c 

9  74.701 

2050205 


REYNOLDS  HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


833  0 


177  7304 


Digitized  by 

the  Internet  Archive 

in  2015 

https://archive.org/details/biographicalrevi00unse_1 


Biographical  Review 


THIS  VOLUME  CONTAINS  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES  OF 


THE  LEADING  CITIZENS  OF 


LIVINGSTON  AND  WYOMING 


'the  \  ' ' .'  , 


COUNTIES 


NEW  YORK 


M-i,'     ,  "  Biography  is  the  home  aspect  of  history" 


BOSTON 

Biographical  Review  Publishing  Company 
1895 


7  9    9  5  9  1  12 


iJl^'  1  i  Y  I  J. 


'  '  i 


2050205 

PREFACE. 


GONTKMPORARY  records  may  be  said  to  be  a  debt  due  from  e\ery  generation  to  the 
future.  So  much  has  the  writing  of  annals  anil  jjlacing  them  in  a  permanent  form 
been  neglected  hitherto  that  an  additional  burden  has  fallen  on  the  j^esent,  which,  besides 
doing  its  own  work,  must  needs  bravely  endeavor  to  make  up  for  things  left  undone  of  old. 
Hence  this  l^iographical  Review  of  Livingston  and  Wyoming  Counties,  which,  thanks  to  the 
generous  co-oj)eration  of  an  appreciative  public,  we  are  enabled  to  place  before  our  readers, 
while  finding  its  subjects  mostly  among  the  living,  men  and  women  faithful Iv  intent  on 
the  business  of  to-day,  mentions  not  a  few  of  their  ancestors,  near  and  remote,  —  emigrants 
direct  from  the  Old  \\'(jrld,  some  who  came  from  Pennsyhania,  and  more  who  journeyed 
hither  from  the  rugged  hills  and  wave-washed  shores  of  New  England.  These  pages  call 
to  mind  the  tcjils  and  endurance  of  the  pioneers  who  sturdily  hewed  their  way  through  the 
pathless  woods,  finding  sweet  pasture  on  the  tufted  hillsides  and  along  the  watercourses  in 
the  valleys  for  their  flocks  and  herds,  and,  slowly  upturning  the  sod  to  the  sunshine,  made  the 
wilderness  to  smile  with  the  early  harvest.  Here,  too,  are  the  chronicled  names  and  deeds  of 
stanch  patriots  who  f(night  and  bled  for  the  "  land  of  the  noble  free."  Such  progenitors 
may  well  claim  from  their  descendants  what  a  wise  speaker  has  termed  "  a  moral  and  philo- 
sophical res])ect,  which  elevates  the  character  and  improves  the  heart."  It  is  the  nature  of 
personal  memoirs  like  the  present  to  increase  in  value  as  the  years  go  by.  Wherefore,  the  book 
should  commend  itself  as  of  more  than  passing  interest  and  fleeting  worth,  —  a  volume  that  will 
be  prized  by  children's  children  for  one  generation  after  another.  "  The  great  lesson  of  biog- 
raphy," it  has  been  well  said,  "  is  to  show  what  man  can  be  and  do  at  his  best.  A  noble  life 
put  fairly  on  record  acts  like  an  inspiration." 
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MYRON    H  MILLS. 
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progress    to  its 
wealthy  and  \\c' 
I'jnpire  State. 


ii()Li.i;\'  :\iiLLS, 

M.l).,  a  (listiii^uished  and 
liiinnicd  resident  ot  iMount 
!\Iorris,  where  lie  is  living 
retii'ed  ti-oni  tlie  aet i\e  duties 
ol  lile,  has  exerted  a  marked 
inHuenee  on  the  literary,  so- 
eial,  and  politieal  achance- 
ment  of  Li\■ing^toll  County, 
and  has  hoi  ne  a  eons])icuous 
part  in  pi"<imoting  its  rise  and 
high  .staneliiig  amcjng  the 
II -tle\"elnpL'd  eounties  oi  the 
lie  was  lioin  l)eeember  S, 
I1S20,  on  the  honiestead  whole  he  now  resides, 
and  whieh  was  then  owned  and  oeeupietl  by 
his  father,  Major-general  W'illiani  A.  Mills. 

Dr.  Mills  is  ot  Xew  I'higland  ancestr\',  and 
comes  ot  pure  and  inidiluted  I'uiitan  blood. 
His  ixUernal  graiidtather,  the  Kew  Samuel 
Mills,  of  Derb)-,  Conn.,  boiii  in  1744,  was  a 
graduate  o{  \'ale  College,  and  prejjared  for  the 
ministry.  Attracted  b\-  the  glowing  accounts 
of  the  beauties  and  promised  wealth  and  great- 
ness of  the  (ienesee  \al!e\',  he  movetl  his 
family  in  1790  9J,  and  looatetl  near  the  little 
hamlet  of  Williamsburg,  the  pioneer  settle- 
ment in  what  is  now  ],i\ingston  County,  situ- 
ated midway  between  Mount  Morris  and 
(leneseo.  Circumstances  o\er  which  the  little 
hamlet  had  no  control  placing  the  court-house 
and  county  buildings  in  the  town  of  Geneseo, 
Williamsburg's  pi-osperit\-  and  growth  were 
summarily  checked,  its  po|)ulatioii  gradually 
disappeared,  and  its  indix  idualit\'  was  entii'ely 
lost  forever.  The  Kcw  Samuel  Mills  was  the 
pioneer  ordained  minister  in  the  \alley.  He 
preached  the  great  truths  of  the  gospel  to  the 
pioneers  in  an  acceptable  manner,  after  holding- 


church  ser\'ices  in  the  open  air,  also  in  the 
large  waichouse  in  Williamsburg  and  in  pi"i- 
\ate  dwellings.  lie  was  hoKl  in  liigh  esteem 
1))'  the  eai'l}'  settlers,  and  his  nienior}'  is  ])re- 
served  in  the  religious  histor\'  ot  the  (ienesee 
vallc)'.  lie  was  a  man  of  abilit)',  a  distin- 
guished scholar,  and  possessed  in  a  marked 
degree  the  Chiistian  graces  which  eminently 
fitted  him  to  jaeach  the  gieat  truths  ni  the 
Bible.  His  cousin,  the  kew  .Samuel  }.  Mills, 
of  Torrington,  Conn.,  who  was  boiii  Apiil  21, 
1783,  and  gi'aduated  at  Williams  College  in 
180C),  was  ile\i)tecl  to  missii>nai\'  work,  and 
luUy  earned  the  prnud  title  in  histor\'  of 
"bather  ol  b'^reign  Missions  in  Aniei'ica. '' 
'1  he  l\e\-.  .Samuel  Mills's  house  timk  tn"e  in 
the  night  and  Ijurned,  with  all  his  household 
effects,  the  tamih'  baiel\'  escaping.  This  mis- 
fortune, coupled  with  the  loss  nf  capital  in- 
\estecl  in  l.iiid  at  intlated  prices  in  the  t(iwn 
ot  (jro\eland,  embarrassed  ami  so  discouraLied 
the  good  man  that  he  became  the  victim  of 
the  disease  known  as  the  (ienesee,  or  s])otted, 
fever,  which  caused  his  death.  His  remains, 
at  the  recpiest  of  James  Wadsworlh,  .Sr.,  were 
buried  in  what  has  siiuc  become  the  beautiful 
cemeter)'  in  (ieneseo.  NO  monument,  we  re- 
giet  to  sa)',  in  the  interest  of  his  descendants 
and  ])osterit\,  designaU's  the  gra\e.  Imme- 
diatel)'  lol  lowing  his  lamented  death,  the 
famil)',  except  his  son  William  .A.,  returned 
to  New  Jk'dfonl. 

General  William  Augustus  IMills,  the  father 
of  Dr.  Mills,  was  born  at  .New  iSedford,  May 
-7,  1777;  :iii(l  stiiiie  se\enteen  \ears  latei',  just 
one  hundred  )"ears  belore  the  summer  season 
of  the  jiresent  veai"  (181)4),  this  same  sturdy- 
infant,  grown  to  a  stalwart  \iunig  man,  and, 
having   learned  that  '■westward  the  course  of 
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empire  takes  its  way,"  might  liax'e  been  seen 
with  a  small  bundle  of  clothing  under  his  ai"m, 
journi')  ing  on  fool  ;u  ross  the  valley  troni  W'ill- 
iamsbui-g  to  Al  lan's  llill,  now  Mount  Mollis, 
there  to  make  a  home.  11  is  only  axailable 
capital  was  a  robust  constitution,  a  cpiick  and 
active  Ijrain,  a  conunon  suit  of  clothes,  an  axe, 
antl  a  fi\'e-franc  piece  of  silver.  lie  locatetl 
on  land  belonging  to  Rol)ert  Ab)rris,  and  there 
erectetl  a  cabin  on  the  brow  of  the  tablelantl 
oxerlooking  the  (lenesee  \'allev,  the  site  now- 
being  <iccupied  1)V  the  residence  of  Dr.  M.  11. 
Mills.  11  is  onl\-  neighbors  were  the  Indians; 
and,  leaining  to  speak  their  language  and 
growing  lam i liar  with  their  ways  of  lix  ing,  he 
became  a  favorite  among  them,  and  was  a  tre- 
quent  counselloi'  in  their  dealings  with  the 
white  people  of  this  \-icinity,  anil  even  occa- 
sionally ai-bitrated  matters  of  dispute  arising 
among  themsehes.  lie  kept  the  chain  of 
friendship  bright,  and  retain.ed  the  most  ami- 
cable relations  with  them,  until  the  Indians, 
b)-  \-irtue  of  the  treaty  of  1825,  sohl  their  res- 
er\ations,  and  left  the  x'alle}'.  He  alwa_\s 
ireatetl  them  with  the  utmost  consideration; 
and  the}-  recogni/ed  his  frientlship  antl  gen- 
ei'osily  by  bestowing  upon  him  the  name  ol 
"  So-no- jo- wa,  "  which  in  their  language  sig- 
nilies  "a  big  kettle"  or  generous  man,  and 
amonu  the  tew  sui'x  ix  iu'T  members  of  the  Ind- 
ian  ti'ilies  now  lixing  on  the  Allegany  and  Cat- 
taraugus lesei'x  at  ion  the  xillage  of  Mount 
Morris  is  calletl  "  So-no-jo-wa-ge  "  in  honor 
of  his  memory. 

The  laml  on  which  William  A.  IVIills  settled 
was,  as  befoie  mentioned,  owned  by  Robert 
Morris.  At  a  later  jieriod  it  jjassed  into  the 
possession  of  the  Mank  of  North  America,  and 
in  181  I  was  thrown  u|)on  the  market  and  s(dd 
to  different  puichasers,  the  bank  retaining  one- 
eighth  interest.  Mr.  Mills  then  bought 
twenty  acres,  pa)  ing  thirty  ckdlars  an  acre  in 
silver,  this  being  the  minimuiii  price  he  paid 
for  jiroperly  on  the  (lenesee  kbits.  He'was  a 
nian  of  inflexible  |)urpose  and  lesolute  will, 
(.■nerget  ic  and  industrious,  and  not  only  [ilaccd 
his  original  piirciiase  under  cuUi\'ation,  but, 
as  his  means  increased,  bought  other  tracts, 
and  at  the  linu-  of  his  death  was  a  wealtln'  and 
extensive  .landholdei,  and  one  of  the  most  in- 


tluential  antl  prominent  citizens  of  I.i\in"ston 
Count)-.  l're\ious  to  the  building  of  the  dam 
across  the  ( ienesee  River  in  tliis  hn-alitN-,  the 
neai-est  mill  w:is  t\\cnt_\-  miles  distant;  and 
much  valuable  time  was  lost  in  performing  the 
necessar)-  journcNs  to  and  fro.  With  charac- 
teristic enterprise,  .Mr.  .Mills  succeeded  in 
placing  the  bill  loi  the  erection  of  a  dam 
across  tlie  river  at  this  point  before  tlie  le>'is- 
lature.  The  v'wx-v  being  navigable  f(jr  small 
boats,  some  opposition  was  bi-(jught  to  bear 
upon  tlie  jjroject  ;  and  he  was  foi'tcd  to  appear 
belore  the  Cieiieral  Assembly  in  support  of  the 
lueasure,  which  was  passetl.  Thus  a  \-aluable 
watei--power  was  secin-ed  to  Mount  Morris,  and 
was  the  immediate  cause  of  new-  growth  and 
prosi)eritv  to  the  tow-n.  (ieneial  Mills  was 
the  foimder  of  the  village  of  Mount  .Morris, 
antl  was  as  pati  iotic  as  he  was  public-spirited. 
On  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  of  1N12  he 
organizetl  the  first  niilitia  compan)'  in  Living- 
ston Count}',  antl  fi-om  the  comiiiaiul  of  that 
conipany  rose  to  the  rank  of  Major-geiieral  of 
the  .State  militia,  his  coii-ii-iiand  embracin<r  the 
I  counties  of  Livingston,  (;enest.e,  ()ntario, 
.Steuben,  Monroe,  and  Alleganv.  Manv  of  the 
tlistinguishetl  men  of  Xevv  \'ork  havf  servetl  on 
the  niilitary  staff  of  (ieneral  Mills,  among 
whoni  we  may  mention  the  names  of  Colonel 
Reid^en  .Sleei)er,  of  Mount  Mori  is,  (ieneral 
h'rank  (iranger,  of  Canantlaigua,  the  lion, 
haniel  1).  liarnaid  anil  the  lion.  (_  harlcs  (. 
llill,  ol  Jvochester.  (Ieneral  Mills  was  a  man 
ot  unboundetl  geiieiositv  and  kindness  uf  heart, 
and  exteiided  ever}-  possil)le  aid  to  the  strug- 
gling pioneer,  frequeiit  1}-  making  the  [)ayments 
tine  on  the  little  tract  of  land,  which  might 
have  otherwise  reverted  to  the  original  pro- 
prietors. While  }-et  in  appai-ent  |ihvsical 
vigor,  the  (ieneral  suddenly  tlieil  of  heart  fail- 
ure, on  April  7,  1S44,  in  the  si.xtv -seventh 
}-ear  of  his  age,  leaving  to  his  surviving 
chiltlren  a  large  lantled  estate  and  the  meni- 
or}-  ot  a  lite  spent  in  tloing  good  to  his  fel- 
low-men. 

The  union  of  (Ieneral  Mills  with  .Susannah 
11.  Harris,  ol  Tioga  Point,  I'a.,  was  solem- 
nized in  1S03,  antl  of  this  marriage  ten  chil- 
dien  were  born,  ot  whom  nine  gievv  to  mature 
}ears,  antl  three  are  st  i  1 1  liv  ing,  iiamel}  :  Mrs. 
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I'Mizabeth  Hamlin:  Mrs.  Susan  H.  Branch; 
and  Dr.  Mvron  II.   Mills,  of  Mount  Morris. 

Myron  II.  .Mills  rc>.oi\cil  a  broad  and  liberal 
education,  and  when  a  youn-;-  man  began  the 
.stuily  of  medicine  antl  suri;ery  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  Hiram  Hunt,  a  valued  friend  of  his  father, 
and  the  family  physician.  He  sub.sec|nently 
entered  the  Geneva  Medical  ColleL;e.  from 
which  he  received  his  diploma  in  1844.  The 
follinving  vear  Dr.  .Mills  l^cj^an  practice  in  the 
citv  of  St.  Louis,  where  he  soon  won  an  envi- 
able reputation  as  a  physician,  and  was  ap- 
pointed a  jiractilioner  in  the  C'ity  Hosintal. 
.After  the  declaration  of  war  with  Mexico  he 
resigned  his  position  in  the  hospital,  and  vol- 
unteered as  a  private  soldier  in  the  company 
being  then  org-anized  in  St.  Louis  In"  Captain 
llud.son.  At  the  instigation  of  influential 
frienils,  before  being  musiereil  into  service. 
Dr.  Mills  applied  for  the  api>ointment  of  As- 
sistant Surgeon  in  the  I'nitcil  States  army, 
jroing  himself  to  l-\Mt  l.eaxenworth,  the  head- 
quarters  of  Cicneral  Stephen  W.  Kearny,  five 
hundred  miles  from  .'"^t.  Louis,  tt^  whom  he  ' 
presented  in  per.son  bis  pajiers.  hoping  to  re- 
ceive his  iiulorsement  before  applying  to  the 
.Secrct.u"\  of  W  .ir  for  bi>  commission.  In  this 
he  was  succes>ful  ;  and  be  served  bravelv 
throughout  the  entire  war.  and  at  the  battle  of 
C  anatla  reccivcil  a  wound  in  the  fleshv  part  of 
the  right  leg.  below  the  knee.  fhe  Dtvtor. 
having  recently  graduated  from  the  school  of 
medicine  anil  surgery,  put  into  ]u~actice  the 
knowledge  of  improved  methtHls  that  be  bad 
acijuiicd  as  a  sludeiU.  ami  was  the  fir.st  to 
introduce  the  tlap  operation  "  in  amputations 
in  the  "'.Xrniv  of  the  West,"  the  circular 
method  h.uiiig  been  pre\  iou>lv  used  from  time 
imn1emori.1l  ;  and  for  this  x.duable  service  he 
was  promoted  In  the  meilical  director.  Surgeon 
DeCainp,  of  Baltimore,  to  the  bead  of  the 
medical  and  surgical  dejurtment  of  the  army. 
At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War  the  regular 
standing  arnn  of  these  -States  was  increased  bv 
the  addition  of  eight  regiments.  I'pon  the 
reconunendat ion  ol  Hrigadier-general  Stephen 
W.  l\e.nn\,  connnandi'r  of  the  Armv  of  the 
West,  in  which  Or,  Mills  served  .ill  through 
the  war,  the  lion.  W  illi.im  L.  Marcv,  Secre- 
tary of  War,  tendered  him  .m  .»p|H>intment  of 


j  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  regular  armv.  which 
he  declined,  and  returned  to  private  life. 
Having  again  iiecome  a  resident  of  Mount 
Morris,  he  w.is  invited  by  a  special  connnittee 
to  deliver  an  address  on  "The  Mexican  War." 
He  accepteil.  giving  an  eloijuent  and  graphic 
description ;  and  at  the  reipiest  of  .sjiecial 
ci>mmittees  he  wa>  induced  to  rejieat  it  at 
Xunda  anil  IVrrx. 

Forty-five  years  ago.  in  the  month  of  June, 
1849.  when  the  hillsides  were  fragrant  with 
the  breath  of  rose.s.  Dr.  .\L  H.  .Mills  was 
weilded  to  Mary  1\.  Mills,  the  only  daughter  of 
Hiram  1'.  Mills,  of  Mount  Morris.  Theirs  has 
been  a  felicitous  uKirriage.  she  having  found  in 
him  a  devoted  hu.sbanvl.  and  he  in  her  a  true 
companion  and  friend,  who  has  faithfullv  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  wife  and  mother.  The 
sorrow  e»inimon  to  mortals  has  cast  its  shadow- 
over  their  ])leas:int  home,  foin-  of  the  six  chil- 
dren born  of  their  imion  having  ]nissed  to  the 
' ■  life  elvsian. 

In  the  spring  of  1S50  Dr.  Mills  eng-aged  in 
the  drug  business  in  l\oche>ter,  where  for 
a  while  he  carried  «>n  a  lucrative  trade.  Uui, 
finding  the  occupation  vmcongenial  to  his 
taste.s,  he  embraced  the  tirst  advantageous 
opportunity  to  dispo.sc  of  ins  stock  of  goods, 
ami  was  snbsci|uenily  emphived  in  the  con- 
struction of  public  works  for  the  State  of  Xew 
York.  He  was  well  litled  for  that  responsible 
position,  and  received  for  his  .services  a  liberal 
remnnerati»>n.  which,  being  well  imested.  en- 
abled him  to  retire  from  the  active  pursuits  of 
life  in  i.s'cS.  anil  to  enjov  hi>  well-earned 
leisure.  In  i8i>^  while  a  resident  ol  Roches- 
ter, he  was  appointed  In  the  Mavor  and  C'om- 
mon  Council  to  represent  the  ciiv  in  the 
National  .Shiji  l  an.il  I'onvention.  held  in  C  hi- 
cago.  In  June  of  that  \ear  he  served  on  a 
committee  with  the  Hon.  (."hauncey  M.  Depew 
and  another  man.  Mr.  Depew  was  then  a 
young  man,  .\nd  had  been  a  member  of  the 
legislature  from  Wesiche>ter  «.'ounty.  New 
\  ork.  Removing  in  November.  1S70.  to 
Alount  Morris,  bis  native  place,  the  Doctor 
bought  the  ]Kirental  homestead,  which  had 
passed  from  the  possession  of  the  Mills  family; 
and  he  has  since  devoted  his  energies  and 

•  money  to  its  improvement  and  adornment.  He 
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has  iniiHDxcd  and  ciiLirgcd  the  house,  L'lcctcd 
hcautilul  aiul  cnincnicnt  ()Ut-building\s,  and 
ciimcrud  llic  ihrcc  acres  ol  land  suiaoundini;" 
the  mansion  inlo  a  \erilahle  park.  'I'his  at- 
Iraelive  home  is  hicated  at  the  northern  extrem- 
ity of  >hiin  Street,  ami  commands  a  mai;"niricent 
and  extensixe  view  ot  the  Cicnesee  vallev,  the 
situation  heinL;,  one  to  insjiire  the  pen  of  a  poet 
or  the  brush  of  an  artist  to  its  highest  effort. 

I'nder  the  familiar  )iom  dc  plume  of  "Corn- 
planter,"  Dr.  .Mills  has  published  a  valuable 
series  of  articles  on  Indian  historv,  and  has 
besides  written  the  only  true  and  complete 
histor\  <U  the  Mount  Morri>  tract.  His  ser- 
vices as  a  jiublic  speaker  and  lecturer  are  often 
in  demancl.  In  1S7S  hedelixered  the  address 
of  the  da\'  before  the  \\  \oming  Historical  Pio- 
neer Association,  at  the  dedication  of  their 
"log  cabin"  at  Silver  Lake,  the  twenty  thou- 
sand jieople  there  gathered  listening  to  his 
eloquent  words  with  unabated  interest  till  the 
close  of  the  ver\  last  sentence.  In  I'ebru.ux' 
ot  the  same  vear  l)r.  Mills  was  induced  In' 
s|iecial  in\  itation  to  lecture  before  the  literati 
of  OansxiUe  on  "  The  I'rehistoric  Races  in 
America,"  aiul  the  intelligent  and  scholarly 
audience  whicli  greeteil  him  was  enthusiastic 
in  its  approxal  of  his  utterances.  On  the  14th 
of  September.  1 S80,  the  residents  of  Detroit 
listened  to  an  aiUhess  given  b\'  him  to  tlie 
Stale  Association  of  Mexican  War  X'eterans. 
reviewing  the  results  and  benefits  of  that  war 
to  the  countrv,  ami  stating  the  claims  of  the 
\eteran  soKliers  upon  the  goxernment  for  a 
pension.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Liv- 
ingston Countv  Pioneer  Associatii>n  in  August, 
1877,  at  Long  Point,  Conesus  Lake,  he  held  a 
vast  audience  enthralled  for  more  than  an  hoiw, 
e\  en  though  black  and  lowering  clouds  antl  the 
ominous  jieals  of  thunder  betokened  the  near 
approach  of  a  deluging  shower,  from  which 
their  onlv  shelter  was  the  wide-spreading  and 
friendlv  boughs  (M"  the  forest  trees.  At  various 
times  he  has  spoken  with  great  accejitance  be- 
fore the  farmers'  institutes  and  kindred  associ- 
ations. Dr.  M  ills  w.is  one  of  four  citizens  in 
DLUisville  antl  Mount  Morris  who  originated 
the  idea  of  forming  the  l.ivingstim  Countv, 
New  \"ork.  Historical  Societv.  At  the  organ- 
i/.aliou  v>f  the  society  at  Mount  Morris,  1-eb- 


ruary  13.  1S77.  the  Doctor  formulated  and 
presented  the  able  and  comprehensive  constitu- 
ti(!n  and  bv-lavvs  of  the  societv.  which  were 
adopted.  Though  in  use  now  eighteen  years, 
the  societv  have  not  found  it  ailvisable  to 
change  them  in  the  slightest  particular,  except 
in  one  instance,  from  the  second  to  the  third 
Tuesday  in  Januarv  to  hold  its  annual  meeting, 
to  accommodate  the  then  secretary.  He  was 
the  foumler  of  the  Liv  ingston  Countv  Pioneer 
Associatitin.  He  has  ever  taken  an  active 
interest  in  education.il  and  local  affairs,  and 
has  served  as  Presitlent  of  the  Mount  Morris 
Hoard  of  1-Mucation.  and  twelve  successive 
vears  as  President  of  the  Livingston  County 
Historical  Societv,  and  is  now  President  of 
the  M  i lis  Water-works  Company  and  Railroad 
Commissioner  of  the  town  of  Mount  Morris. 
The  svstem  of  water-works,  which  has  added 
more  than  any  other  enterprise  to  the  welfare 
of  the  \illage.  was  constructed  after  plans 
submitteil  to  the  village  trustees  and  the  citi- 
zens of  Mtnmt  Morris  b\"  Dr.  Mills,  at  a  meet- 
ing held  on  the  4th  of  June.  1S79.  and  has 
greatly  improved  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
town,  besides  being  most  useful  for  domestic 
innposes  and  of  great  protectii^n  to  the  proi)- 
ertv  of  its  inhabitants.  Vox  this  enterprise 
and  the  great  benefit  and  ]"irotectii'>n  to  the 
village  from  destruction  bv  fires  and  the  bless- 
ings resulting  therefrom,  the  citizens  are  in- 
debted wholly  to  Dr.  ?»Iills.  who  furnished  the 
entire  capital. 

In  politics  Dr.  Mills  has  alwa\s  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  p.irty.  and.  though  never 
an  aspirant  for  official  honors,  has  occasionally 
accejited  places  of  trust  and  respimsibility ; 
and  these  he  has  filled  with  credit  to  himself 
and  to  the  himor  of  his  constituents.  He  is 
thoroughly  democratic  and  simple  in  his  man- 
ners, the  honors  heaped  upon  him  during  his 
career  having  in  no  wav  elevated  his  jM  ide  or 
detracted  from  his  frank  and  cordial  friendli- 
ness in  his  intercourse  with  others. 

The  home  life  oi  the  Doctor  and  his  attrac- 
tive wife  and  their  twii  tlaughters  is  replete 
with  domestic  comtort  and  happiness.     He  can 
look  back  upon  many  long,  useful,  and  well- 
j  spent  vears.  by  which  the  ciMnmunity  and  the 
I  worUl  are  not  the  losers.    A  jiortrait  of  Dr. 
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Mills  accom]xinies  this  sl>:ctcli,  and  will  be  of 
iiiiirc  than  ordinary  interest  to  the  readers  of 
this  volume. 


"Y^VTJRS.  RilOlJlXA  (KUIIN)  LAW- 
|-|=7  RI'lNCh:,  of  Sprin-water,  Living- 
1  Jjli  (  ston  Count}-,  N.\'.,  a  woman  of 
ehaiinini^  personality,  tpiiet  and 
unassuming  in  her  wa\'s,  anijil)'  endowed  b)' 
nature  with  stronjj;  mental  powers,  a  book-lover 
and  student,  especiall)'  interested  in  history, 
l)ioi(ra[)hy,  and  genealog}',  has  e\'er  strix'en  to 
promote  the  educational  inteiests  of  the  com- 
numity  in  which  she  lives.  Mrs.  Lawrence's 
paternal  j^randfather,  I'eter  Kuhn,  enH<j,nited 
from  Germany,  where  the  days  of  his  youth  had 
been  spent,  to  this  eounti),  and  settled  in 
Maryland,  where  he  carried  on  farming  for  a 
time,  but  later  came  to  this  section  of  New 
York,  being  among  the  eail\'  pioneers  of  the 
town  of  Spai  ta. 

The  parents  of  Airs.  Lawience,  Jacob  and 
I'lleanor  (I'russia)  Kuhn,  weie  well-known  and 
piosperous  membeis  of  the  famiing  comnumity 
of  Sparta,  N.Y.  ( )f  the  ten  children  born  to 
them,  seven  are  still  living;  namely,  Jere- 
miah, Joseph,  Lo\ina,  Jacob,  AIar\',  Rhodina, 
and  I'^leanor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kuhn  were  worthy 
('hristians,  following  the  teachings  of  the 
Lutheran  church,  to  which  the)'  belonged; 
and  both  lived  to  a  \enerable  age,  the  father 
dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-thiee  years,  and  the 
mother  at  the  age  of  eighty-fi\e  }ears.  Mrs. 
Lawi'ence's  maternal  graiidpaients  were  Chris- 
tian and  Anna  Maria  hrederika  (Kephart) 
I'russia,  who  emigiated  from  I'liissia  to  Berks 
County,  I*enns)'l\ania,  whence  they  came  to 
this  State.  The)  laised  a  famil)'  of  four  sons 
and  four  daughters. 

Rhodina  Kuhn  was  a  rosy-cheeked  maiden, 
familiar  with  book-lore  and  thoroughly  trained 
in  the  domestic  arts,  when  she  became  the 
bride  of  I.oreii  Lawrence,  a  stalwart  )'oung 
larmer  ot  Spi  ingwatei ,  and  the  son  ot  John 
Lawrence,  l)i}th  being  ripe  in  ag\'  as  well  as 
wisdom,  he  being  lhirt)'-nine  and  she  twenty- 
eight  years  old.  John  Lawrence  was  a  natix'c 
ol  Onondaga  Count)',  where  he  was  reared  to 
agriiultural  pursuits.     When  a  )'oung  nian,  he 


migrated  t(j  Li\ing.ston  Count)',  and,  purchas- 
ing a  tract  of  timbei'ed  land,  reai'cd  a  "shake" 
cabin  as  his  first  doniiiilc  in  this  count\',  its 
location  bL'iiig  in  Sparta,  where  he  li\ed  for 
se\'eral  )ears  lietore  becoming  a  lesident  of 
Springwater,  where  the  last  da)s  of  his  bus)' 
life  were  passetl.  He  iiiarried  Mary  Thiel,  a 
New  Jersey  girl;  and  she  boie  him  ele\'en 
children,  naniel)' ;  James;  Loien  ;  Ii'a;  Charles; 
Llijah;  La\id  ;  Clarissa,  deceased;  (ieoigc; 
I'-liza;  Mai")-;  and  Ilenrv,  deceased, 

Loren  Lawrence  was  boin  dining  the  resi- 
dence of  his  paients  on  then'  honiestead  in 
S|)arta,  Oclnber  30,  iSjj.  When  he  was 
eighteen  )ears  ohl,  his  people  mo\ed  to 
Springwater,  he  remaining  beneath  the  pater- 
nal roof  thirteen  inore  )'eais.  lie  and  his 
brother  Ira  [lurchased  his  present  honiesteatl 
in  US53,  they  iwn  keeping  bachelois'  hall  a 
good  shai'e  of  tlie  tinie,  but  ha\'ing  occasional 
\  isits  fi'oni  their  sisteis.  In  i  Sfr-,  Ira  Law- 
rence mai'iied  a  )'oung  lass  b)'  the  name  of 
Juliette  Lewis,  daughtei'  of  Jaiob  Lewis;  and 
then  the  two  bi'otheis  who  had  li\'ed  together 
thirty-eight  )ears  had  to  sepaiate,  Ira  purchas- 
ing of  Collins  (iardiiei-  the  farm  in  Came)' 
Hollow  where  he  still  lesides.  In  iS.Si 
Loren  bought  Tifty-one  acres  one-half  mile 
north  of  his  residence,  making  in  all  one  hun- 
dred and  fift)'-si.\' acres.  He  has  lal)ored  with 
|)erse\ering  diligence  and  energ)'  in  its  im- 
[jrovement  ;  and  h  is  elToi  Is  have  been  ciowned 
with  success,  the  tarm  l)eing  well  cultivated 
and  ampl)-  supplied  with  e\'er)'  con\enience  \uv 
carr)'ing  on  his  \s-ork  after  the  most  appi'o\ed 
methods.  His  union  with  Miss  Kuhn  was 
solemni/eil  in  1862,  and  has  been  liK'ssed  by 
the  birth  of  si.\  children,  thiee  nf  whom  are 
now  Ii\'ing.  Nellie  married  Ldmnnd  L.  Al- 
bright, a  contractor  I'esiding  in  Rochester;  ami 
they  Iku'c  thiee  chiUlien  —  Lawience,  Harold, 
and  Lel.ind.  L'lysses  (liant,  a  railro.id  man 
residing  in  Rochester,  married  .Sadie  Moose; 
and  they  have  one  chihl,  (irant)ne.  I'he  thinl 
one  is  William  Ailm.m  Lawrence,  now  sla\'- 
ing  at  home,  t'arr\' i ng  < m  the  laini.  Mr.  Law- 
rence is  ill  all  respects  a  most  wiluable  citi- 
zen ot  the  town,  lulfilling  his  obi  i-.it  ions  as 
such  with  tidi.dit\'.  In  |Hi|iiics  he  is  a  st.iiuh 
adherent  ol   the  Republican  pait\',   and   in  le- 
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li^ioii  is  inclined  ti)  the  Methoilist  church,  of 
uhicli  iiis  wile  is  a  taiUituI  nieinljei". 

'Jlie  Idl  lowing-  interesting  reminiscences 
ha\e  been  kiiull)'  lurnished  by  Mrs.  Lawrence: 

"jM\'  latlier  was  b(irn  in  1794.  lie  received 
a  good  baiglish  education,  was  a  good  writer 
and  I'eatler,  alwa)s  ligured  u])  the  interest  on 
his  notes,  and  kept  good  accounts.  He  was  a 
good  singer,  too.  In  i>Si3  he  was  ilraftetl,  antl 
served  in  the  .inny  three  months,  for  Avhich  he 
enji)\ed  a  pension  in  his  oUl  age.  I  ha\x' 
heard  him  tell  that  they  lived  in  1 1  agerstown. 
Aid.,  when  he  was  six  )eais  (dd  ;  and  he  saw 
(ieiieial  Washington  go  tluough  the  town. 
After  the}'  mo\eil  to  New  \'oi"k,  they  stoppetl 
in  what  is  now  the  village  of  JJans\  ille  one 
year,  then  only  a  counti)'  place,  with  a  grist- 
mill, one  stole,  aiul  a  blacksmith-shop,  visitetl 
frequently  b)'  wiki  Indians.  (irandfather  so<in 
went  on  the  hills  to  get  him  a  home;  for  land 
was  cheaper  there,  and  he  hatl  a  big  family  to 
supi)ort,  se\en  bo\s  and  three  giils.  lie  at 
first  settled  on  the  land  now  owned  by  b'red- 
erick  'l"ra.\ler,  one  mile  north  of  the  Lutheran 
church,  Sparta  Centie.  After  a  g(jod  many  of 
his  children  were  married,  he  sold  that  home 
to  Peter  Tra.xler,  one  of  his  st)ns-in-law,  and 
bought  eighty  acres  of  heavily  timbered  pine 
land  south-west  of  the  church.  He  built  a 
saw-mill,  which  stands  there  yet;  anil  it  must 
be  si.\ty-h\e  \ears  old,  it  not  more.  It  is  now 
owned  b)'  ni)'  brother,  I.  A.  Kuhn,  and,  with 
an  addition  wheie  he  saws  wood  and  shingles, 
is  in  ruiming  order  )et.  In  I1S34  gi-anilfathei- 
.sold  the  mill  lot  to  my  father,  anil  in  1N35 
bought  and  mo\ed  on  to  the  farm  now  known 
as  the  Daniel  Kuhn  place,  now  occui)ied  by 
his  daughter,  Lucinda  Steffa.  Grandfather  did 
not  live  to  be  \ery  old,  for  he  had  heart  dis- 
ease. He  was  buried  in  that  beautiful  resting- 
place  for  the  dead  Ixick  of  the  aforesaid  church, 
which  ground  and  that  where  the  chui-ch  and 
school-house  now  stand  he  gave  to  the  jniblic 
for  those  |)ur[)oses.  Shortly  aftei"  my  father 
moved  on  the  mill  place,  the  connnLUiity  l)uilt 
the  church,  and  m)'  lather  sawed  the  timbeis 
and  lumber  for  the  same. 

"I  remember  seeing  Grandfather  Kuhn  but 
once.  I  heard  my  folks  tell  of  his  coming  to 
our  house  once  on  hoiseback,   and  iiis  heart 


stopi)ed  beating,  and  he  fell  off;  but  tiie  jar 
started  his  heart  again,  and  he  got  on  hi>  horse 
and  Ccmie  down.  It  was  nian\'  )eais  belore  m\' 
father  got  a  bngg}',  and  a  much  heax  ier  one  it 
was  than  the)'  haxe  nowa(la\'s.  I  know  I  was 
thii'teen  \ears  idd  beloie  the}'  would  take  me 
along  to  Hausville  when  tliey  went  to  trade, 
and  i  so  longed  to  see  a  \  illage  that  I  coaxed 
my  mother  to  let  me  go  next  time.  (ii'anil- 
mother  lixeil  many  }ears  after  her  husband's 
death  with  a  lamih'  b\  the  name  ol  k'rone,  who 
worked  her  larm.  .She  final  1}'  li\'ed  and  died 
with  her  daughter,  Mis.  I  Sets}'  'Iraxler.  I  re- 
member mother  sent  me  up  to  see  her  once  and 
take  her  some  vei'\'  nice  rare,  ripe  peaches. 
i\ while  atter  she  had  eaten  them  she  asked 
me  to  light  lier  |)ipe  at  the  kitchen  sto\'e.  I 
took  it,  and  went  out  there  and  got  a  little  coal 
on.  i\s  1  could  not  tell  whether  it  was  lit  or 
not,  atter  a  minute  I  tliouglu  I  must  ihaw  on 
it  till  it  snioked,  and  did  so,  but  ne\'ei'  wanted 
to  1  ight  another  pipe. 

"Those  were  the  days  ol  iiuid  and  stone 
bake-ovens  outdoors  and  bake-kettles  and  hies 
on  the  hearth.  Wdiat  big  logs  they  used  to 
burn!  'Ihey  called  them  back  logs  and  front 
logs,  and  hail  smaller  wood  for  between.  We 
had  the  kitchen  all  to  ouisehes  after  supper, 
as  the  older  ones  would  go  into  the  other  room 
to  work  in  the  long  winter  exenings.  Mother 
Would  knit  or  darn  or  patch;  and  sometinies 
two  would  spin  flax  or  tow  on  the  little  wheels, 
or  would  be  iloul)ling  or  twisting,  for  we 
didn't  ha\'e  ail}"  cotton  thread.  L\'ei\ thing  in 
the  line  of  clothing  wlis  either  linen  or  wool- 
len. I  remendxr  when  the}'  had  a  tailoress 
coine  to  the  house  and  help  niake  up  a  piece  of 
fulled  cloth  that  niy  sisters  had  spun  the  yarn 
for  the  summer  before.  Her  name  was  Ann 
Clenions.  .She  is  now  the  widiiw  ol  Llisha 
Webster.  .And  old  Mr.  .Shaler  came  over  with 
his  kit  of  tools  sti'ung  on  a  stick  o\ei'  his 
shonlder  and  sta}'ed  almost  a  week,  making 
and   mending  shoes. 

"I'"(dks  had  to  stud}'  economy  then,  but  the\' 
were  just  as  healthy  and  ha|)p}'  as  those  that 
ha\'e  all  they  desiie  nowadays;  and  almost  all 
of  111}'  neighbois  became  wealtlu'.  Hut  how 
we  did  enjoy  the  long  e\enings,  a-i)laying"  by 
the  light  of  the  lire  in  that   big  kitchen  and 


of!/. 


'!■<:   .liij;..!.              ^-i^i   .  .  ,.  !  ii.C;   i  .'  n<r.                    ■>.);.  <1 

•  >                         J';,-  •{  jvi.-  .!  .  •  "tu iv/i,,. .ri"i  I'/C  '/<.j  |-jd-:i'fn;'l  vii 

■u.'""    ';'■;.!"•'.!  I    (ii;')'   'J,'-  I  inivi.;:'       )[[       \\'\'  -i'  r'"nul  , . 

'li.-.i.ti   If]  ;jiM''/  -  JO'.;.;'   ■)!!.;  ifij  hji'p^'.                        f  hi.' 

.."'ii       i  '  i  uiilj  rjiw  yi'  f_;.',l   1(1  .•I'jrjfii,-' 

•'               '■   :  •    ;■    "iiiJ  u;.  -jfi  fijiii-,'/  f(.'i  ,;"i;ii-)ffi            ■  ffr  >  .-If  i'; 

i')!'<^/  i  ;;.,::>-;.;;;  if'i  i. ■(...! !  Jj;il;   it-. J  )f' 

'  ^i,.!!--                             ■',/:■.''      -                      /  iri} 

'  ■'      ,  ■-      ;    -'i  '  -          ■  '  1      1''                       .     i    .7.  ;;i    .M,  ..^'ifi  ,J  \'.\ 

\  .      UiiV'             ,cj    /ijin:')-      i,    7:1;.;  f'/'ij 

.  ]>'j'.[-'.iv  ,M'                .         J.  iJiiii  ^•yii.j.'f.  -jin,  jiiai 

wo  t  iinuy.  -iyrlj!;;:  njji.j      ,r:!i  .il.fii   l);r.7        v  ll^!^;fJji- Ti 

I  ";-;.!  ;  ^juju'"!  /;  rein  lu;;  u!  r',\\A  i>f[;  h;i 

'!  :  t>j  vHifif/i  >!!(!  f:  J cl  -jd        ,•./(  jdi  ijijKvd'J  ^.r.'" 

'   v'^     7    ,  •■'ii                          '■.'IV-'                               i\-j:rjr.     ,  "j  V jq  I , « 

■■  ■id'.f           ;  ■■<i'    lyj:,''<i'    l/'r:   -!,!;-■[    .nil    fiO  l.'^jftJ'jH 

-        -■''  j.-i.i-  .  (I:  jtii'i  'ijvf  wf' .-  ti.>  H        •,»!  I  fff  '.ulii  ,*'•/! /.fi'iT  'A  J I :  ? 

•''"i"';.--''            1!:..,  '  ^          :     'r:.,)/.       ■.;,:;■//  nj  (-''qR.  ;;.;;frij 


^Vi:       .'i'     'i'  'i 


ii  i'  ji    '  .'J 


.-. ,  j.i) 


.    i..  '  '  .  ■  !    I.  .  I  '.1  /,' 


fJ  Jiio  cUi'j  I  .  /ji-v  '-.'.ir-  ' 
^1;'-.    :  •  .     .'i'"  ■.  .  '  !  .<.r' lU.-\tililu  ..\'. 

■  '•'■•'•^!    .  ■i'-^.i':    [Illr'A    !■.!(. ii;'!    tJtfr  v... 

■  'f'  '  .  jii.-;!:  :if.  f   '!  .kmI;.;)/;.,:)  .-^-ji 

n^.^'i  i     -;.    i      l.f.  ,    -.•  v.-,      „;!     ,  J 

a.!  ■  !.--■.  I'  !_  -/!■{:  ■:-■•  r>:\)\<  --wl-fi-'i^ii'; 

1:'"    .  .  •    .0  I tfu,:]-:  v/( -.r:!.:;)/!- „. 

!■ '    \  'ff  i  10;;!'-;.  ,    .,-:::ic^' pi'u    i/^.ni^i  lot 

.■itm'i-.  .>;f!  'In  i       •;.!lo'i  'fff'  J/iijiti  1  .p{^ai> 


BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


eating  clicstiiuts!  W'c  jilaycd  'puss)'  wants  a 
cornci-, '  l)lin(lt(il(I,  liidc  thr  haiulkcrcliief,  aiul 
jiinipini;'  (U'ci"  the  l>i'(ininst ick  ;  aiul,  when  it 
was  niDonl  iL;lit  and  the  smiw  ciaisty,  we  woukl 
have  a  li\el\'  time  coastiiij^^  down  hill  on  the 
liantl-sled.  Then  what  times  we  would  liaxe 
with  fi-ozen  lieels  and  toes!  We  used  to  bathe 
them  with  spirits  ol  tuipentine,  oi'  anoint  them 
with  i;udjj,eon  j^iease  ;  that  is,  the  black  ^Tease 
that  works  u\l'  the  L;ud;;eon  muler  the  mill.  In 
those  da_\s  ,i;irls  tlid  the  milkinjj,-;  1  think  I 
learned  to  milk  in  a  tin  eup,  wlien  1  was  eiyht 
years  old.  When  i  was  ten,  1  knit  niy  own 
stock in;j,"s  and  sewed  on  patch woik.  I  think 
the  schooMiouse  was  built  in  I  S46  ;  but  1  went 
to  that  church  to  .Sunda\-school  many  yeais 
aL;(),  when  children  went  baietoot  and  wore  sun- 
bonnets  and  cal ico  dresses.  A  new  calico  diess 
was  worn  t(i  ni)-  first  Sunda)'-school  picnic.  1 
remember  well  when  our  folks  L;(it  their  first 
C(;ok-sto\e   o\er   tilt\'  \eai.-i  My  mother 

said  it  was  a  L;reat  deal  easier  to  cook  o\er 
than  the  lire|)l<ice.  .So  after  tliat  the  Hre|)lace 
was  boarded  up;  and  m)'  sisteis,  L;ettinj^  tired 
of  whitewash iuL;'  all  aiiuuul  the  walls,  began  t(j 
paper  the  rooms.  1  should  like  to  tell  of  the 
sugar  camp  and  what  sweet  times  we  had 
every  spring,  and  of  the  well-curb, —  how  dif- 
ferent it  was  from  an\'  othei-  1  e\er  saw.  lint 
my  sketch  is  alreath'  too  long  tor  the  first  one 
written  by  a  person  si.\t)'-one  \  cais  old." 


tOVOV  ]'.  CAl'Wl'LL,  of  the  town  of  Mid- 
I  dlebury,  W  yoming  County,  N.  V.,  is  a 

\\p\  grandson  of  I'eter  and  ()li\'e  (Ik^it- 
Ic)-)  Capwell.  J'eter  Capwell  was 
born  Se[)tember  2,  1779,  in  iMassachusetts. 
He  was  a  farmer,  ami  at  one  time  servetl  in  the 
War  of  i<Si3  as  a  |)i  ivate.  C)li\e  Bentley  was 
born  1^'ebruary  15,  1791,  ami  married  I'eter 
Capwell  while  )'et  a  \'oung  girl.  In  1808  she 
and  hei"  husband  settled  near  Dale,  Wyoming- 
Count}',  he  building  the  first  fiame  house  in 
that  local  it)'.  'I'll  is  woi  lh)'  couple  were  closel)' 
associated  througli  the  \  ic  i s^it utles  of  many 
years,  and  were  separatei.1  b)'  death  only  ttir  a 
short  period  of  three  months;  foi'  retei"  Cap- 
well  passed  awav  iMaich  \o,  1874,  and  his 
wife,  June  30,  187.1.     'I'hc)'  weie  blessed  with 


seven  chihh-en,  nameh':  William;  (ieorge; 
.Albeit;  .\bigail  ;  i'ranklin  W. ,  ihe  father  of 
i\.o)'  J'.;  iliiain;  and  (Ibixe  j.  '1  lie  lii^t 
homestead  and  farm  owned  b)'  i'eter  Capwell  i^ 
now  in  |)ossessiou  of  Mrs.  l-ltta  (  Juale. 

l''raiiklin  W.  Ca|)well  came  into  its  jjosses- 
sion  m.ui)'  \ears  ago,  and  in  course  of  time 
traded  it  for  a  farm  now  oecupieil  b)'  Koy  I'. 
Ca|iwell.  it  consisted  of  thiity-lwo  acres; 
and  Air.  Capwell  li\etl  011  it  until  1878,  when 
he  bought  a  more  extensive  farm  situated  on 
the  town  line  near  l)ale.  'J  here  he  built  a 
fine  house  and  barn,  laid  out  fine  di  i\es, 
plantetl  fruit-trees,  ami  boitleied  the  grounds 
with  hedges  of  cx'ergieeii.  \\\  the  aid  of  mod- 
ern ai)|jliances  he  connected  w  itli  the  house  and 
barn  a  spring  of  pure,  fioh  water,  ami  b)' 
judiciiais  use  of  monc)'  and  labor  succeeded  in 
making  for  his  iamil)'  a  beautiful  resitlence. 
Ik'siiles  culti\'ating  his  farm,  he  carried  on  a 
prosperous  insurance  business,  and  was  a  man 
noted  tor  his  great  a(.ti\ilv  in  aii\  enterprise 
he  undertook.  lie  ser\e<l  as  Justice  of  the 
I'eace  si.xteeii  years,  ami  for  tlie  same  length  of 
time  was  su])erintendeiit  ot  the  .Sunda)-school. 
lie  was  for  ten  )'eai's  I'resitlent  of  the  Cicneseo 
Baptist  Sunda)'-school  Association,  and  for 
twenty-one  \'ears  Secretar)"  of  the  W)oming 
Sabbath  -  school  Teachers'  Association.  In 
politics  he  was  a  I'roliibit ion ist.  I'aithful  in 
his  duties  to  his  fellow-men,  he  did  not  fail  to 
see  his  Lord  in  the  person  of  the  despiised  and 
huntetl  f  ugit  i\ e  sla\'e.  liel  ie\  i ng  li  i msel I  jus- 
tifietl  in  disobeying  a  w  ickeil  human  law,  he 
made  his  house  an  "  undeiground  railwa)  " 
station,  where  the  ii)ing  negKi  alwa)'s  found 
shelter  and  care.  Air.  Capwell  died  (  )ctober 
9,  1889.  His  wife  is  now  li\-ing  in  the  com- 
fortable liomewlilcli  he  had  pro\  ided  for  her. 
They  had  eight  children,  as  follows:  Alar)', 
born  lAIai'ch  185J,  mairietl  Rudell  Roberts, 
now  li\ing  in  y\bd)ama,  (ieiiesee  Count),  and 
has  six  children.  Ceorge,  born  Xo\embei"  7, 
1854,  died  while  at  college,  Ala)'  1,  1875. 
Ro)'  v.  was  born  Apia  I  8,  i8()i.  Charlotte, 
born  A|)i"il  5,  i8()(),  is  a  [aivate  nurse  in 
Hrookhu,     X.  I'",inn\',    born    August  28, 

1867,  mariied  IladlcN'  AlcN'eigh,  liaxiiig  one 
child  and  li\  iiigwith  Mrs.  i'lanklin  C'apwell. 
Abbie,   born   Ala)    IJ,  187.1,  is  now  attending 
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Vassar  College.  Rose  and  Lilly,  hovn  June  7, 
1872,  (lied  when  oiil)-  eiij;ht  da)'.s  old. 

Ki)}'  1'.  C'a|)\ve]l  was  ethicated  at  llie  clistriet 
school,  anil  at  the  a;^e  ot  twenty-one  )ears 
learned  the  miller's  li'ade,  woikin^'  three  )ears 
lOr  J.  W.  I'Jisi-n,  at  \'ork,  in  Li\-inj;sti)n 
L'onnt)'.  W'liile  theie  lie  inastereil  the  trade  ul' 
eni;! neei'i n_!j,,  and  tor  one  year  took  lull  eharj^'e 
of  the  engine  and  machinery  at  the  salt  works 
at  \'ork.  lie  went  thence  to  l'"owlerville, 
Livin[;-.ton  C'ountv,  had  chai;j,e  of  the  en;;ines 
of  the  iMilt  and  Screw  Alanutactnrini;'  Comjiany 
for  one  \ear,  and  tlien  came  home  to  help  his 
father.  llemairied  in  1888  Alice  L.  A\er)-, 
daughter  of  Mcn  ill  N.  and  Charlotte  (Russell) 
Aver)-.  llei-  father  was  born  in  Augusta,  Me., 
April  22,  1826;  and  her  mother,  September 
30,  1827.  All.  i\\ery  li\ed  for  a  while  by 
farming  and  teaming,  but  later  bought  a  farm 
near  Wyoming,  built  a  house,  remodelled  the 
out-buildings,  and  gieatl)'  im])roved  the  land. 
After  fu'c  \ears  he  sold  out,  and  traded  in  dif- 
ferent lainis  until  1880,  when  he  settled  on  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  aiul  one  acres  in  the  town 
(jf  Warsaw,  where  he  iKnv  lives,  classed  among 
the  most  enteriirising  and  progressive  farmers 
in  this  jxirt  of  the  country.  He  and  his  wife 
have  had  six  children.  The  eldest,  banma  T., 
born  iApril  29,  1852,  marrietl  Thomas  b'isher, 
now  li\ing  at  l'a\  ilion,  and  dietl,  leaving  four 
children  —  Homer  Charles,    (irace,  and 

Charlotte.  Ceorge  N'.,  born  September  25, 
1854,  married  i-dla  Kingtlen,  ami  lix'es  at  La 
tirange.  llattie  \'..,  born  b\'bruar)'  2,  1858, 
married  Wallei-  R.  7\)ers,  of  ()hio;  and  both 
ai'e  now  deceased.  lloiace  W. ,  born  May  29, 
1863,  mairied  banma  Langdon,  ol  Warsaw, 
lives  at  J'earl  Creek,  anil  has  one  child,  Pearl. 
Alice,  born  Jul)'  17,  1866,  is  the  wife  of  Roy 
P.  Capwell.  llei  twin  sister,  Annie  M.,  mar- 
ried Chester  Ci.  Hamilton,  of  Ohio,  and  is  li\-- 
ing  in  the  town  ol  Warsaw,  mother  ol  one 
child,   Walter  )•;.  Hamilton. 

Mr.  Capwell  li\es  on  one  ol  his  lather's 
farms  near  Linden,  W)ianing  County.  Some 
years  since  he  bought  a  Cl)de  engine,  and 
with  ])a\'i(l  Peggs,  who  owned  a  thrashing- 
machine,  went  into  partnershi|)  in  tlie  business 


bought  a  Stevens  engine  and  grain-separator, 
and  a  Western-house  bean-thrasher.  lie  also 
has  a  set  ol  leed-i'ollers,  and,  ha\ing  litled  up 
a  buililing  attached  to  his  house  with  an  engine 
and  all  appliances  for  grinding  grain  foi  feed, 
is  carrying  on  an  e\tensi\e  business,  being 
well  pationi/,eil  1)\'  larmer^  Irom  lar  and  near. 
Two  children  ha\e  been  born  tn  their  home, 
namel)' :  Rena  Priscilla,  August  20,  1893; 
and  Aver)-  Will,  Januar)-  1,  i8<j5.  Some  of 
the  sturd)-  spirit  whieh  clxiractei  i/.ed  llie  life 
ot  his  g|-anilsiie,  Peter  Capwell,  iriu>t  flow 
in  the  \eins  <it  his  descendant;  for  a  more 
energetic,  pros|)eri)Us  man  is  rarel)  Iwund  in 
lural  communities  than   Ro)-   P.  Capwell. 


of  thrashing 


lain  and   beans.     In   1893  the 


partnership  was  ilissidxed.     Mr.  Capwell  then 


RS.  MARV  WHALbA'  PblASb:, 
of  A\"on,  N.\'.,  who  represents  one 
of  the  pioneer  families  (jf  Lixing- 
ston  Count)-,  was  Ixn  n  in  this  town, 
where  she  now  makes  her  home.  Her  giand- 
father,  John  Purchase  Whalev-,  son  of  Jeiemiah 
and  'I'amson  (Purchase)  Whaley,  was  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  A\-on.  blrecting  in  the 
wilderness  a  log  cabin,  he  braxely  toiled  to 
clear  and  cultivate  a  farm,  and,  enduring  with 
fortitude  the  hardships  ol  frontier  life,  remained 
here  till  his  death.  11  is  widowed  mother, 
whom  he  brought  with  him  fmin  .^Ia^^achu- 
setts,  died  at  tlie  .Axon  homestead  in  1805. 
'I'he  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  hdizabelh 
M  ill  iman. 

Their  son,  Caleb  Jelfers  WIkiIcn-,  the  fatlier 
ol  Mrs.  Pease,  was  born  in  Perkshire  (. Dunt)-, 
Massachusetts,  and  was  \er\-  )'oiing  when  Ids 
parents  removed  In  l.ixingston,  where  he 
gained  his  education.  He  served  in  the  War 
of  1812,  in  which  he  \-olnnteereil  a  second 
time,  and  w-as  wounded  on  tlie  da\-  the  cit\-  of 
.''uifalo  was  burned.  He  died  in  1830.  His 
wife,  the  mother  ot  eight  children,  was  (  )ipha 
Wilkinson,  a  natixe  of  Connecticut.  .She  died 
on  the  home  larm  at  the  age  ul  si-vent \--se\en. 
'Pile  following  official  jiajieis  w  ill  be  read  with 
i ntei est  :  — 

"1  hcreb)-  certify  that  C.  J.  Whaley,  a  Ser- 
geant in  Captain  James  McXaii's  comj^any 
ol    inlanli)-   and    Lieutenant  Coluiiel  Philetus 
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Swift's  regiment  of  United  States  Volunteers, 
iiiuler  the  act  of  Congress  of  I'eljriiary  6,  1812, 
has  faithfully  clischaigcil  his  duty  as  a  trust}' 
Sergeant  for  twehe  months;  and  he  is  hereby 
discharged  fioni  the  ser\  ice  of  the  United 
States  with  honoi'.  .And,  agieeahle  to  said 
act,  he  has  i"ecei\ed  a  musket,  l)ayouet,  and 
other  personal  ec|iii|)ments,  as  a  public  testi- 
monial of  the  proniptitiule  and  /eal  with  which 
he  volunteered  iiis  ser\ice  in  suppoit  of  the 
rights  and  honor  of  hi^  country. 

"By  order  of  Major-general  11.  Dearborn, 
commanding  the  I'niteil  .States  arm}',  Piiii-r:- 
•rus  SwiFi',  Lieutenant  Colonel  L'nited  States 
\'nlin)teers. 

"Given  luuler  my  hantl  at  Buffalo  on  this 
tenth  day  of  Ala}',  1813. 

"J.\.\ii-;.s  AIcNaik, 

"  Cap/aiiiy 

"C.  J.  Whaley  was  born  in  Massachusetts, 
IJerkshire  Couiity.  lie  scr\ed  in  Captain 
David  Bigelow's  company  of  New  York  mili- 
tia, in  Lieutenant  Colonel  Samuel  iUid^eslee's 
regiment;  has  residetl  in  A\on,  Li\'ing.ston 
Coimty,  N.Y.  ,and  has  resided  here  for  space 
of  twenty-three  }ears  past  ;  and  j)i'e\'ious 
thereto  he  icsided  in  Massachu.setts,  ]5erkshire 
( '(Unity. 

"Sworn  and  subscribed  this  fourth  day  of 
March,   1828,   befoie  me,  W  illiam  T.  llosher, 

'  '  "      "C  \i  ri;  J.   WiiAi  KV.  " 

"I  certify  that  in  conformit}-  with  the  law 
of  the  United  States  of  the  3(1  of  Maich,  18 19, 
C.  J.  Whaley,  late  an  hji.sign  in  the  coni|)any 
conmianded  by  Captain  Bigelow  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  is  inscribed  on  the  l'eii- 
sion  List  Roll  of  the  i\cw  \'oik  Agency,  to 
conniience  on  the  thiitieth  da}'  of  December. 

"Given  at  the  War  Olllce  of  the  Uiuted 
States,  twent}'-ninlh  da}  of  Afarch,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hiindi'ed  ,ind  nineteen. 

"J.    C.  C.MJIOUN, 
"  Si\  rcliii'Y  of  1 1  'tir." 

Mary  WHialey,  daughter  of  this  stanch  pa- 
triot, was  nian  ied  when  Iwent}'  three  }'eais  of 


age  to  ICmery  T.  Lease,  son  of  Henry  Pease, 
of  Livonia.  Air.  luner}'  Lease  was  a  man  of 
marked  birsi ness  abi  1  it}  ,  engaging  in  the  lionr 
Iratle  in  New  York  City,  and  also  in  the  for- 
warding business,  at  an  early  age.  In  1832  he 
went  to  Caliiornia,  ^tud,  erecting  (lour-mills  in 
San  l-'i'anc isco,  was  \er}'  successlul,  building 
u|j  an  innn.ense  trade.  lie  rem.iined  there  till 
1870,  when,  ha\'ing  retiu'ned  luist  on  a  \'isit, 
he  died  in  Avon  soon  after  his  ai'ri\al.  Airs. 
Lease  still  retains  an  interest  in  the  California 
business,  but  has  livetl  at  the  W  hale}'  home- 
stead since  the  death  of  her  husband.  She  is 
much  esteemed  bv  the  people  ol  A\on;  among 
whoiii  she  has  lor  so  long  been  a  familiar  pei'- 
sonage. 


feTT  I^'^'^^'^^^  I'l^l'-'STON,   principal  of 

the  Attica  High  School,  is  a  well- 
/J|A  kn(jwn  and  poijuiar  instiuctui'  <>{ 
'  \\'}'|'iiiing  County,  his  thoiough 
scholarship,  energv,  and  enthusiasm  in  his 
work  being  among  the  chief  elements  of  his 
success.  He  is  a  nati\e  of  the  Lmpire  State, 
having  been  born  in  the  }ear  1832,  in  Linck- 
laen,  Chenango  Count}',  on  the  same  farm  where 
his  mother  was  born,  and  where  she  resided 
until  her  death.  All'.  Lieston's  " reat-iiraml- 
father  on  the  ])aternal  side  was  born  and  hied 
in  Scotlantl,  whence  in  1783  he  eniigialeil  with 
his  fainil}'  to  the  L'nited  States.  /\ftei'  liv  ing 
for  a  short  time  in  Stonington,  Conir,  he  came 
to  this  State,  settling  in  Lincklaen,  where  amid 
the  dee|)  torests  he  reared  a  humble  log  house 
and  began  the  pioneei'  work  ot  tleaiing  a 
homestc-ad.  Reai'ed  to  habits  ol  induslr}'  ami 
ihritt,  he  labored  in  season  anti  out;  and  the 
hne  farm  ol  three  hundred  acies  whieh  he  re- 
claimed Irom  the  wilderness  is  still  in  the  pcjs- 
session  of  one   -f  his  descendants. 

VA'\  Lreston,  son  ot  the  einigiant,  was  born 
in  Scotland  in  1783.  He  grew  to  maidiowd  in 
Lincklaen.  and  during  the  laiger  poition  of  his 
lite  was  engagetl  in  l.irming.  He  mairied  a 
Miss  Olin,  who  was  born  ot  Irish  ancestors  iii 
Chenango  Comity ;  and  tlie\  became  the  par- 
ents of  ele\'eii  chiUlien,  of  whom  four  tlaugh- 
ters  and  li\'e  sons  grew  to  m,ituiit\'.  One 
daughter,    Mrs.    Betse}'    Re}  Molds,    ol  ALulison 
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County,  and  Rilc}'  Preston,  father  of  the  suh- 
ject  of  this  skeleh,  are  still  lixini;-.  l^ith  of 
the  ])arents  lived  moie  tiian  louiseore  )'i'ars, 
and  died  within  a  few  months  of  eaeh  other. 

At  the  time  of  his  niarria<i,-e  Riley  I'reston 
]nu"ehaseil  the  (dd  home  farm  of  his  fathei-in- 
law,  and  lived  thereon  until  after  the  dealh  ol 
his  wife  in  l.SSo,  when  he  removed  to  i'ddred, 
I'a.,  niakini;'  his  home  with  his  daughter.  'J'he 
niaitlen  name  of  his  wife,  to  whom  he  was 
wedded  in   i  was  Luey  L.  Maine;  ami  to 

them  four  childien  were  Ijorn,  one  of  whom,  a 
hrit;ht  little  boy,  died  at  the  early  aij,e  of  four 
years.  'I'he  others  ai'e  :  luiiily  A.,  the  wile  of 
II  1^'.  (iieenman,  lesidini;  in  I'ddiecl,  i'a.; 
Arthur  M.,  the  suhjeet  of  this  bi  ief  sketeh  ; 
and  Nettea,   a  resident  of  Boston,  Mass, 

iXithur  M.  Preston  acquired  the  rutliments 
of  his  education  in  the  district  school,  and  at 
the  a^e  of  fifteen  years  entered  the  Classical 
Institute  at  DeRu)-tei-,  then  a  famous  institu- 
tion of  leaiai injj,',  but  now  extinct,  from  which 
he  was  [i;ratluated  in  1871  as  valedictorian  ot 
his  class.  The  succeeding  thiee  )'eai's  he 
stutlied  with  private  tutors,  and  in  1875  be;j;an 
his  i)edag()i;'ical  career  as  teacher  in  a  select 
school  at  South  Otselic,  his  ijupils  beinjj,' 
young  men  and  women  who  were  ])reparing 
themselves  for  professional  lives.  He  subse- 
cpiently  spent  two  )ears  at  New  Woodstock,  as 
principal  of  the  high  school,  going  from  tliere 
to  Madison  Acaclemy,  where  he  was  pidncipal 
for  two  )'eai's,  resigning  his  jiosition  to  accept 
the  [irincipalship  of  the  Sih'er  Cieek  I'nion 
Schoid  and  Academy,  a  position  which  he 
filled  most  .satisfactorily  for  eight  yeais.  In 
1892  Professor  Preston  came  to  Attica;  and 
under  his  able  sLi|)ervision  the  high  school, 
with  its  roll-call  of  more  than  h\-e  hundretl 
pupils,  and  ten  aide  instructors,  I'anks  among 
the  foremost  schiiols  in  the  county.  Arthur 
M.  Preston  was  miited  in  marriage  in  1875  to 
I'dsie  W'oodi'uff,  of  \\'hitne\  's  Point,  who  died 
si.\  yeais  later,  leaving  him  two  childien: 
Willard  I).,  now  a  stutlent  at  Allied  L'nixer- 
sity;  antl  Nina  M.  In  1883  the  Professoi' 
married  Nettie  L.  I^abcock,  a  ilaughtei-  of 
II.  R.  lkd)cock,  of  Hamilton.  Mrs.  Preston 
was  educated  in  Hamilton,  being  a  graduate  of 
the  union  school  and  of  the  Hamilton  P'emale 


Seminarv,  and  betore  lu-r  marriage  was  a 
\ei"\-  sutcessfid  teaelu-r.  ()iir  Lhild,  a  little 
d.iiighler  o|  .sL'\'en  \i;ns,  l)i  iLdili-ii>  ami  eheeii 
theii'  lious(,'hold.  .Smi.dh',  l'rt)k'>>Mr  Preston 
is  a  piumiiienl  meud)ei'  ol  the  .Masonic  Iraler- 
uit\,  and  has  serxed  as  .Senior  l)i.\uiin  ul  ihc 
lodge.  k  id  igioiisl  \',  Ixitli  hi,'  ,iiul  his  wileai'e 
Inin  l)i.die\Lis   in  di)iliines  dl    [\\^_-  Paptist 

(  huixli;  and  lie  is  superinleiideiit  m|  the  .Sun- 
day-scliool. 


A.MI;I';L  PP.R(;1';X,  one  of  the  most 
pros|)ei"ous  agi  icultui  ists  ot  Liv  ing- 
ston Count)',  is  a  usetul  and  esteemed 
citizen  ol  ,M(iUnt  Moiri'-,  where  he  is 
at  present  engaged  in  milling,  bein,,  tlie  nwiitr 
of  the  haiterprise  Mill.  His  father,  Jacob 
Pergen,  was  born  in  the  town  ot  Ideniing,  Ca- 
\  uga  County,  |anuar\'  22,  1803  ;  and  his  grand- 
father, Christopher  Pergen,  was  buin  in  New 
)erse\',  being  a  descendant  ol  emigrants  liom 
Ibdlaiid.  In  1 8o_'  he  came  from  Ne^v  jcrsc)' 
to  this  .State,  making  the  renio\al  with  teams 
to  Cayuga  Count\',  l.ieing  one  ol  the  earl)'  set- 
tlers of  the  town  of  l-'leming.  lie  was  a  man 
of  much  education,  and  in  aiUlition  to  teaching 
school  iiKule  himself  generall\-  Usctul  in  cleri- 
cal work.  He  remainetl  a  resident  ol  P  leming 
for  many  )'ears,  but  exentualh'  came  to  this 
count\',  where  he  died  at  the  age  ot  eighty-six 
)'ears.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  iiame  was 
jemima  l!,iile\',  was  born  in  .New  jersey,  and 
(lied  in  |j\ingston  Count\-,  \\hen  eiL;IU)'-h\e 
)ears  old.  .She  bore  him  H\'e  daughters  and 
two  sons,   all  of  whom  grew  to  matuiit)'. 

Jacob  Pergen  was  educated  in  Ca_\  uga 
Count)  ;  and,  when  eighteen  )ears  old,  he  and 
his  brother  Samuel  came  to  l.ix'ingstou  Count) 
on  a  pros|>ecting  lour,  making  the  journe)'  to 
and  fro  on  font,  their  object  being  t')  select 
suitable  land  for  a  farm.  luich  one  had  hlteen 
dollars  in  his  pocket;  and,  securing  a  tract  ot 
lift)'  acres  of  woddlaiul,  now  im  bided  w  ithin 
the  boundaries  >if  Mount  .Alori  i^,  tluw  made  a 
tiist  pa\ment  i>f  thiit\  iloUais,  and  received  an 
article  of  agreement  theri.'for.  Huth  \veie  sin- 
gle men  at  that  time,  and  alter  the)'  had  built 
a  log  hou-'C  their  parents  i  ame  to  keep  house 
for  them.     J.icoh  was  maii  ied  a  lew'\eais  latei"; 
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and  ho  then  l)()ught  an  adjoining  tract  of  hind, 
on  which  a  frame  liouse  liad  been  built. 
ing  tlie  house  to  the  side  ol  llic  hig  cabin,  lie 
continued  the  clearing  and  ini])roving  of  his 
homestead,  and  before  the  time  of  his  decease 
had  a  \-ahiable  and  well -cult  i \ated  faini.  lie, 
too,  lived  to  a  gre;it  age,  d\  ing  in  his  eiglity- 
ninth  year.  His  sister,  .Mrs.  Daniel  1'. 
Sedam,  died  in  1894,  aged  ninety-six  years. 
His  wife,  formerl)-  Ann  Idiza  Amerman,  was 
horn  in  the  tow  n  of  .X'iles,  L'a\  nga  Count}',  antl 
died  in  Livingston  Count)'  in  the  eighty-second 
year  of  her  age.  .Se\ en  eh  i  l(h  en  were  born  ot 
their  union  -  .Samuel,  Alar_\  J.,  Catherine  li. , 
Harriet,  Robeit  K.,  Sarah  \'..,  and  l-'iances  C. 

Samuel,  the  ehlest  sou,  was  boiu  on  Ala}'  JO, 
1830,  received  a  good  coniinou-seliool  educa- 
tion, and  on  the  old  home  farm  in  the  town  of 
Mount  Moi'ris  was  thoroughly  instructed  in  the 
art  of  farming.  lie  teinaiueil  beneath  the  p'd 
ternal  roof-ti'ee  until  his  marriage,  when  he 
began  housekeeping  in  a  log  hou>e,  one  ol  the 
lirst  built  in  the  town,  and  which  is  still 
standing.  vXlteiMHcnpN  ing  it  tor  thiee  }'ears, 
he  built  a  frame  bouse  close  1)}',  and  there 
li\ed,  engaged  in  general  farming,  mitil  kS66, 
when  he  sold  that  place  anil  bought  a  farm  on 
the  Creek  Road,  now  known  as  the  Dowling 
larni,  where  he  residetl  two  }ears.  Selling 
that,  Mr.  I^ergen  bought  the  I)i".  Rogart  prop- 
erty at  Unit>n  Corners,  antl  thei'e  continuetl  his 
agricidtural  labors  until  the  s|Ming  of  I1S.S2, 
when,  lea\'ing  his  son  in  ehaige  o|  the  tarm, 
he  removed  to  the  \illage  of  Mijunt  Morris, 
and  resided  on  l^agle  .Street  until  1.SS9.  lie 
then  purchased  the  pleasant  house  where  he 
now  lix'esand  caiiies  on  a  go<jd  milling  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  has  been  engagetl  since 
i>ScS2.  He  is  a  man  of  good  business  abil  ity 
and  tact,  most  houoiable  and  upi  ight  in  all  ol 
his  dealings,  and  is  well  worth}  of  the  I'esjiect 
universally  accorded  him. 

The  hrst  wife  of  Mi",  iiergen,  to  whom  he 
was  weddetl  Hecember  31,  1N31,  was  Harriet 
J.  Robinson,  a  uati\e  ol  \\'e^l  Spaita,  and  the 
daughter  of  I.e\i  and  1  Jesdemona  (Heiiton) 
Robinson.  Alter  a  |deasaut  mariied  lite  ol 
nearly  ten  }ears  she  passed  awa}',  lea\'ing 
three  children — Cora  I'.. .  Julia  1).,  and  John 
R.     In  h'ebiuary,  i86j,  iMr.  ISeigen  was  iniiteil 


in  marriage  with  Marietta  l^osley,  a  native  of 
i'a\'ilion,  (ienesee  Count}',  N.Y.,  being  the 
tiaughter  of  lulmund  and  Han  iet  (Crossett) 
J5osle}'.  (  )f  this  unioii  two  children  ha\'e  fjcen 
born —  I.ucia  and  Minnie.  In  their  religious 
\'iews  Ml",  and  Mrs.  Ik'rgen  full}'  coincide 
with  the  tloetrines  of  the  Methodist  epis- 
copal church,  of  which  tliey  are  aclixe  and  es- 
teei"i"ieil  members.  l'(d itically,  Mr.  Jiergen  has 
been  idenlirted  with  the  Independents;  and  for 
many  }ears  he  has  been  deepl)  interested  in 
the  temperance  mox'emeiil. 


i  ^  l.OliCE  ROMi'.SSlCR,  a  well-to-do 
\  •)  I  and  highly  resi>ected  farmer  of  the 
town  (jf  Sheldon,  \\'}'oming  Count\-, 
is  a  fine  representative  of  those  honest  and 
liai"(.l-\\ inking  citi/.eiis  of  alien  birth  who  have 
by  their  own  unaided  exertions  worked  them- 
seh'es  up  Iroin  compai'at i\'e  po\'ei"t}'  to  prospei"- 
ity  and  inllueiice.  Mr.  Romessei  was  born  in 
Havaria,  (ieiiiiaii}",  April  16,  1X34,  being  a  son 
ot  II}'roun}niiis  Romesser,  a  native  of  the  same 
l)lace,  and  the  grandson  of  John  Romesser,  a 
iarmer  and  a  life-long  resident  of  Bavaria. 
The  latter  reared  a  family  of  fl\'e  sons  and  one 
daughter;  aiul  of  these  Meinrad  and  the  father 
oi  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch  came  to 
this  countr}'  in  1847,  each  being  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  four  children,  the  entire  ex- 
penses ol  the  vo\"age  lor  the  twelve  persons 
amounting  to  li\e  hundred  dtjl  lars. 

H}'i"oun}'m us  Romessei"  was  born  in  iSoS, 
and  was  theielore  in  the  prime  of  life  when  he 
crossed  the  otean  with  his  laniih".  He  and 
his  brother  ];ought  lift\  acres  of  land,  twent\'- 
li\e  acres  each,  pa}i!ig"  twent\'-one  dcdlars  an 
acre,  this  price  including  the  stock  on  the 
larm.  He  labored  w  ith  persex'cring  eiieigv  to 
cultivate  lii>  1  uul,  living"  thereon  until  death. 
The  wile  who  accompanied  him  to  America 
died  in  (  )ctobei",  1S50,  aged  fortv-two  \eais, 
leaving"  two  soiim  and  two  daugiiteis,  as  follows: 
(icorge,  ol  whom  we  write;  Jacob,  a  laborer, 
living"  in  Castile;  a  daughter,  now  living  in 
.Minnesota;  and  one  in  .Missouri.  The  father 
snbsec|Uent  1}  mairied  a  lailv"  Irom  Alsace, 
b' ranee  ;  and  ot  that  union  two  sons  and  one 
daughter  were  born,  the  latter  ol  whom  is  now 
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a  resitlent  of  Missoiii  i,  the  boys  having  died  in 
early  )  ()utli  of  (li|i]itlieria.  In  i  872  the  fallier 
departetl  this  life,  lea\inL;'  but  a  small  ])r()[)ei'l  \'. 

(]eoi\i;'e  Roiiiessei'  obtained  his  prel  ini  inary 
echkation  in  (leiinan)',  where  he  attended 
school  si.\}'ears;  and  after  com in;j;  to  Slieldon 
he  was  a  pupil  of  the  district  school  thiee  win- 
ters, lie  began  life  on  his  own  account  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  )-ears,  working  for  the  farmers 
during  the  summer  seasons,  recei\'ing  from  fnur 
to  se\'en  dollars  a  month.  lie  C(.)ntinued  work- 
ing b)'  the  month  for  ele\'en  years,  six  of  the 
years  being  spent  in  one  place,  with  his  wages 
raui'ing  from  ten  to  sixteen  chdlars  a  month. 
Industrious  and  fiugal,  he  sa\ed  nKjney,  and  in 
December,  1S62,  matle  his  first  purchase  of 
land,  iia}  ing  one  thousand  dollars  for  sevent)'- 
hve  acres,  on  which  there  stood  a  partly  fin- 
ished house.  lie  has  since  bought  other  laiul, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  rich  and  \-aluable 
farm,  containing  three  hundred  and  twent)- 
se\'en  acres  in  a  body,  besides  some  forty  acres 
of  tinibei'.  Mr.  Romesser  is  extensively  en- 
gagetl  in  genei'al  agriculture  and  daiiying, 
keeping  thirty  or  more  cows,  and  sending  his 
milk  to  the  factor}-  two  miles  distant.  in  ail- 
dition  to  raising  grain,  hay,  and  the  usual 
crops  of  this  section  of  the  State,  he  has  n\'e 
large  orchaids,  which  produce  an  abundance  of 
a|>|)les  and  otiier  fi'uits,  the  whole  )  ielding  him 
a  good  income. 

( )n  h'ebruary  5,  1861,  Mr.  Romesser  was 
united  in  marriage  with  I'^lizabeth  Davis,  a  na- 
tive of  Oldenburg,  (iermany,  antl  a  daughter  dI 
Michael  l)a\  is.  Her  fathei'  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  1854,  bringing  with  him  his  \vife  and 
family,  consisting  of  five  daughters  and  one 
son,  anotlier  son  being  subsec|uent  ly  burn  to 
them  oil  Amei'ican  soil.  Mi'.  Da\  is  bought 
seventy  acres  ot  imi)idved  land  in  SlieUlon,  and 
began  general  larming;  but  he  dietl  within  a 
year.  ills  widow,  now  an  octogenarian,  re- 
sides on  the  limne  tarm.  She  has  six  childieii 
li\ing  t wo  ilaughters  besitles  Mrs.  Romesser 
in  Sheldon;  one  (hiughter  in  Kansas;  and  two 
sons,  Michael  and  Joseph,  on  liie  laiin  with 
tlieir  mother.  h'ourteen  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Romesser,  six  sons  ami 
eight  daughters,  the  living  being  as  l(dlows: 
George,     Albert,     Mary,     Catherine,  .Anna, 


I-hank,  Sarah,  and  Andrew.  .Six  ha\e  passed  to 
tlic  lile  immortal;  naiiieh',  an  inlant,  l'"iances, 
Jti'.cph,  RM>a,  Clara,  and  Willie.  .Mr.  Rumcs- 
sei'  lai<es  an  ai.li\e  part  in  the  maiiageiiieiit  of 
local  affairs,  and  has  sei\ed  as  .Assessor  six 
)ears  and  C()llecti>r  tun  )'ears.  In  |)ii|iticshe 
is  a  strong  supprnter  ut  the  principles  ul  the 
DeiiiDcralic  part\' ;  and,  lel  iginiish  ,  he  and  his 
tamih'  are  members  ut  the  Catlvdic  Church. 


T^]'WT()\  S.  HARKI'.R,  a  wh.desale  and 
I  — 7  retail  lumlx'r  dealer,  cari\ing  on  an 
I  Is  I  exteiisix  e  business   in   the  tuw  ii  (jf 

Xnnda,  is  a  man  ot  great  enterprise 
and  ability,  and  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the 
manufacturing  and  iriercantile  ciixles  of  this 
section  of  Livingston  Count)'.  lie  is  now  in 
the  jaime  ot  lite,  his  birth  ha\'ing  occurred 
Jnlv  5,  1852,  in  the  town  of  Xuiula,  being  the 
son  of  Jesse  J5arker,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in 
()neida  County  in  1812,  and  the  grandson  of 
Jesse  l-Sarker,  Si'.,  one  of  the  ea.rh'  settlers  of 
(  )neida  Count)'. 

Jesse  liarker,  Jr.,  gained  his  livelihood  1)\' 
tilling  the  soil,  hav  ing  been  reared  lai  a  farm 
and  well  trained  in  its  labors  during  his  mi- 
noiit\'.  In  1834  he,  accomjjanied  In  three  of 
his  brothers,  canie  on  foot  to  this  count)',  and 
settled  in  that  part  ot  Xnnda  that  has  since 
been  known  as  Barkei'stow  n.  After  toui'  \  ears 
of  incessant  toil  and  wise  thrift  he  liauul  him- 
self possessed  of  enough  mone\  to  warrant  him 
in  l)uyiiig  a  fifty-acre  farm.  (h)  this  he  built 
a  comfortable  Irame  house,  and  there  he  and 
his  good  wife  reared  their  tamih  and  li\eil 
until  called  to  theii'  etein.d  home.  lie  m, 11- 
rietl  jane  Ihadhw,  tlie  d.uightei  ol  James 
ihadlcN.  .Slie  was  a  girl  ol  Iwehe  )ears 
when  she  came  to  Xunda  with  hei'  father 
cjid  two  brothers.  (  )f  this  fainih'  the  onl)' 
living  repi  esentat i\'e  is  .\lon/o  llradle\',  of 
A\'on.  (M  the  union  ol  Mr.  and  Mis.  Marker 
fi\e  children  wa-ie  boin,  as  lollows.  Idi/abeth; 
hanoi'N,  who  died  at  the  a-e  ol  sixteen  \  ears; 
i'Nther,  who  dietl  when  thiit\-si\  \  e.n  s  ut  age; 
Amelia;  and  .Xewton  S. ,  ol  Xunda.  I  he  par- 
ents weie  held  in  esteem  thionghont  the  ciJin- 
iiiunit)',  and  were  l.iilhlul  memheis  ot  the 
Methoilist  church. 
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'I'hc  subject  of  this  sketch  spi-nt  the  clays  of 
his  boyhooil  and  \()ulh  mi  llie  home  farm,  ac- 
cjiiiriii^^  ill  tile  mean  lime  a  Mihslanlia!  e(hica- 
tion  in  llie  clislriit  .schools  and  a  pi'actical 
kii()\vled[.;e  ol  aj^iiculUiie.  While  continuing;' 
ids  farming"  ])ursuits,  he  bej^an  dealing  in  hmi- 
her  on  a  small  scale,  meeting  with  such  pioht- 
ahle  results  that  he  was  encoinaged  to  build  a 
saw-mill  and  manufacture  lundjei'.  I'his  busi- 
ness I\Ir.  l^aiker  lias  graduall}-  enlarged  until 
lie  is  now  one  of  the  most  extensi\c  wholesale 
aiul  retail  lumber  dealers  of  this  section  of  the 
county. 

In  1S74  Mr.  Ikirker  was  mairied  to  Miss 
Mary  Clute,  the  daughter  ot  James  and 
Amanda  (Iddridge;  Clute.  The  name  of 
Clute  has  long  been  prominent  in  the  annals  of 
l,i\'ingston  l'ouiit\',  the  giandtalher  of  Mrs. 
Marker,  I'honias  Clute,  of  ( 1  ibsonx  i  1  le,  having 
been  for  many  )ears  agent  for  the  Indians,  and 
also  laiitl  agent  for  the  "white  woman,"  Mary 
Jemison,  who  wa.s  the  owiitr  ol  a  large  tract  of 
land,  lying  partly  in  tliis  and  ])ai"tly  in  Alle- 
gany Comit)'.  She  is  said  to  ha\e  been  the 
daughter  of  while  parents,  and  carried  away 
captixe  wlien  a  small  thild  b\'  the  linlians,  and 
biought  up  by  them.  lo  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Harkei" 
three  children  have  been  born;  naniel)',  Asa 
j.,  Maiy  j.,  and  Aitluu"  C.  The  silent  mes- 
senger of  tiealli  has,  howexer,  cast  his  shadow 
across  the  thieshold  o|  this  happN  home,  bear- 
ing away  their  little  son  Aithur  C.  at  the 
tender  age  ol  two  xeais.  Their  oliier  son,  i\sa 
J.,  is  in  the  emplo\  of  the  Lehigh  Railxvay 
Coiii]xuiv'.  Mr.  ISarker  cast  lii.^liist  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  Rutherford  Ik  llaxes  in  1 1X76,  and 
has  always  alliliated  with  the  Republican 
paity.  A  man  of  excel  lent  financial  iudgmeiit, 
ol  integrity,  aiul  honor,  he  has  sc'ix'cd  his  fel- 
liiw-townsmen  with  fulelilx'  as  Assessor  and  as 
\illage  Trustee. 


1). 


'.S,  a  cit  i/eii  ol  Perry,  is 


a  man  well  known  011  account  ot  his 
wide  cNperieiue  in  \arions   lines  ol 
business.     lie  xvas  born  at  Mount 
Morris,    Livingston    I'ountx',    X.W,    July  3, 
icS.p,  son  of   Richard   and   Pdeanor  (Broxvn) 
Phillips,  and   grandson  ol    .Samuel  and  Sarah 


(Schoby)  I'hillips.  His  grandparents  were 
born  in  New  Jersey  and  emigrated  to  the  Slate 
of  New  N'oik,  settling  liisl  in  .Seneca  Couiil)- 
and  afterwards  in  Mount  .Moiris,  Lixiiigston 
Count\'.  Here  .Samuel  Phillips  bought  two 
hundreil  aci'es  of  uncultixated  land,  which  he 
clearetl  and  improxed,  transforming  a  wilder- 
ness into  a  Iruillul  tarm.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  eighl\-four  )ears.  He  and  his  wife  xvere 
members  of  the  Methodist  ICpiscopal  church, 
and  in  politics  he  xvas  a  Hemocrat.  (  )f  theii" 
children,  nine  in  luiinber,  but  one  daughter 
surx  axes. 

Ricliard  Phillips  xvas  mairied  at  an  early 
age  to  Ideanor  Pamelia  Hroxvii,  daughter  of  1']. 
Hroxvn,  a  farmer  ot  Lixingston  Count)',  after 
which  he  piircliased  a  larm  near  I k'ooksgroxe  ; 
and  lliere  he  resided  until  his  dealli.  He  died 
in  the  j)i'inie  of  life,  June  <S,  1N45,  being  at 
the  time  but  thirlx  -lhree  xears  ol  age,  and  left 
a  xvife  and  three  cliihireii,  naiiielx  :  [Marian, 
xx'ho  mari'ied  [.  W.  Hurxea,  a  larmer,  and  re- 
sides in  R  ichmondxi  1  le,  Mich.;  .Saiah  J'di/.a- 
f)eth,  xxidow  ol  (ieoi'ge  Werner,  who  resides 
in  Hornel  Isx  i  1  le,  and  is  the  mother  of  three 
children;  and  .S.  1).  Phillips,  tlie  subject  of 
this  briet  biographx'.  I  he  xvile  ol  Richard 
Phillips  is  still  lixiiig,  at  the  age  ot  seveiitx- 
six  years,  and  resides  in  11  ornel  I sx  i  1  le,  \.  \'. 

S.  \).  Phi  1 1  ips  resided  xvilh  his  grandfather 
until  sixteen  )'ears  of  age,  when  he  made  a 
start  in  the  xvoi  Id  tor  himselt.  .\t  the  age  of 
eighteen,  on  April  JO,  I.S61,  he  enlisted  at 
Nunda,  N.\'.,  in  Company  P",  Tliirt}- third 
Regiment,  Nexv  \'ork  Stale  \'olunteeis,  but 
was  discharged  August  5  by  reason  o|  injuries 
receixed  in  line  of  dnix".  Although  entitled 
to  an  hoiioiable  discharge,  he  lined  a  substi- 
tute; and  thus  the  ranks  of  his  compaiix'  suf- 
fered no  loss.  ()ii  k'ebruiiry  ni,  iSTo,  .Mr. 
Phillips  married  Ann  Tallman,  daughter  of 
William  Tallman,  a  farmer  ol  Mount  Morris. 
'Phc)'  had  one  child,  Harriet  ]■'..,  wlio  lixes  at 
home.  When  but  twentx'  lixe  xeais  ot  age, 
Mrs.  Ann  T.  Phillips  passed  aw.ix  ;  and  011 
A|)i'il  |c^,  1N73,  Mr.  Phillips  man  led  Marian 
I'].  Ricluirds,  who  xv.is  born  .September  j;, 
1 84C3,  daughter  of  Dana  and  kdi/a  (Hollisler) 
Richards.  The)'  li;ixe  resided  in  Peiix',  xvilh 
the  exception  of  a  lew  years  spent  111  .Nebraska 
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and  ()hi().  Mr.  I'hillips  is  a  standi  Repul)li- 
can,  a  mL'nil)L'r  of  JcjIih  1'.  l\()bins()n  I'ost,  No. 
lOl,  (irand  /\rni)'  of  the  Kcpiihl  ir,  and  of  Con- 
stellation 1-<h1^c,  a.  ]•'.  i&  A.  I\I.,  No.  404. 


-AMIC.S  IIA'llIAWAY  JACK. SON, 
AI.l).,  propi'ictor  and  ])hysician  in 
chari;e  ot  the  Jackson  .Sanatorium  at 
l)ans\ille,  N.\'.,  was  born  in  I'eter- 
l)oroui;h,  Madison  Count)',  June  11,  i  N4 1 . 
His  earliest  ancestors  in  America  came  o\er 
from  l']n<;]and  in  the  "Defiance"  in  1635;  and 
from  John  Jackson,  an  innkeeper  in  Cambridge 
in  1675,  who  inherited  from  an  uncle  Richard 
his  Brattle  .Street  ])ropert)',  has  descended  the 
Jackson  family.  The  great-j^reat-^randfather 
of  Dr.  Jackson  was  Deacon  John  Jackson,  of 
Weston,  Mass.,  who  was  born  in  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  Jamiar)'  \2,  1703,  and  married  in  17J7 
to  Mere}'  Chailwick,  of  Watertown.  The  Dea- 
con's son.  Colonel  (liles  Jackson,  born  in 
Weston,  January  12,  1732,  was  one  of  the 
striking  figuies  on  the  stage  of  historical 
drama  dui'ing  the  period  of  America's  strug- 
gle for  i nde[)entlence.  He  was  a  Ccjlonel  in 
the  !""irst  Ikikshire  l-iegiment  of  Massachu- 
setts of  the  I'JeN olutionary  ainiy,  a  Field 
Officer  and  Chief  of  (icneral  (iates's  staff  at 
the  battle  of  .Saratoga,  and  drew  up  with  his 
own  hand  the  aiticles  of  capitulation  which 
were  signed  by  Huigoyne.  The  original  draft 
of  this  most  inteiesting  document  is  presei"\-ed 
as  a  treasuietl  heirloom  in  the  Jackson  famil\'. 

Colonel  (liles  Jackson  was  married  twice. 
His  first  wile  was  ?iliss  Anna  Thomas,  who 
bore  him  lourteeii  children.  The  second  wile 
was  Mi  s.  .Sarah  Atwood  (  )rtoii,  a  widow  with 
h\e  children,  to  whom  six  children  were  born 
of  her  second  husband,  so  that  under  the  p.i- 
tenial  root  a  laniily  of  t\venty-fi\'e  sons  and 
daughters  were  reared  to  youth  and  maiden^ 
hood.  Medical  talent  seems  to  have  come 
down  through  se\'eral  generations;  tor  the  pa- 
triarch Colonel's  son,  James  Jackson,  boin  in 
'I'yringham,  Herkshire  County,  Mass.,  was  a 
physician  and  was  Army  Surgeon  at  .Sackett's 
Harbor  in  i<Si2.  He  marrietl  Mrs.  Mar)'  Ann 
( ['ddeikin)  Claik,  a  daughter  of  \'ine  I'dderkin 
ami   Lytlia   .Ann  White,  of  Conneclicut,  and 


a  grand-daughter  of  Ciiloiiel  Jedediah  I'.ldei-- 
kin,  a  la\\\er  ot  gri;al  repute,  and  member  of 
tfie  Connecticul  Conmiittee  of  .Safrlw  The 
wido\s'  C'lai  k  had  a  tamil\'ol  (i\ e  clii  Idreii  b)' 
a  lormei'  marriage. 

I  lie  next  in  the  line  now  being  considered 
is  James  Caleb  Jackson,  son  ol  Dr.  )ame.-^  and 
Mar)  A.  (I'dderkin)  Jackson,  boi'ii  at  .\binlius, 
\.\'.,  MarLh  2N,  iSii,  who  will  long  be  le- 
membered  as  the  foimder  of  the  celebi'atecl 
Ingienic  instilulion,  "()ur  Home,"  at  Daus- 
\ille,  now  kniiwn  as  the  [ackson  .Sanato- 
rium. J.mies  C.  Jackson  studied  medicine 
with  his  lather,  and  receixed  a  di|)lonia  fioiii  a 
medical  college  at  .S\  iacirse,  N.  \'.  In  early 
nicmliood,  taking  an  intere^t  in  the  great  cpies- 
tions  ot  the  da\',  he  was  L Oriespoiid i ng  .Secre- 
tai")'  in  1  S42  of  the  American  .'\nti-sla\er\  .Soci- 
et\,  and  editetl  lor  a  time  the  Madison  Count)' 
.-[bolitioinst,  which  was  a  strong  ad\ocate  of 
euKUH-ipat  ion.  b'.ithei'  through  o\  ei-woi-k  (»r 
Iroiii  some  other  cause  he  lost  his  health, 
aiul  was  given  up  to  die.  ]5ein;'"  succe^sf ul  1  v 
treated  at  a  water  cui  e  in  Cuba,  \ .  \'. ,  under 
Di".  (lleason,  alter  his  reco\er\' lie  became  part- 
ner in  a  siniilai'  establishment  at  (ilen  I  laven, 
Ca)  uga  Count)',  at  the  head  of  ISkaneateles 
I.ake.  In  the  autumn  ot  1S5N  be  came  to 
i)ans\ille,  and  opened  tlie  "Home,"  from 
which  has  grown  the  piesent  .Sanatoii um.  lie 
won  a  wide  reputation,  nni  oulv  as  a  ph\>ician, 
but  as  an  orator  and  writer,  and  as  editoi'  of 
an  able  and  widel\  known  peri(jdieal,  '///(' 
Lilly's  of  l-ifc  aiiil  Jt'iiniiil  of  llcaltlt.  ( Jn 
.September  1  u,  1.S30,  1k'  mai'ried  Miss  l.ucietia 
]'".d;;erti  HI  ilrewstei',  a  lineal  (le^^cendant  ol 
I'dder  W'i  1 1  iam  Hrewslei',  of  the  "Ma\tlower" 
band.  .She  became  the  niotliei'  ol  thiee  chil- 
dien,  ol  whom  ouI\-  one,  James  Halhaw.u,  the 
s])L'cial  subject  of  this  sketch,  now  sur\  i\'es. 

James  llatliawa\'  Jackson  was  graduatetl  at 
the  age  of  thirty-five  from  IVdlevue  llospital 
Medical  College,  New  \'ork  Cilw  In  1876 
he  assumed  cliai'ge  ot  the  laikson  .Sanatorium 
at  Danx\ille,  so  successt  ull\'  cariietl  on  by  his 
l.ilher  lor  neail\-  twent\'  \'ears.  I  bis  .Sanato- 
rium is  a  model  institution,  designetl  to'-  the 
recuperation  ot  minds  and  bodies  that  ha\e 
been  cuteelded  b\'  disease  or  shattered  by  o\'er- 
slrained  ner\es,   and   sets  foith    its  purposes, 
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ends,  and  niotixcs  in  the  c\'^ht  propositions  of 
its  annoiincL'nicnt  to  iIk-  public 

"(iod  has  so  created  and  lelated  man  to  life 
on  earth  -casualties  aside-  that,  in  order  to 
li\e  free  fioni  .sickness  ami  to  die  troni  old 
a^e,  he  needs  onl)'  to  obey  the  laws  upon 
which  life  and  beaUh  depend.  Theiefoi'e  as 
Christians,  as  well  as  adxocates  of  a  new  medi- 
cal philosophy,  we  insist:  lii^t,  that  sickness 
is  no  more  necessar\'  than  sin  ;  second,  that 
the  i;ds[)el  demands  that  human  l)eiiij.;s  should 
live  liealthful  1\-  as  well  as  rel  iL;iously  ;  tliird, 
that  within  the  s[)here  in  which  they  are  to 
operate  ph)sical  laws  are  as  sacred  as  moral 
laws,  and  that  mankind  is  as  truly  bound  to 
obey  them  ;  lourth,  that  obedience  to  j)h)  si- 
cal  laws  would  do  aua}'  with  disease  and  the 
countless  number  of  ailments  that  smite  hu- 
nianitv  from  infanc)-  to  matiuit}',  and  that 
by  such  obeilience  —  casualties  aside  —  man 
would  die  of  okl  a^t;e  ;  fifth,  that,  in  ortler  to  be 
curetl  of  any  cuiable  disease,  one  needs  simply 
to  be  broui;ht  within  the  ran^e  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  laws  ol  his  oi'L;anism,  and  to  be  so 
relatetl  to  them  that  the\'  ma\-  work  Luiobstruc- 
ti\'ely  in  older  to  ^i;et  we  ll  ;  sixth,  that  therelore 
the  onl_\'  sound  iihilosoplu'  upon  whicli  to  pro- 
ceed to  treat  the  sick,  with  a  \  iew  to  their 
restoration  to  health,  is  to  em|)lo\  such  means 
and  such  oul\'  as,  had  the\-  been  properl)'  used, 
would  have  kept  them  from  becomini;  ill  ; 
seventh,  that  the  i  iL;ht  to  use  one's  jiowers  and 
faculties  neither  ori,i;iuates  in  nor  depends  upon 
sex,  but  npoii  the  possession  ol  an  intellectual 
antl  moral  natine,  and,  inasmuch  as  woman 
])ossesscs  lliis  as  truh  as  man,  hei'  ri^ht  to  use 
whatever  powers  oi'  lacidlies  which  beloni;'  to 
her  is  equal  with  man's;  eiL;hth,  hence  we 
advocate  sui  h  lelm  nialion  in  our  [;()\  ernment 
as  will  place  women  in  all  lesjiects  on  etpialit)' 
with  men  before  llie  law. 

"Such  are  oni'  princi|)les;  antl  we  respect- 
fully commend  them  to  the  public,  and  be^ 
that  the  Wise  and  (iood  assist  irs  in  their 
promul^at  ion. 

The  spacious  and  handsome  buiklini;'  stands 
on  the  site  o|  the  (dd  Sanatorium  known 
as  "Our  llome  ]I\<;ienic  Institute,"  which, 
with  its  valuable  library  and  medical  appli- 
ances, was  total  1)'  (lest roved  by  lire  <in  June  jf). 


i8<S2.  It  is  entirely  fire-proof,  and  in  its 
etpiipment  one  ol  the  most  thoroUL;h  in  Amei  - 
ica,  and  to-da)  is  tilled  with  all  smls  and  con- 
(litions  ol  invalids  fiom  all  ipiarleis  u\  ihc 
^lobe.  .Situated  twelve  hundred  leet  above 
the  sea  level,  anionij;  the  hills  of  the  lovi.l\' 
vallc}'  ol  iIk'  (ienesee,  the  sui  roundin^s  of  the 
Jackson  Sanatorium  seem  to  have  been  spe- 
ciall)'  tievised  by  nature  lor  those  puiposes  to 
whiidi  the  i ntell i^'ence  of  man  has  applied  them. 

'I  he  ipiit't  stietches  ol  torest,  the  pure  moun- 
tain stieams,  tlie  genial  climate,  .iiid  the  pict- 
nrescjue  beaulv  ol  the  scener\',  all  combine  ti; 
olfei'  the  most  advanta;j,eous  conditions  to  those 
who  are  seekini;-  for  health.  The  remarkable 
exceptional  puritv  of  the  water  of  this  ie,L;ion 
has  been  pioved  b\-  its  careful  analvsis,  which 
certifies  tliat  it  contains  onl_\'  six  hundied  and 
forty-one  thousamlths  of  a  ;^rain  of  organic 
matter  to  each  ^"allon.  v\bout  the  main  build- 
\n'j^,  which  is  three  humlred  feet  lont;-  and  live 
sloi'ies  hiij,h,  cluster  a  dozen  |)leasant  cottaL;es 
with  li;4ht,  air)-,  steam-heated  looins,  coin- 
mantlin;^"  chai'iniiiL;'  views  of  hill  and  vallev, 
and  the  villai;e  ol  I)ansville  uestlin;;  below. 
All  ol  the  most  approved  loinis  dl  baths  aie 
em|)loved  in  the  institution,  includiiiL;  the 
Moliei'e,  theinio-elcL  t  lic,  Turkish,  kussian, 
electro-thermal,  and  salt  baths,  also  massaL;e, 
Swedish  movements,  inunction,  vacuum  treat- 
ment, and  all  lorms  ol  electiicitv,  as  seems 
most  suitable  to  the  individual  case.  1  he 
asphalt  rool  ot  the  biiiUliiiL;",  which  serves  as 
a  sort  ol  boulevard,  even  in  winter  presents  a 
lively  ajjpearance  alter  the  bre.ikfast  hour, 
when  the  patients  aie  out  in  iheir  chairs  or 
cots,  <^,iy  with  briL;ht  I'U'^s  or  shawls,  for  fresh 
air  and  exercise. 

I)r,  James  II.  Jackson  was  maii  ied  .Septem- 
ber 13,  I  S()4,  to  Miss  Kate  Johnson,  a  iiKilical 
graduate,  and  a  woman  Lininentlv  litU'd  to  be  a 
helpmate  to  her  husband.  Iheir  son,  I)i.  I. 
iXrthur  Jackson,  is  .Seiretarv  and  i\lanaL;er  of 
this  institution,  and  Ilekai  I).  (lre;j,oiy  is  the 
able  and  efficient  Treasuicr.  Besides  attend- 
iui;  to  his  manilidd  duties  at  the  S.matorium, 
l)r.  J.  II.  Jackson  is  active  Iv  iuleiesled  in 
local  public  affairs.  lie  has  been  a  member 
ot  the  lioaid  ol  Education  ot  |)ansville,  W'oi- 
shiplul   .Master   of    I'luenix    Lodge,    Xo.  113, 
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A.  ]''.  &  A.  M.,  was  the  first  Republican 
I'resident  of  tlie  \'illaf;e  of  Dansville,  bein^ 
clectctl  l'"cbiuai)-  12,  1^93,  l)y  the  first  Repub- 
lican niajoi'ily  e\ei"  obtained  in  the  histoiy  of 
that  town.  The  ])orlrait  of  iJr.  janies  11. 
lackson  acconipanyiiii;'  this  sketch  will  doubt- 
less be  x  iewed  with  interest  by  many  readers 
of  this  volume. 


TT^lIAUXCl'V    K.   SANDER.S,  the  old- 

I  Vp^  est  publislier  in  Livingston  County, 
\^         who  has   been   continuoush'  on  the 

same  papei",  the  Nunda  A'l-ics,  since 
its  establishment  in  1N59,  was  born  in  Taxil- 
ion,  (icncsce  County,  N.\'.,  October  27,  1.S37. 

II  is  father,  Benjamin  Sanders,  was  born  in 
l'enns\-l\ania,  anil,  beinjj;  left  an  orphan,  came 
to  New  A'ork  and  enj^a<;'ed  in  the  cabinet- 
maker's trade  in  Dansville.  Later  he  fol- 
lowed the  same  occu[)ati(jn  for  man}'  years  at 
l'a\ilion,  and  in  1862  moved  to  Nunda,  where 
he  dietl.  His  wife  was  Ihilda  Knapp,  of  \'er- 
mont  ;  and  she  became  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
(h-en,  namely:  (ieorge  A.,  who  is  employed  on 
the  I'tica  /^nss  :  Chauncey  K.  ;  Pamelia  j.  ; 
ami  Alanson  K. 

Chauncev  K.  Sanders  was  educatetl  at  the 
district  and  select  schools  of  Pavilion,  anil 
later  attendetl  Shader's  Commercial  CoUej^e 
in  Lima,  N.  \'.  He  then  found  em|)loyment 
in  the  office  of  the  (ieneseo  Democrat,  ot 
which  paper  his  brother  was  jniblisher,  and  in 
1  .S57  entered  the  olfice  of  the  Dans\  ille  Hcr- 
(ilil.  In  1<S59  Mr.  Sanders  removed  to  Nuntla, 
where  he  .started  the  Nunda  AVtc.v,  which  he 
has  since  continued  to  publish,  his  olfice  being 
in  Union  l^lock.  He  was  in  the  State  militia 
at  the  time  of  the  war,  and  was  engaged  in 
doing  guard  duty  over  the  si.xteen  thousand 
rebel  prisoners  confined  in  the  IClmira  Prison. 
In  1.S61  he  married  Harriet  \\.  Tousey,  daugh- 
ter of  ()r\ille  'FouseN',  of  DansxiUe;  and  they 
ha\e  reared  three  children:  h'annic,  Chaunci.') 
K.,  Ji-. ,  ami  Walter  H.  One  son,  Harry  , 
was  drowned  at  Silver  Lake,  Jul)-  3,  l88c^, 
when  eighteen  years  of  age.  ]'"annie,  the  only 
daughter,  married  l-'rank  S.  Thomas,  of  Mount 
Morris,  and  has  thice  children  --  h'aitli,  Hair\-, 
and  Frank. 


Mr.  Sanders  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  i  iS6o,  and  hasalwa)'s 
supported  the  Kt'publican  |)ai"l)'.  He  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  in  iSOi  by  Picsident  Lin- 
coln, sLixing  lour  yeais;  was  again  appointeil 
til  that  ollice  by  President  Hayes  in  1 879,  and 
so  lailhlull)'  dill  he  pLiiorm  l)is  duties  that 
the  position  was  again  gi\en  him  1)\'  President 
Arthur,  making  his  time  oi  service  in  that 
capacity  fifteen  years.  h'or  many  )ears  he  was 
a  member  ot  the  ISoard  of  P.ducat ion,  and  he 
w;is  .Assistant  Jnuiiial  ('leik  ot  the  Assembly 
in  the  \  ear  18^)7.  I  b-  a  charter  member  of 
Ci'aig  W.  W'adswoilh  Post,  .\o.  417,  dranil 
.•\ini\'  o|  the  Republic,  ot  which  he  was  Com- 
mandei'  m  1894.  He  is  a  member  ol  the  New 
\'oi"k  .State  Press  Association,  the  Republican 
.State  lulitoiial  Association,  being  one  nl  iis 
first  \'ite- Presidents  ;  and  lor  two  \ears,  in 
I1S92  and  iNij3,  he  was  President  ol  the  Li\'- 
ingston  County  I'less  .Association.  .Mi'.  .San- 
ders is  now  President  nf  ihc  Li\  ingstoii  Comity 
Historical  Society,  ha\ing  been  clmsen  at  the 
ainuial  meeting  of  this  important  oigan izat ion 
held  in  January  of  the  present  year,  1S95. 
The  family  attend  the  Cniversal ist  church,  of 
the  Piiaid  of  'Prustees  of  which  societ)'  Mr. 
Sanders  is  Chairman.  He  is  prominent  in 
town  alfairs,  taking  an  active  jjart  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  general  welfare,  and 
is  imiyersall)'  resiiected  by  his  fellow-citizens. 


.LI AM  11.  1A\1:LL,  one  of  the 
K'ading  citizens  of  his  nati\-e  town 
of  M  iildlebur)-,  WAnming  Count}', 
was  born  Decembei'  I,  l  N30,  being  a  son  of 
Lli  and  Charlotte  (Walker)  lAvell,  giandson  of 
Janies  and  Sarah  (Holbrook)  lAvell,  and  great- 
grandson  of  john  IlwcII,  who  was  ot  .Scutch  de- 
sce.it,  aiid  who  was  a  sailoi'.  James  I'.well  was 
boi'ii  ill  Massachusetts,  came  tn  Muldlebur}' 
with  his  sons,  and  lived  here  until  he  died,  ;it 
the  age  of  sixt}'  }ears.  His  wife  sui  v  ived  him 
for  twent}'  }ears,  living  until  the  lipe  age  of 
eighty  }ears.  Tlieii  children  vveie:  .Samuel, 
Henry,  Peleg,  i;ii,  Xanc}',  Mabel,  Luther, 
Heboiali,  lames,  John,  Mercy,  and  Louise. 
Mr.  I'.vvell  vv.is  a  Pirmei';  and,  doubtless.  I  rom 
him   desecnded   the   love  ol   liUimr  the  .soil. 
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which  has  marked  the  character  of  his  desceiul- 
ants.     He  was  a  W'hi^^  in  politics. 

I'lli,  tlie  fourth  son  of  James  and  Sarah,  and 
the  father  of  William  II.,  was  horn  iMarch  5, 
1793,  and  was  ahoul  twent)-lhi'ee  )ears  ol  a[;e 
when  he  came  to  this  place.  1 1  is  elder  brother 
had  preceded  him,  coininL;  to  Middlebur}-  some 
time  before  and  bu\  in_i;'  a  farm.  I'ossibly  sto- 
ries of  the  fertilit}'  of  the  soil  and  the  prosjject 
of  earning-  themseh'es  a  home  induced  the 
father  to  share  their  fortunes.  .Certain  it  is 
that  he  soon  followed  his  sons.  hdi  sold  him 
his  farm  and  mo\ed  to  Wolf  C'leek  in  the  town 
of  Castile,  where  he  erected  two  saw-mills  and 
did  a  thri\ing'  lumber  ljusiness.  Soon  after 
the  death  of  his  father  he  came  back  t(;  Mid- 
dlebury,  and,  li\in;j;  on  the  old  home  estate, 
built  the  house  and  barn  which  m)W  stand, 
planted  orchards,  anil  li\ed  a  life  of  peace  and 
l)rosperity,  ownin<j;  lantl  to  the  extent  of  six 
hundred  acres.  II  is  wife  was  Charhjtte 
Walker,  daughter  of  Obatliah  ^Valker,  who 
was  of  Vermont  birth,  ami  li\-ed  in  the  town  of 
Ik'thany,  Cenesee  Counl\-,  X.  \'.  Mr.  1-di 
I'^vell  raised  a  flourishing  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  I.o\ina,  deceased,  married 
for  her  first  husbantl  Mar\el  J.  Marsh,  and 
after  his  death  marrieil  for  her  second  J.  S. 
C'hase.  Angeline  married  .S.  Ilowes.  llarri- 
soii  married  l^liza  LarnKjre.  Clarintla  mairied 
S.  Ilowes.  i\ll  of  the  abo\e  are  now  de- 
ceased. Mary  married  1).  Cartwright,  and  is 
now  living  in  Allegany  Countw  George  died 
at  sixteen  years  (jf  age.  William  II.  is 
still  living.  Carlos  married  A.  Wilson,  now 
deceased.  Mr.  hdi  l'".well  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-three  years,  wliile  still  in  the  prime  of 
his  life.  He  was  a  supporter  of  the  Christian 
church,  and  belonged  to  the  part}'  o{  Whigs, 
serving  their  cause  loyally.  Two  (dder 
brothers  came  to  Wyoming  County  in  1803, 
and  in  1812  ser\ed  in  the  war. 

William  H.  I-lwell  recei\'ed  his  education  in 
the  district  school  and  Wyoming  Academy, 
'i'hat  he  improvetl  his  advantages  to  the  utmost 
is  shown  by  his  adaptability  for  the  public 
offices  to  which  his  fellow-townsmen  have 
elected  him;  namel)',  .Suiierintentlent  of  the 
I'oor  for  this  count)',  Highwa\'  Conimissioner, 
and  Assessor,  which  last  jjosition  he  held  for 


fifteen  )'ears.  Mr.  Kwell  li\'ed  at  home  until 
he  was  eighteen  )cars  did,  wlieii  he  took  the 
])ortion  ol  his  lather's  laini  alluUcd  him,  abnut 
se\'ent)'  aires,  and  set  about  m.d^ing  a  hon)e. 
]"our  )ears  l.iler,  when  tweaiU -two  )ears  (jf 
age,  he  mariied  Miss  J.  I^.  Millei',  daughler 
of  Jairus  and  jane  ((juail)  Miller.  .Mr.  .Mil- 
ler was  boi'ii  in  Massat husetls.  The  family 
came  here  and  settled  just  south  of  where  the 
luvells  residetj.  "Mv.  Miller  and  his  wife  had 
six  chilihen ---- J.  harieiancN',  ()i'\ille  W. , 
setta,  I'juivia,  hdla,  l.ucietia.  .Mr.  .Miller  was 
a  strong  Republican,  and  a  member  of  the 
l'resb)  lei'ian  chure  h. 

Mr.  William  II.  l^well  has  added  lu  his 
land,  uiilil  at  the  present  time  he  owns  an 
extensi\e  fai'iu  of  one  lunuli'etl  and  fifty  acres, 
lying  aljout  two  miles  fi'om  the  x'illage  of  Wy- 
oming, lie  de\'otes  most  of  his  time  to  stock- 
raising,  in  which  pursuit  he  is  \er\'  successful, 
as  is  exincetl  b\'  his  tioek  nf  one  hundred 
sheep,  his  line  horses,  and  droves  of  sleek 
cattle,  his  bai'us  tilled  witli  ha\'  ami  grain.  In 
fact,  e\'ei')'  tielail  ol  this  prosperous  larm  shows 
the  piactised  hand  and  llie  well-li'ained  e\e  of 
the  i)roj)iietor.  Mi'.  Mwell  owns  eight  acres  of 
orchard  and  also  six  hundretl  peach-trees. 
.Surely,  as  he  lests  from  his  lalxus  at  the  close 
ot  the  day,  and  hioks  ai'ound  liim  o\'ei'  his 
broad  acres,  he  ma)'  wcdl  exclaim,  "The  lines 
are  lallen  unto  me  in  pleasant  places!'' 
blight  children  ha\e  been  born  to  i\li'.  and 
Mrs.  I'lwell,  naniel)  :  Ciiarlie  II.,  who  dieil 
at  the  age  ot  eight  )ears;  .Manie  I'.,  li\'ingat 
liome;  h'red  i ). ,  now  l  esidiug  in  Xorth 
Dakota;  (ieoi'ge  \'.. ,  at  home;  blank  (  ). ,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  I w  ent N  -eight  \  e.ii's  ;  ITIa  J. 
whoniaii'ied  I].  J.  Kenned\',  and  lives  in  \'a\c 
County;  hdmei'  R.  and  .Meed  A.,  living  at 
home.  Mr.  blwell  is  a  meml)ei'  nf  the  ( )dd 
bellows  bulge  at  Wyoming,  ami  also  belongs 
to  the  Iu[uitable  .Aid  I'nion. 


(^TVNnRb.W    j.    \\ILI.I.\RI)    is  a  well- 
know  n    merch.nit    ol    Ciene-^eo,    \.  ^^ , 
whose   extensive   coal    and  lumber 
)ards,  with  oltices  attached,  aie  con- 
venieiUh  situated  ;tl  tlu'  railro.id  depnt.  lie 
was  born   in   I'ortage,    \\)i)miiig  liumlv,  .No- 
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vcnibcr  i,  1.S2.S.  His  father,  Alvasis  Will iard, 
was  Ixiii)  ill  \l'\v  Mn-laiul  in  1790,  and  was 
icarcd  a  lainuT  ami  lunibcrnian.  In  i<S26hc 
ni(i\c(l  Id  the  town  of  I'orta^e,  I.i\'in;;st(>n 
County,  antl  established  himself  in  the 

lumber  business  so  suceesstuUy  that  he  re- 
mained there  until  1S47.  In  that  year  he  con- 
eluded  to  change  his  headquarters  to  Geneseo, 
where,  with  that  capacity  which  is  born  of  ex- 
perience, he  was  able  to  follow  his  business 
even  more  prosperousl)'  than  before.  He  died 
in  (leneseo  August  I,  1862,  havin<j;  passed  the 
allotted  threescore  )X-ars  and  ten,  and  leaving' 
behind  him  a  lecord  of  faithful  industry  worth}' 
of  the  lii^^hest  I'espect.  The  wife  of  Alvasis 
W'illiard,  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  before  mairiage  Miss  Lydia  Albee,  a  nati\e 
of  Alassachusetts,  She  reared  nine  children  — 
Melissa,  I'rederick,  Clarissa,  Kphraim,  Lu- 
cinda  R.,  .Andrew  J.,  Levi  A.,  Lovett  J.,  and 
Samuel.  This  de\"oted  mother  of  so  large  a 
famil}'  was  not  urimindful  of  her  Christian 
duties,  being  an  exemplary  member  of  the 
I'resbyterian  church.  She  died  in  the  town  of 
(leneseo,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years. 

Andrew  j.  W'illiartl  spent  his  early  years  in 
Portage,  attending  the  district  school  there. 
When  he  was  fifteen,  the  family  mo\cd  to  Gen- 
eseo. He  assisted  his  father  for  a  time;  but 
at  eighteen,  with  the  lo\e  of  change  incident 
to  voulli,  he  concluded  to  go  to  work  on  a 
farm.  He  follouetl  this  occui^ation,  working 
by  the  month  and  learning  agriculture,  till  he 
was  twent)'-six  }ears  old,  when  he  rented  a 
farm  for  himsell.  .At  the  end  of  eight  years 
he  mowd  to  Axon,  and  remained  in  that  i)ict- 
uix'sque  antl  somewhat  noted  locality  about 
three  yeais.  Circumstances  then  making  a 
change  desirable,  he  returned  to  Geneseo  and 
leased  a  farm  of  fourteen  hundred  acres  known 
as  the  "big-tree  farm,"  where  he  branched  out 
into  the  cattle-raising  industry.  This  exten- 
sive entei'prise  he  carried  on  with  his  accus- 
tom etl  /eal  and  sagacity  for  fourteen  years,  and 
then  turned  his  attention  in  a  different  direc- 
tion by  purchasing,  in  connection  with  Mr. 
Shaffer,  his  present  property,  consisting  of  a 
large  coal  yard,  a  saw  and  planing  mill,  lum- 
ber }'ai'd,  and  accessories.  vXfter  a  few  years 
Mr.   Shalfer  sold   his  |)ortion  and  interest  in 


the  concern  to  Mr.  Xeff,  who  continues  to  be 
Mr.  W  i  1 1  iard '  s  jiart  ner.  The  firm  has  been  for 
some  time  known  b}'  the  name  ot  Williard  & 
Xeff. 

Mr.  Andrew  J.  Wi  1 1  iard  was  mai  ried  ( )ctober 


1855,  to  Miss  ()pliclia   liush.  The 


ir  c 


hil 


di-en,  four  in  nunilier,  aic  all  living  sa\e  Jen- 
nie, who  dii'd  earl)'.  Willis  A.  married  Miss 
Xancy  Sco\"ille,  and  is  at  present  located  on  a 
farm  in  (jeneseo.  Clara,  the  only  daughter, 
niariied  Mr.  John  Lowry,  a  cigar-niaker  of  the 
town,  and  has  one  child,  nametl  Walter.  The 
other  son,  h'l'ed,  who  alter  a  course  of  study 
was  irraduated  froiii  the  meilical  colle^re  in 
Huffalo,  X.\'.,  is  now  a  iiractising  ph\sician 
of  tliat  large  and  enteiprising  city.  Mrs. 
()phelia  H.  Williard  died  iii  1S77.  .She  was 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Williard  manied  for  his  second  wife 
his  brother's  widow,  Mrs.  Susan  Williaril,  a 
daughter  of  Miner  Joiies,  a  iirominent  farmer 
of  Portage,  her  native  town. 

Mr.  Andrew  J.  Williard,  the  circumstances 
of  whose  life  are  here  briefly  reviewed,  is  so 
highly  esteemed  b)'  his  fel low-t<iwnsnien  for 
his  intelligence,  enterjirise,  and  gooil  under- 
staniling  of  men  antl  things,  that  he  has  been 
elected  Superx'isor  of  the  towii  at  three  sepa- 
rate elections,  his  Republican  oi^jionents  help- 
ing to  give  hini,  a  Democrat,  a  majority  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  \'otes.  Mr.  Williard  has 
filletl  other  iniportant  offices,  including  that  of 
H ighway  Coinniissioner,  as  well  as  serving  as 
President  of  the  l^oaril  of  lulucation  for  three 
years  past.  He  attends  and  liberally  helps 
support  the  Presbyterian  church    in  Geneseo. 


■OIIN  MARKICV,  jn-oprietor  of  a  hotel  at 
Ja\a  Centre,  is  a  most  genial  host,  anil 
is  also  an  impoi'tant  factor  of  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  Wyoming  C'ounty, 
where  his  entire  life  has  been  spent,  he  ha\'ing 
been  boin  in  the  town  of  Java,  Ajiril  27,  1.S47, 
and  here  bied  and  ediicatcd.  He  is  of  Irish 
parentage,  being  the  son  of  James  M.irkev, 
who  was  borii  in  Covnitv  Louth,  Iiel.md,  in 
I  S  I  o. 

James  Markey  was  left  an  orphan  al  the  ten- 
tier  age  ot  three  years,  and  w.is  reared  to  man's 
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estate  by  kind  friends.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  sailed  for  America,  and  was  landed  on 
the  shores  of  New  Yuvk  after  a  stormy  voyage 
of  nine  weeks.  lie  was  an  inchistrious  and 
ambitious  young  fellow,  and  in  the  city  worked 
at  any  honorable  empbiN  nienl  he  could  find 
until  coming  to  this  ])art  ol  the  State.  In 
Wheatland,  Monroe  County,  he  w<jrked  as  a 
farm  hand  by  the  day  or  month,  and  by  great 
economy  sa\'ed  enough  monc)'  to  warrant  him 
in  buying  a  tract  of  land.  11  is  first  jjurchase 
consisted  of  tift)'-si.\  acres  in  Ja\a,  which  he 
bought  in  1840.  A  small  clearing  had  been 
made,  and  there  was  a  ])artially  built  frame 
house  on  the  [iropcrt)'.  lie  cleared  and  im- 
proved a  farm,  to  which  from  time  to  time  he 
made  substantial  additions,  until  his  property 
aggregated  three  hun(li"ed  and  sixty  acres  of 
land,  besides  an  acre  and  a  half  in  the  village, 
where  he  built  a  home,  living  there  until  his 
demise  in  1873.  His  wiilow  sur\i\-ed  him, 
dying  in  December,  1880,  aged  seventy-si.\ 
years.  While  a  resident  of  New  York  City, 
in  1834,  he  marrietl  Mai'gai'et  Kerwin,  a  natix'e 
of  Ireland.  (  )f  the  fue  children  l)orn  to  them 
all  are  now  li\ing,  as  tollow^,:  Ann,  the  wife 
of  John  ]\Iooney;  ]\Irs.  Kate  (lallagher,  a 
widow;  Thomas,  a  farmer;  Mary,  wife  of 
Thomas  IMuna}';  and  John,  ot  whom  we  write. 

John  I\Iaike\'  was  reared  to  habits  ot  indus- 
try and  thrift,  and  after  lea\  ing  the  home  farm 
spent  some  three  \ears  in  the  oil  regions  of 
Pennsyh'ania,  whither  he  went  in  1865.  Re- 
visiting the  ])lace  in  1869,  in  the  month  of 
July,  he  began  tlriUing  for  oil,  working  by  the 
day,  and  the  subsequent  year  took  contracts  for 
drilling.  In  1873  Mr.  Markey  returned  to  the 
place  of  his  natix  ity,  and  purchased  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres  of  land  from  his  father, 
[laying  eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars,  but  being  obligetl  to  go  heavily  in 
debt.  In  the  fall  of  1874  he  disposed  of  all 
but  si.\ty-two  acres.  The  following  year  he 
sold  the  remainder  of  his  lantl  and  bought  a 
farm  of  one  hunili'cd  aiul  twenl)'-five  acres 
which  his  father  had  formerl)-  ownetl.  In  less 
than  a  year  he  again  sokl  out,  and  subsequently 
bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  on  which  he 
carried  on  general  iainiing  lor  si.x  )ears.  In 
1880  Mr,   Marke)-  bought  his  present  village 


lot,  and,  erecting  a  comniodious  house  and 
barn,  opened  his  premises  to  the  travelling 
public,  December  22,  1880.  The  faim  piop- 
erty  which  he  then  owned  he  sold  in  1882; 
and  in  1889  he  bought  a  hirm  ol  one  hundred 
acres  near  the  \'illage,  tliis  lairn  being  now 
managed  b\'  one  <il  liis  son.s,   (ieorge  A. 

Mr.  Marke\-  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of 
matrimon}'  l-'ebruarv  9,  1869,  to  .Anna  K. 
Twite,  a  daughter  ot  James  Twite,  a  nati\'e  of 
Erin's  hde.  Two  tlaughters  and  three  s<uis 
have  been  born  of  their  union;  namel\-,  James 
W. ,  George  A.,  Andrew  J.,  b^stelle  C.,  and 
Anna  li.  Mrs.  Maike)'  passed  to  the  bright 
world  be\'ond  b'ebruary  ,26,  1893,  at  the  age  of 
forty-fi\'e  \  ears.  Mr.  Markey  has  usual  1)'  \  oted 
the  Democratic  ticket  ;  and  he  has  ser\'ed  as 
Constable  and  Cid  lector  for  two  )  ears,  and  as 
Highway  Commissioner  two  \ears.  Sociall}', 
he  is  a  member  of  the  .Select  Kniglits. 


YrA;/  I  IT, 1AM  Gk.\NT,  an  early  pioneer  of 
\Ys\/  tlie  \illage  of  Moscow,  in  the  town 
of  Leicester,  Li\-ingston  Count)-, 
N.Y.,  was  born  on  the  piesent  .site  ot  the  .St.ite 
prison  at  Aubui  n,  XA'.,  in  Ma\  ,  1804.  II  is 
father,  Danit.1  (irant,  was  born,  it  is  thought, 
in  Conneilicut,  and  came  from  there  to  New 
York  State,  locating  in  Aulmrn  when  that 
locality  was  known  .is  llanlenbnrgh  Corners. 
He  remainetl  but  a  lew  \ears,  and  then  went 
westward,  jienetrating  the  wikls  ol  the  Cenesee 
\'alley.  After  li\  ing  foi-  a  while  at  Caledonia, 
he  pushed  on  to  Castile,  where  he  secuied  a 
tract  ot  land,  cleaied  a  tarm,  and  here  resided 
until,  adxanced  in  \ears,  he  remoxed  to  AIos- 
cow,  to  sjieiid  his  last  da\s  with  his  son  Will- 
iam. Daniel  (Irant  ser\cd  in  the  War  of 
1812.  His  wife's  maiden  name  was  ITmice 
Hlanchanl. 

William  Grant  was  leared  to  habits  of  in- 
dustry amid  the  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  and  in 
young  manhood  went  to  .Moscow  to  establish 
himself  in  busim^'ss.  lie  \\as  so  successlul 
that  in  a  lew  )'ears  he  became  a  picmiinent 
manufacturer  of  wagons  and  caniages.  His 
business  soon  increased  to  sui.h  an  extent  that 
he  purchased  propert\  in  Moscow,  inclutling  a 
ku'm  near  the  town,  u|Hin  which,  liowewr,  he 
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never  li\'e(.l,  but  retained  his  residence  in  tlie 
village  until  his  deatli,   Xovenilx'r  lo,  181S7. 
Mr.  (iianl  nian  ied    lulia  A.  (idrliani,  who  was 
horn    in    1N07,    in    l''a\'ette,    Seneca  C'oiuit}', 
N.  v.,  antl  was  tiie  daughter  ot  James  and  Ma- 
rissa  (Morris)   (lorliani,   who  were  early  j)io- 
nccrs  of   Seneca   County.     Mrs.    Cirant  iliei.1 
August   26,    1883.     .She   wa.s   the  mother  of 
seven  children  —  William  Murray,  Phebe  Eliz- 
abeth,  Daniel  W. ,   Helen   M.,   iMargarct  A., 
Ahu')'  Marissa,  and  Justina  IC. ,  two  of  whom 
dieil   in   childhood.     William    Murray  Grant 
enlisted    in   the   Twenty-fourth    Indiana  bat- 
tel"}-, \ew  \'ork  X'olunteers.     lie  dietl  in  the 
hosjiital   at    Xewbern,    X.C.,    September  14, 
l86j,  after  a  shoit  illness,  thus  escaping  the 
terrors  of   .\nderson\  ille    Prison.     Phebe  \L 
was  married  at  the  age  of  twenty  to  Richard 
Woods;  and  he  and  his  only  sons,  h'rank  M. 
and   I'rederick,    are   now   successful  business 
men   in  Pasadena,   Cal.,  Mrs.   W(jods  hax'ing 
died  since  their  i'emo\al  there.     Helen  M.  is 
the  only  representat i\'e  of  the  family  now  re- 
siding in  Idvingston  County.     She  was  born 
in  Moscow,  recei\Mng  her  early  education  in 
this  place,  and,  .showing  exceptional  literary 
ability,  was  sent  away  to  school,  and  afterward 
taught  for  a  time.     She  was  married  to  Heriah 
M.   Co\erilale;  and   she  and  her  husband  are 
the   parents   of    four  children  —  luigene  M., 
Nellie,    Thomas,    ;ind    W.    Grant  Coverdale. 
Margaret   A.    and  Justina   K.   remained  with 
their  parents,   tenderly  caring  for  them  until 
severed  by  death,  after  which  they  sought  to 
build  them  a  home  in  the  sunny  lands  of  Cali- 
fornia, where  they  now  reside.     P"or  fifty-two 
years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Grant  were  i)ei"- 
mitted  to  enjoy  life  t<igether.     Mrs.  (irant  won 
by  her  gentle  dis])osition  and  warm  heart  a 
host  of  friends.     I\[r.  Grant  sustained  through- 
out his  life  a  reputation  for  integrity  antl  up- 
rightness of  character,  and  by  his  death  the 
community  lost  a  \alued  member. 


/  J:()RGI':  M.  wolf,  retired  from  ac- 
\  ti\'e  business  life,  and  spending  his 

declining  years  in  pleasant  leisuie  in 
the  \  illage  oi  \'ar\sl)urgli,  has  accumulated  a 
conifoi  table  com]>etcncv,  and  is  the  owner  ot  a 


caluable  farm  of  one  hundrctl  and  three  acies 
not  fai-  from  the  \  illage,  besides  which  he  has 
Iweiit)  acies  ol  land  t-onnecled  with  his  lesi- 
dence.  His  birth  occurred  in  .\lsace,  h'ranco- 
(ierniany,  March  12,  1N32;  and  his  parents, 
Philip  antl  I'.li/abeth  (Shoemaker;  W(df  were 
natix'cs  of  the  same  pro\ince.  'Phe  paternal 
grantlfather  of  Mi".  Wolf  emigrated  to  .Amer- 
ica, settling  in  CaiKula  in  1834;  and  with  him 
came  several  mendjers  of  his  large  family, 
man)-  of  whom  are  still  li\-ing  there,  although 
the  grandparents  liave  long  since  passed  to 
tlieir  final  I'est. 

Phili[)  Wolf  left  iMance  in  1S46,  emigrating 
with  his  wife  and  two  children  to  the  L'nited 
States.  They  were  ninet}'-nine  days  on  the 
water,  the  ship  running  short  of  i)ro\isions, 
and  being  obliged  to  stoj)  at  the  Portuguese 
Islands  for  food.  Mr.  Widf  was  a  tailor  by 
trade,  and  worked  at  that  occupation  a  )ear 
in  New  \'ork  Cit)'.  'I'he  following  spring  he 
started  westwartl  with  his  family,  ha\ing  made 
a  contract  with  the  .h'.rie  Canal  Comi:)any  to 
be  taken  to  f-Juffalo.  Arriving  in  Albany  and 
finding  that  the  canal  was  not  open,  he  shipped 
his  goods  to  Attica  by  rail.  He  settled  in  the 
town  of  Orangeville,  renting  a  house  from  his 
wife's  brother,  Michael  Shoemaker,  who  had 
come  there  six  years  before.  He  subsecpiently 
bought  a  farm  of  si.xty  acres  a  mile  east  of 
X'arysbmgh,  which  he  occuined  for  several 
years.  Pater  he  fipened  a  shop  in  the  village, 
and  there  continued  in  business  until  1 868, 
when  he  bought  a  faini  of  one  hundreil  and 
eighteen  acres  a  mile  east  (it  the  \  illage,  where 
he  farmed  until  his  death  in  1882,  at  the  age 
of  se\ent)--fi\'e  years.  'Phe  mother  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  dietl  in  1852  ;  and  the  father 
married  again,  his  second  wife,  the  widow 
Smith,  being  a  natix'e  of  the  old  countr)-.  Of 
that  union  two  sons  and  three  daughters  were 
born,  making  a  family  of  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living,  e\ce])ting 
Kate,  a  daughter  of  the  second  maiiiage,  who 
married  a  Mr.  lUndingamc,  and  subse(|uent ly 
tlied  in  Iowa.  The  lol  lowing  are  the  remain- 
ing chiKlren:  (ieorge  M.  ;  Sarah,  widow  of 
(jcoige  leaner,  of  \'arysburgh  ;  Augustus,  of 
Iowa;  a  daughter  in  Orangeville;  and  a  d.iugh- 
tei'  in  I'eiiy. 
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In  1862  Gcori^e  M.  Wolf  enlisted  in- the  ser- 
vice of  his  country,  in  Company  H,  One  Hun- 
dred and  '1  hirt)'-si\tli  New  Vork  Volunteer 
Infantry,  reniainin;^'  with  liis  regiment  until  he 
received  his  honoi'able  dischari;"e  in  1865, 
bein^^  a  large  i)arl  of  tlie  time  regimental 
butcher;  and  during  tlie  wliule  pei'iotl  he  was 
ne\'er  away  tiom  his  regiment  nur  in  a  hos- 
pital. Returning  to  ci\il  life,  Air.  Wolf  re- 
joined his  family  in  \'ar)sbi.iigh,  and  soon 
afterwanl  settled  on  a  farm  in  CJrangevi  1  le, 
where  he  carried  on  fifty  acres  of  land.  In 
1870  he  disposed  of  that  ])roperty,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  moved  on  to  his  present  estate 
in  the  \illage  of  \"ar}sl)ui "gh  ami  opened  a 
meat  market,  which  he  cnnchictetl  profitably 
until  1885,  when  he  sold  his  interest  to  his  two 
sons,  who  are  now  carr)  ing  on  a  very  success- 
ful business. 

In  1854  Air.  Wolf  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Catherine  Laninger,  a  native  of  France, 
being  the  daugliter  of  Cjcoige  Laninger,  who 
came  o\'er  to  this  countr)'  in  1838  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  the  othei^  child  being 
Sarah,  widow  of  Jolm  D(jnhauser,  who  died  at 
Waukegan,  111.  The  record  of  tlie  two  chil- 
dren born  of  the  union  of  AIi'.  and  Airs.  Wolf 
isasf(dlows:  (jcorge  W.  married  Miss  Lany 
Broadbrooks,  and  the}'  ha\'e  one  daughter. 
John  man  ied  Catherine  llolfower,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  one  child.  In  i)olitics  Air. 
Wolf  has  alwa\s  been  identified  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic part)';  ami  he  has  sei'ved  the  town  most 
ably  as  Assessor  for  thiee  )'ears,  and  during 
the  years  of  1883  and  1884  he  was  Su])ervisor. 
In  his  religious  \iews  he  coincides  with  the 
belief  of  the  I'resbvterians. 


KROAIb:  SLAIl'R  Wl  1  bdlLOCK,  a  re- 
tired merchant  residing  in  Cuylerville, 
and  for  twenty  years  Postmaster  of  this 
jdace,  was  boi  ii  in  .Shattsbur)',  V^t. , 
August  9,  1823.  His  father,  Joseph  Wheel- 
ock,   was  a  native  of  Woi'cester,  Alass. 

1 1  is  giamlfathei',  Joseph  Wheelock,  Sr.,  was 
born  in  Alendon,  Alass.,  and  was  the  son  of 
Benjami'.i  Wheelock,  a  faiiner  of  that  town, 
and  Abigail  Ransfortl,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  he 
being  one  of  seven  children.     lie  was  a  miller 


in  his  nati\'e  town  until  he  mo\-ed  with  his 
wife,  Sail)-  Slater,  of  l)o.-,ton,  Alass.,  to  Shafts- 
bur)',  Vt.,   and  here  the)'  spent  llieii-  last  da)s. 

The  )'omiger  Joseph  \\  heelock,  who  was  but 
ele\-en  )eais  oltl  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  his 
parents,  then  went  to  li\e  with  Judge  CJlin,  in 
whose  famil)'  he  was  I'cared.  In  i8j8,  several 
)'ears  aftei'  his  mairiage,  he,  with  his  wife  uml 
children,  left  Shaftsbur)-  for  New  Vork  State, 
travelling  b)'  means  of  wagons  to  Tr(n',  and 
thence  b)-  canal  to  Rocliester.  The  household 
goods  were  taken  on  a  flatboat  on  (jenesee 
River  diiectl)-  to  Leicester,  while  the  family 
were  oldiged  to  take  the  stage  to  (ieneseo,  and 
then  hiie  a  team  to  complete  the  journex'  to  the 
town  ot  I'eri)-,  W\()ming  Count\-.  llere  Jo- 
seph Wheelock  bought  land,  and  resided  until 
1831,  when  he  sokl  out  ami  purchased  a  farm 
adjoining  the  Line  Tax'ern  estate  at  the  west 
part  of  the  town  of  Leicester.  This  farm  was 
a  forlorn-looking  place,  with  oid)'  log  build- 
ings; but  in  a  few  years  man)'  im[jrovements 
were  made  and  fiame  buildings  erected.  At 
the  end  of  two  )eais  Air.  Wheelock  rented  the 
Bine  Tavern,  the  property  of  Captain  Horatio 
Jones,  including  a  large  tract  of  land,  where, 
in  connection  with  ta\ern-kee|)ing,  he  engaged 
e.\tensivel)'  in  farming.  In  1839  ^""^  ^"^'-l  '"^'^ 
his  interests  and  went  to  Alount  Alorris,  where 
he  leased  the  American  House,  which  he  car- 
ried on  for  two  )'eais.  He  then  came  to  Cuy- 
lei'ville,  bought  iMojiert)',  and  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business.  In  1835  he  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, joining  two  oi  liis  sons  who  had  pre\  i- 
ously  gone  there.  Returning  to  Cuylerville 
tlie  fcdlowing  )'eai-,  he  heie  led  a  retired  life, 
and  died  when  eight)'  )'ears  of  age.  He  mar- 
ried Anna  1'.  Chappell,  who  was  Ijorn  in  Alid- 
dlefield,  Otsego  County,  and  died  in  1893, 
when  ninet)  -four  )'eais  of  age,  ha\  ing  been  the 
mother  ot  eleven  children  —  Jerome  S.,  Rich- 
ard, Nahum,  Alartin,  John,  Alargaret,  .Anna, 
Alartha,   Hosea,   Alar)',  and  William. 

Jerome  .S.  Wheelock  was  ])nt  Uw  \'ears  idd 
when  he  came  uitli  his  parents  to  New  \'oik; 
and  he  clearl)'  remeinbers  man\'  incidents  ot 
the  jouincN',  and  the  pioneer  life  during  the 
eai'ly  years  in  the  new  liome.  He  assisted  his 
father  with  the  faini  and  hotel  work  until  he 
was  twenty-one,  when  he  started  for  himself  in 
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tlic  grocery  lousiness.  Soon  after,  he  gave  this 
up  for  a  shoil  time  and  engaged  in  buying 
standing  lindn'r,  whieli  lie  cut,  antl  then  rafted 
tile  linnber  through  tlie  Clcncsee  and  J{rie 
Canals  to  All)au)-.  lie  again  took  u[)  the  gro- 
cery business  for  a  periotl  ot  five  years,  after 
which  time  farming  occupied  his  attention; 
but,  as  this  was  not  entirely  satisfactory,  he 
resumeil  mercantile  business,  carrying  a  gen- 
ei-al  stock,  continuing  in  this  until  1S84.  At 
that  time  lie  \va^  owner  of  a  farm  at  Conesus 
Lake;  and,  a^  be  had  sold  out  his  business, 
farming  interested  him  for  a  number  of  years, 
until,  finding  a  suitable  purchaser,  he  scdtl  out, 
anil  has  since  li\ed  practically  retired. 

in  |N,47  Ml'.  W'heelock  married  I'annie  J. 
llouell.  J5\'  this  mariiage  there  were  eight 
children — haiimer  J.,  Kichard,  kdizabeth, 
Anna,  John,  Willie,  b.tta,  anil  Kfhc.  Emmer 
J.  married  Chauncey  Duryea,  and  has  two 
ch ilihen  -  -  l'"rank  and  (Ii-ace.  l^lizabeth  mar- 
ried Lix'ing^ton  liowell,  and  has  three  children 

—  Willie,  Mabel,  and  Jennie  R.  I'-tta  mar- 
ried vXngus  Alcl)onald,  and  has  two  children 

—  Annie  and  hdizabeth.  Kffie  married  David 
Reed,  and  has  three  children — ^  Annie,  Mary, 
and  Jesse. 

Mr.  W'heelock  cast  his  first  vote  with  the 
Democrats  for  I'olk  and  Dallas,  and  his  next 
with  the  l'"ree  Soil  party,  for  Van  Buren. 
Then,  being  one  of  the  first  to  realize  the 
benefits  to  be  dei  i\ed  from  a  change  in  poli- 
tics, he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican part}-.  lie  was  ap|)ointed  I'ostmastei" 
under  Lincoln's  administration,  his  conmiis- 
sion  beaiing  the  signature  of  Montgomery 
Blair;  and  the  length  of  time  he  held  this  post 
shows  the  elficieiicy  with  which  he  has  served 
the  pul:)lic,  and  tlie  liigh  esteem  in  which  he  is 
regarded. 


@SCy\k    W()()1)KU1'I'\  editor  and  iiro- 
prietor   of  the    Dansville   Jixp)rss,  a 
l)aper  dexoted  to  the  interests  ot  the 
I  Lemoiualic  part)'  and  tlie   people,  is 

prominent  in  the  social,  litei'ary,  political,  and 
religious  life  of  Livingston  County,  of  which 
he  is  a  nati\e,  having  been  boin  in  Geneseo, 
Septend)er  17,  1N39.     lie  comes  ol  New  luig- 


land  antecedents.  Ili^  paternal  grandfather, 
( )l  i  \  er  Woodiadf,  an  honoied  pioneer  settler  of 
this  county,  was  boin  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  in 
1755,  and,  when  nineteen  )-eais  old,  entered 
\'a!e  College;  but  a  week  alter  he  eidi>led  in 
the  Continental  ai'm).  Ilaxing  ser\'ed  si.K 
months,  he  re-enlisted,  and  assisted  in  build- 
ing" Fort  Lee  on  the  Hudson  Ri\er,  which  was 
captured  by  the  British  a  month  after  it  was 
finished.  lie  and  othei's  were  taken  jii'is- 
onei's,  confined  in  Xew  ISridewell  in  New 
\'ork,  and  kept  there  all  winter,  with  but  little 
food,  without  fil  e,  and  e\'er)  window  in  the  build- 
ing broken.  An  e.vchange  of  prisoners  took 
place  in  the  ^|)ring  ;  and,  when  released,  thirty- 
three  out  of  the  thirty-fi\'e  men  in  Mr.  Woodruff's 
com]jan\'  died  in  one  idght  from  o\'er-eating. 

Oliver  Woodruff  was  among  the  oi'iginal  set- 
tlei's  of  the  town  ot  Lixonia,  ha\  ing  emigrated 
to  that  town  liom  Connecticut  nearl)  a  century 
ago,  bringing  with  him  his  wife  and  seven 
children.  lie  purchased  a  tract  of  heavily 
timbered  land,  which  during  the  bus)'  )ears 
that  succeeded  he  converted  into  a  fine  and 
producti\e  farm,  where  he  li\ed  imtil  his 
death,  at  the  \'enerable  age  of  ninety  )ears  and 
eight  months,  December  24,  i'S45.  ( )f  his 
seven  children  that  grew  to  adult  life,  nearly 
all  attained  advanced  age.  Sidne)',  who  mar- 
rieil  Oliver  D.  Stac)',  lixed  to  be  ninety-seven 
years  old,  and  retained  her  faculties  to  the  last. 
Hardy  li\ed  to  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 
Bushrod  Washington,  the  fathei"  of  ()scar,  at- 
tained the  age  ot  eight)-se\en  \eais.  Ann 
Sedgwick  lived  t(j  the  age  of  eighty-se\en. 
Olive  and  l)irilsey  lived  to  the  age  of  three- 
score and  ten  years.  Steptoe  passed  away 
when  but  sixt)'  years  old.  ()f  this  family, 
whose  l(.)nge\ity  is  noticeable,  all  of  the  sons 
were  named  after  militar)'  otficeis.  The 
mother  died  while  )'et  in  the  i)iime  of  life,  at 
fifty  yeai  s  of  age. 

Bushrod  W.  W^)odrull  was  born  in  Livonia, 
May  26,  1  N06  ;  and  until,  fourteen  years  old  he 
assisted  in  clearing"  and  im|iro\'ing  the  home 
farm.  doing  then  to  (icneseo,  he  eiUered  the 
office  ol  t)ne  of  the  first  papei's  published  in 
this  comity,  and  learned  the  piinter's  tiade, 
remaining  there  seven  )eais.  Beginning  his 
career  as  a  journe)nian  [irintei',  he  worked  at 
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his  trade  and  as  a  publislicr  in  Geneseo  and 
adjacent  t(nvns,  contimiini;-  at  his  occupation 
until  1  S6o,  when  he  rctiicd  from  acti\'e  jiui- 
suits.  He  departed  this  life  at  Dansville  in 
1893,  ai^etl  ei;j,iity-scven  \ears.  lie  had  great 
force  of  chaiacter,  was  of  a  deeply  reli<^"i(jus 
nature,  and  was  a  conscieiit inus  member  of  the 
Tresbyterian  church.  II  is  w  idow,  who  is  now 
an  active  \vt)man  eij^hty-onc  )-ears  of  age,  makes 
her  home  with  liei"  son  ( )scar.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Sally  A.  Ruse;  and  she  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Ikith,  of  which  her  father,  James  Rose, 
was  an  early  settler.  She  reared  ten  of  the 
thirteen  children  boiii  to  her  aiul  her  husband; 
and  of  these  six  are  now  lix  ini;,  ( )scar  being  the 
eldest.  She  is  also  a  .sincere  Christian,  antl  an 
esteemed  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Oscar  Woodruff  iecei\ed  a  little  educatit)n 
in  the  public  sclmols  of  this  couiit)',  and  at  the 
age  ot  sexeiiteen  \ears  took  a  stool  at  the  coni- 
positoi"'s  case,  in  the  ofhce  of  the  newspaper 
which  he  now  owns,  ami  which  was  then 
known  as  the  l)ans\ilie  lUrald.  lie  be- 
came thoroughlv  prnlicienl  in  the  business  of 
the  office,  following  the  printer's  trade  until 
1861,  when  his  ])atriotic  spirit  was  aroused  by 
the  call  ot  the  President  for  volunteers  in  de- 
fence of  the  Union.  He  enlisted  in  the  Tenth 
New  York  Cavalry,  which  was  connected  with 
(iregg's  Ca\'alry  Division,  and,  having  served 
for  three  \ears,  re-enlisted  antl  ser\-ed  until 
the  close  of  tlie  war,  when  he  leceived  his  hon- 
orable dischaige  at  Syracuse.  He  actively  par- 
ticijiated  in  many  of  the  battles  of  the  war,  and 
was  three  times  promoted  —  first  to  the  rank  of 
Second  Lieutenant,  then  to  that  of  1^'irst  Lieu- 
tenant, and  afterward  to  the  rank  of  Captain. 
Returning  to  ci\il  life,  .Mr.  Woodruff  once 
more  became  a  cit i/en  nf  l);ins\ille,  where  he 
has  since  jjassed  the  mi>sl  of  liis  time,  although 
from  1873  imtil  1875  he  was  paymaster's  clerk 
in  the  United  -States  Nav)'.  I  laving  a  decided 
inclination  tnwaid  journal  ism,  for  which  he  was 
well  fitted,  .Ml-.  Wuodruff  bought  the  Dansville 
jivfiiiss  in  1877,  and  has  since  then  tle- 
\'oled  himstdl  to  its  management.  It  is  a 
bright,  news)-,  and  original  sheet,  and  has  a 
large  circulation,  that  is  b)-  no  n-ieans  confined 
to  party  lines.  This  paper  was  formerly  called 
the    Dansx'ille    lloaLi,    and    was   started  in 


1850  by  ]•:.  C.  Daugherly  and  J.  C,.  Sprague, 
under  the  firm  name  of  \\.  C.  J)aughei-l)  & 
Co.,  and  was  [uiblished  in  the  interests  of  the 
Whig  part),  .About  Jannai\'  1,  1857,  it 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Kno\\--uoiliing 
part}',  and  was  nmler  the  management  of  (]. 
Richanlson  (S;  Co.  loi-  thiee  months.  In 
y\l)ril,  1837,  II.  C.  Page  assmned  coutrol  of 
the  paper;  and  at  the  end  of  that  )ear  it  was 
jnirchased  b}-  (ieorge  A.  .Sanders,  and  ehangetl 
to  ai-i  ad\-ocate  ol  Repufjl  icanisin.  (  )ii  i\u"  ust 
I,  1863,  it  was  sold  to  iMank  J.  Robbins  cuul 
L.  D.  I''.  J'oore,  who  on  August  9  changed 
its  name  to  the  Dansxille  /:.vpi\ss,  ami  en- 
larged it  ii-om  a  six  to  a  se\-en  column  pa|)er. 
In  October,  1870,  V .  J.  Robldiis  became  the 
sole  pr(j[)rietor,  and  further  enlarged  it  to  an 
eight-column  |)ai)er,  whicli  he  eondueletl  in  the 
inteiest  ot  lloiace  Creele}-  until  the  close  of  that 
fan-ious  campaign,  when  he  continueil  it  as  a 
Den-iocrat ic  journal.  ( )n  Junei,  1  S77,  the  [)apei- 
was  bought  b\-  (  )scar  Woodi  uff  and  .\.  1 1.  Knapp  ; 
and  they  conducted  it  in  partnciship  until  Mr. 
Wooilrutf  ]un-chaseil  the  inteiest  of  .Mr.  Knapp 
in  1882,  since  which  periotl  he  has  managed  it 
himself,  greatly  increasing  its  circulation,  and 
brii-iging  it  up  to  its  presei-it  high  ratd^  among 
the  Icculing  newspapers  of  the  coin-it}'. 

I\Ir.  Wootlruff  has  been  twice  married.  In 
1869  he  was  united  in  wedlock  to  Mary  l^etts, 
daughter  of  John  Hells,  a  pioneer  seltlei-  of 
Dans\-ille.  iMis.  Mar)-  Woodruff  died  in 
1870;  anti  in  1892  Mr.  Woodruff  married  Miss 
Nettie  Carnc)-,  daughter  of  William  (i.  Car- 
ney, of  Sparta.  Mi'.  Woodrulf  has  ih(jroughl)' 
idenlilied  himself  with  the  best  interests  of  the 
tow-n  and  count\'  wherein  he  le^ides,  and  is 
110W  sei-\'ing  as  .Su[)ervisor,  a  po>ition  he  has 
held  since  1  890,  hav  ing  been  Chairman  of  the 
Board  one  }-eai-.  Politicall\-,  he  is  a  sti'ong 
advocate  ot  the  Democratic  [Jiinciples.  So- 
ciall)-,  he  is  a  ])iominent  member  of  Canase- 
raga  Loclge,  Xo.  IJ3,  lnde|)endent  ()rder  of 
0(.ld  h'ellows,  and  has  held  e\ei\  ofliee  in  ihe 
lodge.  lie  is  aLo  a  member  ol  Phieiiix 
Lodge,  No.  113,  .A.  V .  .\.  M.,  ami  a  eh.ntei- 
member  and  one  of  the  organi/A-rs  of  the  .Seth 
N.  Hedges  Post,  (jiand  Ami)-  of  the  Repid)lic, 
of  which  lie  was  Commander  for  tw-o  yeais,  and 
Adjutant  lor  se\en  )ears. 
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ZRA  A.  KliLSl':Y,  a  late  and  much  rc- 
siK'clcd  citi/cn  of  Castile,  the  central 
town  on  the  eastern  border  of  \V)'o- 
niin<^'  Count)',  New  \'oi"k,  was  a  nati\e  of 
Whitinj^^  \'t.,  and  the  son  of  Charles  C.  and 
Sally  (Allen)  Kelsey.  I  lis  «;randfather, 
whose  Christian  name  was  also  h^zra,  was  boin 
in  Killingworth,  Conn.  lie  there  occu))ied 
himself  with  farmin!j,'  durinj.;'  most  of  his  life, 
and  died  at  a  ri|>e  old  a^^e,  leax'ing  eight  chil- 
dren—Daniel, llcni)-,  Charles  C,  Phebe, 
Charlotte,  Alary,  Clarissa,  and  Kliza.  Charles 
C.  Kelsey  removed  eail)'  in  life  from  Killini;- 
worth,  his  native  place,  to  Vermont,  where  he 
was  married,  and  \er)"  successful  in  the  puisuit 
of  agriculture.  lliswife,  Sally  Allen,  left  at 
her  tleath  foui'  childien  —  JCzra  A.,  (jilesC, 
Clarissa,  ami  Alary  M.  His  second  wife  was 
I'dmina  Lake,  bv  whom  he  had  two  children 
—  Chai'les  and  Saiah  A.  After  her  death  he 
he  li\ed  with  his  son  in  St.  Lawrence  Count}', 
New  A'oik,  and  died  when  sixty  years  of  age. 

lizra  A.  Kelsey  was  married  at  Whiting, 
Vt. ,  to  Jane  Kimball,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-foui',  lea\'ing  one  daughter,  Har- 
riet A.,  born  Ala)'  ii,  1846.  This  daughter 
is  now  the  wife  of  Ldward  V.  Smith,  a  carpen- 
ter and  joiner  of  Perr)',  and  has  four  children. 
P'or  his  second  wife  Afr.  Kelsey  married  Har- 
riet N.  Kimball,  daughter  of  James  and  Sophia 
(Taft)  Kimball.  Her  grantlfathei',  Amos 
Kimball,  wasanatixe  of  Connecticut,  whence 
he  remo\'eil  to  PiUslicld,  Vt.,  where  lie  carried 
on  his  trade  ol  miller.  His  wife  died  in  the 
prime  of  life;  but  he  lix'ed  to  be  seventy-ti\e 
years  ohi,  and  died  at  Rutland,  \'t.  His  chil- 
dren were:  James,  William,  Samuel,  P3dwin, 
Lucy,  Alar)-,  Lucinda,  Lucretia,  Charlotte, 
Alartha,  l-'.liza,  and  L)'dia.  James  Kimball, 
the  father  of  Airs.  Kelsey,  expeiienced  in  his 
young  da)'s  all  the  hardships  and  difficulties 
of  pioneer  lite.  Setting  out  tor  St.  Lawrence 
Count)',  he  made  his  way  without  (jther  guide 
than  the  maiks  on  the  trees,  and  at  length 
reached  that  part  ol  the  wilderness  where  he 
determined  to  settle.  He  bought  one  hundred 
acres,  erected  his  rough  and  jirimitive  log 
house,  and  proceeded  to  clear  the  land.  Grad- 
ually the  aspect  of  this  wild  region  became 
changed.     A  Cdiulortable  Irame  house  replac- 


ing the  one  of  logs,  and  substantial  bains  re- 
ceix  ing  the  biumteous  harx'ests,  ga\'e  e\'idence 
of  the  prosperity  of  the  o'wner.  He  died  when 
sevent)-li\e  }ears  ot  age,  ami  his  wile  when 
she  was  eight\'-seven.  The)'  left  six  children 
—  J.  William,  Harriet  N.,  J-diza  A.,  Alary 
H.,  Timoth)'  'I'.,  and  Amos  S. 

I'^zra  A.  Kelsey  b)'  his  second  wile  bail  five 
children,  who  may  be  here  briefiy  mentioned 
as  follows:  William  A.  married  Sarah  Her- 
rick,  has  three  chiUlren,  and  lives  at  h'ort  Co\'- 
ington,  N.  A'.  Jennie  S.  marrietl  Wai  ien  J. 
l'"isk,  has  three  children,  and  resides  in  Cas- 
tile. Clara  ]■].  nuirried  V.  ( ).  Atlams,  a 
station  agent  of  the  D.  &  H.  R.l\.  at 
Hnadilla,  (  )tsego  Count)',  N.V.,  and  has  two 
children.  Alary  tlied  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 
Charles  L.  married  Alinnie  A.  Wade,  ami  has 
two  chihiren.  The  youngest  son  resides  on 
the  olil  homestead  in  the  town  of  Castile,  and 
cnltixates  a  fine  farm  of  two  huiulred  and  fift)' 
acres,  pleasantly  located  on  the  east  side  of 
Silver  Lake.  This  projjerty  formerly  included 
other  land  bordering  on  the  lake,  which  has  re- 
cently been  sold  to  summer  residents,  who  are 
erecting  cottages  and  otherwise  imju'oN'ing  the 
spot,  making  it  a  most  inviting  summer  resort. 
Mr.  Kelsey  in  his  early  years  owned  three 
hundretl  acres  in  St.  L:iwrence  CoLinty,  which 
he  sokl  in  1868,  bu\'ing  the  estate  just  de- 
scribed on  Silver  Lake.  In  his  later  years  he 
took  much  delight  in  llie  improx'ement  of  his 
laiul  and  buildings,  and  at  his  death,  when 
se\ent)'-two  )e;i.rs  of  age,  lelt  one  ot  the  l)est 
larins  in  the  town  ol  Castile.  He  iiivaiiabl)' 
voted  the  Republican  ticket,  and  was  a!wa)s 
an  inteiested  member  of  that  part\'.  He  was 
exlraordimnily  energetic  and  ambitious,  and, 
being  hoiior;d)le  in  all  his  business  ileal ings, 
was  lield  in  high  regard  b)  his  many  friends. 


OHN  Al.  AIlLiNh;,  A.AP,  Pii.l),  prin- 
cijjal  ot  the  (ieneseo  State  NornKil 
.School,  one  ol  the  most  learned  ;uul 
ellicient  educators  in  the  hjnj)ire  .Stale, 
was  born  in  Scotland,  ALirch  3,  [S^o.  His 
father,  Charles  Alilne,  by  occupation  a  miller, 
who  had  recei\ed  a  common-school  educa- 
tion, came  to  America   in    1852,   settling  at 
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West  Rush,  IMonr(je  Count)',  N.  Y.  After  a 
residence  there  of  two  )eais  lie  eiii;ai;ed  for  a 
time  in  the  niillinj;'  business;  l)ut  he  moved 
to  Holley,  wliere,  as  in  Rush,  he  Ii\ed  in  I'e- 
tirement  lor  some  }ears  betore  liis  decease, 
whicli  occurred  at  llie  ai^e  of  se\'ent\'-nine  years. 

Charles  Milne  was  a  man  of  stron<;-  charac- 
ter and  of  much  worth  to  the  community,  hav- 
ing gained  the  respect  antl  conhdence  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  who  sincerely  regi'etted  his 
loss.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  Dr. 
Milne's  mother,  was  Jean  J^lack.  She  was 
also  a  nati\'e  of  Sc(Jtland,  where  she  married 
Mr.  Milne.  She  was  a  most  estimable  lady, 
possessing  many  rare  Chiistian  c|ualities,  and 
was  the  mother  of  six  children,  five  of  whom 
were  born  in  .Scotlaiul  ani.1  came  to  this  coun- 
try with  their  parents.  The  chlest,  William 
J.,  who  was  a  resident  of  Geneseo  from  June, 
1871,  to  l8<S9,  is  now  President  of  the  Nor- 
mal College  at  iXlbany.  Charles  1).  is  a 
manufacturer  at  Rochester.  Jean  F.  is  the 
wife  of  J).  Jh'onson,  a  builder  at  Ilolley. 
Kdward  15.  is  in  the  Cnited  States  army. 
John  M.  is  the  suljject  of  this  sketch.  Mar- 
garet married  Dr.  Charles  H.  (ilidden,  of 
Little  h'alls,  N.V.  Dr.  Milne's  mother 
passed  her  declining  years  at  Ibdley,  where 
she  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  l^oth  p:\r- 
ents  were  members  of  the  l'resb)terian  church, 
and  the  father  was  a  Ivepubl ican  in  jiolitics. 

John  M.  Milne  arrived  in  America  at  the 
age  of  about  three  years,  and  resided  with  his 
parents  at  West  Rush,  and  afterward  at  Ilolley. 
lie  attended  the  public  sihools  winters,  and  in 
the  other  seastjns  did  fafm  work  at  monthly 
wages.  Agricultinal  pursuits,  however,  were 
not  to  be  the  ilestiny  of  a  \oung  man  of  his 
scholarly  tastes  and  aspirations  ami  his  great 
capacity  for  accpiiring  knowledge.  Ife  had  de- 
termined early  to  follow  a  professional  or  cleri- 
cal life;  and  after  four  years  at  labor  as  a  farm 
hand  he  began  the  foimdation  of  his  futuie 
career  by  entering  the  normal  scho(d  at  Hrock- 
port,  where  after  four  years  of  diligent  a|i])lica- 
tion  he  was  graduated  with  high  honois,  in 
1871,  as  qualilied  to  i)e  a  teacher.  lie  then 
entered  Rochester  L'ni\ersity,  remaining  there 
one  year.  Having  already  acquired  a  high 
reputation  as  a  scholar,  he  now  receivetl  the 


appointment  of  instructcjr  (jf  (ireek  and  Latin 
at  the  (jcneseo  X<jririal  School,  which  position 
he  held  for  seventeen  )eais.  In  1  >S,S(}  Dr. 
Milne  became  pi'incipal  of  thi^  well-known 
seat  of  learning,  which  is  one  of  the  \er)-  best 
educational  institutions  in  the  .State,  lia\ing 
an  aveiage  attendance  of  ele\en  lunuh-ed  stu- 
dents, and  graduating  an  ax'erage  of  one  hun- 
dred annuall}-.  L'nder  his  able  administration 
the  school  has  made  lapid  ad\ancement  both  in 
its  ciuaiculum  and  its  attendance,  being  at 
present  the  largest  and  ranking  the  highest  of 
any  school  of  its  kind  in  the  State.  Dr. 
Milne  has  a  corps  of  twenty-one  efficient  in- 
structors under  his  direction. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  early  ambition 
of  Dr.  Milne  has  been  realized,  and  he  has 
become  a  leader  in  a  leading  pinfession.  Dr. 
Milne  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, being  cttnnected  with  (ieneseo  Lodge, 
No.  214,  and  a  mendicr  of  ko)al  Arch  Chap- 
ter and  M(jnroe  Commandery,  No.  12,  of 
Rochester.  lie  has  hehl  many  offices  in  the 
fraternit)',  antl  has  been  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  the  district  over  which  he  presidetl  in- 
cluding four  counties.  He  is  a  member  of 
Alpha  Delta  Phi  of  Rochester  Uni\-ersity,  and 
received  the  degree  of  Ph.D.  from  the  L'nixer- 
sity  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  1890.  Dr. 
Milne  is  an  educator  of  advanced  ideas,  ever 
striving  b)  the  best  means  to  accomplish  the 
most  perfect  results.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  possesses  ample  knowledge  upon 
all  political  subjects.  II  is  ptjrtrait,  which  is 
presented  in  ct)nnection  with  this  brief  sketch 
of  his  career,  will  be  recognizeil  with  pleasure 
by  many  to  whom  he  is  kntnvn  by  name  and 
fame. 


;^OIIN  W.  DALRYMPLP:,  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  Perry,  Wyoming  County, 
N.Y.,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  June 
8,  1822,  son  of  Asa  and  IClnora 
(Tialkes)  Dalrymple.  The  Dalrymj^le  family 
were  among  the  Scotch  pioneers  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey;  and  Thomas,  the  gramlfather 
of  John  W.,  was  a  native  of  that  State,  where 
he  occupietl  himself  with  farming  throughout 
his  life.     He  tlied  leaving  seven  children  — 
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John,  Jessie,  James,  Asa,  William,  Elizabeth, 
and  Minor. 

Asa,  loiirth  son  of  Tliomas,  was  also  born 
in  New  Jersey,  antl  there  reeeived  his  eduea- 
tion.  In  1826  he  eame  to  Livingston 
County,  and  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  uncleared  land  in  Mount  Morris, 
whereon  he  resitled  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
lie  cultivated  his  farm  with  great  care,  devest- 
ing himself  diligently  to  the  care  and  im- 
provement uf  his  estate,  and  at  his  death, 
when  eighty-six  years  old,  left  one  of  tlie 
most  ihjurishing  farms  in  the  vicinity.  His 
wife  dietl  in  her  eiglity-fourth  year,  having 
given  birth  to  ten  children.  Their  son 
'I  homas  married  luiphemia  VVeller;  and  they 
both  died  in  Nebraska,  aged  about  sixty-two, 
leaving  four  children.  I-^li  and  Samuel  died 
in  infancy.  Isaac  married  Mary  Sherman; 
and  both  are  now  dead,  having  left  four  chil- 
dren. Susanna  married  Aaron  Moyar,  antl 
is  now  deatl,  four  boys  surviving  her.  Amos 
O.  married  Frank  Darling,  had  nine  children, 
of  whom  five  are  now  living,  and  resides  at 
the  old  homestead  in  Mount  Morris.  John 
\V.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Hannah 
married  Stephen  Wisner,  has  three  children, 
and  lives  at  Mount  Morris.  Ellen  married 
John  Hunt,  has  one  child,  and  resides  at 
Mount  Morris.     Levi  is  now  dead. 

John  W.  Dalrymple,  after  receiving  an 
education  in  the  schools  of  Mount  Morris, 
adopted  the  occupaticjn  of  farming,  in  which 
he  has  been  deservedly,  successful.  One 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  one  mile  and 
a  half  distant  from  the  village  of  Perry, 
constitute  the  estate  to  which  he  has  given 
his  time  and  attention,  and  where  he  resitles 
with  his  wife  antl  son.  He  has  recently 
remodelled  the  house,  built  two  large,  sub- 
stantial barns,  and  added  all  the  modern  im- 
pr(jvements  which  characterize  the  well-reg- 
ulated farm  of  to-day.  Mr.  Dalrymple's 
short-horn  Durham  cattle  have  won  quite  a 
reputation,  ami  he  winters  also  about  two 
luuKlred   and  fitly  sheep  each  year. 

When  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  John  W. 
Dalrymple  was  united  in  marriage  to  Caroline 
M.  Gladding,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Sutton^  Gladding.     Her  father  was  a  native 


of  Greene  C(junty,  and  remcn'ed  to  Mount 
Morris  in  the  early  days  of  that  town.  He 
tlied  when  eighty  }eai's  ol  age,  having  been 
throughout  his  life  a  stanch  Republican  and 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  cliureh. 
He  was  four  times  married,  Margaret,  the 
mother  of  .Mrs.  Dalrymple  tlying  at  the  age 
of  forty.  Mrs.  Dalr)iiiple  hatl  three  half 
brothers  and  sisters,  but  is  the  only  cliild 
of  the  famil)'  now  living.  .She  is  the  mother 
of  three  ehihh'en:  b.dwaiil,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twent)'-two  years;  lunma,  wIkj  was 
married  in  iSjO  tu  Willis  Dalrymjjle,  and 
passed  away  in  her  twenty-seventh  year, 
leaving  three  children;  John,  wIkj  married 
Idiza  Kempt,  and  lives  at  the  liomcbtead, 
assisting  his  father  in  the  management  of  the 
farm. 

The  Dalrymples  have  always  been  allied  to 
the  Democratic  jxirt)-,  and  John  W.  Dalrynq^le 
follows  in  the  foothteps  of  his  ancestors  in 
politics;  nor  has  he  deserted  the  i>recedenis 
of  his  forefatheis  in  religion,  but,  like  them, 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  ]'~piscopal 
church.  He  is  a  man  of  foresight  and  good 
judgment,  by  means  of  which  he  has  gained 
success  in  business;  and  he  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  his  many  friends. 


VCA;/ ILLIAM  A.  I'T^RRIS,  a  well-known 
XYsY/  cili/en  of  Liina,  Li\'ingston  County, 
K.y.,  tile  former  Postmaster  at  this 
jdace,  was  born  in  Carlisle,  Schoharie  C(junty, 
SepLend)er  8,  1840.  His  grantlfather,  Will- 
iam I'eri  is,  who  was  boni  in  Wextoi'd,  Ireland, 
came  to  iVmeriea  with  an  older  bi'other  when 
but  seven  years  of  age.  They  laiuletl  in  Nor- 
folk, \'a.,  where  the  brother  remained,  while 
William  workeil  his  \va\-  u|)  to  New  \\>rk 
State,  finally  settling  in  Carlisle.  In  that 
new  and  uncultivated  countr}'  he  iiureh.iseil 
land  and  spent  the  remainder  of  liis  life. 
He  was  the  first  Supervisor  of  the  town,  hold- 
ing the  office  for  several  years.     He  died  in 

1835  at  the  age  of  sevent)-. 

I'eter  h'eriis,  son  of  William  the  emigrant, 
was  born  in  Carlisle,  where  he  attended  the 
district  school.  He  became  Colonel  of  the 
State  militia,  and  is  known  in  the  histor)'  of 
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that  county  as  Colonel  l-'crris.  He  workctl 
on  the  home  farm  until  1.S55,  after  which  he 
moved  to  lOast  Bloomfielci,  Ontario  County, 
remaining  there  four  years,  ami  then,  coming 
to  Lima,  silent  his  last  days  in  this  town, 
dying  at  the  age  of  se\enty-two  years.  He 
married  Sarah  \'an  l']\'ery,  daughter  of  Cor- 
nelius and  Maria  \'an  lu-ery;  and  they  were 
tiie  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Corne- 
lius, a  resident  of  (Ontario  County;  Thomas, 
of  Oswego  County ;  ICleanor,  who  dietl  at  the 
age  of  forty-eight  )  ears  ;  Nancy  AI.,  who  lives 
in  Canandaigna,  Ontiuio  Count)  ;  William  A.; 
and  Cornelia  J. 

William  A.  Ferris  attended  the  district 
schools  in  Schoharie  and  Ontario  Counties, 
and  finished  his  educatii;n  at  J.ima  Seminary 
in  1 86 1.  He  taught  school  the  following 
winter  m  h~ast  Avun,  after  which  he  learned 
the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trades.  July  19, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  One  Hundred  and  Thir- 
tieth New  \'ork  Infantry,  which  was  after- 
ward changed  to  cavalry,  and  known  as  the 
l'"irst  New  York  Dragoons,  and  served  under 
General  Sheridan  till  the  close  of  the  war. 
His  regiment  participated  in  thirty-one  en- 
gagements, in  all  of  which  they  lost  heavily. 
He  was  in  the  color  guard  for  over  two  years, 
and  \\*as  Color  Sergeant  during  the  last  year 
of  his  service.  He  was  mustered  out  July 
19,  1865,  at  Rochester,  after  which  he  re- 
tin-ned  to  Lima,  and  entered  mercantile  busi- 
ness, being  employetl  as  clerk  for  H.  & 
O.  S.  Gilbert.  In  1866  Mr.  h'erris' went  to 
Shepherdstown,  W.  \'a.,  wliere  he  was  married 
to  Mary  b".  Smurr,  with  wlujm  he  had  become 
accjuainted  while  his  corps  were  lighting  Jubal 
blarly  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  Miss 
Smurr  was  a  ilaughter  of  John  Smurr,  a 
native  of  West  X'irginia,  who  was  loyal  to 
the  Northern  cause.  She  mended  the  torn 
fringe  on  tlie  flag  which  .Sergeant  Ferris  car- 
ried; but,  as  the  Union  troops  were  driven 
from  the  town  on  the  following  day  by  the 
rebels  under  Gencial  iCarl)',  he  did  not  meet 
lier  again  until  his  return  to  the  .South  to 
receive  her  hand  in  marriage. 

They  became  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Stella  M.,  who  teach<.s  scluxd  at  Glovers- 
ville,  b'ulton  County;  and  J.  !b)ward,  who  is 


a  graduate  of  the  seminary  at  Lima  and  a 
carpenter  in  Jkilfalo.  Mrs.  Mary  L.  .Smurr 
b'erris  dietl  in  October,  1871;  and  Mr. 
Ferris  again  married,  his  second  wife  being 
Ann  I''.  Ollerenshaw,  daughter  of  'bhomas 
Ollerenshaw,  who  was  a  resident  (jf  Lima 
ami  a  native  of  I-^ngland.  By  this  second 
marriage  is  one  daughter,  I\Iar}'  I^.  Ferris. 

Mr.  Ferris  was  ai)pointed  Postmaster  by 
President  Harrison  in  18S9,  antl  serveil  until 
June,  1894.  He  has  always  been  a  pro- 
nounced Repuljlican,  having  cast  his  first 
vote  f(jr  President  Lincoln  in  1864.  He  has 
been  a  Trustee  of  the  village,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  Order  of  Lima,  and  also 
of  the  American  Order  t)f  United  Workmen. 
The  family  attend  the  Presb}'terian  church, 
of  which  they  are  valued  and  respected 
members. 


-5^011  N  M.  BRVSON,  dealer  in  hardware 
in  the  village  of  Varysburgh,  in  the 
town  of  .Sheldon,  W)'oming  Coimty, 
N.Y.,  is  an  alert,  wide-awake  man, 
possessing  good  business  tact  and  enjoying  a 
large  patronage.  He  is  a  native  of  Varys- 
burgh, where  he  was  born  .September  29,  1854, 
of  Irish  parentage,  his  jjarents,  Thomas  ami 
Jane  (Crawford)  Rryson,  having  emigrated 
from  Ireland  with  their  two  elder  children  in 
1848.  They  had  a  long  anil  tempestuous 
voyage  ol  six  weeks'  duration,  and  alter  land- 
ing in  New  York  City  came  directly  to 
Wyoming  County,  settling  at  first  in  the 
village  of  ( )iangevi  1  le.  There  the  father 
worked  for  a  luunber  of  years  at  his  trade  of 
shcjemaking,  wliicli  he  had  leained  in  Coimty 
Antrim,  Ireland,  where  his  birth  occurred  in 
1822.  .Subsequently  removing  to  Varys- 
burgh, he  heie  deixirted  this  life  in  March, 
1 891.  His  wile,  whcj  survived  Iiim,  dying 
Septend)er  20,  1893,  bore  him  nine  chiklren, 
six  of  whom  are  now  living,  as  follows: 
James,  a  resident  of  X'arysburgh  ;  .Anna,  wife 
of  William  Libby,  of  X'arysburgh;  John  M., 
of  whom  we  write;  Mar}',  wife  of  Joseph 
Beattie,  of  Mackeyville,  Pa.;  .Sarah,  wife  of 
Fretl  Austin,  of  Alden,  N.Y.  ;  and  Hattic 
M.,  a  dressmaker.     James  Br)son,  the  father 
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of  Thomas,  followed  him  to  America,  coming 
here  in  1850,  and  bringing  with  him  a  part 
of  his  family,  who  have  since  been  residents 
of  the  Western  States. 

John  M.  ]?ryson  is  essentially  a  self-made 
man,  having  begun  the  battle  of  life  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years,  when  he  entered  a  store 
of  general  merchandise  as  a  clerk,  being  first 
in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Ainsworth  and  after- 
ward in  that  of  I).  S.  Davis.  Having  ob- 
tained a  practical  knowledge  of  the  business, 
in  1S74  and  1875  Mr.  Bryson  engaged  as  a 
commission  merchant  on  his  own  account, 
partly  for  the  sake  of  the  profit,  but  more 
especially  on  account  of  his  health,  which 
was  being  seriously  impaired  by  indoor  life. 
The  succeeding  two  years  he  was  again  em- 
ployed in  the  store  of  D.  S.  Davis,  and  while 
there  bargained  for  the  stock  and  trade  of  B. 
Alar/olf  &  .Son,  of  whose  store  in  the  south 
end  of  the  village  he  took  possession  on 
January  i,  1878.  In  1880  Mr.  Bryson  built 
his  present  store,  locating  it  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  street,  and  eight  years  later  moved 
it  to  its  present  site.  He  carries  a  large  and 
well-selected  stock  of  tin  and  hardware, 
valued  at  from  forty-five  hundred  to  six- 
thousand  dollars,  and  does  a  substantial 
business. 

On  the  1 0th  of  December,  1879,  ^I''-  ^^^Y' 
son  and  Miss  Lora  A.  Godfrey  were  united 
in  marriage.  Mrs.  Bryson  is  a  daughter  of 
.Stafford  J.  Godfrey,  who  since  the  death  of 
his  wife,  formerly  I'hebe  Ward,  has  made  his 
home  with  her.  Mrs.  Phebe  Godfrey  passed 
to  the  life  eternal  in  1884,  being  then  fifty- 
two  years  of  age,  leaving  besides  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  ]5ryson,  one  son,  Frank  A.,  who  is 
a  clerk  in  Mr.  l^ryson's  store.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bryson  have  two  children,  namely:  Charles 
G.,  born  December  3,  1883;  and  Bernice, 
born  December  16,  1893.  Socially,  Mr. 
Bryson  is  a  Chapter  Mason,  anil  has  passed 
the  chairs  in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  being  now  Past  District  Grand 
Master.  He  is  entirely  independent  fif  party 
lines  in  his  political  views,  voting  for  the 
man  best  fitted  for  the  office  to  be  filled.  He 
has  no  official  aspirations,  but  is  now  serving 
as  Notary  Public. 


T^iUjAU  K1':NX]':Y,  a  retired  farmer,  liv- 
R     ing  in  the  village  of  15)'erhville,  West 

— '  I  ■  .Sparta,  is  deserving  of  honoialde 
mentidii  in  this  vohnne  as  a  worthy  rej)ie- 
sentative  of  the  agricultural  interests  (jf  this 
part  of  Livingston  Cdunty  and  as  the  descend- 
ant ot  a  well-known  and  respected  pioneer  of 
West  .Sparta,  where  his  father,  ITijah  Ken- 
ne)'.  Sr.,  cleared  a  farm  from  the  wilderness. 
Mr.  Kenney  is  an  (octogenarian,  having  been 
born  in  Montgomery  County,  April  20,  iSii. 
Having  started  life  for  himself  with  but  live 
shillings  in  liis  j)oeket,  he  has  giadually 
added  to  his  ca])ital,  till  he  is  now  in  the  \>us- 
session  of  a  comfortable  competency,  which  he 
has  accumulated  by  years  of  diligent  toil  and 
a  judicious  management  of  his  affairs. 

His  father  was  of  Connecticut  birth,  and 
lived  in  that  .State  as  a  boy  on  a  farm,  at 
length  reuKudng  t(j  Montgomery  Count)-  in 
this  State,  wliere  he  worked  on  a  farm  for 
several  years.  While  there  he  marrietl 
Hannah  Anient,  who  was  born  in  Schenec- 
tady, of  I'^nglish  antecedents.  In  181 7  he 
came  to  Livingston  County,  bringing  with 
him  his  wife  anil  five  children;  and,  bu}-iiig 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  heavily  tim- 
bered land,  he  built  a  log  house,  and  began 
the  improvement  of  a  farm.  The  country 
hereabmit  was  then  clothed  with  all  the  gi'an- 
deur  of  the  jM-imeval  forest,  in  which  roamed 
deer,  bears,  and  prowling  beasts  of  pirey. 
With  the  energy  tyi)ical  of  the  New  Lng- 
landei",  he  labored  to  clear  his  laud,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  his  older  children 
made  substantial  headway  in  his  eltorts, 
living  there  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of 
eighty.  Of  the  fourteen  children  born  to 
him  and  his  faithful  comiianion,  twelve  grew 
to  maturity,  and  six  are  now  living;  namel}-, 
Elijah,  Margaret,  Susan,  Louisa,  Celia,  and 
Lester  The  mother  s|Kuit  her  last  da}  S  in 
Illinois,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  years,  at  the  home  of  her  son  I'iichard. 

I'^lijah  Kenney  spent  his  early  years  on  the 
parental  homestead,  working  l.iilhiull}'  lor  his 
fatlier  until  twenty-two  years  old,  when  lie 
began  working  out  by  the  month.  With  the 
money  he  thus  earned  he  went  to  Saginaw, 
Mich.,    some  four  years   later,    but    alter  a 
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residence  there  of  tliree  3-enr.s  returned  to 
West  Siiarta.  I\Ir.  Kciine)'  SDun  l)egan  buy- 
ing and  selling  Ixirrel  staves,  which  prcjved 
very  remunerative.  Aftei'  his  niarriage  lie 
bought  land,  and  carried  on  general  fanning 
until  18S2,  when  he  retiretl  from  active 
labors,  and,  moving  to  15)ersville,  left  his 
farm  in  charge  of  his  son.  In  the  interven- 
ing time,  however,  he  hatl  benight  other 
land,  anil  has  now  two  huntlred  and  fifty- 
two  fertile  acres,  well  improved  and  sup- 
plied with  all  the  conveniences  for  carry- 
inc  on  agricultural  work  after  the  best-known 
modern  methods.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican. 

The  marriage  of  I\Ir.  Kenney  with  Lucy 
Ann  I'ickard,  who  was  born  in  181 7,  took 
place  in  i  S44,  in  Xunda.  Two  children 
have  been  born  of  their  union,  Celia  Ann 
and  Carson  K.  The  latter,  who  lives  on 
the  old  homesteatl,  married  Isabella  Gray, 
the  daughter  of  Antlrew  Gra\',  a  well-known 
farmer  of  Ossian  ;  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
seven  children;  namely,  Maggie  Hell,  An- 
drew Gray,  Lucile,  Carl,  Janctt,  Clyde,  and 
Basil.  I\Ir.  Kenney  is  well  informed  and 
much  interestetl  in  local  and  national  matters, 
and  is  a  zealous  worker  in  the  interests  of 
the  Prohibition  party  and  a  regular  attendant 
of  the  Methodist  church. 


I'NAjAlI  M.  \VARNb:R,  the  de- 
scentlant_  of  an  honored  pioneer 
family  of  Wyoming  County,  is  iden- 
tified witii  the  manufacturing  inter- 
ests of  this  section  of  the  coiuity,  having  car- 
ried on  a  successful  business  as  b,arness-maker 
in  Strykersville  for  more  than  twoscore  years. 
He  was  born  about  two  and  one-half  miles 
from  his  present  home,  in  the  town  of  Wales, 
Erie  County,  August  8,  1824.  His  father, 
Hymen  Warner,  was  a  native  of  Rutland, 
Vt.,  born  in  1797;  and  his  grandfather, 
Omri  Warner,  was  of  Scottish  birth. 

Omri  Warner  and  an  i  Ider  brother,  who 
was  a  Scotch  i'resb)'terian  minister,  came  to 
this  country  prior  to  the  Revolution;  and 
during  that  struggle  for  liberty  the  brother 
bore  his  musket  as  a  iMivate   soldier  in  the 


patriotic  forces,  but  on  Sundays  conducted 
divine  services.  After  serving  f(jr  two  years, 
he  died  from  disease  there  contracted;  and 
his  brother  Omi  i  held  his  place  in  the  ranks 
until  the  close  of  llie  war.  The  grantlfather 
was  twice  married,  and  reared  a  large  family 
of  children,  each  of  whom  had  numerous 
descendants,  so  that,  when  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  pursuing  his  studies  in  district 
school  No.  I  in  Wales,  twent}--one  Warners 
were  there  enrolled  as  pupils.  Hymen 
Warner  was  reared  a  farmer's  son  amid  the 
mountains  of  \'ermont,  where  lie  lived  until 
after  his  marriage,  in  18 17,  with  Sally 
Richards,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  of 
Welsh  parents.  In  1820  he  came  t(j  this 
State  with  his  wife  antl  two  children,  and 
settletl  on  a  small  farm  of  sixty-five  acres  in 
the  town  of  Wales,  paying  four  dollars  an 
acre  for  the  laiul,  and  turning  in  as  part  pay- 
ment the  team  of  horses  with  which  he  had 
made  the  jtjurney.  His  family  circle  in- 
cluded fourteen  children,  an  ecpial  number  of 
boys  and  girls,  of  whom  five  sons  and  six 
daughters  grew  to  maturity.  One  son, 
I'Tancis,  now  occupies  the  old  homestead.  A 
daughter,  Harriet,  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  of  typhoitl  fe\-er,  the  same  disease  from 
which  the  father  died  ten  days  later,  in 
March,  1851.  The  mother  was  accidentally 
killed  by  a  runaway  team  the  following- 
November.  The  parents  were  honorable, 
ujn-ight  people,  held  in  high  esteem,  and, 
although  not  strictly  orthodox  Christians,  sent 
their  children  to  Sunday-school. 

Benajah  was  the  recipient  of  good  educa- 
tional advantages,  attending  the  .Spring\'ille 
and  Albion  Academies  after  leaving  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  subsequently  was  engageil 
in  teaching  one  term.  Attaining  his  major- 
ity, he  sought  the  newer  countr}'  of  the  West, 
going  to  Allegan  Count}',  Michigan,  where 
he  was  emj^loyed  for  six  months  in  carrying 
lumber  across  the  lake  to  Chicago  on  a  sail- 
ing-craft. He  became  a  victim  of  ague, 
which  lasted  him  for  more  than  a  year  after 
his  return  to  New  York.  In  1848  Mr. 
Warner  began  working  at  his  present  trade, 
ser\  ing  one  )'ear  in  I'enlieUl,  antl  subsei,|uenl ly 
as  a  journe)'iyian  lor  two  year^  in  Tavilion  and 
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I'^iirpurt.  In  1851  he  removed  to  Strykers- 
ville,  oiieninLj  a  shop  in  his  dwelling-house, 
where  his  wife,  who  was  a  dressmaker  and 
tailoress,  also  jjlied  her  needle.  Thus  they 
had  a  good  start  in  life. 

Mr.  Warner  was  married  April  17,  1848, 
to  Alma  Hipp,  who  was  born  in  I'enfield, 
Monroe  County,  N.Y.,  in  1825.  Iler  par- 
ents, John  ami  Alma  (Spencer)  Hipp,  both 
died  on  their  farm  in  Monroe  County  in  1880 
within  a  period  of  Iwo  weeks.  They  left  two 
sons  and  three  daughters.  One  son,  Spencer 
Hipp,  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  Civil  War, 
anil  while  a  inisouL-r  contracted  consumption, 
from  wliich  he  died  in  1867.  The  other  son, 
Albert,  is  a  resident  of  Penfield.  Mr.  antl 
Mrs.  Warner  have  three  children,  a  son  and 
two  daughters:  II)'men,  a  resident  of  Buffalo, 
married  Julia  Havens,  and  they  have  one  son; 
Hattie,  wife  of  I'^rank  Martin,  a  farmer,  has 
one  son;  and  h^ffie,  a  dressmaker,  lives  at 
home.  The  son  learnetl  his  father's  trade 
when  a  young  man,  and  later  became  a  black- 
smith. He  is  a  man  of  versatile  talent,  and 
for  some  twelve  years  was  emplo)'ed  on  the 
railroail,  being  an  engineer  nine  years,  and 
is  now  a  stationary  engineer. 

Mr.  Warner,  who  is  an  intelligent  reader 
and  thinker,  a  fluent  conversationalist,  and 
a  man  of  broad  and  liberal  views,  is  a  most 
pronounced  agnostic,  bound  by  neither  sect 
n(ir  party,  and  claims  the  world  as  his  home 
and  all  mankind  as  his  brethren.  He  is  in 
general,  an  ailvocate  of  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  although  he  never 
hesitates  to  vote  ff>r  the  men  whom  he  con- 
siders best  fitted  for  office,  and  for  whatever 
measures  he  deems  conducive  to  the  public 
welfare. 


AVID  McNAIR,  a  well-known 
farmer,  ami  one  of  Dansville's  most 
respected  citizens,  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  agricultural  interests 


of  this  section  of  Livingston  County  foi"  nearly 
fourscore  years,  his  birth  having  occurred  on 
a  farm  adjoining  the  one  he  now  occujiies, 
November  13,  1818.  He  traces  his  ancestry 
back  for  more  than  two  hundred  years  to  one 


John  McNair,  who  was  born  in  iGtju  in  the 
north  of  Ireland,  presumably  of  .Scotch 
antecedents,  and  was  the  first  of  the  name 
to  put  foot  (HI  American  soil.  He  emigrated 
to  the  United  .Slates,  and  settleil  in  Tennsyl- 
\'ania,  spending  his  last  )'ears  in  Xorlhamp- 
ton  County.  His  son  John,  the  grandfather  of 
Da\id,  who  was  born  in  Bucks  Count\',  I'enn- 
sylvania,  was  bred  and  marriecl  in  Noi'thaniiA(m 
County.  In  1804  he  migrated  to  Livingston 
Count}-  with  his  family,  being  one  of  the 
original  setllers  of  the  place.  This  ])art  (jf 
the  countrv  was  then  an  almost  uid)roken 
forest;  and,  haxing  the  choice  of  the  land, 
he  l)(jught  such  a  large  trad  that  he  subse- 
cjuentl)'  settled  upon  each  of  his  children, 
the  five  sons  and  tw(j  daughters,  a  farm  in 
this  vicinity. 

Samuel  McNair,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  a  native  of  Northampton 
Count)',  I'ennsylvania.  In  1804  he  came 
with  his  father  to  Livingston  County;  and, 
having  built  a  log  house  on  the  tract  u{  land 
which  his  father  ga\-e  him,  he  returneil  next 
season,  and  was  married  July  2,  1S05,  to 
Margaret  Mann,  of  Montgomery  Count}-, 
Pennsylvania.  They  canie  iinniediately  to 
their  new  lioiiie,  and  here  lived  together 
nearly  fifly-three  years.  By  death  they  were 
but  a  few  months  separated,  he  dying  at  the 
age  of  fourscore  and  four  years  and  she  at 
seveiity-five  years  of  age.  Of  their  ten  chil- 
dren three  are  still  living,  iiamely:  Isaac, 
aged  eighty-seven  years,  he  and  his  wife,  two 
years  older,  haviiig  tra\-elled  life's  jxithway 
together  for  si.xty-four  years;  Janies,  a  resi- 
flent  of  Michigaii;  and  David,  of  Dansville. 
The  deceased  were  M.  I"".,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  thirteen  years;  IMartlia  Jane,  who 
married  William  Pratt;  Charles  W. ;  Will- 
iam; John;  Samuel;  and  Sarah  1).,  who 
married  William  K.  Mann.  Botli  parents 
were  niembers  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and 
ever  active  in  religious  works. 

David  McNair  spent  his  earlier  years  on  the 
home  farm,  obtaining  a  substantial  education 
in  tile  i)ul)lic  schools,  and  was  for  a  while 
engaged  in  teaching.  At  the  time  of  his 
marriage  he  took  possession  of  tlie  farm  which 
he  now  occupies,  consisting  ol  three  luuuhed 
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acres  of  llic  fmcsl  fanning;  land  to  be  found 
ill  this  part  of  the  Sl.itc,  and  lias  since  made 
a  study  of  the  best  niellioil,-,  of  carrying'  on 
his  chosen  \ocation,  his  place  l)eing  one  of 
the  most  valuable  and  best-improved  of  any 
in  the  count)-. 

I\Ir.  McNair  was  married  in  1S55  to  Miss 
Alice  I\Ic\air,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  IMcNair, 
a  farmer  of  ]5ucks  Count)',  Pennsylvania, 
who,  though  bearing  the  same  name  as  him- 
self, belonged  to  a  different  family.  Samuel 
IMcNair  removed  from  renns)-l vania  to  this 
place,  and  spent  his  last  )-ears  in  the  home 
of  his  ilaugliter,  d\ing  at  the  venerable  age 
of  eighty-three.  Several  childien  have  been 
born  into  the  household  of  Air.  and  Mrs. 
IMcNair,  of  wliom  we  clironicle  the  following: 
Samuel  li.,  a  farmer,  marrieil  llattie  I'erine, 
the  daughter  of  James  H.  i'erine,  of  West 
Sparta;  Cliarles  I-'.;  Martha:  ICugene;  and 
Albert  Dewey.  Charles  I'\  and  his  cousin, 
C.  W.  McXair,  are  together  carr)'ing  on  a 
substantial  wholesale  ami  retail  nursery  busi- 
ness, which  was  established  in  1874  by 
Frederic,  who  was  then  a  )'outli  of  sixteen 
years,  lia\'ing  been  ])orn  Maridi  20,  1S58. 
luigeiie,  who  assists  in  the  management  of 
the  home  farm,  was  born  July  23,  1863,  and 
after  his  gradu;ition  fimn  the  Cenesco  Nor- 
mal Scho()l,  went  to  Montana,  where  he 
assisted  in  surveying  the  route  of  the  Mtnitana 
Central  Railway,  after  that  being  eniijloyed 
for  a  )'ear  tm  the  Nmlhein  Tacitic  Railroatl. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  May  2,  1894,  to 
Miss  I'Jiima  'i'enne)',  a  daughter  of  Silas 
\V.  Tenne\'. 

In  his  p(ditical  \'iews  Mr.  McNair  was  an 
ardent  sup|)orter  of  the  Whig  party;  but  on 
the  abandonment  of  that  party  he  identified 
himself  with  the  Republican  party,  being 
one  of  the  founders  of  this  organization, 
and,  lia\ing  cast  his  first  vote  for  William 
Henry  Harrison,  has  never  since  missed  a 
Presidential  election.  He  is  very  acti\'e 
in  religious  circles  and  an  influential  mem- 
ber of  the  1 'I'esbyteriaii  church,  having  rep- 
resented the  church  in  the  I'lesbytery,  ami 
in  1893  had  the  honor  of  being  sent  to  Wash- 
ington, D.C,  as  a  deleg;ite  to  the  National 
Conference. 


\VA)nLLlAM  J.  PALMl'R,  a  retired 
V/^V  farmer  and  highly  respected  citizen 
of  l'err\',  W\oming  County,  was 
born  August  9,  1827,  son  of  y\lt(ni  and  Har- 
riet (Peardslc)')  Palmer  ami  grandson  of  Jared 
and  Mary  Palmer.  'Plie  grandfather  was  a 
farmer  in  Connecticut;  ami,  when  but  forty- 
five  years  of  age,  he  was  killed  by  a  falling 
tree.  His  death  occurred  June  20,  1S12;  and 
his  wife  lived  until  l~ebruary  14,  1838,  wdien 
she  passed  away  in  her  sixty-fourth  year, 
leaving  five  children  —  Lockwooil,  Alton, 
Maria,  Sally,  and  lumice. 

Alton  Palmer,  the  second  son  of  Jared,  was 
born  in  Ccninecticut  in  1801.  His  wife, 
Harriet  lieardsley,  was  bcjrn  at  Oxford, 
Conn.,  April  8,  1803,  daughtei-  of  Jared  and 
Betsey  (  Peiinett)  Beardsley,  her  father  being 
a  farmer  and  innkeeper.  She  was  one  of 
twelve  children — Polly,  Alma,  Harriet, 
Clark,  Bruant,  Walter,  Amy,  Jared,  lulwin, 
Ik'tsey,  l,<jck\vood,  and  Mary.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Alton  Palmer  had  five  chiUlren:  William, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Mary,  who  married 
Mark  Pierce,  antl  died  at  the  age  of  thirty, 
leaving  three  children  ;  Harriet  A.,  wdio  mar- 
ried Daxiil  Andrus,  ami  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-five,  le;iving  four  children;  Martha  J., 
who  married  Davitl  Andrus:  and  Jaretl,  who 
died  in  infanc}'.  Mrs.  Palmer  was  a  member 
of  the  Ba]jtist  church.  Alton  Palmer  was  a 
Mason  and  an  honest,  upright  man. 

William  J.  Palmer  ailopted  the  life  of  a 
farmer.  He  bought  one  hundretl  and  thirty- 
two  acres  ut  ini]jroved  lantl  west  of  Silver 
Lake,  and  after  lemodelling  the  buildings 
sold  the  estate,  and  bought  one  of  one  hun- 
dred and  se\'ent)'-six  acres,  which  under  his 
skilful  management  )-ields  excellent  harvests, 
and  on  which  he  has  erected  new  buiklings, 
which  greatly  increase  the  beauty  of  the  place 
as  well  as  enliance  its  value.  This  estate 
is  located  on  the  west  sitle  of  .Silver  Lake,  in 
the  town  of  Castile,  and  is  a  most  charming 
spot,  well  meriting  the  care  and  attention  be- 
stowed u|>on  it  by  its  owner.  In  i8i)0  Mr. 
Palmer  bought  a  lot  of  land  on  Lake  Stieet, 
Perry,  where  he  built  a  large  and  beautiful 
residence,  which  is  considered  one  of  the 
finest   in  the  town.     He  is  also  the  owner  of 
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another  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
acres  in  Castile;  and  this,  as  well  as  the 
first-mentionetl  farm,  is  devoted  mostly  to  the 
cultivation  of  grain. 

In  1854  Mr,  I'almer  married  Marilla  Toan, 
daughter  of  'i'liomas  and  Ik-tsey  ( Harx'ey ) 
Toan.  A  sketch  dt  'I'homas  Toan  may  be 
found  in  connection  with  that  of  C.  II. 
Toan.  i\Ir.  and  Mrs.  I'almer  have  four  chil- 
dren, three  daughters  and  one  son:  Nellie 
I'almer  is  a  musician,  and  lives  in  Perry; 
Augustus  I'almer  married  Viola  Markham,  has 
one  chikl,  Marion,  and  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead; 7\ugusta  is  an  artist  of  e\ce[)tional 
talent,  whose  work  in  crayon,  water  color,  and 
oil  is  well  known;  Lillie  married  Willard  L. 
Chapin,  a  farmer  in  the  town  of  Castile. 

Mr.  William  J.  Palmer  is  a  Democrat  and 
a  firm  supporter  of  his  party.  He  is  occupied 
extensively  in  sheep  and  cattle  raising,  his 
fine  grade  of  stock  having  a  wide  reputation. 
An  energetic  and  worthy  citizen,  he  merits 
and  enjo)s  the  good  will  and  esteem  of  his 
townsmen. 


■j^I'-VI  HROCKWAY  is  one  of  the  much 
|jT  respected  citizens  of  the  town  of 
-J~Jf  ^  ^  ^  Springwater,  a  farmer,  residing  on 
his  well-cultivated  estate  about  two 
miles  from  the  village.  He  was  born  in  Ot- 
sego County,  April  g,  18 16,  and  was  named 
for  his  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Litchfield 
County,  Connecticut.  The  elder  Levi  left 
his  birthplace  at  an  early  day;  and,  travelling 
over  the  border  to  Rensselaer  County,  New 
York,  near  to  Albany  County,  in  that  health- 
ful as  well  as  attractive  locality,  now  the 
resort  of  the  tourist  and  the  worn  toiler  of  the 
town,  he  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth. 

In  1798  Levi  Brockway,  Sr.,  married,  antl 
proceeded  farther  west  to  Otsego  County. 
He  purchased  a  tract  of  land  there,  cleared 
the  forest  growth,  erected  farm  buildings, 
and  in  time  gathered  about  himself  and  family 
the  accompaniments  of  civilization.  Put 
in  1828,  the  sjiirit  of  enterprise  coursing 
once  more  through  his  veins,  he  gathered  his 
household  goods  together,  loaded  the  wagons, 
and  with  his  family  set  out  on  the  journey 


toward  a  new  home.  At  length  they  reached 
Springwater,  in  Livingston  County,  where 
they  found  themselves  in  tiie  neighborhood 
of  hikes  and  llowiiig  streams  and  a  country  of 
fertility  widl  worth  the  task  wliich  was  to 
lollow  of  jireparation  and  tillage.  J'he  hd)o- 
rious  piocess  of  felling  the  forests  and  (.learing 
the  land  went  on  as  before.  iUiihIings  were 
erected,  fences  to  mark  boundary  lines  ami 
separate  fields  and  pasture  lands  were  set  up, 
gardens  and  grain-fields  sown  and  kept  in  a 
proper  state  of  cultivation;  and  then,  when 
so  much  was  at  length  done,  Mr.  Prockway 
found  that  he  was  an  ohl  man.  Put  he  had 
li\'ed  to  see  tlie  result  of  his  energetic  toil, 
and  died  in  his  chosen  liome  in  .Springwater 
in  the  )'ear  1863,  agetl  eighty-se\'en  )'ears. 

In  reviewing  the  life  of  Mr.  Prockway,  one 
can  but  admire  the  pluck  and  courage  which 
dominated  his  whole  career,  and,  in  compari- 
son with  tile  shrinking  from  sinewy  labor  so 
characteristic  of  the  }outh  of  the  present 
time,  chronicle  here  words  of  respect  and 
jiraise  for  one  who  set  so  worthy  an  example. 
Mr.  Ihockway's  wife,  mother  of  the  i)resent 
Le\-i,  was  Miss  Hannah  Marvin,  a  ilaughter 
of  Abraham  Marvin,  a  successful  farmer  of 
Rensselaer  County.  They  had  a  family  of 
four  children  —  Aurelia,  Lovina,  Lucy,  and 
Levi,  the  latter  being  the  only  one  now 
living.  Mrs.  Hannah  Brockway,  who  had 
sustained  a  very  important  part  in  all  the  hard- 
sliips  and  trials  of  their  career  as  pioneers 
in  Otsego  County,  died  in  the  pleasant  home 
she  had  had  a  share  in  creating,  at  the  age  of 
fort\'-nine  years.  .She  was  a  mendier  of  the 
Methodist  church. 

Levi  Prockway,  son  of  Levi  and  Hannah 
( Marvin)  Brockway,  passed  his  early  years  in 
his  father's  home,  growing  up  under  the  happy 
inHuences  of  farm  and  country  life.  h^uir 
\ears  he  s|)ent  on  the  farm  of  his  brother- 
in-law;  tlien,  accompanying  his  fatlier,  he 
came  in  1832  to  what  is  now  the  pleasant 
town  of  .Springwater.  He  assisted  his  father 
in  all  the  arduous  work  of  felling  the  trees, 
clearing  the  land  of  stumps  and  stones,  drain- 
ing the  marshy  portions,  and  making  paths 
anil  drivewa)s.  In  1849  he  purchased  a  pait 
of   the   homestead  property;   and,  beginning 
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at  first  in  a  log  cabin,  as  the  early  settlers 
had  done,  lie  was  able  in  the  year  1863  to 
take  possession  of  his  attractive  and  com- 
modious new  house.  Mr.  ]5rockway  followed 
general  agriculture  till  within  the  past  three 
years,  when  he  ga\e  up  the  active  cares 
of  the  place  to  his  son,  and  lives  a  retired 
and  cpiiet  life.  His  farm  at  one  time  com- 
prised one  hundred  and  seventy  acres,  all 
under  cultivatit;n,  and  rec|uiring  a  vast  amount 
of  personal  care  ami  supervision. 

Mr.  Brockway  was  married  in  1840  to  Miss 
Julia  A.  Root,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Amos  Root,  her  father  being  a  well-known 
farmer  of  this  town.  The)'  ha\e  had  four 
children:  /alitla  (deceased),  who  married 
James  Hudson,  a  farmer  of  Springwater; 
Edgar,  who  married  Eveline  Hicks;  Hannah, 
who  married  I'lzra  Willis;  ami  Zaide,  whose 
husband  was  John  .Salter.  Zal Ida's  children 
were  three:  (jcrtrLide,  who  married  De.xter 
Price,  and  has  one  chihl,  named  Charley; 
Charley,  who  married  Miss  Carrie  Colgrove; 
and  Zaide,  wlio  married  William  Conderman. 
Edgar's  cliildren  are  Jidiette  and  Ruth. 
Hannah  has  one  child,  named  Gertrude;  and 
the  child  of  Mrs.  Zaiile  Salter  is  named 
Jessie.  Mrs.  Ihockway  ilied  at  her  home, 
January  22,  1895,  on  her  birthday,  aged  just 
seventy-seven  years.  She  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Christian  church. 

Mr.  Eevi  Brockway  is  one  of  the  oldest 
men  now  living  in  Sjjringwater,  having  also 
been  a  resident  in  the  town  with  his  family 
longer  than  any  other.  After  the  labors  of 
the  past  he  has  now  settled  down  to  enjoy  a 
green  old  age,  surrounderj  by  his  three  mar- 
ried children,  three  grandchi Klren,  also  mar- 
rietl,  and  one  great-grandchild.  Mr.  Brockway 
is  a  man  of  fine  intelligence  for  one  who  has 
depended  onl}'  on  what  learning  the  district 
school  gave  him  in  his  youth.  He  has  done 
much  to  build  u|)  and  advance  the  interests 
of  the  town,  and  deserves,  as  he  now  receives, 
the  universal  res|X'ct  of  his  fellow-townsmen. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  though  formerly 
a  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church,  where  he  has  been  Trustee 
and  on  the  l''inance  Committee.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  BuiUling  Connnittee. 


TTAEARENCI'.  M.  smith.  Cashier  of 
I  \y     the   Citizens'    Bank   of    IV-rry,  Wyo- 

^is  ruing  County,  X.\'.,  wa.-.  ])orn  in  this 
village,  September  25,  1S60,  son  of 
Marvin  and  Miranda  (  M  illsi)augh )  .Smith. 
His  grandfathrr,  .Septimus  Smith,  who  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  went  to  Rockland 
County,  \'ermont,  where  he  spent  some  time, 
and  learned  the  carpenter's  traile.  He  mar- 
ried Clarissa,  daughter  of  C.  (joodspeed,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  X'ermout ;  and  after  their 
marriage  they  removed  in  181 7  to  Perry, 
Wyoming  County,  where  he  continued 

his  trade  during  tlie  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  wlien  but  f(irt)'-four  years  of  age,  leav- 
ing a  widow  and  nine  children:  namely, 
Caroline,  Adeline,  Mark  I).,  Eulher,  George, 
Mar\'in,  ITi,  branny,  and  .S\  hda.  Mrs. 
Clarissa  Goodsi)eed  Smitli  li\'ed  to  be  sev- 
enty-nine }'ears  of  age. 

Marvin,  the  third  son  of  Se])timus,  was 
born  in  Pcrr}',  September  21,  1S24.  After 
receiving  liis  education  in  his  native  town, 
he  learned  the  maeliinist's  trade,  which  he 
followed  during  his  life,  his  death  occurring 
in  his  si.\ty-f(nn  th  )ear.  Miranda  Mills- 
paugh,  his  wile,  was  b(nii  in  Perry,  Xovember 
22,  1834,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  B.  and  .Susan 
(Ayers)  MiUspaugh.  Her  p.ilernal  grand- 
parents were  Benjamin  J.  Millspaugli,  a  shoe- 
maker of  Newburgh,  X.V.,  whose  paternal 
ancestors  came  fi'om  Germany,  and  his  wife, 
Susanna  Kimbark  MilEpaugh,  who  was  of 
I'Teneh  descent.  Mi',  aiul  Mrs.  Benjamin  J. 
MiUspaugh  had  nine  children  —  I^phraim, 
Mary,  Jeremiah  B.,  Xathaniel,  Cornelius, 
Andrew,  Margaiel,  X'anc),  and  .Seeis.  Jere- 
miah B.  on  his  arri\al  at  pL-ir\'  bought  a 
farm,  which  he  alterwarel  s(dd,  and  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life  fcdlowed  the  trade  of 
mason.  His  death  occurred  when  he  was 
sevent^'-three  years  ot  age,  wliile  his  wife 
lived  to  be  eighty-eight,  both  liaving  been 
members  of  the  Methodist  E]nseopal  chiu-ch 
for  fifty  years.  Their  four  chihlren  were: 
Jane,  Nathaniel,  Chestei",  ami  Miranda. 
Marvin  and  Miranda  (MiUspaugh)  Smith 
had  four  children,  Clarence  M.  being  the  sec- 
ond. 'J'lie  other  son,  Charles  W.,  born 
August    15,    1859,    married    llatlie  Dugan, 
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is  an  electrician  at  I'crry,  and  has  two  cliil- 
ilrcn.  Addie  Smith,  born  March  6,  1862, 
married  Lester  Hootsford,  a  merchant  in  Mos- 
cow, N.Y.,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child, 
llattie  D.,  born  l'"ebruary  22,  1864,  married 
Charles  Toan,  Superintendent  of  the  Silver 
Lake  Ice  Company,  anti  lives  in  I'erry. 

After  receivin<j,-  an  education  at  Perry 
Academy,  and  when  but  sixteen  years  of  age, 
Clarence  M.  Smith  began  mercantile  life  as 
a  clerk  in  the  store  of  F.  O.  Bui  lard.  A 
course  of  study  at  the  b^astman  Business  Col- 
lege in  I'oughkeepsie  prepared  him  for  the 
duties  of  book-ki'eper ;  and  he  again  entered 
the  employ  of  IMr.  Bui  lard  in  that  capacity. 
I"'ive  years  later  he  was  engaged  as  book- 
keeper and  assistant  in  the  dry-g(wds  store  of 
1\L  C.  Williams  &  Co.  at  Perry;  and  not  long 
after  he  accepted  the  position  of  teller  in 
Smiths  Bank  at  Perry,  where  he  remained 
for  six  years.  During  this  time  he  also  kept 
the  books  for  the  Perry  Knitting  Company 
and  for  ^L  IL  Olin.  On  March  12,  1888, 
in  company  with  several  of  the  leading  resi- 
tlents  of  I'erry,  he  started  the  Citizens'  Bank, 
accej^ting  in  the  new  institution  the  position 
of  Cashier,  which  he  has  conscientiously  and 
ably  filled. 

In  1885  Mr.  Smith  married  Helen  A. 
Williams,  daughter  of  Moses  C.  and  Helen 
A.  (Bullard)  Williams.  Mr.  Williams  was 
a  very  successful  merchant  of  Perry.  At  his 
death,  when  sixty  years  of  age,  he  left  a  wife 
and  five  children  —  Fred  C,  Helen  A., 
Oliver,  Charles,  and  l-'rank.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Consolation  Lodge,  No.  407,  A.  V.  & 
A.  I\L,  of  Perry,  and  was  a  stanch  Republi- 
can. His  wife  and  four  sons  now  reside  in 
]5uffalo,  N.Y.  Mr.  Smith  has  been  village 
Clerk  for  eight  years.  He  has  always  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  progressive  movements 
of  the  place,  and  was  among  the  agitators  of 
the  subject  of  electric  lights,  which  method 
of  lighting  was  ad()i)ted  by  the  village  in 
1893;  anil,  when  a  comj^any  was  formed,  Mr. 
Smith  was  made  its  Secretary.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which 
he  is  Treasurer,  and  is  also  a  member  of  Con- 
solation Lcnlge,  No.  404,  A.  V.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Perry. 


TTAllARLi'.S  J()\b:S,  a  i)rominent  and 
I  \y  inHuential  cili/en  of  deneseo,  Li\'- 
,  ingston  Count)',  is  well  known 
tliroughout  Western  New  \'o)k. 
lie  is  tlie  diiect  descenilant  of  distinguished 
patiiotic  ancestry,  who  in  the  early  struggle 
for  our  national  existence,  when  men'>  hearts 
were  sorely  tried,  most  elficienll)'  jMoved  their 
strength  and  bra\-er\  in  the  defence  of  that 
liberty  which  we  are  now  permitted  to  enjoy. 

Mr.  Jones  was  born  in  the  town  of  Geneseo, 
i\ugust  15,  1 81 5,  and  is  the  son  of  a  no  less 
celebrated  hero  than  the  famous  Cajjtain  Ho- 
ratio Jones  ol  ke\ ol utionary  fame,  who  was  a 
nati\  e  of  Xorthumbei  land  County,  Penns)  l- 
\ania,  and  was  l)(.)rn  in  the  year  lyC^^.  .At  the 
age  ol  eighteen  Captain  lloralio  joined  a 
scouting  company,  which  was  organizeil  for  the 
protection  of  the  colonists  under  the  command 
of  one  Captain  Boyd.  This  compaii}'  did 
some  good  ser\ice  in  the  latter  ]>art  of  the 
Revoluti(jnary  War;  and  Horatio,  and  most 
of  the  comiDand,  were  captured  by  the  Indians, 
and  taken  to  Caneadea,  where  he  was  forced 
to  underu'o  the  savage  ordeal  ot  runninir  the 
gauntlet.  Life  was  at  stake;  and  young 
lloratio,  being  agile  and  full  of  ner\-e,  made 
the  best  of  his  slim  chance,  and  successfully 
passed  through  the  awful  trial.  .After  this 
memorable  exjdoit  he  was  adopted  by  the  tribe, 
and  lived  in  the  famih'  of  the  Indian  corn- 
planter,  who  residetl  at  that  time  near  the  head 
waters  of  the  Alleghany  Ri\er.  Here  he  mas- 
tered the  Indian  language,  and  after  the  decla- 
ration of  peace  returned  to  Pennsyhania. 

\'oung  Jones  then  provided  himself  with 
what  little  education  he  could  obtain  from  the 
somewhat  meagre  facilities  open  to  him  ;  but 
he  gained  what  he  desired  —  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  1-lnglish  language  —  and  then  re- 
turned once  more  among  the  Indians.  He 
was  appointed  interpreter  by  General  Washing- 
ton, and  shortly  after  settled  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  outlet  of  Seneca  Lake,  upon  a  site  since 
occupietl  b\'  the  late  Robert  Swan.  Here  he 
established  an  Indian  tratling-post,  and  bought 
fuis  for  John  Jacob  Astor.  He  remainetl  here 
a  few  \ears,  then  penetrated  into  the  woods  of 
the  Genesee  countr)',  and  located  in  what  is 
now  the  town  of  Leicester,  his  being  the  first 
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white  family  to  locate  in  what  is  now  Living- 
ston Count}'.  rurcliasini;'  a  large  tract  of 
land,  he  engaged  e\lensi\'elv  and  successfully 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  Here  he  resided  for 
the  remainder  of  his  da\s,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  si\ly-tun  years.  Captain  Jones  was 
twice  married,  his  fust  wife  heing  a  Miss 
W'hitmore,  b)'  wlmm  he  had  tour  sons,  two  of 
them  losing  their  li\-es  in  the  War  of  1812. 
His  second  wife,  and  mulher  of  Charles,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  hdizabeth  Starr, 
of  Cayuga  County,  New  \'ork,  who  died  in 
1844,  aged  si.\ty-four  }-ears.  She  was  the 
mother  of  twelve  children,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  and  one  sister,  Jane,  Airs.  Charles  C. 
Fitzllugh,  being  the  onI\'  ones  now  living. 

The  pioneer  schools  furnished  Charles  Jones 
in  his  boyhood  with  the  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation, the  first  one  he  attended  being  taught 
in  a  log-house.  lie  then  studied  successively 
at  Temple  Hill,  (leneseo,  and  Canandaigua 
Academies.  .At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he 
went  to  Greece,  in  Monroe  County,  to  assume 
charge  of  some  [iroperty  which  his  father 
owned  in  that  place.  After  two  years'  resi- 
dence there  he  returned  tu  Leicester,  and  be- 
came extensively  engaged  in  farming,  which 
he  continued  to  follow  until  1869;  and  in  this 
year  he  moved  to  Ciencseo,  purchasing  the 
residence  he  now  occupies.  It  is  a  commodi- 
ous house,  Iniilt  in  a  modern  st)'le  of  archi- 
tecture, beautifully  and  tastefully  furnisheil. 
The  grounds,  which  comprise  two  acres,  are 
laid  out  in  a  mc)st  [licturescjue  style  of  landscape 
gartlening,  with  sjjacious  lawns  ornamented 
with  rare  |:)lants  and  shrubbery,  together  with  a 
great  \aricty  ot  choice  truit-trees. 

The  Rochester  Sa\ings  i^ank  has  a  large 
number  of  moi  tgages  in  W^estei'n  New  York  ; 
and  Mr.  Jones  is  em|doycd  by  the  bank  to  look 
after  their  interests,  assess  values,  etc.,  an 
occupation  which  takes  up  a  greater  part  of  his 
time.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Hoard  of  Con- 
trol of  the  Cjene\'a  .State  L.xperimental  Station, 
and  has  been  for  many  )'ears  a  Hirector,  and  is 
at  present  \'iee- President  of  the  Genesee  Val- 
ley National  Hank.  He  was  lust  married  in 
1845  to  Miss  l",liza  Richmond,  of  Aurora,  Ca- 
yuga County,  who  ilied  in  1849.  In  1856  he 
married  Miss  .Sarah  Cumniings,  of  New  ]?ed- 


ford,  Mass.,  who  shared  with  liim  life's  joys 
and  sorroNss  nearl\'  toitN'  )ears.  He  was  again 
called  upon  to  nioui'u  in  domestic  sorrow,  as 
she  was  laid  awa\'  to  rest  in  January,  1894. 
Mr.  Jones's  only  daughter  tlietl  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  year^.  It  is  ,1  welLkiiown  fact  that 
there  is  no  success  like  success,  and  that  Mr. 
Charles  Jones  has  experimental] \-  pro\ed  this 
is  apparent  b}'  his  unclouded  [n'osperit}'  and 
extended  reputation.  Although  Mr.  Jones  is 
nearly  eight)'  \ears  ot  age,  the  lourscore  limit 
seems  to  ha\'e  no  elfect  upon  him  whate\er,  as 
he  is  bright  and  active,  both  meiitall)'  and 
physically,  and  carries  his  years  without  the 
least  sign  of  a  bunlen.  l'"or  a  s])eaking  like- 
ness of  this  W(;rth)'  gentleman  the  reader  is 
referred  to  another  page  ot  the  "  Re\  iew.  " 

As  the  names  of  ancestors  antl  direct  family 
connections  of  Captain  Horatio  Jones  are  un- 
avoidably omitted  in  the  present  sketch,  we 
take  this  o]jportunity  of  mentioning  that  the 
late  George  H.  Harris,  the  historicUi  of 
Rochester,  ])re])ared  a  histor)'  of  tliat  redoubt- 
able pioneer,  which  will  soon  be  published. 
This  will  form  a  most  xaluable  addition  to  the 
biographical  literature  of  the  .Stale. 


']r>.R.  JOHN  A.  CHASIC,  a  dentist  of 
I  1  Cieneseo,  the  county  seat  of  Living- 
ston  County,  was  born  in  Hloom- 
field,  Ontario  Count)',  N.V.,  L'eb- 
ruary  16,  1832.  His  fathei',  Joseph  Chase, 
who  was  a  native  of  Great  Harrington,  Mass., 
was  a  well-to-do  farmer  and  builder,  and  also 
a  man  of  patriotic  spirit.  It  is  related  of  him 
that  during  the  War  of  1812  he  set  out  with 
a  military  com[)an\'  fi'om  ()ntario  County  to 
join  the  United  States  Army;  but  on  reach- 
ing Geneseo  it  \  as  foimd  that  the  Hritish  had 
succeeded  in  burning  the  village  of  Huffalo, 
and  that  their  services  were  not  required. 
The  com]Kiny  therefore  returned  to  their 
homes.  'I'he  brothers  of  Joseph  Chase  were 
David  and  Jonathan,  of  Ro)  al  ( )ak,  and 
Elisha,  of  Detroit,  Mich.  Joseph  Chase  died 
in  Hloomfield  at  the  age  of  si\t)  -se\en.  The 
grandfather  of  Dr.  Chase,  also  named  Joseph, 
in  early  days  a  resident  of  Great  Harrington, 
locateil  after  a  time  in  Last  HloomfieUl,  C)n- 
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tario  County,  N.Y.,  wlicre  he  carried  on  the 
occui)ati(;n  of  fanning;  but  hiter  he  moveil  to 
Ivoyal  Oal<,  Mich.,  and  spent  the  remaimlcr 
of  his  life  in  that  locality. 

loseph  Chase,  the  )'ounger,  married  Miss 
]\huiani  Adams,  who  was  born  in  Blot)mfield, 
N.Y.,  in  1799-  Her  fatiier,  John  Adams, 
Jr.,  and  her  grandfather,  John  Adams,  were 
both  men  of  note  in  tlie  early  unsettled  days 
of  the  country.  Tlic  grandfather,  who  was 
known  as  Deacon  John  Adams,  came  from 
Great  Barrington,  Illass.,  to  New  York,  and 
was  the  first  white  settler  in  East  Bloomfield. 
He  <,oun  became  a  large  land  owner;  and  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  where  his  i)rimitive 
log  house  was  located  now  stands  the  railroad 
station,  whose  cars  directly  connect  with  far 
distant  parts  of  the  continent.  The  township 
of  Bloomiield,  Ontario  County,  now  includ- 
ing Victor,  Mention,  West  and  East  Bloom- 
field,  was  purchased  of  Phelps  and  Gorham 
by  a  comj^any  from  Berkshire  County,  Massa- 
chusetts, of  which  the  Adams  family  were  a 
prominent  part.  The  elder  John  Adams  was 
blessed  with  a  family  of  thirteen  children, 
five  sons  and  eight  daughters,  who  all  grew 
to  maturity,  married  and  settled  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  for  each  of  whom  he  purchased 
a  farm.  The  sons  were:  John,  William, 
Abner,  Jonathan,  and  Joseph.  His  sons-in- 
law  were:  E[>hrciim  Rue,  Eoren  Hull,  Elijah 
Rose,  Moses  Ciunn,  Lot  Rue,  John  Barnes, 
Roger  Sprague,  and  Asa  Hickox,  all  of  whom 
moved  into  this  region  with  their  families  in 
1789.  In  all  his  intercourse  with  the  Indians 
Deacon  John  Adams  was  their  firm  friend. 
He  served  as  Captain  of  a  company  during 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  passed  through 
this  section  <if  the  country  during  his  march 
with  the  skirmishing  expedition. 

Johii  Adams,  Jr.,  also  served  in  the  Revo- 
lution; and  his  grandson.  Dr.  Chase,  recalls 
the  pleasing  incident  of  driving  him  to  Can- 
andaigua  in  his  oUl  age  to  receive  his  pension 
from  the  government.  He  had  six  children, 
namely:  General  William  II.  Atlarns,  of 
Lyons;  George  and  Alvin,  of  Bloomfield; 
Mariam,  IMrs.  Joseph  Chase;  Mrs.  Sal)ra  Hop- 
kins, of  Lima;  ami  Mrs.  I'^mnie  Redmond, 
of  Lapeer,  Mich. 


Joseph  Chase  and  his  wife  brought  uj)  three 
children  —  William  llenr)',  a  farmer  in  East 
Blocimfield:  Ann,  wlio  nianicd  Cah  in  I)a\'id- 
son,  also  a  farmer  ot  the  same  section  of  the 
Slate;  ami  John  A.,  tlie  subject  (jf  this 
sketch.  Tile  mother  spent  her  last  }'ears  in 
Blowinfield,  :ind  died  iheie  at  the  age  nf  si\t}'- 
five.  Slie  and  her  husband  were  members  of 
the  Congregational  Society  in  Bloumfield. 
The  church  edifice  which  belonged  to  it  was 
erected  mainl)'  through  the  deve)tiun  ami  enter- 
prise of  the  Adams  famil)-.  It  was  the  first 
one  in  all  Western  New  York,  and  was  built 
in  1801.  Tile  chureh  sixiety  was  f(jrmeel  Sep- 
tend)er  8  and  tjrganized  N()vend)er  15,  1795. 
Its  first  jiastor  was  tlie  Rev.  Zadock  Hunn. 
The  fiist  school  was  taught  in  Bloomfield  by 
Laura  Ailams  as  early  as  1794. 

John  A.  Chase  livetl  until  he  was  of  age  on 
the  farm,  attending  the  district  school  and 
the  academy  in  Bioomfield.  After  leaving 
school  he  went  West,  where  he  remained 
about  seven  months,  and  then  returning  home 
entered  upon  the  stutly  of  dentistry  with  Dr. 
E.  F.  Wilson,  of  Ivast  IMoomheld.  He 
began  practice  for  himself  in  Castile,  W)'o- 
ming  Count)',  where  he  remained  abou.t  a  year, 
and  then  coming  to  Geneseo  stayed  here  four- 
teen years.  He  next  went  to  Avon  for  a  few 
months  and  from  there  to  Rochester.  Two 
years  later  he  returned  to  Geneseo,  where  he 
has  built  up  a  successful  jiractice. 

Dr.  Chase  married  in  1805  ?\Ii,-,s  Jane 
Hardy,  a  daughter  of  I'ridgeon  Hard)',  a  well- 
known  faimer  of  Iowa.  She  died  in  Geneseo, 
August  24,  1893.  Tile)'  bail  two  children, 
one  of  whom  survived  childhoud  and  grew  to 
maturity.  Her  name  is  Lillian  Ruggles 
Merriam.  She  grailuated  with  honor  from 
the  State  normal  school,  and  taught  school 
in  Scottsville.  She  married  Mr.  John  H. 
Scofield,  an  agent  of  fire  insurance:  ami  they 
reside  in  the  town  of  Scottsville.  The\-  ha\-e 
t\\!o  sons,  naiued  respectively  Ezra  Chase 
ami  Johri  Adams.  A  ilaughtei",  Louisa 
Adams,  died  early. 

Dr.  John  A.  Chase  is  a  member  ot  the 
Seventh  District  Dental  Societ)',  of  which  he 
has  been  Vice-President.  He  was  also  dele- 
gate  to   the   tirst    State   Dental  CoiueiUioii, 
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wliich  met  at  Albany  in  the  Assembly 
Chamber  (A  the  State  Capital  about  the 
year  186.S,  at  which  time  was  organized  the 
Dental  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
Subsequently  the  State  was  (li\'i(le(l  into  eight 
District  Dental  Societies,  the  town  of  Gene- 
seo  being  in  the  Sexenth  District.  Dr. 
Cliase  was  a  Republican  in  politics  up  to  the 
3-ear  1 872.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  a 
Democrat.  During  the  War  of  the  Rebell- 
ion, he  placed  a  substitute  at  great  expense 
in  the  army,  he  being  in  no  way  holden, 
either  by  draft  or  otherwise.  Dr.  Chase  is  a 
Presbyterian,  as  was  his  wife.  While  lie  was 
a  Trustee  (jf  the  A\(mi  l'iesb)'terian  Society, 
the  present  elegant  church  edifice  was 
erected;  and  Ivew  II.  P.  \'.  Rognc,  the  pres- 
ent pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of 
West  Avon,  was  iirstalled. 


"<?ipVRS.  i:i.[J>:X  A.  MILLS  BROOK- 
bz  I  =7     IXS,  a  grand-daughter  of  General 
I  Jj^L  (        AliUs,  the  first  permanent  white 
settler  of  Mount  Morris,  Living- 
ston C(ninty,  N.\'.,  is  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Rev.  Samuel  Mills,  one  (jf  the  earliest  mis- 
sionaries of   the   Geneset)   valley.     (A  more 
extended  sketch  of  the  lAIills  family  is  given 
with  the  biography  of  Dr.  jM)  ron  II.  Mills.) 

The  father  ol  Mrs.  Brookins,  Sidney  11. 
Mills,  was  boiii  in  Mount  Morris,  June  4, 
1808.  His  )'ontli  was  spent  among  [Moneer 
scenes,  where  he  early  learned  to  endure  the 
hardships  anil  pri\ation  of  such  a  life.  In  his 
younger  ila)  s  Indians  still  lingered  near  his 
hi)me ;  aiul  he  became  familiar  with  them, 
thus  being  enabled  to  learn  their  language 
aiul  customs.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage 
he  settled  on  land  belonging  to  his  father, 
occui)}ing  it  till  1836,  when  he  came  up  to 
the  tarm  in  the  town  oi  Mount  IMorris  where 
ills  daughter  and  her  famil}'  now  reside. 
When  this  land  was  purchased,  it  was  heavily 
timbered;  but  b)'  hard  work  and  perseverance 
he  succeeded  in  clearing  it  and  erecting  good 
buildings.  lie  resided  here  until  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  His  wife  was  Julia 
Angeline  Parker,  of  Milo,  N'ates  County, 
N.V.      Her    grandfather,     \i/.Vd    Parker,  of 


early  Lnglish  ancestr)-,  was,  as  far  as  is 
known,  a  na[i\'e  of  Massachusetts.  He  spent 
his  last  da\s  in  Michigan,  wheie  he  Llied  at 
the  age  of  one  hundied  )eais. 

Jttel  Parker,  son  of  h'.zra  and  father  of 
Julia,  Mrs.  Mills,  was  born  in  Berkshire, 
Mass.,  but  ino\-ed  from  there  to  Sangerliekl, 
Oneida  County,  X.\'.,  accom|ianied  b}'  his 
wife  and  (Uie  ciiild,  nKd<ing  the  journey  on 
horseback.  A  few  years  later  he  removetl  to 
the  town  of  Milo,  Yates  Count}',  settling  on 
the  bank  of  the  lake,  which  was  his  abiding- 
l)lace  loi'  a  number  of  yeais.  He  then  went 
to  New  Loiulon,  Huron  County.  CJhio,  wliere 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  tlays.  His 
wife,  Polly  Benham,  was  the  daughter  of 
James  Benham,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  She  was 
born  in  Hartford  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
ALu'ch,  1776.  When  she  was  two  years  old, 
her  fatlier  moved  to  Dutchess  Count)',  New 
York,  where  she  lived  until  she  was  seven 
years  of  age.  She  then  went  with  her  father 
to  Oneitla  Count}',  and  there  livid  until  she 
was  married.  Her  mother,  whose  maiilen 
name  was  Sarali  Sedgwick,  was  a  cousin  of 
Noah  W^ebster,  of  dictionary  fame.  Mariam 
Webster,  Mrs.  Ih'ijokins's  grandmother,  mar- 
ried Mr.  Sedgwick  for  her  first  husband,  Mr. 
Hopkins  for  her  second,  Mr.  John  Marsh  for 
her  third.  Mr.  Hopkins  was  killed  by  the 
Indians.  Julia  A.  Parker  met  Mr.  Mills  at 
Mount  Morris,  where  she  was  engageil  in 
teaching  school,  ami  married  him  when  she 
was  twenty-one  }'eai's  of  age.  They  hatl  three 
children,  namely:  Lllen  .\.,  Mrs.  Bnjokins; 
and  two  sons,  James  D.  ami  Harris,  both  <jf 
wIkjiu  llied  at  the  age  ot  twenty-three  years. 
Airs.  Julia  A.  Parker  Alills  diJd  Aiu'i'l  19, 
1881. 

Lllen  A.  Mills  was  married  at  the  age  of 
twenty-nine  to  her  [iresent  husband,  James 
H.  Br(jokins,  who  was  l)orn  in  .South  Dans- 
ville,  .Steuben  C(nmty,  N.Y.,  August  8,  1S33. 
His  father,  Silas  AI.  Brookins,  a  nati\'e  of 
Sharon,  \'t.,  was  <uie  of  tlie  early  pioneer 
settleis  ol  .South  Dans\  ille,  wheie  he  resided 
a  number  of  years.  He  thence  went  to  Wis- 
consin, and  securing  a  tract  of  government 
land  improved  a  portion  of  it,  and  resided 
there  lor  some  time,   but   fiualh    remo\ed  to 
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Chickasaw  County,  la.,  spending  the  re- 
mainder of  iiis  life  at  that  ])hice.  His  wife, 
Lydia  Thointon,  w.is  born  in  Bradford,  I'a. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hrooivins  liave  five  children  — 
George  \V.  ;  Nellie  M.,  who  married  Andrew 
N.  Swanson,  of  I  lornellsville ;  Mary;  Kd- 
ward  ;  ami  Sadie,  who  is  an  adopted  daughter. 

Mr.  Hrookins  was  educated  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  which  he  has  followed  most  of  his 
life.  Since  his  marriage  he  has  lived  at  the 
Mills  homestead,  successfully  engaged  in 
farming.  Jioth  Mr.  anil  Mrs.  Brookins  are 
greatly  esteemed  b)'  their  many  friends  in 
Mount  Aforris,  where  they  have  so  long 
resided. 


\CA^/ILLIAM  H.  I'AINE  is  a  fine  repre- 
sentative of  the  native-born  citi- 
zens of  Livingston  County,  sons  and 
grandsons  of  its  stalwart  pioneers,  who  are 
now  carrying  on  the  work,  which  their  ances- 
tors inaugurated,  of  developing  the  resources 
of  this  portion  of  our  great  country. 

William  D.  I'aine,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  personal  narrative,  was  born  in  Herki- 
mer County,  New  York,  in  1809,  and  there 
grew  to  manhooil.  In  1830  he  emigrated  to 
this  section  of  Livingstoii  County,  and  pur- 
chased a  homestead,  which  is  now  owned  by 
his  widow  and  occupied  by  his  widow  and 
daughter.  He  was  a  millwright  by  trade; 
and,  after  getting  well  settled  on  his  land,  he 
built  a  saw-mill,  and  manufactured  lumber 
from  the  timber  cut  on  his  own  property  and 
on  much  of  tlie  neighboring  land,  carrying  on 
a  substantial  and  lucrative  business.  He 
worked  with  assiduous  industry  ami  untiring- 
energy  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  purpose, 
remaining  on  his  original  farm  until  his  de- 
cease. He  became  prominent  in  town  affairs, 
his  sterling  honesty  gaining  for  him  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  his  fellow-townsmen, 
whom  he  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Assessor,  and  (Nonstable.  He  marri<;d  Se- 
niantha  Rice,  the  daughter  of  I'^lijah  Rice, 
who  came  here  from  Cattaraugus  County  in 
1826,  being  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this 
locality.  Two  chilihen  were  born  of  their 
union;   namely,   Laura  L.,  who  lives  on  the 


old  homestead  with  her  mother,  and  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch. 

William  H.  I'aine  was  born  at  the  home 
of  his  parents  in  Nunda  on  May  25,  1850. 
He  received  excellent  etlucational  advantages, 
pursuing  his  studies  at  the  Nunda  Academy 
after  he  left  the  district  school.  Having  a 
predilection  for  agricultural  pursuits,  he 
engaged  therein  at  an  early  age,  working  on 
the  home  farm  the  greater  portion  of  the  time 
until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  January 
27,  18S5,  when  he  removed  to  a  farm  owned 
by  his  father-in-law;  and  this  he  has  since 
carrietl  on  with  ability  and  success. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  Mr.  Paine 
was  Julia  K.  Hitchcox.  She  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Nunda,  beiiig  the  daughter  of  Merrilt 
and  Sophronia  Hitchcox,  well-known  ami 
valued  residents  of  this  place.  Inheriting  in 
a  marketl  degree  the  prudence  and  practical 
sagacity  of  his  ancestors,  Mr.  Paine  has  in 
like  manner  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
the  community,  and  is  identified  with  the 
management  of  local  affairs.  In  jiolitics  he 
is  a  true  Republican;  and  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote,  cast  in  1872,  was  for  General 
U.  S.  Grant.  Lor  three  consecutive  years  he 
has  served  with  great  credit  as  Supervisor  of 
the  town. 


RILLITH  JOXLS,  a  progressive 
*)  I  farmer  of  the  town  of  Perry,  Wy- 
oming County,  N.\'.,  was  boin  in 
Wales,  May  18,  1832,  s(jn  of  William  and 
Catherine  (Jones)  J(jnes.  The  fatlier  was  born 
in  Wales  in  1800;  and,  hav  ing  spent  his  youth 
in  his  native  place,  when  eighteen  years  of 
age  he  came  to  America,  settling  in  I'tica, 
N.Y.  The  Erie  Canal  was  at  that  time  in 
process  of  construction;  and  here  Mr.  Jones 
found  employment  for  four  years,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Wales,  and  occupied  himself 
with  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1838  he  again 
left  his  native  land  for  America,  here  also 
following  the  occupation  u(  farming.  Liitil 
1849  resided  in  Oneida  County,  N.V.,  and 
then  removed  to  the  town  of  Attica,  Wyo- 
ming County.  Here  he  bought  one  hundred 
and  hfty-iiine  acres  of  partially  cleared  land. 
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built  a  large  house  ;uul  barns,  and  became  a 
successful  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  also' operat- 
ing a  choice  dair)'.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-five  }ears,  anil  his  wife  passed  away 
wlien  eight}'-eight  years  of  age.  'Hiey  were 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  he 
was  a  Republican  in  politics.  Their  chil- 
dren, three  in  number,  were  as  follows: 
Howell,  who  married  Rowena  Smith,  and, 
being  killed  in  a  railroad  accident  at  Dale 
when  fifty-seven  years  of  age,  left  a  widow 
and  one  child,  Mar)  K.;  Griffith,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  antl  Mary,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years. 

Griffith  Jones  received  a  common-school 
education,  after  which  he  bought  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  resided  until  1873. 
Having  parted  with  the  ancestral  place,  he 
moved  to  Perry,  and  bought  the  old  Benedict 
farm,  a  fine  estate  embi-acing  one  lumdred 
and  fifty-one  acres,  situatetl  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  the  town.  In  October,  1857, 
Mr.  Jones  married  I'olina  S.  Smith,  who 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Attica,  Wyoming 
Count)',  March  7,  1835.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Rydia  (Whaley)  Smith,  the 
former  a  native  of  Otsego  County  and  the 
latter  of  Onondaga  County. 

Henry  Smith  was  born  May  8,  1801.  His 
parents  were  Isaac  and  Hannah  (Hawley) 
Smith,  both  of  whom  were  Ixnn  in  Vermont; 
and  his  father  was  a  private  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  Henry  Smith  began  the  occu- 
pation of  farming  in  Attica  in  183 1, 
remaining  there  till  1845,  when  he  bought 
one  hundred  and  eighty-six  acres  of  land  in 
the  town  of  Middlebur)-,  Wyoming  County, 
where  he  became  one  of  the  most  progressive 
farmers  of  that  section.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-six  years,  his  wife  living  to  be 
seventy-six  years  of  age.  They  had  a  family 
of  fourteen  children,  who  may  be  thus  briefiy 
mentioned:  Lovina,  born  at  Dale,  April  25, 
1823,  married  Martin  Rindsey,  and  has  two 
children.  Orrin,  boi  n  October  4,  1824,  mar- 
ried Miss  R.  Whaley,  and  died  August  27, 
1884.  George  \V.,  born  March  17,  1826, 
married  Charlotte  Peck,  and  both  are  now 
deael.  Minerva  and  Rlizal)eth  died  in  in- 
fancy.    James  M.,   born   PebrLiary   12,    1 83 1, 


married  Prances  Johnson,  anil  is  a  farmer  in 
the  town  of  Middlebury,  Ijcing  the  father  of 
two  children.  Ilairict  .S.,  born  Ajjril  22, 
1833,  mairied  ITisha  (Jay,  a  farmer  in  Mid- 
dlebury, and  lias  six  children.  Polina  S.  is 
the  wife  of  tlie  suljject  of  this  biography. 
Rovica,  born  P'ebruary  6,  1837,  married 
C.  V.  Rindsey,  of  Attica,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren. .Sarah  A.,  born  July  3,  1840,  married 
John  Jones.  Mary  R.,  born  July  16,  1842, 
died  June  23,  1845.  Simeon  S.,  born 
October  4,  1844,  died  January  8,  1845. 
P'rancis,  born  Novemliei-  3,  1845,  married 
Rose  Austin,  and  has  six  cliildren.  Alice 
A.,  born  Octcjber  24,  1851,  married  Martin 
Stortz,  and  has  three  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffith  Jones  have  two  chil- 
dren: WillicUii  H.,  born  June  4,  1866,  mar- 
ried Ilattie  Nichols,  and  lives  at  the 
homestead;  P^-aiik  M.,  born  P'ebruary  14, 
1871,  also  lives  at  home. 

Mr.  Jones  has  improved  his  place,  re- 
modelling the  buildings  which  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  Benedicts;  and  he  has  now  one 
of  the  best-managed  and  most  profitable  farms 
in  the  town  of  Perry.  His  apple  orchards  are 
well  known  for  the  excellent  quality  of  fruit 
which  they  bear  in  abundance,  and  among  his 
live  stock  are  about  one  hundred  fine  Merino 
sheep.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, has  been  Assessor  for  nine  years,  and 
has  held  other  minor  offices.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Bajitist  church  of 
Dale.  He  has  shown  much  zeal  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  and 
the  energy  with  which  he  has  carried  on  im- 
provements both  for  his  own  interest  and  that 
of  the  public  has  won  for  him  well-deserved 
success. 


p:njamin  s.  cofptn,  1-:^).,  of 

Mount  Morris,  is  a  well-known  and 
esteemed  native  citizen  of  Li\-ing- 
ston  Countv,  and  one  of  its  most 
prosperous  farmers.  He  was  boin  on  Septem- 
ber 3,  1839.  He  is  iR'Scendeil  lioin  the  Xan- 
tucket  stock,  from  which  is  said  to  liave 
sprung  all  the  Coflin  race  in  America,  includ- 
ing nirniy  who  lia\e  uon  distiuclioii  in  various 
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walks  in  life.  Its  progenitor  in  this  country 
was  Tristram  Ccjllin,  l)(jrn  in  Devonshire, 
Enghuul,  in  iCiO^-,  who  (.anie  to  New  luiglaiul 
in  1642,  anil  settletl  with  his  family  on  the 
island  of  Nantucket  in  1660.  He  was  com- 
missioned chief  magistrate  of  Nantucket  and 
Tuckernuckett  in  1671. 

Peleg  Cijffin,  the  father  of  Benjamin  S., 
was  born  and  grew  to  maturity  in  Saratoga 
County,  being  tlie  son  of  a  pioneer  settler. 
At  the  age  ui  twenty-one  years  he  made  a 
trip  to  this  couiU)',  and  in  the  town  of  Mount 
Morris  purchasetl  sixty  acres  of  thickly 
wooded  land,  that  purchase  being  included  in 
the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son. 
Returning  on  foot,  the  same  way  that  he  came 
to  Saratoga  County,  I'eleg  Coffin  married, 
and  in  the  following  spring,  1823,  brought 
his  bride  to  the  place  he  had  selected  as  their 
future  home.  .Starting  with  a  yoke  of  oxen 
and  a  sled,  on  which  all  of  their  earthly  pos- 
sessions were  iiacked,  they  journeyed  slowly, 
until  the  sudden  disappearance  of  the  snow, 
when  they  had  to  exchange  the  sled  for  a 
wagon;  ami  the  last  mile  of  the  way  he  was 
forced  to  cut  a  u)iu\.  through  the  dense  forest 
trees  to  the  home  of  his  brother-in-law, 
who  owned  an  adjoining  tract  of  land.  He 
remained  with  the  brother-in-law  until  he  hail 
built  a  log  cabin,  and  then  he  and  his  youth- 
ful wife  began  housekeeping  on  their  own 
territory.  Rochester,  the  nearest  market  and 
milling-point,  was  lorty  miles  away,  and  was 
reached  only  alter  a  tedious  three  days' 
journey  with  oxen.  h'rom  the  wilderness  in 
which  he  settled  I'eleg  Coffin  redeemed  a 
good  farm,  and  as  the  years  rolled  on  con- 
tinually added  to  its  im]M-ovements,  erecting 
in  time  a  good  set  of  frame  buildings.  Here 
he  spent  many  years  of  active  industry,  living 
to  the  age  of  sevent)'-one.  His  wife  was 
Susan  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Gal  way,  Sara- 
toga County,  and  died  in  Mount  Morris  at 
the  veneiable  age  of  eighty-six  years.  To 
her  and  her  husband  four  cliililren  were  born; 
namely,  Latham,  Wallei-  .S.,  Ruby  A.,  and 
Benjamin  S.  Mr.  Coflin  was  a  teacher,  and 
was  also  for  several  years  a  zealous  and  efh- 
cient  local  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal denomination. 


Benjamin  S.  acquired  his  |)reliminary 
education  in  the  distiict  schools;  and  this 
was  supplemented  by  an  attendance  at  Gene- 
see College,  in  Rima,  where,  alter  studying 
for  three  years,  his  attendance  was  interrupted 
by  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  Ivebellion, 
and  he  did  not  receive  his  diploma  until  after 
his  return  from  the  scene  of  the  contiict.  He 
taught  school  for  some  years  both  before  and 
after  the  war.  In  A|)ril,  iSGi,  at  tlie  first 
call  for  volunteers,  inspired  by  patri<;tic 
ardor,  he  enlisted  in  delence  of  his  country, 
and  on  Ma\'  7,  1861,  was  mustered  into  ser- 
vice as  a  mendjcr  of  Company  G,  Twenty- 
seventh  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry.  The 
following  November  he  was  promoted  to  be 
(Juartermaster  Sergeant  of  the  regiment,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  until  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  enlistment  in  June,  1863.  Re- 
turning to  his  native  place,  he  shortly  after 
settled  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  has  since 
resided,  and  which  he  has  managed  success- 
fully and  profitably. 

On  December  30,  1863,  Mr.  Coffin  was 
united  in  marriage  to  ^liss  Catherine  Smith. 
They  have  two  children,  a  daughter,  Belle, 
and  a  son,  George.  A  third  child  died  in 
infancy.  Mrs.  Coffin  was  born  in  Canan- 
daigua,  Ontario  County,  August  29,  1834, 
being  a  daughter  of  Justin  Smith,  who  was 
born  July  22,  1804,  presumaljl)'  in  Cayuga 
Count)'.  John  Smith,  her  paternal  grand- 
fathei',  was  of  German  ancestry,  and  a  nati\'e 
of  Mar)dand,  whence  he  emigrated  to  Cayuga 
County  in  this  State  at  an  early  ])eriod  of  its 
settlement,  and  reclaimed  a  farm  from  the 
l)rimeval  wilderness.  He  married  Catherine 
Smith,  who  bore  him  several  children,  among 
them  being  Justin,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Coflin. 
Justin  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith  when 
he  was  a  young  man  ;  and  after  his  marriage 
he  removed  to  Ontario  County,  where  he 
bought  a  tract  of  land  al)out  two  miles  from 
the  village  of  Canandaigua,  remaining  there 
until  1839.  Mr.  .Smith  then  came  to  Mount 
Morris,  and,  pinciiasing  a  laini  on  the  Ri\er 
road,  five  miles  from  the  village,  there  carried 
on  mixed  industry  until  his  death,  June  3, 
1879.  He  married  Isabelle  Mcl'"arland,  a 
native  of  Penns)'lvania,  where  she  was  born 
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March  3,  1805.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
George  aiul  iMary  (Thompson)  McFarkind, 
natives  of  the  Keystone  Stale,  and  of  Setjtcli 
ancestry.  Mrs.  Smith  jjreeeded  her  iiiisband 
to  the  better  land,  dying  January  14,  1877. 
She  bore  her  luisband  six  chilch'en,  of  whom 
the  folU)\ving  is  a  brief  mention:  Nancy,  wife 
of  DeW'itt  Chirk,  a  resident  of  K:a\  Chiire, 
Wis.;  Catherine;  George,  deceased;  John, 
a  resident  of  Mount  Morris;  Justin,  de- 
ceased; and  William,  a  ])h}'sician  in  Niles, 
Mich.  Jolin  and  Justin  bolli  served  as  gal- 
lant sohliers  in  the  late  Civil  War,  being 
members  the  regiment  liist  known  as  the 
One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth  New  York  Vol- 
unteer Infantry  and  later  as  the  h'irst  New 
York  Dragoons.  Mr.  Smith  was  in  his  early 
days  a  Democrat  in  politics,  Init  was  afterward 
identified  willi  the  Republican  party.  lie 
held  many  ofiices  of  trust  and  responsibility, 
and  was  for  many  years  the  County  Loan 
Commissioner.  Religiously,  both  he  and  his 
wife  were  nieiubers  of  the  I'resb^'terian  church. 

Mr.  Collin  is  a  man  of  undoubted  integrity 
antl  the  possessor  of  those  sterling  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart  which  make  him  an  invaluable 
member  of  the  community.  He  and  his  es- 
timable wife  are  consistent  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  He  has  served  as 
Justice  of  the  I'eace  for  twenty-six  years,  and 
for  a  nmnber  of  years  has  been  pension  at- 
torney, and  in  the  matter  of  securing  pensions 
for  deserving  comrades  has  l)een  eminently 
successful.  Mr.  Cofiin  is  a  member  of  the 
J.  K.  Lee  Post,  No.  281,  (hand  Army  of  tlie 
Republic,  and  is  Past  Conuuander.  He  is  a 
member  of  Masonic  L(Klge,  No.  122,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  antl  of  Mount  Morris  Chapter,  No. 
137,  R.  A.  M.,  and  has  also  served  as  High 
Pi  iest  for  sixteen  years.  He  is  also  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Genesee  Valley  Lodge, 
No.  129,  American  Order  of  United  Work- 
men, and  of  the  Ro)al  Legion,  Select 
Knights,  No.  40.  Mr.  Coflin  likewise'  be- 
longs to  the  -Survivors'  Associati(jn  of  the 
Twenty-seventh  New  Yoi'k  V(jlunteer  In- 
fantry, of  the  h'irst  New  Ynvk  \'eteran 
Cavalry,  and  of  the  T]iirt)'-third  New  York 
Volunteer  Infantry,  having  been  for  two 
years  President  of  the  association,  and  is  at 


the  present  time  serving  as  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  Mr.  Coffin  is  also  a  member,  and 
was  Pre.siilent,  of  the  Livingsl(jn  County 
Grantl  Army  of  tiie  Re[niblic,  and  was  Presi- 
dent of  the  l-'armers"  Pion.eer  Association  em- 
bracing tlie  ttjwns  of  Moimt  .Morris,  Nunda,  and 
I'ortage. 


rg)TlRA.^I   L.  NICHOLS,   M.D.,  a  well- 
1-^-1      known   and    successlul    physieian  of 
I  Ig)  I         Wyoming  Count\',  w  hose  ofhce  is  at 
— "  No.  46  Market  Street,   Attica,  lias 
W(jn  a  line  re|)Utation  loi"  skill,  and  has  built 
up  an  extensi\'e  practice  in  Attica  anil  the  sur- 
I'ounding   countr)'.     lie    is   a    native   of  this 
comity,    Pennington   ijeing    the   place   of  his 
birth,    and   .Ma)'    25,    1846,   the  date  theieof. 
His  father,  Jacob  11.  Nicliols,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Attica  in  September,   1816,   being  a 
son  of  Abijah  Nich(;ls,  one  of  the  six  original 
settlers  of  this  local  it}'. 

Abijah  Nicfiols  was  hovn  in  Hrimheld, 
Mass.,  in  177''),  and  was  one  of  the  li\'e  sons  of 
Malachi  .Nichols,  a  Nfe-long  resident  of  the 
Pay  State.  'i'he  olliei'  sons  wei  e  :  Asher,  for 
many  )ears  a  practising  physician  of  the  town 
of  Portage  in  this  .State;  (kiil;  Willis;  and 
Perley.  .Abijah  Nichols  mari  ietl  Polly  Howe, 
one  of  New  Lnghuul's  daughters;  and  the  first 
years  ol  their  wedded  lite  wei'c  spent  in  Attica. 
In  1822  he  remo\etl  to  ()rleans  County,  in 
order  that  he  might  better  attend  to  his  duties 
as  one  of  the  su])-contractoi's  of  the  Li  ie  Canal. 
After  his  death,  whieh  occurietl  in  1832,  his 
family  returned  to  Attica,  and  seltlei.1  on  the 
iiill  four  miles  south  ot  tlie  town,  in  what  was 
then  called  Aiabia.  His  widow,  wlio  li\eil  to 
the  \'enerable  age  of  ninet)'-two  \eais,  dieil  in 
Alexander  in  1870.  .She  bore  lier  husband 
fifteen  children,  twehe  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  but  two  are  now  li\'ing  —  A.  J. 
Nichols,  an  octogenarian;  and  Jacob  II.,  the 
Doctor's  father.  ()ne  ilaughtei',  AbigLiil,  the 
willow  ol  John  |{.  .Smith,  who  was  killed  while 
in  sei'\ice  during  the  late  ivebellioii,  tlied  in 
June,  i8(j4,  at  the  ail\'aneei.l  age  ol  eight)-two 
)'ears. 

Jacob  11.  Nichols,  a  pri)miiient  and  practical 
farir.er  of    J5ennington,    is   still    actively  en- 
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[(a<^c(l  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and,  although 
in  the  sL'Vcnt)'-ninth  year  of  his  age,  cradled 
giain  on  his  hum  the  ])ast  season.  ilis  wile, 
h\e  years  }<)unger,  whom  he  niarrieil  August 
7,  is  as  strong  mentally  and  j)hysically 

as  most  women  in  the  prime  of  life.  They 
celebrateil  their  gulden  wedding  on  Monday, 
August  <S,  i.Sc)2.  Her  maiden  name  was  Jane 
Latimer.  She  was  born  in  the  town  of  Jk-n- 
nington,  this  county.  May  20,  1S21,  Ijcing  a 
tlaughter  of  llezekiahand  Obedience  (Ikitler) 
Latimer,  botli  ot  whom  were  natives  of  Con- 
necticut. Mrs.  Latimer,  the  Doctor's  maternal 
gnuuhnother,  was  born  September  11,  1787,  at 
the  home  of  her  ])arents,  Josiah  and  JIannah 
lUitler,  in  NtJithington,  Conn.  ;  and  her  mar- 
riage with  Hezekiah  Latimer  was  solemnized 
December  25,  iiSoS.  The  following  )ear  the 
young  couple  emigrated  to  New  York,  locating 
in  Hennington,  \V}-oniing  County,  or,  as  it 
was  then  called,  Sheldon,  (icnesee  Count}'. 
On  their  way  thither  their  hardships  began, 
the  bride  being  obliged  at  times  to  leave  the 
o.\  wagon  and  wade  through  the  swamps  and 
morasses  with  her  slioes  and  stockings  in  her 
hands.  'i"he  humble  log  cabin  which  they 
reared  in  the  wilderness  was  often  menaced  by 
the  prowling  wohes,  the  blanket  serving  for 
a  door  being  but  little  protection.  In  1812, 
being  ojjliged  to  flee  from  the  Indians,  they 
took  their  only  child  to  Cortland  County, 
where  they  remained  until  after  the  birth  of 
their  second  child.  Mi-.  Latimer,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  died  at  an  ad- 
vanced age,  y\pril  5,  1865.  His  widow,  sur- 
\d\  ing  him,  lived  until  May  6,  1879. 

Jacob  II.  am!  Jane  Nichols  had  two  chil- 
dren—  lliiam  I'".  ;  and  his  sister,  lunma  C, 
hei'.self  a  piactising  physician,  and  the  wife 
of  Dr.  Milton  11.  Carey,  of  Huffalo,  N.\'. 
llirain  was  reaix'd  to  farm  life,  and  after  leav- 
ing the  tlistrict  school  was  engaged  in  teaching 
thiiteen  terms.  In  1870  he  began  the  study 
ot  medicine  with  Dr.  C.  \V.  Jlowe,  ol  Cowles- 
\ille,  subseqiientl)'  entered  the  physio  medical 
school  at  Indianapolis,  and  was  graduated  fi'om 
that  institution  in  1N82.  Dr.  Nichols  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Jiennington 
Centre,  the  jjlace  of  his  nativity,  going  thence 
to  Cowlesv  ille,  where  lie  remained  \ouv  years. 


meeting  with  e.vcellent  success.  In  1887  he 
came  to  Attica;  and  the  following  year,  having 
established  a  gooil  practice  heie,  lie  bought  his 
[)resent  lesideiice  and  office.  lie  has  been 
eminently  prosi)ei'ous  in  his  professional  work, 
and  is  conceded  to  be  one  ol  the  brightest  and 
ablest  medical  men  in  this  section  ui  the 
county. 

Di".  II.  V.  Nichols  was  married  June  21, 
1 86,S,  to  I'Jta  M.    Lindsay,   of  Lrie  County. 

Mrs.  Nichols  is  a  tlaughter  of  tlie  late  .See- 
Ic)'  and  Lunice  (Mungei)  Lindsa)',  the  lormer 
of  whom  was  boiai  in  Chautauqua  Count)',  and 
the  latter  in  the  town  of  15enn i ngtoii.  Her 
I  father  died  when  she  was  an  infant,  in  1853, 
leaving  his  widow  with  h\'e  li\ing  childieii. 
The  mother  died  h\  e  )  ears  later.  ( )f  the  ten 
children  born  to  her,  si.\  are  now  living,  two 
daughters  being  residents  of  Washington,  two 
sons  residing"  in  the  .State  of  Minnesota,  .Mrs. 
Nichols  in  vXttica,  and  a  half-sister  in  J^atavia. 
'l"he  Doctor  and  his  wife  liave  four  children. 
The  eldest  child,  a  bo\',  died  in  infancy. 
Mae,  who  was  gi'aduated  fi'oni  the  Attica  High 
School  in  1894,  with  a  higher  record  than  any 
previous  graduate,  is  in  Rochester,  where  she 
is  em])lo)'ctl  in  writing.  h'rancis  M.  is  a  bo)' 
of  nine  yeai's,  and  Alice  Mautl  a  beautiful 
child  of  six  years.  In  politics  Dr.  Nichols 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party;  and,  so- 
cially, he  is  a  proniinent  nieiiiber  of  the  C)dd 
I'ellows,  having  passed  the  chaiis,  and  now 
belonging  to  the  encampment.  .Mrs.  .Nicliols 
is  an  esteemed  and  active  membei'  ot  the  Ra|j- 
tist  cluiich,  and  a  member  of  the  Woman's 
Chi'istian    Temijei'ance  Lnion. 
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erly  ranked  as  one  of  the  self 
J  I  Ij  I  lueii  of  Livingston  Count)', 
the  battle  of  life  with  h 
strength,  and  brain  as  his  sole  ca|)ital  ; 
thus  endowed,  he  has  I'isen  to  a  posit  i 
wealth  and  importance  in  the  coiinnunit). 
has  been  prospered  in  all  of  his  venture 
tireless  industr)'  and  econoni)',  combinei 
toresight  and  a  sound  jutlgnient,  mecliiiL 
a  deserved  reward.  I  Ic  wisely  chose  th 
his  tuture  talliuL!'  to  which  he  was  best  at 
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both  by  nature  aiul  experience;  and,  as  a 
farmer,  stock-raiser,  and  a  dealer  in  cattle,  he 
has  been  eminently  successful.  lie  was  horn 
in  Stafforil,  (jeiiesee  Count}-,  January  1 8, 
1816.  His  father,  lleniy  \'an  Dusen,  was  a 
nati\'e  of  Oueensbur}',  W'airen  ("ounty;  and 
his  ^rantlfalher,  John  \'au  Dusen,  was,  it  is 
ihoui^ht,  a  life-loiij;  resident  of  tiie  ICmpire 
State.  lie  ser\etl  as  a  Continental  s(jldier 
dvn"in^  the  W'ai"  of  the  Re\olution,  and  after- 
uaid  carried  on  i;eneial  fainiini;'  in  Oueens- 
bury,   where  he  li\ed  to  a  gooil  old  a^e. 

Henry  \'an  Dusen,  luu  in^"  been  reared  and 
married  in  the  jdace  of  his  birth,  removed  to 
Genesee  County  in  1814,  the  tedious  journey 
thither  with  his  wife  and  two  children  being 
matle  with  teams,  and  occui))inL;  twenty-seven 
days.  He  bcjught  land  in  the  i'oidtney  tract, 
located  in  the  town  of  Staffoixl,  where  he  was 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers.  lie  erected  a  log 
cabin  in  the  wildei  ness ;  but  ei  e  its  comjile- 
tion  it  was  burned,  anil  out  of  his  scanty 
means  he  hatl  to  build  another.  Western  New 
Yolk  was  then  an  almost  trackless  forest,  and 
the  deer  were  so  ])lentiful  that  the  pioneers 
had  hard  w(;rk  to  keej)  them  from  destroying 
their  wheat.  There  being  neither  markets  nor 
mills  within  con\enient  distance,  they  main- 
tained life  from  the  products  of  the  s<jil  and 
the  game  to  be  found  in  the  foicst.  In  1827 
llenr)'  \'an  Dusen  sold  Ids  partly  improved 
farm,  and  removed  to  the  town  ot  Centreville, 
Allegany  County,  where  he  was  nund)ei"etl 
among  the  jMoneers.  Taving  two  dollars  and  a 
half  an  acre  for  a  tract  of  land  in  the  llolland 
Patent,  he  built  a  log  house,  and  began  the 
task  ol  deal  ing  a  taini  trom  the  tind)er.  He 
met  with  \arious  ni i si ort uiu's,  and  hnally  lost 
all  of  his  propeit)",  but  lemained  in  the  town 
until  the  end  of  his  life,  which  co\'ered  a 
l)eri(ul  ot  threescore  and  ten  )'ears.  He  mar- 
ried ICliza  W'alcup,  a  nati\e  of  (Jueensbury, 
and  the  daughter  of  iXaion  W'alcup.  She  bcjre 
him  ihiiteen  childi-eu,  and  outli\ed  him, 
spentling  touiscore  )eais  upon  this  earth. 

M)ron  \'an  Dusen  was  the  tliiicl  child  in 
order  of  bii  tli  of  the  parental  househokl ;  and 
at  the  age  ot  sexenteen  )ears  he  became  self- 
supporting,  starting  out  in  the  world  without  a 
penn)'  in  his  pocket.      His  Inst  emplo)'ment 


was  chopping  wood,  and  for  the  tirst  one  hun- 
dred c(jrds  he  received  eighteen  dollars.  He 
continued  working  by  the  da)',  nuMith,  or  year, 
and,  being  \ei'y  induslricnrs  and  exceedingly 
frugal,  accunudateil  a  small  sum  ot  mone)', 
which  in  1844  he  in\estetl  in  land,  bu)ing 
eighty  acres  in  the  town  ot  Caneadea,  /Xllegany 
County,  wheie  he  engaged  in  general  tarming. 
As  the  years  rolled  liy,  i\li'.  \'an  Dusen  grad- 
ually enlarged  his  operati(jns,  in  addition  to 
tilling  the  soil,  being  e.\tensi\'el)  engaged  in 
bu)'ing  and  selling  cattle,  and  has  met  with 
profitable  returns  as  a  tlealer  in  real  estate,  his 
landed  property  being  located  in  three  diifeient 
counties  and  comprising  seven  hundred  val- 
uable acres. 

Mr.  Van  Dusen  has  been  twice  married. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  tiist  wife,  to  whoni  he 
was  uniteil  in  1840,  was  IClizabelh  l^oynton. 
She  was  born  in  1820  in  Genesee  Count)',  of 
New  JCngland  parentage,  being  a  daughter  ot 
William  and  'Iryphena  (Re)-nolds)  J5o)iiton, 
both  of  whom  weie  nati\es  ot  Maine  and  pi(;- 
neers  ot  Genesee  County,  Xew  \'oik.  1  he 
lather  was  a  farmei'  by  occu[)ation,  and  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812.  Airs.  iCli/.abeth  \'an 
Dusen  i)ro\'ed  a  faithful  helpmate  and  an  able 
assistant  in  his  pioneer  labors,  seconding  his 
efforts  while  he  was  la\ing  the  foundation  for 
his  present  fortune,  managing  her  domestic 
affairs  w  ith  wisdom  and  econom)' ;  and  in  the 
early  days  of  their  wedtled  life  she  dressed  her 
family  in  homesi)Lm  garments  ol  her  own  manu- 
tactine.  (  )n  December  20,  l8i^o,  she  passetl 
to  the  jo)s  of  eternal  life,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren—  I'jiiil)-,  Laura,  Meha,  ami  Milton  \i. 

On  No\enil)er  3,  1891,  Mr.  \'an  Dusen  was 
married  to  Mrs.  l.enoia  (I'ai'ks)  llag.ulorn,  a 
natixe  ol  .Scipio,  Cayuga  Count)',  N.\'.,  where 
her  birth  occurred  December  2,  1820.  Her 
lather,  William  Parks,  was  boiii  in  Washing- 
ton Count)',  New  York,  whence  his  father, 
Joel  Parks,  Mscp,  migrated  to  Cayuga  County, 
being  a  pioneer  ot  the  town  ot  .Scipio.  He 
bought  land  there,  and,  taking  atbanlage  of  its 
excellent  water-jxjw ei",  elected  a  saw  and  gi  ist 
mill,  and  also  a  caixling  and  fulling  mill.  He 
engaged  in  geneial  faiming,  and  likewise  oper- 
ated his  mills,  until  a  hea\')'  treshet  destro)e(l 
the  dam  ami  ruined  him   linaiu  iai  I)',  \\  hen  he 
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rcni(n-ccl  to  Caiuula,  scttlinj^-  on  llic  Grand 
Ki\-cr,  where  he  rounded  out  nearly  a  century 
of  lite.  lie  was  a  man  of  exceedin;^"  enterprise 
anil  al)ilit\',  and  ihnin^-  his  residence  in  Scijiio 
was  a  Justice  of  the  I'eace.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Chloe  Brownin^^  ller  son 
William,  who  w.is  associatetl  with  his  fathei'  m 
farmiuL;-  and  milling  in  Cayut^a  County,  went 
with  him  to  Canada,  where  he  resided  se\'eral 
years.  He  then  i-eturned  to  New  ^'ork,  and 
])urchased  a  home  in  the  town  of  Granger,  Al- 
legan)' Count)',  living  there  until  his  death,  at 
the  age  of  eight)'-one  years.  He  married  K\'\/.- 
abeth  IMarithew,  a  native  of  \Vashingt(jn 
County,  and  a  daughter  of  John  anil  Alartlia 
(Taylor)  Alarithew. 

Lenora  (Mrs.  \'an  Dusen),  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  lilizabeth  (Marithew)  Parks,  remained 
beneath  the  parental  roof  until  her  marriage, 
in  1840,  to  Joseph  La  Rue,  who  was  born  in 
Washington  Count)',  New  Jersey,  being  a  son 
of  John  and  IMary  (Lake)  La  Rue,  nati\es  of 
the  sanie  State.  Mi'.  La  Rue  was  a  fainier  by 
occupation,  and  also  an  innkeeiier  at  Bi'ooks's 
Grove,  wheie  he  depai'ted  this  life  at  the  age 
of  forty-two  years.  Mrs.  Lenora  (Parks)  La 
Rue  subsequently  married  William  llagadorn, 
a  farnier,  who  was  a  native  of  Cayuga  Comity, 
but  removed  to  Mount  Morris,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  si.xty-eight  years.  Some  time 
afterward,  as  before  mentioned,  his  w  idow  be- 
came the  wife  of  Mr.  Myron  \'an  Dusen. 
Mis.  \'an  Dusen  has  two  sons  li\ing,  both 
born  of  her  fii'st  marriage,  their  names  being 
I-"rank  A.  La  Rue  and  Fred  J.  La  Rue.  She 
is  a  woman  of  stioiig  Christian  principles,  and 
is  an  esteemed  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
chiu'ch,  to  which  her  two  former  husbands 
beloim'cd. 


RLONDO  W^  HARKICR,  a  farmer  of 
large  experience,  sagacious,  and  jM'ac- 
tical  in  the  nianagement  of  his  af- 
fairs, is  numbered  among  the  most 
successful  and  well-to-do  of  the  agriculturists 
who  are  push i ng  forward  the  material  inteiests 
of  Livingston  Count)'  in  general  and  ot  the 
town  of  Nuiida  in  i)articular.  He  has  tilleil 
the  soil  to  some  pur[)ose,  as  is  shown  liy  the 


appeai'ance  oi  his  tine  propeit)',  uliiili  is  ad- 
joining the  Parker  homestead,  where  he  was 
leared,  the  dale  ot  his  birth  being  Jannai)'  2, 
1826.  He  is  a  grandson  ot  .Miuison  Pai  kcr,  a 
iiati\e  of  Connecticut,  a  member  ot  a  well- 
known  New  Lngland  lamily,  who  was  a  pioncei' 
of  ()neida  Count)'. 

Seth  S.  Parker,  son  of  Mimson  and  father  of 
Urlondo,  was  boin  in  Augusta,  Oneida  Count)', 
and  theie  ]i\ed  initil  after  his  mai'iiage.  In 
I.S21  he  came  with  his  luiile  to  this  count)', 
bringing  all  ot  theii'  household  goods  aci'oss 
the  counti'N'  with  teams,  and  settled  in  .\unda. 
On  Last  Mill  he  took  a  tract  of  land  nearly 
all  co\ered  with  pine,  oak,  or  chestnut  trees 
and  on  whiLh  there  stood  a  inirtiall)'  built  log 
house  that  had  been  abandoned  b)'  a  timid 
pioneer  on  accoimt  ot  the  appearance  ot  a 
snake.  'Phis  house  the  famil)'  occupied  for  a 
few  weeks  before  the  root  was  put  on  it.  Mi'. 
Jkirker  was  one  of  the  tirst  settlers  in  that  part 
of  Nunda ;  anil,  lua  ing  been  deceiv  ed  by  a 
bogus  agent,  he  was  forced,  alter  li\  ing  there 
awhile,  to  pay  for  his  land  the  second  time, 
lie  succeeded  in  dealing  a  good  jjortion  ot  his 
one  hundred  and  t\\  ent\'-tive  acres,  and  added 
iniproxemeiits  ei|Ual  to  the  finest  in  the  town. 
He  built  a  commodious  trame  dwelling-house, 
and  remained  on  the  homestead  until  liis  death 
in  Januar)',  1893,  having  li\'eil  to  the  \encia- 
ble  age  of  iiearl)'  ninet)'-t\vo  )ears.  He  was  a 
man  of  intluence  among  his  lei  low-associates, 
and  si'i"\'ed  as  .Assessor  ot  the  town  jur  several 
)'ears.  He  married  .Sarah  Durlee,  a  natix'e  of 
Rhode  Island,  wliodied  in  1884,  at  the  age  ot 
fourscore  and  two  )'ears.  1  he\  reared  three 
children  —  Munson,  (Jrlondo  W. ,  and  Jus- 
tus L. 

Orlondo  W.  Iktrker  was  educated  in  llie  dis- 
trict schools  of  Nunda,  assisted  in  the  tarm 
labors  that  fell  to  his  share,  and,  after  arri\'ing 
at  nian's  estate,  continued  working  with  his 
father  until  his  marriage.  He  had  pri.'\  ioiisl)' 
l)urchased  a  piece  of  land  of  sixt)'-eii;ht  acies, 
on  which  he  then  built  a  tine  residence,  \vhich 
is  located  in  that  [lait  ot  Nimda  kiiuwii  as 
Parkertown. 

Mr.  Parker  wooed  and  won  tor  his  lite  coni- 
panion  a  most  cstiniable  )'oung  woman,  Miss 
I  Mai)'  K.  .Swain,  their  nuptials  being  lelebi.ited 


i    •lit  •».!   . ;  1  ■ , f  , , :  i!    i.i)  •  jlf.l >  .•■'! !    ;>       •!  '  • 


ij:;' ■',^(1, !  •TM-''.  ffVMi(i/(  I  Hi";  'i.-.  l 

•J      -  ^^ ;  i.. 

•••^1. 1  I  •  I!  .  'd  r>)\.)  Ii  >f(if  [•;..  / '  i  ;  hr,;;  i 

•I!  I >:»f  }•  ■■  :  >.■    ••'•«..  • '   I  i  • :  /     .  !fj:;i<->  .u! 


,,;rii,!i  (i  'i.'i'jiiii  'jf!T  .';ot. 

rii,'i7/:i!<I    'mjIi;'  ^ 


I  . ; 

■  I  ! , 


,!i:;;;tib         'ijnu  yryflt  ^iiiyi!  //iuix/Ji  vn):?4'j<[ 


,  ,  ; , .    (■  ,1 


/i  J 


■I:  7'"  r 


V  ■!/■• 

'•;  ..r"    '    I  h  <    (     ^'.ff  .-.id  / 


]fii:(i'.)  f':i!-:i:'// 

f  '       '  :,       V  7  ;      ^  .  1    . !  i  ''      .'.t '  i.  ■       Jifl::':  _  ! 

.   -  •  , :  •    ! : .     •   .  ,      ;         J  . : ;  J      •  ;  ..  I  ,•    .Ml       .  J II  /.'      :•/••:•  • 

i'  i:  J  •  1 A    '   .:-:''..'/  ;   ''■  i''i'7     '  i 

'  ;    \n  '  ■  I       '    !■  /  "     >'i  n. 

.•:  •'    !!  '■;,'!•,  . J'    !■  •    ylru  •.lim.'i 
:  .  ;  I!'"!   '■.•'"I    -r,!]  I  i/. 

.  :■•  m'"1    i.i;7   7'./!   J,.  I     /.  ..,7.M 

•■  .     7  I :                      in  .'                     I'.    fl>.-!!.  ■//   :.  /.I 

I  .■'  ■''  >.■  ;;jr!-:'     !ii     i'jr.iiir,  ri>    [,»•  7>i',J7.l<<v;    7 1 

:.    •■■J.'  ^:■^■r''^^:''.    AiVfj     pil     (ij!;!//     !•     ,u   ■  .'• 


"(i-.-ii.'  .it  '7 


'77j  ,'\ii<j-'.--v^{)^  ,:,7r7,M  |M<:7  ,■  7';-r;!  !. 

];7..fff     I'  i'     unUff:  'liil'l  -i^i 

7>;'-T";l';  ^iJi    »<'    i 'I  J  < ' ;  ■  I  !  U/'  .*;•');  7/f?7'77717' 

:i  1..' ifii  :'r:  :•{■>?.•  '\  k-'H  !/;)./'r'i  ;'•  ojv/ 
■J'':    v-j    ii7i;   lr7-'''y;7   oi   7!7;.i.i  ;  !.]  Ju 

ir/jf :   -J.  1    ;ii  '   .ii;l'(7.'.Mi  7  i;;,. 

•.  ■(;   ■/"    77,'>i;-'    >:\    ;••.,  .'j.-:  STI;.''!  >  O; 


BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


in  1857.  Mrs.  Barker  also  comes  of  honored 
New  I'ji^iaiul  aneestr}',  her  paternal  grand- 
father, Samuel  Swain,  luninL;-  been  a  nati\e  of 
i\Iassaclnisetts,  whence  lie  emiL;raled  in  i  ,S  1 8 
to  this  count\',  tii'st  locatini;-  in  wliat  is  now 
tlie  town  of  l'oi"tai;e.  .After  m(i\-inL;"  to  Nunda, 
lie  and  iiis  son  ei\'cted  a  saw  and  ^rist  mill, 
the  first  in  Xuiula,  and  carried  on  an  extensive 
business,  raftin-'  their  lumber  down  the  rix'er 
to  Rochestei".  The}'  also  built  a  woollen  fac- 
tory. Alfred  Swain,  son  of  .Samuel,  married 
Gertrude  Titten^er;  and  Mar\-  !■:.,  Mrs.  Bar- 
ker, was  the  eldest  child  born  nf  their  imion. 
Her  brothers  and  si ster^  aie  :  llai  i  iet,  Sophia, 
Susan,  Cornelia,  (j.  Jennie,  Samuel  A.,  W. 
Mdward,  and  i-'red  V.,  all  of  whom  are  es- 
teemed members  of  societ}'.  Jennie,  a  tal- 
ented and  hii;hl\-  educateil  younf;  lady,  is  a 
teacher  of  art  at  the  h'emale  .Seminary  in  Nor- 
folk, N.C.  Vvcd  v.,  the  i mentor  of  the 
lubi'icator  that  bears  his  name,  and  that  is 
nianufactui'ed  in  C'hica^d,  was  recently  shot  by 
a  discharged  empl<i_\ee,  the  wound,  however, 
not  |)id\inL;'  fatal. 

Of  the  mai-riai;e  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barker 
two  children  ha\e  been  born  —  S.  Inelle  and 
I'lthel  May.  Inelle  is  the  wife  of  Kay  Durfee, 
of  ]-5atavia.  label  married  Dr.  C.  T.  Ilood, 
piofessnr  (if  menial  and  ner\du>  diseases  at  the 
llomo-opalhic  llo>pital  in  C'hicat^o,  111.;  and 
thev  are  the  parents  ol  two  children  —  Grace 
G.  'and  l{lhel  May.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barker 
have  also  brought  u|)  as  their  own  the  son  of 
an  old  soldier,  Willie  iSarkei',  whom  they  took 
when  he  wa.^  an  infant  of  foui"  months.  I'oliti- 
call)',  Mr.  Haiker  is  a  \]vm  adherent  of  the  Re- 
publican pail\,  and,  thiiu;;h  no  aspirant  for 
official  honois,  takes  an  intelli;^ent  interest  in 
local  and  national  matters. 


^|ICI1ARI)  McMAST1';R,  a  representa- 
tive aL;riculturi,st  of  this  part  of  Liv- 
in;j,ston  ("ounty,  i-"^  well-known 
resident  of  the  town  of  West  Spai'ta, 
where  he  is  an  e.\tensi\'e  landholder,  ownint^ 
three  valuable  farms,   all  of  which  uive  sub- 


stantial ex  idence  of  his  abilitv  in  farming  and 
bespeak  his  intelligence  and  thiift.  He  is  a 
native  citi/en,  boiii  November  29,  1825.  Rich- 


ard McMaster,  the  first  of  his  ancestors  of  whom 
he  has  any  recoicl,  was  a  native  of  Dublin,  Ire- 
land, anil  followed  the  sea  for  a  livin;^".  In 
one  of  his  vo}a<j,"es  this  hard\  mai  iner  came  to 
America,  and  he  subsecpient  I)'  biou-ht  his 
family  to  this  countr)-.  lie  continued  his  sea- 
iai'in^  lite,  and  eventuall)  iouncl  a  i;iave  in  the 
ocean.  Ills  son,  lulwaicl  McMastei",  served  in 
the  War  of  the  Revcdution,  was  taken  prisoner 
during  one  of  the  battles,  ami  came  ver)'  near 
dv'ing  before  he  was  e.\chanL;eil,  but  recovered, 
and  afterward  joined  the  brave  minute-men. 
lie  spent  bis  last  vears  in  I'ennsv  Ivania,  living 
to  a  ripe  (dd  age. 

Mbenezer  ]\IcMaster,  son  of  lulwaid,  was 
born  in  Trenton,  and  was  reared  to  a  farmer's 
life.  In  1  iSo6  he  came  to  Livingston  County, 
being  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  West  Sjiarla, 
where  he  bought  a  tract  of  unimproved  land 
and  began  to  clear  a  farm.  lie  later  moved  to 
Kyserville  in  the  same  town,  and  in 
bought  the  larm  now  owned  and  occujjied  by 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Here  lie  lived  and 
labored  with  miceasing  toil,  clearing  and  cul- 
tivating a  comfortable  homesteail,  on  which  he 
resided  throughout  the  remaining  vears  of  his 
earthl}'  existence.  He  was  a  man  of  exem- 
plary habits,  possessing  a  sound  and  lobust 
constitution,  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
ninet)-tive  \ears.  He  mairietl  Betsey  Canada, 
who  boie  him  twelve  children  that  grew  to 
adult  life,  tour  of  them  being  now  on  eai  th  ; 
namely,  James,  Mbenezer,  I'hi  lemon,  and 
Richaixl.  The  mother  likewise  s|)ent  her  last 
)ears  on  this  faini,  d\  ing  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years.  Both  parents  were  deeply  relig- 
ious ]ieople,  worthy  mend)ers  of  the  Baptist 
church. 

Richaiil  McMaster  spent  the  d.u  s  of  his 
)()Uth  on  the  hiwiie  farm,  assisting  his  father 
in  advancing  its  improv  ement  and  cull  i  vat  ion. 
.After  the  death  of  his  parents  he  came  into  the 
possession  of  the  old  homestead,  which  is 
hnely  located  in  West  Spaita,  abnul  six  miles 
liom  the  village  of  Dansville,  and  contains  one 
hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  tine  farming  laml. 
Mr.  McMaster  has  also  accumulated  much 
other  landeil  property,  being  the  owner  of  two 
other  farms  not  far  distant,  one  containing  one 
hundred  ,ind  eight   acies,   and   the  other  one 
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hundrccl  aiul  fift)-onc  acres,  and  in  addition 
thereto  has  three  liunch'ed  acres  of  land  on  the 
"Hats."  Ileeairies  on  "general  farming  in  a 
manner  worth)'  of  erunlation,  reaping  rich  re- 
wards for  liis  industry  and  enterprise.  lie 
pays  a  ^"ood  tieal  ol  attention  to  stork-raisin^;", 
and  kee[)s  fomleeii  lioises  and  tliree  huiuh'ed 
slieep,   besides  other  stock. 

I\Ir.  McAIaster  was  iniited  in  marriage  in 
1877  with  'J'lieresa  A.  Williehn,  the  daughter 
of  Jolm  W'ilhelm,  a  farmer,  and  one  of  tlie 
jHoneer  settlers  of  S[)arta.  Their  hearts  ha\e 
been  gladdened  by  the  birth  of  two  promising 
children  —  John  W'ilhelm  and  Yerner. 
AIcMaster  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  views  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  an  effective  worker 
in  political  circles.  Religiously,  both  he  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  active  and  conscientious 
members  of  the  Alethotlist  church. 


I^TIRAM  MILLS,  President  of  the 
I  rz;  I  (lenesee  River  National  ]?ank,  is  a 
1 19  I  financier  of  great  ability,  and  one  of 
^  the  foremost  business  men  of  I\L)unt 
Morris.  Me  is  a  nati\e  of  the  limpire  State, 
having  been  born  in  Dutchess  County,  January 
2,  1806.  He  comes  of  sturdy  LLnglish  ances- 
tr\',  his  father,  William  Mills,  ha\ing  been 
born  in  I'jigland.  The  father  of  William  emi- 
grated from  1-jigland  to  the  L^nited  States  with 
liis  fLunil)-,  hrst  joining  a  brother  who  had  ])re- 
\iously  settled  in  New  England,  but  shortl\' 
Inning  a  farm  near  Morristown,  N.J.  lie 
<lied  soon  after  settling  there,  leaving  his 
widow  with  one  child,  William,  then  a  lad  of 
a  few  years.  The  widow  subsequentl)'  married 
again,  and  remained  in  New  Jersey. 

William  Mills,  who  was  but  five  years  of 
age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Amer- 
ica, was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
when  a  young  man  remo\-ed  to  Dutchess  County, 
New  \'ork,  where  he  married.  He  subse- 
(pieiitly  mo\ed  to  Saratoga  County,  and  settled 
on  ground  made  sacred  by  the  blood  of  Re\'olu- 
tionar\-  patiiots.  Theie  he  lived  until  after 
the  birth  of  se\eral  of  his  children,  when  he 
removed  to  a  point  about  two  miles  below  Me- 
chanicsville,  where  he  bought  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres;  ami  on  this  home- 


stead the  three  yoiniger  children  of  his  family 
J  were  Ijoih.  An  alti'acti\'e  leatiu'e  ol  (he  ])lace 
I  was  the  substantial  Irame  house,  built  in  Colo- 
j  nial  sl\lr,  with  piazzas  al)o\e  and  l)elow, 
I  painted  a  delicate  cieam  color,  and  oinamciited 
with  greiai  blinds,  llie  whole  bring  encircled 
1)\  a  boautilul  lawn.  It  was  del  ii^lit  I  u  II  \  lo- 
cated <Mi  the  west  baid<  ol  the  lluiUon  Ri\er, 
ol  wliich  it  commanded  an  e.\tensi\e  \  iew,  both 
to  the  north  and  the  south.  In  this  charming- 
spot  he  spent  the  lemainder  ol  his  earthl\'  life. 
He  married  Mai}'  Neahei',  a  native  of  Rhine- 
beck,  Dutchess  Countx'.  Her  father,  who  was 
boin  in  (ierman\',  came  to  .\'ew  \'oi'k  and 
bought  land  adjoining  the  Li\ingston  grant; 
and  there  the  Xeaher  and  Livingston  faiiiilies 
lived  in  intiniate  converse  and  intermarried. 
Mr.  Neaher  died,  leav  ing  his  widow  with  ten 
children;  and  she  subsequentl)'  married  again, 
becoming  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Ciamer,  a  wid(/wer 
with  ten  childien.  .She  survived  her  last  hus- 
band, living  upward  of  ninetv'  )'e.u's,  and  died 
in  (jranville,  X.  ,  at  the  home  ol  her  young- 
est steji-son,  vvIk,  treated  her  with  the  utmost 
tenderness.  Mis.  Marv'  Neaher  Mills  survived 
her  husband  about  three  years,  and  died  at 
Alount  Morris,  leaving  hve  children,  of  whom 
we  record  the  loUowing:  iMederick  C. ,  who 
died  at  (  )svvego,  X.\'.,  was  a  civil  engineer  b)' 
profession,  and  snperi ntended  the  building  of 
the  (jcnesee  X'alley  Canal  aiul  the  construction 
of  other  |)ublic  works.  Hiram  1'.  is  the  sub- 
ject of  lurther  mention  below.  Theodore, 
also  a  civil  engineer,  resided  lor  soine  time 
at  Cleveland,  ()liio,  but  dietl  iii  Livingston 
County,  New  \'oi'k.  .Sarah  Maria,  vvlio  mar- 
ried Ileni'v  Svv.m,  toi'merlv  ol  .Saratoga 
Count}',  (lied  in  Xew  \drk  Citv.  I'^lizabeth 
Angelica  marrietl  Ca])tain  (ieoige  II.  Rrail- 
bur}',  and  a  sketch  of  their  lives  iiia}  be 
found  on  another  page  of  this  vuIiiiik'. 

Hiram  V.  Mills  acquired  his  education  in 
the  pioneer  schools  ot  his  time,  and  was  re.ired 
to  habits  ot  industry  and  ecoiioiiiv.  He  as- 
sisted his  father  on  the  farm  until  twenty  years 
old,  when  he  mari'ied  and  conimenced  the 
struggle  ol  lile  on  his  own  account,  even  vv  ilh 
the  world,  his  only  capital  being  a  robust  con- 
stitution, a  t'ouiageous  spirit,  and  a  well  b.il- 
anced   mind,   so  that   it  ma)'  be  tiulv   said  ol 
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him  that  he  is  tliu  architect  <>(  his  own  fortune. 
I'^or  a  time  Mr.  Mills  was  en;j,a;j,c(l  in  a  mer- 
cantile business,  keejiini;'  a  small  store  on  the 
Champlain  Canal.  lie  afterward  hecame  an 
assistant  in  building  the  fust  lailway  of  the 
llnited  States,  extendinLC  from  Albany  to 
Schenectad}'.  J'his  mad  had  wooden  rails, 
with  strap-iron  on  top;  and  the  cars  were 
drawn  by  horses.  Mr.  Mills  snlisequently  be- 
came a  ci\  il  engineer,  aiui  was  a  large  contrac- 
tor on  different  canals.  lie  was  assistant 
engineer  on  the  Oswego  Canal,  a  contractor  in 
the  Delaware  district  nf  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal,  and  assisted  in  la\  ing  out  the  route  of 
the  (lenesee  \'al le}' Canal.  In  1S3.S  he  settled 
in  Mount  Moriis,  and  has  since  then  been 
jjrom inentl}'  identified  with  the  interests  of 
this  section  ot  Livingston  Count)',  his  sound 
jutlgment,  great  business  tact,  and  perfect  in- 
tegrity |)lacing  him  in  a  con.spicuous  place 
among   its  leading  citizens. 

Mr.  Mills  has  been  twice  married.  l^y  his 
first  wife,  Jane  lJunn,  who  was  a  nati\'e  of 
Saratoga  County,  and  the  daughter  of  I'eter 
Dunn,  he  had  nine  childien,  three  of  whom  are 
now  li\ing,  as  follows:  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Dr.  M}ron  H.  Mills,  and  has  two  children  — 
Isabelle  an.d  Jennie.  Chailes  II.  married 
Maria    Allen.      Jolm  married  Frances 

Truesdale;  and  they  have  nne  child,  Sarah 
Maria.  William  Mills,  the  tirst-born,  married 
Recta  Haker,  and  at  his  death  left  one  son,  II. 
J'err)'.  I'retlerick  mairied  Jennie  (larling- 
house,  and  died,  lea\ing  one  son,  b'rederick. 
Edward  A.  married  Mary  A.  Pray,  and  at 
his  decease  left  four  childi  en  —  bxiward  D. , 
(icorge  I,.,  ]*"anniej.,  and  John  V.  Oireann, 
Isabelle,  and  Theoddre  died  }'oung. 

Kdwartl  Augustus  Mills,  above  named, 
passed  to  the  highei"  existence  December  4, 
1 89 1,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  after  a  brave 
and  heroic  struggle  of  many  months  against 
that  insidious  disease,  consumption.  He  was 
a  man  of  marketl  business  ability,  faithful  in 
the  distliarge  ol  e\ei"\-  (lut\',  and  for  many  years 
prior  to  his  tiecease  had  held  the  responsible 
position  of  ixi)  ing  teller  of  the  (ienesee  River 
National  Hank,  i-esigning  it  on  account  of  ill- 
ness in  the  summer  of  1  N90.  lie  subse(|uent ly 
spent  several  weeks  at  a  health  resort  in  renn- 


sylvania;  but,  recei\'ing  no  ph)sical  beneht,  he 
was  taken  to  a  nudital  institute  in  Ikitfalo. 
binding  no  reliel  there,  Mr.  Mill^  returned  to 
his  home,  wlieie  e\er)thing  that  lumian  skill 
or  love  could  suggest  to  alia)'  his  sulferings 
and  prolong  his  slay  upon  earth  was  tloiie.  As 
a  man  and  as  a  citizen,  he  was  heUl  in  the 
highest  lespect.  lie  had  ser\ed  as  a  member 
of  the  Hoard  ol  I-klucation  several  terms,  be- 
sides filling  minor  olfices,  alwa)s  looking  after 
the  interests  of  each  with  strict  tidelit}'.  In 
e\'ery  walk  ot  lile  his  iliaracter  was  al)o\"e  re- 
pr(.)ach,  being  a  kind  neighloor,  a  true  frieiul, 
an  affectionate  son,  a  ilevoted  husband,  and  a 
loving  and  indulgent  parent  ;  ami  a  i)leasant 
niemor)'  of  him  will  long  be  retainetl  through- 
out the  community. 

Mrs.  Jane  Dunn  Mills  died  in  1  .S66 ;  and 
Mr.  Mills  was  subsec|uently  unitetl  in  the  holy 
bonds  of  matrimon)-  with  Mrs.  Cornelia  ( He- 
gole)  Del'uv',  a  native  of  AK)unt  Morris,  daugh- 
ter of  William  ami  I'.leanor  (Howies)  Hegole 
(of  whom  a  sketch  ai)pears  elsewhere  in  this 
W(jrk),  and  the  widow  of  the  late  I'hilii)  M. 
Del'uy.  Cornelia  Heg(de  was  reared  ami  edu- 
cated at  Mount  Morris,  and  resitled  with  her 
parents  until  twent)-one  }'ears  of  age,  when 
she  became  the  wife  of  I'hilip  M.  Del'u)-.  lie 
was  a  nati\e  of  Ca)uga  County,  New  \'ork, 
and  was  a  well-known  contractor  and  builder, 
besides  which  he  was  inteiestetl  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  .Alter  his  luarriage  he  settled  on  a 
farm  near  Mount  Morris,  where  lie  engaged  in 
general  farming  until  1854,  when,  following 
the  tide  of  emigration  westward,  he  removed 
to  Michigan,  settling  in  Tecumseh,  Lenawee 
County.  lie  died  in  the  month  ol  August  in 
the  same  \ear,  and  the  tollowing  spring  his 
widow  returned  to  the  jjlace  of  her  nativitv. 
She  subsei|uent I)'  iKcame  the  wile  ot  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  and  has  since  resided  at 
Mount  Moiris.  ()f  hei'  union  with  Mr.  De- 
l'uy two  sons  were  born.  The  elder  son,  Will- 
iam b'ranklin  Del'u)',  who  is  in  business  in 
C'heboygan,  Mith.,  married  Nellie  Rose,  of 
Nunda  ;  and  the)'  are  the  parents  ot  three  chil- 
dren—  llair)'  Rose,  Cora  bielle,  and  bloieiice. 
luigene,  the  second  son,  married  .Annette 
Minor,  and  died  at  the  age  ol  tweiitv-thiee 
}ears,    leaving  her  with  one  son,   also  named 
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luigone,  who  resides  with  his  mother  in  Mount 
Pleasant,  Alich. 

The  aceonipanyiiii;-  portrait  of  Mr.  lliram  P. 
Mills  lends  additional  interest  to  the  fore_i;oi n^; 
sketch  of  the  lile  ot  this  venerable  and  honored 
citizen. 


moved  to 
an  early 


RTRANl)  G.  FOSS,  attorney  at 
I)ans\il]e,  was  born  at  Le  Roy,  Pa., 
Se]3tember  19,  1861,  being  son  of 
the  late  Andrew  I),  p'oss,  who  re- 
that  place  from  New  Ilampshire  at 
age,  with  his  parents.  Andrew  1). 
l-'oss,  during  the  time  he  resided  at  Le  Roy, 
took  an  active  part  in  the  politics  of  Bradford 
County,  holding  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  County  Commissioner,  and  doorkeeper 
of  the  House  of  Representati\es  at  Ilarrisburg. 
In  1 868  he  removed  to  Canton,  Pa.,  where  he 
lived  in  retirement  until  his  decease,  which  oc- 
curred in  January,  1893,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  tlie 
mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  Sarah 
S.  Parkhurst,  of  Le  Roy.  Mrs.  Foss,  now 
aged  sixty-eight,  is  still  living  at  Canton,  Pa. 

Hertrand  Ci.  Loss,  who  is  an  only  son,  at- 
tended the  graded  schoid  at  Canton,  and  grad- 
uated therefrom  in  1877,  delivering  the 
\aledictor)'  adtlress  of  his  class.  lie  was 
afterward  employed  as  a  teacher  in  the  same 
school.  In  1882  he  came  to  Dansville  as  the 
agent  for  the  Ithaca  Piano  and  Organ  Com- 
pany. ]n  1883  he  connnenced  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  l'~aulkner  &  Hissell,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Rochester  in 
March,  1886.  In  1889  Mr.  P'oss  entered  into 
a  copartner.ship  with  Charles  J.  Pissell,  P.sq., 
for  the  practice  of  law  under  the  firm  name  of 
Pissell  &  l'^)ss.  'Phis  association  was  termi- 
nated in  1889  by  the  removal  of  Mr.  l^issell  to 
Rochester,  since  which  time  Mr.  P^oss  has  con- 
tinued the  practice  of  law  in  the  same  office 
where  he  began  his  clerkship. 

Ah".  P'oss,  as  a  firm  believer  in  the  princi- 
ples of  the  ])emoeratic  jKirty,  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  pcditics  of  I)ans\  ille  and 
Livingston  County.  Since  the  year  1885  he 
has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  town  of 
North  l)ans\'ille,   and  a  portion  of   the  time 


Police  Justice  and  attorney  of  the  \-illage.  In 
1889  he  was  the  canditlate  of  his  [nnty  for 
Distidct  AlliiiiR'\-  (i|  Li\ingston  (.'ount\',  and 
was  deleated  in'  a  small  majurilv  in  a  county 
slidiigl)-  Republican.  lie  has  repealedh'  rep- 
roented  his  part)'  unim  ihe  Count \' C( mi ni i ttee, 
and  was  a  delegate  tnnn  Li\  inght(in  C/ouiity  to 
the  Democratic  State  Conxention  in  1894. 
Mr.  b^>ss  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  llattie  J.  Pradley,  and  to  whom  he  was 
united  in  marriage  at  Dansxille  in  1886,  are 
attendants  upon  the  Lpiscopal  f(.irin  ot  wor- 
shiii.  .Mr.  b'oss,  besides  enjoying  professional 
distinction,  is  closeh'  identihed  with  \arious 
benex'olvnt  and  social  fraternities  ot  Lans\illc, 
being  a  member  of  Ph(eni.\  Lodge,  No.  113, 
A.  l'\  &  A.  M.,  Canaseraga  Lodge,  No.  125, 
Independent  ( )rtler  of  Odd  I'ellows,  Dans- 
ville Camp,  No.  64,  K.  (  ).  T.  M.,  and  Pro- 
tectix'es  No.  i,  P'ire  Compaii)'. 


ARL  G.  CLARKP:,  editor  and  pro- 
piieliir  of  the  enterprising  weekly 
known  as  the  Perry  Record,  having 
his  olTice  in  the  .Suthei  huul  Building, 
w.is  liorn  in  Hi'onklvn,  N.^'.,  lul)'  2,  1864. 
lie  is  the  smi  of  Lphraim  M.  ami  Sophie 
('P3'bell)  Chii'ke,  and  a  great-great-grandson  of 
.Abraham  Claike,  who  was  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  a 
native  of  Springfield,  N.J. 

I'^ihraim  M.  Clarke  was  l)oin  in  Conesus, 
Livingston  Count)',  N.^'.,  in  Alarch,  l8l2. 
When  a  lad  he  served  an  ap|)rent icesh ip  at 
tLiiloring,  :in(l,  alter  working  as  a  joiirne)man 
lor  Li  lime,  enteied  into  business  for  himself  as 
a  meichant  tailor,  first  in  Buffalo,  N,\'.,  and 
next  in  New  ^'ork  City,  where  he  remained 
several  years.  In  1870  he  moved  to  Livonia, 
Livingston  County,  being  there  continuously 
engagecl  till  the  spring  of  1880,  when  be  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  the  thrivdng  v  illage 
of  Perry.  lleie  he  successfully  carried  on  his 
business  of  merchant  tailoiing  until  failing 
health  compelled  him  to  retire  from  active 
labors.  lie  was  twice  married.  l^v  his  hrst 
wife,  Louisa  Bruen,  he  had  nine  children,  five 
ot  whom  are  now  living.  Some  years  after 
her   ileath    he    married   Sophie   'Pvbell,  who 
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was  l)()rii  in  Gcflc,  Swctlcn.  One  son,  Carl 
(;.,  the  suhjeel  of  this  sketcli,  was  the  fruit  of 
their  uiiinn.  'I'he  dealli  nf  I'lphraini  M. 
Chirke  ortiiried  im   l)eeeinhei'   14,  icScji. 

Call  (i.  Clarke  was  eihieated  at  Livonia 
I'liion  Sc  hool,  St.  I'aul's  M  i  1  itar)'  Academy  at 
K  i\  erdale-on-lhe-l  1  udM)n,  and  at  Perry  l^nion 
School.  At  the  a^e  of  sixteen  years  he  began 
preparing  for  his  life's  woik  l)y  entering  the 
printing-olfice  of  the  \\'\nniing  County  Iloald, 
pul)li>he(l  in  i'eiTV  liv  LcwIn  !■;.  Cha|)in,  who 
aflersvard  suld  llie  hu-^incss  to  (icorge  C. 
King.  lla\  ing  remained  for  some  time  in  the 
em|)Io\'  nl  the  new  pit iprictnr,  in  1882  Mr. 
Clarke  went  to  Hnffaln,  where  for  a  jieriod  he 
worked  as  compositor  on  the  Huftalo  Conner. 
Later  he  went  to  Rochester,  and  worked  in 
se\eral  of  the  largest  job  printing-oflices  in 
that  citv,  being  also  at  dilfereiit  times  a  com- 
piisitor  on  the  1  hjiniciiif  and  Lhroniclc,  the 
Moy)ii)ig  llcialiL  ami  the  Sunday  Herald. 

Retuining  to  I'errv  on  September  6,  1885, 
he  as.si:4ed  the  Kew  jnim  I'".  Cates  in  estab- 
lishing the  rcri'v-  W'likly  A'lt^'s,  and  was  in 
part neisli i p  witli  Mr.   (iates  for  two  years. 

In  March,  iN.Sij,  the  )'ear  after  his  marriage, 
Mr.  Clarke  ciitcrLiI  into  partnership  with  his 
wife's  falliei',  Ldwin  M.  Read,  who  ])urchased 
the  Akron  />'/•<  iv:c,  a  week))'  newsiKiper  pub- 
lishcil  at  Akr<in,  ICrie  County,  X.  V.  ;  and  the 
two  families  rcnmxed  irom  I'crry  to  that  |)lace. 
Cnder  thcdr  management  the  business  was 
largely  increased,  and  numerous  improvements 
were  mado  in  the  paper.  Mr.  Clarke,  desir- 
ing to  eml)ark  in  business  on  his  own  respon- 
sibilit\,  tlie  parlnciship  uas  dissohed  in  l)e- 
cemljcr,  i8():;;  and  he  reluined  to  I'erry, 
where  on  Januai)  J4,  1894,  he  printed  the 
fii'st  number  of  the  ]'cri'\-  /xicord.  Mr.  Clarke 
was  gi\en  a  cordial  wcKome  at  his  okl  home, 
and  within  a  .short  lime  secured  a  good  list 
of  subscribers,  which  has  stcLidily  increased. 
The  Ricord  is  now  a  welcome  \'isitor  in  hun- 
dreds ol  homes,  and  is  prized  as  a  represent- 
ati\e,  ui)-to-date  paper,  indepeiuient  in  every 
I  es])ect. 

On  January  J4,  1888,  Mr.  Clarke  married 
Carrie  1).  Read,  ilaughter  of  lulwin  M.  and 
Mary  M.  Read,  of  'i'erry.  Mr.  and  Ahs. 
Clarke  are  the  proud  p.neiUs  ot  three  children, 


namely:  Josephine,  born  hebruary  8,  1889; 
Read,  born  .Alanli  \2,  1891;  and  Mar)',  fjorn 
i\pril  15,  1  8(j^. 


-J^IOX.  JO.XAI'IIAX  1;.  M()Rb:V  was 
I  F:]  I  born  in  l)ans\ille,  Livingston  Count)', 
I  c9  I  .X.A'.,    Xo\ember    2C>,     \'^"-)C).  Ili.s 

grandfather,  llarcourt  .More)',  was  a 
native  and  farmer  <if  Lutchess  Coimt)-,  wlience 
he  went  to  Schohai'ie  Counl\,  aixl  iiom  tlieie 
to  Daiisxille,  bringing  with  liim  a  wife  and 
three  children,  and  was  one  of  the  ])ioneer 
farmers  of  this  section.  I'uichasini;'  a  lar^e 
tract  of  timbered  land,  he  cleared  and  culti- 
vated it,  and  in  course  of  time  erected  a  house 
and  barn.  11  is  tinal  |jlace  ot  resi(lein.e  was 
Lrie  Count\',  l'enns\  I  \  an  ia.  I  here  on  the 
State  line  he  kept  an  inn,  which  was  the  sta- 
tion tor  the  negroes  Irom  the  .South  who  were 
fleeing  to  CaiKula.  Mi'.  More\  was  a  Whig, 
and  in  s)'m])alh)'  willi  the  Abolitionists. 

Milton  More)',  son  ol  llarcourt  and  tather  of 
Jonathan,  was  inured  to  the  toils  of  a  faiiuer's 
lile  irom  his  earl)'  bo\'hoo(|,  when  he  assisted 
in  tlie  hea\\'  task  oi  elearin;j,  away  the  tleiise 
and  almost  impenetrable  forest  gi'owth.  Hut 
his  lather,  reali/iiig  tlie  advantage  ot  exery 
man's  lia\'iiig  a  special  line  o|  work  ujum 
which  to  iciv  for  a  livelihood,  a|iprenticed  the 
boy  to  a  tanner,  that  he  might  liecome  one  of 
the  hide  and  leather  guild.  A'oiing  Milton 
More\'  a|)pl  ied  himself  cliligeiillv  to  the  \ari- 
ous  branches  of  the  trade,  in  due  time  becom- 
ing both  skiltul  and  expeditious,  and  hnall)' 
purchased  the  taiineiv  which  occupied  the 
space  on  the  corner  ol  .Main  and  Milton  .Stieets 
in  DansvilK',  the  last-named  slreel  being  so 
called  in  honor  ol  him.  lie  remained  in  the 
business  a  number  ot  vears,  was  iiroinineiit  in 
local  public  affairs,  being  one  of  the  iiu'or- 
porators  ol  the  village,  anil  was  held  in  high 
esteem  throughout  the  count\'.  in  1835,  after 
selling  his  tamierv,  Mr.  .More\  migrated  to 
Southern  Minnesota,  where  he  bought  a  large 
tract  ol  timbered  land  t\vent\'  miles  trom 
human  haI)itation,  and  for  thirteen  xears  en- 
gaged in  the  luniber  tiaile.  lie  next  went  to 
\'ankton,  and,  investing  in  kind,  cleared  a  good 
laiin.     iledietl  in  188!),  aged  sc\ eiity-si.\  )'ears. 
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Milton  i\Ii>rc}'.s  first  wife  was  Kva  Harn- 
hart,  ot  1  )aiis\illc,  who  was  (jf  (icriiian  par- 
c'nta<;c,  and  was  of  a  family  of  three  children. 
She  was  a  ineiid)er  oi  the  Methodist  church, 
and  died  in  1N37,  leav  ing;' one  chikl,  Jonathan 
H.  More)',  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch. 
Her  father,  l'~rederick  Harnhart,  came  from 
(iermany.  lie  was  a  well-read  man,  antl 
earned  his  li\int(  as  a  shoemaker.  Hy  his 
second  wife,  Mliza  Ribbey,  Mr.  ]\Iorey  had 
four  children  — Priscilla,  Perrilla,  I'ermilla, 
and  Daniel  --all  of  whom  are  livini;-  in 
Dakota.  Mrs.  hdi/a  Ribbey  Mtire\'  dieil  in 
Dakota. 

i\fter  tlie  ileath  of  his  mother,  little  Jona- 
than, then  an  infant  of  ten  months,  was  taken 
to  live  with  his  uncle,  Jonathan  Harnhart,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  i860.  The  best  edu- 
cational ad\anta;.;'es  that  the  vicinity  afforded 
were  <;i\en  the  bo\-,  who  was  sent  to  the  dis- 
trict school  of  the  neighborhood  and  afterward 
to  the  n(jrmal  school  in  Albany  in  1858.  He 
began  teaching  when  he  was  seventeen,  and 
taught  in  the  same  district  school  four  terms, 
proving  both  his  competency  and  popularity, 
and  after  lea\  ing  Albany  taught  in  Dansville 
for  two  )ears.  .At  this  time  his  uncle  dietl, 
and  the  farm  to  which  he  fell  heir  now  claimed 
his  attention.  In  1871  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  George  A.  Sweet, 
in  the  nurseiN'  business.  Ten  )'ears  later  Mr. 
Mores'  sold  out  his  interest  to  Mr.  Sweet;  and 
then  was  established  the  mu'sery  firni  of  J. 
Morey  &  .Son,  who  are  among  the  largest 
dealers  in  trees  in  this  part  of  the  .State,  and 
have  one  of  the  hnest  places  on  Main  Street, 
the  father  owning  also  another  farm  in  this 
locality.  Mr.  J.  H.  Morey's  influence  is  felt 
in  many  directions,  and  he  has  been  connected 
with  both  local  antl  national  politics.  He  is 
President  of  the  Dansville  Fair  and  Trotting 
Association,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member 
since  its  organization  ;  and  he  designed  and 
laid  out  its  inescnt  fine  track,  said  to  be  the 
first  in  the  State.  lie  is  also  President  of  the 
gas  conipan}'  of  the  town,  and  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  National  Haid<  of  Dansville.  In  his 
political  career  Mi'.  Morey  has  displayed  rare 
tact  and  keen  ])crception,  aiul  is  known  far  and 
near  as  one  ot  the  strongest  Repid)licans  in  his 


section.  lie  was  elected  to  the  Assenibl)'  of 
1  864,  and  re-elected  in  1865,  when  there  were 
two  distiictN,  and  again  in  187J  and  1876. 
lie  has  been  President  nl  the  \  ilkige,  and  has 
been  thiec  times  electLil  rru>tce.  lie  was 
sent  as  a  .National  DelcL;ate  to  the  ciancnlion 
that  nomiiiatetl  (ieneral  (Irant  for  Piesident 
for  the  second  term. 

In  1861  Mr.  More\'  was  united  in  marriage 
to  .Miss  Laura  .Sweet,  a  ilaughter  of  Mr.  Sid- 
ne\'  Sweet.  Mrs.  More}'  is  a  nati\e  of  Michi- 
gan, but  came  with  her  father  to  I,i\ingston 
Count)'  in  1841.  They  settled  in  Sjxirta, 
where  her  father  bought  a  saw-mill.  Me  was 
afterward  interested  in  the  foundry  woiks  of 
Lix'ingston,  which  he  continued  until  he 
opened  an  exchange  office  known  as  ".Sweet's.  ' 
This  he  conductetl  for  .-,ome  lime,  and  then 
founded  the  National  Hank  of  Dans\'ille.  Mr. 
Sweet  left  New  \'ork  .State  dui  ing  the  latter 
])art  of  his  life,  and  became  a  resident  of  Vine- 
land,  X.J.  After  three  tri]>s  to  Puro|)e  he 
returned  to  Dans\'ille,  ami  died  at  the  home  of 
his  daughter.  Mrs.  More\'  was  one  ni  four 
children,  and  has  two  brothers,  (ieorge  A.  and 
h'-dwin  'P.,  now  lix'ing.  I'onr  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  aiid  Mrs.  More)'.  The  eld- 
est son,  Pdwin  S.  More)',  was  a  graduate  of 
Mamilton  College,  antl  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  Huffalo.  After  beginning  to  practise  in 
Daiis\'ille,  he  weiit  to  (Irand  Ra])ids,  Mich., 
where  lie  entered  the  law  offke  ol  an  uncle, 
and  in  a  short  time  was  niade  attiM"nc\'  fur  the 
Michigan  'J'rust  Conipan\'.  P'rom  the  In  illiant 
career  which  seemed  to  lie  before  liiiii  he  was 
snddeiih'  cut  otf,  d)'ing  ot  t\"phoid  ti.'\er  at 
thirty-one  years  of  age.  l-'ann\'  MmcN  is  in 
the  seminary  at  Dansville.  Jonathan  P.,  Jr., 
a  graduate  of  the  normal  college  at  Roches- 
ter, a.ul  -Sidnc)'  S.  are  with  their  father  iii 
the  nurser)'  business.  The  famil)'  attend  the 
I'^piscopal  chui'ch. 


YPT^I^V.     JOSIAII     PT)\VARDS  KIT- 
PRp:i)(;j':,    D.  D.,  i)astor  of  the  Pres- 
I  Id  \         b\'teriai"i  church  at  (ieneseo,  Li\'ing'- 
ston    County,    N'.\'.,    was   born  on 
Washington    Street,    Poston,    Mass.,  ()ctiiber 
I  J,  1836.     lie  is  desceiuled  from  a   long  line 
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of  I'.nj^dish  ancestors,  the  first  of  the  family  to 
come  to  America  bein^-  John  Kittredge,  a 
ship-master,  who  ai  i  ixed  here  in  1660,  re- 
ceived a  j^M-ant  of  land  in  Hillerica,  Mass.,  and 
marrietl  Ahiry  I.iltleiield,  daujj,hter  of  J-"raiicis 
LittlefieUl,  of  Wohurii,  .Mass. 

Tlieir  son  John  was  h<irn  January  24,  1666, 
aiui  married  Ilannah  h'reiieh,  tlau<;hter  of 
John  iM-ench.  He  died  April  27,  1 714, 
and  his  widow  in  1725.  They  were  the 
l)arents  of  tuehe  childien,  one  of  whom, 
l-"rancis,  was  horn  September  14,  1 686,  and  be- 
came a  physician,  chini;'  September  I,  1756. 
Mis  son  Solomon,  the  great-^randtather  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  resided  for  a  time  in 
Tewkslnnx-,  Mass.,  and  fiom  there  removed  to 
Mount  \'einon,  X.ll.,  wheie  he  died  August 
24,  1792.  His  wife  was  Tabitha  Ingalls,  and 
she  became  the  mother  of  twelve  children. 
One  of  these,  Josiah,  the  grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  biogiaph}-,  was  born  in  Mount 
X'ernon,  X.ll.,  Jul\-  6,  1761,  and  learned  the 
tratle  of  a  blacksmith,  following  that  in  con- 
neition  with  farming  thioughout  his  lite. 
His  la.st  (la\h  were  s|)ent  with  his  son  at 
Nashua,  X.ll.,  wheie  he  tlied  May  24,  1852, 
aged  ninet\-  \eai.s.  He  was  married  Oc- 
tober 13,  I7<j2,  to  Mai\-  Haker,  who  was  born 
May  2  ],  \jf>2.  .Slie  was  the  daughter  of  Tim- 
othy and  Mar\  (l)akin)  Haker.  She  died  Sep- 
tember 16,  i,S2S,  the  mother  of  se\-en  children, 
of  whom  josiah,  the  lather  of  the  Rev.  Josiah 
J'].  Kittredge,  was  the  eldest. 

Josiah  Kittredge,  the  second  of  the  name, 
entei'ed  I'liillips  .\cadem\',  Andover,  Mrrss. , 
March  11,  181:;,  and  \aIcv  stuilied  medicine 
with  Dr.  S|)auliling,  ol  .Amherst,  X.H.  He 
aflerwai'd  attended  medical  lectures  at  Dart- 
mouth and  i  lai  xard,  and  became  a  practising 
ph)sician  in  tlu'  Stall'  ol  New  Hampshire, 
being  elected  a  mi'iiiber  ol  the  .State  Medical 
.SoeieiN',  June  ( >,  1  S20.  lie  was  one  ol  the 
incorporalm  s  dl  iho  I'embroke  Musical  Soci- 
ety, and  loi  .1  lime  was  rresident  of  the  State 
Medical  .S(]ciet\-.  h'rom  1817  to  1833  he 
practised  as  |)h\siciau  and  surgeon  in  Pem- 
broke, X.H.,  from  1833  to  1838  in  Hostoii, 
Mass.  ;  thence  in  1838  he  remo\ed  to  Concord, 
N.H.,  anil  the  bdlow  ing  )ear  to  Nashua  in  the 
same  State,   practising  in   both   these  places. 


In  1856  he  moved  to  South  Hadley,  Mass.,  and 
was  ph)sician  for  Mount  llol\i)ke  .Seminary 
for  four  \e.MS.  in  i.Sdo  he  seltled  in  .Mont 
Clair,  X.J.,  where  lu'  resided  luitil  i86c;, 
when  he  remo\ed  to  ( i  lastoidunw  Conn.,  auil 
there  died  in  1872.  He  was  three  limes  mar- 
ried—  tirst,  on  Ma\-  24,  1825,  to  .Mar\-  lilan- 
cliard  .Stuart,  of  Amheisl,  X.ll.,  who  tlied  at 
the  age  of  twent\'-h\'e  )  ears,  in  1828,  lea\  ing 
one  daughter,  Mar\-  Clarke.  In  Ajnil,  1830, 
he  married  .Sarah  Whiting  hi-eiich,  of  l^ed- 
ford,  X.H.,  who  dieil  June  10,  1842,  leav- 
ing three  ch  i  Idren Cdiarles  .Stuait,  Sarah 
b'rench,  and  Josiah  bdwards.  Dr.  Kittredge's 
third  wite  was  .Susan  Ha)lies  Hrigham,  of 
Grafton,  Mass.,  whom  he  married  Ma)'  7, 
1844.  She  passed  aw,i\'  at  Cerieseo,  X.^'., 
January  22,  1892.  Josiah  lulwards  Kittredge 
wa;.  graduateil  from  Kind)all  I'nion  Acatlemy, 
Meriden,  X.  H.,  in  the  class  of  1854,  and  from 
Phillips  v\catlem\',  Ando\er,  Mass.,  in  1853. 
The  next  fall  he  enteretl  \'ale  Ccdiege,  grad- 
uating in  the  class  of  i860,  a  classmate  of 
Professor  O.  C.  Marsh,  ol  \'ale,  the  late  Hon. 
William  Waller  Phelps,  and  others.  ]''or  a 
)-ear  he  taught  a  select  school  in  Mont  Clair, 
N.J.  He  studied  theoli)g\-  a  \'ear  at  Cuion 
Seminary,  New  ^'ork,  and  two  )ears  at  An- 
do\'er,  l\Iass.,  graduating  there  in  1864.  In 
1866,  lor  benelit  of  health  and  general  ad\'an- 
tage,  hetraxelled  in  PgNpt  and  Palestine,  and 
pursued  the  slud\-  ol  language  and  ])hilosophy 
in  I'aris  and  in  Heidelberg.  He  returned  to 
America  in  1868,  and  settletl  in  C lastonbin-y. 
Conn.,  where  he  was  p.istor  of  the  Congrega- 
tional i  hurch  lor  about  foui-  and  a  half  years. 
On  June  28,  1871,  he  mariieil  Miss  Pmma 
McNair,  of  (iro\adand,  I,i\ingsi(in  Countw 
N.\'. ,  daughtei"  (jf  Ivobeit  and  Amelia  (War- 
ner) McXair.  Pogether  they  joui  iKwed  to  the 
Pacific  Coast,  and  in  187:;  went  to  luiro]ie, 
accom|)anied  b)-  Dr.  Kittredge's  mother.  l-'or 
two  years  he  was  pastnr  (it  the  American 
Union  Chinch  m  l-'loreiice.  ltal\-.  He  re- 
turned in  the  autumn  of  1871'),  ,iiul  entered 
upon  the  pastoiate  ol  the  Pi  esliN  tei  ian  church 
of  (jcneseo,  April  iN,  1877.  Dr.  and  .Mrs. 
Kittredge  ha\e  four  children:  Pobeit  Josiah, 
born  in  ( llastonbui w  C'onn.,  jul\-  24,  1872; 
Charles  p'iren/e,  boin  in   hdoieme,  Itah',  jan- 


'        ,  .ii,-:<j  J 

II. ..-jnii! 


.V  i!ifi<;<.-i..        .>?■  i  1  I'.'i .111  j-i  .>i|  U'j-.lr  j  ;<bnfii'!  ify  •)  ^j.'-{;3.".r.L 
■/{.i<.    Il  l       .  'i    -  1.1       .   .r»du  I 


■•  j  :^  '.'    0"i-j7'    V  J.!  i 


•-"■>  ''f  1   I-.  I'rirj;-.;  (  .:i:f,  .i'i'Ksi.i'i 


I    :  .    T  fj  .1  f;'(  ; 


•■|  .i  r.l- 


Hi'-l'-l  I    .Ml  iC 


.    .       ■     '    r.       v;;''  ,           >;           ,                    -                     ,.  ,   /  nujcsvV 

■  ■■  -  '  ■  .i^i:-     .         :          .  >■ '                    /,       ;.   iu  iifij/M 

■  '      ■        •  '      '    ■         ■    ••    ::'»7^'  '                                      :                   ,     !,■;           ,    !      1;,,)        •  i  -  ■  ,jj-j^f, 

•     •  ■      •  I  ■'  '          '•  ■'       :      '     ■•                      / , .•< w u  I 

■  ■     .   ^  ■     ,•  :-;:;"r-/-.  :         .  ,:/;  ,.;(•,•           >i    .  ;   .  '   ..:         ■;!.,!  -f.r!,,J 

'■■  '    ■•■■I             TllM'vr  .  ;,    >;■:  -.,  ;•                          I    ,J  '_7|'l/ 

■  .  ;          ^.  !;-'                                  I  ■    ,           ],:„;  vfiju 

.       ■  '  :'t''.'('..   .,.■/.;••         I'fi  '.jjil  ■/  ;  1             ,        !  ■■iv'..'!'if  ji 

'                                       ..^^  "M,  ,     :'.;r-.            /:,V!                  j.  ,                      ;     !        .1;  :  .,,1     iiH->:l/^  lo 

'         ■                         ^  ■  '                                      ..-.'.i-'l  '  ■         '        ,  ■^i.'.ist!/! 

'  '               '  ■>  :    -rl'      .  f:;V. :;^,r,\-r.  ,  /      ■  ;j,  i;;  ■('!     |     ■  jlv, 

.  •     ■            ^     i-  ;                    iy.ii.i.t.'                        i ,-,  •    ,  i  r  f|y:'.l/I 

•  ■"    :             ^=  '-'l     '  ;       i                  J;-.-|.iui  '     !-                  ;'■     i'Ci  fjjiv/ 

•  '  '  "   '     '  i  ■  i.K  >.     •;,  -'..j  !i; ;         ,  i.- m  iy..;!-;    hj\y:.r,;.:'  |-..u;//  fJilfl 

■j              ••■ '•  .  .  '  ;,!»(.■':  •;.>i-.'.>'{  i.  '.t.-i..,  .-xl   '::ii.  ,  l/j ::   : :  i  •  nji'.Mfl 

:    ■  .  Mii-^uif,.-.] !       ■>•    V                       ■  :M(/lq 

■  ••  i    ■'"    '■-  «..■;.>■.'>•,  fi;  i           :io             >(.:/.'   V !  i       <  >'.     ;    ;•  »   ■■;;;■!    .•.•)  >i  ,(,r: 

'       ■  ■'                •■'^fi  [  ■           i •..^•.>!'lnf  /I    'jiiI         >■  t>>:i.-|(,-j-(i,-.nii 

I     'i       :I  '     .  >(■!  ;  '              'lir  ill'  'jM'ji);>'-' r  I    -r.ij  •><':..!  i;  ,  /tVi 

'           fl i        ^  I  -.yi'/'          j.u ■  > j,,"; jo;,   ii>::i       /              h■.,■:^i  > 

!    'i  >«:  '          -.-sJ-.i')  ir  I  .!l<».i4i-:i    <!f  Xf":   <>i   (}--',\    :r.':i'\      ]{./.  . 

i'oil                          --^  '         '•.iJio' )  01  !?j /  uiffi'.'.  ••  '  '    '•'     ''i  *.s  /'.ivil  I  ; 

/■iiiJriin^Si  :  .    )'i    ;:"U<1  'j/ii  !!■   !:il:lr';;X    :;J-|  VJ(  .                  i--j<h   linr,  ,  \-l 

.OXfi- <■.'.>',  :;..il*.>  I    ::-Jvi.l'f   vaudl  •fi-t.^'('  i;,      .j,  i  jrsin   .ylistrl  '-lit 


68 


BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


iiary  5,  1H75  ;  William  McXair,  born  January  7, 
1S77,  at  MdUiU  Mun  is,  X.  ^^  ;  and  INIary  l-Jiinia, 
bdin  Srptcnihcr  14,  1N79,  at  Clcncsco,  N.  \'. 

Dr.  Kilhcdgc  is  an  enthusiastic  student  in 
l^ihlical  arclueiilngy,  and  has  perhaps  one  o| 
the  most  valuable  ecd lections  of  publications 
relatinsj;  to  researches  in  ]vj,)'pt  and  other  lands 
in  the  l",ast  to  be  found  in  any  private  librar\' 
in  Western  Xew  \'ork.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  London  Societ\'  of  15il)lical  Archeology, 
Associate  of  the  X'ictoria  Institute,  and  Local 
Secretary  of  the  Lgyptian  ICxploration  ]'"und. 
The  l/nixersity  of  the  C  ity  of  Xew  ^'ork  con- 
feri'ed  on  him  the  degree  of  ]).  1).  in  I1SS4. 
The  church  of  which  he  is  the  jxistor  is  a  large 
and  \  igorous  one.  I'our  Presbyterian  churches 
in  We^telll  Xew  \'ork  al'jne  exceed  it  in 
membership. 


^-rp^ORTlCR  T.   ]l  MUNGb:R,  a  native- 
I  born   citizen  of  Warsaw,   where  his 

1 19  birth  occuned  September  15,  1839, 
is  worthy  of  representation  in  this 
biographical  volume,  being  the  descendant  of 
an  honored  pioneer  family  ol  this  town,  his 
grandfather,  Samuel  Munger,  having  migrated 
from  Connecticut  to  Wyoming  County  in  the 
early  part  of  this  century. 

This  part  of  the  State  was  then  in  its  pris- 
tine wildiiess;  and  the  intervening  coimtr\- 
was  tra\erseil  tinoiigh  the  vast  forests  with  a 
team  of  horses  which  drew  a  wagon  contain- 
ing his  wife,  ri\e  children,  and  all  of  their 
earthly  effects.  Air.  Ahmger  took  u})  fifty 
acres  of  lieaxily  tiiubered  land  in  the  south- 
west part  of  the  town  of  Warsaw,  and  set  to 
work  to  fell  a  few  trees,  which  he  soon  con- 
\ertetl  into  a  log  cabin  to  shelter  the  family. 
In  the  comse  of  a  few  brief  years  he  wa.s  en- 
abled to  erect  a  small  franie  house,  which  was 
far  more  room}'  and  convenient  than  the  rude 
log  dwelling.  The  huge  fireplace,  befoi'e 
which  all  of  the  cooking  was  done,  was  kept 
well  supplied  with  great  logs,  which  ser\e(l  to 
light  as  well  as  heat  the  room.  b'oui'  sons  and 
two  daughters  were  huin  of  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  .Samuel  Munger,  fmther  mention  of 
whom  ma\'  be  seen  elsewhere  in  coiuiection 
with  the  sketch  of  Mis.    Ruth  Cleveland. 


Morgan  ~S\.,  eldest  son  of  .Saimiel  Afunger, 
was  hoiii  in  the  \ear  1  Soo,  dining  the  lesi- 
(K/iice  ol  his  p.irents  in  ( Dniu  ct  ic  ut  ;  and  he 
was  sixtcLMi  }cars  old  when  he  actumpaiiied 
them  to  this  connt\'.  In  the  piiJiieer  labor  of 
improving  a  larm  tiom  the  \vil(lernes.->  he  was 
an  important  factor,  and  after  the  deatli  of  his 
parents  he  succeedeil  to  its  ownership.  He 
bought  other  land,  increasing  his  farm,  which 
is  still  owiietl  b\'  his  heirs,  tiom  the  original 
lift}'  acres  to  three  himdietl  acres.  In  I.S44  he 
built  a  more  commodious  frame  house,  the 
rriaterial  used  in  its  con^ti  uct  ion  being  tlrawn 
trom  Rochester,  fort\'-niiie  miles  awa}';  and 
this  is  now  usei.1  as  the  laian  residence.  In 
1S3J  Mr.  Morgan  M.  was  united  in  marriage 
to  .Miss  1'.  L.  Kingsle\',  who  was  bian  in  \'er- 
mont,  and  reared  to  )eai's  of  maturit}'  b)-  a 
family  named  Scoville.  They  became  the 
l)arents  of  eight  sons  and  three  daughters,  all 
(.)f  whom  aie  li\  ing  except  three,  one  son  being 
Porter  T.  P.,  the  suljject  of  the  i)rescnt  sketch. 
The  second  son  died  at  two  and  a  half  \ears  of 
age.  The  )oLmgest  son  died  from  accidentall\ 
stabbing  himself,  at  the  age  of  ten  \eai's. 
The  eldest  daughter,  Annie,  who  married 
Maiion  Helden,  dietl  in  September,  iN.SS;  and 
her  husbaiul  and  the  two  sons  born  to  them 
have  also  passed  to  the  bourn  trom  which  no 
traveller  returns. 

I'oiter  T.  R.  Munger  was  reared  on  the  pa- 
rental fai'm,  and  attended  school  until  sex-en- 
teen  N'cars  ol  age,  when  an  acute  inflammation 
of  the  eyes  compielled  him  to  abandon  his 
studies.  Inheriting  the  i>atii<itic  s|)iril  that 
stirred  the  blood  ol  his  ancestois,  he  .served 
during  the  late  Reliellion  in  defence  of  his 
country,  enlisting  .August  11,  \Sf>2,  in  I'om- 
paii}'  1),  One  Ilundied  and  Thiitieth  Xew 
Wnk  \'olunteer  Infantr\-.  The  following  Iul\' 
he  was  ti'ansferred  to  the  Nineteenth  Xew 
\'ork  Cawilry,  which  was  later  known  as  the 
b'irst  Xew  \'ork  Dragoons;  and  until  the  close 
of  the  war  Mi-.  Mimger  was  in  active  service, 
but  was  never  wounded  noi'  taken  prisonei',  al- 
tliough  he  I'cceived  a  serious  injurv.  .Much 
ot  the  time  he  was  on  special  dutv,  for 
eight  months  being  in  Lincoln  United  States 
(leneral  Ilos[iital,  as  mounted  oiderlv,  h.iv- 
ing   been   detailed    to    the    position    b\  | 
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J.  C.  McKcc,  wlu)  is  now  on  the  retired  list  at 
Butler,  I'a. 

Mi-.  M  linger  was  married  in  July,  1860,  to 
Maria  H.  lIoisiiii;ton,  who  died  ten  years  later, 
leax'inj^-  two  children  —  Hlanehe  P.,  wile  of 
l-'rank  Martin,  of  W'aisaw,  ami  the  mother  of 
one  child,  William;  antl  Lillian  H. ,  who  mar- 
I'ietl  v\delheit  Crockei-,  of  Warsaw,  and  has 
one  child,  Lulu.  Mr.  Munj;er  was  again  mar- 
ried, in  1^7 ^,  to  Miss  Agnes  l-\  Tuttle,  of 
Waisaw.  Her  fathei',  llervey  Tuttle,  was 
horn  in  Vermont,  hut  remo\ed  from  there  to 
this  State,  settling  in  Washington  County. 
Later  he  lemoxed  to  Waisaw,  where  he  mar- 
ried ICsther  Rogers,  a  nati\e  of  Lngland. 
'I'hev  maile  their  home  in  Warsaw  till  they 
departed  this  life,  leaxing  two  daughters  and 
three  sons,  the  latter  of  whom  are  living  in 
the  West. 

Mr.  Munger  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in 
all  matters  concendng  the  wellare  of  the  gen- 
eral i)uljlic,  and,  although  he  has  never  asjiired 
to  office,  ser\ eil  for  six  )'eais  as  Constable. 
Socially,  he  is  an  inlluential  member  of  the 
Ciibbs  I'ost,  No.  130,  tirand  Arm}'  of  the  Re- 
public, in  which  he  has  ser\eil  as  Officer  of 
tlie  Day  and  as  Junior  ^Lister.  He  is  also 
jirominent  in  the  .Masonic  fraternity,  and  has 
occupied  most  of  the  chaiis  excepting  that  of 
Master.  Hoth  he  and  his  wile  are  esteemed 
members  ot  the  Conu re^at ional  chui'ch. 


|RS.  JOA.XNA  I'OO'l'h:  is  the  rep- 
|=r/  resentati\e  of  a  well-known  pio- 
neei'  tamil}'  of  Livingston  County, 
and  is  held  in  high  esteem 
throughout  the  town  of  Mount  Morris,  wherein 
she  has  so  long  lesided,  failldul  in  her  ihities 
as  wife,  mothei',  and  friend.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Joanna  Stuiges.  Her  parents, 
Lbenezer  and  .Mary  (lioward)  Sturgcs,  were 
nati\'es  of  Cayuga  County,  but  were  in  early 
life  numbereil  among  the  [)ioneer  settlers  of 
this  count\',  where  tlie\'  were  well-to-do  mem- 
bers ol  the  larming  community 

.Mrs.  i''o(ite  has  been  twice  married,  and  is 
now  the  second  time  a  widow.  Her  first  hus- 
band, Christopher  C'.  Thurp,  departed  this  life 
in    iJ^7j-     Her    second    husband,    Giles  W. 


Foote,  whom  she  manied  some  \eais  later, 
died  in  1883.  Mr.  Christo|.iher  C.  'riujr])  was 
a  son  ol  ( )sborn  and  Mary  (Criss)  Thorp,  who 
came  to  Livingston  Count)'  at  an  earl)'  |)eriod 
of  its  settlement,  when  it  w.is  but  s|)Ln"sel)' 
])0pulated.  In  common  with  thcii'  neighbois, 
they  li\'ed  on  the  pi'oductions  ol  their  land,  and 
carded,  sjiun,  and  wo\'e  the  material  fiu"  all  of 
their  clothing.  When  d  )ouiig  man,  .Mi'. 
Thorp  leainctl  the  caipenter's  trade;  and  he 
wt)rked  at  that  occupation  until  1  .S6o,  when 
lie  bought  a  farm  in  the  town  ut  Mount  Mor- 
ris, which  lie  operated  successful  1)'  uiitil  the 
time  of  his  tleath.  He  built  a  substantial 
frame  house,  with  con\enient  barns  ami  out- 
buildings, cuul  otlierwise  impro\'ed  his  home- 
steati,  devoting  his  time  and  attention  t(j 
increasing  the  value  of  his  pi()|)erty,  which 
included  eight)'-seveii  acres  of  rich  and  produc- 
tive land.  (  )f  his  union  with  Joanna  Sturges 
two  children  were  born;  namel)',  Hattie  ami 
]:ldward,  the  former  of  whom  married  Charles 
Brown,  of  .Mount  .Morris,  and  has  one  child,  a 
daughtei'  nanietl  Helen. 

lulwai'il  Thorp,  .Mrs.  l-'oote's  onl)'  son,  was 
born  in  Mount  Morris,  August  8,  1855,  and, 
after  completing  his  education  in  the  district 
schools,  assisted  his  jxirents  in  the  labors  of 
the  farm,  obtaining  a  practical  knowletlge  of 
agriculture.  ( )n  the  death  of  his  father  he 
succeedcil  to  the  ownershiij  i)[  the  est.ite,  and 
this  he  has  since  carrietl  on  witli  abilit\'  and 
success.  In  1877  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ruth  Case,  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Case,  of  Mount  .Morris;  and  their  luip|)y 
home  has  been  enli\ened  b)'  the  ad\ent  ol  two 
bright  and  acti\e  chihlren-  .Mabel  ami  How- 
ard. In  i)olitics  Mr.  Thoip  ha^  lollowed  in 
the  footsteps  ot  his  lather,  and  unilDimh'  casts 
his  vote  with  the  Heinocratic  pait\.  His  ex- 
cellent wite  is  an  esteemed  member  ot  the 
Methodist  church. 


Oll.N  BLCM,  the  well-known  shoe  nian- 
ulacturer  of  l)ans\illc,  .\A.,  and 
tnuiuler  ot  thcict.iil  buol  ami  shoe  store 
now  conducted  b\'  his  sons,  w.is  born 
in  Cermany,  .September  1,  i8jj.  His  father, 
John  Blum,  Sr.,  who  was  a  shoemakei,  was  in 
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the  anil)-  of  Napoleon  in  1813,  in  the  Russian 
campaign,  and  was  detailed  to  make  shoes  for 
the  soldiers.  /\lter  serving'  three  years,  he 
relui  iied  to  his  nati\e  town,  and  in  i  <S  1  7  mar- 
ried antl  settled  upon  a  small  tarm,  which  he 
coiuhicted,  at  the  same  time  working  at  his 
trade.  lie  died  in  uSjS,  at  the  age  of  fcnty- 
four  )'ears.  llis  wife  was  Alary  Seybold, 
dangliter  of  Matthias  Se}i)old,  and  they  had 
nine  ehiUlren,  h\e  o|  whom  lived  to  become  (»f 
age;  nameh',  Aielchior,  Catherine,  John,  Jo- 
seph, and  J'rank.  Catherine  antl  John  are 
the  sole  sur\i\(irs.  John  was  the  only  one 
who  came  to  Ameiica.  The  nKjther  was  of 
the  German  Catholic  religion,  and  died  in  her 
native  count r)',  at  the  age  (jf  seventy-fi\'e. 

John  lilum  was  educated  at  the  commo''! 
schools  of  Cjermanv,  and  left  the  parental  ro(jf 
at  the  age  of  sixteen.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
a  shoemaker,  and  woiked  in  factories  in  Swi"/.- 
erland,  iViistria,  ami  other  ctnnitries.  In  1 851, 
a  few  years  after  his  marriage,  he  left  his  wife 
and  two  children,  ami  started  for  the  New 
World.  Arriving  in  New  York  City,  he  ob- 
tained employment  at  648  Broadway,  where  he 
remained  about  six  months,  having  then  the 
misfortune  of  losing  his  wages.  Not  finding 
further  emi)lo}'ment  in  that  city,  he  was  com- 
pelled through  lack  of  resources  to  walk  to 
Albany.  l-'rom  there  he  went  to  Utica,  and 
thence  to  Hampton,  ()neida  Ct)unty,  where  he 
workeil  in  a  shoe-shop  for  a  short  time.  A 
)ear  or  two  Liter  he  sent  the  necessary  means 
to  (ieiniini)'  for  his  family  to  join  him  in 
America.  After  pl)ing  his  trade  in  various 
places,  he  obtained  a  position  as  foreman  in 
a  shoe  factoi"\  at  Ximda.  'Idiere  he  worked 
diligeiitl)' for  li\e  }ears,  and  in  1859  removed 
to  Dansville,  where  he  established  a  small 
shoe-shop  of  his  own.  He  lived  a  careful  and 
moral  life,  obtained  the  respect  and  friendship 
of  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  increased  steadily 
in  jMosperity  until  his  business  became  large 
and  luciatixe.  In  1  (S86  he  obtained  jsatents 
upon  the  special  line  of  g(Jods  he  manufactures, 
and  at  the  jiresent  time  he  employs  several 
travelling  salesmen.  His  factoiy  in  Dansville 
luinislies  constant  employment  to  fn;m  forty 
to  fifty  liaiuls.  He  is  assisted  in  business  by 
three  of  his  sons,  who  attend  to  both  the  fac- 


tory and  salesroom.  Their  retail  store  is  situ- 
ated on  Alain  Stieet,  and  is  filletl  with  a  most 
complete  and  \aried  stock  ul  tootweai,  inchul- 
ing  All".  ilium's  own  s|)eciall\',  known  as 
' '  i  lonie  Comfort  ' '  shoes. 

'I'he  maiden  name  of  Air.  lilum's  first  wife, 
whom  he  maiiied  in  (ierman)'  in  1848,  was 
luiplirosyne  Heeler;  and  she  had  nine  chil- 
tlren  —  John  15.,  Joseph  C. ,  Anthony,  Jiarbara, 
Daniel,  FrankJ.,  i'hilip,  I.i/xie,  and  Cathei'ine. 
John  H.  was  in  tlie  L'niled  States  aini)",  and 
died  fiom  disabilit}',  at  the  age  of  tliii  t)'-eight 
}ears.  Joseph  C.  nian  ied  lila  l\(jach,  aiul  is 
now  li\-ing  in  renns\  I\'ania,  a  salesman  for  a 
New  \'ork  shoe  house.  He  has  eight  children 
—  Itla  Ala)',  Joseph,  (jcitiude,  Rosa,  Charles, 
lulward,  luigene,  and  Leon.  Anthony  married 
Jiarbara  Jackson,  is  a  stock-raiser  in  Texas, 
and  has  two  chihlren  —  Rantie  and  J^arbara. 
liarbara  married  Jacob  I"".  Scliubmehl,  and  died 
in  1886.  Daniel  mai'iied  Alar)'  Aluntlig,  of 
W'ayland,  and  has  three  children — liuj.ihro- 
syne,  Raymond,  ami  Walter.  Daniel  is  with 
his  father  in  the  retail  tlepaitment.  l-'rank  J., 
who  is  also  in  the  firm,  married  Alolh'  Ivloaeh, 
of  I'emisvlvania  ;  and  they  have  one  son  nametl 
John.  riiilip  is  a  gratluate  of  the  Diuis- 
ville  Seminary,  and  has  been  a  boot  and  shoe 
dealer  in  the  West,  but  is  now  with  his  father. 
Lizzie  is  still  at  home.  Catherine  is  the  wife 
of  Louis  Sauerbier,  and  lixes  in  Jerse)'  Citv, 
N.J.  At  piesent  the  tirm  consists  of  the  elder 
l^lum  and  his  sons,  l-'iank,  I'hili]),  ant!  Daniel. 
All  of  Air.  Jilimi's  children,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  John  and  Joseph,  were  boi'n  in  .Amei- 
ica. His  hrst  wife  d\ing  in  1865,  Air.  Ilium 
married  Gertrude  Nientimp,  a  nati\e  of  (.iei- 
many,  and  by  her  he  had  one  child,  Chi  istina, 
now  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  ol  hrank 
Scliubmehl. 

Mr.  Blimi  is  a  member  of  the  St.  ISoni- 
facius  Society,  and  his  sons  are  coimectetl  with 
the  ]•:.  O.  Iv.  of  R.,  the  C.  R.  cS:  J5.  A.,  aLo 
the  C.  AL  H.  A.,  and  the  I'l'otect i\e  ITre 
Company,  lia\'ing  held  offices,  one  as  Tieas- 
urer,  anil  anolhei'  as  Chaplain.  Air.  liUnn 
has  been  for  many  years  a  Alaster  of  the  \il- 
lage,  and  also  Overseer  of  the  Poor.  He  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Canaseraga  h  ire  Com- 
pany ui  Dansville.     He  is  a  Democrat  in  [loli- 
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tics,  and  lie  and  his  family  arc  connected  with 
the  (jcrmaii  church.  lie  has  ])een  Secretary 
and  Treasui'cr,  and  is  imw  Alastei",  (if  the 
church  societ}'.  Air.  J^Iuin  has  labored  dili- 
[;ently;  and  he  not  onl\  enjo\s  extreme  busi- 
ness jH'ospei'it  but  also  the  res])ect  anil 
esteem  ot  his  lei Kiw-lownsinen,  antl  with  his 
family  occupies  a  \er\  hiL;h  |)osition  in  the 
community. 


f^OIiX  lIL'CiH  AhXAUCillTON,  author 
of  "  (  )nnal  inda,  "  a  nieli  ical  romance, 
was  born  in  Caledonia,  Livingston 
Countv,  X.\'.,  Jul\-  I,  1829.  His 
father,  John  AlcN'aughton,  who  was  a  native  of 
Perthshire,  Scotlautl,  emiL;raled  to  y\merica  in 
Januar\',  iH2C>.  Accompanied  b\'  liis  wife  and 
five  children,  he  came  to  l,i\-inL;stt)n  County, 
where  he  ])urihased  a  larm  and  engaged  in 
agricultural  jjursuils  (.luring  the  lemainder 
uf  his  life.  lie  died  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years. 

'I'he  eldci"  AlcXaughton  was  married,  when  in 
Scotlaiul,  to  Alargaret  Cameron,  also  a  native 
of  Perthshire.  .She  sur\  i\ed  her  husband  ten 
years,  and  li\c(l  to  be  eighty  )'ears  old.  Their 
chiklren  were  si.\  in  lumdier  —  Ann,  Alargaret, 
Catheiine,  Jane,  Uonald,  and  John  U.  John 
Hugh  AlcXaughton  was  the  \'oungest  child, 
lie  attended  the  home  school  until  sufficiently 
ailvancetl  for  entrance  to  the  old  Temple  Hill 
Academy;  and  from  theie  he  went  to  the  acad- 
em)-  at  Riga,  whcix'  the  educational  facilities 
were  considered  to  be  of  a  supei  ior  kind.  In 
I.S51  he  was  man  ied  to  Aliss  Kalherine  Chris- 
tie, daughter  of  ilugh  and  Alar}'  (Cameron) 
Christie;  and  the)'  had  two  daughters — iJora 
and  Stella.  Doia  became  the  wife  ui  \V.  J. 
l^yam,  a  natix'e  ol  Canada,  and  is  now  a  widow 
with  three  children  —  John  Hugh,  George  Lyt- 
ton,  aiul  Helen  Katherine.  Air.  W.  J.  Hyam 
was  a  son  ol  the  ke\'.  (icorge  1'".  and  Alaria 
(I'ike)  H\'am.  lie  receixed  his  education  at 
Toronto  L'ni\'ersit\  and  the  Canadian  Military 
e'olle-c.  Altci  this  he  studied  law  with  Will- 
iam 1'".  Coggswcll,  of  kocliesiL-i',  X.\'.,  was 
admittetl  to  the  bar  in  1N77,  and  for  a  lunnber 
ot  )eai-s  was  in  ])ractice  in  t/ale(.lon  ia.  In 
he  remo\ed  to  Xiagai'a   balls,  where  he 


Ijccame  the  first  cit\'  attorne)-.  He  died  at 
Xiagara  h'alls,  Septendjcr  26,  1894. 

Airs.  Kathei  ine  Christie  AlcXaugliton  is  still 
li\dng  in  ('ak'donia.  Air.  John  II.  AlcXaugh- 
ton died  at  his  home  in  Caledonia,  Hecernbei", 
lS(^I,  at  the  age  ol  si\t\-t\\(i  \eai.s.  His  ill- 
ness was  biicl,  and  seldom  has  such  a  li;;lit 
gone  out  from  an)'  comnumit)'  as  when  his 
departed. 

John  Hugh  AlcXaughton,  a  writeiof  charm- 
ing s(Migs  in  a  setting  of  ei|uall\'  chaiming 
music,  began  in  his  earlier  )eai's  when  at 
school  to  e.\press  his  thoughts  in  verse,  gi\'ing 
evidence  ot  real  poetic  talent,  peiliaps  de- 
scended to  him  tlnough  his  mother  fiom  her 
native  Scottish  heaths.  As  he  giew  idder,  he 
continued  to  use  his  i)en,  largel)'  but  not 
wholl)'  in  imaginali\e  composition.  Air.  AIc- 
Xaughton's  home  was  situated  on  a  winding 
road,  quite  retired,  among  maples  and  e\'er- 
greens  in  the  beautiful  (leuesee  \alle\';  and 
from  this  secluded  retieat  he  sent  out  his  hrst 
jonsideiable  litei'ar\'  work,  a  "Treatise  on 
Music.''  ft  was  a  subject  on  which  he  was 
qualified  to  wiite,  as  lie  \sas  coinersant  with 
several  musical  instruments,  and  had  already 
contributed  papers  on  harmou)-  and  kindred 
themes  to  foreign  and  American  journals. 
Mr.  McXaughton  also  contribute(.l  other  papers 
to  the  leading  rex  iews,  one  ol  which,  as  note- 
W(.)rthy,  ma)'  be  mentioned,  "The  Red  Man," 
printed  in  the  Aiiiiti-Liith  CciitiDy,  in  Alay, 
l8cS5,  which  attracted  much  attention.  Some 
of  his  sheet  music  songs  ha\'e  won  leinarkable 
success,  as  many  as  four  liun(.lred  aiul  hfly 
thousand  ha\  ing  been  luiblishcd,  of  these  ti\'e, 
"Failed  Coat  of  Hlue,  "  "iVdle  Alahone," 
"Jamie  'I'rue, "  ".As  we  weiit  a-haying,  "  and 
"I,o\'e  at  Home.''  Tuche  songs  in  book 
form,  with  musii  b\  the  celebrated  coiniiosei', 
\Trginia  (labiiel,  were  publislu'd  simultane- 
ousl)'  in  London  and   Xew  \'oik. 

Air.  AlcXaughton's  hist  c(dlcction  of  poems 
was  issued  under  the  attract  i\e  title,  "Habble 
Brook  .Songs,''  in  1  N64.  It  is  ol  this  book 
that  the  belo\'cd  .New  bjigland  poit,  Henry 
W.  Louglellow,  widlc  in  a  since  published 
letter;  "  \'our  poems  ha\e  touched  me  \erv 
much.  Teai  s  lell  dow  n  ni)'  cheeks  as  I  read 
them.''     Hut  his  most  noted  work  is  the  met- 
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rical  romance  wliicli  bears  the  title  of  "(3nna- 
liiula, "  and  which  discloses  his  jiower  of 
delineation  of  eharaclL'i',  his  scope  of  fancy, 
and  his  deep  io\e  ol  nalnre.  Tlie  book  is  lull 
of  interest  to  its  closin;j,'  page.  Its  scenes  are 
laid  in  the  eaily  times  when  the  Indian  walked 
the  same  sod  for  which  the  English  antl  I''rench 
contended,  regardless  of  the  original  land- 
owner's I'ights  and  leelings.  The  (ienesee 
\alley  was  the  localit)'  of  battle  in  those  his- 
toric times,  and  iialiii'ally  of  stratagems,  phjts, 
and  man)'  exciting  .KUentines  and  escai)es. 
With  some  of  these  the  poet  has  woven  a  fas- 
cinating lo\e  tale  in  \crse,  which  compels 
the  reailer's  attention  to  the  hap])y  and  peace- 
ful conclusion.  h'rom  the  English  across  the 
sea  recognition  ol  his  work  came  to  the  gifted 
author  while  he  wa>  ali\e  to  know  it.  Many 
letters  were  receivetl  b}'  him,  some  of  which 
have  been  published,  among  them  an  autograph 
one  fi"om  l.oul  l.\tlon  (Owen  Meredith),  one 
als(;  from  John  Hi  ight,  Ijcsicles  a  great  number 
of  highl)'  compl imentary  reviews  in  the  chief 
journals  of  London  and  America.  Lord  Lyt- 
ton  speaks  of  "the  captivating  power  of  the 
story  "  as  "holding  the  attention  alert  through 
its  two  hundred  and  thirty  pages  to  the  end." 
Ihe  success  of  "()nnalinda"  in  this  country 
was  great,  but  in  Lngland,  where  it  had  up- 
ward of  four  thousand  subscribers,  was  phe- 
nomenal. Tlie  jjoem  passed  througli  seven 
editions,  making  a  total  of  thirty  thousand  five 
hundred  co|)ics;  and  alter  these  an  eighth  edi- 
tion of  ten  ihous.md  copies  was  issued  in  .Sep- 
tember, i>S(jo. 

At  the  celebration  of  the  (leneseo  Centen- 
nial, on  September  ii,  1.^90,  Mr.  McNaugh- 
ton  read  a  characteristic  poem  from  his  own 
[)en,  entitled  "Red  Jacket,"  dealing  with  one 
of  his  favorite  themes.  At  the  time  of  the 
poet's  passing,  the  l,i\'ingslon  Dciiiooat, 
Rochester  ILiald,  and  other  journals  gave 
teeling  tributes  to  his  lile  and  works,  not  for- 
getting to  alhuie  to  the  "halo  of  l)eauty  and 
romance"  he  has  thrown  around  the  (ienesee 
vallc)',  "such  ,is  .Scott  ga\e  to  the  .Scottish 
bonier  antl  lr\  ing  to  the  shores  ol  the  Tappan 
Zee."  it  is  not  given  to  all  men  to  lea\e  me- 
morials behind  them  ;  but  the  gifted  author  of 
"Helle  Mahoiie  "  ami  t he  "  Door  y\ jai' ' '  couhl 


ask  no  better  way  to  be  lemembered  than  in 
those  touching  stan/as  wliiLh,  from  their  ver\' 
simplicit}'  and  tenderness,  will  ne\er  be  fo|-- 
gotlen,  but  be  sung  at  llie  fireside  and  rejieateil 
in  the  night  watches. 


h;LLS\V()RTlI  WRIGHT,  the  suc- 
cessful foreman  of  the  Mount  Moll  is 
}i)iti}-p)isc ,  was  boiai  in  II0II3',  (Jak- 
land  C'ouiitN,  .MiJi.,  J.muar)'  Ji, 
1.S63,  and  is  the  oid\'  son  of  riiiseria  X. 
Wright.  1  la\  iiig  obtained  h is  etUn  at ion  in  the 
[jublic  schools  of  .Mount  .Mol  l  is,  he  beg.m  when 
a  young  man  to  earn  his  own  living,  taking  the 
first  step  of  his  career  by  entering  the  printing- 
office  of  the  Viiiun  aiiii  Cuiistit/ilioii,  where  he 
woiketl  lor  a  year  ami  a  half.  Then  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  worked  at  ^'arious  kinds  of  labor, 
linally  returning  to  the  oll'ice  where  he  was  for- 
merly engaged,  the  name  of  the  paper  liaving 
been  changed  to  the  I'uiou.  There  he  Ivul  re- 
mained for  eight  months,  when  in  April,  1889, 
he  entered  the  office  ot  the  Iintir/^risi\  where 
he  has  since  been  continuously  engaged,  three 
years  ago  ha\'ing  been  [Momoteil  on  account  of 
his  experience  and  business  abilit}'  to  the 
position  of  foreman,  filling  the  i)osilion  with 
credit  to  himself  luuI  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
einplo)'er.  In  iJecemlier,  1889,  he  married 
Anna  l^rennaii,  of  Moscow,  Livingston  Count}'. 

Mr.  Wright  belongs  to  the  Re|)ubl  ican  party, 
and  is  a  member  ot  several  secret  societies, 
where,  as  a  ])idol  ol  the  respect  and  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  l)\  ,dl  h is  assi leiates,  he  h.is 
been  chosen  to  fill  main  ol  the  h iglier  oITk  es, 
among  them  being  that  of  .Secretai")'  (jf  Bel- 
wooil  Lodge,  No.  315,  Independent  (irder  of 
C\ld  I-'ellows,  which  he  held  for  three  con- 
secutive terms,  and  .Secret. ir\  ol  Alert  Council, 
No.  25,  L.  K.  (  ).  k.,  which,  as  a  t  harler  mem- 
ber, he  has  held  since  its  organization  :  he  is 
also  a  member  ol  Ro)al  Legion,  No.  .4c),  .S.  K.. 

Nature  has  bounteously  bestowed  upon  Mr. 
Wright  various  talents,  which  he  has  not  neg- 
lected to  cultiv'ate.  llence  lu'  h.is  beenemi- 
uentl)'  successi  ul  in  his  \  ai  ious  imdei  lak  ings. 
In  music  he  is  unusuall)  skilled,  being  able  to 
play  nearly  all  the  \arious  instruments  of  the 
protessioii.     lie  is  Secrelai}'  and  Treasuierot 
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the  Mount  Morris  Coi'iict  l^and,  and  at  the 
])rcscnt  time  is  |)la)inL(  solo  l)ar)t()ne.  lie  is 
also  a  mechanical  i;enius,  thoi-ouj^hly  under- 
standing'al  1  the  dilTeienl  kiiuls  of  machineiy, 
and  is  a  \ery  successful  jihot* i,<;rai)her,  many 
of  his  \'ie\vs  ajjpearini;'  in  such  |)apers  as  the 
Rider  and  Dnvci  of  Xew  A'ork,  Scribucr  s 
Magazine,  the  lUiffalo  llliiitratui  lixprcss^  and 
the  Rochester  C'nio/i  and  ^Idvcrtiscr. 

The  Rochester  Post  lixpri^s,  in  a  recent 
article,  had  this  to  sa)'  of  Mi",  \\'riL;ht  :  "]Jur- 
in^^"  the  past  summer  and  autumn  he  has  at- 
tended the  horse  shows  and  fox  hunts,  and 
made  a  specialty  of  photo[;rai>hinL;;  hoises  and 
other  objects  while  the\-  aie  running-  at  a  high 
rate  of  speed.  In  this  he  was  successful  be- 
yond his  own  exjiectat ions.  In  making  his 
photographs  of  jumping  horses  and  other  fast- 
mox'ing objects,  Mr.  Wright  uses  a  shutter  of 
his  own  invention.  "       ,        jviiiuu    ;■  .:>;  ,,, 


T^LIAS  II.  GI':iGKR,  a  large  landed  pro- 
F^l  prietor  and  extensi\e  lumber  dealer  of 
"^-^iiB  Li\'iiigston  County,  A'ew  V(jrk,  whose 
recent  death,  at  his  residence  in  Ossian,  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  Januaiy  27,  1895,  occa- 
sioned a  loss  keenl)'  felt  thi'oughout  the  com- 
munity, was  born  in  reiins\  l\ania  on  No\'em- 
ber  25,  1819. 

His  grandfather,  John  (ieiger,  a  native  of 
Lancaster  County,  renns)d\'ania,  was  a  stone- 
mason in  early  manhood,  latei'  a  school-teacher. 
He  was  a  Democrat  in  ])iditics,  and  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  at  the  acKanced  age  of  ninet)'-se\'en. 
He  hail  a  family  ol  lour  children.  The  eldest 
t)f  the  four  was  Juhn  (ieiger,  Jr.,  who  grew  to 
stLuily  manhood  and  learned  the  mason's  trade, 
following  it  first  as  a  joui  iie\'man.  Later,  as 
a  master  mason,  he  woiked  on  the  arches  of 
bridges.  He  married  Mary  Steacker,  daughter 
of  John  Steacker,  of  New  Jersey,  where  she 
was  born.  Thev  reared  six  children,  h\e  bo)'s 
and  one  giil  —  (jcoige,  C'harles,  I'dias,  Kate, 
I'eter,  )ohii  anil  had  one  other  who  died  in 
eai"l_\-  infanc}'.  Mis.  Mar\'  lieiger  i)assed  the 
last  }'ears  of  her  life  in  l*enns)dvania,  where 
she  tiled  at  the  age  of  se\'enty-six. 

I'Jias  II.   Lieigei',   the  thinl  son,   spent  his 


years  at  liethlehem,  I'a. ,  where  he  was  left 
early  fatherless  at  the  age  of  four.  He  then 
made  h is  home  u  ilh  Mr.  John  Kiglilnour,  whom 
he  chose  as  guardian,  1  i \  i  iig  w ith  li  i  ni  \u\  lifteen 
)X'ars.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  learned  the 
carpentei's  ti'ade,  at  the  expiration  ot  a  three 
)'ears'  a|)prenticcship  going  to  work  as  a  jour- 
neyman. In  1N39  he  i"emo\ed  to  lJans\ille, 
where  he  worked  in  the  \  illage  loi'  two  )ears. 
Later  he  became  a  contractoi',  building  many 
houses  and  churches.  In  1859  he  came  to 
(Jssian,  and  went  into  the  lumber  business,  in 
which  he  was  engaged  to  the  close  of  his  life. 
He  was  laigel)'  interested  in  shii)|)ing  lumber; 
and  in  connection  with  his  business  owned  a 
large  i)laning-mill,  where  he  ilid  job  work. 

(Jn  W'asliington's  Hiithda}',  I'\'bruar)'  22, 
1844,  .Mr.  (jciger  marrietl  Miss  iLlizabeth 
Haas,  daughter  of  William  Haas,  a  carpenter 
and  joiner  of  Uansville.  Mrs.  Ciciger,  who 
was  the  eklest  of  a  famil)-  of  ten,  came  to 
Dans\'ille  with  her  jjarent^  from  her  nati\e 
place  in  Northijmberlaiul  Count)',  Penns)l- 
vania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haas  were  resjiected 
members  of  the  I-^nglish  Lutheran  church  at 
Dans\'ille.  The  father  passed  awa)'  at  the  age 
of  eighty-one,  and  the  mother  lix'cd  to  be 
eighty-two.  In  politics  Mr.  (ieiger  was  a  firm 
Democrat.  He  was  a  prominent  meml)er  of 
the  Lutheran  church  of  lJans\ille,  with  which 
Mrs.  Geiger  is  still  connected,  ami  long  offi- 
ciated as  Trustee  and  Lltler. 

Mr.  Geiger  was  a  man  of  wealth,  ac(|uired 
by  his  own  abilit)'  and  excellent  management. 
He  owned  at  the  time  of  his  demise  about 
three  thousand  acres  of  land,  and  wa>  reputed 
to  be  woitli  a  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
combined  wealth  of  character  represented  bv 
Mr.  aiul  Mrs.  (jciger,  securing  l<ir  them  the 
unbountleil  respect  of  a  large  circle  of  friends 
and  aci|uaintances,  cannot  be  o\eiestimated. 
Mr.  Geiger  was  one  ol  the  incorporators  ol  the 
Citizens'  Bank  of  l)ans\ille,  and  a  Director 
from  the  beginning.  His  fel  low -oflicials,  with 
deep  regret  announcing  his  death,  at  the  age 
ot  sc\'ent\'-six  )ears,  justl)'  spoke  of  him  as 
"a  man  \sho  possessed  more  than  ax  ciage  acute- 
ness  in  his  ])erceptions  ot  busincNS  interests, 
strictl)'  just  aiul  honorable  in  all  his  dealings, 
antl  of  a  kindl)'  disposition." 
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'I'll is  brief  sketch  is  happily  supplemented 
by  poitraits  of  All',  aiul  Mrs.  Geij^ei",  which 
meet  the  e\e  til   the  leader  on  adjoin iiii:^  pa[;es. 


RANK  B.  SMI'J'H,  editor  and  propri- 
etor uf  the  I L  ialii  ami  ^Jcivs  of  Terr}', 
N.Y.,  a  progressive  and  influential 
weekly,  was  born  in  Warsaw,  Wyominj^' 
County,  February  6,  1855,  son  of  lulgar  K. 
and  Harriet  (Rowe)  Smith,  and  granelson 
on  the  paternal  side  of  Kdgar  Smith.  II is 
father,  by  trade  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  re- 
sided in  J5uffalo  in  early  life,  but  later 
bought  lantl  in  the  village  of  Warsaw,  which 
he  divided  into  village  lots,  and  upon  which 
he  realized  a  good  ])rofit.  Kdgar  Smith  is 
now  living  a  retired  life  in  a  pleasant  home 
in  Warsaw.  The  chiklren  are  as  follows: 
l{mmogene,  wlio  married  Leonard  Watrous, 
and  lives  in  the  town  of  Warsaw;  i'Ved  J'^, 
who  married  Florence  Hardy,  and  is  also  a 
resident  of  W^irsaw ;  and  Frank  H.,  whose 
name  is  fountl  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 

Frank  W.  Smith,  after  receiving  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Warsaw,  went  to  work 
at  the  printing  business,  and,  ever  ready  to 
make  the  most  of  his  opportunities,  acquireil 
at  the  same  time  some  knowledge  of  editorial 
work.  He  ukuIc  his  first  business  venture  in 
Castile,  in  com])any  with  Mr.  A.  Gaines,  as 
publishers  of  the  W'tLkly  Castiliaii^  the  firm 
name  being  Gaines  &  Smith.  After  a  year 
Mr.  Smith  sold  out  the  business  to  his  part- 
ner, and  then  established  the  Wyoming  lira, 
a  bright  weekly,  ami  after  two  years  went 
t(j  I'lushford,  Allegany  County,  N.Y.,  where 
he  instituted  the  Rushford  Spectator,  a  very 
successful  paper,  which  he  continued  to  ]3ub- 
lish  for  six  years.  In  Rushford,  Mr.  Smith 
built  himself  a  pleasant  home,  but  later  sold 
his  interests  there,  and  returned  to  Warsaw. 
He  then  bought  one-half  interest  in  the  Wy- 
oming County  TiiJiLi,  and  after  one  year  took 
advantage  of  an  oi)i)ortunity  to  purchase  the 
Canisteo  J'tincs,  a  weekly  ])aper,  which  he 
conducted  for  six  years  with  the  marked 
ap[jreciation  of  all  his  patrons.  Up(jn  coming 
to  Ferry  in  May,  1892,  Mr.  Smith  bought  out 
the  //'.■<•/■/)'  y/.vv/A/ and  the   Wcfkly  Xcws, 


consol itlated  the  two  into  one  jniper,  known 
as  the  llcrald  ami  W  \cs,  which  is  Repub- 
lican in  its  politics,  is  one  ot  the  leailing 
political  organs  in  the  county,  and  has  a 
circulation  oi  over  one  thousand  co[iies. 
The  |)ai)er  was  estal)lished  in  1875,  and  is  the 
leading  |)aper  of  the  town.  JJuring  the  sinn- 
mer  season  Mr.  .Smith  ]uild  i ^.hes  a  tiail)' 
paper,  known  as  the  IliraUi,  lor  the  es|)ecial 
benefit  of  Silver  Lake  Assend)]\-  and  the 
sunnner  resort  at  Siher  Lake. 

(Jn  -September  10,  187.S,  Mr.  .Smith  was 
united  in  maniage  to  Miss  Belle  .S.  Wisner, 
daughter  of  .Steplien  and  llannali  (Lalr\mple) 
Wisner,  of  Mount  Monis.  Air.  aiui  AIis. 
Smitli  ha\'e  lost  one  child,  Jt)ie,  but  have  thiee 
childi'eii  now  living,  namely:  lulilh,  born 
Jul)'  24,  1879;  I'-lla,  IjiMii  Alarch  7,  1881; 
Benjamin    llariison,    born   October  8,  1888. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  Consolation 
Lodge,  No.  404,  A.  iSc  A.  AL,  of  ]'err\-,  and 
of  Crystal  Salt  Lodge,  Independent  C)i"dei-  (jf 
Odd  l-'ellows,  No.  505,  of  \Varsaw.  He  has 
been  a  successful  prdilisher  foi"  twenty  years, 
and  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  honorable 
and  fair  in  all  his  dealings,  with  the  best  of 
business  credit.  fiugal  habits  and  hard 

work  he  has  acquired  a  frar  com|)etenc\', 
a\'ei'aging  well  with  the  counti  )'  publ  isher  in 
general.  He  started  with  no  capital,  and  has 
succeeded  by  his  (nvn  able  efforts.  He  is  a 
man  of  an  active  aiul  progressive  spirit,  and 
his  iniluence  is  alwa)s  exerted  on  behalf  of 
the  mateiial  welfare  and  nioial  aihanceinent 
of  the  community 


rA;/ILLIAAI  HI'NRV  NORTON  is  a 
11)%/  well-known  and  highly  successful 
farmer  and  grain  and  proiluce  mer- 
chant of  the  town  of  Springwater,  Lix  ingston 
County,  N.\'.  His  father,  John  ]i.  Norton, 
studied  medicine  in  Auburn,  and  after  gradu- 
ating, came  to  Springw;iter,  and  on  l''ebiu:iry 
20,  1820,  bought  a  large  tract  of  land  on  the 
spot  where  the  village  now  stands.  .At  th:it 
time  this  region  was  all  a  wild  iorest,  and  at 
first  he  hewed  the  trees  and  cleareil  a  portion 
of  the  land.  Then  he  ceased  that  kintl  of 
labor;  and,  though  he  did  some  farming,  grad- 
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ually  lie  disposed  of  much  of  liis  land,  thereby 
acciuiring-  a  competeiic}',  and  tlevoted  himself 
chiefly  lo  the  practice  ol  meilicine.  As  Dr. 
Norton  was  the  only  jjliNsician  in  this  district, 
his  jiractice  necessarily  extended  over  a 
large  area;  and  tlurini^  his  long'  period  of 
active  service,  sixty  years  or  more,  he  was  one 
of  the  best-known  men  in  the  country  round 
about.  lie  was  greatly  heloxed  on  account 
of  his  kiiul  and  gerierous  nature,  his  strict 
lionest}'  in  small  as  well  as  great  matters, 
and  the  fine  and  true  cpialities  which  endeared 
him  tij  patient  and  neighbor  alike.  Dr. 
Norton  calletl  himself  a  Whig,  but  later  he 
was  a  loyal  Republican  in  his  |)olitical  opin- 
ions. He  was  an  anti-iMascni,  and  was  a 
mendxT  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Dr. 
John  1^.  Norton  married  June  8,  1823,  Miss 
Jane  Marvin,  a  daughter  of  (jne  of  the  early 
settlers  in  this  region,  a  stanch  Methodist, 
who  used  to  entertain  tlie  ciicuit  riders  at 
his  home,  heeding  the  scriptural  injunction  tc 
"  use  hos|)ital ity  without  grudging."  Such  a 
man  couUl  not  fail  of  the  regard  of  many 
friends.  Mr.  Marvin  spent  his  last  years 
in  Springwater,  and  died  in  1845.  Mrs.  John 
B.  Norton  was  one  c)f  a  family  C)f  six  children; 
and  she  lived  to  [jring  up  eight  of  her  own, 
namely:  Levinna,  who  married  Mr.  C.  Y. 
Andrus  (deceased),  John  M.,  Ashur  B., 
Solomon  G.  (deceased),  Oscar  M.,  William 
11.,  Juliette  (deceased),  and  Aaron  M.,  also 
no  longer  lixing.  Mrs.  Norton  died  at  the 
age  of  tifty-se\en  un  a  farm  in  the  town  of 
Springwater,  two  miles  below  the  village, 
which  was  i)urchased  by  her  husband  in  1 85 1. 
She  was  an  earnest  membei"  of  the  Methodits 
church,  in  which  she  had  been  brought  up. 
Dr.  John  H.  Norton  died  on  his  old  home- 
stead, August  29,  1878. 

William  II.  Norton  was  born  in  Spring- 
water,  August  [5,  1840,  and  was  named  after 
the  President  then  in  office,  William  Henry 
Harrison.  He  was  educated  at  the  district 
school  and  at  the  Lima  .Seminary,  and  as- 
sisted his  father  later  on  the  farm.  He  early 
developed  shrewd,  keen  business  traits,  even 
at  thirteen  carr)  iiig  on  business  for  himself ; 
and  at  hfteen  his  note  without  indorsement 
was  considered    reliable   on    the   occasion  of 


buying  a  ilvck  i>(  seventy-hve  sheep.  At 
nineteen  he  purchased  liis  father's  farm,  wliich 
containetl  two  hundred  and  tweuty-five  acres 
of  land  I)elow  the  \illage.  /Xbuut  thirty 
years  later,  in  189O,  he  sold  it  for  ten  thou- 
saiul  dollars,  purchasing  a  small  farm,  on 
which  he  built  a  house  and  barn.  Not  long 
afterward  he  sold  that  ])lace,  and  bought  the 
land  which  he  now  holds.  This  estate  is 
about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  in 
three  farms,  lia\'ing  tuur  houses  and  six  barns, 
including  his  beautiful  dwelling  on  the  main 
street  of  the  village,  which  is  considered  the 
handsomest  house  in  town. 

Mr.  Norton  makes  a  specialty  of  sheep- 
raising,  keeping  fine  registered  stock  of 
Shropshire  and  Ilamijshire  breeds,  and  also 
deals  in  the  best  Durham  cattle.  He  owns 
another  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
in  Canadice,  known  as  the  Tarbush  farm; 
and  this  he  oversees  entirely  himself.  Mr. 
Norton  is  one  of  the  })roininent  shipping  mer- 
chants, tlealing  in  !  ay  in  large  quantities, 
sometimes  sending  out  from  three  to  si.x 
thousand  tons  a  year,  besides  grain  and  gen- 
eral produce  in  the  same  proportion.  Young 
men  starting  out  on  a  business  career  would 
do  well  to  study  the  methods  which  are  fol- 
lowed by  this  enterprising  financier. 

On  the  24th  of  August,  1870,  Mr.  Nor- 
ton was  married  to  Miss  Alice  Wooden,  a 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  'I.  J.  O.  Wooden,  a 
Methodist  preacher  of  the  (lenesee  Confer- 
ence, well  Ixiiown  throughout  the  tlistrict  as  a 
powerful  man  in  the  [nilpit  and  a  very  suc- 
cessful revivalist.  ]\lrs.  Norton  received  her 
education  at  the  Lima  Seminar)',  where  she 
was  graduated,  ami  is  a  musician  as  well  as 
an  intellectual !)■  culti\'ated  woman.  .She  has 
one  biotlier,  In'ing,  who  is  a  physician 
living  in  California.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norton 
have  three  children  —  Lillian  M.,  who  is  at 
the  normal  school  in  Geneseo,  and  is  a  grad- 
uate of  tlie  musical  department;  Oakley 
Wooden,  now  in  the  normal  school,  preparing 
for  a  business  career  as  a  law)'er;  and  ICthel 
L.,  the  youngest,  who  is  now  attending  tlie 
public  school  in  .S|jringwater. 

Mr.  William  H.  Norton  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican; but,  although  he  is  a  popular  man 
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in  public  affairs,  antl  has  been  solicited  for 
various  offices,  he  is  nut  an  office-seeker,  and 
holds  no  office  at  present.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Norton  and  their  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  church,  and  take  an  active  interest 
in  its  work  and  in  the  Sunday  school,  in 
which  Mrs.  Norton  has  been  a  teacher,  and  oi 
which  her  luisband  was  for  many  years  super- 
intendent. He  is  also  a  Trustee  of  the 
church.  !■>     I  k.  >>'.'  - 


'AM1-:S  II.  VAN  ARSDALE,  a  promi- 
nent business  man  of  Castile,  Wyo- 
ming Coimt}',  N.Y.,  was  born  in  Ca- 
yuga CoLUity,  August  2,  1845,  being 
the  only  son  of  Abraham  and  Maria  (  Noxon) 
\'an  Arsdale,  and  a  grandson  of  Isaac  Van 
Arsdale.  The  grandfather  was  born  in  New 
Jerse}',  ancl  spent  his  early  days  as  a  farmer  in 
that  State.  lie  later  removed  to  Virginia, 
and  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  and  a  num- 
ber of  slaves;  but  subsec|uently  he  sold  his 
land,  and  in  1833,  taking  his  slaves  with  him, 
journeyed  with  his  family  to  New  York,  where 
he  hatl  previously  bought  land  in  Cayuga 
County.  The  journey  to  their  new  hcjme  was 
made  with  two  four-horse  teams,  some  of  the 
family  riding  horseback.  lie  died  when  sixty 
years  old,  his  wife  being  about  the  same  age 
at  the  time  of  her  tleath.  He  was  a  Demo- 
crat and  a  member  of  tlie  Presbyterian  church. 
They  had  nine  childi-en,  ail  of  whom  returneil 
to  the  Nortli  with  tlieii'  jiarents.  Tliey  were 
as  follows:  Mar)',  hd i/.Ld)eth,  Abraliam,  Van 
Doren,  Andrew,  John,  William,  Henry,  and 
Margaret. 

.Abraham  \'an  Arsttale  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  New  Jersey,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  \'irginia.  He  settled  with  his  father 
in  Ca}uga  County,  and  there  purchased  a 
farm,  wliich  he  sold  in  1847,  and  bought 
ninety  acres  of  land  in  Castile.  After  seven 
years  he  soKl  that,  and  |)urchased  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  near  by  in  the  same  town. 
On  this  estate  he  resided  for  se\'criteen  )'ears, 
remodelled  the  buildings,  and  made  many 
in'iprovements.  Later  in  life  he  removed  to 
the  village,  and  there  died  at  the  age  ol 
sevenl)-five   }-ears.     His   wife,    who    is  still 


living,  was  born  in  Duli.hess  Cmint)",  anil  was 
the  daughter  of  William  ;iiul  Ruth  (Brouiiell) 
\i)\iin.  Ill  1845  William  Noxon  and  liis 
wite  settled  in  the  tuwn  ot  Castile,  wln.-re  he 
became  a  proS[>ei"cius  man.  While  living  in 
Ca)'uga  Count\',  he  wa->  1  nspeclor  ot  the  State 
prison  at  Aulmin.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
se\ent)'-six,  antl  his  wife  lived  t<.)  be  ninet)'- 
two  }'ears  old.  'l"he\'  had  se\'eii  children  — 
Maida,  I'di/a,  Helen,  haiieline,  I'hebe, 
Lellitia,  and  Robert.  Mr.  and  Mis.  Abraham 
\'an  Arsdale  li  id  two  eli  i  Idren -■  - the  daughter, 
I.ida,  married  Dr.  S.  C.  Smith,  of  Ca>tile, 
who  died  at  tile  age  of  fift\  -nine,  lea\  ing  his 
wife  witli  one  child,  \'an  R.  Smith;  James 
H.  is  tlie  subject  of  this  sketch. 

James  II.  \'an  Arsdale  was  educated  in  the 
district  schoiil,  after  which  he  entered  a  drug 
store  as  clerk,  ami  assisted  also  in  the  Castile 
Bank.  In  1S74  he  bought  the  fLuiiiture  and 
undertaking  business  ot  J.  W.  True,  and  in 
1S91  built  a  fine  brick  block  on  Main  Street, 
two  ilo(jrs  of  which  he  occupies  in  additi(jn  to 
the  former  store.  In  1872  he  mairieil  Clara 
Davis,  who  was  born  in  Gainesville,  Novem- 
l)er  2,  1849,  ilaughter  of  Giles  A.  and  M. 
Jliuc  (Stevens)  iJavis.  Giles  A.  Davis  was 
!)orn  in  I'relde,  Cortland  County,  and  was  the 
son  of  )nel  ami  Resign  (Hinman)  Davis  and 
grandson  (jf  John  Davis.  John  was  a  nati\'e 
of  Connecticut;  and  his  son  Joel  remt)\ed  to 
Preble,  N.\'.,  and  in  1827  bnught  one  hun- 
tlred  and  (_d ^lit \ -fi\'e  acres  of  luw  kiml  in 
Gaines\ille.  In  his  old  age  lie  retired  tinin 
;utive  life,  re.-iiding  in  Castile,  li\ing  to  bj 
n  iiiely-tliree  }'ears  old.  lie  had  >e\-en  chil- 
dren Pm  i  I)',  Amanda,  Ann,  Ivsther,  Joel 
(r.,  (jiles,  and  Charles  .\.  Giles  A.  D.i\is 
was  educated  at  the  tlislrict  school,  at  Perry 
Academy',  and  at  a  pirivate  scho(d  in  l'a.->tile 
taught  by  Da\-is  W.  Smith,  and  later  eu- 
gagetl  in  farming,  carrying  on  a  i)lacksmith- 
shop  and  carriage  facloi\',  and  (iealing  exien- 
si\ely  in  wool.  He  has  also  been  lar;^el}' 
interested  in  the  Castile  Hank,  and  in  18S2, 
in  connection  with  George  P".  Pierce,  erected 
the  new  building  on  the  corner  ot  Main 
and  Chaitel  .Street.  In  1845  he  married 
M.  [ane  .Stevens,  a  native  ot  Pima,  N.\'.; 
and   they  had  two  children      Clara,  the  wite 
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of  the  subject  (if  this  sketch,  and  lulward 
]•:.  iJavis. 

Mr.  and  Mis.  \'aii  Arsdale  have  six  chil- 
(h-en,  namely:  Afai)'  M.,  horn  July  39,  1873; 
Ruth  ]•;.  and  lJa\is  l!.,  born  AimW  21,  1S76; 
Charles  A.  and  C'hestei"  A.,  born  Novend^er 
24,  1.S78;  J.  llarr)',  born  Au-u-^t  35,  1S85. 
Mr.  \'an  Arsilale  is  a  iK'uioerat,  ex- ['resident 
of  the  town  corporation,  and  has  beeii  Trus- 
tee of  the  villa-e  school.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  ]'resb}terian  church,  of  the  Maccabec 
l.odi;e,  No.  15!,  of  Castile,  and  a  very  ac- 
ti\'e  member  of  the  lire  department.  He 
lias  jjcen  \'er\'  ^uc^■es^fnl  in  his  business 
career,  and  is  also  iirom i ncnt  in  town  alfairs, 
hiddiuL;'  a  hiL;"h  place  in  the  re-artl  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens. 


YJ^Tl'ZI'KfAII  Al.IJ'.N,  son  of  John 
1 1  I  Allen,  a  inoneer  settler  of  Livinjj;- 
I  [9'  I        ston  Count}-,  New  \'ork,  was  born 

 ■  in   the   town   of   :\dams,  Jefferson 

County,  July  10.  1821,  and  died  at  his  home 
in  Geneseo,  \.\'.,  Jul)'  8,  1887,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  }'ears,  lackini;'  two  daws.  His  father, 
who  was  of  Connecticut  birth,  removetl  to  this 
State,  livini;-  for  a  while  in  Jefferson  County, 
but  afterward  came  to  LivinL;'ston  County, 
and  settled  in  I'orta-e.  His  third  and  final 
reniox'al  was  to  Southern  Wisconsin,  where 
he  bi)ught  a  small  farm,  and  carried  on 
general  husbandr)'  thiough  his  rc'maining 
years. 

He/.ekiah  Allen  was  one  of  a  numerous 
family  of  chihlreii  l)orn  to  his  parents  in  the 
town  of  Ailams.  When  his  fatlier  migrated 
to  Wisconsin,  he  I'cmaiiK'd  in  this  county, 
and,  coming  to  Ceneseo  with  but  iifty  cents 
in  his  jjocket,  paiti  the  last  penny  he  hatl  in 
the  world  for  lodging,  and  workeil  to  pay  for 
his  breakfast.  He  was  a  bright,  intelligent 
lad,  with  a  district-school  eilucation  and  an 
lionest,  earnest  face,  that  bespoke  his  ireeness 
from  guile;  and  he  had  no  troulde  in  securing 
work  and  friends.  lie  was  tirsl  cniplo}cd  for 
a  short  time  as  a  farm  laborer  on  the  "flats,'" 
but  \'ery  soon  became  tlie  trusted  servant  ot 
James  Wadsworth,  and  latei'  enlcretl  the  office 
of  that  gentleman  as  a  clerk.     He  was  subse- 


(|uentl)'  engaged  as  land  agent  of  the  estate  of 
William  W.  Wadsworth,  the  deceased  brother 
of  James  Wadswoi  th  ;  and  on  tlie  death  of  the 
original  administrator  of  tliat  pi'operty  he  was 
app(jinted  to  fill  the  vacancy.  He  remained 
in  the  employment  of  the  Wadswiulh  family 
as  financial  agent  for  forty-four  }ears,  they 
refusing  to  accept  his  resignatn>n  even  after 
he  became  an  inxalid.  Mr.  Allen  was  also 
intrusted  v/ith  tlie  management  of  the  estate 
left  b\'  ?\frs.  ^furra}',  a  sister  of  the  elder 
Wailsworth  brothers;  and  this  included  vast 
tracts  iif  land  in  Wisconsin,  tlie  j)roperty 
being  kept  lor  her  smi.  He  was  likewise 
trustee  lor  other  estates,  aiiKnig  them  being 
the  Ar)ault  [iroperty;  and  in  the  tlischargc 
of  the  duties  therewith  connected  lie  gave 
the  utmost  satisfaction  to  all  conccrnecl, 
proving  himself  equall)-  cajiable  and  trust- 
worth)',  his  absolute  integrit\-  never  l)eing 
questioned. 

On  December  8,  1852,  he  was  married  to 
l^olly  ])eniston,  a  nati\'e  of  Tonqikins  County, 
who  was  born  near  Ithaca,  August  15,  1S22. 
They  became  the  parents  of  three  children, 
namel}':  William,  who  dietl  at  the  age  of 
twent)'-two  months;  l-di/abeth;  and  James 
H.,  now  Assistant  Cashier  of  the  Kenton 
Natiojial  Bank,  of  Kenton,  Ohio.  Mr.  Allen 
was  a  member  of  the  Whig  i^arty  in  his  earlier 
da)'s,  but  on  its  abaiulonment  became  a  warm 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Hemocratic 
ixirt)'.  He  attended  the  I'resby terian  church, 
of  which  Mrs.  Allen  and  her  daughters  are 
esteemed  members.  He  was  an  influential 
and  pidd ic-spirited  citizen,  taking  an  activ'e 
interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  village  or  to  the  intellec- 
tual and  moral  adxancement  of  the  com- 
munit}-,  being  for  sex'cral  years  a  member 
of  the  15oard  of  ]M;hication,  and  esjiecially 
connected  with  the  normal  schoiil.  His 
daughter  Elizabeth,  who  inherits  not  a  little 
of  her  father's  force  of  character  and  ability 
in  affairs,  is  a  graduate  of  this  institution 
of  learning,  of  the  class  of  1876.  A  year's 
exiiericnce  in  teaching  has  furtlier  aided  in 
her  de\'elopment,  and  her  culture  has  been 
broadened  by  reading,  stud\',  and  contact  with 
the  world. 
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C(7j|-0HN  O.  WILLKTT,  formerly  a  car- 
riaj^c  huilfler,  and  now  a  very  success- 
ful farmer  of  the  town  of  I'orta^^e, 
LivinL;"st()n  C'ounly,  N.Y.,  was  h(U'n 
on  May  30,  1837,  in  Seneca  County.  His 
father,  Thomas  J.  W'illett,  who  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  was  engaged  in  the  manufactur- 
ing of  carriages  antl  wagons  in  Seneca  County 
until  the  year  1839,  when  he  transferred  the 
business  to  the  town  of  Lima  in  Livingston 
County.  He  remained  at  the  latter  place 
about  twent}'  )'eai"s,  and  then  removed  to 
Mount  Morns,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  tiles,  coritinuing  at  this  occupation 
until  his  decease,  which  occurred  in  1862. 
He  was  a  member  oi  the  Presbyterian  church. 

His  wite,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lhfcbe 
Hrecse,  was  also  a  native  of  New  Jersey. 
They  reared  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are 
now  living;  namely,  John  O.,  Oscar  D., 
Walter  L.,  Lugene  M.,  Josephine  E.,  Ger- 
trude L.,  Robert  A.,  and  George  T.  One 
son,  Alpheus  C,  was  a  soldier  in  the  late 
war,  and  fell  at  the  memorable  battle  ol  Cold 
Harbor.  Oscar  married  Augusta  Ricker;  and 
they  are  now  residents  of  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Walter  L.  married  Kate  Rose,  antl  they 
live  in  Ikiffalo.  He  was  until  recently 
Superintendent  of  the  State  Institution  for 
l'"eeble-minded  Children  in  Newark,  N.J. 
He  is  a  veteran  of  the  late  war,  and  passed 
through  some  of  its  worst  vicissitudes,  having 
been  captured  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness 
and  confined  nine  months  in  the  famous  An- 
dcrsonville  Prison.  luigene  M.  married 
Dollie  Phelps  and  resides  in  Albany.  Jo- 
sephine married  G.  M.  Soverhill,  and  is  now 
living  in  liuffalo.  (iertrude  is  unmarried, 
and  lives  with  her  sister  in  the  latter  city. 
Robert  and  his  wife  reside  in  Brooklyn. 
George  T.  lives  in  Portland,  Ore. 

John  O.  Willett  was  educated  at  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Lima,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  carriage  building  with  his  father.  Later 
he  studied  dentistr)',  but  never  practised  that 
profession.  He  resided  at  Mount  Morris 
until  the  death  of  his  father,  after  which 
event  the  property  was  divided.  He  then 
purchased  a  very  valuable  piece  of  farm  prop- 
erly in  the  town  of  Portage,   anil   erected  a 


spacious  and  substantial  residence,  in  which 
he  now  resides.  Li  1863  iMr.  Willett  mar- 
v\ct\  Sabr,i  Ric]<er,  whose  lather  was  the  late 
Timothy  Kicker,  of  (Juincy,  Mass.  Mr. 
Kicker  dii'd  in  Massticluiset ts  ;  ami  his  widow, 
whose  maidi'u  name  was  Sabra  Ivoberts,  was 
again  iiiarried.  She  and  her  second  husband, 
George  W.  Parrett,  ol  (  )uinc\'.  reino\'ed  to 
?\I(nint  Morris;  and  it  was  at  their  home  tliat 
tile  daughter's  marriage  took  place.  i\Ir.  and 
Mrs.  Willett  have  two  children  — a  son,  P'"red 
1..,  and  a  tlaughler,  liella.  P'red  L.  Willett 
man  ied  Inez  Hurroughs.  Delia  is  the  wife  of 
Maishall  P.  Chafee,  of  the  town  of  Perry, 
and  they  ha\'e  one  child.  Mr.  John  O. 
Willett  has  long  enjoyed  the  respect  of  his 
fellow-townsmen,  who  have  the  greatest  con- 
fidence in  him,  and  ha\-e  called  upon  him  to 
do  his  full  share  of  jjublic  service.  He  has 
been  J^xcise  Commissioner,  Assessor,  and 
Supervisor  of  his  town,  th.e  latter  office  hav- 
ing been  held  by  him  lor  the  years  1887, 
1888,  1889,  and  1890.  He  has  always  ad- 
ministered public  affaiis  with  a  zealous  care 
for  the  be^'t  interests  of  the  general  commu- 
nity; and  his  successful  efforts  have  received 
the  appi'obation  of  all,  irrespective  of  ])arty 
pol  itics. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willett  are  lioth  members  of 
the  Universalis!  chuich;  and  Mr.  Willett  is 
a  firm  atlherent  to  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican part)',  having  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln. 


IIARLP'.S  H.  NICHOLS,  President 
of  the  George  Sweet  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Dansville  and  Director 
of  the  Cummingsville  Plant  Com- 
pany, a  self-made  man  and  a  most  e.xemplai)' 
citizen,  was  born  at  Leicester,  in  the  same 
coimty  of  Livingston,  November  23,  1843. 

His  father,  I'Tisha,  who  was  a  native  of 
New  Juigland,  removed  to  Leicester  while 
yet  a  young  man,  and  worked  as  a  laborer. 
He  married  Julia  Wdiiteman,  and  resideil 
there  until  his  decease  at  the  age  of  fort\- 
se\'en  years.  His  wife,  a  daughter  of  John 
Wliiteman,  was  born  in  PennsyKania,  where 
her   father   was    a    farmer.     Mr.  Whitenian 
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afterward  removed  to  Steuben  County,  New 
^'ork,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Wayland, 
where  he  ae(|uh'ed  a  tract  ol  hind,  which  he 
cleared  and  improwd.  lie  alterward  moved 
to  Sparta,  and  resided  there  lor  many  years, 
then  went  to  Cummingsville,  and  lived  in 
the  \'ieinity  of  the  present  factory,  of  which 
Mr.  Nichols  is  now  Director,  and  remained 
here  until  his  death.  He  reared  a  family  of 
nine  children,,  all  of  whom  attained  their 
majority.  His  daughter  Julia,  Mrs.  Klisha 
Nichols,  rearetl  four  children  —  two  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Her  son  Hiram  died  at 
Leicester,  aged  fort)'-seven.  Mary  Ann 
Niclujls  married  I'di  Moore,  of  Nunda,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  thirt)-three  years.  Alice 
married  Herbert  McW'horter,  a  machinist. 
Mrs.  Nichols  resided  at  Cummingsville  with 
her  son,  Charles  H.,  during  her  latter  years, 
and  was  a  woman  of  remaikable  activity  up 
to  the  time  of  her  decease,  which  occurred 
when  she  was  seventy-one  years  old.  Both 
she  and  her  husband  attendeil  the  Methodist 
church. 

Charles  H.  Nichols  was  left  fatherless  at 
the  age  of  six  years,  and  resided  with  his 
mother  and  grandfather  in  Cummingsville, 
attending  schnol.  At  the  age  of  eleven  he 
began  to  work  upon  a  farm  summers,  and  con- 
tinued his  attendance  at  school  during  the 
winter.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  worked  for 
.Samuel  Williams  in  the  nursery  business, 
where  he  remained  two  years,  alter  which  he 
entered  the  machine-shop  (if  (ieorge  Sweet, 
who  at  that  time  held  the  same  position 
which  ;\Ir.  Nichols  himself  now  hoUks.  Here 
he  worked  three  or  four  years,  and  having 
learned  his  trade  determined  to  try  his  fort- 
unes in  the  West.  He  returned  after  a  so- 
journ of  eighteen  mouths,  and  again  entered 
Mr.  Sweet's  emijlox  as  a  machinist.  He  con- 
tinued steadily  empdoyed  by  Mr.  Sweet  until 
1870,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
foreman  or  superintendent  of  the  works.  He 
continued  thus  until  the  cuncern  was  reorgan- 
izeil  into  a  stoik  CDUipany,  wlien  he  became 
its  IVesident.  'I'hus  fidui  a  poor  apprentice 
boy  Mr.  Nichols  rose  step  by  ste].)  until  he 
reacheil  the  highest  position  possible  to  be 
attaiueil  in  the  concern  where  he  learned  his 


trade.  This  is  trul}'  an  example  of  success 
obtained  through  actual  merit.  His  careful 
attention  to  his  work  and  his  straightfoiward 
manly  wa)s  earl)'  gained  toi'  him  the  appi'o- 
bation  and  firm  triend.-ihip  of  Mr.  .Sweet,  his 
emjdoyer;  and  that  gentleman  always  reposed 
in  him  the  utmost  confidence,  anil  treated 
him  with  unlimitetl  kindness. 

In  1867  Mr.  Nichols  married  Libbie  V. 
Thomas,  tlaughter  of  Mr.  Joseph  Thomas,  of 
Dansville,  she  having  been  born  probably  in 
Sparta,  as  her  father  was  a  carriage  builder 
in  that  place  for  many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nichols  ha\e  two  children  —  Francis  and 
Charles.  Mr.  Nichols  is  a  Democrat  in  jioli- 
tics,  and  is  a  member  and  I'^ltler  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  where  he  has  been  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school  Idv  the  past 
three  years.  Mr.  Nichols  is  known  as  a  man 
of  strict  business  integrity,  antl  possesses 
many  rare  and  estimable  qualities,  which  are 
deeply  api5reciated  by  the  many  who  know 
him.  He  occupies  an  enviable  i)Osition 
among  his  townsmen,  a  natural  reward  antl 
true  recognition  of  honest  merit. 


yrR]a)]':R[CK  A.  SIMONDS,  general 
P  insurance  agent,  owns  and  occupies  a 
pleasant  residence  at  No.  4  Genesee 
Street,  Attica,  N.Y.,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
energetic  and  enter|)rising  business  men  of  the 
town.  He  is  a  native  of  W)'omiug  County, 
Pike  being  the  place  of  his  biith,  which  oc- 
curred November  25,  1850.  He  is  the  only 
son  of  I'].  \V.  R.  Simonds,  a  miller  of  Gaines- 
ville, and  a  grandson  of  the  late  .Salmon  Si- 
monds, wdio  was  born  in  this  State  in  1782, 
and  settled  in  W^yoming  Count\'  wlien  it  was 
in  its  original  wildness.  Salmon  Simonds 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  reared  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children;  antl  of  these  K.  W.  R., 
the  father  of  him  of  whom  we  write,  and  one 
sister  are  the  only  surviving  members. 

E.  \\'.  R.  Simonds  was  born  October  12, 
1825,  and  after  attaining  his  majorit\'  was 
unitetl  in  wedlock  with  Mary  llutton,  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Harriet  (  Watrous) 
llutton.  Her  paients  in  their  \ounger  )'ears 
were  tarmers  and  hoteCkeepers  in  this  section 
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of  the  State.  ]?oth  lived  to  an  advanced  age, 
l\Ir.  llultdii  (l)'in,L;  at  the  age  of  eighty-fue 
years  and  his  wile  at  tlie  age  of  eiglity-si\ 
years.  'J'hree  cliihhen  were  horn  to  Mr.  and 
i\Irs.  1'-.  W .  R.  Siinonds,  namely:  ]'"rederiek 
A.;  Celia,  who  tlied  at  the  age  of  four  years; 
and  h'Ua,  the  widdw  of  George  Knapp. 

Young  h'rederiek  was  the  recipient  of  excel- 
lent etlucational  advantages,  after  leaving  the 
tlistriet  school  attending  the  Pike  Seminar\', 
a  \vcll-kiu)wn  institution  of  learning.  When 
sixteen  years  of  age,  he  began  to  learn  the 
Iraile  nf  harness-making  and  buggy  trimming, 
and  worked  at  it  steadily  for  five  years.  In 
l)ecendx'r,  1S7.?,  at  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
he  became  Deputy  Postmaster  under  A.  J. 
Lorish,  and  retainetl  the  position  thirteen 
years.  The  following  two  years  Mr.  Simonds 
was  engaged  in  tlie  retail  grocer's  trade,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  profitably  emj^loyed 
as  sewing  machine  and  general  insurance 
agent,  carrying  on  a  very  successful  and 
lucrative  business,  his  genial  and  courteous 
manners  and  honorable  dealings  with  his 
patrons  winning  him  an  extensive  patronage 
and  hosts  of  friends. 

On  August  8,  1 87 1,  I'^rederick  A.  Simonds 
was  united  m  marriage  to  Miss  Helen  Ran- 
dall, a  daughter  of  Gideon  and  Adelia 
(Winegar)  Randall,  esteemed  members  of 
the  farming  community  of  Pike.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sinionils  have  two  children  —  a  daugh- 
ter, Ivstella,  the  wife  of  William  M.  Timms, 
of  Broome  County;  and  a  son,  Glen  A.,  a 
young  man  of  eighteen  years,  who  is  still  jnir- 
suing  his  studies.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Simonds  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  religiously  he  is 
a  valued  member  of  the  Methodist 'church. 


"r^R.  EDWARD  W.  SOUTHALL,  a 
=1    \'ery  successful  homteopathic  phy- 
^     J     sician  of  Geneseo,  N.Y.,  was  born 
'  in  P'ngland,  March  5,  185  i,  son  of 

lulward  W.  and  Mary  Ann  (Darby)  Southall, 
both  natives  of  England. 

His  grandfather,  ICdward  Southall,  was  an 
engineer,  having  charge  of  stationary  engines; 
but  his  father,  having  received  a  very  liberal 


education,  became  a  school-master,  and  fol- 
lowed tlu'  piofession  lor  ab(jut  twenty-five 
)'e,irs.  llo  was  also  an  expirl  stenographer 
and  a  tlioioughly  toui | )elent  musician,  being 
at  tlie  eai  l)'  age  ol  sixteen  years  aide  to  leatl 
the  choir  ol  the  Wesleyan  church  in  his 
nati\X'  town  in  laighuul.  In  iS/J  Mr. 
.Southall  einigratetl  to  the  I'niteil  States, 
and  pjcating  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  was  employed 
there  for  a  time  as  a  clerk.  Later  he  re- 
moved to  Huffalo,  N.^'.,  finding  emplo)'ment 
in  the  same  cai^acity,  but  finall)'  engagetl  as 
teaclicr  of  nuisic  and  stenogra])h y,  a  jn'ofes- 
sion  which  he  still  tolluws,  and  in  whiih  he 
luis  Ijcl'u  highly  successful.  He  and  hi.-^ 
wife  reared  four  children,  as  follows:  Mary 
Ann,  wife  of  Mr.  Isaac  Morris,  chief  teleg- 
rapher of  the  Western  P'nion  'Pelegraph 
Company,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Edwaid  \\'.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  lili/a,  tlie  wife  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Marks,  a  collector  of  Buffalo; 
and  Charles  l'\  Southall,  stenographer,  of  the 
same  cit)'.  The  mother  was  a  meml^er  of  the 
Methoilist  church,  anil  died  at  thirty-five 
)'ears  of  age. 

I'alward  W.,  the  eldest  son,  recei\'ed  his 
early  ei  ucation  in  England,  ami  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  }ears,  with  the  consent  of  his 
father,  came  to  the  L'nited  States,  and  en- 
tered the  machine-sho[)s  of  P.  P.  Pratt,  Es(|., 
at  Buffalo,  X.Y.,  where  he  ra[)idly  gained 
knowledge  and  promotion  in  his  business. 
Here  he  remained  initil  1S75,  at  wdiich  time 
he  found  himself  financially  able  to  gratify 
his  long-cherished  desire  to  enter  professional 
life  as  a  ph\ sician,  and  for  that  jjurpose  be- 
came a  student  at  the  Buffalo  University  for 
one  year,  after  which  he  attemled  the  Ho- 
moeopathic Metlical  College  in  New  York 
City  for  the  same  length  of  time,  completing 
his  four  years'  course  of  study  at  Cle\elantl, 
(_)hio,  where  he  gratluated. 

Dr.  Southall  innnediately  commenced  the 
inactice  of  medicine  in  Geneseo,  com- 
ing here  as  an  entire  stranger.  As  a  result 
of  the  skill  and  careful  attention  disjilayetl  in 
all  cases  intrusted  to  his  charge,  he  has  at- 
tained wide-spread  popnhuitw  During  his 
residence  in  Geneseo  he  has  successfully 
lought    and   conipieri'd    manv   ililfuull  cases, 
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thus  creating  amoiijj,'  tlie  citizens  of  the  town 
and,  iiulL-ed,  (;f  the  entire  locality  perfect 
ct)nhdence  in  him  as  "a  reliable  and  safe 
medical  adviser.  In  1872  Dr.  Southall  was 
united  in  marria;^^e  to  Miss  Susanna  George, 
a  lady  of  I'jiglish  birth.  They  have  had  in 
all  six  childien — l'".d\vaid  A.,  a  graduate  of 
the  normal  school,  and  now  a  student  in  the 
Medical  University  of  Bulfalo,  N.Y.;  Flora, 
who  died  in  her  sixth  year;  ICthel  May; 
Ilattie  Flva;  Helen  Gertrude;  and  Horace 
Gladstone. 

Dr.  Southall  is  a  gentleman  of  culture, 
possessing  \aried  information  upon  many 
subjects,  ami  is  extrcmel)'  [lopular  among  all 
classes.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  being  a  member  nf  the  Geneseo 
Lodge,  No.  214,  A.  V.  &.  A.  M.,  and  also  of 
Ke)stone  Ciiaj^tcr,  R.  A.  M.,  of  liuffalo, 
N.V.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  County  Medical 
Societ}',  and  is  a  close  observer  of  all  modern 
and  valuable  discoveries  in  relation  to  his 
profession.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  in  creed  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church,   in  which  he  is  officially  interested. 


G|W,B  jRS.  MARlhHTA  BINGHAM 
-|p/  C)I.D1';R,  daughter  of  the  late 
aJ|l?|  William  and  Betsy  ( Kuapp)  Ring- 
liam,  resides  with  her  brother, 
William  M.  Bingham,  in  their  pleasant  home. 
No.  5  (ieneseo  Street,  Warsaw,  W^yoming 
County,  N.Y.,  to  which  tlicir  parents  re- 
moved thirty  years  iv^n.  The  Bingham  fam- 
ily has  been  well  known  in  these  parts  for 
three-quarters  of  a  century  or  more,  its  pres- 
ent representatives  inheiiling,  it  is  needless 
to  say,  in  a  marked  degree  the  sturdy  virtues 
f)f  their  Xew  hhigland  ancestors.  Mrs. 
Older's  father,  William  Bingham,  was  born 
in  New  Hampshiie  in  1800. 

When  a  young  man,  Mr.  Bingham  left  the 
rock\  hills  of  his  native  State,  and  came  to 
New  X'ork,  settling  in  tlie  town  of  Avon, 
Livingston  County,  where  he  worked  at  the 
carpenter's  trade  with  a  Mr.  Markhani.  He 
subsequentl}'  removed  to  the  town  of  Perry, 
and  there  married  a  Miss  Roe,  who  died  a  few 
years  after,  leaving  two  ehildren,  a  son  and  a 


daughter,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
The  latter,  named  Matilda,  mairied  Daniel 
A.  Knopp ;  and  at  the  age  of  toi  t)'-two  )  ears 
she,  too,  passeil  fiom  e.iith  to  the  life  beyond. 

In  1828  i\Ir.  Bingham  married  Betsy 
Knapp,  who  was  born  in  1811  in  the  l<jg 
house  built  by  her  paniils  m  the  town  of 
Warsaw.  Her  union  witli  Mr.  Bingham  was 
solemnized  in  l'err\-,  where  they  livetl  for 
two  years,  coiuing  from  there  to  Warsaw  in 
1830,  when  their  son  William,  the  first-born 
of  their  houselKjkl,  was  an  iidant.  h^)r  many 
years  they  kept  a  i)ublic  liouse,  (jwning  hotels 
in  Pike,  Portage,  Buffalo,  and  Dansville. 
On  locating  in  Warsaw  Mr.  Bingham  bought 
the  Bingham  House,  which  he  managed  suc- 
cessfully for  rn(jre  than  thirt)'  years.  Dis- 
posing of  that  in  1865,  he  purchased  the 
place  now  owned  and  occu|)ied  b)'  .Mrs.  Older 
and  her  brother  William.  The  dwelling  is  a 
large  frame  house,  one  ot  tlie  oldest  in  tlie 
town,  pleasantly  locatetl  and  in  a  fine  state 
of  preservation.  Mr.  Bingham  died  here  in 
i86g.  His  wife  Bets\',  surviving  him,  lived 
a  long  and  useful  life  of  fourscore  years,  de- 
parting to  the  home  abo\e  MarJi  12,  1891. 
She  was  a  true  Chiistian  woman,  faithful  in 
religious  duty  ant'  a  consistent  member  of  the 
I'lpiscopal  church. 

Of  the  se\en  children  born  t(j  the  parents 
of  Mrs.  Older  three  died  in  infancy;  aiul  one, 
Lucien  W.  Bingham,  died  March  28,  1885, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-tour  years.  He  married 
Lucy  A.  Bangs,  of  (ieoigetown,  who  lived 
l)ut  three  short  months  after  her  marriage, 
dying  y\ugust  15,  1807.  Lucien  W.  Bing- 
ham was  a  man  (jf  more  than  average  aldlity, 
and  was  held  in  universal  esteem  throughout 
the  community.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the 
late  Civil  Wai',  he  promptlv  responded  to  the 
first  call  tor  \'olunleers,  enlisting  in  i\pril, 
1861,  in  the  Twent\-third  New  York  X'olun- 
tecr  Infantry,  which  was  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  II.  C.  Ilolfman.  He  was  made 
Third  .Sergeant  of  Company  K,  under  Captain 
N.  H.  l'"owK-r,  and  was  subsctjuently  pvo- 
moted  for  meiiturious  conduct,  remaining 
with  the  regiment  until  the  cdose  of  the  war. 
The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Bingham  now 
liviiiL;-  are:  William   M.    15in"ham.    who  has 
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been  an  eslcemetl  resident  of  the  vinaf;e  of 
Warsaw  all  his  life;  lluldah,  the  wife  of 
J.  ().  IMcClure,  also  a  resident  of  Warsaw; 
and  Mrs.  Maiiella  Hingiiani  Older,  with 
whose  name  this  brief  sketcli  begins. 


"njluKRSON  JOHNSON  was  born  August 
pi      II,   1812,   in   the  town  of  Sturbridgc, 

^  ■■  '  Mass.,  and  comes  of  an  ancestry  of 
which  he  ma_\-  be  [)roud.  His  grandfather, 
James  Johnson,  was  a  New  l^nglaiuler,  who 
serveil  with  distinction  during  the  T^'ench  and 
Indian  and  Re\'olutionary  Wars,  anti  fought 
gallantly  at  'I'iconderoga  and  Crown  Point. 
James  Johnson  married  Miss  Hannah  Hard- 
ing, who  bore  him  three  children,  one  of 
whom,  James,  Jr.,  became  the  possessor  (jf  the 
family  est.ite  upon  the  death  of  his  father. 

The  wife  of  James  Johnson,  Jr.,  was  Miss 
Ursula  Ikdknap,  a  daughter  of  I'eter  Belknaj), 
a  farmer  of  Sturbridge,  and  of  this  union 
seven  children  were  b(jrn,  namely:  Harding; 
limeline,  who  married  Mr.  Darius  Shaw,  of 
I^rimheld,  Mass.;  Peter  and  James,  twins; 
Ursula,  who  married  Cordis  May,  of  Stur- 
Ijridge;  Harriet,  who  married  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Robert  M.  Loughridge;  and  Emerson.  Only 
the  two  youngest  of  the  group,  Hairiet  and 
I'.merson,  ;.re  now  living.  Harriet  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Mount  llolyoke  Seminary,  of  which 
she  was  at  one  time  Acting  Principal;  but 
this  position  she  gave  up  to  take  charge  of  an 
institution  in  the  .South  for  the  education  of 
Indian  girls.  .She  and  her  husband  ha\e 
been  largely  engaged  in  missionary  work,  and 
are  now  li\'ing  in  Texas,  where  Mr.  Lough- 
ridge is  preaching.  Mrs.  Ursula  Johnson  died 
in  the  prime  of  her  life  and  usefulness,  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty-seven,  in  Sturbridge,  Mass. 

limerson  Johnson,  at  seven  years  of  age 
bereft  of  that  incomparable  blessing,  a 
mother's  love,  did  not  fail  to  receive  from 
his  father  an  extra  share  of  tenderness.  His 
educational  pri\-ileges  were  not  limited  to 
the  common  schools;  but  he  pursued  a  higher 
course  of  study  in  the  Wesleyan  Seminary  at 
Wilbraham  and  in  Monson,  so  that  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  was  entirely  competent  to  take 
in  charge  the  district  scho(d,  engaging  in  the 


■•  l)L'liL;luful  task,  to  ri-ar  die  tciuk-r  tlioiiglit, 

To  IlMlIi  the  \iuin;_;  idea  lu  ^IumiI." 

an  occupatiini  he  puisiied  lor  some  )ears,  after 
which  he  retiniied  to  the  old  homestead,  and 
remainetl  there  until  iSof;.  In  1 86 1  Mr. 
Johnson  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Re]ire- 
sentati\'es  ol  Massachusetts,  and  in  1865  was 
elected  a  niember  of  the  Senate.  Pefore 
these  honors  were  conferred  uiioii  him  he  had 
held  se\-eral  ofrices  in  his  immediate  localit)-, 
having  served  six  years  as  Assessor,  f(jr  ten 
years  on  the  School  Committee  as  examiner 
ol  teachers.  In  1866  he  came  to  Prightside, 
the  l)eautiful  home  of  his  S(jn-in-law,  Dr. 
James  II.  Jackson,  in  Dansville.  Here  he 
purchased  a  house,  and  after  a  time  he  be- 
came Steward.  While  the  iiew  sanatorium 
was  in  j^rocess  of  building,  he  went  abroad 
and  spent  some  months  travelling  in  Great 
Pritain  and  on  tlje  tontinent. 

Mr.  Jcjhnsoii  marrietl  in  183S  Miss  Hannah 
Arnold,  a  daughter  of  Richard  Arnold,  of 
Sturbridge.  Three  children  were  born  to 
him  by  this  marriage  —  James  A.,  Catharine, 
and  Hannah.  James  A.  enlisted  in  1861  in 
Company  G,  h'ifty-sixth  Massachusetts  In- 
fantry., After  the  battle  of  Newbein  in 
North  Carolina,  being  seriously  ill,  he  was 
discharged,  and  came  home  to  die,  as  he 
thought,  but  recovered,  again  enlisted,  and 
was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Spotts\ Ivan ia 
Court-house,  while  in  temiiorar)'  command  of 
his  company.  Cathaiine  manied  Di'.  J.uiies 
H.  Jackson  (see  sketch  of  James  11.  Jackson, 
M.D.,  on  another  page  of  this  \'o!ume).  She 
is  a  graduate  of  the  New  ^'ork  Woman's 
College,  and  is  in  acti\e  practice,  assisting 
her  husband  at  the  sanatorium.  The\'  have 
one  son.  Dr.  James  Arthur  Jackson,  who  is 
business  manager  of  his  father's  establish- 
ment. Hannah  Johnson  married  1-".  W. 
Ilurd,  and  has  two  children  —  h'aiiii}-  and 
Anna.  Mrs.  Hannah  Johnson  died  in  1844 
at  twenty-eight  years  of  age.  Mr.  Johnson 
marrietl  for  his  second  w  ife  l'\anny  L.  Piown, 
a  graduate  of  Ilolvoke,  who  had  been  a 
teacher,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Prown,  of  liloomfield.  Conn.  Two  children 
were   born   ol    this   union,   one   of   whom,  a 
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(laui^litcr,  I,uc\',  lived  to  maturit)-.  She  mar- 
ried Mr.  Sinalley,  of  Atchison,  Kan.,  and  is 
ihic  mother  of  six  chii(hen  —  Oi'ton,  Cath- 
erine, Sarali,  I'jiierson,  Mary,  and  Merwin. 
The  ^aand-dau<j,iitei-,  l'"ann)'  llurd,  married 
lIuL;h  ih-o\vn,  and  went  with  her  husband  as 
a  medical  missionarN'  to  Cdiea,  hut  returned 
to  Southern  C'al ifi)rii ia,  wIumx'  they  are  how 
practising'  medicine.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren—  Donald  and  A^nes. 

In  political  faitli  Mr.  hjuerson  Johnson  is 
a  Republican,  an  evidution  from  the  "old 
line"  Whi^'.  It  is  the  lot  of  few  men  to  see 
so  many  of  his  children  occupyinj^  honorable 
and  emiabie  positions  as  he  has  done.  An- 
other page  presents  to  view  a  portrait  of  this 
{gentleman,  who,  lil<e  Tenn\ son's  King 
Arthur,  "has  worn  through  all  the  track  of 
years  the  white  flower  of  a  blameless  life," 
and  may  here  be  set  down  as  an  example  of 
our  American  noiji  lity. 


.XMl'I'l.  R.  XiC'ilOI.S,  who  has 
hmg  been  identihed  witli  the  farm- 
ing interests  nf  Wyoming  County, 
has  resided  at  his  present  home  for 
se\ent\'  \eais,  and  has  gained  an  excellent 
rei)Ulat  ion  as  an  hduest,  upright  business  man 
and  a  true  and  hiwil  citizen.  ills  farm  is  1(j- 
cated  ill  the  snuth-castein  part  nf  the  town  of 
Attica,  being  the  homestead  property  which 
his  fathei',  Zadoe  k  Xichols,  Ji". ,  wrested  from 
the  wildernes-.  Mr.  Nichols  was  born  in 
Oneida  County,  N.\'.,  .August  3,  1820,  and  is 
the  woithy  descendant  of  a  hero  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War. 

Zadock  Xich(ds,  .Si-. ,  his  paternal  grand- 
father, was  born  in  Ireland,  and,  having  emi- 
grated from  there  to  Boston  prior  to  the 
Re\'()l ut  ion,  assisted  at  the  memorable  Tea 
Part)'  in  the  harbor,  on  the  evening  of  iJecem- 
ber  16,  1773.  lie  was  an  active  particijjant  in 
the  battle  of  ISunker  Hill,  and  ser\ed  through- 
out the  subsecpient  seven  \eai's'  sti'uggle  for 
independence  under  the  command  of  (ieneral 
Washington.  lie  had  a  family  of  six  children, 
four  sons  and  two  daughters.  Luther,  a  mer- 
chant in  .Massacliusetts,  leaiecl  a  family  of 
thirteen  chihheu.     .Stephen,   a  lalioiing  man. 


who  spent  liis  life  in  the  oM  Ha\'  .State,  was 
the  father  ot  twelce  children.  iJaxid,  also  a 
laooring  man,  reared  nine  thildieii.  Zadmk, 
Jr.,  was  the  lathei'  of  .Samuel  R.  Calista,  a 
spinster,  who  li\ed  to  the  age  ot  nine'ty  \ears, 
was  a  silk  weaxei',  and  used  to  raise  llie  silk- 
worms, hiring;  people  to  piek  tlie  leaxes  lor 
them  to  eat.  iier  sister  ikisha  died  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  )ears.  The  ekler  Zadoek  Nichols 
lived  to  celebiate  his  one  hundied  and  first 
birthday,  arid  on))'  six  mouths  pi  ioi'  to  his 
decease  cut  cord  wood,  on  the  mountain  side, 
in  l^rimfield,  Mass.,  wheie  lie  had  made  his 
home  for  many  )'ears.  llis  wile  died  at  the 
age  of  fourscore. 

Zadock  Nichols,  Ji-. ,  was  born  in  i^rimfield, 
June  8,  1785,  and,  on  Iea\ing  the  parental 
roof- tree,  went  to  the  Mohawk  \alley  in  this 
-State,  where  on  the  hrsl  da\'  of  the  year  1815 
he  married  Melinda  .Maivin.  .Se\en  )'ears 
later,  accompanieil  b\'  his  wife  and  two  chil- 
dren, he  mo\ed  Irom  Ronu',  N.  where  he 
had  li\ed  lor  a  war,  to  .M  iddleltiirgh,  .Scho- 
harie Count\',  the  jouiiK'N'  thilhei"  being  made 
on  an  old-lash  ioned  o\  sled.  In  i'ebruar\', 
1824,  he  bought  oiu-  huiidied  and  lifl\  acres  of 
wild  laml,  which  is  now  included  in  the  ]ires- 
eiit  tarm  ol  his  son  .Samuel,  pa\  ing  li\e  dollars 
per  acie.  lie  was  in  humble  circumstances, 
unal)le  to  pay  cash;  and  Mr.  Nichols  of 
whom  we  wr'e  can  lemember  walking  to 
Ikitavia,  barelooted,  on  I  wo  ili  tferent  oecasions, 
to  carry  the  interest  moiie\-,  the  entire  twent\- 
fi\X'  dollars  at  one  time  being  in  sil\ei',  and 
proving  a  hea\)'  load.  Ihe  produce  of  the 
land  was  then  \  er\'  clieap ;  and  he  once  drew 
seventeen  bushels  of  wheat  se\en  miles  on  an 
ox  sled,  o\er  bare  ground,  ami,  selling  it,  re- 
ceived in  ])ayment  a  pair  of  stoga  boots.  I're- 
daccous  animals  still  ])rowded  dangerously  near 
tlie  forest-girdled  home,  and  in  one  niuht  of 
1828  sevent}'  sheep  on  this  larm  were  kilk'd  b\' 
wolves.  Here  the  f,ither  spi'ut  the  remainder 
(A  his  lile,  which  was  su(ldenl\  term  i  n.ited  in 
1849,  the  accidental  upsetting  of  his  -sleigh 
causing  latal  iniuries.  llis  widow  lixed  until 
y\ugust  iT),  1863,  when  iier  remains  also  were 
laitl  to  rest  in  the  rural  cemeter}'  at  Dale.  (  M" 
the  childien  bom  t.)  them  several  died  in  in- 
tanc)',  and  the  bdlowiug  grew  to  mature  \ears  : 


!  J      J.I  •.)  ■ 


i"^  i  '^'1''    t!      ■  I       iw,,  I.    ,  rjJfl -iit.lj-brij.-j 

!  i-  'ii"  '  '  -  I 
V* ;  'ti   •  •• ; 


ri3 


1:  " 


.■■■■.•-.IJII 


■I,', 


J  • 

•  ;:ri 


'I  !'>';.- 


f  ..  ....  : 


>•'!»•■.;;;•;    II . • 


7  ■{■It 


•:A.  1 


.  I 


BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


Alonzo;  Sanuicl  R.  ;  Calista;  Zaclock,  the 
third,  who  was  accitlcntally  killed  ]")cccnibLT 
2 J,  I      ^  ;  aiul  1  Iciii)'. 

Saimitl  K.  was  li\c  years  old  when  his  |)ar- 
eiits  bi'oUL;hl  him  to  the  taini  where,  with  the 
exce|itioii  oi  ti\e  months,  he  has  since  lixed. 
He  reiei\etl  his  education  in  the  t)'])ical  pio- 
neer school-house,  his  seat  being  the  flat  side 
ot  a  slab.  (  )n  (\tober  26,  1848,  he  was 
united  in  maniage  to  J-'idelia  I).  Seribner, 
who  was  brought  from  the  place  of  her  nati\- 
itv,  (lianxille,  Washington  County,  to  Genesee 
("ounl\',  at  the  age  ot  twelve  years,  b)'  her  par- 
ents, .Ml",  and  Mrs.  Jay  Seribner.  They  sub- 
sei|uentlv  remo\cd  to  Attica,  where  Mrs. 
Seribner  depaited  this  life  in  1873,  and  her 
husband  on  the  9th  of  September,  1875. 
Their  othei' children  are  as  follows  :  Mrs.  15et- 
sev  Rich,  of  Trumbull,  Ohio;  Sarah,  wife  of 
Silas  Noiton,  of  the  same  place;  Alonzo,  a 
fai  niei- in  luigle  ;  Mary  ]-5rakeman  ;  and  Thomas 
Seribner,  an  officer  in  the  army  during  the  late 
Civil  War. 

Seven  children  ha\e  been  reared  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Samuel  R.  Nichols,  all  but  one  of  whom 
are  married.  Sarah  Althea,  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Macaulc)',  has  eight  children.  Calista  is  at 
home  with  her  parents.  Lucy  is  the  wife  of 
lulward  Warner,  of  Corning.  luigene,  who 
carries  on  the  home  farm,  married  Mary  I'ut- 
ney ;  and  the)'  are  the  j^arents  of  three  chil- 
dren. Mar\',  wife  of  Rollin  I^.  Thompson, 
has  one  tlaughter.  Lillian,  wife  of  William 
.Smith,  of  I'err)-,  has  tu-e  children.  Ida,  wife 
ot  ]'"ranklin  .Matteson,  has  one  daughter.  Re- 
ligiously, Mr.  Nichols  is  a  member  of  the  Free 
liaptist  church.  In  politics  both  he  and  his 
son  are  acti\e  members  of  the  Republican 
l)aity,  and  take  an  intelligent  interest  in  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  highest  interests  of  the 
town  and  county  of  which  they  are  esteemed 
citizens. 


VrAY  H-I  I'^^r    TOUSICY,    a  well-to-do 
Y^A/      farmer  of  the  highest  respectability 
in  the  town  of  Portage,  Livingston 
Coimty,   N.\'.,  was  boin  in  Genesee  Count)', 
July  16,    1818.     lie  is  of  New  luigland  an- 
cestry,  his  giandlathei',   John  Touscn',  hax'ing 


been  a  nati\e  of  Connecticut,  as  was  also  his 
father,   yXlonzo  Touse)'. 

John  Tousey  removed  to  Genesee  County, 
New  \'ork,  bi-inging  all  his  cai'lhl)-  posse>>ions 
with  him,  and  worked  out  until  able  to  settle 
himseli  in  lile,  which  he  \'ei"\'  soon  ditl  upon 
a  small  farm  in  the  town  n(  .Stafford,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  death.  Alonzo 
Tousey,  son  of  John,  received  his  education  in 
(ienesee  County,  and  fojlnwcd  agriculture  as  a 
means  ot  li\elihood  all  his  lile.  lie  came  to 
Livingston  Count}'  in  1835,  and  settletl  upon  a 
fai  ni  of  one  hundred  acres  in  the  town  of  Por- 
tage, lie  was  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  suc- 
ceed, and  ere  long  was  in  circunistances  which 
enabled  him  to  erect  a  \ery  comfortable  frame 
house.  This  house  is  still  standing,  and  is 
now  occui>ied  by  his  s(jn.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  first  wife  was  Sally  Adams,  and  the  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  to  them:  Hiram, 
Jane  ]]. ,  (leorge  T. ,  and  William.  Mrs. 
Sail)'  Adanis  'I'ousey  died  when  her  Noungest 
son,  William,  of  this  sketch,  was  t|uite  )'oung; 
and  her  widowed  husband  marrietl  a  second 
time,  the  lady  being  Betsy  Curran,  They 
reared  three  children  —  Thomas,  Martha,  and 
Alvin.  iXlonzo  'i'ouse)'  was  about  nft\-si\ 
)'ears  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  tieath.  lie 
was  a  Deacon  and  a  Trustee  of  the  Methodist 
chui'ch,  his  first  wife  also  being  a  member  of 
that  church. 

Their  son  Williani  was  educated  as  well  as 
was  possible  at  the  district  schools,  ami,  like 
his  father,  ])referre(.l  abox'e  e\ei'\  th i ng  else  the 
inde]-)endent  life  of  a  1. nailer.  At  the  decease 
of  his  father  he  purchased  the  several  interests 
of  the  other  heirs,  and  continues  to  reside  at 
the  old  homestead.  He  married  in  1845  Sarah 
Ik'unett,  daughter  of  Thomas  T.  and  Lets\'  A. 
(Shern.an)  Heimett,  who  came  to  Livingston 
County  in  1818,  and  weie  pioneers.  They 
settled  in  the  town  then  called  Nunda,  and, 
building  a  plank  house,  carried  on  the  clothing 
business,  and  also  operated  a  saw-mill.  The)' 
made  all  of  their  own  clothing,  the  wheel  on 
which  the  women  spun  and  wove  the  malcri.il 
still  being  in  the  possession  of  the  family. 
Thomas  T.  Ik'nnett  died  in  Portage;  and  his 
wife  went  to  Michig.ui,  where  she  passed  the 
remainder  of  her  davs.     Mi',  and  Mrs.  Touse)' 
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have  rcarrd  four  chilcli-en  —  Cornelia,  Kmma 
J.,  Caroline  A.,  and  Lucius  C.  Charles  B. 
and  William  C.  dietl  in  infancy.  Cornelia 
married  Augustine  (]od\vin;  and  they  have  two 
daLiL;'hters  -  I'^clith  (].  and  Grace  T.  Caroline 
married  John  J.  Williams,  and  resides  in 
Michigan.  hjnma  J.  is  still  at  home.  Lu- 
cius C,  the  much  lovetl  son  and  brother,  was 
taken  fiom  the  famil\'  circle  on  October  20, 
i.Si,j4,  while  residing  in  .Michigan.  His  re- 
mains weie  brought  home  and  interred  in 
Hunt's  cemetei")'. 

William  Tousc)'  has  served  tlie  community 
faithfull\-  in  positions  of  trust  and  responsi- 
Idlit)',  ha\  ing  been  Cidlector  and  Poor  Master 
for  man\-  \'ears,  and  also  .School  Trustee.  He 
has  been  a  Republican  since  the  formation  of 
the  jiarty,  casting  his  first  Tresidential  ballot 
for  General  William  H.  Harrison,  and  his  lat- 
est Presidential  \ote  for  Penjamin  Harrison. 
Mr.  Toirse)'  is  a  woithy  re|)i'cscntative  of  the 
prosperous  anil  intelligent  farming  population 
of  W'estern  Xew  \'ork,  whose  ancestors  in  the 
face  of  almost  insui'mountable  difficulties  made 
possible  the  grand  results  which  are  so  plainly 
\-isil)le  throuuhout  the  State. 


'OHN  KLl^IX,  an  energetic,  industrious, 
and  prosperous  farmer,  owning  one  bun- 
dled and  eight\-li\e  aci"es  of  land  lying 
in  District  No.  13  in  the  town  of 
Sheldon,  W)'oniing  County,  X.\'.,  was  born  on 
the  other  side  of  the  broad  Atlantic,  being  a 
nati\e  of  the  town  of  Dehachy,  Belgium,  si.x 
miles  from  the  city  of  Arlon,  where  his  birth 
occurred  in   1S33,  on  the  24th  of  ALirch. 

His  parents,  l-'rancis  and  Catherine  (Leffer- 
iiig)  Klein,  came  to  this  country  with  their 
two  children,  Charles  anil  John,  leaving  Havre, 
P'rance,  in  a  sail ing-\essel,  and  being  forty- 
four  days  on  the  watei'.  ]''i-om  Xew  York  City 
they  came  b}-  canal  to  l^uffalo,  and  thence  to 
Sheldon,  where  the  fathci'  bought  thirty  acres 
ol  woodland,  pa\ing  six  dollars  per  acre. 
Ilax'ing  but  nine  dollars  in  money  when  he 
reached  .SliLddon,  he  luul  to  run  in  debt  for  the 
jjroperty ;  but  with  the  assistance  of  his  two 
sons  he  cleared  and  improved  the  land,  paid 
olf  the  inde])tedness,  and  bought  another  thirty 


acres,  for  which  he  ga\x'  nine  dollars  an  acre. 
On  the  farm  which  he  redeemed  from  the  wil- 
derness ]'"iancis  Klein  li\cd  until  called  to  the 
brighter  world,  April    12,  His  widow, 

Catherine  Klein,  who  outli\ed  him  a  cpiarter 
of  a  centur)-,  retainetl  hei'  faculties  to  the  last, 
and  died  at  the  ad\anced  age  of  ninet)'-one 
years. 

John  Klein,  the  second  of  the  two  sons 
named  above,  obtained  a  gootl  jjiactical  educa- 
tion in  the  countr)'  of  liis  nati\  it\  ;  and,  after 
leaving  the  parental  I'oof,  he  woiketl  out  as  a 
farm  laboier  by  the  )'eai-,  being  four  }ears  in 
the  employ  ot  LphrLiim  Dui'fee,  of  (  )range\  i  1  le, 
receiving  thiity-si\  dollai's  wages  the  first 
year,  filty  dollars  the  second,  se\ent)'-li\-e  dol- 
lars the  third,  ami  the  fourth  }ear  he  was  gi\en 
one  hundred  dol lars  and  a  ]xiir  of  boots.  He 
afterward  worked  tor  his  former  emijlo)'er's 
son,  Burton  Durfee,  nine  months,  receixdnf 
nine  dollars  a  month.  lie  continuetl  thus 
laboring  until  the  death  of  his  father,  the 
highest  compensation  he  e\er  receivetl  haxdng 
been  one  hundred  and  fort)'  dollars  per  \'ear. 
h'orty-fi\e  acres  of  the  paternal  homestead  fell 
to  his  share.  He  paid  his  brother  for  one- 
half  of  it,  and  farmed  on  this  for  tweh'e  )'ears 
before  buying  the  farm  where  he  now  resides, 
which  forms  a  portion  of  his  one  Imiulred 
and  eight)'-five  acres.  This  he  bought  in 
1870,  and  the  f(d lowing  )X'ar  moved  on  to  it 
with  his  family.  Mr.  Klein  carries  on  mi.xed 
husbanch)',  raising  the  staple  grains  of  the 
county,  and  kee|)ing  a  dairy  of  twenty  cows, 
sending  the  milk  to  the  factor)-.  Diligent  in 
his  calling,  honorable  and  upright  in  his  deal- 
ings with  others,  he  is  held  in  high  respect 
throughout  the  entire  communit\',  and  is  one 
of  the  valued  citi/ens  of  the  town.  In  ])oli- 
tics  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat  ;  ami,  religiously, 
he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Roman 
Cath(d  ic  chui  ch. 

Mr.  J(jhn  Klein  was  united  in  marriage  in 
1859  with  Catherine  Redding,  a  native  of  Bel- 
gium. Of  the  ten  children  boin  to  them,  one, 
Lucy,  tlieil  ()ctol)ei'  2(1,  iSSi),  ,it  the  age  of 
eight  )ears.  The  record  ol  the  ollu-rs  is  as 
follows:  Lany,  the  wife  of  Michael  D. 
George,  of  .Sheldon,  has  four  childi'en. 
h'rank,  a  single  man,  resides  in   Bat.ix  ia. 
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ward  lives  at  home.  Mary  lives  in  Batavia. 
J']\a  is  at  home.  /Mhert  is  a  farm  laborer. 
John  resides  oii  the  liomc  farm.  Henry  works 
in  Hata\  ia.  Willis,  a  buy  of  fourteen,  lives  at 
home  with  his  jiaients.  i  j- 


(  3)K()K(;i';  S.  l';\Vy\Rr,  a  highly  sue- 
\  '*)  I  eesstul  farmer  of  droveland,  Living- 
ston  C'onnt},  and  Chairman  of  the 
iJemoeralie  Central  Committee,  was  born  in 
the  abo\e-nameil  town,  January  I2,  1835. 
J I  is  father,  W  illiam  Mwart,  was  a  nati\'e  ol 
C'ounty  .\iinaL;li,  Ireland,  and  was  the  son  ol 
(ieoi-e  and  .Sarah  (Smith)  hiwart,  a  sketeh  of 
whom  appears  also  in  this  work. 

William  Mwart  came  to  /Xmeriea  with  his 
parents  when  he  was  \ery  young,  and  was 
reared  to  agricultural  i)ursuits.  After  attain- 
ing his  majorit\',  he  became  associated  with 
his  brothers  in  laiining,  and  with  them  suc- 
ceeded to  the  ownersliip  of  the  old  homestead, 
l^ycarelul  anti  piudent  li\'ing  he  ac(|uired  pos- 
session of  one  liiunlred  and  forty-four  acres  of 
land,  adjoining  the  old  h(jmesteatl  on  the 
south;  and  hcie  he  resiiled  until  his  decease, 
which  occurred  in  1N51.  llis  wife  was  ]{1- 
\dra  .Stevens,  a  daughter  of  Walter  Stevens, 
and  a  native  of  \'ermont.  Her  father,  who 
was  ln)rn  in  Xew  I'.ngland,  was  a  pioneer  in 
the  ttjwn  of  Riclnnond,  (  )ntaia(»  County,  N.Y., 
where  she  was  learetl.  Mrs.  William  Ewart 
li\'ed  to  the  ad\anced  age  of  eighty-three  years, 
antl  lual  six  children,  as  lollows:  Catherine 
S. ,  George  S.,  Mar\-  C,  Anna,  Jennie  M., 
and  Elizabeth. 

George  S. ,  the  onl)'  son  of  his  jmrents,  was 
educated  at  Temple  Hill  Academy,  Geneseo, 
and,  after  hnishing  his  course  there,  attentled 
the  (ienesee  Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Lima. 
Having  completed  his  education,  he  returned 
to  the  old  homesteatl,  resumed  fainiing,  and 
finall}'  inheritetl  the  property.  He  has  fiom 
time  to  time  atlded  purchases  to  his  fman,  and 
at  the  jjresent  time  is  owner  of  nearly  four 
hunched  acres  of  highlv  culti\-ated  land.  Aside 
from  farming,  lie  has  f(;r  a  nund)er  of  years 
been  in  the  wool  business,  and  for  the  past 
si.x  years  has  successfully  conducted  a  brisk 
trade  in  j/rain  at  Gioxeland  Station.     In  iiS6i 


Mr.  h'wart  married  Marilla  P.  Merrell,  of 
Richmond,  ()utario  Count)',  N.  \',  daughter  of 
Nelson  and  i'oll)'  (Goodwin)  Meriell;  .md  the\' 
ha\e  two  children —  Helen  M.  and  I'annie  ]',. 
ilelen  M.  is  the  wife  of  Orrin  C.  Lake.  l"an- 
nie  IL  married  Muria\'  L.  Gamble,  anti  has 
three  children —  ko\\  M.,  .Mai"\  L. ,  and 
Helen  !■:. 

Mr.  I'^wait  has  al\va\s  l)een  a  Heniocrat  in 
])olitics,  and  cast  liis  fii  >t  Tresidenlial  \  ote  for 
James  liui  lianan.  lie  has  held  \ai  ion-,  otlice^ 
of  public  tru^t,  has  been  Chaiinian  of  the 
Democratic  Centi'al  ('ounnittee  of  Li\ iiig>ton 
Counts'  since  liSN<j,  and  served  nine  \  e.u  ^  a^  a 
UKanbei'  ol  the  (JomU\-  J^oai'd  ol  .Super\isors, 
two  )ears  of  which  he  was  its  Chaiiman.  lie 
was  also  Justice  ol  the  Peace  loi'  tweh'e  \eais. 
lie  is  Loan  Comm is^ionei",  haviug  been  ajj- 
pointed  by  (jo\eriior  Hill,  and  at  present  is 
the  sole  commissioner  in  Livingston  Count\'. 
Ml'.  ICwart  is  also  1  leasuiei'  of  the  Craig  I'^in- 
le[)tic  ColouN'.  Socialh',  he  is  a  most  amialde 
comj)ani(jn,  sNiniJathetic  and  libeial.  He  is  a 
devc)ted  brother  of  the  .Masonic  fi"aternit\, 
being  a  niember  of  Cieneseo  Lodge,  Xo.  214, 
A.  ]■.  c^  A.  M. 


h:XRV  HARRISOX,  a  carriage  man- 
ufacturer of  .Xorth  Centie  .Stieet, 
(ieneseo,  X.\'.,  was  born  in  I'.ng- 
land, October  i;,  1844.  His  parents, 
J  dm  and  Margaiet  (Latham)  llarris(in,  were 
also  natives  ol  l'!ngland,  and  worths'  repre- 
sentatives (jf  that  distinguished  people,  who, 
with  some  faults,  "liaNe, "  it  has  bten  well 
said,  "maiiy  \irtues,  man\'  advantages,  cUid 
the  proudest  liistoi")'  of  the  world.''  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harrison  had  three  cliildien,  uameh: 
two  Sv>ns,  John  and  Henr_\',  and  a  daughter 
Llizabeth,  who  died  in  youth. 

Henry  was  but  six  years  (dd  when  his  father 
died,  and  he  went  to  live  with  his  maternal 
grandfather,  who  was  a  tailor  and  can  led  on 
the  business.  The  lad  attended  schoid  until 
he  was  fourteen,  when  he  began  to  w'(]rk  as  an 
apijrentice,  to  learn  the  tiade  of  gas-|)i])e 
manufacturing,  which  was  then  a  hand  prod- 
uct. He  was  emjdoyed  in  that  business  seven 
)ears;  and  then,  luuing  attained  his  majority. 


,i  !:.-  (  !  J 


1  i 


■  i,Mi 


.1  ■  rl;/  .  : 


!:-■•)  ',n;.,M'!  !  /       /  ifu.'./  ) 

('•■liin':  )    fl;  ■'■/■'   l-ii-    .         .  ) 

'  ■  '     '     i   '  •'■  ■ :      11-.;: '// 
■  .:i     'i-j''  /      :  V\\:\i  vj 

.  :     ; '  i '  J  ■ !  ^  :; ,,    u  '    ',.11  ll'v"' 


■,r.  1!.".!  ■/);■■(  i  I  in 


■7 


I  1  -■ 


II  jin..r-.-/i"i  7/      '  I 'i  .1  '1'.'  ■'■.IV!! 


i .  i ; 


■  ■,;.->!:.  ;.v/-.   KlU  -viiiii.jf    .f..:   \-.  .i.:Jl>':^- 

t:■.,.^i■■.':\  .    •'•i;jM;  .;ff'  jidf  ■l.  iiifi   .  ..j'N.  .:.  tj, 

:  i  ■(  ij;,i;;:i-,Jr-::  !■;;■,'•.-'-  .,)//  ..-j-  ji/j:,  .■  vtii 
...a:...  :':  -jff  ,n«;i::c.ii.'i.r'.»-  ttt(i  \r->ii\^iu>- ,  ■  ■.>'.  -i.)  1 
:  .vcit.rtjJi.  !Ji.-!nM;i:ji-f  ,J.»i;.: r.  i-Jo  -f;;  c  J 
■■>>'.;•'  cii'i'  tiii  ■  .vjtijcj.-i/i.j'  .itlf  ijijjriiiliii  /,i;;.ifl 

i'.v;  ?>rfj  'inl  i^ffji-  .;-'.c:-:/.'fie-.utf  l-fvi-f.         ni  ir'.>u»d 


BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


93 


his  motlici"  iKu  in;^'  i)assccl  away  some  time  pre- 
\  iuusl)',  he  came  tn  Amei'ica.  A tter  work in^" 
for  some  time  in  (ieneseo  at  the  machinist's 
tratle,  which  he  Iiad  leainecl  in  connection  with 
tlie  ;^as-]>i|)e  manufact  ui'e,  lie  houj^lit  u])  the 
propert)',  and  went  into  the  CLii"i"iai;c'  bnsiness 
on  a  small  scale  at  liist,  but  makini;'  his  own 
(lesij^ais,  and  later  de\'elopi ni;'  a  more  e.\tensi\'e 
estal)l  i shnient.  I  lere  he  manufactures  all  kinds 
of  cai'i  iaL^e  httin^s,  and  hue  jj,railes  of  the  lat- 
est jjatterns  in  road  \\aL;(ins,  biakes,  tops,  four- 
in-hands,  besides  a  L;reat  \aiiety  of  fancy 
carriages  and  other  tra\'ellin<;  equipaj^'es.  Mr. 
llairison's  work,  which  is  done  b\'  hand,  the 
materials  beinjj;  ot  tiie  choicest  kinds,  has  now 
become  celebrated  toi"  its  supeiior  tpialities, 
in  all  the  large  cities  of  the  Lbiion. 

This  is  a  nari'ati\e  of  moi'e  than  ordinary  in- 
terest, as  it  shows  what  ma\'  be  accomplished 
!)}■  an  Intel  1  iL;"ent  appi'ehen>ion  of  the  laws 
which  control  mechanical  desi;;!),  coupled  with 
patient  i)erse\'erauce  and  a  ihoi  oui^hness  with- 
out which  peitectioii  camiot  be  attained  in  any 
Work.  l'"ii>m  beini;"  a  poor  l)o\-  in  ICnj^laiul, 
destined  e\entuallv  to  shift  for  himself,  Mr. 
Ilarrison  has  L;one  steadih'  onward  until  at 
lenL;th  he  has  achie\etl  a  deserved  recognition 
ol  his  work  and  its  \-alue.  Perhaps  a  word 
might  l)e  said  in  passing  as  to  the  ad\'antage  to 
be  gained  by  apprenticeship,  which  is  m(jre 
common  in  England  than  in  the  United  States, 
i'he  boy  who  enteis  a  factoi  \-  generally  learns 
but  one  part  of  the  woi'k,  as  in  the  mills  are 
tiunul  sijinners,  wea\'ers,  biinlers,  and  the  like; 
but  the  bo)-  appient iced  to  a  trade,  if  he  has 
intelligence,  learns  the  wlude  business,  and 
becomes  equij)ped  1))'  a  \ai  ieil  knowdedge  which 
is  valuable  in  an)-  tiade  in  which  the  .same 
|)rinciples  are  applietl.  'I'o  such  advantages 
ma\',  perhaps,  be  attributed,  in  a  degree,  the 
business  success  of  Henry  Ilandson. 

Mr.  Ilarrison  was  mairied  on  h'ebruary  23, 
1S71,  to  Miss  Margaret  'ihompson,  of  Gen- 
eseo,  whose  hithei-,  liwell  Idiompson,  has  long- 
been  a  pi-oniinent  resident  of  this  town.  Their 
children  are  Iwn  in  mnnber  -  -  W'i  1 1  iam  II., 
who  has  been  through  the  college  at  Roches- 
lei-,  and  is  now  stud)  ing  law  with  Hubbard  & 
C,o)-ne ;  and  blizabeth,  who  is  in  a  normal 
schoid,   pie|>aring   to  become  a  teacher.  Mr. 


Ilarrison  is  a  member  of  the  Geneseo  Mas(jnic 
Grand  Lodge,  i\o.  214.  He  is  a  trustee  of 
the  \illage,  achocates  Repnblitan  principles, 
and  is  a  mend)ei-  ol  the  episcopal  dencjmiiia- 
t  i(jn.  '        i -  . 


('l'-^)l^<il'-    Kl'MI'   WARD,  who 
I  ^-^^     has  been  foi-  more  than  twcjitN'  )ears 
JJrjX        pastor    ot    the    I'drsl  I'resb\terian 
Church  at  Hansville,  uas  born  in  the 
city  of  Rochester,  .\.  \'. ,  J anuar\- ( ),  1  ,S.pS,  His 
father,    l.e\i   A.    Ward,   antl    his  giandfather, 
also  named  Le\i,  were  nati\-es  of  ( 'onnect  icut, 
w-here  the  latter  was  a  ]jh)-sician   in  the  town 
of  L)-nie.     I  Jr.  Le\-i  Ward  remo\  ed  to  Hergen,' 
Monroe  Count)-,  X.  \'. ,  and  later  t(j  Rochester, 
where   he  w-as   a   pioneer   in    the   pi-actice  of 
medicine,  and  contiiuied   his  ])rofessiona  1  ca- 
reer up  to  the  tiiiie  of  his  decease.     He  leared 
a  large  lam  i  1  \'. 

Le\i  A.  Ward,  son  of  Dr.  Wai'd,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  ])ublic  schools  of  Rochester. 
When  he  was  still  a  \-ei)-  )oung  man,  ami 
Rochester  was  but  a  small  towii,  he  and  his 
brother  Williani  started  in  trade.  In  iS^,8 
they  diss(dved  [)artnership,  and  Le\-i  A.  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  agent  of  the  .bTna  Insur- 
ance C(,).,  of  Hartford,  Conii.,  ha\-ing  the  \-er)' 
first  insurance  ofhce  established  in  Rochester. 
He  contiiuietl  to  rejjresent  this  well-knowii 
conipau)'  until  his  decease,  a  son  assisting  him 
during  his  latter  \ears;  and  the  business  is 
still  carried  on  b)-  a  graiulson  of  its  original 
promoter.  Le\-i  A.  Ward  was  a  verv  proiiii- 
nent  man  in  Rochestei-,  highl\-  successful  in 
business,  and  was  Ma\-or  of  that  cit)-  about  the 
year  ICS55.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty 
)'ears,  esteemed  and  lespected  1)\-  a  lai-ge  circle 
of  friends  and  associates,  leaving  a  widcnv, 
whose  niaiden  nanie  was  Harriet  Kenip.  Mrs. 
Wartl's  father  was  George  Kemp,  who  had 
been  a  w  halesh  i p  (iwner  at  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
b.ngkuul,  and  who,  w  h  i  le  em  igial  i  ng  to  Mich- 
igan, slopped  at  Rochester,  and,  lueeting  some 
old  Iriends,  was  linallN'  inducetl  to  go  up  the 
(jenesee  X'alley  to  (iro\-eland,  where  he  pui-- 
chased  a  faini  know-n  at  the  piesent  linie  as  the 
Ken-ip  farni,  upon  which  he  lesided  for  some 
time.     Later  he  removed  to  Michigan,  where 
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he  dictl  at  the  aL;e  of  eighty  years.  The 
Kemps  were  nienibeis  of  the  Congregational 
cluirch.  llan  ict  was  one  oi  a  large  family,  of 
wliom  seven  are  still  liv  ing.  She  was  the  sec- 
ond wife  of  Air.  Le\  i  A.  \\'arcl,  and  reared  six 
(Hit  of  ele\en  children,  including:  Mary  1-".  ; 
l.e\i  F.,  who  followetl  his  father  in  the  insur- 
ance business;  Cjeorge  Kemp,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  l''rank  A.,  business  manager  of 
Ward's  .Natural  Science  ICstabl ishment,  Roch- 
ester; anil  Herbert  1..,  a  lawyer  of  the  abtjve- 
named  city.  Mrs.  Harriet  Kemp  Ward  still 
resiiles  in  Rochestei-,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three,  and  is  a  mcnd)er  of  St.  I'eter's  I'resby- 
terian  Church  of  that  cit}-. 

(ieorge  K.  Wartl  passed  his  boyhood  in 
R(jchester,  obtaining  his  preparatory  education 
at  the  Geneseo  Acailcni)',  which  he  attended  for 
three  years,  aiul  the  Rochester  Collegiate  In- 
stitute. In  1  864  he  entered  the  University  of 
Rochester,  l)Ut,  after  pursuing  his  studies  for  a 
period  of  six  months,  was  obliged  to  relinquish 
them  for  a  time  on  account  of  illness.  The 
next  year  he  entered  Princeton  College,  class 
of  1869,  was  graduated  at  the  end  of  the 
course,  and  for  a  )car  was  a  private  tutor  in 
Rochester.  He  then  returned  to  l'rincet(jn, 
entering  the  Theological  Seminary,  where  he 
pursued  a  three  years'  course  of  study.  At 
the  end  of  his  second  year  he  was  called  to  the 
pastorate  of  the  l-'ir.-^t  Presbyterian  Church  in 
iJansville.  He,  however,  preferred  t(j  com- 
plete his  theological  coiu'se  before  entering 
u[jon  tlie  arduous  duties  of  a  pastor,  and  was 
not  orclainetl  till  after  graduating  from  the 
seminary.  .Since  .Mr.  Ward  became  pastor  of 
this  church  in  1873  its  membership  has  in- 
creased from  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  to 
over  four  hundred.  The  present  new  structure 
was  erected  in  1891  at  a  cost  of  about  eighteen 
thousand  d(jllars.  With  one  exception,  it  is 
the  finest  church  edifice  in  the  county.  The 
society  is  the  \ery  strongest,  and,  under  the 
wise  guiilance  of  Mr.  Ward,  is  in  a  most  flour- 
ishing contlilion,  liiiancially  as  well  as  spirit- 
ually^ 

In  1873  the  ke\-.  Cicorge  K.  Ward  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Caroline  11  Pier- 
pont,  the  estimable  and  accomplished  daughter 
of  J.  li.  Pierpont,  of   kochcster,  .Secretary  and 


Treasui'er  of  the  Monroe  Count)'  Sa\  ings  Rank, 
and  a  prominent  business  man  of  th^it  cit)'. 
She  was  one  (jf  tour  children.  Mr.  ami 
Mrs.  Ward  ha\e  ti\e  children,  as  fidlous: 
lidward  P.,  Le\i  vXlfred,  Ruth,  Charles 
Sloan,  and  Kenneth  Kemp.  lulward  P.  is 
a  giaduate  of  the  Han.^\ille  public  schools, 
and  now  a  student  at  I'rinceton,  in  the  class 
of  1896,  preparing  for  a  professional  life. 
Levi  Alfred  was  educated  at  the  public 
schoids  of  lJans\illc,  and  is  now  o(.cup)ing 
a  position  as  assistant  book-keeper  in  the 
Merchants'  luul  l''arniers'  National  Rank  of 
Dans\-ille. 

The  Re\'.  Mr.  Ward  lias  alwa)'s  been  a  very 
close  student,  not  only  of  theology  aiul  kindred 
branches,  but  in  other  fields  of  thought  and 
learning.  At  college  he  was  a  member  ui  the 
Delta  Psi.  He  has  dex'oted  considerable  time 
to  literature,  and  this,  too,  with  success. 
Among  his  i)roductions  ma)'  be  ment ioiieil  a 
very  interesting  volume  entitled  "After  Nine 
\'ears, ''  a  history  of  his  class  for  that  number 
of  years  after  graduation.  Later  this  wds  car- 
riexl  forward  in  "The  \'igentennial, "  or  the 
record  of  the  class  lor  twenty  )'ears.  His  last 
publication,  issued  in  1894,  is  a  unique,  taste- 
ful little  vidume  called  "'Phc  Record  of  a 
Lile,  "  containing  poems  appropriate  to  various 
phases  and  events,  such  -is  birth,  bajitism,  i>ar- 
entage,  the  cox'enant  of  niarriage,  and  death. 
It  has  recei\'etl  flattering  notices  from  the 
])ress,  and  has  called  forth  numerous  compli- 
inentary  jjcisonal  letters. 

lJuring  his  long  resitlcnce  in  l)ans\'ille  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Ward  has  alwa)s  taken  a  dcej)  inter- 
est in  social,  moral,  and  political  cjuestions, 
as  well  as  religious  matters,  and  his  influence 
has  been  widely  felt  as  a  pmver  for  good  in  the 
community.  He  is  a  worker  of  untiring  en- 
ergy. His  i)reaching  is  simple,  forcible,  and 
interesting;  ami  his  [)oi)ularit)'  as  a  pulpit 
orator  is  made  manifest  b\'  the  large  numl)crs 
outside  of  its  legular  membership  who  attend 
his  church.  His  long  and  unbroken  connec- 
tion with  his  society  is  suflicient  proof  of  mut- 
ual esteem  ami  uiiarfecletl  lo\e.  jAIis.  W  an!  is 
a  most  able  and  faithful  hel|>er  in  all  iIuulIi 
affairs,  and  is  Presitlent  of  the  Woman .So- 
ciety lor  h'oieign  Missions. 
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VALKNTINK  Wl-LKICR,  a  progres- 
.sive,  prcjspcrou.s,  aiul  enterprising  agri- 
culturist of  \\')()niing  County,  is  the 
owner  of  two  luniilieil  and  sixty-four 
acres  (jf  well-ini[)i"o\ecl  laati,  jileasantly  located 
in  the  town  of  Attica,  wliere  he  carries  on 
general  farming,  stock-raising,  and  dairying  on 
a  large  scale.  lie  was  born  in  1856  in  l^atlen- 
Baden,  which  was  alsi)  the  birthplace  of  his 
parents,  \'alentine  anti  Mary  (Ribzalp)  W'elker. 

The  father  left  (ierniany  in  the  }-ear  1845, 
sailing  from  lla\re,  antl  being  forty-four  days 
crossing  the  ocean.  lie  was  accomi^anied  by 
his  wife  and  si.\  chiltlreii,  and  the  journey  to 
lUiffalo  was  made  \ia  the  canal.  Another 
child  was  born  in  Bennington,  Wyoming 
Count}'.  Valentine  W'elker  was  possessed  of 
means,  and  bought  si\t}'  acres  of  land  in 
Ik'unington,  situated  about  three  miles  west 
of  .Attica.  Si.K  years  later  he  sold  that,  and 
bought  a  farm  oi  eight}'-five  acres  lying  in 
the  south-east  cijrner  of  Bennington,  and  pay- 
ing twent}'-nine  dollars  per  acre.  Here  he 
carried  on  mixed  husbandr\'  until  his  decease, 
which  occurred  in  1884,  when  he  was  seventy- 
fi\'e  years  of  age.  He  accumulated  quite  a 
property,  leaving  an  estate  worth  about  seven 
thou.sand  dollars.  His  first  wife  departed  this 
life  in  1859,  aged  forty-nine  years.  She  bore 
him  se\en  children,  of  whom  four  are  now 
living,  namely;  Henry,  a  farmer  in  Benning- 
ton; I'^li/abeth,  widow  of  Christian  Ripstine; 
J.  Valentine,  of  Attica;  and  Lena,  widow  of 
Coonrode  Dauber,  of  Bennington.  He  subse- 
quently formed  a  second  matiimonial  alliance; 
and  of  that  union  five  chiKlrcn  were  born,  of 
whom  all  are  li\-ing  with  the  exce|)tion  of  a 
daughter  who  died  when  a  miss  of  twelve 
}ears. 

J.  Valentine  W'elker  received  a  good  com- 
mon-school education,  and  did  not  leave  home, 
except  to  worl;  out  three  smnmers,  until  his 
marriage.  He  is  now  the  owner  t)f  two  farms, 
which  he  has  caiiied  on  with  very  profitable 
ix-sults  for  more  than  ihirt)-  \ears.  These  two 
laiius  are  comiecleil  ;  and  he  occupietl  the 
lirick  house  on  ihe  south  half  of  the  estate  sev- 
eral years  belore  moving  into  his  present  sub- 
stantial frame  house,  near  which  are  situated 
the  spacious  ami  con\enient])-  arranged  barns 


and  necessary  farm  buildings  for  successfully 
carrying  on  his  work.  He  keeps  twenty-four 
cows,  sending  the  milk  to  Bulfalo,  has  also  a 
few  sheep,  and  works  six  horses.  (Jn  his  larm 
are  two  huge  orchards,  which  in  former  )ears 
yielded  an  abundance  of  tine  fruit,  but,  like 
others  in  Western  Xew  York,  are  at  ])resent 
nearl)'  barren. 

On  January  14,  18^)3,  Air.  W'elker  was 
united  in  marriage  with  l']\ena  Clor,  a  native 
of  Wyoming  Count}',  and  a  dauglUer  of  yXtlam 
and  Margaret  (Ra}'mer)  Clor,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Ciermany.  Her  father  died  on 
his  farni  in  Urange\'ille  in  18G4,  aged  hfty- 
three  }'ears ;  and  her  mother,  in  1889,  aged 
se\'enty-foui"  years.  .All  of  the  eight  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clor  married;  autl  all 
are  now  living  except  one  daughter,  who  died, 
leaving  three  children.  Six  are  residents  of 
this  county;  but  the  younge.-^t  daughter,  Sarah, 
is  the  wife  of  the  Re\'.  W.  Morle\',  of  P>ea\er 
Falls,  i\.  V.  Tw'O  chilch'en  ha\'e  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welker.  'I'he  eldest,  Willard 
G. ,  is  i^rincipal  of  the  Daltoii  Union  School, 
of  Livingston  County.  He  is  finely  educated, 
having  been  graduated  from  the  Attica  scln)ol 
and  from  the  Buffalo  N  ormal  School.  He 
married  Miss  Jennie  l^aldwin,  antl  the}'  haxe 
one  son  and  one  daughter.  The  youngest  son, 
Arthur  J.  Welker,  a  youth  of  fifteen  years,  is 
still  in  school.  In  politics  Mr.  Welker  afhl- 
iates  with  the  Hemocratic  party;  and,  relig- 
iously, he  and  his  faniilv  are  believers  in  the 
doctrine  of  the  Baptist  church. 


^^ARKLl'Y  MILLl'R,  the  .scion  of  a 
pioneer  family  (jf  Livingston  County, 
is  not  only  the  owner  of  the  home- 
stead ])roperty  on  which  his  father 
ami  grandfatlu'r  first  settled,  but  is  the  ]:)|-oiiri- 
etor  and  manager  of  a  niill  in  the  town  of 
Mount  IMorris,  wheie  he  and  his  brothei',  as 
ecjual  partners,  are  cairying  on  an  extensive 
business.  Mount  Moiris  is  the  ])lace  of  his 
birth,  l'"ebruai}'  14,  1838,  being  the  date 
thereof.  His  fathei',  Baiklc}'  Millci',  Sr.,  was 
a  native  of  Wanen  Count}',  New  |erse}';  and 
of  that  State  John  i\liller,  his  grandfather, 
was  a  lite  lonu"  resident. 
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liarklcy  Miller,  Sr.,  was  bmught  up  on  a 
farm,  ami  eiij;a^cil  in  agricultural  work  in  his 
native  State  until  when,  accompan ietl  by 

his  wife  anti  their  three  chiUliX'ii,  he  migrated 
to  New  \'()rk.  They  matle  the  journey  with 
teams,  bringing  their  entire  stock  of  worldly 
gootls.  Mr.  Millei-  bought  a  tract  of  [lartly 
im|)roved  land  in  Id\'ingston  County,  two  and 
one-half  miles  from  Tuscarora  toward  the 
north-west;  and  into  the  small  ti'ame  house 
which  stood  u|)on  the  place  he  moved  with  his 
famil)'.  v\.  \'er)'  tew  acres  of  the  land  hail 
been  cleared ;  and  he  at  once  began  the  her- 
culean task  ot  felling  and  removing  the  re- 
maining f(jrest  trees,  grubbing  out  the  stumps, 
and  |>reparing  the  laiul  for  tillage.  lie  was 
subjected  to  many  of  the  inconveniences  (jf  the 
ver\'  early  pioneer  settlers,  the  nearest  market 
being  (icneseo,  whitlier  he  had  to  draw  his 
wheat,  which  was  then  ship])ed  down  the  river, 
lie  was  c|uite  successful  in  his  farming  opera- 
tions, anil  added  more  land  to  his  original  pur- 
chase, carrying  on  mixed  husbandry  until  his 
decease.  lie  mo\eil  twice,  and  sj^ent  his  last 
days  near  Tuscarora,  where  he  departed  this 
life  at  the  age  of  si.\ty-se\-en  years,  survived 
by  his  good  wife,  who  lived  fourscore  years. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Catherine  Smith;  and 
she  was  a  daughter  of  I'eter  and  Ilannali  Ann 
Smith,  whose  entire  li\'es  were  spent  in  New 
Jersey.  Ten  children  were  born  to  Ikirkley, 
Sr.,  and  Catherine  (.Smith)  Miller;  namely, 
Hiram,  llamiah  M.,  Catherii^e,  Elizabeth, 
I'etei",  Saiah  J.,  liaikley,  (larrett,  David,  and 
'lamson. 

\"oung  Harkley,  who  was  one  of  the  latei"- 
born  children,  remained  at  home  until  attain- 
ing his  majority,  receiving  a  common-school 
education,  and  a  very  practical  training  in 
agricultuial  labors  on  the  home  farm,  where 
with  the  exception  of  the  year  l<S59,  which  he 
spent  in  Iowa,  he  remained  until  his  marriage. 
Prior  to  this  important  e\'ent  Mr.  Miller  had 
bought  land  two  and  one-half  miles  from  Tus- 
carora; and  there  he  and  liis  }oung  wife  lived 
until  iN/J,  when  he  removed  to  the  vi  1  lage  of 
Tuscaroia.  in  iS/i  he  bought  an  interest  in 
the  mill  with  his  biother  (iarrett,  and  has 
since  l)een  engaged  in  milling,  although  he  is 
still  interested  in  agiicultmal  pursuits.     lie  is 


a  man  of  well-known  business  capacity  scnmd 
judgment,  and  one  whose  opiiuoiis  are  held  in 
general  reaped. 

i  he  marriage  cei'enion)  miiting  the  destinies 
of  Mr,  Miller  and  Mary  Helen'  McHully  was 
peilormed  in  iNTjcj.  (  )1  this  union  two  chil- 
(hen  ha\e  been  boiii  -  C.nl  and  llar\e\'. 
Mrs.  Millei"  is  a  nati\e  ol  .Seneca  Count\,  New 
\'ork,  where  hei'  [jarents,  iiarmon  and  Mai'- 
garet  McDulfv,  were  lesidents  at  the  time  of 
lier  bii'th.  1 'olil iial I \',  .Mr.  Miller  is  a  stanch 
Hemocrat;  and  he  and  his  excellent  wile  are 
conscientious  members  ol  the  I'l  cnI))  lei  ian 
ch  urch. 


-YTVTjAJtJR  iH':XRV  A.  \\ii.h:v,  at 
I  —  I  — /  present  an  agriculturi-^t,  who.^e 
I  JIU  I  resilience  i^  in  the  \  illage  of 
— ^  Springwater,  Livingston  Count)', 
was  born  in  S|jringu  aler,  August  4,  i'S^5. 
His  great-grandfather  came  to  America  from 
Ireland;  but  his  grandfather,  Samuel,  and  his 
father,  John  Wile}',  were  natives  of  Herkshire 
County,  Massachusetts.  The  family  has  a  not- 
able militai")'  record,  both  grandfather  and 
great-grandfather  having  served  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolutioii,  and  the  father  in  the  War 
of  lcSi2;  while  the  two  sons,  lleiir\'  A.  and 
Robert,  were  in  the  W'ai'  of  the  Rebellion  from 
I<S6l  to  1S65. 

John  Wiley  spent  his  earl)'  life  as  a  bo)'  on 
his  father's  larm,  attending  the  district  school 
and  helping  in  farm  work.  Refoie  attaining 
his  majority,  he  went  to  the  l)kick  River  coun- 
ti)',  in  Lewis  Count)',  Xew  \'oik,  not  remain- 
ing there  long,  however,  but  coming  in  1S13  to 
Springwater, which  at  that  time  had  only  a  few 
log  cabins  scattered  here  and  there.  He  i)ur- 
chaseil  here  a  small  tract  of  land,  built  a  card- 
ing-machine  mill,  and  for  a  while  followed 
blacksmithing  and  milling,  having  a  saw-mill 
and  a  grist-mill  on  the  site  of  the  old  mill  in 
the  village.  These  occu[)ations  he  carried  on 
tor  many  )'ears ;  but  later,  hav  ing  come  to  a 
realization  of  the  transitoriness  of  the  earthly 
life  and  the  su])renie  importance  ot  preparing 
for  the  life  to  come,  he  was  converted  Iroin  his 
love  of  the  world  and  entered  the  Methodist 
ministi)'  as  an  itinerant  lueachei.  llishuuse 
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suon  bc-camc  the  lujinc  ui  the  circuit  riders 
throii^huiit  all  this  ie!j,iun  ;  and  the  Major,  his 
son,  well  remembers  cajiturini;-  one  and  an- 
other ot  the  horses  oi'  the  ministers  and  riding- 
off  in  the  e\ening  for  a  midnight  "lark," 
somewhat  aftei-  the  fa>hion  ol  J^rom  J5unes,  as 
related  \)y  lix  ing  in  "  J'he  Legend  of  S]ee|)y 
llollow. ''  These  exploits  en  1  i \ened  the  labors 
of  the  faini,  and  doubtless  aided  in  the  devel- 
opment of  those  qualities  of  dash  and  daring 
that  stootl  him  so  well  in  the  exciting  exjjeri- 
eiices  of  the  war  in  which  he  later  took  so 
acti\e  a  part. 

Hecondng  somewhat  bioken  in  health,  the 
Rev.  John  \\  ile\'  was  appointetl  by  the  conter- 
ence  of  which  he  was  a  mendjci  to  solicit  sub- 
scriptions for  the  (icnesee  W'e.sleyaii  Seminal)' 
and  the  (icnesee  (.."ollege.  in  the  }-ears  1 849 
50  he  became  (.|uile  prominent,  in  connection, 
with  .Mr.  John  Mc(iee,  in  collecting  subscrip- 
tions for  locating  and  carr\  ing  forward  to  com- 
pletion the  raili'oatl  I  rom  L'oi  iiing  to  Rochester. 
After  till.-,  woik  was  well  undei'  wa}',  he  went  to 
()hio  as  a  contractor,  taking  the.  job  of  the 
masom\"  on  the  railroad  between  Cleveland  and 
Sandu^k)',  through  X'ermilion  and  Iluron. 
While  engaged  in  this  great  untlertaking,  his 
health  bi'oke  tlown,  ant!  he  was  obliged  to 
lelurn  to  .Springwater.  'Ihis  was  in  1859. 
After  becoming  :\  settled  resident  of  the  town, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Assembly,  and  was  re- 
elected in  1  S(;0. 

Jolm  Wiley  married  foi'  his  hrst  wife  Miss 
I5et.^}'  Soulhworth,  b}'  \\hom  he  had  three  chil- 
dren —  .Sarah,  Idi/a,  ami  John  .S.,  all  of  whom 
aie  still  living.  Sarah,  the  eldest  daughtei', 
wa-.  maii  ietl  to  the  Re\-.  John  J.  Jh'own,  wh') 
was  ioi'  man\'  \ears  an  instructor  in  the  Dans- 
\'ille  .Seminal")-,  Cornell  L' n i \ersit)',  and  the 
L'ni\ersilv  of  S)'iacuse.  Mr.  Wiley's  second 
wife,  mother  of  Major  llenr\-  A.  Wiley,  was 
Miss  Jidia  15.  ll)(le,  a  daughter  of  Rijbeit 
il\\le,  and  niece  of  (lencral  liarper.  'I'hey  had 
se\en  children,  namel\  ;  Harper,  who  married 
the  daughter  ot  L  harles  Cari'ol  1 ,  ol  Carrollton; 
Robert  11.  ;  Charles  Wesle\ ■  ;  llenr)'  A.  ;  C)n- 
thia  1'",.,  now  deceased,  who  marrietl  C.  l\. 
Wilder;  hauily  Tucker,  who  married  Mr. 
W.  W.  Capron,  of  Wa\'laud  ;  and  George  II. 
Mrs.   Julia   H.    Wile)'   was   boi  n   in  N'iiginia, 


October  2,  1799,  and  died  in  Sjjringwater,  De- 
cember if>,  1865.  .She  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  churt  h.  I  lei"  husband,  the  Ke\'. 
John  Wile)',  died  at  the  age  o|  sL-\ent)'-three 
)ears,  having  well  serx'eil  his  da)'  and  genei- 
at  ion. 

Henry  A.  Wiley  grew  up  in  the  town  of  his 
birth,  attending  the  district  school  aiul  the 
Genesee  Wesle)'an  Seminar)',  also  assisting  his 
father  until  he  eiiteied  the  arm)'  in  (  )ctober, 
1861,  as  a  private  in  Comjjan\  1^,  (Jne  Hun- 
dred ami  I'oLirth  Regiment.  He  was  soon  pru- 
nioted  to  the  office  <if  Lieutenant,  and  then  to 
l-'irst  Lieutenant  on  the  (Jigaii i/.at ion  of  the 
conipany.  His  promot if)ns  cont  inuecl  rapiillv, 
raising  him  to  Cai)tain  in  i8r)j,  then  Maji^r, 
and  then  to  Lieutenant  Colonel,  in  which 
capacit)'  he  served  until  his  discharge  in  l8()5. 
Major  Wile)'  served  in  all  the  proniinent  eii- 
gagements  of  the  .Arm)'  of  the  I'otomac.  He 
was  taken  [jrisoner  August  19,  iiiC>4,  while 
with  the  forces  before  1 'eteisburg,  \'a.,  .uid 
was  sent  hist  to  the  Libb)'  Prison,  whence  he 
was  transferred  to  Salislnirv,  X.C.,  and  four 
weeks  later  to  Dansville,  \'a. ,  where  he  l  e- 
niained  in  confinement  till  linalL'  he  was 
paroled.  He  was  discliargeil  at  Annapolis  in 
IVhu'ch,  1865,  and  then  canie  Xorth  to  his 
home  aiul  friends. 

Major  Wile)'  has  been  ver)'  ])rominent  in 
(jrand  Arm)'  matters,  and  has  a  fine  collecti(jn 
of  metlals  and  badges,  about  fifty  in  number, 
each  one  commemoiating  some  association  or 
gathering.  I-'uur  generations  of  citi/en  soL 
dier.s!  Such  men  are  the  heroes,  the  real  bul- 
warks of  the  nation.  JA'cr  lead)  to  defend  its 
honor  and  to  promote  its  wcltaie,  the)'  make 
worth\'  inlu  'itors  of  the  counti)  's  jirospei  itv. 


ClDWARD  JiURRl<;LL.  In  the  language 
R  of  Archbishop  Whatel)' ;  "Man,  consid- 
"^"■ii  ■!  '  ered  not  merely  as  an  organized 
being,  but  as  a  rat  ional  agent  and  a  member 
ot  society,  is  perhaps  the  most  wondeifullv 
contrived,  and,  to  us,  the  most  interesting 
specimen  of  divine  wisdom  that  we  liave  an)' 
knowletlge  ot.  "  h'ew  gentlemen  are  more  in- 
telligent aiul  social  than  Mr.  Hurrell,  who 
commands   the    lesjiect    ol    the   people  among 
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whom  lie  lias  passed  liis  life,  being  in  every 
way  an  eiitLT|irisi hl;'  and  sagacious  agriculturist 
ami  business  man.  Though  of  late  years  liv- 
ing a  retired  life  in  Canaseraga,  he  was  born 
in  Ossian,  Livingston  County,  on  May  15, 
1823,  the  year  when  the  Piesident  announced 
that  policy  in  I'cgard  to  foreign  occupancy  of 
North  iXmerica  which  has  since  been  known  as 
the  Monroe  Doctrine. 

His  father,  Isaac  Hurrell,  was  a  native  of 
the  Noi  thumberhmd  district  of  I'jigland,  and 
was  there  bred  a  cabinet-maker.  Coming  to 
this  country  in  his  early  manhood,  Isaac  Ikir- 
rell  workeil  si.v  years  at  his  trade  in  Seneca, 
Ontario  County,  but,  deciding  that  the  part 
of  Allegany  which  is  now  Livingston  County 
would  be  preferable  as  a  jjermanent  residence, 
bought  huul  in  the  town  of  Ossian,  though  this 
meant  hard  work  in  clearing  away  the  jjrime- 
val  forest  and  enduring  all  sorts  of  hardships. 
I'here  were  only  three  or  four  log  houses  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  the  development  (jf  a  farm 
involved  the  disposal  of  large  amounts  of  tim- 
ber. 15)'  patient  labor  Isaac  Jkirrell  brought 
his  land  into  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  and 
died  thereon  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  in  1857, 
having  been  born  in  1794,  during  Washing- 
ton's second  administration.  His  wife  was 
Margaret  Burrell,  her  surname  being  the  same 
as  his  own.  In  fact,  they  were  already  dis- 
tantly related,  she  being  a  native  of  luigland, 
a  daughter  of  lulward  Hurrell,  who  crossed  the 
seas  to  settle  in  Seneca,  near  Geneva,  like  his 
cousin,  Isaac  Hurrell.  She  and  her  husband 
had  eight  children,  of  whom  four  survive.  Of 
these,  the  eldest  is  the  subject  of  this  .sketch, 
Etlward  Hurrell,  named  for  his  maternal  grand- 
father. Llizabeth  Hurrell  became  Mrs.  Knapp. 
Jane  Hurrell  married  Stephen  Monda\-,  and 
resides  in  Illinois.  Mary  Hurrell  resides  un- 
married in  Dansville;  and  with  her  the  mother 
spent  her  last  days,  d)'ing  at  eighty  nine,  firm 
in  the  Presbyterian  faith,  her  husband  being 
an  attendant  of  the  same  church. 

l{dward  Hurrell  spent  his  early  years  on  the 
homestead,  went  to  the  district  school,  and 
aided  his  father  in  the  arduous  labors  of  farm- 
ing. In  1850,  at  the  age  (jf  twenty-seven,  he 
bought  of  Thomas  I*.  Smith  a  farm  in  the  town 
of  Munda,  Li\  ingston  County,  and  in  course  i;f 


time  was  able  to  erect  the  frame  buildings 
wherein  he  resided  for  .1  score  of  \ear.s.  /\fter 
the  death  ol  his  lather,  Iniwexei',  he  reluineil 
to  the  ancestral  home  in  (  )ssian,  ami  remained 
there  until  1875.  'I'lien  he  mo\ed  to  Dans- 
\'i]le,  where  he  li\'ed  till  liis  bmther,  wlui  had 
been  managing  the  huine  lann,  was  killed  b\'  a 
falling  tree,  when  he  again  tdnk  charge  of  the 
farm,  which  lie  still  owns,  although  he  now 
resiiles  in  Canaseraga.  His  nianiage  took 
place  in  1849,  when  t weiit}'-si.\  )ears  did,  the 
bride  being  Henry  Rollins's  daughter  Hetse)', 
a  iiati\'e  of  .South  iJansville,  where  she  grew 
up  on  her  lather's  farm,  one  of  sexeral  chil- 
dren. She  died  in  1872,  aftei'  twent) -three 
years  of  wedded  happiness.  A  few  )eais  later 
Mr.  lUirrell  married  a  second  time,  his  wife 
being  Mrs.  Catherine  vMlen,  the  widow  of 
ICmer)'  Allen,  and  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
land,   belonging  to  an  old   Dansville  family. 

Mr.  J^urrell  has  long  Ijeen  prominent  in  the 
order  of  Cirangers;  and  he  is  a  stockholder  and 
Director  in  the  T.  d.  W'ooster  h'urniture  Man- 
ufacturing Compaii}',  of  Canaseraga.  He  was 
for  many  years  an  Assessor  in  Ossian.  In 
politics  he  may  be  called  an  indei)endent  Dem- 
ocrat, often  voting  for  the  best  man,  and  not 
as  a  partisan.  In  religion  he  follows  tlie  pa- 
rental lead  as  a  Presb)terian,  though  very  lib- 
eral in  his  religious  views;  but  ]\lrs.  Hurrell 
is  a  Methotlist  in  belief.  He  ownetl  a  large 
saw-mill,  ami  has  been  an  extensive  tlealer  in 
lumber.  In  188 1  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  his  mill  by  lii-e,  ami  this  is  a  los^  lianlh' 
to  be  rejiairetl  ;  but  he  still  has  the  homestead 
ot  o\'er  two  hundred  acies  ol   hne  tillable  knul. 

Such  men  are  a  naliou'.s  bulwarks.  A  \ei)' 
good  ,d<eness  (jI  this  woith)'  citizen  nieet^  the 
eye  of  the"  reader  on  another  page. 


TTAlIARLI'lS  J.  Bl-:Ni:DIC'r,  a  success- 
I  Kr^  ful  farmer  in  the  town  of  Perry, 
V^is^^  Wyoming  County,  N.V.,  was  born 
March  20,  1823.  He  is  the  grand- 
son of  Samuel  antl  Anna  (Seward)  Henedict, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Connecticut. 
They  afterward  settled  in  N'eiinoiit,  where 
Samuel  Henedict  occupied  himself  in  cultivat- 
ing his  farm.     They  luul  a  family  of  five  sons 
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and  two  daughters  —  Graham,  William,  Solo- 
mon, Truman,  Samuel,  Sail}',  and  Anna. 
Samuel  ISenetliet  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years,  ami  his  wile  lived  to  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-two.  lie  was  a  Whig  in  poli- 
tics, and  was  a  memher  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  as  was  also  his  wife. 

Graham,  son  of  Samuel  Benedict,  was  born 
in  Connecticut.  July  27,  17S5.  In  his  youth 
he  left  liis  native  .State,  and  went  to  Man- 
chester, \'t.,  where  on  September  25,  1814, 
he  married  Luc\'  Iliekox.  In  February  of 
the  following  )'ear  they  startctl  for  their  new 
home  in  Lima,  Livingston  County,  N.Y., 
and  for  two  weeks  journeyed  with  their  ox 
teams  over  rough  and  uncleared  roads.  In 
1S16  Mr.  Henedict  Ixuight  one  hundred  acres 
of  land  on  what  was  calletl  the  Van  Rens- 
selaer tract  in  the  town  of  I'err}',  and  re- 
moved thither  with  his  family.  This  country 
was  then  a  iirimeval  forest;  and  here  i\Ir. 
Benedict  made  a  clearing  for  his  log  house, 
erecting  the  structure  which  served  for  a 
home  for  his  famih'for  many  years.  Sawed 
timber  was  tlien  seldom  seen  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  and  thei-efore  blaid<ets  were  used 
for  doors.  While  these  innirovements  were 
being  made,  Mr.  IV-nedict  and  his  wife  re- 
sided near  by  with  the  Norris  family,  who, 
with  the  hosi>itality  characteristic  of  those 
times,  offered  to  the  new-comers  a  home  until 
tlieir  own  was  read)'  for  occupancy.  Graham 
J5enedict  cleared  most  of  his  land,  and  soon 
fields  of  waving  wheat  and  corn  rejdaced  the 
ilense  forest.  This  land  proved  very  produc- 
ti\'e,  and  by  scdling  fifty  acres  he  was  enabled 
to  l)uild  a  house  and  Ixirn  when  the  accommo- 
dations of  the  log  cabin  were  no  longer 
sufficient  foi-  his  increased  family.  I'^vcnt- 
ually  he  bought  one  hundred  and  five  acres 
more,  and  was  \ery  successful  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  exteirsivc  farm.  Graham  Benedict 
died  January  13,  1862,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  )'ears;  and  in  March,  1870,  his  wife 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  .She 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
while  her  husband  l)e]onge(l  to  the  Episcopal 
church.  lie  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  for 
many  years  an  (Jverseer  of  the  Poor,  Com- 
missioner  of    Highways,    and    Inspector  of 


Common  Schools.  Their  chiklren  were: 
Harriet,  who  married  M.  .Stratton,  and  is 
now  dead;  luinice  A.,  who  married  J.  A. 
Thomi>son,  of  Perry  Centre,  ami  who  was  the 
mother  of  three  children;  Samuel;  and  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

Charles  J.  Benedict  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  the 
early  age  of  sixteen  years  he  took  full  charge 
of  the  old  homestead.  When  twenty  years  of 
age,  he  engaged  in  farming  in  company  with 
his  brother-in-law,  J.  A.  Thomjxson;  Init 
after  three  years  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved, and  he  continued  the  work  in  his  own 
interest.  His  brother  Samuel  lives  with 
him.  January,  1850,  Mr.  Benedict  married 
P""lorilla  lleril,  daughter  of  Sanuud  and 
Aurelia  (Canfield)  Benedict,  (jf  Arlington, 
Bennington  County,  Vt.  They  have  had 
three  children.  The  eldest,  P^rank  C,  born 
September  16,  1852,  is  a  commercial  trav- 
eller; his  first  wife  was  ICstelle  Miner, 
who  died,  leaving  one  child,  Charles  Miner, 
after  which  he  married  IClizabeth  Walker,  of 
Manchester,  Vt.,  his  business  headquarters 
now  l)eing  46  Linc(dn  .Street,  l^oston.  Hat- 
tie  l'~.,  born  October  26,  1S57,  married 
George  W.  Silver,  a  machinist,  and  lives 
at  Perry  Centre,  having  one  child,  Lucy. 
P^rcd  G.,  born  December  16,  1868,  married 
Bertha  Bingham,  and  lives  at  the  old  home- 
stead. 

Charles  }.  IVaiedict,  besides  buying  the 
home  farm,  has  bought  and  soKl  several  other 
l)ieces  of  land,  has  remodelleil  the  house  antl 
barns,  building  a  new  wagcjn  house  adjacent 
to  the  homestead,  and  owns  Se\'eral  fine  tene- 
ment houses.  His  finely  cultivated  farm  in- 
cludes about  eight  acres  of  orchard  Kuul,  ujion 
which  he  has  set  out  three  hundred  trees.  In 
addition  to  these  trees  is  an  apple  orchard, 
consisting  of  trees  raisetl  from  seeels  which 
were  planted  by  his  father. 

Mr.  Benedict  was  Highway  Commissioner 
for  three  years,  ami  in  politics  is  a  Kejiubli- 
can.  ])uring  the  Rebellion,  being  unalde  to 
leave  home,  he  furnished  a  substitute  for  the 
army.  His  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational church.  She  died  in  1886,  when 
but  fift)'-seven  )ears   of  age.     Mr.  Benedict 
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has  by  his  energy  and  industry  greatly  im- 
proved his  farm  and  buildings,  and  enjo)'< 
well -deserved  i)r(is])erit}'. 


I'ORGIC    W.     CLAPP,    one    of  the 


prominent  residents  of  the  town  of 
York,  Livingston  County,  N.V.,  is 
of  New  l",ngland  stoek,  having  been  born  in 
Windham  County,  Conncctieut,  September  4, 
1814.  His  fatlier,  whose  name  was  Nathan  B. 
Clapp,  was  also  a  nati\-e  of  that  State.  He 
eame  t(j  Livingston  County  in  1820  with  wife 
and  six  ehildien  and  all  his  worldly  effects  in 
a  wagon.  Planning  to  create  a  home  for  them 
all  in  time,  though  aware  that  a  great  tleal 
iiad  to  be  done  first,  he  took  up  about  fifty 
acres  of  land,  which  was  at  that  time  a  wilder- 
ness; and  by  degrees  he  cleared  it  of  the 
forest  growth,  drained  the  moist  land,  divided 
the  fiehls,  and  planted  the  virgin  soil  with 
grain  and  vegeta!)les.  'Idius  going  on  by 
steady,  untiring  effort,  he  increased  his  estate 
so  that  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the 
owner  of  a  farm  of  (^le  hundred  acres.  He 
lived  to  l)e  eighty-two  years  old. 

Nathan  15.  Clapp  married  Miss  Lunice 
Durfee;  and  they  raised  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, named  respectively  Charles,  Lrastus, 
Lucy,  h'mil)',  Carrie,  George  W.,  James  D., 
Thomas  H.,  and  Lowell  H.  The  mother  of 
this  large  family  deser\es  special  mention,  so 
mucii  was  in  reality  cnving  to  her  prudence 
and  thrift,  and  the  jiatient  courage  with 
which  she  met  the  numberless  privations  and 
hardships  incident  to  the  first  settling  in  the 
country,  the  care  and  training  of  the  children 
also  largel}'  depending  on  her.  She  died  at 
an  ach'anced  age.  (ieorge  W.,  the  sixth 
child  anti  fourth  son  of  Nathan  and  P2unice 
Clajjp,  was  about  six  years  old  when  his 
father  emigrated  from  Connecticut  to  Living- 
ston County,  New  York;  and  he  became  a 
student  first  at  the  pulilic  school  and  later 
at  the  Wyoming  Acailemy.  Being  an  apt 
scholar,  he  was  proficient  in  his  studies  when 
he  left  the  pupil's  desk,  and  was  able  to  take 
the  important  position  of  training  the  young. 
This  he  continued  till  he  had  taught  as  many 
as  fifty-two  terms,  all  in  the  town  of  Y<uk, 


where  it  is  evident  his  abilities  as  an  in- 
structoi"  of  )-outh  weie  a[ipreciated.  In  con- 
nection with  his  hiother  Jamrs,  he  owned  a 
farm,  on  which  in  the  iiiteivals  of  the  school 
terms  lie  oc(  upied  his  time.  In  I  SS4  he  ;j,a\-e 
up  sehool-kee[)ing  altogetlier,  selling  the 
iarm  oi-  his  part  interest  in  it. 

Mr.  (ieorge  W.  Clapp  was  married  August 
2  1,  1844,  t(j  Sarah  M.  \\'ells,  tiie  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Harriet  Wells,  of  Connecticut. 
'Phe  chihh'en  of  ]\lr.  anil  Mrs.  Clapp  are  three 
daughters Arabel le  P.,  Au/.ella  C,  and 
h^rcUices  A.  Aralxdle  II.  married  James  A. 
Dow,  a  war  \  eteran  residing  in  \'ork ;  and 
tlieii'  one  cliikl  is  a  daughter  named  M. 
Plstelle,  who  is  a  teaclier  in  W\oming 
Count)-.  Auzella  is  the  wife  of  'Slv.  H. 
Walker,  a  .Su[K'r\'isor  ot  the  town  of  ^'ork. 
P'rances  married  ]\Ir.  P'red  Robinson,  of  the 
town  of  Media,  Delaware  (M)unt\-,  Pa.  'Phey 
liave  one  child,  lulna  M. 

Mr.  Clapp  has  been  a  superintendent  of 
the  cominom  schools  of  the  town,  and  has 
ser\-ecl  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  eight  )'ears. 
He  has  also  been  part  ol  the  time  these  later 
years  an  Assessor.  In  polities  Mr.  Clapp 
has  been  a  member  ot  tlie  Ke[)ublican  [laity 
since  its  lormation.  His  first  Piesident  ial 
vote  was  cast  for  tliat  great  statesman,  Daniel 
Wefistei",  in  1836. 


■".DP'.iHC  1)A\'IDSC)N,  a  i^rosperous 
merchant  in  the  town  of  Nunda,  has 
been  ac  tively  engaged  in  business  here 
for  the  past  foily  years,  autl  b\'  his  honorable 
and  upright  methods  of  ileal ing  has  won  the 
reaard  and  confidence  of  the  entire  com- 
munity.  He  comes  of  stanch  New  Phigland 
ancest  v,  and  was  himsell  a  native  ol  the 
Granite  State,  June  21,  iSlT),  being  the  date 
of  his  birth. 

His  father,  James  P".  P)a\idson,  was  also 
born  in  New  Hampshire,  where  he  livetl  for 
upward  of  threescore  \ears.  He  was  a 
cabinet  manufacturer  by  tiade,  and  was  also 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  for  many  years 
in  Ilillsboro  County.  In  1854  lie  sold  out 
his  business  there,  and  came  to  l.i\ingston 
County,  settling  in  the  town  of  Nunda,  which 
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was  then  an  enterprising  \  illagc,  liaving  fully 
as  large  a  population  as  at  the  present  time, 
lie  had  been  a  pmniinent  man  in  the  place  of 
his  nativity,  ha\ing  served  as  Selectman  for 
several  }'ears.  lie  dietl  on  October  29,  1882, 
having  then  almost  reached  the  ninety-third 
anniversary  of  his  birth.  llis  wife,  Jane 
I-lmerson,  daughter  of  Ste[)hen  lunerson,  of 
New  llami)shire,  pasNcd  to  the  life  eternal 
Jul}'  II,  1871,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  Of  the  three  sons  born  to  them, 
James  S.,  (icorge  R.,  and  h'retleric,  the  latter 
is  the  only  one  n(jw  living.  (For  further 
parental  history,  see  gencalog)'  of  the  David- 
son famil}'. ) 

Freileric  Davidson  was  reared  amiil  the 
rugged  hills  of  his  native  Slate,  and  after 
pursuing  his  studies  in  the  tlistrict  schools 
and  the  Ilillsboro  Academ}-  entered  upon  a 
mercantile  career,  entering  first  the  store  of 
his  father  in  Concord,  X.ll.,  where  for  about 
hve  N'ears  he  made  himself  useful,  and  gained 
at  the  same  time  a  knowledge  of  the  details 
of  the  business.  .Mr.  iJavidson  then  spent  a 
year  in  the  cit)-  of  l^oston,  going  thence  to 
the  city  of  New  \'ork,  where  he  was  employed 
for  six  years  as  a  book-keeper  in  a  Broadway 
establishment.  In  1847  he  came  to  Nunda, 
where  he  o])cned  a  store  lor  general  merchan- 
dise, and  also  became  a  ])artner  in  the  founrlry 
which  was  then  cslablislied.  lie  has  since 
then  been  continuously  engaged  in  his  pres- 
ent business,  being  one  of  the  oldest  and 
foremost  merchants  in  this  vicinity,  the  store 
having  Ijeen  first  estal)lished  in  1855. 

.Air.  Davidson  was  man  ied  in  1839  to  Miss 
Charlotte  M.  Ilurd,  ol  Rochester,  N.II.;  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
two  children,  one  of  whom,  Charles  V.,  the 
first-born,  passed  to  the  higher  existence  at 
the  early  age  of  twenty  )ears.  The  other 
chiki,  h^-ancis  C  I)a\iilson,  is  now  in  busi- 
ness with  his  father.  Politically,  Mr.  Davitl- 
son  was  in  the  earlier  years  of  his  life  a 
stanch  member  of  the  oltl  Whig  party,  but  is 
now  closel)'  identified  with  the  Democratic 
])arty.  1 1  is  hrst  rresidential  vote  was  cast 
for  William  Henry  Ilairison  in  1840.  He 
has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  official  honors, 
but  allowed  his  name  to  be  used  as  a  candidate 


for  the  State  legislature  in  i860,  and  has 
also  been  a  candidate  ior  sui)er\  isor. 


7T%/\ITAIN  JACOB  A.  SCIILICK,  a 
I  veteran   of   the   Grand    Arm)'  of  the 

^^is  Republic,  born  in  the  village  of 
Dansville,  I,i\'ingston  County, 
April  1,  1839,  has  been  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Wy- 
oming County  for  luany  years.  lie  is  a 
welFkiiown  resident  of  Bennington,  where 
he  owns  a  hue  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixt)- 
two  acres,  which  is  now  managed  b)'  his 
eldest  .-^oii,  h'rank  .\.  Schlick,  who  carries  on 
general  farming  autl  dairying. 

Nicholas  .Schlick,  the  Captain's  father, 
was  born  in  Prussia  in  h'eljruar}',  1809,  and 
came  to  America  in  1833  with  a  party  of  (k-r- 
man  emigrants,  who  .'settled  in  Dansx  ille  at  a 
time  when  the  country  thereabout  was  com- 
j;)aratively  new,  (ieneseo,  eighteen  miles  dis- 
tant, beiu''"  their  nearest  niarket  and  millin;j- 
point.  In  this  conipany  of  cidonists  were 
Francis  (iunther  and  his  wife  Catherine, 
whose  daughter,  also  named  Catherine,  Mr. 
Schlick  married  the  following  }'ear.  Nicho- 
las Schlick  was  a  tailor,  and  followed  his 
trade  some  fort\'  year.^.  To  him  and  his  wife 
twelve  children  were  born,  ten  of  them  being 
sons,  lour  of  whom  served  bra\ely  in  the  late 
Civil  War. 

Jacob  was  reared  to  nianhood  in  the  place  of 
his  nativity,  and  until  eighteen  years  oUl 
worked  on  a  farm.  lie  then  j^erved  a  three 
years"  apjjrenticeship  to  the  Idacksmith's 
trade;  and  subsequently,  tli inking  a  change 
of  climate  might  prove  beneficial  to  his 
health,  he  removetl  t(j  Wisconsin.  On  the 
19th  of  ^'Xjjril,  1861,  responding  to  the  first 
call  for  volu.  teers,  he  enlisted  at  Barabofi, 
Wis.,  in  a  company  which  was  tiuicklv  and 
rapidly  filled  in  the  expectation  of  joining 
the  h'irst  Wisconsin  Regiment;  but,  there 
being  fifty  companies  ahead  of  it,  the  Baraboo 
company  was  assigned  to  the  .Sixth  Wisconsin 
Volunteer  Infantry  as  Company  A.  Its  com- 
mander, Cajotain  Malloy,  was  pronioted 
through  the  various  ranks  to  that  of  Briga- 
dier-gencial .     Mr.   .Schlick  entered  the  com- 
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p;iny  as  a  private,  was  promoted  to  be  First 
Sergeant,  and  on  tlie  reorganization  of  the 
company  in  1862  was  made  Second  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  Twenty-third  Wisconsin  Volun- 
teer Infantry.  In  August  of  that  year  he  was 
again  promoted,  becoming  Captain  of  Com- 
])any  V.  11  is  military  record  was  one  of 
which  he  may  well  be  proud,  and  covered  a 
l)eriod  of  mure  than  four  years.  He  was  in- 
jured at  the  close  of  the  war  by  a  drunken 
soldier  in  New  Orleans,  and  now  receives  a 
small  pension. 

On  October  23,  1866,  Jacob  A.  Schlick 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Florence  li. 
Day,  a  native  of  liennington,  N.Y.,  antl  the 
daughter  of  \'(>lney  and  lilecta  (Gratton) 
Day,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut and  the  latter  in  Oneida  County  in 
this  State.  The  Day  family  originated  in 
Wales,  its  first  representative  on  American 
soil  being  Robert  Day,  who  arrived  in  15os- 
ton,  Mass.,  in  1634,  living  there  until  1639, 
when  he  removed  to  Hartford,  Conn.  The 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Schlick,  Linus  and 
Lydia  (Ilolcomb)  Day,  were  early  ])ioneer 
settlers  of  Bennington,  coming  here  from 
their  Connecticut  home  in  181 3,  journeying 
through  the  trackless  woods  with  ox  teams, 
and  out  of  their  scanty  lioartl  of  money  buying 
lifty  acres  of  wild  land,  from  which  they  im- 
l)roved  a  larm. 

The  pleasant  wediled  life  of  Captain  and 
Mrs.  Schlick  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of 
three  chiUlren,  all  of  whom  live  at  home, 
their  names  being  as  follows:  bTank  A., 
X'olney  D.,  and  Agnes  F.  In  politics  Mr. 
.Schlick  is  a  straight  Republican  and  an 
earnest  advocate  of  the  principles  of  that  party. 
He  was  reared  to  the  Catholic  faith,  but  he  has 
not  adhered  to  the  doctrines  of  that  church. 


(^ACOB  MOYliR  HAGFY,  M.D.,  a 
gentleman  of  high  social  and  profes- 
sional standing,  is  one  of  the  most 
eminent  ph)sicians  of  this  section  of 
Li\  ingston  County,  and  has  a  large  and  lucra- 
tive practice  in  Mount  Morris,  where  he  has 
resided  since  1881.  He  was  born  in  the  town, 
of  Line  Lexington,  Montgomery  County,  I*a. 


The  Hagey  family,  whose  name  was  f)rigi- 
nally  spelleil  Haguy,  had  its  origin  in  the 
province  ol  Alsace-Lorraine,  and  was  tirst 
represented  on  American  soil  by  three 
brolheis  of  that  name,  all  of  whom  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  Colonial  da}s.  One 
brother,  it  is  said,  was  a  member  of  General 
Lafa}-elte's  staff,  and  after  the  Revidution 
settled  in  the  South.  One  brother  locatetl 
near  St.  Louis;  and  the  other,  the  great- 
grandfather of  the  Doctor,  became  a  resident 
of  Ivastern  Pennsylvania,  where  he  folhjwed 
the  trade  ot  a  watch  and  clock  maker  as  long 
as  he  lived.  Jacob  Hagey,  the  Doctor's 
grandfather,  was  born  in  Lower  Salford,  I'a., 
and,  having  learned  the  trade  of  his  father, 
carried  it  on  for  some  years  in  the  town  of 
his  nativit)'.  Removing  to  Hillt(jwn,  ikicks 
County,  he  there  bought  a  farm,  which  he 
stiperinteniled,  at  the  same  time  pursuing  his 
former  occupation  initil  the  time  of  his 
ilecease.  He  married  Sally  Gerliart,  a  native 
of  Montgomery  Coimty,  I'enuhy  Ivan  ia,  and 
the  tlescendunt  of  a  well-known  German 
faniil}'. 

George  Hagey,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  dur- 
ing the  residence  oi  his  parents  in  Lower 
Salfoi'd,  and,  having  become  proficient  in 
the  trade  by  which  his  immediate  ancestors 
liad  acijuired  a  livelihood,  removed  to  the 
\  illage  of  Trap|)e,  Montgomery  Count}',  where 
he  engaged  in  watch  and  clock  making  until 
the  year  1849.  Then,  buying  the  homestead 
propert)'  ot  his  parents,  he  engaged  in  general 
farming  in  Bucks  County  f(n-  six  )'ears. 
-Selling  his  farm,  he  remo\-ed  to  Sterling, 
Whiteside  County,  111.,  where  he  carried  on 
a  successfid  jewelry  Inisiness  initil  his  death, 
at  the  ad\aneed  age  of  eighty  years.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sai'ali  Mo\Lr, 
was  a  r  ative  of  Upper  Salford  and  of  German 
ancestry,  her  parents  having  been  Jacob  and 
Sarah  (Detwiler)  Moyer,  natives  of  I'ennsyl- 
wania. 

Jacob  M.  Hagey,  son  of  George  and  Sarah 
(Moyer)  Hagey,  completed  his  academical 
education  at  Washington  Hall  Acadeni)-  in 
the  village  of  Trappe,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years  commenced  teaching,  which  he 
tollowed    till    he    was  twenty-one,    when  he 
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began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Drs.  Keeler 
and  Groff,  of  Ihirleys\ille,  I'a.  He  after- 
ward .studied  for  a  few  months  under  the 
tutehige  of  iiis  uncle,  Dr.  J(jse])l-i  IMoycr,  of 
Norristown.  In  iiS5  5  he  removed  to  Ster- 
ling;', 111.,  [;oin;4-  !))■  railway  as  far  as  Dixon, 
which  was  then  tiie  terminus  of  the  railway, 
thence  b)'  sta;j;e  In  Sterling.  lie  engaf;'ed  in 
teaching  in  that  vicinity,  and  when  not  so 
em|)lo}'ed  was  associated  with  his  father  iji 
the  jewelry  business.  In  1857  he  resumed 
his  metlical  studies  with  Dr.  Hudson,  a 
leading  physician  of  Sterling,  and  subse- 
(|uentlv  attended  lectures  at  Rush  Medical 
College  in  Chicago,  being  graduated  from 
tliat  institution  in  February,  1862.  Com- 
UK'ncing  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Sterling,  Dr.  Hagc)'  remained  there  until 
1865,  when  he  remo\ed  to  I'eoria,  where  he 
practiseil  for  six  months.  Retuiaiing  to  Ster- 
ling, he  continued  his  [ii-actice  for  four  years, 
and  in  1869  returned  b^ast,  locating  his  office 
in  East  Gainesville,  Wyoming  County,  N.Y.; 
and  there  he  had  a  successful  professional 
career  until  1S81,  when  he  came  to  Mount 
i\Iorris. 

The  nuptial  ceremony  uniting  the  lives  of 
])r.  llage\'  aiul  Saphina  Calysa  Hriggs,  a  na- 
tive of  Castile,  N.Y.,  was  celebrated  in 
1865.  Into  this  happ\'  home  circle  three 
chiKh'cn  have  been  born  —  IMaude,  Blanche, 
and  John  ]5riggs.  .Among  his  i)rofessional 
brethren  Dr.  llagey  occupies  a  prominent 
place.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Livingston 
County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  has 
been  Presitlent,  a  member  of  the  Central 
New  York  i\Iedical  .Association,  and  also  of 
the  American  Medical  .Association.  He 
likewise  belongs  to  the  American  Public 
Health  Societ\',  ha\'ing  been  matle  a  member 
ot  that  body  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  city  of 
Mexico  in  i,S(j2.  Dr.  Ilagey  is  an  influential 
membei-  of  the  Cicnesee  X'alley  I^odge,  An- 
cient Order  L'uited  Workmen,  and  of  the 
Royal  Legion  of  Select  Knights.  He  is 
also  prominent  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  be- 
longing to  Mount  Morris  Loilge,  No.  122, 
A.  V.  !k  A.  M.,  and  is  a  member  of  Moimt 
Morris  Chapter,  No.  137,  R.  .A.  M.,  in  which 
he  is  High  Priest.     He  is  also  a  member  of 


Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  39,  K.  T.,  Roches- 
ter, N.Y.  i'he  Doctor  is  also  a  member  of 
Fraternal  L^nion,  A.  II.  P.,  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 


|-:L()S  PAIXL.,  who  is  a  nati\eand  to 
ibe  manner  born,  his  birth  haxing 
occui-ied  in  the  town  ot  Xuiida,  April 
J,  1840,  is  ihorouglilv  identified 
with  the  agricultural  and  iinlustrial  interests 
of  this  section  of  Livingston  Count\',  as  one  of 
its  thrift)'  and  ])rospeious  farmers  and  dealers 
in  lumber.  He  is  a  snii  of  Cai  los  G.  Paine,  a 
brother  of  the  father  of  William  H.  Paine,  a 
sketch  of  whose  life  ma\'  be  found  on  another 
page  of  this  work. 

Carlos  (i.  Paine  came  to  Nunda  when  there 
were  but  few  settlers  in  the  place,  and,  buving 
a  tract  of  land,  improved  a  good  farm.  He 
erected  a  tiame  house,  which  is  still  standing 
and  in  a  com[)arati\ elv  good  condition.  In 
addition  to  finming,  he  built  the  brick  hotel 
known  as  the  Xunda  House,  uliere  he  enter- 
tained the  travelling  [lublic  for  sevei'al  vears, 
winning  (piite  a  reputation  as  a  pleasant  and 
accommodating  host.  Lndowed  bv  iKiture 
with  a  hue  phv.-^ii.|ue,  being  tall  and  well  pro- 
portioned, he  seemed  pecid  i.irl  v  adafited  for  the 
position  of  Constable  of  the  town  and  of  De|)- 
uty  .Sheritf  of  the  countv,  an  offiee  which  he 
filled  at  a  time  when  this  town  was  included 
within  the  limits  of  Alleganv  Countv.  'Phis 
section  v\;is  then  ti'oubled  bv  timber  thieves, 
who  stole  shingles,  lumber,  etc.,  at  evei'v  op- 
portunity. Manv  limes  he  made  arrests,  anil 
was  obliged  to  take  his  prisouei's  to  Angelica 
for  trial.  I  lie  maiden  name  of  his  fust  wile, 
the  mother  of  birn  of  whom  we  wiite,  was  je- 
rusha  Swift.  She  was  a  native  of  Herkimer 
Countv,  and  to  them  three  childri,'n  were  Ixnii, 
namelv:  Delo- ;  I". nun  A.,  wIkj  married  the 
Rev.  A.  M.  Town,  of  Xunda;  and  I  lariiet  J., 
the  wife  of  Hem}'  .Stariett,  of  Michigan.  The 
mother  died  in  i^^S^;  and  Mi'.  Paine  subse- 
quently married  Nancv  Hurdick,  who  bore  him 
one  son,  Xathan  A. 

Delos  Paine  obtained  his  ediu'ation  in  the 
place  of  his  nativitv,  attending  the  district 
schools  and  the  Nunda  .Acatlemv,  and  duriii<r 
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the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  received  a 
practical  trainin_f(  in  tlie  hdjors  of  the  farm, 
wliich  lias  been  \er)'  beneficial  to  him  in  his 
career  as  a  farmer  and  stock-<^ro\ver.  in  the 
jirosecution  nt  his  chosen  calling  he  has  exer- 
cised a  snimd  ju(l;j,nieiil  and  a  caretut  manai;e- 
nieiit  that  have  been  rewarded  with  excellent 
success,  and  ha\e  L;i\'eii  him  a  fine  j)osition 
amoiiL;-  the  agriculturists  of  inHuence  and  afflu- 
ence, fie  is  a  man  of  strong  and  earnest 
convictions,  \ei"v  ])oi)ular  with  his  fellow- 
townsmen;  and  his  life  record  is  without  re- 
proach.  He  imifnrmly  casts  his  vote  w  ith  the 
kei)ublican  part\',  and  is  an  ardent  advocate  of 
its  ])rinciples.  In  local  affairs  he  upholds  all 
enterprises  tending  toward  the  impro\ement  of 
the  social,  educational,  or  moral  status  of  the 
town,  being  one  of  its  most  faithful  and  loyal 
citizens.  Me  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, ami  has  also  served  for  many  terms  as 
Assessor  of  his  distiict. 

Air.  I'aine  was  united  in  marriage  in  1866  to 
Miss  Harriet  M.  Lowell,  a  daughter  of  Kben 
ami  llancy  (l^)wen)  Lowell;  and  their  union 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  chil- 
dren, a  son  and  a  daughter  —  Welcome  L. , 
a  prosperous  tanner;  and  (irace  J.,  who  is  an 
e.\cellent  and  successful  teacher  of  Nunda. 


RI{I)  NOKRIS,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
1'^^  the  Caslilian,  occupies  a  prominent 
place  among  the  news]xiper  men  ol 
\\'\oniing  C"ount\-.  lie  was  boiai  in  Canastota, 
Madison  ('ouiity,  N.\'.,  October  8,  1862,  son 
of  Archibald  K.  and  Helen  M.  (Shipman) 
Norris,  and  grandson,  on  the  paternal  side,  of 
Nathaniel  and  Lucy  (HeUling)  Norris.  Na- 
thaniel Norris  was  born  in  Connecticut,  ()c- 
tolier  5,  1785,  aiul  rcmox'cd  thence  to  Hroadal- 
bin,  b'ultoii  County,  N.V.,  where  he  died  A|iril 
30,  I  87 1,  ha\'ing  been  a  prosjierous  farmer  and 
a  much  resjiected  citizen.  His  wife,  Lucy 
Ikdding,  to  whom  he  was  married  October  2, 
1808,  was  born  January  15,  1791,  and  died 
December  3,  1870.  They  were  members  of 
the  Baptist  church.  Their  thirteen  children 
were:  Ruth  A.,  Chauncy,  Lucinda,  lilizabeth, 
Samuel,  ivphraim,  Nathaniel,  Lucy,  Archib:dd 
R.,  iXle.xander,  James,  Mary  M.,  and  Ceorge. 


Archibald  R.  Norris  was  boiai  in  Hroadal- 
biii,  and  learned  the  car]K'nter's  trade  in  his 
native  town.  In  those  daws  mone\'  was  scai'ce  ; 
and  his  first  eaiuings  wi_ae  obtained  1)\  tuining 
a  wheel  to  spin  tow.  loi'  which  he  received  the 
value  oi  sixpciici.'  a  dav  in  linen  ilolli,  wliieh 
at  that  time  was  lourpLiice  a  vard.  At  the  age 
ot  thii'teen  he  entL'rid  a  sash  and  lilind  l,ictor\ 
at  Tidv,  and  alter  working  there  some  time  he 
went  to  Xew  \'ork  Citv  as  agent  for  the  coni- 
paii}'.  During  the  eoiistruction  of  the  New 
^'ork  Central  Railroad  lie  was  em])|oved  as 
o\erseer  ol  the  grading  and  bridge-building. 
He  now  resides  at  Laiiaseraga,  Allegan)' 
C'ount}',  where  he  owns  a  large  farm.  He 
married  in  1832  fleleii  M.  Shipman,  ilaugliter 
ot  David  .Shipman,  a  larmer,  who  was  the 
manager  ol  the  noted  lemperance  Hotel  of 
Cjciiit  Smith  in  Mailisoii  CouiU\'.  .Mr.  and 
]\Irs.  Archibald  R.  Norris  became  the  parents 
of  six  children,  as  follows  :  luigeiie  1*".,  wlio 
resides  at  home;  Cliarles,  who  tlied  at  the  age 
of  seven  \ears;  Lucv,  living  with  her  brother 
l-'rank  at  /Xltica,  N.  \ .  ;  b'red,  who  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biograiibv;  b'rank,  who  is  in  the 
newspaper  business  at  Attica;  and  Nina,  who 
d led  at  an  earl v  age. 

b'red  .\orris,  after  graduating  from  the  high 
school  at  Canaseraga,  learned  the  jirintei's 
trade  with  V .  S.  Mills,  of  the  Canasei'aga 
Jiii/is.  Ill  1888  Mr.  Xoiris,  in  cornpanv  with 
his  brother  bbaiik,  came  to  Castile  and  bought 
out  the  interests  ol  .Mr,  A.  (iaines,  the  editor 
ol  the  Ctisii/uni,  a  bright  and  newsv  weeklv 
paper,  which  is  loieinost  in  advocating  nei.-ded 
retorms.  In  Mav,  1884,  Mr.  Norris  1joul;1u 
out  his  brother's  interest  in  the  |)a]K'r,  and  now 
conducts  the  Inisiness  alone. 

(  )n  July  12,  1893,  Mr.  Norris  was  joined  in 
marriage  to  J  ul ia  A.  I'icketl,  daughter  of  Dan- 
iel S.  and  Lliza  (Craves)  I'iekett.  Daniel 
I'ickett,  the  father,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Castile,  August  30,  1827,  and  was  the  son  of 
James  K.  and  Llizabeth  (Havens)  bickett. 
James  K.,  the  grandfather  of  Airs.  Norris, 
was  born  January  2(),  1786,  in  Wash i n^^ton 
Count)',  New  \'ork,  and  at  the  age  of  lliiiteeii 
was  bound  out  to  service;  but,  finding  restraint 
irksome,  he  ran  awav  troni  his  master  and  went 
to  sea,     I'"or  seven  )  ears  he  lol  lowed  a  se.ifar- 
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ill;;-  life.  In  I  NoS  lie  was  taken  from  his  shi]) 
with  a  comrade,  and  impressed  into  the  Ih'itish 
iei',  wheie  he  leiiiained  lor  three  }eai's. 
lie  was  present  at  the  battle  of  I'lushinj;. 
When  war  was  declared  hetweeii  the  Lfnited 
States  and  l'JiL;land,  lhe\-  relirsed  to  ser\e 
|onL;er,  and  deinandi/d  tliat  the\  he  treated  as 
prisonei's  of  wai'.  I  heir  demands  were  acceded 
to,  and  tluw  were  confined  in  a  jirison  ship. 
Ml',  i'ickelt  was  e\(,  handed  ahont  si.v  months 
after.  KeturniiiL;  home,  lie  mari  ied  l^lizabeth 
1  la\ ens  and  about  1  >S  1  S  came  to  Castile,  Wy- 
oming- CountN',  where  he  bon^ht  fift)'  acres  of 
l.md  near  .Silver  Lake.  i  bis  p. ill  of  the  coun- 
ti\  beiii--  at  that  time  a  complete  wilderness, 
tliickh  wooded,  he  clearcil  the  land,  built  a 
lot;  house,  ainl  here  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  thin,;;'  An-iist  S,  1S57.  lie  and  his 
wife  had  scweii  cliihiren  -  h!phiaim,  Jose|)h, 
("iiKidnian  11.,  Saiah,  iJaiiiel  S. ,  W'illiam  l-^., 
and  I'di/abeth. 

■|  he  mai  ria,i;e  of  Daniel  S.  I'ickett  to  I\liza 
(ira\es  occurred  in  1^54.  .She  was  born  De- 
cember 22,  iNi  T,  and  was  ,1  dau_L;hter  of  Joseph 
and  .Alaiw  (Ridsdale)  (lra\es,  Imth  of  whom 
came  to  .\mciiia  liom  \'oiks]iire,  J'ai^land, 
about  I.SJ7,  and  settled  in  Castile,  where  the_\- 
resided  diiriii;;  the  remainder  ol  their  li\es. 
Daniel  .S,  I'ickctt  soon  after  his  marriage  set- 
tled in  I'asiile,  where  he  bon-lit  land  and  has 
since  done  a  lar;;e  business  as  a  dealer  in  a<;ri- 
cultural  implements.  lie  and  liis  wile  ha\e 
thice  children.  Mar\-  D. ,  born  Januar)'  15, 
iSv'i,  mariied  ('.  |.  .Smith,  and  resitles  in 
I'lcsiio,  I'al.  v\L;iies,  bmii  januar)-  I,  i860, 
inari  ied  !''rcd  .Smith,  and  li\es  in  (  )maha,  Xeb. 
lulia,  born  Deceui!)er  S,  1863,  is  the  wife  of 
Mr.  .X.iriis,  ol  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Xoriis  has  an  interest  in  the  IClitsae 
MamifacturiiiL;  (  ompaiu',  but  is  best  known 
through  his  CDnnedioii  with  journalism.  lie 
supports  the  Dcniouatic  i)art\',  and  conducts 
his  pa[)er  with  marked  abilit\,  meeting-  witli  a 
well-meritcil  success. 


ath 


.f 

the  C'ount\  iioard  nl  .Super\isors,  aiul 
a  member  ol  the  .Snpci'v  isors'  Associ- 
.ix  iiiListon  ('(anil\',  was  born  in  (lro\'e- 


land  ill  iS^o,  where  his  father,  llar\e\  I'.wart, 
was  also  born,  .March  15,  I  S  1 1 1.  11  is  ;;raiul- 
tather,  (icoii^c  h!w,iil,  w,is  a  n,iti\e  nl  CouiilN' 
Armagh,  Ireland,  and  nl  .Stntili  aiiccstiw.  .S.  1 
tar  as  known,  the  lattei'  and  hi'-  bioihcr  (oliri 
were  tin.'  onh  meuibcis  ol  tin.'  bimih  who  Lame 
to  .America. 

The  t;randl,itlKa'  was  reared  and  mariied  in 
his  native  land,  and  aluuit  the  \ear  l  .S07  came 
to  America,  accompanied  b\'  his  wife  and 
seven  cliildicn.  1  he\  crossed  the  ocean  in  a 
sail  in^-\ essel,  and,  kiiulin;;-  in  i'h  i  ladel  ph  ia, 
l)roceeded  to  1  lai  risbiir:;,  I'a.,  and  Ironi  there 
to  (ieiiese(j  in  .Xew  \'oik  .State,  where  he 
became  a  pioneer.  After  remainiii;;'  in  that 
towm  one  \ear  he  mo\ed  to  (imvLdand,  piir- 
chasini;'  a  tract  ol  land  upon  v\liich  was  a  h>^ 
house  and  a  few  farmiiiL;'  uten-ils.  With 
these,  which  constituted  Ids  onl\-  possessions 
in  life,  lie  bc;;an  his  career  as  an  American 
farmer.  At  this  time  there  were  no  railroads 
or  canals,  and  the  lariuers  were  iibliL;ed  to  take 
their  surplus  pindiice  b\  team  to  kochester  tor 
a  market.  I  he  people  li\ed  chietb,-  upon  the 
products  of  the  land,  and  .Mr.  JAvart's  wife 
clothed  her  lamih  in  liomespun  ol  iiei'  own 
spinning'  and  weaxin-.  lie  made  stcad\'  ini- 
pro\'ement  in  spite  dI  the  man\  hardships  ol 
|:>ioneeii iil;,  and  became  a  successlul  tanner. 
He  died  at  <iro\ eland  at  the  ai;e  of  ciL;ht\  -four 
X'ears.  I  he  maiden  name  ol  liis  w  ile  was 
Sarah  .Smith.  .She  is  a  iialixe  ol  the  same 
couiitN  as  Iki"  husband  ;  .iiul  she  died  at  the  a;;e 
of  ei^lit\ -tiiie,  alter  ha\  ini;'  idled  ten  children, 
whose  names  were  as  lollows:  Xaiicw  .S.ilh, 
Mar)',  .Maria,  llar\L\-,  Samuel,  W'illiam, 
James,  Jane,  and  |obii.  (ieoi-e  lA\art  and 
his  wile  were  members  ol  the  l'resl)\ teriaii 
church,  ol  which  he  was  an  I'.lder  for  mam- 
years. 

Mar\e\-  lA\art  is  piobabh'  the  ohiest  native- 
born  citi/eii  in  the  town  ol  Croxeland.  lie 
was  reared  to  a^riciill  ural  pursuits,  and,  w  ith 
the  exceptioi  of  some  time  spent  in  travel, 
has  alwa\s  lived  ii|)oii  the  larni  wliere  he  was 
born.  \\  hen  about  t w cut \ -t lirce  \  e,irs  ol  a;;e, 
his  health  beiiiL;  somewhat  imp.iiied,  he  was 
ach'ised  to  ti\  a  sea  \ii\aL;e;  and  he  went  to 
licdaiid,  where  he  remained  a  \ear.  lie  then 
returned   to  the   L  uited    .States,  -uiue'  first  to 
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Ohio,  and  from  there  to  Vir<;inia,  where  he 
tauj;ht  school  for  a  time,  and  after  an  absence 
of  thiee  \  ears  came  hack  to  (iro\'elancl  and  re- 
sumed farmini;'.  I  fe  succeeded  to  the  owner- 
shi))  of  the  home  faiin,  and  lias  resided  upon 
it  c\  er  simc.  II  is  first  wife  was  Matilda 
lk'[;()le,  a  nati\e,  it  is  su|)|)osed,  of  W'a)  land, 
AlleL;an}'  Count\-,  X.  Y .  She  was  the  dauj^h- 
ter  of  Thomas  Hci;olc,  a  farmer  of  Grcn eland, 
and  died  Ma\'  ii,  iNoi.  His  second  wife, 
whom  lie  marrietl  .March  24,  1863,  was  hlliza- 
hctli  Sears,  daughter  of  h'ranklin  and  I'Tiza- 
heth  (Shaddci's)  Srais,  nati\es,  resjiect  i\'el\', 
of  Harre,  Mass.,  and  1  lagerstown,  Md.  ^[r. 
I'lwart's  tlirce  t  h i Idrcn  are  :  Mary  Ann,  Nanc\ 
M.  1'"..,  and  (ieor;;e  T.  Mary  Ann  married 
l'"red  \'an  Antwerp,  and  resides  at  llinton, 
W.  \'a. ,  whei  e  he  is  a  merchant.  Nancy 
M.  1{.  married  A/el  l'\)rd,  a  real  estate 
dealer,  who  has  -,cr\e(l  as  a  member  uf  the 
West  \'iri;inia  legislature.  They  ha\e  ti\-e 
children  —  .\nna,  (iracc,  Har\-e)-,  Marion,  , and 
Cecil  1^'ord, 

George  T.  ICwart  attended  the  State  normal 
school  at  (lencsco  two  \ears,  and  afterward 
assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  until  i8(S4, 
when  he  went  to  West  X'irginia.  He  remained 
there  tour  \'ears,  lieiuLC  enjj.a'j-ed  in  mercantile 
business.  In  iSHN  he  returned  to  Ciroveland 
to  assume  charge  of  the  home  farm,  and  has 
since  remained  there.  Me  is  a  verv  active 
and  intelligent  \'oung  man,  a  fair-minded  and 
consistent  [jolitician,  and  a  general  favorite 
with  all  who  know  him.  I  le  has  a  future  be- 
fore him,  and  his  fellow-townsmen  will  watch 
his  adx'ancemeiit  with  pi'ide.  Ik'sides  being 
.Super\  isor,  he  has  ahead)'  scr\ed  six  )ears  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 


(^pr  p.  BURKHART,  M.D.S.,  a  skilful 
Ll\  and  successful  dentist  of  Dansville, 
yJI^V  N.V.,  a  citizen  closely  connected 
with  e\'ery  interest  (jf  local  impor- 
tance in  the  town,  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
May  17,  1852.  His  father,  Jacob,  was  of  Ba- 
varian birth,  and  lived  foi"  a  time  in  New  York 
Cit}',  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  cooper. 
Removing  to  Cleveland,  ()hio,  he  there  became 
a  manufacturer  o{   barrels,  casks,  and  tanks. 


He  died  at  the  age  of  fift\-  \cars.  He  was  an 
active  member  o|  the  .National  (iuard  ot  ()liio, 
being  conncctetl  in  \arious  |Josiiions  with  one 
of  the  leading  militar\-  tunipanicv  in  Cle\ eland. 
He  was  one  of  the  bc-^t  I'ifle  shots  in  the  citw 
.At  the  l)^e.d^ing  out  of  the  war  in  1  No  1 ,  with 
the  assistance  ol  several  lriend>,  he  organized 
a  compLun  ol  shari)shooteis,  but  he  was  ni>t 
acce[)ted  on  account  of  plnsical  (iisal)ilities. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wile,  who  is  still  li\'- 
ing  in  the  West,  was  Hinna  liuckholts.  She 
reared  ti\c  childi'en,  nanieh"  :  .\.  1'.  Murkhail, 
the  subject  of  tin.-,  sketch;  I.auia;  Julia;  Har- 
\e\' ;  and  W  illiam.  Laura  niarrietl  L  harles 
Ke|)pler,  a  Westein  gentleman. 

.\.  P.  Purkhart  was  \-cry  }'oung  when  his 
father  diet!.  He  \va>  educated  at  the  public 
schools  in  Cleveland,  and  afterward  atteniled 
l^iwant  is:  .Stiatton's  Pusiness  College  in  that 
cit\'.  He  later  taught  one  \ear  in  the  Collegi- 
ate institute  at  I'owanda,  Pa.,  after  whii.h  he 
taught  several  xeai's  in  the  union  sthoid  in 
L\iins,  Wavne  Countv,  N.  ^^  b'rom  there  he 
came  to  iJansville  in  1873,  and  began  tlie 
studv  of  dentistrv  with  P)r.  '.Jniglev.  He 
completed  his  studies,  aiul  entered  into  |jrac- 
tice,  having  purchased  his  principal's  interest; 
and  in  1870  the  degree  of  M.  I).  .S.  wa>  con- 
fen'ed  ui)on  him  In'  the  State  l^oard.  He  has 
also  taken  seveial  cour>es  ;il  the  ])ost-gradnate 
school.  'File  busines'-  which  he  pui'chased  ill 
1874  was  eslal)li--he(l  in  1838  b\-  I'aidc)'  & 
Bristol,  who  were  succeedetl  1)V  l)r.  A.  <Jnig- 
ley.  Dr.  C..  C.  Haboll,  and  Dr.'  Pnrkhart.'  It 
will  be  seen,  therefore,  tliat  the  prc-ent  busi- 
ness has  been  established  ne.iilv  si\tv  \ears. 
Dr.  Puikharl  L-njo\  s  a  \ci  \'  large  general  |)rac- 
tice.  He  also  attends  to  the  deaitid  work  ol 
the  Sanatorium,  wliich  speaks  hi;j,lilv  tor  his 
professional  aldlitv.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  I'lighth  Distiict  Dental  .Societv  for 
manv  years,  and  has  Idled  the  otTici'  of  I'resi- 
dcnl  of  same,  and  for  a  number  of  veais  that 
of  S  •cretar\'.  He  is  a  member  of  .several 
secret  and  other  social  societies,  has  held 
nearly  all  the  ollices  in  the  Independent  ()rder 
of  Odd  b'ellows,  and  was  i)istrict  Dc])Utv. 
He  joined  PlKciiix  Lodge,  No.  11;,  .\.  b". 
&  A.  M.,  and  has  held  all  the  chairs  of  that 
lodge,    having  served    as    Master   live  years. 
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111  the  I'lcjuitahlc  Aid  Union  he  has  held  the 
(iffiee  1)1"  Siipienie  Aeenunlaut,  handling'  in 
two  veai's  line  and  ime-halt  luilliun  ilnlhirs, 
anti  lias  represented  New  Wivk  State  in  the 
supreme  hmU'  as  sniMenie  re|iresentati\'e  since 
1  8  ST). 

Dr.  lUn'khart  married  Miss  Sarah  Ouigley,  a 
(laughter  (if  Dr.  nui;j,le\-,  his  instructor  in  den- 
tistr}',  of  whom  he  purchased  his  business. 
The}'  lia\e  two  children  -  (leorge  and  W'ra. 
The  Doclor  is  a  kepuldican  in  politics.  He 
has  served  on  the  Town  Committee  several 
years,  has  been  active  in  ciiunt\'  politics,  and 
is  a  hard  w  orker  ilui  i ni;  I'l  esitlenl ial  cam])aigns. 
He  is  also  a  membei  of  the  ko\al  .Arch  Chap- 
ter, bein--  Hii;"h  I'l  ie.st.  He  is  District 
DeputN'  at  tlli^  time  (1N94)  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Masonic  District,  which  is  composed  of 
four  counties,  ha\-inL;-  been  appointed  in  1S93 
by  the  Cirand  Master.  lie  is  Secretary  of  the 
Daiis\-ille  h'air  ami  Racing  .Association,  in 
which  he  tcd-;es  an  actixe  interest.  He  was  the 
tirst  I'reasuiei'  of  the  new  union  school,  ami 
was  \  erv  acti\e  in  it.s  eslabl i.shment,  and  in  se- 
curing and  foiwarding  tlie  erection  of  this 
beautiful  sclmol  building.  lie  is  a  communi- 
cant of  the  I'lpisciipjl  cliurcli,  of  whicli  he  is 
one  of  the  \'estr\,  and  was  tm-  a  number  of 
years  the  I'leasurei'. 

The  mail)'  sterling  ipialities  of  Dr.  lUirkhart 
ai'e  greath"  ap|ireciated  b\'  the  entire  commu- 
nit\'  in  which  he  lives;  and  the  e.\cei:)t ionally 
prosijcrous  condition  of  his  business,  together 
with  the  numei-ous  social  distinctions  that  ha\'e 
been  conterred  upon  him,  speak  much  more 
lorcibl\  than  words  of  the  high  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  b\'  his  fellow-townsmen. 
His  portrait  on  an  adjoining  page  will  be 
viewed  with  ])leasure  l)V  manv  actpiai nlances 
and  frientls. 


Y^^MAX  S.  COLI-.MAX,  I'ostmaster  of 
ijj      Castile,   \\'\oniing  Count}',  is  a 

-1-.^  ^  successful  pioduce  dealer  in  this 
place.  He  was  boi  ii  in  West  Haven, 
Rutland  Count)',  \'t.,  .August  ]0,  iH^o,  being 
the  voungei"  son  of  Sidiiev  A.  and  I'lmily  L. 
(W'ebstei")  Coleman,  and  graiulson  of  I'Irastus 
and    Cornelia    (l?illings)    Coleman.      Erastus  | 


Coleman  and  his  wife  were  natixes  of  Litch- 
field, Conn.  ;  and  in  that  |)lace  the)'  weie  mar- 
ried. He  was  a  woollen  manufacturer,  and 
subsequentl)'  removed  to  West  Haven,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  eight)'  vears.  in  |)olitics 
he  was  a  i)emoci'at,  and  he  ami  his  wife  weie 
members  of  the  Baptist  chinch.  'I'heir  si.\ 
childri^'n  weie  :  l'".li/:i,  who  niari  ieil  .A.  ik-nson, 
and  is  now  dead;  Hiram,  who  married  .Ange- 
line  Chuich,  and  lives  in  Iowa;  Cornelia,  who 
mairied  Isaac  Dickinson,  and  is  now  dcLid  ; 
Krastus,  deceased  ;  .Siilne\',  vvlio  is  the  fatlier 
of  tile  subject  ot  this  biographv  ;  and  l'"annie, 
who  married  I'rofessor  .McCarul less. 

Sitlnev'  Coleman  was  born  at  West  Haven, 
\T.,  in  iSiTi.  He  recei\'ed  a  district-school 
education;  ami,  being  naturally  of  an  in\'enti\'e 
turn  of  mind,  he  gave  his  attention  to  mechan- 
ical i)ursuits,  and  invented  an  engine  for  boats 
and  a  machine  for  fulling  cloth,  Ijoth  of  which 
have  been  used  with  mucii  success.  He  also 
studied  surv'e)ing;  and,  when  only  twent)'- 
eiglit  vears  of  age,  while  surve)'ing  the  coast  of 
North  Caiolina,  he  fell  a  victim  to  )'ellow 
fever  and  died,  leaving. i  wife  and  two  children. 
He  was  buried  at  Xewbci'ii,  .\.  C.  His  wife, 
b'niih'  Welister,  was  born  in  Hampton,  Wash- 
ington County,  X.\'.,  .April  2,  1S14,  being 
the  daughter  of  Wait  and  Hannah  (Wheat) 
Webster.  Wait  Webster,  a  well-known  fainier 
of  llampton,  X.\'.,  was  born  in  Xew  Hamp- 
shire, and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
)ears.  lie  had  a  family  of  hve  children  — 
.Anna,  i-jnil)',  Horace,  isabelle,  and  Hiram, 
lie  was  a  |)riv'ale  in  the  Wai'  of  icSi:?,  and  in 
politics  was  a  Democrat.  The  children  of 
.Sidnev  Coleman  were  Clayton  W.  and  l.yman. 
Cla)ton  was  born  januarv'  14,  1<S3<S,  and  mai'- 
ried  Ida  Jacobs,  who  died,  leaving  hve  chil- 
dren, lie  lives  in  Louisiana,  and  is  a  lumber 
merchant  and  a  manufactui'er  of  sashes  and 
blinds. 

L)'man  Coleman  was  born  in  the  same  house 
and  in  the  same  room  where  occurred  the  birth 
ol  Horace  Ciieelev.  .\lter  receiving  an  educa- 
tion at  the  district  school,  he  beg.m  farming  at 
Cicnesee  I  "alls,  on  a  fai'iii  of  eight)'  acies. 
J-\)ur  )ears  later  he  went  to  Castile  aiul  started 
in  business  on  Main  Street.  in  1870,  selling 
(Hit  that  busines.s,  he  l)uilt  two  storage  houses, 
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which  he  slockrd  w  illi  piinhicc,  and  carried  i>ii 
a  hir^c  trade.  In  1NN7  he  went  to  New  ( )r- 
Icans,  and  there  operated  a  sa^h  and  blind  lae- 
toi  \ ,  w  hich  i^  now  under  the  nuinagenicnt  of 
hi^  son,  who  also  does  an  extensix'c  business 
in  buNinp,  anti  selling;  linntjer.  In  eonnecl  ion 
w  itii  the  proihux'  busini/ss,  Mr.  Coleman  deals 
in  L;fain  and  lertili/ers,  ami  also  has  a  lari;e 
coal  \'ard. 

Ill  1  SOo  Mr.  ('olenian  marrietl  iMiss  Lucy  A. 
Hliss,  who  was  born  in  the  town  ol  Like,  Sep- 
tember S,  1  .S4C),  dau,i;htei  o[  .Sciiylcr  and  Mar\' 
IC.  (i'orter)  Bliss.  .Scn\ lei  LI iss  was  a  nat i\"e 
of  ilartw  ick,  (  )tsei;o  L'oiinty,  whence  he  re- 
mo\'ed  to  I'ike,  and  atterward  to  (lenesee 
I''alls.  in  llie  latter  |ilace  he  owned  two  hun- 
dred aiul  .si\t\  acies  ot  uiicultix'ated  land, 
which  he  cleared  and  impro\ed,  and  on  which 
he  erecteil  frame  buildings.  Me  ami  his 
wife  died  when  about  eight}'  )'ears  ot  age. 
The)'  were  the  parents  of  two  children  — 
(iuilford  iJ.,  who  married  I'dizabeth  Lost, 
li\es  in  I'astile,  and  has  one  child;  and 
Lucy  A.,  who  is  the  w  ile  ot  the  subject  ot  this 
biograpln . 

Mr.  and  Mr>.  L\nian  Coleman  have  had  four 
children,  twd  of  whom  ha\e  passed  awa)' ; 
nameh',  Lmil\'  and  .Sidney.  The  two  now 
lix'ing  are  Sctulei'  L.  and  ]",tta.  Scuyler  H. 
Coleman   was   boiii    .Ma\    15,  and  now 

li\es  in  New  ()i  leans,  where  he  has  the  man- 
agement of  his  father's  factor)'.  His  wife's 
maiden  name  was  l^slellc  Mamblen,  and  they 
]ia\e  two  childi  en Scuyler  and  W'ra  —  a 
daughter,  Rosetta,  liaxing  died.  Mr.  Cole- 
man's tlaughter  I'Ata  was  born  April  30,  1867, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  1'.  L.  Ihinl)len,  a  hard- 
ware dealer  ot  llonstoii,  I'e.x. 

Mr.  Coleman  is  a  Democrat,  and  was  ap- 
pointeil  Postmaster  jaiiuar)'  5,  i  (S94.  lie  was 
United  States  Loan  Commissioner  for  twelve 
years,  is  a  Corporation  Trustee,  has  been  on  the 
School  Loard  tor  twent\'  }ears,  and  was  Deputy 
Lostmaster  in  1.S71).  lie  is  a  member  of  Oak- 
land Lodge,  A.  !•'.  .\.  M.,  No.  379,  and  of 
\V}dming  Chapter,  No.  iNi,  at  Warsaw,  N.  \'. 
He  is  an  intluential  and  esteemed  citizen  of 
Castile,  where  he  is  well  known  through  his 
successf  ,!  business  career  and  his  man\'  otlices 
of  publ ie  ti  ust. 


A\'RAULT,  one  of  tla  lore- 
LL\  most  biisines.-,  men  of  the  village  of 
/,J|^\  Mount  Mori  is,  .\.\'.,  occupii  s  an 
'  important  position  among  the  eiitei-- 
prising  and  intluential  citizens  of  this  section 
of  Li\-ingslon  County.  He  was  born  in  the 
tf)wn  of  Allen,  Allegany  County,  Ma)'  31, 
1849.  He  comes  of  substantial  New  I'lngland 
stock,  being  a  grandson  of  Rdswell  A\rault, 
who  migra.ted  to  this  .State  from  New  llamp- 
shire,  becoming  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Alle- 
gany Count)',  where  tlie  last  )e.irs  of  his  life 
wei'e  silent.  (_)ne  of  his  brothers,  Allen 
Ayrault,  grand-uncle  of  the  gentleman  to 
whom  we  refer  in  this  brief  sketch,  was  for 
many  years  one  of  tlie  leatling  financiers  (T 
Li\-ingston  Count)',  being  a  well-known 
banker  of  (leneseo. 

Lyman  A)rault,  son  ui  Roswell,  was  born 
during  the  residence  of  his  parents  in  Short 
Tiact,  Allegany  County,  and  was  there 
reared  and  educated.  He  was  a  man  of 
marked  ability  and  forci,-  of  character,  ami 
early  in  lite  embarketl  in  a  mercantile  career. 
Removing  to  this  coimty,  he  estalilished 
himself  in  the  town  of  Dalton,  and  was  for 
many  )'ears  one  of  its  most  successful  mer- 
chants and  esteemed  citizens,  but  subse- 
cjiiently  changed  the  base  of  his  operations  to 
New  York  Cit)'.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the 
produce  and  commission  business  at  iio 
Lo\-ina  A\-enue,  Jerse)'  Cit)'.  His  wife, 
wh(^se  maiden  name  was  Baldwin,  became  the 
mother  of  two  cliildren  —  Xella,  the  wife  of 
W.  11.  Upson,  of  Lock  port,  N.Y.,  and  Allen, 
of  Mount  Morris. 

Allen  A)rault  recei\'ed  a  substantial  foun- 
dation for  his  etiucation  in  the  public  schoids 
of  Dalton,  going  thence  to  the  high  school  in 
Rochester,  and  siibsequentl)'  taking  a  thor- 
ough commercial  course  at  the  Loughkeejisie 
Business  College.  After  his  graduation  Mr. 
Ayrault  entered  the  store  of  his  father,  and 
while  associated  with  him  accjuired  a  jn-actical 
knowledge  of  mercantile  affairs.  In  1889  he 
opened  his  present  elevator  at  Mount  Morris, 
where  he  has  built  ujj  a  large  and  lucrati\e 
trade  as  a  produce  dealer,  handling  among 
other  articles  of  tral'fic  beans,  grain,  wool, 
baled    hay,    straw,   and   apples,    his  energy, 
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capability,  and  honoi-ablc  methods  winning 
him  pni.spcrity  anil  .sucfcss  in  his  various 
undcrtak  i  ngs. 

The  uniun  ot  Mr.  Ayrault  and  Miss  Jennie 
1'].  Carson  was  ctdebrated  in  1872;  and  the 
joys  of  their  wedded  lile  have  l)een  increased 
by  the  birth  of  hx'e  chihhen  —  William  L., 
Lillian  C,  J.  Allen,  Arthur  II.,  and 
I\Iarion.  Mr.  Ayrault  is  extremely  public- 
spirited,  e\'er  lending  his  influence  and 
assistance  to  prouK^te  the  welfare  and  ad- 
vancement of  his  town  and  county,  and  is 
everywhere  recognised  as  a  man  of  sterling 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  In  politics  he 
is  a  straight  Republican,  and  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  in  1.S72  for  General  Grant. 
He  has  served  for  se\'eral  years  as  school 
Trustee,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters  in  genei'al.  Socially,  Mr. 
Ayrault  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, of  the  Indei)endent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, and  of  the  L'nited  Workmen.  Both  he 
anil  his  estimable  wife  are  communicants  of 
the  l~.piseopal  church.   '  '      '  ■ 


/T^AIA'IN  HLAKi:,  a  well-known  citizen 
I  v-^  of  tlie  town  of  {laines\ille,  W)'oming 
\^  C'ountv,  XA'.,  is  a  native  of  tlie 
(iieen  Mountain  .State,  having  been 
boi  n  l-'cl)ruar\  20,  i  S 1  i ,  in  the  town  of  Sut- 
ton, Caledonia  Count\.  His  father,  James 
Blake,  probabh  belongs  b\'  birth  to  the  same 
State,  as  his  l)o\]io(jd  and  \'outh  were  spent 
iheie  ;  and  there  his  mai  i  iage  took  place. 
When  his  mjii  Cahin  was  two  years  okl,  in 
1 81  3,  James  lilake  mo\  ed  to  I'errv,  bought  a 
liact  o|  tind)eietl  Kind  about  one-half  mile  west 
111  l'err\-  Centie,  elected  a  house,  and  resided 
lhei-e  a  few  \eais.  lie  then  sold  out  and 
went  to  li\e  at  West  I'errw  from  which  iilaee 
he  iemo\ed  in  a  short  time  to  the  Inlet,  near 
i'eir\  X'illage,  and,  establishing  a  brick-yard, 
iiUioduced  the  indu>lr\-  of  brick-making. 
Ihuing  continued  in  this  business  tor  some 
_\ea]s,  lie  ga\e  up  his  interest  in  the  concern, 
and  went  back  to  l'err\  \'ilhige  and  opened  a 
hotel,  wliich  he  carried  on  mider  his  own 
superx'ision  till  the  time  of  his  earthly  labors 
wa.s   eiiiled.     11  is   wife   was    before  marriage 


Miss  Hannah  I-'rench.  .She  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, and  was  a  daughter  of  (  )l)adiah  l^'rench, 
of  that  .State.  The  children  slie  bore  to  James 
Hlake  were  three  in  numbei,  two  of  whom  aie 
still  li\'ing  and  hohling  honored  places  in  the 
communit\,  namel)' :  Cahdn;  and  I'oll}',  wife 
of  (  )lxuliah  Ilowe.  John  ilied  at  the  age  of 
nine  )eais.  In  religion  the  father  was  a  Uni- 
\ersalist,  and  the  mother  was  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church.  After  the  death  of 
her  rtrst  husl)and  Mi's.  Blake  contracted  a  sec- 
ond mairiage,  and  was  the  mother  of  three 
other  children  not  named  in  this  account. 
.She  spent  her  later  years  in  Alontgomery 
County,  Illinois,  and  died  there  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years. 

Cahin  Blake  spent  his  eail)'  )'ears  untler  the 
ixiternal  roof,  attending  school,  ami  later 
going  for  a  year  to  the  .M  iddlelniry  Academy. 
After  this  he  taught  school  for  a  \ear,  and 
then  went  to  work  in  the  emjibn-  of  his  uncle, 
Rozell  Morgan  Cmtiss,  a  lumber  merchant  of 
Castile.  He  remained  in  this  occupation  till 
he  was  twenty-four,  and  then  conchuled  to  set 
up  iuv  himself.  In  the  \'ear  1834  he  was  mai"- 
ried,  and  ])urchased  a  farm  in  Castile,  consist- 
ing of  about  se\'ent\'-fi\-e  acres  of  laiul  cleaied 
off  the  bdats.  He  remained  on  thi.s  place,  get- 
ting it  graduallv  luuler  cult i\at ion,  thiee  }ears, 
and  then  sold  it  and  went  to  Alontgomerv 
Count)',  Illinois,  where  he  taught  school  for  a 
year,  subsec|uentl v  carrying  on  a  farm  for  some 
yeais  longer.  llaxing  an  opening  i^resented 
to  him  which  promised  to  be  ad\'antageous,  he 
returned  h'.ast  to  Lamont,  and  became  the  \'er\- 
successtul  ])ioprietoi-  of  the  hotel  in  that  town. 
He  held  the  management  of  this  enter])rise 
four  _\ears,  from  1S42  to  1846,  and  then  sidd 
out  his  interest  in  the  business,  aiui,  going 
back  to  the  scene  of  his  earl\-  da\'s,  bought 
eight\'  acres  of  land  in  Castile,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  brief  ])eriod.  lie  next  bought 
the  Temperance  House  in  Gainesville,  which  he 
final  I)'  sold,  and  purchased  a  farm  of  sevent\  -si.\ 
acres  in  this  town,  on  which  he  has  remained 
till  the  present  time.  Mr.  Blake  iias  erected 
all  the  buiUlings  now  standing  on  the  estate, 
anti  has  put  the  land  under  such  successful 
culli\alion  th.it  it  [Mesents  a  line  api)earance. 

In  (  )ctobei',  1834,  Mr.  Bl.ike  was  uniteil  in 
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marriage  to  Miss  A.  Uiana  Dudley,  of  Castile. 
She  was  boi  n  in  Rutland,  V't.  ;  and  her  parents 
were  pioneers  in  this  part  of  the  countr)'. 
J  ler  only  cliild,  W  illaid  I  J.  Blake,  was  a  bra\e 
)'oung"  man,  wh<i,  responding  to  his  eountr)''s 
eall,  went  to  the  held  ol  action  in  the  New 
\'ork  Twenl} -fouith  l^atter)-,  and  dining  ser- 
vice was  taken  prisoner  and  con\'e)etl  to  the 
prison  at  .\nderson\  i  He,  where  he  subse- 
quently died  at  the  earl}'  age  of  t went)--five. 
Mr.  Hlake's  hrst  wife  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
se\'en.  11  is  second  wife  was  Miss  Laura  Ann 
Bedell,  who  became  the  mother  ol  si\  (.hildren 
—  riannah,  a  scho(d-leacher  in  Victor,  Monroe 
County,  X.  \'.  ;  John,  deceased;  Mary;  J"' rank, 
a  farmer  in  ( iainesvi  lie,  married  to  J^stelle 
Sheffiekl,  who  has  one  child,  John  C.  ,  James 
F.  ;  and  Ko/ell  Curtiss,  who  conducts  liis 
father's  farm.  Two  ot  the  sons  are  on  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  eight)'  acres,  situated 
about  two  miles  froiu  the  (iaines\ille  Semi- 
nary, from  which  one  ot  Mr.  lilake's  daughters 
was  graduated,  ami  which  was  considered  a 
flourishing  sihool.  The  ])arents  attend  the 
Congregational  church,  and  Mrs.  lilakc's  fani- 
ilv  are  also  members.  Jn  politics  Mr.  Blake 
holds  to  the  Democratic  party.  His  first  Pres- 
idential vote  was  for  Andrew  Jackson;  and  at 
ever)'  succeeding  Presidential  election  he  has 
voted  for  his  part\  's  canditlate,  with  the  e.\ce|)- 
tion  of  l''ranklin  Pierce. 


Yf^lA'.    I  IIOM.XS  AITKP:N,  who  was  for 
I  over  loi-t\  -tive  years  the  faithful  pastor 

I b\  of  the  l'iesb)terian  church  at  NcMth 
Sparta,  J.i\iiigston  County,  N.^'., 
was  born  at  balkirk,  Stirlingshire,  Scotland. 
From  earlv  \iiuth  he  showed  marked  intellect- 
ual abilit\',  and  in  consequence  was  allowed 
to  jnirsue  the  course  ol  study  fcjr  which  he  was 
best  e|ualifled,  so  th.it,  when  twenty  years  of 
age,  he  was  graduateil  from  the  University  of 
Glasgow.  With  the  knowledge  thus  acquired 
Mr.  Aitken  felt  hiiuself  called  to  the  highest 
of  jjrofessions,  and  soon  began  the  study  of 
theolog)-  at  the  Secessionists'  Seminary  at 
Selkirk  and  (ilasgow.  lie  was  there  grad- 
uated with  high  honors  in  the  class  of  1823. 
He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Presbytery 


of  Stirling  on  June  8,  iiS24,  and  was  sent  in 
1825  as  a  missionar)'  to  the  ()rkne)'  Islands, 
where  he  li\'ed  and  preached  among  the  pt-ople 
loi'  two  years.  (  )n  June  2,  1829,  he  was 
oi'ilaineil  at  Ciipai",  and  preached  at  .St.  An- 
drew's for  nine  )'ears.  In  iiS:;.S  the  Rew 
'Pliomas  Aitken  came  to  .Aiuerica,  ami  lirst 
settled  in  J'"all  Iviver,  Mass.,  pi'eaching  there 
si.\  months,  at  the  end  ot  which  tiiue  he  was 
called  to  the  church  in  North  .Spaita,  X.  \'. 
This  pastoiate  he  held  until  his  death  in  1  SS4. 

'Phomas  Aitken  was  first  mariied  in  1.S27 
to  Agnes  .Smith,  who  died  in  1S70.  In  1N71 
he  luarried  lor  his  second  uite  Maigaret  Mann, 
daughtei"  ot  .Samuel  M.  Maim,  one  of  the  early 
]uoneers  of  the  town  of  C i'o\eland.  Mr.  Maim 
was  born  in  Horsliani,  Montgiiiiier)-  Count\', 
Pa.,  and  was  the  son  (if  Samuel  Mann,  of  the 
same  town.  His  grandfather,  John  ]\tann,  was 
born  in  the  northern  jjart  of  Ireland  of  .Scotch 
ancestry,  and  came  to  this  couiitr\'  when  a 
young  man.  Purchasing  a  tract  of  land  in  the 
town  of  Horsham,  he  erected  a  stone  house, 
which  is  standing  at  the  jiiesent  da\'.  After 
his  ileath  his  son  Saiuiiel  succeedeil  to  the 
ownership  ol  the  old  homesteatl,  carr\ing  on 
lumbering  and  tarming  there  until  he,  too, 
])assed  onward  to  the  silent  realms.  .Samuel 
Maiui  enlisted  'in  the  patriot  arm)  at  the  time 
ot  the  Revolution.  He  married  M.irgaret 
Keith,  a  nati\e  of  Bucks  Count\,  Penns\l\a- 
nia,  and  a  daughter  of  William  Keith,  whose 
home  was  noted  as  ha\  ing  been  tlie  licad- 
ipiai'teis  of  Washington  foi'  a  season  during  the 
Re\'ol lit ionar\'  War. 

Samuel  M.  Mann,  son  ol  .Samuel  and  .Mar- 
garet, and  father  of  Mrs.  Aitken,  followed  the 
trade  of  blacksmith  in  his  nati\e  .State  until 
1805,  when  he  made  his  first  \isit  to  Xcw 
\'ork,  am',  was  so  impressed  with  the  advan- 
tages ot  this  part  of  the  countr)-  that  he  bought 
a  tiact  ol  timbeied  land  in  what  was  then 
Sjxirta,  Ontai  io  C'oimt\',  Init  is  now  (irovelaiul, 
Li\-ingston  Count)-.  Here  he  cleared  land  and 
built  a  log  cabin,  aftei'  which  he  returned  to 
Pennsyhania  loi'  his  famil)  .  In  i  .So(')  the 
journe)-  was  made  in  wagons  containing  all 
their  earthly  possessions,  and  for  two  weeks 
the)'  were  upon  the  road.  Persevering  thi'ough 
toils,   pri\'at ions,   and   hardshijjs   that   can  be 
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scarcely  appreciated  hy  those  who  live  in  the 
present  (la\-,  the  Mann  faniil\-  estahlished  a 
|)leasant  home,  wheie  .Mr.  .Mann  dwelt  until 
his  death  at  the  a^e  nl  se\ent \-ei,L;ht  years. 

lie  mai'iied  Susan  Hurrdws,  a  natix'e  of  i 
Philadelphia  antl  daUL;hter  ul  (ieneial  John  ' 
Huii'dus.  Her  ^randtathei',  also  John  Ikir-  j 
lows,  was  l)(irn  in  l'jiL;land,  whence  he  came  to 
.America,  settling  hrst  in  New  Jersey  and 
afterward  in  Penns)l\ania.  At  the  time  the 
capital  was  e>tal)lished  at  W  ash ini;'ton  Mi'. 
Burrows  ixanoxcd  there  and  was  employed  as  a 
clerk  in  the  I'l ist -( ilfice  1  )e])artment.  PMye  of 
his  son>  and  twn  ^tep--siin>.  serxeil  in  the  Reyo- 
luti(Miai\^  War;  anil  nf  the  se\'en  hut  two  ! 
retuined,  one  nf  the^e  heiuL;"  deneral  Jnhn  Bur- 
rows, the  lather  of  .Mrs.  .Mann.  lie  was  com- 
missioned as  ( ieneial  of  the  .State  militia,  antl 
afterwai'd  raised  a  I'e^iment,  which  he  com- 
mandetl  in  the  War  of  iSij.  The  home  of 
(ieneral  Huimws  was  ahnut  twn  miles  from 
W'illiamspdrt,  where  hehuilt  a  Hour-mill  and 
cairied  mi  a  lai,i;e  taini.  1  1  is  wile  was  Jane 
riirlieil.  lie  wa^  a  man  much  inteiestetl  in 
all  puhlie  allaiis,  and  was  c\ ei'  ready  to  do 
what  he  could  Id]  the  common  weal.  He  died 
at  the  aL;"e  of  se\ent\'-se\en  \x\n^.  His  daugh- 
ter, Mis.  Mann,  died  when  eighth-two  years  of 
age,  ha\ing  reared  eight  children  —  Samuel 
.\.  ;  John  H.  ;  W  illiam  K.  ;  Jusiah  S.  ;  Jane 
H.  ;  Margaret,  .Mr.>.  Aitkeii  ;  .Mary  \V.  ;  and 
-Nathaniel   H.  Mann. 

Since  the  death  tif  hei'  husband  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Aitken  l)a^  (.untinued  tn  occupy  her  old 
home,  which  is  pleasantl\-  located  in  the 
.^outliei  p.  part  ol  the  town  ot  ( 1  loxxdand.  ke\'. 
Mr.  Aitken  was  a  man  ot  puie  and  noble  char- 
acter, and  Mas  greatl)'  beloxed  by  his  parish- 
ioneis  and  fellow-citi/ens,  who  will  e\'er  levere 
his  memor\-. 


K  AXClS    M.\RI().\    I'l'RINl-:,  M.L)., 

of  l)ans\illc,  Livingston  Counts',  N.\'., 
a  plnsician  ot  ripe  experience  and  high 
standing,  was  born  in  this  village  on  March 
2j,  1.S31.  His  famil)  iiisloiv,  on  the  paternal 
side,  dates  back  to  the  earl\-  part  of  last  cen- 
tuiw,  when  his  ancestor  came  to  America  and 
settled   in  New  Jerse}'.      I'he  Doctor's  grantl- 


father  was  boin  in  that  .State;  but  later  in  lite 
he  moved  to  C  ambridge,  \.\'.,  and  thence  by 
team  to  W  i  1 1  ianrsbuig,  near  the  present  site  ot 
(Jeiieseo.  Allei  a  residence  ol  two  years  in 
Will  ianisbuig  he  tinallv  I'cmoved  in  1799  to 
Dansville,  wheie  he  occupied  the  tilth  lesi- 
dence  in  the  village.  Huring  the  Revolution- 
ary War  he  seivetl  lor  five  )eais  under  (ieneral 
Marion,  who->e  honored  name  is  l)orne  by  the 
grandson  ol  whom  this  --ketch  is  written.  In 
Uansv  ille,  where  the  dec  lining  dav  s  ol  his 
long  anil  laboi  ious  lite  were  p  issed,  he  iean;d 
a  famih  ol  ten  chiKlieii,  and  died  heie  in  his 
ninet  v-fiiurlh  v  eai'. 

His  son,  I'etei'  I'ei  ine,  was  born  in  the  year 
of  the  removal  to  Hausville,  and  was  brought 
up  vyith  an  accurate  and  juactical  knowledge  of 
farm  life  and  tluties.  At  his  father's  death 
Peter  came  into  the  possession  oj  the  tamil}' 
estate,  vyhere  he  spent  his  entire  lite,  which 
extended  over  a  |ieriod  ot  eie,lity-lour  veai's. 
He  was  a  mendier  ot  the  L'luted  Pi  esbv  tei  ian 
church.  His  wile  was  .Miss  Catherine  Rice, 
one  ol  a  l.imilv  ol  ten  children,  wbo>e  p.irents 
lived  neir  I  roy,  in  the  e.istei  11  part  ol  the 
State.  (  )f  the  four  children  born  to  Peter  ami 
Catheiine  (Rice)  Pei'ine,  three  lived  to  matu- 
rit)  ,  nanieh' :  Lucy,  who  married  I'hai  les  Hall, 
foianei'lv  a  merchant  ol  .\lle;j,anv  (.'ountv,  and  in 
Dairsv  ilie  also,  and  11  membi.a'  tor  two  lerms  ol 
the  Asscanld  V  from  A  I  leg.my  Counts  ;  I  homLis 
L. ,  a  retired  l.irmer,  now  a  resident  ol  Paines- 
ville,  ()hio;  and  l)i.  iVaine,  of  the  pieseiit 
sketch. 

br.iiicis  .Marion  Perine  |)assed  the  care-liee 
and  happy  veais  o|  bovhood  in  i)ansyille, 
where  he  .ittended  the  public  si  hool  and  acad- 
emy. At  twenty  lie  was  sent  to  cidlege,  in 
''^55  giaduated  from  Hutfalo  Medical  Cni- 
versity,  and  in  the  lollowing  spring  began 
practising  his  profession  in  West  .Sparta.  .Six 
years  later  he  came  to  Haiisville,  where  he  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  prolcssional  duties 
tor  th  i  It  V -t  hrce  years.  In  1X5;,  the  \eai"  th.it 
he  received  his  medical  degree,  he  was  mari  ied 
to  Miss  I'jiiih  P.  Piin^ham,  a  d.mghter  of 
Nathaniel  ilingh.im,  a  piano  ni.umfact uier  of 
Rochestei'.  Mr.  Ringham,  who  h.id  been  an 
in\'alid  for  some  vears  of  his  life,  and  had  been 
greatl)     benetited    bv    water   cure   at  L'lifton 
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Springs,  was  a  stronj;'  proniutcr  and  advocate 
lit  that  s)stcni  u{  treatment.  Jk'in^;-  tlior- 
iiiii;hl\  ac(|uainted  with  tlie  acK'anta^es  that 
this  local  il\  ollei  eil,  and  hax'ini;-  sti'oni;-  laith  in 
tlie  success  of  sucli  an  institution  in  Dans- 
\  ille,  he  l)uill  anti  estal)l ishetl  the  old  sanato- 
riinn  which  occupied  tlic  site  of  the  present 
lari;e  antl  elegant  buildinj;. 

Dr.  I'erine's  public  spirit  has  manifested 
itself  in  \arious  directions,  and  he  has  for  a 
nund)er  of  }ears  taken  a  leading  part  in  all 
matters  pcitaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  villai;"e 
of  his  birth.  lie  has  been  for  five  }'ears  llij^h 
Priest  of  iJansxille  Ro\al  Arch  Chapter,  No. 
c)i,  and  is  a  mend)ei"  of  the  Phtt*ni.\  Lodge, 
A.  !•".  is:  A.  M.  lie  belongs  to  the  Livingston 
Count)'  Metlical  Societ)',  of  which  he  has  been 
President,  is  a  member  of  the  Central  New 
York  Medical  .Suciet}',  and  is  also  a  jjermanent 
member  of  the  .State  Aledical  Society.  Ik- 
was  one  ol  the  founders  of  the  Li\ingston 
County  lii-^torical  .Society,  which  he  has 
ser\'ed  as  President,  was  President  of  the  \il- 
lage  of  l)ans\ille  tor  a  year;  antl  foi'  twent)' 
\eais  lie  has  held  the  otTice  of  Coroner.  lie 
has  led  a  life  of  constant  and  varied  acti\ity 
ancl  usefulness,  that  has  endeared  liim  to 
the  communitN';  and  he  has  thus  accpiired  an 
influence  stronger  antl  more  widespread,  per- 
haps, than  any  other  one  indi\'idual  in  this 
\  ic  init\ . 

In  the  iriultiplicit}'  of  professional  and  social 
obligations,  religious  duties  have  not  been 
neglected.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Huilding 
Connnittee  of  the  Presb)-terian  church  in  this 
jjlace,  of  which  liolh  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers, and  ol  which  he  lias  been  for  many  years 
the  Trustee.  His  political  creed  is  formu- 
l.ited  in  the  enunciated  piinciples  of  the  Re- 
iniblican  pait\',  to  which  he  strongly  adheres. 
Hesides  his  professional,  ci\ic,  antl  other  ser- 
\  ices.  Dr.  Pei  ine  has  rentleretl  himself  a  pub- 
lie  benefactor  to  the  peo|)le  of  Livingston 
Comity  the  introduction  of  grape  culture 
here-  -  an  industiN'  hitherto  untiied,  and 
which  has  proved  of  ,L;reat  value. 

'l'lirou;;h  all  tliL'  coming  years 

Of  sIuuIl-  and  sun.  ■' 

lie  sliail  li\L'  rcincinbercd 
I  a  w  til  ks  w  ell  done. 


-rQ)K\'\i\<\:'n'  S.  ]^\KP:R,  now  living  in 
I  Jl  ictiicment  in  the  v  illage  of  Rli^s,  in 
JL^  ^  the  tountv  ot  Wyiimiiig,  hai  been  a 
thrift)'  and  succes.slul  tarnicr;  and 
tile  trantjuil  life  he  now  leatls  is  a  just  reward 
for  his  manv  )'ears  so  hiboi'iousl)'  spent  in 
turning  to  good  account  nature's  bouutilul  re- 
sources, lie  was  born  June  26,  l<S34,  in  this 
same  town  (if  Lagle,  of  Nevs'  I'jiglantl  parent- 
age, his  father,  Philip,  antl  his  grantllather, 
J'.;iislia  Hakei',  having  been  natives  nf  \'ei'niiint. 
i'lie  latter,  who  was  a  lite-long  tarmei",  resitted 
in  that  .State  from  his  liirtli  to  lii-i  tleatli  ;  antl 
the  forniei",  while  \et  a  bov,  rernovetl  with  a 
l)rt)tlier  to  W'v'oming  Count)',  New  \'iiik. 
The)'  came  the  whole  tlistance  on  foot,  with 
knapsacks  containing  breatl  antl  bacon  on  their 
backs,  travelling  by  tla)'  aiul  stoiiping  at  night 
on  account  t)f  the  wolves,  the  whole  e\|)ense  of 
their  journev  not  e.xceetling  tvvent)'-fiv'e  cents. 

-Settling  at  Lagle,  he  began  life  with  noth- 
ing tti  assist  him  save  his  New  bhiglaiitl  cnur- 
age  and  perseverance.  1  hese,  howevei",  were 
sulficient  ;  for  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  pur- 
chased a  tiact  of  tiniljer  lantl,  which  he  pro- 
ceetlctl  most  tliligentlv  to  clear  antl  improve, 
bringing  the  vvihl  soil  into  a  state  nt  cultiva- 
titin,  antl  undergoing  the  many  liartLhiiJ>  nt  a 
pioneer  life.  Through  pi'utleiit  liusbantlr\'  antl 
patient  ttiil  he  was  enablctl  to  erett  in  tlue 
time,  opposite  the  primitive  log  shelter,  a 
comniotlious  tranie  house,  the  transit  Imm  one 
to  the  otliei'  being  like  coming  frum  the  tlark- 
ness  into  the  light.  Philip  Rakei-  occu|jietl 
the  substantial  farm-house  tor  man)'  )eai's, 
tluring  which  his  ])ossessions  emit  iiuietl  to  in- 
crease; ami  at  the  time  of  his  tleath,  when  lie 
was  sevent\'-si\  )ears  old,  he  ovvnetl  twn  hun- 
tlretl  antl  eighteen  acres  nf  valuable  land,  all 
the  result  ol  his  own  luiaitlctl  exertion. 

Philip  Raker  was  twice  mariietl.  11  is  hrst 
wife,  Lucv  kogers,  tiled  at  the  age  ot  tweiit)'- 
two  years,  leaving  two  childieii,  one  ot  whom, 
X'ertulon  .S.  Baker,  was  bmn  Alardi  J,  iSjf), 
mariietl  lane  Lvon,  and  now  lives  near  lili>s, 
a  letiretl  tanner.  Mr.  Raker's  sectaul  wile, 
J^etsey  Leavenworth,  tlaughter  of  Samuel 
Leavenworth,  rearetl  seven  chiltlren,  three  ot 
whom  are  still  liv  ing,  naniel)' :  Leverett  .S, , 
the  subject  tif  this  bi  ief  record;  l-".niil),  wile 
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(if  lames  I'"Iint,  ol"  Pike;  anil  Mary,  wife  of 
Albert  (la^e,  of  l'"ai;ie.  The  mother  |)asse(l 
hei'  (lee!  i  n  i  iii;"  \  ears  at  tlu'  lumie  o|  hei'  son 
I.e\erett,  ami  tlieil  at  the  a^e  of  se\-eiity-si \ 
\ear.s,  haxini;  been  a  faithful  member  of  tile 
Methodist  eiuireh.  "  •  ,  '  ' 

Lexerett  S.  leaker  received  a  common-school 
education,  and  at  home,  working  with  his 
father  from  earl)'  bo_\]iood,  was  piaetically 
trained  in  e\ei"\  department  of  ai;riculture. 
After  his  marriaL:,"e  he  assumed  full  char<;"e  of 
the  farm,  residim;  there  until  1.S.S2,  when  he 
erected  his  jnesent  comtortable  residence  at 
IMiss,  and  has  li\ed  in  this  \  illaL;'e  since.  The 
old  home  farm  ot  two  hundred  and  eij^hteen 
aeies,  which  he  still  owns  and  carries  on,  has 
been  possessed  1)\- the  famiU  upward  of  sevent\' 
\ears,  and  is  still  exceed i n,L;l_\-  productive. 

.Mr.  l-5aker  on  .September  il,  1N59,  was 
united  in  marriaL;e  to  .Miss  Wealthy,  daui^liter 
of  Xoiiiian  llowe>,  of  i'!ai;]e.  I'hey  ha\e  two 
dauj;hters —  Henrietta  and  Helle,  ladies  of 
talent  antl  x'arietl  accomplishments,  who  re- 
ceived their  education  at  i'ike  .Seminary.  The 
former  is  the  wife  of  Leonard  Uttley,  ol 
Cananda iL;ua,  now  a  larmei"  in  Dakota,  having 
two  daughters -  -]•' rank  lukI  Nola.  Belle 
Maker  married  \\'ill)ur  ivugg,  son  of  Henr^,' 
Kugg,  and  has  two  daughters — Berta  and 
lessic.  .Mrs.  Bakei'  heiself  was  \-ery  liberallv 
eilucated,  and  betore  marriage  taught  school 
with  marked  success.  .She  is  a  lady  of  refined 
and  culturetl  taster,  being  a  \alued  helpmate 
to  her  luisliand,  and  a  most  tender  and  affec- 
tionate mother  to  her  chihlren. 

.Ml",  ikiker  is  a  member  of  the  Alasonic  fra- 
teiiiit)',  ami  a  Republican  in  politics,  taking 
a  li\el)'  inte'  st  in  public  atlairs  without  seek- 
ing oflice  ;  and  the  famil\',  which  is  a  promi- 
nent one  in  this  localitN',  enjovs  much  social 
d ist  inct  ion. 


JA.Ml'lT.    (  RAK;  CULBI'RTSON, 
wlio  died  at   his  home  in  the  town 
of    (iroxeland,     Livingston  Count), 
.\.\'.,    )anuar\'   J4,    iN5(S,   was  born 
in  1  7ij(},  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Conesus. 
lie  was  a  son  ol  Andiew  I'ulbertson,  who  was 
boin,  it  is  thought,  in  I'enns)  1\ ania. 


.Andrew  C'ulbertson  was  the  son  ol  Jame-, 
and  .Ann  Mc.Xair  C  ulbeitson,  both  natives  ol 
Leniisv  1\ an  ia.  The  (ulbeitson  I  am  i  1  v  sultered 
greath  from  the  hostilities  of  tlie  Indians,  as 
did  so  main  of  the  white  settleis,  while  the 
Revolutionarv  War  was  in  progress.  Luring 
an  attack  from  these  savages  in  1777  James 
Culbertson  and  his  son  John  were  killed.  The 
widow  of  James  sui'\  i\ed  him  inany  \ears,  and 
in  1790  came  to  Livingston  (ountv,  New 
\'ork,  where  slie  spent  tlie  lemaindei"  ot  her 
life.  ller  son,  Andiew  I'ulbeitson,  married 
l'~li/abeth  Craig,  came  with  his  wife  to  Liv- 
ingston Countv,  and  lived  for  a  .^hort  time  in 
Conesirs,  but  tinalK  purchased  a  tiact  ot  tim- 
bered land  in  the  soiithei  n  part  nf  (Iroxeland, 
and  here  made  lor  himselt  a  home,  dialing 
the  farm  upon  wliiih  he  resided  until  his 
death,  his  wife  surviving  him  but  a  few  _\ears. 
'Lhe\'  were  the  ])arents  ot  nine  childien  — 
John,  lames,  Craig,  .Samuel,  Maria,  Ann, 
Margaret,   Lli/a,  and  Robert. 

.Samuel  Craig  Culbertson  bore  his  mother's 
family  name.  lie  was  reared  ami  married  in 
his  native  town,  and  lor  a  period  ot  tour  \ear^ 
had  chaige  of  Judge  Carroll's  farms,  which 
was  no  small  undertaking,  and  showed  the  abil- 
it\'  of  the  man  in  this  line  of  work.  At  the 
end  of  this  time  he  settled  on  the  fai  m,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  hi^  lite,  with  the 
exception  ot  twovears.  He  was  well  known 
and  higlil\-  esteemed  as  an  industrious,  up- 
right, and  honoralde  man.  When  he  first  took 
up  his  residence  on  this  hirm  in  (irovelaiul,  it 
was  but  a  little  removed  Iroin  its  natuial  wild- 
ness,  a  h)g  house  and  two  oi"  three  acre->  ol 
cleared  land  constituting  the  improvements; 
but,  bv  giving  his  undivided  attention  to  i  lear- 
ing  off  the  torest  and  pre|)aring  and  tilling  the 
s(m1,  in  a  tew  veais  he  made  vast  alterations 
for  the  better,  so  that  at  his  death  .Mrs.  Cul- 
bertson was  the  |ii)ssess(ir  ol  a  lar  different 
home  Irom  that   which  at  first  greeted  her. 

In  April,  iSjN,  Mr.  Culbertson  married 
N'aiuv  |ohnson,  wh<i  was  born  in  the  tnwn  ol 
(leneseo,  Livingston  (ounlv,  .\.\'.  ller 
father,  .Miihael  JohusdU  (lormerlv  "  |ohn- 
ston  '  ),  born   in   Countx    Heriv,  Irelaiul, 

anil  was  of  the  race  called  Scotch-Irish,  having 
been  of  Scotch  ancestr)'.     Michael  Johnson's 
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father  reared  fourteen  cliildren,  of  whom  five 
sons  and  two  dau^iiters  came  to  America, 
rjanielv:  James,  ("amphell,  Alexandrr,  Mi- 
cliael.  Kohl  I  t,  Saiah,  .md  Marj^aret.  Michaeh 
the  father  of  .Mrs.  C'ulhertsoii,  i^iew  to  man- 
liood  in  his  native  lanch  married  Margaret 
Crosselt,  of  (,'ounl\  l)eir)',  anil  with  his  l)ridc- 
crcissed  tlie  .Xtl.nitie,  making  the  \-o)'age  in  a 
sailing-\ esseh  which  was  three  months  on  the 
water.  TheN  hmded  at  New  York,  went  from 
there  \  ia  lludxin  ki\ei"  to  Alban)',  ami  then  to 
(ieneseo,  making  this  journey  in  a  lumber 
wagon.  Allei"  lesiding  in  (jeneseo  about  two 
N'ears,  Mr.  John>on  bought  a  tract  of  land  co\- 
eretl  with  a  he.i\\  growth  of  timber  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  town  (jI  ( "ii'o\'ehind  near  Lake 
Conesus,  and  devoted  his  time  to  farming  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  work  at  first 
was  hartl  and  tedious,  as  trees  had  to  be  felled 
for  building  material  and  to  make  room  for  the 
h>g  cabin  to  l)e  elected,  for  which  boards  must 
be  split  to  co\er  the  roof.  h\jr  a  time  there 
Wcis  no  iloor  to  this  temporary  iiome,  a  cpiilt 
h.uing  to  ill)  service  in  that  capacit)'.  As  was 
the  custom  in  all  the  families  of  those  earl)' 
days,  the  wife  stnin  ami  wo\'e  the  wool  with 
which  the  members  ot  her  househidd  were 
clothed.  Mr.  Johnson  died  when  about 
seventN'  }eai"s  old,  and  his  wife  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six,  both  having  spent  their  last  days 
on  the  farm.  Fhere  were  five  children  in  their 
family — Xancv',  Margaret,  Matild.i,  John,  and 
Richard.  <  )t  these  Mrs.  Culbertson  is  the 
onlv  one  now  living.  .She  resitles  on  the  old 
homestead  with  two  of  her  children,  lulvvard 
ami  Alalilda,  and  is  undou])ledl\'  one  of  the 
(ddcst  ("t  the  native-born  citizens  of  Livingston 
County.  ]')oth  she  and  her  husband  joined  the 
Presbyterian  church  after  their  marriage. 
The)'  had  nine  i  h i Idieii  --  John,  h'rank,  Margaret 
.Samuel,  Llizabeth,  Michael,  Nancy,  Matilda, 
and  halvvard.  (.A  sketch  of  Captain  Samuel 
Culbertson  appears  elsewhere  in  this  \(dume.  ) 


Y^KWIS  M.  CLOSh:,  a  progressive  and 
Ijl      ]M"Osperous     farmer      of  Livingston 

J  If      ^  Count V,    i.s   the   owner  of   a  well- 

imjjioved   farm,   pleasantly  located 
within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Nunda,  where 


i  he  has  spent  his  entire  life  of  nearly  three- 
j  score  years,  his  birth   having  occurred  here 
July  3, 

I       )ohn  Cdose,  the  father  of  him  of  whom  we 
j  write,  w.is  a  native  ol  I'enns^'h  aiiia,  and  there 
grew  to  the  estate  of  manhood.     His  p.ireiits, 
!  of  whom  ver\'  little  is  known  concerning  their 
I  antecedents,  were  in  str.iitened  circum.stances ; 
j  and  he  was  bound  out  when  quite  a  boy,  and 
j  learned  the  shoemaker's   trade.     In   1S25  he 
started  on  foot  for  Livingston  Count)',  comiiig 
{  as  tar  as  (ieneseo,  where  he  liveil  as  a  tarin 
I  laborer  for  about  six  \ears.     Coming  then  to 
the  town  of  Nunda,  he  bought  fiitv-eight  acres 
of  Kiiiil  on  I'last  Hill;  and  after  clearing  an 
opening  he  Iniilt  a  log  house,    in  which  the 
elder  children  of   his   houseludd   were  born. 
He     labored     with     well-directed,  untiring 
energy,  and  after  getting  his  land  into  a  pro- 
ductive conditicjn  erected  a  frame  house,  con- 
venient barns,  and  out-buildings;  and  there  he 
and  his  faithful  and  wise  helj:)mect  passed  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.     l^'arm  work  in  those 
days  was  laborious  and   slow,  tiie  mtchinery 
that  now  lightens  the  toil  of  the  agriculturist 
not  then  having  been  even  thought  of.  The 
same  was  true  in  (jther  kintls  of  work.  ]\Ir. 
Close,  who  carried  on  c[uite  an  extendjd  lum- 
;  ber  business,  used  to  m.ike  shingles  bv  ha'ul. 
John    Close   rn  irried    Rebjcca    \'an    Lvke,  a 
daughter    of     William    ami     Rebjcca  (\'an 
Scoick)  Van  iJyke;  anil  they  reareil  the  lol- 
hjvving  children:   Sarah  A.,  Mary  L.,  Will- 
iam,   J:^leanor,    Lewis    M.,    David.  Rel)ecca, 
Hairiet,  and  Ruby  A.     One  son,  D.iviil,  was 
killed  during  the  late  Civil   War,  in  one  of 
the  hotlv  contest'.;d  battles  fought  on  (L'orgia"s 
soil.     15oth  parents  were  strcjnglv'  imbu^-d  with 
true  I'eligious  fervor,   and  were  active  mem- 
bers of  ihe  Methodist  church. 

Lewis  M.  Close,  tiie  second  of  the  sons 
named  aliove,  was  reared  upon  the  p.ireiital 
homeste.ul,  and  iluring  the  seasons  of  seed- 
tiiiie  and  harvest  assisted  his  father  on  the 
farm.  In  the  winter  he  attended  the  district 
school,  his  services  not  being  neeileil  at  home. 
After  his  father's  death,  on  the  settlement  of 
the  paternal  estate  he  received  seven  hmulred 
dollars  as  his  jjortion;  and  this  he  invested  in 
twenty-seven  acres  of   land,  which   are  now 
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included  in  his  i^rescnt  estate.  Industriously 
and  saf;aei()usly  continuin;^  his  agricultural 
labors,  lie  has  achieved  good  results,  and  has 
been  enableil  to  bu)'  acUlitional  property,  his 
farm  now  containing  one  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  of  as  valuable  and  fertile  land  as  can  be 
found  in  this  [j.irt  of  the  count)-.  ()n  it  he 
has  made  es^ent  ial  ini|)rovenients,  including  a 
fine  set  of  farm  buildings;  and  his  land  is 
undei-  .1  high  ^tate  of  cultivation. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Close  and  Miss  Clara 
J.  Brown,  the  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Martha 
( McCo\' )  l^rowii,  of  Allegany  County,  was 
solemni/.etl  in  the  year  i.SG/,  and  their  happy 
home  has  been  bidghtened  bv  the  birth  of  six 
children;    namel\-,    Murrell  Anna  M., 

William  E.,  Charles,  Mar)-  M.,  and  Jessie  I. 
All  of  these  children  are  still  members  of  the 
parental  liouseli(dd,  w  ith  the  exception  of  the 
eUlest,  Murrell  b"..,  who  mairied  Lillie  Wildy, 
and  e;5tal)Iisheil  a  home  of  his  own,  into  which 
two  little  daughters  have  In-en  born  —  Louisa 
M.  and  Helen  M.  In  i)olitics  Mr.  Close  is  a 
steadfast  Reimblican  and  an  earnest  advocate 
of  the  temperance  movement.  Religiously, 
both  he  and  his  wile  are  consistent  members 
of  the  Methodist  church,  and  take  a  lively 
interest   in  religious  W(jrk. 


hfRAXK  II.  \VH..SON,  now  a  resident  of 
1^  the  village  of  Hli.-,s,  in  the  town  of 
I'lagle,  Wyoming  County,  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  1)1  iss  Manufacturing  Company,  is 
well  known  in  these  [Kirts  as  having  been  for 
a  number  of  )ears  one  ot  the  most  extensive 
|iroduce  dealers  in  Western  New  York.  He 
w-as  born  in  the  town  of  Middlebury  in  this 
county,  April  ii,  1837,  ^'"^  Ileman  Wil- 
son, a  nati\e  of  Middlebur)',  \'t.,  who  came 
to  Wyoming  County  at  a  \er)-  early  age  with 
his  ])arents. 

lleman  Wilson  attended  the  district 
schools,  making-  the  best  of  the  opportunities 
within  liis  reach  for  procuring  a  good  educa- 
tion, also  iissisting  his  father  in  clearing  and 
improving  a  farm,  continuing  to  reside  at 
home  until  his  marriage.  Alter  that  he  was 
engaged  iri  mercantile  business  till  1837,  when 
he  moved  to  the  town  of  China,  where  he 


acquired  possession  of  one  thinisand  acres  of 
land,  some  of  which  he  sold;  Init  he  cleared  a 
larLie  tract  himself,  and  resided  thereon  {or 
I  many  )-ears.  lie  was  a  man  of  sound  judg- 
ment, and  attained  a  leading  jMisition  in  his 
comniunit)-,  sei-xing  as  .Suix-r\-isor  several 
terms,  ami  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
thirt)--six  years.  lie  was  largel)'  interested 
in  the  Attica  i!v  Allegany  X'alley  Railroad,  of 
which  he  became  \'ice-President.  lie  passed 
his  declining  )'eais  in  the  village  of  Arcade, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  )-ears. 

His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  l^leanor 
\'anepps,  was  born  in  i  Soo  at  Schenectatly, 
N.Y.,  her  parents  afterward  coming  to  be 
early  settlers  in  Middlebur\-,  W)-oming 
Count\-.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Hemaii  Wilson  reared 
seven  of  nine  childien,  four  of  wliom  are  still 
living 'I'runian,  a  retireil  farmer,  residing 
in  Bliss;  Ziba,  wife  of  Stafford  Wade,  a  resi- 
dent of  Arcade;  Henry  W.  ;  and  b>ank  H. 
Wilson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mrs. 
Wilson  spent  her  last  )-ears  in  .Arcade,  \vlicre 
she  died  in  185 J,  having  been  a  member  of 
the  regular  Ivqitist  cliuich,  of  which  her  hus- 
band was  for  m;nn'  )ears  a  Deacon. 

I-"rank  H.  Wilson  receivctl  bis  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  Arcade  anil  the  Perry 
and  Wyoming  Academies.  After  completing 
his  studies  he  taught  school  for  one  year,  and 
at  the  age  of  twent\--two  went  to  Perry,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  cattle  bu^iness,  also  run- 
ning a  number  of  meat  wagons  through  the 
various  villages  in  the  \-icinity.  .Selling  out 
at  the  end  of  tw-o  )-ears,  and  removing  to 
Wethersfield,  he  there  carried  on  a  similar 
business  for  three  )ears  iiKjre,  but  fniall)'  sold 
out  his  meal  waL;on>  for  good,  and  ga\-e  his 
entire  attention  to  the  slii]iping  of  cattle  to 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  other  cities. 
This  business  lie  followed  e.xteiisixely  and 
successful  1)'  until  iS8l),  when,  retiring  from 
that,  he  engaged  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of 
hay,  together  with  all  kiiuls  of  country  prod- 
uce. In  1885  he  removed  to  Bliss,  where  he 
purchased  his  iiresent  residence,  also  owning 
a  large  block  situated  on  Main  Street.  In 
1893  he  sold  a  great  part  of  his  business,  since 
which  time  he  has  lived  practically  retired 
from  active  pursuits. 
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In  politics  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  Democrat.  He 
servctl  as  .Supervisor  at  Wethersfield  two 
years,  and  liehl  tlie  office  of  town  Auditor 
four  years,  or  until  it  was  dispensed  with. 
After  his  reino\-al  to  Ivigle,  whicli  may  always 
be  depended  upon  for  a  Rejjublican  majority 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty  votes,  he  was 
elected  .Supei  visor  in  1887  by  a  majority  of 
one  hundred  and  one,  and  re-elected  the  fol- 
lowim;  )  ear  by  one  hunilred  and  fifteen  major- 
ity. Wdiile  offieiatin;j;  as  .Supervisor  the 
second  }'ear,  the  County  Board  stood  ten  < 
Rejiublicans  to  six  Democrats,  yet  he  was 
elected  Ciiairman.  In  1889  the  Republican 
county  officers  were  cdected  by  fourteen  hun- 
dred majority;  but  Mr.  Wilson  was  chosen  as 
County  Su|)erintendent  of  the  Poor  by  a  ma- 
jority of  four  hundred  ami  forty-one  votes  on 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  held  the  office 
three  years.  On  bein^^  renominated  he  de- 
clined to  serve  further.  He  is  at  present  a 
member  of  the  County  Committee,  upon 
which  he  has  served  for  several  years,  and  has 
been  Chairman  for  the  last  two  years,  and 
continues  to  maintain  an  active  interest  in 
comity.   State,  and  natimial  affairs. 

On  Ai-iril  10,  1859,  Islr.  Wilson  was  very 
happily  married  to  Miss  Ellen  A.  Jenkins, 
(laui^-hter  of  William  and  Mary  A.  (Jaynes) 
Jenkins,  of  Arcade,  where  her  father  was  an 
early  settler,  beini;  a  prominent  farmer  and 
Master  Mason.  Her  mother  was  a  New  York 
lady,  and  IkuI  in  all  thirteen  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  been  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  untimely  decease  of  their 
son  and  only  child,  a  remarkably  intelligent 
and  active  }"oun;j,'  man,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years,  a  sad  ami  an  irretrievable  blow  to 
their  happiness.  He  graduated  from  Pike 
■'Seminary  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  and  at  once 
entered  business  with  his  father,  although  he 
held  the  county  scholarship  at  Cornell  Uni- 
versity. He  was  born  i\Iay  2,  1866,  and  died 
after  a  brief  illness,  May  16,  1888.  fie  was 
very  highly  esteemed  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  accpiaintanees,  especially  so  by 
the  members  of  his  class  and  the  faculty  at 
the  seminary,  where  he  stood  pre-eminent 
both  as  a  scholai"  and  a  gentleman;  and,  al- 
though time  may  soften  or  subdue  in  a  meas- 


ure the  bitterness  of  his  parents'  afiliction, 
the  vacancy  in  the  family  and  the  warm  place 
he  occujiied  in  their  hearts  can  nr\'er  be  tilled. 

.Ml".  Wilson  attends  and  contributes  l(jw.ird 
the  support  of  tlie  h'ree  Will  i^aptist  Church, 
of  which  his  wife  is  an  earnest  memlx-i'. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  Master  Mason,  being  a 
member  (jf  the  Hlue  Lodge  at  Pike  and  of  the 
Ro}'al  Arch  Chapter  at  Warsaw.  He  is  also 
connected  with  tlie  .'Ancient  Order  of  L'nitrd 
Workmen.  He  is  one  of  the  best-known  men 
in  Wyoming  County,  being  the  owner  of  fnur 
well-cultivated  farms  in  this  vicinity,  aggre- 
gating eight  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres, 
and  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in 
the  State  of  Kansas.  He  is  very  po[)ular 
with  all  classes,  being  a  valuable  citizen,  a 
stanch  supporter  of  American  institutions. 


/  ^  P:0R(;1':  L.  KRiaX,  general  insurance 
\  I  agent,  and  one  of  the  foremost  young- 
business  men  of  Dansville,  was  born 
in  this  village  on  December  6,  1866.  He  is 
of  l'~rencli  and  Cernian  extraction,  his  father, 
James  Krein,  having  been  born  at  Merelbach 
in  the  Canton  de  Forbach,  Arrondissement  de 
Sarreguemines,  Departement  de  la  Moselle, 
France,  P'ebruary  25,  1825.  His  paternal 
grandfather  was  also  named  James,  and  was  a 
native  and  life-long  resident  of  the  same  de- 
partment. 

]\Ir.  Krein's  father  received  a  liberal  edu- 
cation, and  taught  school  in  his  natix'e  can- 
ton. At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  emigrated 
to  America,  going  first  to  Rochester,  N.\'., 
ami  later  to  Nunda,  Livingston  County,  where 
he  taught  the  P'rench  language  during  the 
years  184S  ami  1849  exchange  for  his  edu- 
cation in  .he  English  language.  In  1850  he 
came  to  Dansville,  and  was  employed  as  a 
I  clerk  ])}■  the  firm  of  Sikes  &  Wood,  remaining 
with  them  in  this  capacity  for  some  time. 
He  then  established  himself  in  the  grocer\- 
business,  in  which  he  continued  successfully 
until  1876.  During  his  career  as  a  merchant 
he  struggled  manfully  against  man}-  discour- 
agements, the  greatest  of  which  was  the  loss 
of  all  he  possessed  by  fire,  his  store  being 
i  burned    soon    after    its    establishment.  He 
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again  started  in  business,  only  to  again  suffer 
a  second  time  from  the  same  cause.  Persist- 
ing, iiowever,  in  his  elforts,  he  ultimately 
became  a  prosperous  merchant,  well  known 
and  highly  respected.  After  his  retirement 
from  the  grocery  business  in  1876  he  engaged 
in  the  insurance  business,  which  he  conducted 
up  lo  the  time  of  his  death,  wiiich  occurretl 
January  21,  189J.  'i'he  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  was  Catherine  Lander.  She  was  a  na- 
tive of  (jcrmany,  daughter  of  Frederick 
Lander.  At  the  age  of  three  years  she  came 
to  America  with  her  parents,  who  settled  upon 
a  farm  in  Steuben  County.  James  and  Cath- 
erine (  Lander)  Krein  had  nine  children,  six 
of  whom  li\'ed  to  become  of  age,  namely; 
iNIary  C,  l-'retlerick  \\'.,  Adina  IL,  Elizabeth, 
George  L.,  and  James  L.  Frederick  W.  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty.  Adina  H.  married 
Charles  IL  Rcnve,  former  postmaster  of 
Dansville.  Mrs.  Krein  now  resides  with  her 
son  (leorge  at  his  pleasant  home  in  Dansville. 
Slie  is  a  member  of  the  (lerman  Lutheran 
church,  where  the  father  was  for  many  years 
organist,  and  also  very  i)rominent  in  church 
matters. 

George  L.  Krein  passed  his  early  boyhood 
in  Dansville.  He  received  his  education  at 
the  Seminary,  and  after  leaving"  school  en- 
tered his  father's  store.  Later  he  was  en- 
gaged as  a  clerk  for  Dyer  Brothers,  in  the  dry- 
goods  business.  He  then  entered  the  office  of 
the  F,rie  Railroad  as  agent,  clerk,  and  tele- 
grai)h  o[)erator,  remaining  seven  years,  after 
which  he  was  chief  billing  clerk  at  the  com- 
pany's offices  in  Rochester  for  one  year.  In 
1889  '1^'  returned  to  Dans\ille,  and  was  em- 
ployed as  an  assistant  in  his  father's  office. 
-Since  the  death  of  his  father  he  has  conducted 
the  business  alone,  and  the  large  amount 
transacted  by  him  is  the  best  evidence  of  his 
success.  i\Ir.  Krein  is  noted  for  his  business 
energy  and  promptness.  Socially,  he  is  a 
general  favorite,  and  is  an  active  member  of 
I'hojni.v  Lodge,  No.  115,  A.  V .  &  A.  AL,  of 
which  he  is  Master,  having  passetl  through  all 
of  the  ch.airs.  He  is  also  a  mendjer  of  Dans- 
ville Ruyal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  91,  having 
held  some  of  its  offices.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  1  iiiUpcndent   Order   of   Odd    h'ellows,  in 


which  he  has  also  held  all  the  important 
offices,  and  is  now  Deputy  Grand  .Master  of 
the  district.  He  is  President  of  the  Protec- 
tive l'"ire  Company,  also  the  President  of  the 
Dansville  P'ire  Department,  Chairman  of  the 
Protective  Club,  and  Secretary  of  tlic  Hoard 
of  Trade.  He  is  now  serving  his  third  term 
as  Town  Clerk,  ha\'ing  been  re-elected  in  189^ 
for  two  years.  Mr.  Krein  is  interested  in  the 
Geiger,  Acme,  and  Hoffman  Land  Company, 
of  which  he  is  Secretary.  He  i,-^  alive  to  all 
matters  of  interest  in  the  village  and  ever 
ready  to  lend  his  aid  in  the  furtherance  of 
any  movement  which  tends  to  benefit  the 
community  at  large.  Mr.  Krein  is  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party  in  politics, 
and  is'  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran 
ch urch. 

An  excellent  |iortrait  of  this  well-known, 
influential,  and  i)r(.)gressi ve  citi/en  claims  the 
reader's  attention  on  another  page,  where  it 
will  be  recognized  with  pleasure  by  man)' 
friends. 


D  \V.  l-'ROST,  a  successful  farmer 
and  well-known  citizen  of  Mount  Mor- 
ris, was  biu'u  in  this  town,  October 
19,  1859.  He  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Sam- 
uel I'^rost,  who  many  long  \ears  ago  came 
from  P^ngland  to  this  county,  and  settling  on 
a  farm  in  I'ramingham,  Mass.,  lived  there  till 
his  death.  He  left  the  farm  to  Samuel  Frost, 
Jr.,  and  it  descendeil  to  the  eldest  son  Samuel 
for  four  generations.  The  fifth  Samuel  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Lydia  liixby,  of  the  same  place, 
and  then  removed  to  Newfane,  W^indham 
County,  \'t.  "Lhere  were  born  to  them  seven 
children,  as  follows:  Artemissa  15.,  Amasa 
T.,  Samuel,  Jr.,  vieorge  .S.,  Daniel  1^.,  W'il- 
lard  A.,  and  John  H.  In  iS:'5  they  came  to 
Western  New  \"ork,  sojourning  in  Allegany 
County  for  two  yeais,  then  removing  to  Gene- 
see County,  township  of  Covington,  where 
five  children  wei-e  added  to  thei r  household  ; 
namely,  Almon  P.,  Lydia  L.,  Louis  A., 
Franklin  P.,  and  Marshall  M.,  numbering  in 
all  twelve  children. 

In  1841  they  all  moved  to  Michigan  except 
Willard   A.,    who   finally   settled    in  Mount 


i 


f'  ■  "11;  \> 


i     1  . 


'•>■■      iJ"'Ur.c.  ui  -.(,  ;  j  .-..4  j  i  L      .('u-. ;•./!..  aid 


I  '''-     -e,  ;•■  :  .t:j    .-  i  :i  1,0- 


"1:)'; 


■'it  ;., 

,  /  i!"'.;'  !  ri  fy-/. J 


•■■r'l  ■ 


J  /  .i 


-        '•i  1'-'-  ..i!,  i  -  Tfiln  -.-:-icci'{  irxfj^.  i>.ii?"!..(r!:;-{  dq/ 

lyol  ioi  j  -;;ko  .odJ  ;c  :h:.'b  jjiri !!;.;!  "I'^id-j  a,,-.-/  od  ' 

-■-•'  f'fT--:    a  .;0    j-rfij  j  -rat,  srv/  f/nx.  ,oIirv.-/.i;a  -jj  Ijjrrur'v. i  orl 

^^^.'''^i                ,:-r:. "!■';•■!-.  '  :r'i,:a)  .;.v;t  :      ■-.^.J,;T  ^^ir-l    i,i  rilr'J,.  ;,!;  '.rUi 

'  '  —      •■■             '          /■    !m;;;  j  \o  '.ri  "v  .i_>!-.' :^                 -i  :,■'>■.'    ■■    ;  ■  ;.:i:;.it. 

■•■'■/■■'^  =..:i';>nii'^;'i  ..:]  b;..^:,.-;   ■;;  iii^'O-    .'I,;  '.,-,-0:- 

■1  vrf;,    .viMfnnrr  I  ^f-;  rf--,;  n/H  f:.':-^;-i'.n  -oiv:;f'   ;-,.T>i:!':;  -j  ,fl 


124 


Morris,  N.Y.  Merc  learn inj;  the  mason's 
trade,  he  foUowed  it  some  twelve  years,  seven 
years  of  whieh  he  worked  for  one  man  by  the  i 
name  of  Thatclur.  liis  first  day's  work  at 
his  trade  was  done  on  the  basement  of  a  build- 
ini;  at  the  river  gnard  lock,  then  known  as  the 
Red  laeket,  miw  n^^ed  for  a  (Kvell  inL;-li(nise. 
Mr.  W.  A.  i'"riihl  next  j)iirehaseil  a  farm  on 
the  State  Ivcjad,  wheie  he  resided  a  few  year.-^, 
after  which  he  removed  to  the  old  homestead 
(if  his  wife's  family,  and  engaged  in  agricult- 
nral  purMiits,  remaining  there  until  his 
death,  Deeendjer  15,  1 890,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  }'ears.  lIi^  wife,  Sarah  Ann  I\Iiller, 
was  born  in  Warren  County,  New  Jerse\', 
October  1(3,  1S27.  Her  father,  William  Mi'l- 
ler,  was  a  natix'e  of  tlie  same  county  and  a  son 
vi  John  Miller,  a  life-long  resident  of  that 
State.  In  1831  William  Miller  migrated 
with  his  wife  aiul  \wc  cliildren  and  all  their 
earthl)'  pcjssessions  to  the  State  (^f  New  "^^ork, 
which  he  had  ]H'e\  iously  visited,  purchasing  a 
tract  of  land.  i'art  of  this  land  was  cleared, 
and  a  log  house  had  been  erected;  and  the 
new  owner  at  once  began  to  clear  the  re- 
mainder and  cultivate  a  farm,  residing  there 
until  his  tleath,  when  si\ty-twt)  3  ears  of 
age.  William  Miller's  wife  wa>  }il:ivy 
Potts,  a  nati\'e  of  New  Jersey,  and  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Catherine  I'otts.  .She  ilietl  in 
her  sixty-ninth  year,  leaving  a  family  of 
eight  children  —  Catherine,  John,  Elizabeth, 
.Sarah  A.,  Daniel,  Ilairiet,  Josepli,  and 
Charles. 

[•"red  W.  h'rost  is  the  only  child  of  his  ])ar-  j 
ents,  the  late  W'illard  A.  and  .Sarah  A.  Frost,  I 
was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  succeeded  to  the  ' 
management  of  the  [property  cd'ter  the  death 
of  his  father.  Here  he  lives  with  his  family 
and  his  mother,  the  farm  being  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  town,  and  containing  with  the 
old  Miller  homestead  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  acres.  On  Deceinher  17,  1890,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  L.  Alvord,  who  was  born  in 
West  Sparta,  daughter  of  Martin  anil  /\b])ie 
Alvord.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  l''rost  have  one  son, 
Willai'd  A.,  born  January  7,  i8()3.  Mr. 
l'"rost  is  a  Republican,  a  firm  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  that  party  ;  and,  wherever  he  is 
known,  he  is  most  highly  esteemed. 


lU'A)  THORNTON,  an  honored  and 
reveretl  citizen  of  Arcade,  Wyoming 
County,  N.V.,  has  outlived  tliree 
decades  liie  allotted  span  of  earth 
life,  and  has  already  s|jent  muvc  than  a  cen- 
tui'y  of  years  on  tliis  planet,  seemingly  taking 
no  note  ol  "the  god  ot  bounds,  who  sets  to 
seas  a  sh<n'e,"  althou;j,h  he  rea!i/.es  with  the 
jioet  of  (dd  thai  "llie  port,  well  woilh  the 
cruise,  is  near."  Mi'.  Thornton  wa>  boin  in 
Richmond,  Cheshire  County,  N.H.,  hniuary 
30,  1/04,  being  a  son  of  Laban  and  bdi/abeth 
(hdsher)  Thorntt)n,  and  the  second  child  in 
order  ot  birih  of  their  fourteen  children.  Of 
these  children  one  died  in  infancy,  thirteen 
grew  to  maturity,  and  iJaniel.  the  eldest 
child,  dietl  during  the  War  of  i8i:r.  Laban 
d'liornton  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  born 
in  1758;  antl  his  wife  was  of  Massachusetts 
birth.  They  began  their  wedded  life  on  a 
farm  in  New  Hampshire,  where  in  addition  to 
tilling  the  soil  he  owned  and  operated  a  saw- 
mill. He  lived  to  the  age  of  sixt)'-two  \  ears, 
and  his  laithful  wife  survived  him  some 
ele\'en  years. 

Obed  'idiornton  was  reared  within  siglit  of 
old  .Monadnock's  brow;  and,  although  de- 
prived b}'  reason  of  imperfect  vision  from  the 
advantages  of  a  school  etlucation,  his  cjuick 
and  comprehensive  mental  powers  readily 
retained  such  information  as  came  within  his 
reach,  and  he  became  very  apt  at  figures. 
After  leaving  the  p.irental  roof,  he  spent  one 
year  in  Rhode  Island  and  three  years  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, working  by  the  iiKJUth  at  farming 
or  in  a  brick-)ard.  In  1818  Mr.  Thornton 
came  to  Wyoming  County,  driving  two  yokes 
ot  oxen,  which  were  hitched  to  one  large 
wagon,  containing  three  families  and  their 
hcjusehold  goods.  He  walked  the  entire  dis- 
tance, whieh  occupied  a  period  of  twenty- 
eight  days,  recei\'ing  from  his  companions  no 
compensation  for  his  services  as  drivei'.  and 
paying  his  own  expenses.  Arriving  in 
Gainesville,  he  antl  Solomon  Gage  continuetl 
the!)-  journey  to  Arcade,  the  present  home  of 
Mr.  Thornton,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of 
wild  land,  paying  twenty-live  ilollars  down, 
and  keeping  his  remaining  twenty-five  tiollars 
for    living    expenses.     He    worked    for  the 
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nci- lil)i)rinij;  tarnicrs,  and  l)cgan  the  impro\-e- 
mciit.s  on  his  own  i)ro]KTty  in  the  meanwhile, 
continuinL;'  thus  six  ycais,  when  he  married 
and  nii)\'ed  into  the  sniall  h)^  house,  ei<^hteen 
feet  h\-  eij;Iiteen  feet,  with  a  small  loft  over- 
heail.  In  1835  he  removed  into  the  first 
frame  houNe  built  in  lhat  loeality,  living- 
there  iintil  1N5N,  when,  on  the  day  before 
'rhanksgi\  ini;,  lie  took  possession  of  the,  house 
he  now  oeeupies.  11  is  farm  contains  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  and  is  well  improved  and 
highly  cultivated. 

Mr.  Thiirnton  was  united  in  marriage  Sep- 
tend)er  2''),  1824,  to  Clari-.sa  Lord,  a  native  of 
(Kilway,  Saratoga  Courit\-,  N.Y.,  daughter  of 
I'reedom  Lord,  who  became  a  resident  of  Wy- 
oming County  in  the  h|)ring  ot  1818,  locating 
in  what  was  then  kiKiwn  as  .Sheldon,  but  is 
now  known  as  Java.  Light  daughters  and 
four  Mins  wei'e  boin  uf  their  union,  of  whom 
eight  childien  grew  to  a(hilt  life,  and  three 
ai'e  now  li\ing,  as  followb:  Louisa,  widow  of 
Nathaniel  I'rench ;  I'.unice:  and  Freedom. 
'Idiese  children,  wlioni  the  two  latter  never 
married,  are  all  living  with  the  father,  form- 
ing a  harmoniiiUs  and  happ\'  household.  The 
children  that  passed  awa\'  aftrr  reaching  years 
uf  maturit\-  were  .Sarali,  who  dietl  October  28, 


iS;i,  at  the 


twenty-two  years;  ^Ltry 


L..  in  No\  cnd).'r.  1S52,  aged  n ineteen  )'ears ; 
Dorcas  Jackson,  Ldy  12,  1868,  aged  thirty 
years;  Diana  I'reinh.  September  29,  1890, 
aged  sixt \'-hve  \  ears ;  Laban,  June  2,  1891,  at 
tlu-  age  of  sixt\'-threi;  wars.  AL^s.  Thornton 
pissed  t(i  the  life  eternal  on  l-'ebruary  25, 
1864:  and  since  her  decease  Mr.  Thornton 
has  l)een  tenderly  I'areil  for  ]:iy  his  children 
and  grandchildren,  of  whom  there  are  nine, 
besides  eight  great-grandchildren.  He  is  still 
remarkably  vigorous  for  a  man  of  his  unusual 
vears,  t  r(.(pient  1  \'  walking  to  and  from  Bliss, 
besides  attending  to  the  chores  about  the 
house. 


'OIIX    CRAK.,    ALD.,   a   physician  of 
(ieneseo,  N.\\,  and  a  member  of  the 
Livingston   County   Medical  Society, 
was   born   June   3,    1809,    in  Antrim 
CoinU\-,    Ireland.     Ills  ancestors  on   the  pa- 


ternal side  were  .Scotch,  on  the  maternal 
]'~nglish. 

William  Craig,  the  doctor's  lather,  was 
born  in  I'aisley,  .Scotland:  init,  when  he  was 
two  \ears  (dd,  his  parents  nrnxa'd  to  Ireland, 
buying  land  in  the  count}'  of  .\ntrim.  lie 
there  gi'ew  to  manhooik  and  married.  A 
nundjer  of  years  afterward,  in  1832,  became 
to  New  York,  and  bought  a  farm  in  Last 
Sparta,  and  resided  there  till  his  death.  B\- 
his  wife,  I'^llen  Ta)dor,  daughter  of  James 
Taylor,  of  Yorkshin',  baigland,  he  had  nine 
children.  ddiose  now  lixdng  are  Dr.  Craig, 
the  subject  of  this  bingraph}',  and  his  sister, 
Ellen,  who  married  James  W.  Roberts,  of 
Nunda,  N.Y.,  a  sketch  of  wdmrn  appears  else- 
where in  this  work. 

'idle  earlv  education  of  John  Craig  was  ob- 
tained in  his  native  country,  where  he  attended 
Ballycastle  Academ}'  and  later  Ha]l)-mena 
Academ)-.  He  came  to  America  in  1 831, 
sailing  from  Belfast  on  the  ship  "Jessie,"' 
arriving  after  a  voyage  of  fi\'e  weeks.  lie 
worked  for  three  months  as  clerk  in  a  dry- 
gootls  store  in  Scottslnirg,  Livingston  County, 
N.Y.,  and  was  next  engaged  for  a  few  months 
in  a  Dansville  drug  store,  an  occupation  which 
he  doubtless  found  more  congenial  than  his 
previous  calling.  Leing  shortly  thrown  out 
of  em[)lo)'ment  by  the  failure  of  the  j/roiirie- 
tor,  he  took  u])  the  study  of  medicine,  attend- 
ing lectures  at  \'ali'  College,  New  Haven, 
Conn.:  and  some  time  later  he  received  his 
di|)loma  from  Helle\aie  Medical  College. 
He  began  the  work  ol  his  prolession  in 
March,  184O,  in  the  town  of  \'ork,  N.Y., 
continuing  there  till  May,  1865,  when  he 
removed  to  Geneseo,  wdiere  for  man\'  years  he 
had  an  extensive  and  successful  practice. 
Now  at  about  eight\-six  years  of  age  this  ven- 
erable physician  attends  only  to  office  work. 

In  1836  Dr.  Craig  mairied  .Margaret  Robin- 
son, who  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1813.  Hei' 
parents  were  of  .Scotch  ancestry,  ami  were  also 
natives  of  h\dand.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ci'aig  h.ive 
had  five  children  —  hdi/abeth.  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-seven;  ITlen  .\.:  Mortimer, 
who  graduated  from  Buffalo  Mi-dical  Colh'ge. 
and  commenced  practice  in  Rochester,  but 
dieil  at  the  l)eginning  of  a  i)i'omising  c;ireer,  at 
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the  age  of  twenty-three;  William,  who  was  a 
successful  commercial  traveller,  and  who  also 
died  in  the  prime  of  life,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two,  leaving  liis  wife,  Anna  M.  Doyle,  and 
one  child,  Marie;  Margaret,  who  married 
Charles  11.  Knowles,  of  Minneapolis,  and  has 
one  child,  I'Jhel  Craig  Knowles.  During  Dr. 
Craig's  long  period  of  professional  activity, 
he  has  been  remarkably  successful,  and  has 
made  many  warm  friends.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  I^resbyterian  church. 


(^yrMOS  O.  DALRVMPLE,  who  is  a  well- 
to-do  agriculturist,  is  a  worthy  repre- 
/J{\  sentative  of  the  native-born  citi- 
— '  zens  of  Mount  Morris,  Livingston 
County,  where  his  birth  occurred  September  6, 
1831.  lie  comes  of  sturdy  Scotch  ancestry, 
being  the  descentlant  of  one  of  three  brothers 
who  emigrated  from  Scotland  to  America  in 
early  Colonial  times,  and  settled  in  New 
Jersey.  In  that  State,  his  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Dalrymple,  was  born,  bred,  and  died. 

Asa  Dalrym]ile,  son  of  John  and  father  of 
Amos,  was  born  in  Hunterdon  Count)',  New 
Jersey,  and  was  there  reared  to  the  honorable 
occupation  of  farming,  residing  in  the  place  of 
his  nativity  until  after  his  marriage.  In  1826 
he  started  with  his  family  for  Livingston 
County,  performing  the  entire  journey  with 
teams,  and  being  eight  days  on  the  road.  At 
that  time  there  were  but  three  frame  houses 
on  the  site  of  the  present  village  of  Mount 
Morris,  and  the  surrounding  country  was  a 
dense  wilderness,  populated  entirely  by  the 
bears,  deer,  wolves,  and  other  wild  animals 
that  roamed  about  at  their  own  sweet  will. 
Mr.  Dalrymple  bought  a  heavily  timbered 
tract,  and  in  the  miilst  of  the  forest  erected  a 
hewed  log  house,  which  was  much  the  finest 
dwelling  in  the  vicinity.  The  facilities  for 
transporting  his  surplus  grain  and  other  pro- 
ductions were  then  very  meagre,  as  before  the 
completion  of  the  Genesee  Valley  Canal  or 
any  railroad  he  had  to  do  his  marketing  and 
milling  in  Rochester  or  Canandaigua,  hauling 
his  produce  by  teams.  Laboring  with  the 
energy  and  industry  characteristic  of  the  early 
pioneer,  he  cleared  a  good  farm,  on  which  he 


made  substantial  im]M-ovements,  among  others 
being  tiie  erection  of  a  com[:)lete  set  of  frame 
buiklings,  and  there  li\'ed  until  his  death,  at 
the  advancetl  age  (;f  eighty-six  years.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  I'deanor  Helles, 
was  a  daughter  of  John  llelles,  w  ho  ser\ed  ri\'e 
years  in  tlie  War  of  the  Revolution.  .She 
also  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  d\ing  in  her 
eighty-fourth  year.  She  and  her  husband 
reared  ten  children  —  Thomas,  h^li,  Isaac, 
Samuel,  Susan,  Levi,  John  W'.,  ALuy  K., 
Hannah,  and  Amos  i). 

It  fell  to  the  lot  of  Amos,  the  youngest  of 
this  large  famil)',  to  be  the  recipient  of  excel- 
lent eilucational  advantages.  After  leaving 
the  district  scliool,  he  jiursued  his  studies  at 
AL)unt  Morris  and  at  the  Genesee  Wesle}-an 
Seminar)'  in  Lima.  Wlien  eighteen  years  old 
he  l)egan  teaching,  being  thus  em])Io\'ed  for 
eight  terms,  four  of  which  were  in  one  dis- 
trict, the  latter  fact  imlieating  in  some  meas- 
ure his  success  and  popularity  as  an  instructor. 
At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Dalr\niple 
settled  down  to  farming  on  the  homestead 
in  which  he  was  born,  and  subsequently  suc- 
ceeding to  its  ownership  has  since  resided  here, 
energeticall)'  and  ably  engaged  in  its  maivage- 
ment.  He  has  served  as  Assessor  three  terms 
and  as  Highway  Commissioner  two  terms. 

An  important  step  in  the  advancement  of 
the  prosperity  of  Mr.  Dalryniple  was  his  mar- 
riage to  h'ranees  M.  iJ.irling,  \\hich  was  sol- 
emnized June  28,  1854.  Mrs.  Dalrymple  was 
born  in  the  town  ot  Nuntla,  November  29, 
1832.  She  is  of  New  Lngland  anteceiL'Uts, 
and  the  descendant  of  a  well-known  pioneer 
family  of  this  county,  her  iiateinal  grand- 
father, Willard  Darling,  a  native  of  the  old 
Bay  State,  having  been  an  early  settler  of 
Nunda.  He  dietl  while  \isiting  a  son  who 
resided  in  Cayuga  County.  Otis  Darling,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Dalrymple,  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  when  a  young  man  came  to  this 
State,  locating  in  Cayuga  Countv,  where  he 
married.  In  1828  he  and  his  wife  came  lo 
Livingston  County,  where  he  bought  a  tract 
of  land,  situated  about  four  miles  ftoni  the 
village  of  Nunda.  The  log  cabin,  which  was 
his  first  home,  he  at  length  replaced  with  a 
fine  frame  house ;  and  this  he  occupied  until 
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alter  the  birth  of  his  clnklreii.  In  1857,  fol- 
l(;\vin^-  the  ailvaiieini;-  steps  of  civilization,  he 
renio\-e(l  td  \\'iseon>in,  and  buying  a  farm  in 
Columbia  I'ount}-  lived  there  a  number  of 
years.  He  subseijuently  to;)k  uj)  his  abode  in 
Mil  ford,  \\'inneba_^-o  County,  111.,  where  he 
rounded  out  a  h'n;^  and  useful  life.  The 
maitlen  name  (if  his  wife,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Dalrymple,  was  i'decta  A.  \'oung-.  She  was 
born  in  CavuL;a  (/ount}',  New  York,  being  a 
daughter  of  Israel  ami  Sarah  Young,  who  were 
ani(jng  the  original  settlers  of  that  county. 
She,  too,  clo.-^ed  her  earthly  life  in  Milfortl, 
111..  li\  iiig  to  an  adxanced  age.  To  her  and 
hei'  husband  nineehihiren  were  born;  namely, 
Henry  ().,  b'rances  M.  (Mrs.  Dalryniple), 
Margaret  J.,  Mandexi  lie,  janette,  Emma, 
llattie,   bdla,  and   bdeeta  A.  Darling. 

The  wedded  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dalrymple 
has  been  blessed  b)"  the  birth  of  several  chil- 
dren and  grandchildren,  of  whom  we  chronicle 
the  following:  Melvin  1..,  born  May  1 8, 
1S55,  married  llaltie  I'hillips,  and  they  have 
one  sun,  Idovd  ]■'..;  Ula  M.,  Ijorn  August  14, 
1856,  married  (ohn  II.  Knappenberg,  and 
the)  ha\e  one  child  li\  ing,  \'era  D.  ;  Nellie 
M.,  born  November  1,  1S57.  lives  at  home; 
Asa  C,  born  June  29,  1851),  married  Minnie 
Hergen,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren—  Evangeline  1).,  Fheron  K.,  and  Carrie 
\'.  :  l-'rankie  A.,  born  i'"ebruary  lO,  1861, 
pissed  to  the  hii;her  life  August  5,  1880; 
jennie  E.,  born  October  3,  1862,  died  Octo- 
b.-r  13,  18S1;  Carrie  1{.,  l)orn  January  23, 
1865,  married  Malcolm  R.  \'anderbilt,  and 
after  a  short  wedtled  life  died  May  9,  1 894, 
lea\ing  one  son,  llriward  E.  ;  Amos  IE,  born 
January  3,  1867,  is  single  antl  lives  at  home; 
Delia  E.,  born  October  15,  1868,  passed  on- 
ward lA'bruary  9,  1882. 


--fT^ROEI'SSOR  SIEAS  E.  STRIVINGS, 
I  the  ellicient  [irincipal  of  the  Gaines- 

1 19       \ille    Union    School,    was    born  in 
;\Iounl    Morris,   Livingston  County, 

N.Y.,   May   i,  i^Cs- 

His     grandfather,    James    Strivings,  was 

among  the  earls'  pioneeis  in  that  town,  where 

he  cleared  a  tract  of  land  and  resided  for  a 


time,  but  final  1}'  removed  to  Moscian,  in  Eiv- 
ingston  Ccninty.  He  was  the  father  (jf  sewn 
chiKlreii,  namelx  :  three  living  in  the  West; 
I  Eeandei\  who  died  iu  the  Wai'  of  the  Rebell- 
ion; lumice,  also  dead;  Saiah:  and  Sher- 
man,  father  of  Silas  E. 

.Shei'man,  tlie  )i)nngest  of  the  children,  was 
born  in  W'ethersfieUl  Sindnus,  W's'omincf 
County,  N.Y.  He  assisted  his  father  on  the 
farm  when  not  engageil  with  his  studies  at  the 
district  school;  and,  when  he  was  of  age,  he 
I  went  to  woik  for  himself  by  the  month,  later 
working  a  faian  on  shares.  On  the  first  farm 
that  he  bought,  situated  near  Dansville,  Ei\- 
ingston  County,  he  li\ed  four  \  ears,  and  then 
sold  it  anti  jjurchased  the  farm  on  which  he 
now  resides  in  West  Sparta.  Sherman  Striv- 
ings marrietl  Miss  Eli/.a  Eowre}',  one  of  a 
large  famil)'  of  children  of  Richard  Lowrey, 
of  West  .Sparta,  formerly  of  West  L'nion,  Alle- 
gany Count)-,  where  she  was  born.  Mrs.  Striv- 
ings became  the  mother  of  twi;  children  —  .Silas 
i  E.,  of  this  sketch,  and  Minnie,  who  is  the  wife 
I  of  William  (Ireen.  ISoth  parents  are  mem- 
I  bers  ol  the  ?\Iethodist  church  in  West  .Sparta. 
I  Silas  E.  Stri\  iiigs  |)assetl  his  early  )ears  in 
Mount  Morris,  near  Dansville,  attending  the 
district  schoid  and  helping  on  the  fai  ni  out  of 
school  hours.  Eater  he  went  to  the  Geneseo 
Normal  .Seho(d,  where  he  spent  the  most  of 
four  years.  He  then  went  to  I'ortageville, 
W_\'oming  Counts',  and  taught  tlie  sillage 
scho(d  lour  )'eais.  During  these  \'ears  he 
took  the  State  exaiiiination  at  Huffalo,  com- 
pleting the  course  ,ind  securing;  a  State  di- 
ploma. At  the  eiul  of  that  time  he  clianged 
his  s|)hei'e  of  work  t(.)  the  new  scho(d  in 
Gainess'ille,  of  which  he  became  principal  and 
head  master,  continuing  till  the  present  time, 
a  period  of  fi\'e  sears.  Thiee  years  ago  he 
put  the  sch(.ol  under  the  regents  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  increasing  the  number  of  teachers, 
and  now  has  a  school  extending  to  its  ]ni[)ils  a 
superior  grade  of  scholai  shi]),  and  olfering  every 
facilit)'  for  the  ac(|uireiiH'nt  of  agooil  education. 

In  |8,SS  I'lotessor  Strivings  svas  married  to 
Miss  .Mae  Townsend,  a  daughter  of  Das  id  A. 
and  Sarah  (Desves')  Tosvnseiid,  her  father 
being  a  tarmei'  o[  Tike,  \s'liere  she  svas  born 
and  spent  her  L'arls  lite.     Her  maternal  grand- 
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parents  were  originally  pioneers  in  Pike, 
where  the  grandfather  located  in  1808  on  a 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres,  and 
built  the  log  house  in  which  the  children  were 
nearly  all  born,  sid)sequently,  howewr,  erect- 
ing a  more  con\-enient  and  comfortable  home 
for  the  family.  He  died  there  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years.  His  wife,  Beulah  Abel, 
was  from  Whitehall,  on  the  southern  extrem- 
it}'  of  Lake  Champlain.  She  was  well  edu- 
cated, and  taught  the  first  school  opened  in 
Pike.  Her  death,  occurred  at  the  old  home- 
stead late  in  life.  h~rom  being  a  fai'mer  in 
early  \ears  Da\'id  A.  Townsend  in  midtlle  life 
became  a  merchant,  and  lived  in  Pike  in  that 
capacity  for  two  years,  and  then  went  to 
Kansas,  and  became  interested  in  the  raising 
of  sheep,  at  the  same  time  attending  to  other 
enterprises;  but  later  he  went  to  Michigan, 
where  he  has  since  resided  on  a  farm.  His 
wife  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  and 
reared  a  family  of  six  children.  She  died  at 
(jenesee  h'alls,  aged  forty-one.  Both  she  and 
her  husband  were  Baptists. 

Mrs.  Strivings  received  her  education  in 
her  girlhood,  as  ]\Lie  Townsend,  at  Pike  Sem- 
inary, antl  afterward  taught  both  (.listiict  and 
graded  schools  in  Portageville.  By  her  mar- 
riage she  has  become  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren —  Ru\'  Tijwnsentl  and  h'rank  L'ving. 
Protessor  Strixings  is  a  devoted  class  leader 
and  Sunda}'-school  teacher  in  the  I\L'thodist 
church,  of  which  he  is  a  member.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  I\Laccabees  and  In- 
dependent (Jrtler  of  Good  Templars,  is  a 
Republican  in  ])olitics,  and  is  one  of  the  fore- 
most citizens  in  the  community  in  which  he 
lives,  being  one  who  in  the  instruction  of  the 
young  represents  the  educational  force  which 
is  to  shape  the  thought  and  career  of  many  in 
the  future;  for,  as  Emerson  has  said,  '''Tis 
the  fine  souls  who  serve  us,  and  not  what  is 
called  fine  society." 


ir^ANH'T.  J.  WALKER  was   born  in 
I  :=4     Madison    County,    New   York,  on 
^^'ly  '5'   ^815-     His  father,  J  ames 
W'alkei',    a   .Scotch    emigrant  from 
Perthshire,  came  to  America,  and  settled  in 


Johnstown,  Montgomery  County,  when  tliat 
portion  (jf  tile  State  was  but  thinlv  jiopulatcd, 
and  the  life  of  a  farmer  was  our  of  ineu^hant 
struggles  and  unremitting  toil.  He  did  not 
remain  permanently  in  .MontgoniLrN',  l)Ut 
moved  to  .Madison  Count\',  wliere  he  made  iMit 
a  tempf)i'ary  residence.  In  \'ork,  Livingston 
County,  he  tound  an  abid  ing-|3lace  to  his 
mind;  and  in  this  town  in  1S33  he  bought 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
Here  he  li\'ed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  died, 
and  was  buried.  His  wife,  Catherine  ]\L'- 
Naughton,  was  a  Scotch  lassie;  and  their 
children  mav  lay  a  ju^t  claim  to  an  inlieri- 
tance  of  industry,  thrift,  sturdy  independence, 
and  loNTilty  of  faith  from  their  ancestr)'  on 
both  sides.  James  Walker  li\ed  to  be  eighty- 
five  \eai's  of  age,  and  his  wife  died  at  an  age 
which  aiKled  one  year  more  lu  it^  mortal  ac- 
count than  that  of  lier  husband.  Their  nine 
children  were:  Gilbert,  Jane,  Mary,  Jean- 
nette,  Haniel  J.,  Alexander,  l-lli/abeth,  Char- 
lotte, Catherine. 

Daniel  L  was  the  second  of  the  three  sons 
in  this  family  group.  He  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  of  Madison  Count\.  and 
after  leaving  school  stayed  on  his  father's 
farm  until  he  was  thirtv  \'ears  of  age.  There 
seems  to  be  an  element  of  calm  strength  al^out 
the  man  who  is  content  to  stay  in  one  region 
and  do  what  his  hand  finds  to  do,  undisturbed 
1)\'  illusoi)'  \isions  ot  brilliant  achie\'ement 
in  far-off  quarters.  Of  such  a  temperament  is 
Mr.  Walker,  who  has  been  a  farmer  all  of  his 
life,  and  who  has  nevei'  left  his  nativ'e  .State. 
bV)r  six  years  he  lived  in  the  ,ul  j oi n i  ng  town 
of  Caledonia,  but  aftei'  the  exjiiratiou  i.f  that 
period  returned  to  York,  and  iiurcliased  an 
estate,  upon  which  he  now  resi<les.  This 
place  was  bought  in  1S55. 

The  realization  of  tbie  l^iblical  enunciation, 
"It  is  not  good  tor  man  to  live  alone,"  ap- 
pears, as  all  great  simple  truths  seem  to  be 
more  clearly  a])|irehen(led  by  those  who  live 
simple  natural  lives,  to  come  as  a  matter  of 
course  and  beyond  disinitation  to  the  man  who 
tills  antl  plants  and  gathers;  and  one  rarel\' 
fintls  a  Ixichclor  farmer.  P'ollowing  the  lu-ave 
old  fashion,  clearly  the  better  wa\'.  Mr. 
Walker  sought   a   "helpmate"    betimes,  and 


■  -I  I  ■; 


yl'iclJ  incf  ir  lo'iioiiioc)    j;'  ao  8081 

ti    vi!"         i.iii,,  1  ,.  ii,         -jfij  bfir;  |  |i«i5 

.'■);■•.»:)/ ..■•-rj<j      ni  .r.'l  j-J  j   -JJ->TC>  ,t:r/l!'f/0({ 


'  -      ■'       '■    ra-ifii    .1;  ■  -fii-c  [l.-ff  P'zv/  -.jA'd.     .niiAoani'r'j  •■■.',t:J  j\>  /;i 


(>}  ■lit;! 


...  ,1 


'1 


'i  ■  ■      ••-■I     ■■■■        \i7lrl>.   ..-■;(/:  - 

■  'v  I  !  ;'\!  ; ,  J  ui'  i    ^li       I'  1  fi'.i.r        i  i  >r.:i 

'  ■'  .hi'r.r,  '■■  Osii    lo  t?/f!.r,  ^it 

■  '-"<  ,-r-;'ijfoi!  Jii .  f!i;-.)(i>L'q7i? 

■  ■■  'f!    ■  J',. '    V  f--;r.'     udJ.  ij'  )  j-Miii 

)«.'    .>.•.'■■  V.in)r.,'}i  (!f  Olfe;  •;.;.•■)  ■q.ti.i'i   ,t.-i...  if 

•■'■IT.   i:.    f-  .'T..  i>ni;  j  :;;.-iiOi;  j  -jiil  ■jni^ri'i  J^^  >.\ 

if"-       "   i'  :.>■/  iv-^   Olf//   il-;n,:   'JflfJ  :>tlj 


qrri  s  • 


I 


BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


was  married  to  ^^iss  AsL-nath  Calvert,  a 
dau-htcr  of  Riil)L-rt  Calvert,  ..f  Vork.  TliL-y 
ha\c  Dili}'  (MIC  iliild,  a  dau^htci',  Btddcnia, 
who  married  Mr.  Watson  (r.  iMallctt,  of  Or- 
leans County;  su  the  father  and  mother  are 
livin;j,  alone,  like  a  )'()un;j,'  couple,  on  their 
farm. 

i\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Walker  are  both  members  of 
the  United  l'resb\  teriaii  Chuixh  of  York. 
The  former  has  been  a  lo\al  Rei)ublican  since 
the  formation  of  the  party,  but  cast  his  first 
I're^idential  \ote  for  the  Whig  candidate  in 
1836. 


(sTr  ^^'^'^'-^^^^■'^  HUNT,    M.D.,    is  a 

LLa  well-known  and  hi-hly  esteemed  phy- 
yj]^\  sician  living  in  .Sjiriiv^'water,  Liv- 
— '  in^ston  Count)',  N.Y.  Me  was 
born  in  this  town.  June  24,  18:26.  Dr.  Hunt's 
grandfatlier,  Aaron,  and  alM)  his  father, 
Aaiou  J.  Hunt,  were  natives  of  Massachu- 
setts, belonui'iiiL;'  to  the  go(jd  old  New  Eng- 
land st()ck,  from  which  so  many  are  justly 
proud  of  ha\ing  .sprung.  Aaron  Hunt,  al- 
though i)orn  in  Massachusetts,  came  out  as 
l)ioneer  to  Ontario  County,  New  York  State, 
in  midille  life,  and  settled  in  a  place  after- 
ward nameil  lor  him.  Hunt's  Hollow. 

Aaron  J.,  the  son,  on  reaching  manhood, 
followed  his  fallier's  examide,  and  became  a 
farmer,  living  lir.st  in  Iliuit's  Hollow,  where 
he  had  been  brcnight  up,  then  moving  to 
Naples,  Ontario  County,  and  later  to  Spring- 
water.  At  this  town,  in  1823,  he  purchased 
a  ueek  of  land  on  tiie  Cohocton  River,  built  a 
mill,  and  settled  down  for  twent)'-five  years. 
Then,  follo\\-ing  the  pioneer  instincts  of  his 
father,  he  pushed  westward,  and,  finding  a 
suitable  place  to  settle,  near  Uansville,  Mich., 
lie  bought  a  farm,  and  resumed  tlie  agricult- 
ural pursuits  of  liis  early  )'ears.  He  died 
after  fifteen  years  of  continuous  labor  in  till- 
ing the  soil,  having  reached  the  age  of  eighty- 
six'  years. 

The  wife  of  Aaron  |.  Hunt,  Miss  Lucy 
(jarfield,  before  her  man  iage  was  a  daughter 
of  .Solomon  Garfield,  an  uncle  of  the  late 
noble  President  of  that  name.  She,  too,  was 
a  New  Englander,  born  in  Worcester,  Mass., 


where  she  spent  her  earl)'  life  on  her  father's 
farm. 

There  were  eight  children  as  a  result  of 
that  marriage  —  I'di/a,  who  married  Rens- 
selaer Paine,  and  fias  already  passed  away; 
Jose])h ;  Catharine,  who  marrietl  Levi  Robin- 
son, and  after  his  (leath  'Sir.  Miller,  of  Michi- 
gan; Andrew;  Marietta;  Artemus  L.  ;  Sarah 
Jane,  wiio  married  Charles  Smith,  and  is  now 
dead;  and  .Sarah  Ann,  who  li\'ed  but  a  few 
years.  Mrs.  Hunt  lived  to  see  her  children 
well  started  in  life.  She  died  in  Springwater 
at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years,  leaving  a  good 
record  for  faithful  and  helpful  service.  Both 
parents  were  members  of  the  Christian 
church. 

Artemus  L.,  second  son  of  Aaron  and  Lucy 
Hunt,  as  named  abo\'e,  spent  his  early  life  in 
Springwater,  attending  the  district  school  and 
assisting  his  father  till  he  was  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  work  on  a  farm  about  four  miles 
from  the  village.  This  farm  he  was  able 
finally  to  purchase;  and  he  lived  on  it  for 
several  years,  following  the  carpenter's  trade. 
But  unwilling  to  settle  down  to  that  occupa- 
tion, and  having  a  longing  for  higher  educa- 
tional ad\'antages,  he  went  to  Ann  Arbor, 
I\'Iich.,  and  took  a  full  course  of  study,  was 
graduated,  and  began  piactising  medicine  in 
Springwater,  where  he  now  is  successfully 
established. 

Dr.  Ihmt  marricLl  in  1844  ALss  Lydia  Ann 
Rix,  daughter  of  Samuel  Rix,  a  welLto-do 
farmer,  antl  member  of  one  of  the  old  families 
of  this  town.  Their  only  child,  Joseph  A. 
Idunt,  is  a  commercial  traveller.  In  18S6 
this  wife  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years ; 
and  in  i88>S  l)r.  Hunt  married  for  his  second 
wife  Miss  ICmma  S.  llickok,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  R.  Hickok,  a  farmer  and  resident  of 
Canatlice,  Ontario  County,  in  which  place 
Mrs.  Hunt  was  born.  Mrs.  Hunt's  mother, 
P^li/a  Wiley,  was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John 
Wiley,  and  a  native  of  .Springwater,  where  liis 
peo})le  were  among  the  earliest  sjttlers.  She 
brought  up  a  famil)'  of  eight  children  —  1  Ljra- 
tio  IL,  a  i)astor  of  the  Ad\ent  church  at 
Stephens's  Mills,  .Steuben  County;  George 
W.  ;  Mary  li.  ;  Samuel  R.,  who  is  no  longer 
living:   Hattie  L.  ;  Lmma  S.  ;  Jennie  S.,  who 
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also  died;  and  John  \V.  Samnel  R.  Hickok, 
Mrs.  Hunt's  father,  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Plenry 
I'ell  Miekok,  of  Ontario  Count)-.  He  died  in 
1877,  .it  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years.  His 
widow,  Airs.  1'^.  Wiley  Hiekok,  is  still  living, 
and  is  a  nienil)er  of  the  Methodist  church 
at  Hemlock  Lake. 

Dr.  Artemus  L.  Hunt  is  a  member  of  the 
Eclectic  .Society  of  Geneseo  valley,  holds  a 
diploma  from  tlie  .State  society,  and  has  been 
voted  int(j  the  national  society.  He  is  a 
Vice  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Pluenix  Lodge, 
No.  115,  A.  V.  &  A.  ]\L,  of  DansviUe,  and 
has  also  been  one  of  the  coroners  of  Living- 
ston Count)'.  Politically,  he  is  and  has 
always  been  a  firm  believer  in  the  Republican 
principles.  Both  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hunt  are  con- 
nected with  the  AiU'ent  church,  of  which  Dr. 
Hunt  is  a  Trustee. 


-TT^OPHRT  \Vh:h: KS  BOGART,  a  native- 
I  born   citi/en   of   Livingston  County, 

J_b\  has  grown  with  its  growth,  and  since 
^"—^  attaining  tiie  estate  of  manhood  has 
done  no  unimportant  part  in  the  great  work 
that  has  resultetl  in  making  it  the  heart  of 
one  of  the  richest  farming  centres  of  the  Em- 
pire State.  He  worthily  represents  one  of  the 
oldest  settled  families  of  Mount  Morris,  his 
father,  Andrew  \'an  AI iddlesworth  Bogart,  a 
native  of  New  \'ork  City,  and  the  son  of  a 
practising  plnsician,  having  come  here  as 
early  as  1815,  removing  from  Cayuga  Comity 
after  living  there  a  short  time. 

^L)unt  AL)rris  was  then  included  in  Gene- 
see County,  and  was  very  sparsely  settled, 
being  in  fact  but  a  wilderness,  through  which 
the  traveller  found  his  way  by  means  of  blazed 
trees.  Antlrew  \'.  AL  Bogart,  then  a  young 
man,  bought  a  tract  of  wild  land,  which  is 
included  in  the  farm  now  owned  by  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  Building  a  log  cabin  for 
himself  and  wife,  he  began  the  clearing  of  the 
land;  and  the  ringing  blows  of  his  axe  did 
good  execution  among  the  giants  of  the  forest. 
With  his  other  intlustries  he  kept  sheep  and 
raised  tia.\ ;  and  his  good  wife  used  to  card, 
spin,  and  weave  the  material  for  the  garments 
in  wliich  her  family  were  dressed,  being  as 


busy  with  domestic  duties  as  he  was  in  his 
agricultural  labors.  IK-  im[)rove(l  an  excel- 
lent farm,  and  here  i\siil(j(l  until  his  decease 
in  1846.  His  wile,  who^c  m.iiden  name  was 
Rachel  Weeks,  was  a  (hiu-hter  of  Robert 
Weeks,  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  West 
Sparta.  At  the  time  Mr.  Weeks  settled 
there,  railwa\s  anil  canals  were  unheard  of; 
anil  he  had  to  take  his  grist  on  horseback  to 
Avon,  the  nearest  milling  point,  being  two 
tla)'S  on  the  tri|).  liread-stulfs  were  olten- 
times  scarce;  but  deer,  bears,  [iheasants,  and 
smaller  game  were  plentiful,  auil  supplieil  the 
family  laider  with  meat.  Air.  Weeks  re- 
claimed a  good  farm  fr(jm  the  wiKlerness,  and 
remained  there  during  his  declining  yeai's. 
l'"our  chihlren  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
l^ogart,  tw(;  of  uiiom  are  now  li\ing.  Lli/a- 
beth,  now  deceased,  married  Marcus  Dun- 
ning; Jacob  Henry  resides  in  Greenfield, 
Ind.  ;  Robert  W.  is  the  subject  of  this  brief 
record;  Andrew  died  in  chiklhootl.  The 
mother  sur\i\ed  her  husband  man)'  years, 
making  her  home  with  her  son  (jn  the  old 
homesteml  priipeity,  and  passetl  awa\'  in  1884, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  \  ears. 

Robert  W'eeks  Bogart  was  but  ten  \ears  old 
when  his  father  died;  ami  he  continued  to 
live  with  his  mother,  who  trainetl  him  to 
habits  of  usefulness  and  indnstr\',  and  in- 
stilleil  int(j  his  minil  the  lessons  of  truth  and 
honesty  that  have  guided  his  course  through 
life.  He  succeeded  to  the  ownershi])  ol  the 
home  farm,  which  he  has  managed  with  excel- 
lent judgment,  and  has  since  bought  adjoini  g 
land,  being  now  the  pro|)rietor  ol  one  of  tl  e 
best  and  most  finely  ecpii[)pjd  farms  in  th 
neighborhood,  containing  one  hundred  am! 
seventy-eight  acres  of  rich  and  well-tilled 
land. 

In  1866  Mr.  l^ogart  was  unitetl  in  the  hoi/ 
bonds  of  matrimony  with  Aliss  Belle  Snyde  ', 
a  native  of  West  Sparta,  and  the  daughter  ')f 
Ileni-y  and  Anna  .Siuder.  i\fter  a  hapjy 
wedded  life  of  twent.)--li ve  years  death  si.n- 
dered  the  sih'er  chain  that  bound  the  twain, 
Mrs.  Bogart  passirjg  to  the  worUl  be\'ond  on 
January  i,  1891.  In  Januar)'.  1894,  Mr. 
Bogart  was  marrieil  to  Aliss  Grace  IVrrine,  a 
native  of  this  county,  daughter  of  one  of  the 
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Hcncfit  Association  and  President  of  the  St. 
I'atrick^  Total  .Ahstincncc  and  Ik'nevolcnt 
Soci(jt\  .  11c  has  been  Town  Clerk,  an  officer 
of  the  Union  Hose  Company,  and  a  village 
Trustee,  and  a  niend^er  of  the  Hoard  of  lulii- 
eation.  In  politics  he  is  a  firm  sujjporter  of 
the  iJenKJcratic  party. 


u-j|ICIlARD  .M.  JONKS,  an  able  mem- 
ber of  the  County  Board  of  Super- 
visors, representing  the  town  of 
Cieneseo,  wa.^  born  in  Springwater, 
March  13,  iSjf).  1  he  native  place  of  his 
father,  Richard  Junes,  was  I'ittsfield,  N.II.; 
and  his  grandfather,  Jose|)h  Jones,  was  a  life- 
long resident  of  New  bLngland. 

Mr.  Jones's  fatlier  leaiaied  in  his  youth  the 
trade  of  clock-making;  and  after  he  reached 
maturity  he  left  his  home  and  went  out  to  On- 
tario County  in  Xew  Yoik  .State,  where  he 
followed  that  calling,  and  als(j  conducted  a 
foundr)-.  After  his  marriage  he  removed  to 
Springwater  in  Livingston  County,  where  he 
continued  to  w(jrk  at  his  trade  until  his  death, 
which  occurretl  in  1846.  I'lichard  Jones's 
wife,  mother  of  Richard  M.,  whose  life  story 
is  here  narrated,  was  Lucy  A.  Hickock.  She 
was  born  in  West  Bloomfield,  Ontario  County, 
N.\'.,  and  was  a  tlaughter  of  William  Hick- 
ock, a  well-known  farmer  of  Ontario  County. 
She  died  in  1 S90,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eight^'-four  }  ears.  She  was  the  mother  of  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  who  all  grew  to 
matiu'ity  —  Joseph,  Carlos,  Lucinda,  John  H., 
Caroline,  Catherine,  Myron  R.,  Richard  M., 
Henry  C,  Lmily,  James  .S.,  and  Lucy. 

Richard  M.,  the  eighth  in  the  above-named 
group,  was  but  ten  years  oUl  when  his  father 
died;  and,  as  his  mother  was  left  with  four 
younger  than  he  and  in  very  limited  circum- 
stances, the  boy  was  eaily  obliged  not  only  to 
earn  his  own  living,  but  also  to  assist  in  the 
suppcjrt  of  the  family.  He  ff)und  work  on  a 
farm,  and  Cfjntinued  in  that  occupation  until 
he  enlisted,  June  13,  i  S6 1 ,  in  Company  A, 
Third  New  York  Cavalry,  the  first  volunteer 
company  of  cavalry  mustered  in  the  United 
-States  service.  Mr.  Jones  was  with  the 
L'nion  arm}-  in  all  its  various  campaigns  arid 


battles.  He  twice  had  a  horse  shot  from 
imdei-  him.  Once  be  .-ihed  blood  for  his  coim- 
try,  wlu'ii  wiunuled  b)'  a  ball,  which  grazed 
his  forehead  but  s|)ared  his  eyesight.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Jones's  Landing  on 
the  James  River,  Jidy  17,  1864.  After  that 
he  returned  home,  and  for  a  tiirie  worked  land 
on  shares.  Then  he  rented  land  (jf  Mr. 
Wadsworth  for  almost  twelve  \'ears.  In  i  S84 
he  purchased  the  farm  of  one  hundred  antl 
twenty  acres,  situated  two  miles  out  from 
Geneseo,  where  he  is  now  dKi[)|)ily  and  pros- 
perously settled.  The  estate  is  well  man- 
aged, and  yields  considerable  fruit,  as  well 
as  general  farm  produce. 

In  1865  iMr.  I'iichard  M.  Jones  was  married 
to  Miss  Amanda  A.  Jennings,  a  nati\e  of 
Springwater,  a  daughter  of  John  Jennings. 
Her  mother  before  marriage  was  I\Iiss  Mary 
Frost-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  have  two  children 
—  Caroline  \\.  and  Richard.  Mr.  Jones  is  a 
member  of  A.  A.  Curtis  Post,  No.  39:?,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  of  which  he  has  been 
Commander.  He  is  a  Republican  in  political 
opinions,  ami  was  elected  Sui)ervisor  in  1894. 

A  portrait  of  this  patriotic,  useful,  and 
highly  esteemed  citizen  may  be  found  on  an- 
other page  of  the  "Review." 


A'.  AL1'RP:D  KKLLh:V  H.VrKS, 
the  Presbyterian  clergyman  in  Lima, 
Livingston  Count}',  N.Y.,  was  l)orn 
in  the  city  of  Ctdumbus,  Ohio,  De- 
cend)er  14,  1853.  His  great-grandfather. 
Phineas  Pates,  was  a  Massachusetts  man;  and 
his  grandfather,  Stepheii  Pates,  was  boiii  in 
Granville,  in  the  western  part  of  that  .State. 

Stephen  Pates  came  to  Canandaigna,  On- 
tario County,  X.V..  when  only  eighteen  }ears 
of  age,  woiking  as  a  farmer  and  miller.  He 
was  one  (jf  the  pioneeis  who  cleared  the  tim- 
ber off  what  is  now  Main  .Street  in  that  \il- 
lage.  He  ownetl  a  grist-mill  at  Lit  t  le\'i  1 1  e, 
which  he  oi)erated  from  1S3J  till  1S45,  when 
he  removetl  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  died  in 
the  fall  of  the  same  year.  In  the  tr}ing 
years  fiom  1813  to  181 5,  during  the  progress 
of  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  he  was  a 
member   of   the   State   Assembh';  and  later, 
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iimlcr  Gcjvcinor  Clinton,  he  was  in  the  State 
Senate.  Durinj;-  a  great  part  of  his  active  life 
his  linnie  was  near  Canandaii^ua.  llis  wife 
bore  the  sweet  name  of  Naunii  and  the  prac- 
tical name  of  1  landy. 

Stephen  Bates's  son,  James  Lawrence,  the 
father  of  our  >[iecial  subject,  was  born  in 
Canandaigua  in  1815,  and  attended  the  local 
schools  besides  the  Canandaigua  Academy 
and  Ilobart  CollcL^e.  For  a  while  he  worketl 
in  his  father's  mill;  but  in  1832  he  went  to 
Ohio,  where  he  stutlied  law  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar,  pursuini;"  his  I'jrofession  the  rest  of 
his  da)  s  in  Coknnbus,  holding  the  office  of 
l)istrict  CircLiit  Judge  for  fifteen  years.  Mis 
wife  was  Maria  Kelley,  a  native  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  and  they  had  six  children,  the  first  of 
whom,  Julia,  dietl  in  infancy.  Edward  Bates 
died  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen.  Then  came 
a  sister,  Mary  Bates.  Lucy  Bates  married 
Colonel  J.  T.  Holmes,  a  leading  attorney  in 
Columbus,  Ohio;  am.!  they  have  four  children 
—  Mabel,  Constance,  Lawrence,  and  Eleanor 
Holmes.  l'\inny  Bates  married  William  P. 
Little,  of  Columbiis;  and  they  have  three 
children  —  Helen,  l{\el)'n,  and  Robert  Little. 

Their  fifth  child,  Alfred  Kelley  Bates,  was 
nametl  for  his  mother's  father.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  his  native  State  and 
at  Princeton  College,  where  he  was  graduated 
in  1874.  when  twent)'  \ears  of  age.  Later 
he  was  also  graduated  from  the  Chicago  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  and  at  once,  in  1878, 
ordained  a  l'resb\  terian  clergyman  in  Spring- 
field, 111.,  the  home  of  the  martyred  President 
Lincoln.  After  a  yeai  's  experience  there  he 
went  t  )  Mount  \'ernon,  Ohio,  and  then  came 
to  Lima.  A  few  years  later  he  went  to  Coun- 
i  cil  Bluffs,  la.,  and  then  successively  to  Cedar 
Rapids  in  the  same  State,  to  Cadiz,  Ohio,  and 
to  Scranton,  Pa.,  whence  in  1893  he  came 
again  to  Lima,  wheie  he  is  still  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

His  marriage  took  jilace  about  the  time  of 
his  ordination,  in  1878,  the  bride  being 
Louise  Strong,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Addison 
K.  and  Medorah  (  holder)  Strong,  now  settled 
near  Syracuse.  P'rom  this  marriage  have 
come  eight  children — James,  born  in  1879, 
and    named    for    his    paternal  grandfather; 


Ethel,  born  in  1880;  Janet,  born  in  1882; 
Naomi,  boin  in  1S84,  and  named  for  her 
great-grandmother  J^ates;  Alfred,  boi  u  in 
1889,  and  named  for  his  father;  PMwaid,  born 
in  1889,  and  named  for  an  uncle;  Mar\-,  born 
in  1891;  Gertrude,  born  in  1893.  'Plieir 
father  is  unuMiall)  fond  of  children,  and 
might  ask  with  the  sage,  Marcus  Aurelius, 
'"Who  is  there  whom  bright  and  agreeable 
children  do  not  attract  to  i^lay  and  creep  and 
]jrattle  with  them?"  and  this  trait  i>  espe- 
cially attracti\'e  in  a  gentleman  of  his  pro- 
fession.       •  V 

•■  ( )l'  siilIi  the  kiiiudum  !  "  .  .  ,  And  lriil_\ 
••  W'c  need  tL'iidci"  Icssua.i  taughl 

As  diiK'  \SL-akuL'ss  can, 
Ciod  hath  his  small  iiitcrpretL-rs  ; 
Tlic  child  nuist  teach  the  nuui." 


(^Tr  SA  A.  LUTHER,  a  highly  esteemed 
AjA  citizen  of  Warsaw,  was  born  in  Cas- 
/J|A  tile,  November  21,  1842.  Pie  was 
the  son  f)f  Lymus  C.  and  Caroline 
P.  (Dudley)  Luther.  Asa  Luther,  father  of 
Lymus  C,  was  one  of  the  earl\'  settlers  of 
Wyoming  County  and  a  pioneer  Baptist  min- 
ister, an  earnest  preacher  of  the  gosj^el,  well 
known  in  his  day,  when  churches  in  this 
region  were  few  and  far  between.  It  is  said 
of  him  that  he  had  man\'  times  preached  in  a 
barn.  He  died  in  Castile,  when  forty  years 
of  age.  His  wife  outlived  him,  and  married 
again.  The  Rev.  Asa  Luther  had  three  chil- 
dren, one  son  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom 
lived  to  grow  u|);  ami  one,  Mrs.  Marv  Hunt, 
is  still  living,  her  home  being  in  Iowa.  'Phe 
other  daughter  was  Savina,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Mr.  I  bddcn. 

The  son,  Lymus  C,  grew  into  manhood  in 
Castile,  his  native  town,  and  there  learned 
the  carriage-maker's  trade,  which  he  followcil 
in  later  years.  During  the  earlier  part  of  his 
life  he  was  interested  in  farming,  but  after- 
ward removed  to  Wisconsin,  and  there  estab- 
lished a  carriage-making  business,  in  which 
he  was  highly  successful.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  church,  and  in  politics 
a  Republican.  He  served  as  Dejuity  Sheriff 
in  Wisconsin,  and  all  through  his  life  was  an 
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active  businessman.  IledictI  in  Wisconsin 
at  the  anL-  of  sixty  years.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  had  three  ehihh'en  by  his  first  mar- 
riage and  two  b\'  the  second,  all  ot  whom 
grew  up,  and  four  of  whom  are  now  living, 
tlieir  names  being:  ,\sa  A.,  Laura,  Helen, 
Clara,  and  Carrie.  I. aura  is  the  wife  of  J. 
Thomson.  Helen,  who  married  Ira  Vail,  of 
W'isconsin,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  in 
California,  where  she  had  gone  for  her  health. 
The  other  two  daughters,  twins,  are  both 
mairied. 

Asa  -A.,  the  eklest  child  of  Lymiis  C. 
Luther,  iecei\ed  his  education  partly  in  Cas- 
tile and  parti)-  in  Wisconsin.  i\t  the  age  of 
fourteen  he  commenced  woik  at  the  carpen- 
ter and  joiner's  trade  in  the  factory  of  James 
B.  l^radish,  remaining  with  him  for  two  years. 
At  this  time  the  Ci\'il  War  broke  out,  and  he 
enlisteel  August  31,  1S61,  in  Company  h\ 
I'"ifth  New  Yoik  Cavalr)',  commaniled  by 
Captain  Wheeler.  His  war  experiences  were 
particularly  active,  he  being  in  thirteen 
engagements,  including  the  battles  of  Bull 
Run,  Chantill}',  Manassas  Junction,  and 
I'redericksburg,  besides  many  skirmishes.  In 
Kili)atrick"s  raid,  in  March,  1864,  he  was  cajit- 
ured,  and  was  detained  in  Libby  and  Ander- 
sonville  Prisons  lor  nine  months.  He  was 
paroled  in  November  of  that  year,  but  did  not 
reach  the  I'nion  lines  until  some  time  in  De- 
cembei'.  ]5ef(n'e  he  was  taken  prisoner  he  was 
said  to  have  weighed  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  jiounds,  and  on  his  release  his  weight 
was  but  sixty-eight  pounds.  He  was  honor- 
ablv  discharged  in  b'ebruar)-,  1865.  When  I\fr. 
Luther  returned  to  Warsaw  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  lie  took  up  the  occupation  of  carpenter, 
contractor,  and  builder,  and  was  foreman  (jf 
the  Warsaw  Manufacturing  Company  for  about 
se\/en  years.  In  iHjG  he  bought  a  farm,  which 
he  has  cultivated  and  upon  which  he  has  re- 
sided until  the  present  da)',  this  farm  consist- 
ing of  ninety-four  acres  of  land.  He  is  a  hard 
worker,  and  has  made  what  he  has  by  his  own 
industr\'  and  i)erseveranc<.'. 

Mr.  Luther  has  been  twice  married.  In 
1867  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Calista 
Keene)-,  who  died  in  1869.  Two  years  later 
he   married    Mary    b^    Keeney,   daughter  of 


Sheldon  C.  and  Ann  H.  Keeney.  l-'ive  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them  — -  Kendrick  A.,  udw 
attendin;^,  a  medical  school;  Ivalph  L.,  bidd- 
ing a  [xisilion  in  A.  J5.  Bishop's  drug  store  at 
Warsaw;  Anna  1^.  and  Guy  S.,  who  reside  at 
home;  and  Idmer  D.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
sewn  )ears. 

Ml'.  Luther  has  held  the  office  of  Ilighway 
Commissioner  for  nine  years,  and  is  now  one 
of  the  directors  of  the  Wyoming  Ciuuity  Agri- 
cultural Society  and  superintendent  of  horses 
for  the  society.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  church  at  Warsaw, 
and  in  politics  Mr.  I,uthcr  is  a  l\epublican. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ciibbs  I'ost,  No. 
130,  Grand  .'\rniy  of  the  Republic,  and  of  the 
Ancient  (Jider  of  L'nited  Workmen,  No.  110. 
He  occupies  a  high  position  among  his  fellow- 
townsmen,  ha\  ing  a  good  record  as  a  patriotic, 
usetul  citizen  both  in  war  and  in  peace. 


TjLLIO'I'T    W.    HORTON,    the  signally 

successful  eiiitor  of  the  Livingston 
Dniiocrat,  was  born  in  l^atavia,  Gen- 
esee County,  N.Y.,  No\'eniber  3,  1858,  anil 
was  but  a  lad  when  his  father,  Samuel  Ilor- 
ton,  a  farmer,  died  in  that  town.  ]'".lliott  was 
cared  lor  b)-  his  mother,  who  removed  to 
Phel|)s,  Ontario  Count)',  where  she  gave  him 
such  etlucation  as  she  could  afford. 

He  commenced  the  work  of  life  by  laboring 
on  a  tai'm;  but  the'  next  season  he  and  his 
mother  moved  to  Sotlus,  and  later  he  went  to 
Palmyra  Lnion  .School.  .At  Palnnra  he 
learned  the  pi  inter's  tratle  in  the  office  of  the 
Wa)ne  Count)'  yoiinial,  and  adx'ancing  rap- 
idly was  made  associate  editor.  l-"rom  here 
he  went  to  Washington,  D.C.,  where,  after 
being  emi)lo)eil  one  year  in  the  government 
printing  office,  he  conducted  a  job  office  for  a 
year.  Li  the  fall  of  18S5  lie  came  to  Gene- 
seo,  and  during  the  ensuing  vear  worked  as 
foreman  in  the  oflice  of  the  Livingston  /huw- 
crii/,  of  which  he  has  ever  since  been  editor 
and  manager.  'I'his  i)a])er  was  started  in  Au- 
gust, 1885,  with  a  very  small  list  of  sub- 
scriliers,  but  soon  increased  in  ]:)opularitv.  and 
in  the  course  ot  two  years  attained  the  largest 
circulation  of  an)'  paper  in  the  count)'.  Mr. 
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Ilorton  is  a  ncw^^jjapcr  man  of  much  ability, 
and  lias  always  advocated  such  enterprises  as 
were  cLilculated  to  benefit  Geneseo  and  Li\'- 
ing'ston  County,  the  Livingston  Democrat 
being  tlie  first  paper  to  favor  a  system  of 
water-works,  electric  lights,  and  many  other 
iniprox'ements  ot  this  piogressive  age. 

In  June,  l8go,  ICllicjtt  W.  Morton  married 
limma  Argue,  daughter  of  William  Argue,  of 
Canada;  and  they  ]ia\-e  one  child,  lilliott  A. 
llcjiton.  Mr.  IlortdU  is  foreman  of  the  Wads- 
worth.  IIo^e  Company,  the  most  noted  fire 
company  in  Western  New  York,  and  in  1889 
was  presenteil  witli  a  beautiful  silver,  gold- 
lined  fireman's  tiumpet  as  an  expression  of 
appreciation  for  his  services  as  drill-master, 
showing  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his 
associates.  It  is  evident  from  what  has  been 
said  that  lie  is  a  man  wIkj  is  ever  ready  to 
take  his  stand  on  the  side  of  the  greatest  good 
to  the  greatest  number. 


"t^VrNAJ()R  MARK  J.  BUNNELL,  a 
1=1^  gallant  officer  of  the  New  York 
I  J|jj  (  \'(dunteer  Infantry  in  the  late 
wai',  now  living  in  retirement  at 
Dansville,  was  bom  in  the  adjacent  town  of 
Lima,  December  25,  1837.  Major  Bunnell's 
paternal  grandfather,  Jehiel,  was  a  native  of 
Cheshire,  Conn.,  where  he  was  a  mechanic. 
I'lom  Cheshire  he  went  to  Whitehall,  and 
from  tlieme  to  I'oiiltney,  "V^t.,  where  he  re- 
sided until  ju.Nt  before  the  War  of  i8l2  broke 
u\'er  the  country.  At  this  time  he  removed 
to  Lima,  wliei'c  he  passed  the  remaining  \'ears 
of  his  life,  d)'ing  there  in  his  eighty-fifth  year. 
Me  served  in  the  Wai-  of  the  Revolution,  en- 
listing in  1780,  and  re-enlisting  in  1781, 
,.nder  Captain  Ilotchkiss  at  W^aterbury,  Conn. 

Dennis  Bunnell,  son  of  Jehiel,  was  born  in 
Whitehall,  N.Y.  Me  accompanied  his  father 
to  Lima,  and  remained  with  him  until  he  be- 
came of  age.  Maving  acquired  a  common 
etlucation  in  the  district  school,  he  equipped 
himself  for  tlie  battle  of  life  by  learning  a 
trade.  This  trade  was  wagon-making,  which 
he  followetl  until  1850,  after  which  he  came 
to  Dansville,  and  entered  the  grocery  busi- 
ness.    In  a  few  years  his  health  failed  so  en- 


tirely that  he  wa:^  obliged  to  retire  from  active 
pursuits.  Me  was  born  in  1806,  antl  died  in 
1885,  having  almost,  by  "reason  of  .strength," 
reached  his  "fourscore  years."  Mi-.  Dennis 
Bunnell  li\'ed  for  five  years  in  Livonia  after 
leaving  Lima.  Mis  wife,  Mary  Baker,  be- 
longed to  a  fine  ohl  famil)',  wliicli  bcnistecl  four 
Methodist  ministers  among  its  number.  Mrs. 
Bunnell  reared  four  of  the  five  children  to 
which  she  gave  birth  —  Dem.  B.,  who  lives 
in  Dansville,  N.Y.;  Mary,  who  married  l'\  A. 
Willard,  a  professor  in  a  school  in  Brooklyn; 
a  son,  Asahel  O.,  whose  sketch  appears  else- 
where in  this  \'olunie;  and  Major  Mark  J.,  of 
wdioni  this  memoir  is  written.  A  daughter, 
.Sarah  C,  died  in  1846,  aged  eleven  )'ears. 
The  mother's  last  years  were  spent  in  Dans- 
ville, where  she  died  in  1881,  aged  si.\t)-nine 
years.  Both  parents  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  church. 

Major  Bunnell  lived  in  Lima  and  Livonia 
until  his  thirteenth  year.  He  was  instructed 
in  the  district  school,  and  assisted  his  father 
in  the  grocery  store,  after  which  he  found 
employment  as  a  farm  hand  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. As  he  grew  older,  he  entered  the  hard- 
ware establishment  of  Brown  &  Grant,  where, 
besides  working  in  the  store,  he  learned  the 
trade  of  coppersmith  and  tinner.  In  1861, 
on  April  17,  five  days  after  I^^ort  Sumter  had 
been  fired  upon,  he  enlisted  as  a  i)rivate  in 
Coiiiiiany  B,  Thirteentli  New  York  \"(dunteer 
Infantry;  but,  immediately  after  tlie  companv 
was  attacheil  to  the  regiment,  he  was  made 
First  Sergeant.  This  was  just  before  the 
memorable  battle  of  lUill  Run.  After  Bull 
Run  he  was  promoted  to  be  .Second  Lieuten- 
ant, which  post  he  held  until  Januar)'  8,  186.2. 
During  the  Peninsular  campaign,  he  was 
promoted  to  a  Captainc)'. 

At  ihe  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  on  Au- 
gust 30,  1863,  he  was  woinided,  and  after 
lying  on  the  field  ten  days  was  jiicked  up  b\'  a 
burial  party,  and  was  sent  to  a  hospital,  where 
he  remained  until  February  i,  1863,  when  he 
came  home  on  sick  leave.  The  wound  which 
he  IkuI  leceived  was  well-nigh  a  mortal  one,  a 
niinie  ball  having  passed  through  both  lungs 
from  his  left  to  his  right  side;  and  it  was 
some  time  before  he  recovered  from  its  terri- 


:,.>flj  'V:  f  ! .( TI  ^'l .  >  t     i  .llUJf'M 


I  !;'  >■■[      ■..)!  ./  ill  ^-riJ    ri iv/.i; ;!<- 

'! ;  J      >]•/•)  -ill      . ■■::]\W)\yf.fy, 

»••  •••{'if.    '.;  ■  f!0  r  \  i\  I 


■  I 


'  W  ■     I  ■  i :  ,'i  1 


till   :.'Tv:i  A'  ■  J    :Siiu.-: i^' ) 


.'    ,    '  '  »i  Htt'i   H.I ,  V  ''((0:1 !   ' . I 
1  :m.  rrri.r'  l-"v.'  fj-jidsi  5o  n<j8  Jl-jnotiU  ^,ifjf!;.,Ci 


■I  jjj/J    .'^!)0X'.-;  :J 


J  iJiu;  a>if!  ds.'w  i»yfiif!i(i-jT-f)firE oi 


,  ,1 


..  I    .      ,  ,  ,       ■    ■■      <  .   ,        '  r 


BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


'39 


blc  effects.  When  able  to  re-enter  the  ser- 
vice, he  was  ap|n)inte(l  Captain  of  the  Veteran 
Reser\e  b\'  the  President,  and  ordered  to 
Washington,  where  he  was  given  charge  of  a 
company  of  men  who  did  patrol  dnty  in  the 
citv.  lie  was  afterward  a  member  of  the 
general  court  martial,  and  was  on  duty  in 
Washington,  D.C,  when  he  was  finally  mirs- 
tered  out  by  a  general  order  on  the  30th  of 
[line,  1866.  Me  was  discharged  as  Captain, 
and  brevetted  Major,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Dansville;  but  his  health  was  broken,  and 
he  was  unable  for  some  time  to  do  any  work. 
He  was  ajipointed  Canal  Collector,  a  position 
he  held  until  the  canal  was  abandoned.  In 
1872  he  held  an  apixiiiumeiit  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  at  Washington,  and  was  after- 
wartl  made  Supeiinteiuleiit  ot  the  folding- 
room  of  the  House.  In  1874  he  was  made 
Assistant  Sergeant-at-arnis  in  the  United 
States  Senate,  in  which  position  he  remained 
until  1S80,  when  he  was  elected  Clerk  of 
Livingston  County.  To  this  ofiice  he  was 
re-electetl,  and  served  a  second  time.  In 
1 889  he  was  appointed  Chief  of  the  Military 
Division  of  the  Thinl  .Auditor's  office,  tlie 
Treasnr\'  Department,  in  Washington,  having 
thiitv  clerks  in  his  office,  which  audited  an- 
nually between  tliirty  and  forty  millions  of 
dollars. 

.Major  15unnell  returned  to  Dansville  at  the 
expiration  of  four  years,  and  has  since  lived 
in  retirement.  In  189^  he  was  obliged  to 
have  one  of  his  limbs  amputated  on  account  of 
the  injuries  it  IkuI  sustained  during  his  ser- 
\  ices  in  the  arm\'. 

Major  lUninell  was  married  in  1863  to  Miss 
Josephine  Hotlume,  a  daughter  of  Charles  L. 
Hottume,  a  mei-cliant.  To  Mrs.  Bunnell  three 
children  were  born,  namely:  Alice  E.,  who 
was  educated  in  Rochester,  and  married 
George  D.  Fiekler,  Manager  of  the  Evcn'nii^ 
Post  in  New  York;  George  M.,  who  received 
his  education  at  the  l\i\er  View  Academy  at 
l'oughkee|isie ;  and  Indle  I.  The  family  are 
regular  attentlants  at  the  I'resbyterian  church. 

I\Iajor  Bunnell  is  a  member  of  Canaseraga 
Lodge,  No.  123,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
I'Tdlows,  and  I'luenix  Lodge,  No.  115,  A.  I". 
i\:  A.  .M .     In  both  orders  he  has  attained  high 


office,  being  Past  Grand  Master  in  the  one 
and  Master  Mason  in  the  other.  He  is  a 
member  of  S.  N.  Hedges  Post,  No.  216, 
Grand  Arm)'  of  the  Reijublic,  (jf  Dansville, 
and  its  present  Commander.  He  is  also  on 
the  >taff  of  the  Department  Commander  of 
New  York.  Scorning  to  be  a  drone  in  the 
human  hi\'e,  ever  1)\'  "new  occasions"  taught 
"new  duties,"  he  has  pro\'ed  faithful  to  liis 
trust,  whether  in  military  or  in  ci\-il  service. 


\W/  J'-^'f^^^^    BRISTOL,   a  well-known 
V/fA/      and    leading    citizen    of  Warsaw, 
»^  W\'(jming  County,  N.Y.,  is  a  hale 

and  heart)'  man  of  moie  than  tlireescore  and 
ten,  as  \  igorous  in  intellect  as  if  in  the  prime 
of  life.  His  birth  occurred  in  Gainesville, 
May  7,  1821.  He  comes  of  Revolutionary 
stock,  his  grandfather,  Beiiiamin  Bristol,  hav- 
ing served  in  the  war  for  American  indei)en- 
dence.  Prior  to  that  time  he  had  married 
Abigail  Warner,  of  Canaan,  Columbia 
County;  and  ol  this  union  the  following  chil- 
dren were  liorn :  William,  Richard,  Charles, 
Josiah,  IIenr\-,  George,  Hannah,  Chloe,  and 
Rebecca. 

William  Bristol,  Sr.,  son  of  Benjamin,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Canaan,  August  19, 
1775,  and  there  li\'ed  until  twenty  years  old. 
In  1806  he  remo\'ed  to  the  part  of  Genesee 
County  that  is  now  Wyoming  Count)-,  and 
helped  to  sur\'ey  tlie  present  town  of  Gaines- 
ville. He  located  sixteen  hundred  acres  of 
land,  and  cleared  and  improved  a  good  home- 
stead from  the  wild  domain  on  which  he  felled 
the  first  tree.  On  I^-bruar)  22.  1S07.  he  was 
wedded  to  Martha  Stevens,  who  was  born  in 
Worcester,  Mass.,  Septemlier  1.  17S5.  but 
who  subsecjuentl)'  removeil  with  her  parents 
to  Lima,  N.Y.  .Six  chiklren  came  to  glad- 
den their  home,  namel)':  I-'rancis  S.,  who 
dieil  in  1845;  Benjamin  I\,  now  living  at  the 
age  of  eight)-foui- ;  Mary,  wlio  married  John 
M.  Lawrence,  and  died  in  1876;  Lamira,  who 
married  George  Ilarringtoii,  and  died  in  1848; 
Laura,  who  married  Corydon  Doolittle,  and 
died  in  1851;  and  William  Bristol,  Jr.,  the 
subject  of  the  present  sketch,  whose  career 
has  been  closel \' out  1  i rietl  l)\'  the  ])en  of  a  local 


or  I 


.  ■  .  i 


[         V^^^\  l>.:r  in;.,. 

;  .!ri.-:;qi/-^  !.,:■!!, ...7,  -,1!  ,.,n//| 

'i-'''-/     j  ^                !-..;-;i')(hjr  -,-,■// 

^'^'^        i             .!i-Mr  i.ii.                    ;;;f;r    -...il    iii-';)    [,;.;fl  ..ff 

-,.:;::!!'■:  >               :  <  )V    [\i  ■-.     -.i.^/JS  UMSII 

-  ■■''vi.'  i  '  ■•^.oJM                       f;vfw/    ..-Hrii  ih,,!; 

1      -  -iuit  ^/r     V  :"  I'.j  ;.;.,;:•/;.! 

-     '■•  ;         -  ^  -  '  ■■'  •          '•-"ir;:                            7/  -r.)  1 

^  :  -       i-':  '^-^  .1,1,'    '  -K'-i          p  i  ■  ;  vj'iirl-J 

^             :  .,:'7)h-.!, 

'    '  ^(ifiiii 

'  -  7,,,:  j  -7  r';,i-  i -7,^!,  -    7;  7        -j^iir'.,  .fij 


^■"■■^         ■     ••-■.7-    I  •^7!-'7  7/-.  V    77V!H    7 ji;    flOl  7/^7  ;j  1 7j     1  fl 

77jjiV/  7..(m;  ;t;8i  /!f  h-j'ih  I  bi.O  io  -iijl-O  U^o\y\-^]5hid  .oVI  ,3j5lu,  | 


.■f  .7  .-..H, 


140 


BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


journalist  in  words  tliat  follow,  copied  from 
the  County  History:  — 

"With  a  common-school  education  he  began 
life  for  himself  at  the  old  family  home  in 
Gainesville;  and  to  his  business  as  a  farmer 
he  added  that  of  wool  buying,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  o\'er  twent)'  )ears.  A  man  of  quick 
feeling,  of  fine  address,  of  business  ability 
and  integrity  and  great  energy,  Mr.  13ristol 
early  became  a  man  of  mark  in  his  town  and 
county.  As  a  business  man  large  interests 
have  been  at  different  times  committed  to 
him.  lie  has  hanll)-  been  what  would  be 
called  a  piditician,  though  a  man  with  his 
characteristics  could  not  be  left  out  of  public 
affairs  during  the  stormy  period  in  which  he 
has  livetl.  He  was  born  and  bred  a  Demo- 
crat; but,  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  posi- 
tion his  party  assumed  in  regard  to  certain 
moral  questions,  particularly  slavery,  he  aban- 
doned it,  antl  became  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Republican  part)',  l)eing  a  delegate  to  the 
historical  ' Anti-Nel)raska  '  Convention  held  at 
Saratoga  in  1854  and  one  of  the  five  represent- 
atives from  til  is  jjart  of  the  State  to  the 
famous  '  l^arnburner  "  Convention  at  Syracuse 
in  1856,  which  indorsed  Fremont.  He  was 
Super\  isor  of  his  town  in  1855  and  again  four 
years  during  the  war,  was  Under  Sheriff  of  the 
county  in  1842,  was  Presidential  elector  and 
secretary  of  the  electoral  colleges  in  1864, 
and  member  of  Assemldy  in  1867  and  1 808. 
He  contril)uted  materially  to  establisli  and 
sustain  (Gainesville  I'\-male  Seminary.  As  a 
member  of  the  committee  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Morgan  to  promote  enlistments  in  the 
Thirtieth  Senatorial  District,  Mr.  Bristol  did 
efficient  service.  His  patriotic  course,  his 
careful  zeal,  and  his  expenditure  of  time  and 
money  in  those  years  made  him  a  central 
figure  in  the  local  history  of  the  county  dur- 
ing the  war  period.  A  considerable  portion 
of  his  large  income  was  devoted  to  this  work; 
an by  and  through  his  efforts,  sustained  by 
the  loyal  sentiment  of  his  townsmen,  Gaines- 
ville filled  every  cpiota  promptly,  and  came 
out  of  the  war  withinit  a  debt.  A  Director  of 
the  Rochester  &  State  Line  Railway  Company 
(now  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburg)  from 
its  organization,  no  one  had  a  larger  share  in 


the  responsibility  of  its  location  and  cour^truc- 
tion  than  Mr.  Bristol.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  directors  of  the  Warsaw  Salt  Company, 
the  pioneer  conqxuiy  of  the  great  salt  industry 
in  the  town.     He  moved  to  Warsaw  in  1867." 

Ml'.  Bristol  has  been  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  having  been  Adelia  M.  l.oekwood, 
whose  mother,  Clara  (lloag)  Lockwoud,  be- 
longed to  a  family  quite  prominent  in  relig- 
ious circles,  many  of  its  members  being- 
ministers  of  the  Methodist  denomination. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  second  wife  was 
Martha  J.  Jewett.  She  is  a  native  of  Ontario 
County,  being  a  daughter  of  Major  S.  S.  and 
Jemima  Ro.ss  Jewett  and  a  niece  of  P'ree- 
born  (j.  K'Wett,  a  well-known  resident  of 
Skaneateles,  one  (jf  the  first  judges  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  under  the  electi\  e  judiciary. 
Mr.  Bristol  has  reared  six  children  —  Laura 
B.,  Belle  B.,  Caroline  15.,  William,  Millie 
J.,  and  Henry  R.  Laura  B.  married  Major 
John  P.  ]\ol)inson,  who  served  throughout  the 
late  Civil  War,  and  was  bre\'ettetl  Colonel. 
He  was  County  Clerk  until  the  time  of  his 
decease,  in  the  spring  of  1S73.  Mrs.  Robin- 
son, who  still  resides  in  this  town,  is  a  cult- 
ured woman,  and  a  writer  of  much  ability, 
being  a  regular  contributor  to  four  paper.-^. 
The  second  daughter.  Belle  B.,  the  wife  of 
M.  A.  Kurtz,  a  jirominent  business  man  of 
Nampa,  Llaho,  removed  there  in  1888.  Caro- 
line B.  is  the  wife  of  Nathan  S.  Beardslee, 
who  lives  in  Warsaw,  is  President  of  the 
Empire  Duiz  Salt  Company  and  President  of 
the  village.  William,  of  Warsaw,  has  been 
in  the  employ  ot  the  Pa'ie  Railway  Company 
for  some  }-ears.  Millie  J.  is  pursuing  the 
study  of  vocal  muhic  at  Rochester.  Henry 
R.,  a  graduate  of  Rutgers  College,  read  law 
with  ^L  K.  &  P:.  ^l.  15artlett,  of  Warsaw,  ami 
was  a  lmitted  to  practice  in  all  courts  of  record 
in  the  State. 


TTAYRCS  ALLP:N,  M.D.,  a  native  of 
I  Vj^  South  Bristol,  Ontario  County,  N.Y., 
^^is  was  born  on  the  second  day  of 
October,  1837.  He  has  long  re- 
sided in  y\von,  and  has  many  friends  in  this 
beautiful    town    and    its    vicinit\';    but  his 
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friends  arc  l^y  no  means  confined  to  residents 
<jf  tliis  section,  for  as  head  of  the  Avon  Sani- 
tarium I)r.  Allen  is  very  widely  and  favorably 
known,  he  1ki\  in;;'  been  identified  with  this 
|)(>pulai-  est.d)l ishment  foi'  man}-  )'ears. 

II  is  father,  Miles  Allen,  was  i)orn  in  New 
Hampshire,  whence  he  remo\'ed  to  South  Bris- 
tol, where  he  resided  until  fifty-two  years  of 
a<;e,  when  he  died  of  t)'phoid  fever.  He  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Marcia  (Hills)  Wilder,  of  South 
Bristol,  a  native  of  \^ermont,  by  whom  he  had 
five  children,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  being 
the  youngest.  They  were  named  as  follows: 
I'lrastus  H.,  Luc\  V.,  Rosina  M.,  Klias,  and 
Cyrus.  ICrastus  married  Miss  Mary  Ingraham 
of  Bristol,  where  he  passed  his  entire  life  as  a 
farmer,  ch  ing  suddenly  of  apoplexy  in  Febru- 
ary, 1895,  leaving  two  daughters  —  Mary  and 
lulna.  Rosina  make;^  her  liome  at  the  old 
lu)mestead  nf  l'!raslus,  liaxing  never  married. 
Luc\'  ]'\  maiided  Chaides  '1".  Stroud,  and 

removed  to  Sandusky,  Ohio;  she  died  at  the 
age  (if  sixty-two,  leaving  two  sons  and  one 
tiaughter.  I'.lias  married  Miss  Rosetta  Shel- 
don, and  removed  to  Rochester,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-four.  He  had  one  son, 
Mdwartl  I,.,  associate  editor  of  the  Rochester 
Moiiiiiii^  IJiJii/ii. 

C\rus  Allen  pursued  iiis  elementary  studies 
in  the  common  schools  of  I'ristol  and  in  the 
Cauanilaigua  Academy,  going  from  there  to 
the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor, 
lie  entered  ui)on  lii-,  medical  studies  with  Dr. 
iJLU'fey  Chase,  of  Palmyra,  and  received  the 
degree  of  M.lJ.  at  both  the  Homoeopathic 
Medical  College  of  New  Vcu'k  and  at  the 
ik'rkshire  (old  school)  Medical  College  of 
Massachusetts. 

Beginning  the  practice  of  medicine  at 
Palmyra,  J)r.  Allen  remained  there  about 
three  years.  Then  he  accepted  the  position 
of  phvsician  at  the  (Tifton  Springs  Sanita- 
rium, where  he  remained  for  four  years,  at  the 
entl  of  whicli  time  he  came  to  Avon,  and 
establis  ed  a  sanitarium  of  his  own,  the  in- 
auguration of  this  enterprise  occurring  about 
187J.  This  sanitarium  was  known  as  the 
Avon  Cure;  and  it  soon  attracted  the  favor- 
able attention  of  the  public,  and  rapidly  built 
up   a   higli    reputation.      The   \'irtues   of  the 


mineral  springs  at  Av(;n  were  \  ery  extensively 
known  and  universallv  acknowledgetl  long 
before  I)]-.  Allen  made  use  of  them;  but,  until 
he  established  a  sanitarium,  the>e  sjii'ings 
could  not  be  ulili/eil  excepting  during  the 
warmer  months. 

By  intcdligentl)'  ilirecle<l  and  libcial  ex- 
peniliture  he  so  arranged  it  lliat  baths  were 
available  as  easily  and  comtorlLd)l\'  in  winter 
as  in  summer,  and  the  results  attained  at  the 
sanitarium  soon  gave  it  a  national  reputation. 
About  eleven  years  later,  in  1883,  Dr.  Allen 
removed  to  a  spacious  and  finelv  equipped  edi- 
fice, located  in  the  centre  ot  the  \'illage  of 
Avon;  and  the  ijresent  sanitarium  is  carried 
on  by  the  firm  of  Allen  &  Carscui,  who  are 
also  proprietors  of  a  prosperous  banking  house, 
wdiich  is  connected  with  the  sanitarium. 

Any  eulogy  of  the  Avon  Sanitarium  would 
be  looked  ui^on  as  entirely  unnecessary,  for 
the  sim|)le  reason  that  it  is  well-known,  and 
is  universallv  considered  t(;  be  the  mcjdel  (;f 
what  such  an  institution  should  be.  There  is 
never  any  lack  of  guests,  and  those  wiio  are 
most  familiar  with  the  methods  followeil  and 
with  the  results  attaineti  at  this  establishment 
are  the  most  earnest  in  its  praise. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  married  Miss 
Harriet  L.  Reed,  daughter  of  the  late  Alan- 
son  Reeil,  of  Bristol,  ()ntario  (Jounty,  N.W 
Three  children  were  l)orn  of  this  union  —  Ir- 
ving Cyrus,  Marcia  Reed,  and  Jessie  Reed. 
The  son  will  undoubtedly  Ije  the  successor  to 
the  fathei"  as  the  liead  of  the  Avon  Sanita- 
rium. Ax.  all  events  he  is  engaged  in  the 
stutly  of  medicine.  i\Iarcia  (.lied  at  the  age  of 
eight  years. 

Dr.  Allen  and  his  wife  are  both  niendx-rs  of 
Zion  ICpiscopal  Church,  the  Doctor  having 
held  the  ])osition  of  Warden  for  the  past  score  of 
years.  He  is  connected  with  the  P'ree  Masons, 
being  a  member  of  the  lo(.lge  located  at  Avon. 

Dr.  Allen  has  always  been  a  Republican; 
and,  before  he  became  of  age,  he  had  sufficient 
interest  in  politics  to  carrv  a  lantern  during 
the  P'remont  campaign.  His  first  Presiilential 
vote  was  cast  in  i860;  and  of  course  it  was 
cast  in  favor  of  one  whose  name  will  be  cher- 
ished as  long  as  this  republic  endures  as  that 
of  the  mart\'red  President,  Abr.aham  Lincoln. 
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'  '  1:LI,S  K.  KXIBLOE,  a  well-to-do 
ami  highly  respected  farmer  of  the 
town  of  i'ortage,  IJvingston  County, 
N.V.,  Nvas  horn  in  Sliaion,  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  September  J,  1S27.  He  is  descended 
from  sturdy  Scotch  ancesti-)",  whose  sterling 
i|ualities  seived  t(j  engender  within  the  nature 
ot  their  posterity  the  fumlamental  jirinciples 
of  thrift  and  iiulustr)',  which  insure  success 
in  e\'erv  calling.  His  great-grandfather, 
Mbene/er  Knibloe,  who  was  a  minister  of  the 
gospel  in  Scotland,  emigrated  to  America, 
and  settled  in  Dutchess  County,  New  York. 
William  Knihloe,  son  of  the  Rev.  Ebenezer, 
was  an  earl\'  settler  in  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, where  he  owned  a  large  farm,  and  spent  his 
entire  life  in  the  laborious  but  indepentlent  pur- 
suits of  agriculture.  llis  wife's  maiden  name 
was  I'arnell  Claik.  William  Knibloe,  Jr., 
father  of  Wells  V..  Knibloe,  the  subject  of  this 
>ketch,  was  educated  at  the  district  schools  of 
his  nati\e  State,  ami  continued  in  his  father's 
calling,  that  of  a  farmer.  He  came  to  Living- 
ston County,  New  \"ork,  about  the  year  1857, 
and  was  for  a  short  time  located  at  INIount  Mor- 
ris, after  whicli  he  purchased  a  farm  at  l-'or- 
tagc,  uhere  lie  [lassed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Wells  L.  Knibloe  receivetl  his  education  at 
the  district  schools  of  Connecticut.  He  in- 
herited from  his  father  the  farm  ailjoining  the 
one  upon  wliich  he  now  resides,  and  he  still 
carries  it  on  with  that  degree  of  success  which 
is  only  to  be  gainetl  through  the  possession 
of  varied  knowledge  and  experience.  In  1848 
he  married  Hi  la  W.  Hill,  daughter  of  I':iii)h- 
alet  and  Luc\  Hill,  of  Orange  County. 
l~he\  have  reared  ten  ctiildren,  eight  of  whom 
are  li\ing,  their  names  !)eing  as  follows:  lul- 
ward  F.,  Mary  R.,  Zada  F.',  Sarah  E..  Will- 
iam Frederick  C,  Mabel  H.,  and  Bert  W. 
Charles  N.  and  Luc}'  1*.  died,  aged  rcspec- 
ti\-cly  eight  years  and  fourteen  years.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Knibloe  also  have  seven  grandchil- 
dren. Mr.  Knil)loe  now  enjoys  the  fruits  of 
his  labors,  and  eviilences  of  a  substantial 
prosjierit)'  are  plainl\'  visible  in  an<l  about  his 
home.  Although  he  cast  his  first  Presidential 
\'ote  for  I'ranklin  Pierce  in  1852,  he  has 
always  acted  with  the  Repul)lican  party  ever 
since  its  foimation. 


]-:BSTh:k  B.  VAX  NU\'S,  an  exten- 
sive Iroullioider,  and  one  ()f  the 
most  [)rosperous  agi'iculturists  of 
Livingston  Count}',  is  the  owner  of  a  tinel\- 
e(]uip[)ed  farm  in  the  town  of  West  Sparta, 
where  he  was  born  in  i*"el)i-iiar\',  1846.  His 
grandfather,  John  1.  \'an  .Xiiys,  was  of  excel- 
lent Holland  slock  and  a  nati\-e  of  Xew 
Jerse)',  where  he  spent  many  \'ears.  He 
subsequently  became  a  pioneer  settler  of  Sen- 
eca Coimty  in  this  .State,  and  tliere  made  his 
home  till  ileatli. 

His  son,  I'eter  Yan  Nuys,  father  of  We!)- 
ster,  was  likewise  a  nalix'e  of  New  ferse\', 
where  when  a  young  man  he  learneil  the 
blacksmith's  traile.  Iri  1822  he  settled  in 
Livingston  Count)',  estalil  ishing  a  black- 
smith's shop  in  the  town  of  West  Sparta,  and 
lieie  carried  on  a  brisk  business  for  four  )'ears. 
He  then  decided  to  take  advantage  of  the  low 
price  (jf  the  imimprowd  land  in  this  \'icinit\', 
and,  buying  the  farm  now  owned  by  the  sul> 
ject  of  tliis  brief  biograj^jhy,  began  clearing 
and  cultivating  it.  hjiergetic  and  industri- 
ous, he  met  with  eminent  success,  and  carried 
on  mixed  husbandry  on  the  homestead  which 
he  had  redeemed  from  the  forest  until  1871, 
when  he  retired  from  active  labor.  He  re- 
moved then  to  the  village  of  Dansville,  re- 
maining there  until  his  tleparture  to  the  world 
beyond,  Ijeing  but  sixt\  -two  years  of  age  when 
he  closed  his  e)'es  to  earthly  scenes.  He  was 
(leeplv  resiK'Cted  on  account  of  his  moral 
worth  and  integrity,  and,  taking  a  great  inter- 
est in  local  affairs,  serwd  as  Sujiervisor  oi 
West  Sparta  three  terms  and  as  a  magistrate 
tor  many  )-ears.  His  estimable  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Harriet  Carr,  was  a  native 
of  Ohio.  She  bore  him  se\-cn  children,  as 
follows:  Melissa,  deceased,  married  Augustus 
Hai.iilton;  Isaac;  Amos  B. ;  I'Imilv-.  de- 
ceased; Webster  B.  :  H.  K.,  deceased;  and 
one  that  died  in  infancw  Mrs.  Harriet  \'an 
Nu)'s  survived  her  husband  many  years,  and 
died  in  Dansville,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eight}'-four  years.  .She  was  imbued  with  a 
fer\-ent  spirit  of  piety,  and  with  her  beh-vcd 
husband  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church. 

Webster  B.  \'an   Nuvs,  the  fourth  cliild  as 
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named  alxixc,  was  cducatctl  in  the  district 
school.-,  of  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  dur- 
ing his  minoril)-  was  well  dialled  in  a;^a'icult- 
ural  labois.  Alter  hi:^  father  retired  from 
acti\'e  life,  he  took  char,;e  of  the  home  farm, 
where  he  has  since  resided,  and  has  managed 
it  in  a  most  practical  and  progressive  manner, 
devoting  his  eneigies  to  its  improvement, 
l^esiiles  the  farm  of  five  huiuh'ed  acres  which 
he  occupies,  Mr.  \'an  Xuns  is  the  owner  of 
another  valuable  estate  of  two  hundred  and 
ten  acies;  and  he  has  the  [)ersonal  supervision 
of  i)oth  places,  which  he  devotes  to  general 
farming  ]jur[)oses.  The  im|irovements  which 
he  has  made  are  of  the  most  substantial  char- 
acter, rellecting  great  credit  on  his  industry, 
sound  Sense,  and  good  taste.  Me  affiliates 
with  the  Re|)ublicaii  party  in  his  political 
views,  and  enjo\s  in  a  marked  degree  the  con- 
fulence  and  esteem  of  his  neighbors  and 
friends.  Mr.  \'an  Xu)s  has  never  joined  the 
raid'Cs  of  the  benedicts,  but  is  still  laboring 
under  the  delusion  that  a  l)achel(jr's  life  is 
one  of  liappine.ss. 


V'AynJJ.XM  ]U'S.Sh:i.L,  a  prominent 
V'V  eiti/en  of  Gainesx-illc,  Wyoming 
^  County,  N.\'.,  was  born  in  this 
town,  januar)-  31,  i8j(j,  l)eing  a  son  of  James 
Russell,  wlio  was  born  in  the  -State  of  Ver- 
niMiit,  September  24,  1791,  arul  grandson  of 
James  Russell,  of  the  same  State.  The  grand- 
father was  one  of  the  sturdy  stock  of  farmers 
who  did  so  much  to  make  the  (ireen  Mountain 
.State  renowned  as  the  home  of  upright,  hon- 
est, law-abiiling  citizens.  In  his  later  years 
he  came  West  to  this  local  it)',  his  eldest  son, 
James,  having  piccedetl  him  with  wife  and 
three  children  in  a  covered  sleigh,  with  a  span 
ol  hoises  and  a  yoke  of  cattle,  making  the 
long  journe\-  in  the  winter  of  1817.  The 
grandfather  hatl  bee-i  the  father  of  a  large 
lamilyof  children,  who  had  grown  to  manhood 
and  womanhood;  but  liis  later  years  were 
passed  with  his  son  James,  and  he  died  in 
the  new  home  at  the  age  of  eighty-three. 

James  Russell,  father  of  William,  of  this 
sketch,  had  grown  up  on  his  father's  farm  in 
\'ermont,    and    bdlowed    the    occupation  of 


I  farmer,  with  the  e\cepti(jn  (.)f  one  year  in  the 
War  of  lS[2,  in  which,  having  enlisted,  he 
was  using  his  .stienglh  and  energy  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country.  The  journe)'  to  (Gaines- 
ville, made  two  )  ears  after  the  close  of  the 
war,  was  salel)'  accomplished  in  twenty  da\s; 
and  a  hosj^itable  settler,  Mr.  Smith,  threw 
open  the  doors  of  his  capacious  log  house  on 
their  arriwil,  and  made  the  weary  travellers 
welcome  on  their  first  night  in  the  strange 
countr)\  The  place  was  destined  in  after 
years  to  be  known  as  Dellii  and  lo  be  incor- 
porated in  a  farm  owned  b\  his  son,  the  land 
lying  about  one  and  a  halt  miles  west  ot  the 
town  of  Claines\ille.  James  Russell  began 
his  career  here  at  once  by  purchasing  three 
hundreil  and  sixty  acies  of  land  oi  the  JIol- 
land  Land  Coni]jan)-  and  of  a  Mi'.  Hammond 
of  that  place,  and,  [)utting  up  a  log  house 
without  chimney  or  man)'  comforts,  carried  on 
the  engrossing  business  of  general  farming 
till  later  years,  when  he  gradually  relin- 
quished its  active  care.  His  death  (JCtuia'cd 
while  on  a  visit  to  one  of  his  (.laughters  in  the 
town  of  Java,  at  the  age  of  sevent y-si.v. 

The  wife  ot  James  Jvussell  was  Miss  Ivachel 
Winslow,  who  was  born  in  \J^'),  and  w\is  a 
direct  descendant  of  the  distinguished  \ew 
England  family  of  thai  name,  whose  earliest 
representative's  in  .\merica  came  over  in  the 
"  Maytiower,"  aiul  were  numbered  among  the 
most  inthiential  men  in  the  l'l_\inouth  Colon\'. 
Mrs.  Russell  spent  lier  later  years  in  (iaines- 
ville,  and  went  to  her  rest  October  4,  1865. 
at  the  age  of  seventy-si\  years.  She  and  her 
husband  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
church.  Their  children  wei'e  nine  in  num- 
ber, and  six  are  still  li\-ing  C'li,iuiu.e\-: 
John  (deceased);  Rachel  (dece.iscd  Jul)'  4, 
1818);  ])elilah,  who  married  I\Iartin  Buck,  of 
Java;  .SteplKai,  who  died;  James;  Clarissa, 
wife  of  1 'hi lander  Rrainerd;  Harriet,  wife  of 
Alverda  Cox;  and  William.  Mr.  Russidl  was 
a  man  highly  esteemed  in  the  town,  in  which 
he  lived  the  life  of  a  good  citi/en,  setting  an 
example  of  worth  and  integrity  to  his  neigh- 
bors.    He  was  a  magistrate  tor  many  ve.irs. 

William,  the  )  oungest  eld  Id,  grew  up  011 
his  father's  farm  in  Crainesxille,  getting  his 
education'  in   the   district    school,   and  early 
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learning  tlie  use  of  farming  implements. 
After  coming  to  years  of  independence  he 
purchased  for  himself  a  part  of  his  father's 
farm  ;  but  later  on  he  sold  it,  and  bought  an- 
other, which  was  originally  settled  by  his 
father's  brother.  He  has  since  engaged  in 
other  real  estate  transactions,  and  is  now  in 
possession  of  a  part  of  the  old  homestead. 
Me  built  a  new  farm-house,  which  he  occupieil 
for  a  time  with  his  family;  but  in  1889  he 
erected  a  more  commodious  and  modern  dwell- 
ing in  the  vilLage  of  Gainesville,  one  and  one- 
half  miles  from  the  farm,  which  has  in 
connection  with  it  a  little  enclosure  of  about 
eight  acres.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the 
roadway  he  has  also  purchased  a  house  and 
barn;  and  the  two  liomesteads,  with  their  sur- 
roundings of  green  fields  and  fruit  and  shade 
trees,  make  an  attractive  picture  of  substantial 
comfort  and  enviable  ])rosperity. 

William  Russell  was  married  September 
30,  1856,  to  Miss  Betsey  S.  Knapp,  of 
Ciainesville.  Her  father,  William  S.  Knapp, 
of  W'rmont,  with  his  parents  moved  to  War- 
saw, where  in  later  years  he  carried  on  the 
business  of  dressing  cloth.  His  father,  Dan- 
iel Knapp,  one  of  the  veterans  of  the  War  of 
1812,  died  in  Gainesville.  Mrs.  Russell's 
father,  William  S.  Knapp,  sold  out  his  busi- 
ness at  Warsaw,  and  bought  the  woollen  fac- 
tory at  Gainesville,  which  he  finally  sold;  and 
settled  on  a  farm.  His  health  failing,  he 
then  bought  a  house  and  lot  in  the  village, 
where  he  lived  with  his  second  wife,  formerly 
Mary  A.  Rrainerd,  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  the  year  1889,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two.  Mrs.  Knapp,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Russell,  was  before  her  marriage  Miss  Amy 
Pike.  She  was  a  daughter  of  James  Pike,  and 
she  became  the  mother  of  six  children.  One 
daughter,  Huldah  J.,  married  John  Keffing- 
wcll,  of  Gainesville;  Betsey  married  William 
Russell;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Myron  Evans; 
and  Ameliiw  was  united  in  marriage  to  George 
Reynolds,  a  son  of  Judge  Reynolds.  Mrs. 
Knapp's  life  was  not  a  very  long  one,  as 
she  finished  her  course  at  the  age  of  forty- 
seven. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  have  been  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  grew  to  matu- 


rity, and  four  are  still  alive.  William  J.  was 
called  away  at  the  age  of  four  )'ear^>.  Latimer 
J.  also  died  at  the  age  of  ten  months.  Will- 
iam D.,  the  next  son,  formerl}'  taught  school, 
but  at  present  attends  to  two  farms  of  his  own 
besides  his  father^.  He  man  ied  .Mihs  fennie 
Reaves;  and  the}'  ha\'e  three  children  label 
(i.,  l'"annie  !■'..,  and  Bessie.  Claia  l)ell  was 
mairied  to  Alvin  1'.  Wokott,  (.)ctober  24, 
1887,  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years. 
Carrie  Bell,  who  seems  to  have  had  linked 
with  her  own  attract i\e  personality  the  graces 
and  beauty  of  her  lost  twin  sister,  devotes  her 
time  with  un>elfis]i  affection  to  the  care  and 
comfort  ol  lier  berea\'ed  parents.  Seymour 
James,  the  next  chiKl,  man  ied  Miss  h'annie 
H.  McCarth\',  and  has  one  child —  Lillian. 
A.  Leona,  who  was  formerly  and  for  many 
years  a  school  teacher,  married  Burt  C.  Bel- 
den,  at  the  present  time  a  farmer  in  (iaines- 
ville. 

Mr.  Russell  is  a  Re|niblican  in  his  political 
principles.  He  has  filled  the  office  of  town 
Magistrate,  but  on  account  of  poor  health  re- 
signed, and  has  been  llighwa\'  Commissioner 
many  years.  In  the  Methodist  chui'ch,  of 
which  his  famil)'  are  also  members,  he  has 
held  the  office  of  superintentlent  for  twenty 
years,  being  class  leader  for  thirty  years,  and 
taking  a  ver)'  active  jxirt  at  all  times  in  the 
affairs  of  the  societ)',  being  also  the  first 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  who  has 
continued  to  conduct  its  sessions  in  the  win- 
ter time.  Mrs.  Russell  was  also  a  Sunday- 
school  teacher,  and  is  a  jiersop-al  force  in  the 
working  organizations  of  the  parish,  where 
her  aid  and  encouragement  aie  a  constant  l)en- 
efit.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  ma\-  wrll  Ll.iim 
their  early  ancestr)-,  feeling  themseUes  b\- 
their  Christian  infiuence  as  doing  honor  to 
those  God-fearing  men  who  sought  in  life's 
great  issues  of  sorrow  .uid  joy  the  blessing  of 
heaven. 


feTTUGUSTUS  I\IARKHAM,  a  well-known 
/^\      I'^xcise  Commissioner  of   Lima.  Li\-- 
yJ|A        ingston  Count}',  was  born  in  .\\on 
'  in  the  same  county,  ]u\\  6.  1S21, 
the  year  that  Missouri  was  admitted  into  the 


W'ilVH^  J. 


:.,,■'/      I    rir.Jlii/.'        .1/1!':    ifllr:  IfUi  'W-'o!   \jU>\,'fVl'i  j  ,  >J  H  fXHt' f  ("3  ffT  I 

■I  .-.it:    . !      .:-.iir' .'  •  •  -i  k'  vj;:^!;  o/I  J  5,.           !)•.»!  {i:'!'  '  'lii.  ^OftOt;n . 

.1';  ,/      ,.■              i-  jj               :.f!!  f)^ji   .!  '  /■-.■jdhA  ...  .  ^  . 

:     ,           ;M    •',  !     .[-.-.'/i-    ■  i  :;rI;'!JO'"i    btlil   ,3  i  i..'of-  ^Jf!  f!.)  -Tr;-))^!    j!!-'    ;  rflll^t 

•ill.,--,      ij/'  '.'..ii.';.:    H     .^.'i>i'<h-'  y.hi  jfl  "  ui    iv>3^fl;;n^)  30 

■     ;V       ,  ••!!,;;. ij  -^ji.i     ■  •  ;i  i^s,  ;          /'  ^  ni  -'''Oit  >-i   bi'u-  ..-TiOi  i:'>hi'i.>;i  I  ii;^:rr;  ii  ■»■{  rjnJo 

.  ^     ,  •     '     .              'i';..  ,  ;       /  !  Ajnol'-'jf.'od   bio   jf'""  Mi.<j    i,    i:i    no  is--  '.^yo!  j 

V  !  i  i^.i.  '  ■  'j             .  i,!,   •  r.  .1  :,'J.  /  -f.iiu  b.  t;.    .':o  ,-.<' ff-.':V.r.!f.t'»  i''  ••fff  nr  -i!' 

;..         iij^;     '        '-()!  V  Viij  ..1  ')fi"r  '  f  ,  r!?i({w  .>;\.'    frir  i!  -.-iiifn 

•.  ,!    .  I  -  ;  ■  fl     ii  'I. -I  •  ..J;  /'•  ,  ji.'Ofhi  :ic  tnr/gi  •!:•!.::■  'Ij/iI  j:       ;"'3:v.-  no! )  jsnrio:' 

,  r,-,'.  ■-r.lioo-,  I  vii:  '!'•   ..ivi?  •>:iii.,>-((,r.     fl.i  .(Ti    ...tioc  iripi')' 

.  :       ■  ;           .-5,;  t-    .   '.)r     i/.  ,f.  --fll    ■-•ji'Jfv!  !  Lni;  a-riiOii    1    iiO-.^irltri'j:-    Of-f'i;  '  •  f'  vj:7/!»^fi'l 

:  --1/  i!  ,    .  f t  :  j'j'."'  ' !   .]-'  :  -'u.?  uo/iJ  f^Jr,    .i  .>r '):■■■/ ffo^:       •  oil^  iirij;  ,rr:n:f 

'    ,,.  :       ^li     <    :         :               •     ./  .  ;.'     )  '     . /■  ':     ■  i  -  C  d  ^    ':vt:   Ifl--;!   j  I  •  ■ '*     :.  /i       U.    f^J^iil:;  ;!ljn-> 

■  r '.    ,'!  .  .  ' ;  rtvi  • .      j  i  Kfv 


Hi 


1^ 


•  ^M.!           '        /r.^::;!>''  "li.;) 

••!:■  i!;!;//  i'vvrl  vii  •?-:-.j,;v.' 

^        .            ''''' i    K  .i'-.:^''  •-i;.':'  J 

'oi--,    Lv'-i        ,.1.  rUv'^i..!n 

(;; :  4  :  •>' /  '.f^r't  5  Vfi..;r:];;i.J    jt;  ,i  )'>'.' 

,;r.--,..;l  ;;<v(yM  'id  r:;(v/  -i.lj  ;?i   J^iu-i  ;irjc'nyr 

:    ...no    ■■.^■../i   -p';'-        ion'          vln  -oq-'ij.M  >I 


4 


0 

.•4 


m0 


47 


I'nion.  Hi-,  ^ramlfathci',  J(LSC|)h  Markham, 
was  a  Kcvolutionai-)'  soldier  and  a  life-long 
rcsick-nl  nf  Xi.;\v  I  lanipsliire.  His  lather, 
Jdscpli  Alarkhani  si-cond,  was  twenty  years  old 
when  he  tame  with  Colonel  William  Mark- 
haiu  on  foot  to  A\'on.  rhe\'  took  up  land; 
and  Air.  Mai-khani  huilt  hrst  a  log  house,  but 
later  fiarne  i)uildings.  The  land  was  all  un- 
eleaied,  and  the  travellers  were  obliged  to  fol- 
low Intlian  trails  to  their  liestination.  His 
wife  was  Hepsibeth  Peabody  ;  and  they  reared 
eleven  children  —  Diana,  IMilantha,  Willard, 
Spencer,  Mindwell.  Jcjseph,  Ik'tsy,  Lorinda, 
Gu}-,  Augustus,  and  Mehitable.  The  father 
and  mother  of  this  flourishing  family  lived  to 
be  ninet)'-four  and  se\'enty-two  years  old  re- 
specti\'el\'. 

The  subject  of  tliis  sketch  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school  at  Avon,  and 
worked  at  the  old  homestead  until  the  fall  of 
1S5.S,  when  he  came  to  Lima,  and  bought  a 
farm  of  a  hundred  and  twent}'  acres.  Such 
has  been  the  owner's  [prosperity  that  this  farm 
now  co\crs  four  hundred  acres,  the  family 
residence  being  a  substantial  cobblestone 
house.  Air.  Markham  marrietl  Olive  Louise 
I'armalee,  daugliter  of  l^aldwin  and  Catherine 
Parmalee,  of  Avon;  and  she  has  been  the 
happv  mother  of  nine  hue  chiklren  —  Jennie; 
iManees;  Milantha;  Charles,  tleceased,  aged 
twenty-two;  Clara  II.,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Minnie;  L(jttie;  joseph;  and  Guy.  Jennie 
Markham  married  John  Hennis,  telegraph  edi- 
tor of  the  Dcuiociat  a)id  Chronicle  of  Roches- 
ter, and  resides  in  that  city.  hVanccs  married 
Leonard  I'^arnsworth,  and  died,  leaving  two 
children.  Milantha  marided  hMwin  Watkins, 
ot  Lima  \  illage.  Minnie  married  Schuyler 
Gillett,  o[  Lima.  Lottie  married  James 
(  )uinn,  of  Rochester,  (iuy  married  Nellie 
PTeming;  ami  he  and  his  brother  Joseph,  who 
is  unmairieiL  li\e  on  the  farm.  Mr.  Mark- 
ham lias  been  elected  Lxcise  Commissioner 
for  three  terms,  and  also  served  as  Supervisor 
in  1891.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lima  Ma- 
sonic Lodge,  and  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
church  at  Honeo\e  I'^ills.  i\  Democrat  in 
politics,  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  in 
1844  for  James  K.  Polk,  of  Tennessee. 

On    another  page  may  be   seen   a  portrait 


of  this  gentleman,  wlio.^e  aihninistration  of 
his  dejxirtment  of  the  ci\'il  ser\'ii.e  may  be 
considered  an  indorsement  ot  tlie-  declaration 
of  John  C.  Callioun:  I'iie  \  ei")'  essence  ol  a 
free  go\'ei'nment  consists  in  considering  ofhces 
as  public  trusts,  bestowed  foi"  thi;  good  of  the 
countr)'  and  not  for  the  Ixaiefit  of  an  indi\'id- 
ual  or  a  parly." 


YJ^(-)AII  •COOLI':V,  a  pi.meer  settlei  of 
I  — 7  the  town  of  Leicester,  Li\'ingston 
I  is  I  Couut\',    N.\'.,    was    born    in  the 

town  of  Ilawley,  IT-anklin  County, 
Mass.,  March  24,  1781,  and  died  at  liis  home 
in  Leicester  on  July  J  I,  1850.  His  father, 
Noah  Coole)-,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Palmer, 
Hampden  Count}',  Mass.,  on  August  21, 
1 74 1.  He  married  Lsther  H)'de,  who  was 
born  in  the  ncighboi-ing  town  of  Monson  on 
May  31,  1748.  Mr.  Cooley  bouglit  a  farm  in 
PLawde\',  and  alter  mai'riage  came  there  on 
horseback,  his  wife  riding  on  a  pillion  behind 
him,  a  part  of  the  intermediate  country  being 
as  yet  untraversed  by  wagon  roads.  Mr.  Coo- 
ley died  on  Alaich  19,  1818,  his  wife  I'L>tliei- 
on  August  7,  1S38.  d'he\-  had  four  children 
—  Noah,  named  for  his  father;  M-^ther; 
Asher;  and  Calvin. 

The  second    Noah    Cooley  was  brought  up 
under  the  shadow  of  the  l^erkshire  Hills,  in 
I  the  strenuous  moial  atmosphere  of  the  oKl  Hay 
j  State,  where  he  grew  to  a  .-.talwart  manhood, 
and  in  due  time  became  a  husband  and  father. 
In  I  8  16  he,  in  comiiany  with  his  wife  and  six 
children,  came  to  New  York  State,  the  famil\' 
making  the  journey  through  the  woods  in  a 
wagon  drawn  b)'  a  single  horse;  and,  brin-ing 
'  their   househ(dd  goods  in  an  ox  wagon,  tlie\' 
I  settled  on  a  tract  of  thickly  wooded  laml  in 
:  Leicester,  wheie  Mr.  Cooley  built  a  log  house 
for  shelter,  all  the  hunber  of  which,  compris- 
ing "shakes"  f(n-  the  roof  and  [ilank  for  the 
floor  and  dooi',  wass|dn  oi'  hewn  by  himself. 
There  were  no  railroads  for  man\'  years;  and, 
as  there  was  no  easy  means  of  intercoui'se  be- 
tween the  various  cities,  the  people  depended 
largel}-   tor   meat   on   the   game   which  then 
abounded    in    the   forest,  and   di-es--ed   in  the 
homespun  flax  and  woollen  made  In  the  house- 
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wife.  Xoah  Cot)lcy  cleared  a  large  farm,  on 
which  he  raised  wheat  and  flax,  and  kept 
sheep.  lie  was  pros|)er()us  as  a  farmer,  and 
after  a  fuw  )ears  had  erected  good  frame 
buildings  and  made  for  his  family  a  pleasant 
home.  lie  was  a  hard-working,  self-respect- 
ing, and  honest  man,  and  was  ahva3's  held 
in  the  higiiest  esteem  by  his  fellow-citizens. 
He  married  Sabra  Wells,  also  a  native  of 
Hawley,  Mass.,  the  date  of  whose  birth  was 
A|iril  5,  1784,  and  who  liverl  to  be  nearl)' 
eighl)--thi  ce  years  old,  dying  on  March  7, 
1867. 

Noah  and  Sabra  (Wells)  Cooley  reared  nine 
childien;  n.tmel)',  Asher,  Lovisa,  Itlecta, 
]'".sther,  I)a\id,  Mlisha,  Sabra,  Emma,  and 
Noah.  Miss  Sabra  Cooley  was  born  in  the 
new  log  house  home  the  year  after  the  arrival 
of  her  parents  in  Leicester,  on  March  14, 
181  7.  In  her  childhood  she  attended  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  later  completed  her  education 
at  Wycjming  Academy,  after  which  she  en- 
tered upon  the  work  of  school  teaching.  A 
woman  of  character  and  influence,  she  is 
to-day  one  of  the  oldest  native  residents  of 
the  town,  and  well  remembers  the  scenes  and 
incidents  of  pioneer  life.  She  and  her 
bidther  Noah  occuj^y  the  old  homestead. 
Noah,  the  third  of  the  name,  married  Lucy 
Abbey,  who  was  born  in  Leicester,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Dexter  and  Hannah  Abbey.  Mrs.  Lucy 
Cooley  died  September  23,  1881,  leaving 
three  chiUlren  —  Perley  E.,  Lillian,  and 
Sabert. 


— rpNia.EG   W.   HICWITT,  an  active  and 
I  extensive    farmer    of    the  thriving 

I'lg)  j;  town  of  Portage,  Livingston  County, 
N.V.,  who  has  held  several  public 
(jffices,  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  Eebruary 
23,  1822,  son  of  James  13.  Hewitt.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  Sterry  Hewitt,  born  at 
Stonington,  Conn.,  who  was  captain  of  a  com- 
pany in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  served 
until  hostilities  lerminatetl.  He  was  a  farmer 
and  ship  carpenter,  and  after  his  marriage 
removed  to  Rensselaer  County,  New  York, 
wheie  he  ilied.  His  wife,  Hannah  Harnaby, 
also  died  in  the  above  place. 


Their  son,  James  P.  Hewitt,  was  educated 
at  the  district  schools  of   his  native  count}', 
Rensselaer,    and    was    both    a   fanner   and  a 
mechanic.     He  moved  to  (  )ntario  Count\'  in 
1 8 19,  transporting  his  eifect.-,  b)-  wagon-,  and 
was   eighteen   da3's  upon   the   road.     He  ac- 
1  c|uired  a  tract  of  la.nd  containing  one  liumhed 
and    fifteen   acres  and    furnished   with   a  log 
'  house,    in   which   he    lix'ed    foi'  ele\en  years. 
I  He  then   mox'ed    to   S[u'i ngwaler,   1  .ixdngslou 
I  Count}',   whei'e   he   i"i.'sided   sexen  }'eai'>,  after 
!  which  he  canie  to   Portage,  and  settled  near 
Oakland  upon  a  farni  of  ntty  acres.  Lntiring 
I  in  his  ini})ro\ements  and  in  migrations,  lia\  ing 
j  erected  a  house  and  barii,  he  sidd  this  prop- 
erty, ami,  renioving  to   Conesus,  li\'ed  there 
four  }'ears.     Selling,  he  finally  went  to  (Jhio, 
where  he  died.     During  the  \\'ar  of  1.S12,  he 
was   called   out,  but   saw   no   actixe  ser\ice. 
James  B.  Hewitt  marrietl  Alice  Waite,  daugh- 
ter of  Peleg  anil  Mary  Waite,  and  reared  five 
children  —  Alman/.a,  Peleg  W.,  Mar}',  Eiiiil}', 
ami  Alice.     P)y  a  second  niarriage  with  Pollv 
Gra}',  he  rearetl  two  children  —  .Sanford  and 
El  i /.abet  h. 

Peleg  W'.  Hewitt,  named  for  his  niaternal 
grandfather,  received  his  e(Uication  at  Spring- 
water,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-f"ur  |)urL based 
his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
acres.  It  was  then  largely  covered  with 
heavy  pine  timber;  and,  during  the  fifty  years 
which  have  intervened  since  taking  j-jo^ses- 
sion,  .Air.  Hewitt  has  thoroughl)'  cleared  his 
farm,  and  constructed  more  than  four  miles  of 
stump  fence,  doing  the  entire  work  himself 
witl-iout  assistance.  In  1864  he  erected  a 
commodious  frame  house;  aiid  he  also  lias 
spacious,  well-built,  and  finely  eipiipped 
barns,  which  afford  ever\'  coiu'eii  ieiice  tm'  the 
proper  carrying  on  ot  all  brandies  ot  agrii,  iilt- 
ure.  Mr.  Hewitt  anil  his  son  now  own  ami 
operate  jointly  two  hundred  and  twent}'-seven 
acres  of  fertile  land. 

In  1845  Mr.  Hewitt  inarried  Nancy  Thomp- 
son, daughter  of  Wilson  Thonipsoii,  of  Por- 
tage; and  the\'  have  l'i\'e  children,  namelv: 
Wilson,  now  living  in  Nebraska;  Cornelia; 
Alice;  Edwin;  and  I\Iary.  Alice  resides  at 
home,  anil  attends  to  the  household  affairs. 
PZdwin,   who   occupies  a   taini   adjoining  his 
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father's,  marricil  Julia  Towiiscnd ;  and  they 
lKi\e  two  children  —  Roy  and  Florence.  Cor- 
nelia luai  ried  SanlOrd  Watson,  and  resides  in 
Michi-aii,  ha\in^-  one  child  —  Nellie.  Mary 
married  Charles  Sn}-der,  and  lives  in  Alle- 
i;any  Count)'.  In  i.S8j  Air.  Mewitt  had  the 
sad  misfortune  of  losin;^  his  estimable  partner 
of  so  many  \ears,  the  niolhei'  of  these  children 
bein<;"  then  taken  awa)'  i)y  the  hand  of  death. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  sketch  has  long 
enjoyed  the  confidence  antl  respect  of  his 
fellow-townsmen,  and  has  servetl  faithfully 
and  with  marked  abilit)-  as  Highway  Com- 
missioner, Overseer  of  the  Poor,  and  Excise 
Comm isNiouer.  Me  is  a  member  and  senior 
iJeacoii  of  the  I'ortage  ixiptist  church.  He  is 
recognized  b)'  all  who  know  him  as  an  up- 
right, conscientious,  and  fair-dealing  man, 
and  has  !i\-ed  a  pure,  simple,  Christian  life. 
He  has  always  been  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  in  1844  ior 
lames  K.  I'olk. 


'()H\  CKI:VI:L1NG,  of  the  town  of 
.Mount  Morris,  is  an  excellent  repre- 
sentative ol  the  self-made  men  of  the 
count)',  and  occupies  a  conspicuous 
l)()sition  among  its  enterprising  and  progres- 
sive aL;l"icultul■i^ts.  He  was  l)orn  in  Warren 
County,  New  jeise)',  Septeml)er  15,  1825: 
and  his  father,  John  Cre\-eling,  .Sr.,  was  a  na- 
tive- of  the  same  Slate,  of  which  the  paternal 
grandparents,  who  were  of  (^icrman  ancestr)', 
were  life-long  residents. 

John  Creveling,  Sr.,  was  reared  and  mar- 
rii'd  in  New  |ei'se)',  and  resided  there  until 
1833,  when  with  his  w  ife  and  seven  children 
he  came  to  Li\'ingston  Coimty,  New  York. 
I'iiat  was  prior  to  the  construction  of  railroads; 
and  the  removal  was  made  witii  teams,  they 
bringing  with  them  their  entire  worldly  pos- 
sessions. His  means  were  very  limited;  and 
he  did  not  Iniy  land,  Init  lound  employment  at 
various  kinds  of  work,  chietiy  wood-cutting 
cUid  tilling  the  soil.  Having  accumulated 
some  money,  he  finally  purchased  a  farm  near 
the  centre  of  the  town  of  Mount  Morris,  and 
made  his  home  thereon  until  his  death,  at  the 
age  of  threescore  and  ten  years.     His  wile, 


Christie  Ann  0\p,  was  a  native  cjf  Warren 
Count)',  New  Jersey,  and  a  daiighter  of  John 
and  M.iry  Olj).  She  died  at  the  early  age  of 
thirty-eight  years,  leaving  seven  children,  all 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 

John  Creveling,  nun  ol  John  antl  Chiistie 
A.  (Olp)  Creveling,  was  but  nine  years  old 
when  he  was  bereft  of  his  motlier.  The  father 
kept  the  famil)'  together  for  two  years;  and  it 
then  became  scattered,  little  John  going  to 
live  with  ]5arney  G.  Hagerman,  who  gave  him 
his  board  and  clothing  for  his  work  on  the 
farm,  allowing  him  to  attentl  school  during 
the  winter  season.  He  stayed  with  .Mr. 
Hageianan  until  his  nineteenth  )ear,  when  he 
started  in  lite  for  himself,  even  with  the 
world.  He  worked  about  for  different  people 
by  the  day  or  month  during  the  hrst  year,  and 
then  entered  the  employment  of  Gulielmus 
Wing,  being  hired  for  eight  months  at  twelve 
dollars  a  month,  and  re-engaged  for  the  le- 
mainder  of  the  year  at  the  same  wages.  At 
the  end  of  the  twelve  months,  having  lost  no 
time,  and  ha\'ing  drawn  none  of  his  salar)', 
the  diligent  laborer  receiveil  one  hundred  and 
fort)-f(nu'  dollars  in  cash.  Mr.  Wing  then 
advanced  his  wages  to  fifteen  didlars  per 
month;  and  at  the  expiration  of  six  months  he 
was  the  jiossessor  of  two  hundred  and  thirt)'- 
lour  dollars.  With  this  sum  in  his  pocket, 
Mr.  Creveling  started  for  Wisconsin,  jt)urne)- 
ing  by  private  conve)ance  to  Attica,  thence 
b)'  rail  to  Buffalo,  across  Lake  J'lrie  t(j  De- 
troit, and  by  rail  to  Kalama/oo,  at  that  time 
the  western  terminus  of  the  iron  jiathwa)'. 
From  there  he  proceetled  b)'  stage  to  St. 
Joseph,  Mich.,  then  by  water  to  Chica,L;o, 
which  he  lound  but  a  small  city.  His  jour- 
ney from  theie  was  by  Lake  ALchigan  to 
Southport,  Wis.,  and  thence  to  l"ox  Lake  on 
foot.  Wi.sconsin  was  then  but  spaisely  set- 
tled; antl  Mr.  Creveling,  not  being  jjleasantl)' 
impressed  with  the  cou.ntry,  tlecided  not  to 
invest  in  land,  but  returned  to  Living^tmi 
County,  and  the  following  \ear  WMiketl  AIi'. 
Hagerman's  farm  on  shares.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Mr.  Wing,  who  hired  him  for  one 
summer;  and  the  sid^sequent  two  years  Mi'. 
Cre\eling  worked  tor  an  ohler  biotlier.  He 
then  bought  a  team,   arid   suppl)-ing  him.M'lf 
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with  fciiiiiiii^  ini|)lcnK"iit.s  worked  a  farm  on 
shares  lnv  a  year.  His  next  position  was  that 
of  loek-tender  on  the  (lenesee  Canal  at  a  sal- 
aiy  of  fift}'  dollars  |ier  month,  at  whieh  he 
was  eiiL;a^ed  through  the  sea.son.  Mr.  Creve- 
lini;-  then  made  his  first  purchase  of  land, 
which  consisted  of  hfly  acres  in  the  town  of 
Mount  Morris,  wheie  he  resitled  ten  years. 
Sellin;;-  that,  he  bou;j;ht  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  foi  t \'-thrce  ai.  res  al  l^iion  Cornei  s,  and 
later  ljou,L;hl  >i\l\'  nioie  acres.  After  carr)'- 
ini;'  on  yeneial  lai  niin^;'  there  tor  t wenty-ei;j;ht 
)'ears,  he  remo\  ed  to  the  place  he  now  owns 
and  occupies.  Here  .Mr.  Creveling  has  a 
pleasant  home,  with  a  i;"o(jd  set  of  building's, 
which  are  situated  on  an  elevation,  and  com- 
mand an  extended  \iew  of  the  surrounding 
counti"}'.  He  is  the  jxissessor  of  nearly  four 
lumdred  acies  of  excellent  land,  the  greater 
part  of  which   i.s  under  high  culti\'ation. 

In  1850  Mr.  Ci"e\  el i ng  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  kdi/.abetli  Rittenhouse,  who  was  a 
native  of  Ca\iiga  Count)'.  She  passed  to  the 
higher  life  June  11,  1887,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren--— luKva  rd  R.,  Wilson  M.,  John  1^.,  ami 
I\Iary  A.  bMward  R.  Creveling  married  Cora 
Bergen,  and  li\'es  in  Mount  Morris.  Wilson 
married  Coi'a  I'".  Perrine,  and  is  in  business 
in  ruscart)ra.  John  \\.  married  Hattie  Hoag- 
land;  and  they  reside  in  Tuscarora,  where  he 
is  in  nua'cantile  business.  IMay  A.  marrietl 
Klmer  Williams,  a  farmer  in  Mount  Morris. 
Mrs.  Creveling  was  a  v.'oinan  of  great  per- 
sonal worth,  a  sincere  and  devout  member  of 
the  Baptist  church.  In  politics  Mr.  Creve- 
ling has  always  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  is  an  earnest  su[)porter  of  its 
principles. 


(^TYU.STIN  15.  DIINN,  a  well-known  farmer 
and  e\-Sch(jol  Comm issioiier  of  the 
town  of  Ossian,  Livingston  County, 
was  boi'ii  at  B)'ersville,  a  village  in 
West  Si)arla,  l'\-bruai')'  4,  1 839.  His  father, 
Daniel  1'.  Dunn,  came  to  that  town  tluring 
the  thirties,  and  taught  school,  but  in  1841 
moved  to  Ossian.  Here  he  [)urchased  a  house 
and  lot,  and  continueel  teaching  for  several 
years,  ser\'ing  also  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


He  died  at  Welland,  Canada,  at  the  iioine  of 
a  daughter,  aged  eighty-oiu-.  His  wife  was 
I'.lvira  De  I.aiio,  also  a  school  teacher,  who 
was  boi'n  in  West  Sparta,  ot  I'deiuh  de>cent. 
Her  lather,  Joseph,  was  a  farmei'  of  that  town, 
and  li\ed  on  what  was  kiKnvn  as  De  L.tiio's 
Hill.  Attei'  residing  many  years  in  West 
Sparta,  he  I'cnioved  to  Ohio,  and  died  iheie, 
aged  sixty-six.  .Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Daniel  I'. 
Dunn  ri'aied  two  children  leimie  I..,  who 
married  L)inan  Soulhworth,  of  Canada,  his 
honie  being  fourteen  miles  from  Buffalo, 
N.\'.,  and  Austin  B.,  the  subject  of  tiii.-, 
sketch.  Mrs.  Dunn  died  al  Ossian  at  the 
age  of  fift)-^i\. 

Austin  B.  Dunn  spent  his  earliei'  years 
atteniling  the  district  schooD  of  t  )>siaii  antl 
assisting  his  father  on  the  farm.  Arri\  ing  al 
his  majority,  he  was  elected  down  Clerk, 
which  olfice  he  held  for  ihree  )ears,  ami  was 
then  clu^sen  Constable  and  Collector;  and, 
after  hokling  these  officer  for  tliree  \  ears,  he 
was  made  Justice  of  llie  Peace,  and  continued 
to  discharge  the  tlulies  of  that  oflice  from 
1870  to  1887.  In  the  years  1885  and  1886 
he  was  Supervisor,  ami  was  a  Justice  of  .Ses- 
sions for  his  count)'  during  1880  and  1887. 
On  January  l,  1888,  he  assumed  the  dutie.-.  of 
School  Comm is.-iioner,  and  continued  a.-^  such 
until  iSiji,  when  lie  was  re-elected,  and 
served  till  Januai)'   i,  1894. 

Mr.  Dunn  was  mostly  engaged  in  teaching 
school  winters  troni  the  lime  he  was  twent)' 
years  of  age  until  he  was  elected  Scluiol  Com- 
missioner. IK'  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and 
has  always  been  an  acli\'e  leader  in  political 
affairs.  In  1863  he  married  Mary  J.  Chitten- 
den, daughter  of  Har\  ey  Cdi  itteiulen,  of 
Nunda,  a  pioneer  and  prominent  citi/eii  of 
that  town.  Mrr^.  Dunn  i.-,  a  ineml)er  of  the 
Met'aodist  church.  Mr.  Dunn  can  be  men- 
tioned as  a  very  worthy  citizen,  an  intelligent 
public  servant,  and  a  gentleman  of  the  highest 
respectabi  1  ity . 


I'RANK   WING,  who  resides  about 
\  '5  j       four  niiles  froni  the  \  illage  of  Bliss. 

in  the  town  of  luigle,  was  born  upon 
the  farm  he  now  owns  and  conducts,  Ma\'  26, 
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1847.  His  father,  Stcphun  L.  Wing,  was  a 
native  of  New  I  lanipsliire,  in  whicli  State  his 
^randfathei',  Jimathaii  W'inj^,  who  was  born 
upon  the  ishinil  of  .Martha's  \'ineyard,  settleil 
loi'  a  time.  Tiie  hitter  in  his  youngei'  days 
was.  a  mariner;  Init,  later  deciding  to  iorsake 
sea  life  and  eng.ige  in  agi'ieullural  pursuits, 
he  located  at  first  as  al)o\'e,  and  in  1820  came 
t(j  Wyoming  Count)',  New  \'ork,  where  he 
settled  in  the  town  ul  Jiagle,  upon  the  farm 
which  is  now  the  proj)ert\-  of  his  grandson, 
George  Wing. 

At  the  time  of  Jonathan  Wing's  arrival  in 
the  local it\',  the  countr)'  was  in  its  virgin 
state,  theie  being  simply  a  bi  idle  path  leading 
from  Pike  to  ]{agle.  Nevertheless  he  ac- 
cepted cheerfull)  the  man}'  vicissitudes  of  a 
pioneer's  life,  and  with  the  energy  which  is 
characteristic  of  a  sturdy  New  linglander  pro- 
ceedetl  to  clear  and  improve  his  land;  and  in 
due  time  he  not  onl)'  brought  it  to  a  fine  state 
of  culti\-ation,  but  also  erected  substantial 
frame  buihiings.  He  attained  a  prominent 
position  among  ttie  earl\'  settlers,  filling  the 
ofifice  of  .Super\'isor  with  marked  ability,  also 
being  a  Justice  of  the  i'eace  for  many  years, 
and  was  known  thioughout  the  section  as 
Squire  Wing.  The  otfice  of  supervisor  made 
it  necessar)'  lor  him  to  tra\'el  considerably  on 
horseback,  in  fair  weather  and  in  foul,  otten 
through  loneh'  bi  itlle  patlis.  IJeing  a  man  of 
ph)'sical  as  well  as  mental  strength,  he  with- 
stnod  the  unavoidable  exposures  of  a  pioneer's 
lite  without  iiu.urring  aii)'  serious  injury  to 
his  health,  and  died  upon  the  farm  which  he 
had  so  laboriously  reclaimed  from  the  wilder- 
ness, at  the  atlvanced  age  of  eighty-two,  being 
tenderly  cared  fur  tluring  his  declining  yeai's 
1)\-  his  son,  Ste])hen  L.  Wini;. 

'I'his  son  at  h.is  father's  death  became  pos- 
sess(jr  of  the  farm  which  he,  too,  had  assistetl 
in  impro\'ing  and  of  which  for  some  time  he 
had  lull  charge.  Stephen  had  received  a  gooil 
practical  etlucation  in  the  district  schools; 
and,  like  his  venerable  parent,  he  entertained 
a  livel)'  interest  in  |)ubl ic  affairs,  attaining  to 
considerable  [julitical  prominence,  and  serving 
faithfully  as  Pour  .Master  and  Assessor.  At 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  he  raised  a 
company  of  volunteers,  which  became  attached 


to  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  New  York 
Regiment  under  Colonel  Rohrbach ;  and  he 
servetl  as  its  Cajjtain  through  many  severe 
battles,  being  disabled  at  Atlanta,  and  supei- 
seded  in  the  command  by  his  son,  Nelson  J. 
Wing.  This  com]jan)',  which  was  comp(jsed 
of  rarely  intelligent  men,  some  eight  or  ten  of 
whom  received  commissions,  was  selectetl  by 
its  organizer  with  great  care  from  the  most 
intluential  and  highly  cultured  faniilies  in 
this  locality;  and  it  ser\ed  with  such  distinc- 
tion as  to  receive  the  hearty  commendations 
of  the  regimental  and  corps  commanders.  Caj)- 
tain  W  ing,  on  being  tlisabled,  returned  to  his 
farm,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  si.\ty-one 
years,  after  having  faithfully  completed  his 
life's  work  both  as  a  ci\'ilian  and  a  soldier. 

.Stephen  L.  Wing  married  Alary  Hayes,  a 
daughter  u(  Daniston  Ha3'es,  of  Pennsylvania. 
Her  father  was  a  master  mechanic,  who 
worked  much  of  the  time  as  a  wheelwright. 
A  chair  made  by  him  over  se\'enty  years  ago 
is  now  in  the  pjossession  of  Air.  Wing.  Air. 
Ha)'es  settled  at  Geneseo  when  that  town  was 
in  its  infancy,  and  there  spent  his  last  years, 
dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Alargaret  Daley,  was 
a  nati\e  ot  the  lunerald  Isle.  They  reared 
six  chiklren,  of  whom  Alary,  witlow  of  Ste]jhen 
L.  Wing,  is  the  only  sur\  ivor.  She  was  born 
in  l''ebruar_\,  1807,  at  Geneseo,  in  tlie  same 
house  where  her  parents  died,  situated  about 
twtj  miles  east  of  the  village.  .She  and  her 
luKsband  came  to  the  present  home  of  All'. 
G.  V.  Wing  in  1829,  immediately  after  their 
marriage,  and  here  reared  three  of  their  seven 
chihlren  —  Alar}'  Jane,  now  Airs.  Ressell; 
Nelson  J.;  and  George  Frank  Wing,  the  sub- 
ject (jf  this  brief  sketch.  Airs.  Alary  I  hives 
Wing  resides  with  tlie  latter,  and  now  at  the 
age  of  eighty-eight  years  is  remarkably  bright 
and  intelligent,  jjossessing  perfect  control  of 
her  taculties,  being  in  all  respects  a  most 
phenomenally  preserved  old  ladw  She  is  a 
meml  )ei'  of  the  Presb\'terian  church,  as  was 
her  late  husband  for  man\'  years,  the  latter 
being  an  Flder. 

(i.  ]•'.  \\  ing  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  also  attended  a  neighboi- 
ing  seminar)';  alter  completing  the  course,  he 
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L'lilcrcd  dilii;ciitl}'  iiitu  tlic  labors  of  an 
a^^iiculturi^t,  remaining;"  witli  ami  assisting 
his  lather  uiilil  ihal  gentleman's  decease, 
wiicii  the  |)iu|>ert)'  re\erletl  to  hini.  His  farm 
consists  ol  two  hundred  acres;  and  he  devotes 
principally  to  tiie  daiiying  interest,  handling 
the  ])nKhicts  nl  sixteen  graded  Ilcdstein  cows. 
In  1  8G6  he  elected  a  large  barn  with  all  mod- 
ern improxeiiients,  which  greatly  enhances 
his  facilities  foi'  successful  farming. 

In  1S70  he  mairied  Miss  limnia  Vesey,  of 
Centreville,  Allegany  Ctninty,  where  her 
father,  Louis  Vese)',  was  a  farmer,  having 
been  a  pioneer  in  lliat  t(nvn.  (_)t  tlie  four 
chiUlren  burn  to  them,  three  are  still  living, 
their  beluved  daughter,  Mary  ]■].  Wing,  hav- 
ing been  called  Ironi  earth  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  yeais,  August  5,  1894.  She  was 
educated  at  I'ike  Seminaiy,  and  aside  from  a 
I'are  proficienc}'  in  her  studies  was  otherwise 
highly  accomplished,  anil  possessed  an  exceed- 
ingly amiable  disposition,  thoroughly  void  of 
self-interest,  which  won  for  her  the  esteem 
and  tlevotiun  ui  man)'  friends.  The  other 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wing  are  Nelson 
1-^,  liny  [■'.,  and  Warner  II.,  who  were  all 
carefull)'  eilucated  in  their  )()uth  at  the  semi- 
nary, and  now  assist  their  fatlier  in  conduct- 
ing the  farm.  Mr.  and  l\Irs.  Wing  are  mem- 
bers of  the  I'resl)\ terian  church,  and  with 
their  sons  also  attend  the  Sunday-school. 

'i'heir  residence  is  pleasantly  situatcLl  on 
Wing  Street,  named  in  honor  of  the  family, 
which  has  been  \-er\-  piominent  in  this  secti(jn 
for  many  }ears,  its  present  head  being  a  man 
of  rare  intellectual  strength,  thoroughly  cog- 
nizant of  the  fact  that  kiKJwledge  is  a  neces- 
sary fact(.)r  for  the  pi(i[)er  and  successful 
C(jmpletion  of  lile  s  work.  With  this  in  view 
I\Ir.  Wing  has  been  an  untiring  reader,  laying 
up  stores  of  informr.lion,  and  actpiiring  prac- 
tical wisdom,  which  has  enabled  him  to  be- 
come of  valuable  sei\  ice  to  his  community. 

I'"ollowing  in  the  footsteijs  of  his  predeces- 
sors, he  takes  much  inteiest  in  town  affairs,  be- 
ing a  Republican  in  politics.  He  was  elected 
Sui)er\isor  in  iSSijaiid  in  1890,  and  has  also 
been  Justice  of  the  I'eace  for  sixteen  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Uniteil 
Workmen,  and  enjo)s  much  social  distinction. 


UHN  \).  GRIMivS  was  for  many  years 
actix'ely  identified  with  the  a^ricultuial 
interests  of  the  town  of  Xiinda.  Liv- 
ingston County,  hav  ing  lixed  here  fiom 
the  time  of  his  birth,  October  .'4,  18J9,  until 
his  death,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1893.  lie 
was  a  man  (<t  good  mental  en<lowmenl>,  pos- 
sessing those  steiding  traits  of  chaiacter  that 
won  1(U"  liim  the  respect  and  esteem  o!  all 
with  wh(jm  he  associated  in  either  business 
or  social  relations.  Roth  his  father,  Richard 
P.  Grimes,  and  his  grandfather,  I'hilip 
Grimes,  were  among  the  original  settlers  of 
the  town  of  Nunda,  which  was  thei'eafter  their 
jiermanent  abid i ng-place. 

Richard  1'.  (irimes  was  born  in  Gieene 
County,  New  \'ork,  and  thei'e  lesided  until 
after  attLiining  his  majoiit\'.  lie  became 
familiar  with  farming  pursuits  during  his  ear- 
lier )ears,  and,  when  reaily  to  settle  in  life, 
emigrated  to  this  county,  which  was  then  \er)' 
thinl)'  i)opulated,  and,  taking  up  one  hundred 
acres  of  wild  land  (jii  luist  llili  in  Xinida, 
built  the  first  frame  barn  erecteil  in  that  local- 
ity, and  was  numbereil  among  the  \er\'  first 
settlers  ot  the  |)lace.  With  eiierg)'  and  wise 
foretlunight  he  began  clearing  his  land,  and 
during  the  years  that  followed  improved  a  tine 
farm  fiom  the  wilderness.  lie  mairied  I5etsey 
Donaldson,  a  native  of  (ireeiie  Count\',  by 
wh(jm  he  had  one  child,  John  D.,  subject  ui 
the  luesent  sketch.  .Mr.  Richanl  P.  Grimes 
ami  his  wife  were  l)uth  people  of  strong  relig- 
i(His  con\ictions  and  charter  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  Xunda. 

John  I),  (uinies  atteiidetl  the  district 
schools;  but,  being  an  ambitions  youth,  fond 
of  his  books  and  anxious  lor  more  extended 


learnint 


tie  ])ursuect  hi.^  studies  b)'  himself, 
fitting  himself  f(;r  colle-e.  He  was  sul)>e- 
(piently  employed  as  a  teacher  in  the  Xunda 
Acadeni)',  resigning  his  position  at  length  cm 
account  of  deafness.  Mr.  Grimes  then  re- 
sumed the  agricultural  work  to  wliich  he  was 
reared,  and  was  extensivel)'  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  tlie  time  of  his  decease.  In  politics 
he  was  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  i)rinciples 
of  the  Republican  party,  ami  at  different  times 
served  his  fellow-townsmen  in  wiiious  official 
capacities,     haxiiig    been     Commissioner  of 
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Highways,  Asscssiji-,  ami  census-taker.  Me 
was  al\va)s  luiinhered  with  the  active  and  prc;- 
gressi\'e  men  of  tlie  count}',  and  was  an  intel- 
ligent participant  in  all  enterprises  calculated 
to  aihance  the  intei'csts  of  his  town  or  county. 

Of  the  union  of  .Mr.  (irimes  with  Miss 
Sarah  lIo\'e\',  daughter  of  Alfred  ll(j\'ey,  six 
chihhen  were  horn,  as  follows:  I'^rank  II.; 
(irace  M.,  who  died  in  her  fiuu'th  year;  Scott 
1".  ;  John  1).,  Ji'.,  who  mai  l  ied  Miss  Margue- 
rite Wiilker,  (kinghtei-  ni  Henry  Walker  (de- 
ceased), of  Nunda;  Mills  .S.  ;  and  Blanche. 
I'^rank,  the  eldest  chihl,  marrietl  Jennie  Van 
Husk  irk,  the  daughter  of  John  Van  Buskirk, 
of  Xunda:  and  the)'  ha\'e  three  chiltlren  — 
(irace,  (irant,  and  (llenn.  Since  the  death 
t)f  Mr.  (irimes,  his  widow  and  daugiiter  have 
resided  in  the  village  of  Nunda;  and  the  sons, 
with  the  e\cei)tion  ol  Mills,  who  is  studyiiig 
at  (Jlierlin,  ()hio,  are  seijarately  carrying  on 
the  work  of  the  tarm.  In  politics  the  sons, 
luu  ing  been  I'ocked  in  a  stanch  old  Reimbli- 
can  ciadle,  still  cling  to  the  princijjles  of  the 
l)iit)'  in  which  the\'  weie  hoin  and  bred. 
Mills,  the  )'oungest,  is  an  active  worker  in 
the  l're.>b)'terian  chui'ch,  of  which  he  is  a 
member. 


f^OHN     Old',     well-known  throughout] 
Mount  Morris  and  \icinity  as  a  thrifty 
and  prosperous  larnier.  and  a  citi/en  of  j 
good   rejiute,   was  boi'n    in    Mansfield,  | 
Warren  t'oinit)',  X.J.,  August  _',  1S23.     His  | 
father,  Daniel  Olp,  was  a  native  of  the  sanie  1 
town,  born  when   it  was  included  within  the 
limits  ot   Hunterdon  Count \'.     The  father  of  [ 
Daniel,  John  Olp  by  name,  was  born  in  New  j 
Jersey,  ot   llolland  pai'cntage,  and  was  bred  to 
agricultural    pursuits.     He   was   a   farmer  in 
comlortable    circumstances,   and    during  the 
later  \cai"s  o\  his  life  removed  to  Livingston 
Count\',  New  \'(>rk,  and  inxxsted  a  part  of  his 
wealth  in  timbered  land.     He  continued  here 
a  resident  until  his  death.  ] 

Daniel  (^Ip  came  with  his  family  to  this 
county  in  1S31,  performing  the  tedious  jour- 
ne_\'  with  teairis,  and  settled  on  land  which  his 
hither  had  [)rc\'iousl \'  [)urchased  in  the  town  of 
Mount    .Morris.      'i  he    lo"-   cabin    into  which  ' 


he  mo\'etl  was  a  pi'imiti\'e  structiue,  made  of 
hewed  lumbei',  and  co\'ered  with  '"shakes" 
ri\'en  from  IIil'  forest  trees.  idirough  the 
chinks  in  the  I'oot,  the  twinkling  stars  coidd 
be  seen  on  pleasant  evenings;  Init,  in  the 
drear}'  winti-i'  weatlui'  that  bdhnved.  the  c<dd 
snow  otten  silted  through  the  same  a[)ei"tures, 
covering  the  bed  with  a  llcec}'  mantle.  15}' 
dint  of  enei'g}',  perseverance,  and  econonu',  he 
changed  his  land  froni  its  original  state  of 
pristine  wildiiess  to  a  condition  of  excellent 
culture,  and  made  that  his  al)id i ng-place  until 
his  departui'e  from  earthly  scenes,  May  4, 
1864,  aged  seventy  years.  During  his  resi- 
dence here  he  had  watched  the  transformation 
of  the  countr}'  from  a  dense  wilderness  to  a 
wealthy  and  wel  l-de\'eloped  town,  filled  with 
an  enter|jrisi ng  ami  intelligent  people.  His 
wife,  whosj  maiden  name  was  ]-di/al)etli  15ow- 
man,  was  born  in  New  Jersev,  being  a  tlaugh- 
ter  of  Neighbor  liowman.  While  her  husband 
was  deal  ing  Lind  impro\'ing  his  laml,  she  at- 
tended taithfulU'  to  the  duties  of  the  house- 
hold, which  iucludeil  cai'ding,  spiniiing, 
weaving,  and  the  making  of  the  homesinm 
garments  in  which  the  tamil\'  were  clothed. 
The  l)oots  and  shoes  wtie  m.ide  b\'  the  ti'axel- 
ling  cobbler  in  his  annual  \'isit.  'Idiis  go(id 
woman  outlivcLl  her  husbaml,  and  died  in  the 
village  of  Mount  iMoi'iis,  Ma}'  26,  1880,  aged 
cightN'  \eai"s.  She  reai'cd  three  daughters  and 
one  sou,  the  folhjwing  being  theii'  recoi'd  : 
Sojiliia,  now  tleceasL'd,  married  William  lia}'- 
lor;  Jane,  the  wite  of  l^enjamin  re\el  i  ng,  re- 
sides in  Michigan;  i']lizabeth  married  Ihomas 
Alvord,  of  Mount  IMorris. 

John,  the  oid}'  son,  was  iii  his  edghth  \'e-ar 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  this  local- 
ity; and  the  incidents  connected  with  the  re- 
moval, as  well  as  the  Stirling  scenes  ot  the 
earl}'  pioiiuer  lite,  ai'e  \i\'idl}'  impressed  on 
his  miiul.  He  remembers  when  his  lather 
used  to  teani  wheat  to  Rochester  and  when  his 
mothei'  spent  her  leisui'e  time  in  siiinning  and 
weaving.  He  earl}'  began  to  take  h'ssons  in 
practical  agriculture,  and,  when  he  arrived  at 
maturity,  began  life  on  his  own  aicount  b\' 
working  his  lather's  land  on  sliares.  He  soon 
after  bought  i.'ight}'-three  acres  of  land  iii  tlu- 
southern   [tait    ol    Mount    .Munis,  but  haxiiiL;' 
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carried  it  on  for  toui'  years  sold  it,  and  boiij^ht 
one  hundred  and  sesenteen  acres  in  the  town 
(;f  Nunda.  In  1857  Mr.  Olp  disposed  of  tiiat 
property  and  removed  to  Kent  County,  Mich- 
ii;an,  wheie  he  houyiit  lam!  in  the  town  ot 
Paris,  and  also  a  small  tract  in  Juisley  town- 
ship, Newa)^c)  County.  After  a  residence  of 
one  year  in  I'ai  is,  Mr.  Olp  soUl  his  farm,  and 
returnetl  t(j  LivinL;ston  County.  Ikiyiny  a 
faian  near  the  oKl  hc^mestead  of  his  parents, 
he  set  out  an  orchard,  erected  a  good  set  of 
buildings,  and  otherwise  improved  the  prop- 
erty, living  tliere  until  1866,  when  he  sold  at 
an  ad\ance,  ami  [)urchased  the  Murray  Hill 
estate,  wheie  he  has  since  resided.  This  is  a 
well-imi)ro\etl  faim,  adjoining  the  village  of 
Mount  Mori  is,  and  under  his  judicious  man- 
agement ranks  as  one  of  the  most  \aluable  and 
attractive  in  this  locality.  Mr.  0\\)  is  also 
the  possessor  of  fifty  acres  of  valley  land, 
which  yiel.ls  him  a  good  income. 

Mr.  U\]>  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  united  November  26, 
1845,  was  Mliza  Rockafellovv,  a  native  of  New 
Jerse)',  aiul  the  daughter  of  Henry  Rockafel- 
low.  She  deijarted  this  life  August  28,  1859, 
leaving  two  sons  and  two  daughters;  namely, 
Deborah  S.,  Lambert  L.,  Charles  P.,  and  l-Iva 
Jane.  iJelxuah  S.  marrietl  William  L.  Jos- 
1)11;  and  both  are  now  deceased,  her  death 
having  occurred  May  6,  1873,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  years.  Lambert  L.  died  June 
12,  1890,  ageil  lort\'-two  )'ears,  leaving  a 
widow,  Sarah  .\.  Heggs  Olp,  and  one  son, 
James  LambLit.  He  had  been  previously 
married,  his  first  wife  being  Mary  A.  Mc- 
Neil ly.  Lva  Jane  was  the  wife  of  Lsaac  Mc- 
Neilly,  both  now  deceased.  She  died  July 
10,  1888,  agetl  thirty-six  years,  leaving  no 
children.  Charles  Pearl  married  Theresa 
L'jiham;  and  the\'  have  three  children —  lul- 
wartl  C.,  h'lederick  (L,  and  Ik'ssie.  In  1865 
Mr.  Olp  maiiied  l^li/,abeth  McKehey,  who 
was  born  in  Ireland,  of  .Scotch  ancestors, 
being  a  tlaughter  of  John  McKeh'ey.  She 
passcLl  to  the  liigher  life  June  7,  1894,  leav- 
ing one  child  —  Albert  C.  Olp.  Another 
son,  hrank  J.,  a  promising  youth  of  seventeen 
years,  had  preceded  her,  having  been  drowned 
Jul)-   II,  1889.     Mrs.  Olp  was  a  triie  Chris- 


tian, a  sincere  member  of  the  Presb)terian 
church.  In  politics  Mr.  Olp  is  a  decitled 
Democrat.  He  is  a  man  of  souiul,  practical 
judgment,  aiul  his  opinions  are  respected  by 
the  ccjiumunity  of  which  lie  has  been  a  x'alued 
lesident  lor  upward  ot  a  (piarter  ot   a  ceiitui)  . 


llh:kPKRT  FUSTh:K,  the  owner  of 
I  Vj-^  the  largest  dairy  farm  in  the  \  iLinity 
^^Is  ■  oi  Warsaw,  his  nati\'e  town,  was 
l)orn  May  7,  1846,  on  the  farm 
upon  which  he  is  now  living.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Luther,  was  b(jrn  in  South 
Hampton,  Long  Island,  on  the  loth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1770,  and  married  .Miss  Ruth  Hedges, 
who  was  born  in  Last  Hampton,  Long  Island, 
March  29,  i  767. 

Luther  Foster,  Sr.,  was  a  tanner  and  cur- 
rier in  youth.  lie  came  to  Wyoming  Count\' 
in  June,  1823,  ami  located  ujjon  the  farm 
which  is  now  owned  b)'  his  grandson,  C.  Her- 
bert. Lhe  journey  was  made  by  te.ims,  as  all 
journeys  were  made  in  that  generation  before 
the  era  of  the  "iron  horse";  and  Mr.  h'oster 
wisely  selected  a  place  which  had  already 
been  partially  cleared,  and  upon  which  a  log 
house  and  some  other  buildings  had  been 
built.  'Lhis  tract  includetl  one  luimlied  and 
sixty  acres,  which  by  further  investineiU  was 
increased  to  an  area  of  two  humlred  and  ten 
acres.  He  was  as  successful  as  he  was  indus- 
trious and  a  worth\'  example  to  the  descend- 
ants who  came  after  him.  He  wa.s  a  f.tithful 
Democrat  ami  a  conscientious  member  ot  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  Warsaw.  He  elied  at 
his  home  on  the  1 6th  of  November,  1846. 
His  wife  survived  him  fourteen  years,  dying 
on  the  7th  of  March,  i860.  Of  the  thirteen 
chihlren  b(jrn  to  them,  and  luie  of  whom  was 
n;  med  for  his  father,  ten  grew  up.  and  two 
are  still  living  —  Solon  h'oster,  a  resident  ni 
Salt  Lake  City,  Ut.di,  and  Mrs.  Ruth  ideve- 
laiul,  of  Warsaw. 

Luther  Foster,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Dauby, 
Tompkins  C"onnt)',  I'\d)ruary  i,  1808.  Ik- 
was  a  lad  of  fifteen  when  his  father  came  to 
Warsaw;  and,  having  attended  the  schools  of 
his  native  county,  he  began  at  once  to  learn 
by  practical  experience  the  labors  of  farm  life, 
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and  was  esteemed  one  of  the  most  progressive 
farmers  in  Warsaw.  HnyinL;'  out  the  interests 
(;f  the  othei'  lieiis,  he  became  tlie  sole  owner 
of  the  homesteail,  which  b)'  his  judicious  man- 
agement became  one  of  the  Imest  estates  in 
llie  h)calit\-,  where  lie  was  content  to  spend 
the  entire  period  ol  his  uselul  life.  He  held 
among  othei'  (jflices  that  of  Roail  Commis- 
sioiiei',  was  ajjpdinted  Loan  Commissioner 
undei"  (loN'ernor  .Seymour,  ami  was  Captain  of 
the  .Slate  militia.  His  allegiance  to  the 
Hemocrac)'  never  wavered  tlirough  all  vicissi- 
tudes of  that  parl\';  and  botli  he  and  his  wife 
wei'e  in  religi(jus  faitli  and  communion  Pres- 
bNterian.-i,  of  whicfi  cluirch  he  was  a  Ruling 
I'dder  toi'  many  \  ears.  He  died  in  the  month 
ui  l''ebruar\-,  1X74.  Airs.  Calista  L'oster  sur- 
vived him  until  l'"ebriiar)'  7,  ■''^oS- 

Mr.  l'\>ster  was  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  Miss  I^emira  L\on,  wlio  was  born  l''eb- 
ruary  6,  iSii,  and  died  Mai'ch  22,  1835,  was 
tlie  mother  uf  two  chihhen  —  Casson  A.,  who 
(lied  at  the  age  ui  fortv-se\en,  and  Mrs.  Ro.vie 
A.  \'an  Sl}ke,  a  resident  ot  Kalamazoo, 
.Mich.  His  second  wife,  Calista  Smith,  a 
native  of  Marcellus,  (3nondaga  County,  born 
on  Decemlier  16,  1816,  became  the  mother  of 
nine  childieii:  Lemira,  wlio  died  at  seventeen 
years  of  age;  Samuel  l'"oster,  now  in  Pigeon, 
Mich.;  jo^i.ih  Hedges,  who  died  aged  twenty- 
h\e;  Si(hie)',  in  l'iL;ei)n,  Mich.;  C.  Herbert, 
of  thi^  meiniiir;  I'.li/a  Jane,  lixing  at  home; 
Mar)'  Dayton,  at  hume  also;  Mrs.  P'anny  P. 
I'lveringham,  a  resident  of  Warsaw;  Hettie 
.S.,  at  home. 

C.  Herbert  ]'\jster,  tlfth  child  of  Luther 
and  Calista  (.Smith)  I'oster,  was  sent  in  his 
boyhood  to  the  Warsaw  Union  School  and 
Academy,  where  he  was  a  diligent  and  intel- 
ligent student,  and  prejjared  himself  thor- 
oughl\-  fi>r  tlie  duties  of  a  teacher,  which 
vocation  he  followetl  foi'  nearly  twenty  years, 
endeaiing  himself  to  i)atrons  and  [)upils  in  the 
localitN'  where  (uv  so  long  a  period  he  was  a 
factd!"  in  the  instruction  and  training"  of 
y(juth.  He  was  for  si.\  years  School  Commis- 
sionei',  a  position  for  which  he  was  especially 
fitted  •  by  his  practical  knowletlge  of  educa- 
tional matters.  The  later  }'ears  of  his  life 
have  been  devoted  to  dair\'  farm  in;;,  and  he 


has  been  successlul  in  this  enterprise.  lie 
owns  twenty-five  head  uf  cows,  which  furnish 
milk  and  buttei-  of  wide  reputation;  ami  he 
has  also  a  huge  llock  of  sheep.  His  farm 
covers  two  huiulrcd  and  ninet\'  acres  (jf  land, 
and  is  niic  ul  the  lar.L;est  and  most  teitile  in 
this  iiart  of  the  Idwm.  Its  principal  crup  is 
hay,  which  is  usuall)'  abundant  .uul  ot  hue 
qualit\'.  In  1.S74  Mr.  C.  Herbert  b'ostei"  was 
married  to  .Miss  l^lla  Case,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  V.  ami  Lmih  A.  ('I'uttle)  Case,  the 
fathei-  and  mt/ther  being  natix'es  of  Wyoming 
Count}'.  Mr.  Case,  who  was  a  larmer  b)'  oc- 
cupation and  a  iJemocrat  in  pulitical  connec- 
tions, died  at  tillN  -five  \  ears  ot  age,  in  1874. 
His  widow,  who  still  sur\'ives  him,  li\'es  in 
Johnsonsburg.  ( )1  their  toui"  children  —  Klla 
(now  Mrs.  P'oster),  Mrs.  Jennie  C.  Sharp,  of 
Johnsonsburg,  William  L.  Case,  of  Warsaw, 
and  l)ora-  -the  first  three  are  li\'ing.  iJora, 
the  y(nmgest,  dieil  at  se\  enteen  \'ears  of  age. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  b'cjster  ha\e  no  children.  They 
are  both  in  the  conimunidii  of  the  Presb)'te- 
rian  church,  of  which  he  is  the  Ruling  LJder 
in  Warsaw. 


t  dealer  111  Hour, 
pKiduce,    is  inti- 


'OShlPll  VOCHCM, 
Iced,    and  geiieial 

matel}'  associated  with  the  mercantile 
interests  of  Dansville,  N.\'.,  being- 
ranked  among  the  toremost  business  men  of 
the  place.  A  nati\e  of  Li\'ingston  County, 
he  was  born  in  the  l(jwn  where  he  n(jw  lives. 
May  26,  iiS5i.),  and  is  of  Cierman  origin,  his 
father,  Joseph  \'ocluun,  .Sr.,  hax  ing  been  born 
and  reared  in  Pavaria,  (ierman\.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Couracl  Yoclium,  li\'ed  and 
died  in  Ikivai  ia,  where  he  followed  the  \'oca- 
tion  oi  miller  for  a  great  man)'  \ears. 

The  tathe  learned  the  baker's  trade  when 
a  young  man;  and,  ha\'ing  worked  at  it  in  his 
native  countr)'  for  a  while,  in  1S47  he  sailed 
for  America.  i'^rom  New  ^'ork  Cit\'  he  came 
to  I^ivingston  Count\',  and  alter  his  location 
in  Dans\ille  learneil  the  coo|)er"s  tiade.  lie 
short  1)'  established  a  large  business  in  that 
line,  manufacturing  firkins,  butter  tubs,  and 
pork  barrels,  loi'  which  he  found  a  read\'  sale 
in    this    and    the    surrouiuling    towns.  .Mr. 
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\'i)cluim  \v:is  ciiterprisi iii;'  as  well  as  industri- 
ous, and  in  the  years  that  fullowed  made  a 
good  li\'in,L;  lor  his  family,  rearin<^  his  ehil- 
dren  U)  liabits  ol"  thritt,  and  i;iving  them  good 
educational  advantages.  He  lived  to  the  age 
of  fift)'  )■ear^,  and  his  widow  is  still  an  es- 
teemed resident  ol  Dansville.  Iler  maiden 
name  was  ICli/aheth  Miller.  She  was  l)orn  in 
Prussia,  being  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Miller, 
who  was  a  weaver  in  his  native  country,  and 
was  also  a  soldier  for  several  years  in  the 
I'rus.sian  army,  ser\ing  at  one  time  in 
the  Napoleonic-  wars.  lie  emigrated  to  the 
Llnited  Slates  with  his  family,  and  settling  in 
Steuben  C,"ount\-,  Xew  \'ork,  l)ecame  a  jiioneer 
settle!"  of  I'erkinsville,  where  he  cleared  and 
im|)ro\eil  i|uite  a  tract  of  land,  remaining 
there  until  his  death,  in  1889,  at  the  vener- 
able age  of  niuet\  -four  years.  I'^ight  chiklren 
weie  born  into  the  household  of  Joseph 
\'ochuiu,  .Sr.,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  namely: 
Joseph,  Ji.  ;  )acol),  deceased;  Conrad,  de- 
ceaseii ;  John  M.,  who  is  in  business  in  Dans- 
ville; (leoige,  deceased;  Kate,  deceased; 
I'di/abeth,  deceased;   and  Barbara,  deceased. 

Joseph  Voclnim,  son  of  the  elder  Joseph, 
was  reared  in  l)ansville,  and  educated  in  the 
German  paroihial  scho(d.  After  completing 
his  studies,  he  learned  the  coojier's  trade  of 
his  father,  with  whom  he  was  associated  in 
business  for  a  while,  lie  subsecpiently  worked 
as  a  cai'riage-maker  with  Mass,  St(nit  & 
lirown,  of  l)ans\  ille,  remaining  with  them  six 
)ears,  and  then  folhjwing  the  business  on  his 
own  account  for  a  year.  Mr.  Yochum  finally 
abandoned  both  of  his  trades  in  favor  of  a 
mercantile  careei,  wliich  he  initiated  by  open- 
ing a  small  store  for  general  merchairdise. 
'l"o  the  sale  of  goods  he  afterward  added  the 
business  of  "liming"  and  shi[)ping  eggs; 
and,  tinding  this  a  i)rolitable  enterprise,  he 
subsecpiently  increased  it  by  carrying  on  a 
general  commission  business  in  all  kinds  of 
farm  produci',  and  handling  large  quantities 
of  garden  ami  grass  seeds.  His  business  has 
been  steadily  growing ;  and  his  large  store  is 
now  stocked  with  a  complete  line  of  choice 
groceries,  which,  with  his  other  commodities, 
he  sells  at  a  small  ])roHt  t(j  lunnerous  cus- 
tomers.    This   exlensi\e  trade   Mr.  Yochum 


has  built  up  without  assistance,  exercising 
sound  judgment  and  excellent  business  tact  in 
all  (jf  his  transactions,  and  winning  the  re- 
si)ect  and  friendship  of  the  communil)'  b\'  his 
courtesy  and  fair  dealings.  He  is  the  owner 
of  a  substantial  resitleiice  propert)'  in  the 
\illage. 

Mr.  Yochum  was  united  in  wedlock  in  1878 
to  Hannah  Klein,  a  daughter  of  Louis  Klein. 
Her  father  was  a  iiati\'e  (>(  German)',  wlieie  he 
received  a  good  education,  and  was  for  Mime 
years  engaged  as  a  travelling  salesman.  He 
came  to  this  country  with  hi^  wife,  and  set- 
tling in  Dansville  here  comlucted  a  restaurant 
business,  remaining  a  resident  of  the  town 
until  his  death  in  i88[,  aged  sixty-fi\'e  )eai"s. 
He  and  his  wife  reared  three  chiklren,  Mrs. 
Yochum  being  the  eldest.  One  child  died 
young;  and  one  daughter,  Charlotta,  mariied 
George  b\  Cortles,  of  New  York  Cit\-.  Mrs. 
Klein,  the  mother,  dietl  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Cordes,  in  New  York  Cit\'  on 
I-'ebruary  16,  1895.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yochum 
have  two  children  —  Lix/ie  luiielia  and  Louis 
George,  [)oth  of  whom  are  attending  the 
union  schoid.  Mr.  \'ochum  su],ip<jrt.'^  'the 
Democi'atic  ticket,  and  is  a  \'alued  member  of 
that  party,  capable  of  tilling  the  various  loeal 
offices,  and  is  now  serving  hi^  third  \ear  as 
ColleclcH".  He  has  also  been  village  Trustee 
several  terms,  has  been  an  inspectoi-  ol  elec- 
tions, and  in  1892  was  electeil  Justice  nl  the 
Peace  for  a  term  of  lour  years.  He  is  con- 
tributing his  full  shaie  toward  the  enter- 
prises having  for  their  object  the  general 
welfare  of  the  communitv. 


/  ^  I'.ORGP:  \V.  Al'Wia.L,  a  i)n)minent 
V  ^  1^     musician  and  farmer  in    Lima,  Li\'- 
ingstoii  Count)',   N.\'.,  was  liorn  in 
this    town,    Januar)'    JN,  duiing  the 

famous  M(»nroe  Presidential  adm  i  n  isl  lat  ion . 
His  grandfather,  01i\'er  Atwell,  was  boiu  in 
ALissachusetts  on  the  Hrst  da)'  of  March,  1755, 
while  the  I'rench  and  Imlian  War  was  disturb- 
ing the  New  Lugland  colonies,  and  a  full  cen- 
tury, it  might  be  added,  after  the  illustrious 
Cromwell,  whom  his  name  recalls,  assumetl 
the  title  of   Lord   Protector  of  Lngland. 
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WhclliLM"  descended  from  one  of  the  Iron- 
sides who  f()n;j,ht  at  i\Iarst(jn  Aloor  or  not,  and 
history  is  silent  on  this  point,  Oliver  Atwell 
evidently  i;re\v  lo  nianhodd  in  the  old  Bay 
State,  and,  there  in  due  time  taking  to  himself 
a  wife,  made  his  home  in  the  Connecticut  val- 
ley. His  son,  deorf^a'  W.  .Atwell,  Sr.,  was 
hoiii  in  IIadle\',  Mass.,  on  November  26, 
1 7S9,  the  vear  in  w  hii  h  (leori^e  \Vashing"t(jn 
was  i naUL;in'ated  as  i'resident.  The  son,  too, 
like  hi.-^  father,  was  reared  to  maturity  on 
New  ]'aiL;land  soil,  hut,  unlike  him,  on  settling 
in  lite  soui;ht  a  new  home  in  the  West,  com- 
in-,  not  \'er\'  long  after  the  close  of  the  War 
of  iSiJ,  1(1  Livingston  County,  taking  up  his 
alxide  in  Lima. 

'I"he  senior  (ieorge  W.  Atwell  here  became 
one  of  the  principal  merchants,  and  continued 
in  business  several  years.  In  1827,  however, 
he  gave  up  mercantile  pursuits,  bought  a  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres,  and 
ijuilt  thereon  a  fine  house,  in  which  he  spent 
the  rest  of  his  peaceful  days. 

On  July  22,  i.Si.S,  he  married  Martha  How- 
ard, who  was  born  December  15,  1 788,  and 
who  became  the  mother  of  two  children  — 
.Silas  C.  (deceased)  and  George  \V.,  Jr. 
Tiieir  father  died.  May  13,  1852,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three.  The  mother  died  November  28, 
1863.  George  W.  Atwell,  the  subject  of 
this  present  biographical  sketch,  son  of  the 
hist-named  (ieorge,  was  educated  at  Lima 
.Seminary  and  Canandaigua  Academy.  He 
had  unusual  talent  for  music,  which  he  assid- 
uously cultivated;  and  for  many  years  he  wa.s 
a  cons])icuous  member  of  the  Atwell  Lima 
Hrass  Hand,  one  of  the  hnest  musical  organi- 
zations in  Westell!  .New  York.  His  fame  as 
a  bugle  jilayer  was  recognizetl  throughout  the 
State.  He  still  occu])ies  the  dwelling  built  at 
Lima  by  his  father.  On  December  30,  1847, 
Mr.  Atwell  married  Mary  Ann  Gillin,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Gillin,  of  New  Jersey.  She  bore 
him  two  sons,  George  W.  and  Silas  J.  At- 
well, and  died  in  1876.  (Jeorge  W.  Atwell, 
the  third  ol  this  name,  is  a  lawyer  of  Lima 
\illage.  He  married  Jane  Martin,  daughter 
of  Amasa  Martin;  but  they  have  no  heirs. 
The  other  son,  Silas  J.  Atwell,  is  still  unmar- 
rieil,  and  lives  at  home.     Mr.  Atwell  marrietl 


for  his  secoiul  wife  on  January  17,  1878,  Mary 
H.  Doolittle.  He  is  a  respected  member  of 
the  Ba|)tist  ehurL-h  111  Lima.  His  wife,  how- 
ever, is  a  l'resb)teriaii .  Mr.  Atwell  has 
served  the  town  of  Lima  as  Assessor  twelve 
years,  and  in  politics  has  been  a  Ke])u])lican 
since  the  formation  ot  the  parly;  but  his  first 
Presidential  vote  was  e.ist  toi"  ileni)  Clay,  the 
Whig  candidate  in  1.S44. 

The  reader's  attention  will  be  attracted  by 
the  accom|Kin)'i  ng  portrait  nl  Mr.  Atwell, 
which  his  triends  would  ha\'e  no  diltl(  ulty  in 
identifying,  e\en  without  his  name. 

Of  the  art  ot  which  he  is  so  fond  it  has 
been  well  saitl:  '"Music  touches  ever\'  key  (jf 
memor}'  and  stirs  all  the  hidden  s|>rings  of 
sorrow  and  of  joy.  We  love  it  for  what  it 
makes  us  torget  and  for  what  it  makes  us  re- 
member." 


U^y/  II-l.IAKI  W.  MOODV,  a  prosperous 
ilealer  in  lumber  and  coal  in  the 
village  of  Warsaw,  N.^'.,  was  born 
in  Le  Roy,  Genesee  County,  in  1850.  His 
father,  William  Mood\-,  was  born  in  Ireland 
about  the  year  1812,  and  came  to  America 
with  a  wife  and  two  children  in  1849.  He 
was  a  carpenter  b)'  tratle;  ami,  c(;ming  to  a 
strange  country  without  caj)ital  or  friends,  he 
must  have  found  life  somethiiiLf  of  a  strnirule. 
They  spent  the  remainder  of  their  li\'es  in 
Le  i-ioy,  whither  they  had  come  soon  after  land- 
ing" in  New  \'ork,  and  rcaretl  a  faniilv  of  six 
children  —  Ilenr)-;  Richard;  William  W.,  of 
whom  this  sketch  is  written;  (ieorge;  Mary: 
and  Martha.  All  of  this  famil\-  are  still  liv- 
ing with  the  excej-jtion  of  Ricliard,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  One  Hundredth  New  \'ork  Reg- 
iment during  the  Ci\il  War,  aiul  was  ca])t- 
ured,  and  (ded  in  prison.  Mrs.  Moody  died 
in  1889  in  Le  Roy,  aged  seventy  )'ears.  Both 
she  and  her  husband  were  in  tlie  communion 
of  the  I-^piscopal  church. 

William  W.  Mood\-  was  a  student  in  the 
district  school  during  his  b()\hood.  ami  at 
seventeen  years  of  age  secured  a  position  as 
salesman  and  book-keeper  in  the  store  of 
N.  M.  Rogers,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
1870,  when  he  was  sent  here  to  coiuluct  the 
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braiK'Ii  business  of  his  employer,  which  ii;ul 
been  establislied  in  Warsaw.  In  1872  Mr. 
Moody  an(i  William  Sheldon  succeeded  to  the 
business,  wliuli  ihey  jointly  conducted  until 
1876,  when  Mr.  Mdud)- assumed  the  entire  con- 
trol, lie  enlarL;ed  it  by  the  addition  ot  a 
trade  in  coal,  and  .itterwaid,  when  the  salt 
business  became  rcmun(_'rati ve,  added  a  lumbci" 
tralTic. 

The  last  two  blanches  ot  business  monopo- 
li/c  mo.sl  of  his  time  at  ijresent,  and  he  is 
usualK'  eni;a^ed  at  his  coal  sheds  at  the  rail- 
road oi-  in  the  ott'ice  in  the  village. 

()n  the  14II1  of  June,  1877,  he  was  marricil 
to  I'di/abeth  M.  (larretsee,  a  daughter  of 
llenry  and  Idi/.abeth  (Arr)  Garretsee,  and  a 
native  of  Warsaw.  They  have  two  cliildren 
—  Icnnie,  a  little  maitlen  ot  thirteen  years, 
and  William  Garretsee,  both  n(jtably  bright 
chiUlren.  One  infant  daughter,  Bessie,  whose 
death  has  gi\en  them  a  stronger  claim  upon 
heaven  than  was  ever  felt  before,  lies  buried 
in  the  \  illage  churchyard. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moocly  are  united  by  the 
bands  of  a  common  religious  faith,  both  being 
members  of  the  Congregational  church.  Mr. 
Moody,  who  has  served  as  Town  Clerk  and 
village  Clerk,  and  is  now  \-illage  Tiaistee, 
has  certainl)-  been  successful  in  his  business 
affairs.  I'ew  men  aie  competent  to  establish 
themselves  financially  without  the  aid  of  a 
small  capital  as  a  basis  of  action;  but  this  is 
what  his  energ\'  and  ])crseverance  have  accom- 
plished, and  commendati(Mi  is  his  just  due. 


^WA^/Tl.I.l.AAI  CANNING,  farmer  and 
Y/jA/  mason,  one  of  the  loyal  and  enter- 
prising  residents  of  the  town  of 
Gaineb\illc,  Wyoming  County,  N.Y.,  was 
boiai  on  tl)e  historic  soil  of  Sct)tland,  (Jctober 
31,  1832.  lie  was  the  son  of  William  Can- 
ning, Sr.,  also  a  Scotchman,  and  grandson  of 
lames  Canning,  whose  lite  was  also  passetl 
amcMig  Scottish  lakes  and  hills,  and  who, 
being  an  industrious  machinist,  was  able  to 
maintain  his  large  famil}'  of  children  till  they 
came  to  maturity.  His  son  William,  the 
third  child  in  the  onler  of  age,  was  brought 
up  to  the  trade  of  millwright,  and  was  a  well- 


known  master  mechanic,  an  excellent  work- 
man,     lie    died    at    the    ad\'anced     age  of 

I  eighty-four.     I  lis    wife,     .Agm  s,    mother  of 

j  William  ol  ibis  narrative,  was  born  .md 
brought  up  in  Scotland.  .She  was  a  daughter 
ol  William  llallida)';  and  sbie  became  the 
mother  ol  nine  children,  lour  ot  whom  ai'c 
still  living  b)hn;  bdi/abeth,  married  to 
Mr.  .McNeil,  a  ship's  carpenter;  William; 
ami  JcUries.  Moth  jKireiits  were  de\oled  I'res- 
b\terians.  Mrs.  Canning  died  in  .Sculland  at 
the  age  of  sevent\-. 

William   Canning,   the   chief   character  of 
this  sketch,  was  t went}'-f(jur  )'ears  old  when 

!  he  left  his  famil}'  and  the  accpiaintances  ol  his 
earh"  \  ears,  and  with  his  )'oung  wile  set  sail 

j  foi-  ^America.  The  journev  by  water  being 
safel\-  passed,  lie  went  out  to  the  western  part 
of  New  \'oi-k  .State,  aiul  there  he  settled  in 
the  little  town  of  Great  X'alley,  in  Cattaraugus 
County;  and  for  a  time,  till  he  could  make 
acquaintance  with  the  new  enx'ironnient,  he 
ga\'e  his  attention  to  tarm  work.  Later  on  he 
went  to  (  )lean,  a  town  in  the  same  C(umt\', 
and  began  work  at  the  tratle  of  mason,  which 
he  had  learned   in  .Scotland;  and  there  he  re- 

i  mained  until  the  time  of  the  Civil  War,  when 
he  enlisted  as  private    in   Compau}   (i,   (  )ne 

j  Hundred  ami  b'ifty-fourth  New  York  \'olnn- 
teers.  He  served  three  )'ears,  and  tluring  his 
[)eriod  of  serxdce  he  was  i)romoted  to  be  Sec- 
ond .Sergeant.  He  was  under  the  leadeiship 
at  different  times  of  nearl)'  all  the  prominent 
generals  —  McCTellan,  Hurnside,  Hooker, 
Meade,  and,  after  the  battle  of  Gett)sburg, 
Cieneral  .Slierman.  He  passed  through  all  the 
important  battles  and  skiiinishes;  and  at  Tine 
Knob,  Mo.,  he  took  the  pait  of  l-'irst  Lieuten- 
ant, and  leil  two  companies  into  the  field. 
Although  exposed  to  great  dangers,  he  was 
nevci  seriously  injured.  He  received  his  dis- 
charge at  the  close  of  the  war,  being  recog- 
nized ol'ficially  as  Second  Sergeant,  but  now 
holds  the  commission  of  .Second  Lieutenant. 

I  The  country  having  been  restored  to  peace, 

Mr.  Canning  sought  his  old  home  at  Olean, 
... 
1  where  he  remained  for  a  time,  and  then  li\eil 

four  years  in   Allegany  County.     He  moved 

next  on  to  a  farm  known  as  the  Smith  tarm, 

located    in   Gaines\dlle  on  the  line  between 
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this  town  ami  I'ikc.  In  1886,  as  a  change 
scenicd  desirable,  lie  ni()\e(l  into  the  village, 
where  he  had  built  a  small  house.  To  this 
dwelling  he  has  made  various  additions  from 
time  to  time,  till  now  he  has  a  fine  large 
house  in  a  pleasant  loeality,  convenient  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  mason's  work  which  he 
has  again  resumed. 

On  the  J4th  of  |ul\,  1855.  William  Can- 
ning was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jane 
HlackslKck.  1  ler  father  was  James  Hlackstock, 
of  Scotland,  who  \vas  at  one  time  a  store- 
keeper, and  later  tinned  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing. Bcnh  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
llie  Tresbyterian  church,  and  spent  their  lives 
in  their  nati\e  countr)',  her  father  living  to 
the  age  of  se\ent)--two  )ears  and  her  mother  to 
be  seventy-six  years  of  age.  I\Ir.  Canning's 
wife  was  their  \oungest  child.  Two  others  of 
theii-  five  children  remain,  and  are  residing  in 
Scotland  at  the  present  time;  namely,  Will- 
iam l-51ackstock  and  Mary,  wife  of  John  Beatty. 
Mr.  ami  Mr>.  Canning  ha\e  had  five  children 
to  gi\'e  them  joy  in  their  household.  A  brief 
mention  of  them  is  as  follows:  Mary  K.  is 
married  to  X'enner  W.  Dowell,  a  farmer  in 
tlie  town  of  Hume,  whose  two  children  are 
named  J'Mitli  and  Miles  W.  ;  William  E.,  a 
farmer,  is  established  in  Colorado,  and  is 
married  to  Nora  Lucas,  daughter  of  a  well- 
known  farmer  of  Sih'er  Springs,  and  thev  are 
the  parents  of  three  children  —  Lucas, 
Chiutle,  and  Cilad\s;  Maggie  has  been  an 
in\'alid  for  fourteen  )'ears;  Agnes  B.  is  the 
wife  of  Chai  le^  lliggings,  a  farmer  of  Denver, 
(  ol.  (they  have  lost  their  only  child,  Neta); 
ami  Ldith  Ci.  Canning  has  filled  tiie  important 
post  ot  teacher  for  several  terms. 

i\Ir.  Canning  is  a  member  of  the  (iainesville 
I'ost  of  tlie  (irand  Ai-ni)'  of  the  Republic,  in 
which  he  has  held  the  office  of  Commander 
two  \'ears,  besides  other  minor  offices  con- 
nected with  the  organization.  Me  is  con- 
nected with  Castile  I'ost,  No.  488,  and  is 
likewise  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen,  where  he  has  been 
Master  Workman,  and  has  taken  from  the 
stai't  a  ver)'  [iromiiu'nt  |)osition.  In  politics 
Mr.  Canning  is  a  Republican,  and  has  made 
clear,  by  loyalty  to  his  adopted  country  in  the 


past,  that  he  is  not  afraid  to  show  his  colors 
when  called  on  to  maintain  the  |)rinciples  of 
his  part)'.  Mr.  Canning  and  his  wife  atte'ud 
the  Congregational  church  in  (iaines\  ille. 


(sr|SA.'\C  lUJRKI'.LL  KXAIT,  an  enter- 
hI  [)rising  farmer  in  ().s^ian,  Livingston 
JJ_  County,  N.Y.,  was  born  on  a  farm  ad- 
joining the  one  where  lie  now  resitles  on 
January  6,  1861,  a  tew  week^  l)efore  the  out- 
break of  the  Ci\il  War.  His  grandfather, 
Jfjcl  I.  Knapp,  and  his  lather,  Harve)'  \\'. 
Knapp,  were  born  in  Xew  b.ugland,  but  came 
to  Ossian  amoiig  tlie  first  settlers  in  1 8 14, 
while  the  last  war  with  England  was  in  prog- 
ress. At  that  time  Ossian  was  only  a  forest. 
They  purchased  a  tract  of  land,  and  built  a 
log  house,  which  is  still  standing,  though 
later  its  owner  erecteil  larger  frame  buildings. 
He  had  a  family  of  nine  or  ten  children,  and 
continued  to  li\-e  in  Ussian  until  his  death. 

Harvey  W.  Knapp  was  reared  a  farmer,  and 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  he  was 
twent}'-one,  when  he  began  working  by  the 
month  for  his  witeA  falhei',  .Mr.  Burrell. 
After  a  lime  he  bought  a  larm,  clearing  a 
large  part  of  it,  and  was  also  in  the  ]und)er 
trade.  He  died  March  8,  1895,  nearly  two 
years  atter  he  had  i)assed  his  eightieth  birth- 
day, March  13,  1893.  His  wife,  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  bdi/abeth  Burrell,  one  of  the 
eight  children  of  Isaac  Burrell,  an  early  set- 
tler, a  farmer  ami  lumberman,  who  also  ran  a 
saw-mill.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey  W.  Knapp 
reared  three  ch  i  Id  ren  -  Mar\'  ITi/abeth  Knap]), 
Margaret  J.  Knapp,  and  Isaac  1^.  Knapp,  the 
subject  ot  the  pie.->enl  sketch.  Tlieii'  niolhrr 
is  living,  having  pasNcd  the  si\l\-niulh  anni- 
versary of  her  birth,  August  13,  i8(;4.  Both 
of  her  ])ai"enls  attended  the  TresbN'terian 
ch u rch. 

Isaac  B.  Knapp  siient  his  eaily  veais  in  at- 
tending the  district  school:  ami,  remaining 
on  the  old  homestead  as  hi'  appioached  man- 
hootl,  he  worked  with  his  laUiei'  in  carrying 
on  both  that  and  an  adjoining  farm.  He  was 
marrieil  lA'bruary  i,  1881,  to  Inez  M.  Hess, 
daughter  of  Alfred  Hes.s,  a  worths  re[iresent- 
ative   ot   an   old   famil\'.     Inez  was   born  in 
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\\'a)hiiul,  and  was  one  ot  five  children;  but 
lier  |)arent.s  were  Ijorn  in  Steuben  C^'ount)'. 
Iler  i^raiullather  was  a  merchant  and  [ironii- 
nenl  man  in  IVik i ns\' i  1  le  and  hiler  a  resident 
(il  l)ans\ilk',  uiiere  he  died.  Isaac  15.  and 
Inez  Kna|)|)  ]ia\e  also  a  taniily  of  five  —  llar- 
\  e)-,  l'',\  a,  Xora,  .Mari;ai-et,  and  Dwight. 

Air.  Knapp  has  ser\'ed  lour  yeai's  as  justice 
of  the  I'eaee.  lie  has  also  held  the  ol'fice  ol 
iiispectoi-  ol  eleelions,  and  in  the  spring  ol 
iS()4  was  eleetedi  on  the  Republican  ticket  as 
Supervisor  lor  Iwo  yeaiv-,.  l,il<e  his  father,  he 
is  a  stanch  su[iporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
lie  is  chaiacleri/eil  as  an  active,  enterprising 
business  nui'a,  as  well  as  a  man  of  marked 
social  ailaptation.  The  family  attend  the 
I'resbyterian  church. 


^  1:NJAI\IIX  FARGO,    a  retired 

businessman  of  Warsaw,  X.Y.,  mnv 
engaged  as  a  collector,  was  born  one 
mile  and  a  half  north  of  the  \  illage, 
on  |une  lO,  1817.  I  I  is  i)atcrnal  grandfather, 
N'ehemiah  l'\n'go,  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
January  10,  1764,  and  came  to  \\')'oming 
County  in  ha\'ing  lived  in  Sandisheld 

and  (ireat  liarringtou,  Mass.,  and  at  Green 
]\.iver  and  in  Genesee,  X.V.  His  wife,  Mary 
Chapman,  was  the  mother  of  five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  ol  whom  a  little  boy  of  four 
was  tlrowned  and  a  little  girl  died  at  three 
yea.rs  of  age.  The  others  all  grew  to  matur- 
ity', and  l)ecame  heads  of  families,  Silas,  the 
eldest,  living  to  be  ninety-four.  Mrs.  b'argo, 
who  was  born  on  Christmas  Day,  17(^)4,  dietl 
December  1:?,  iS^i)-     ^Ii'-  I'argo  died  on  Oc- 


tober 1 


1  SjN. 


His  son  David,  the  lather  of  J5enjamin  V., 
was  a  nati\e  of  Mont\'ille,  Conn.,  in  which 
town  he  was  born  ()ctober  31,  I  786.  He  was 
married  twice.  His  hrst  wife,  Miss  I5ethia 
Da}',  to  wliom  lie  was  married  on  .Seijtember 
9,  1810,  lived  only  four  ye;irs  thereafter. 
.She  was  a  daughter  ol  h'lkanah  l)a\,  who 
came  to  Waisaw  irom  Attleboi'o,  \  t.,  in 
[806,  and  bore  her  husband  two  children,  a 
son  who  died  at  three  years  of  age  and  a 
daughter,  I'oUy,  who  became  the  wife  ot  Mr. 
Chaimcey    Kimball,    and    died    at  l^araboo, 


Wis.,  in  1890.  The  second  wife,  Mrs.  l)avitl 
h'argo,  was  I'lKcbe  Mason.  Mr.  l'^irg(j  was  a 
f.ii'mer  at  what  'vvas  then  |.:nown  as  the  h'oin' 
C(iniei"s,  in  the  town  ol  Waisaw.  lleie  most 
ol  his  lile  Was  spent,  and  here  wei'e  born  his 
ten  children,  ol  whom  six  sons  and  two 
daughters  reached  maturit\'.  The)'  weie: 
David  Mason  h'argo,  who  died  in  Kansas  in 
1 89ti,  leav  ing  a  famil\';  ISenjamin  h".,  \\  h(ise 
name  heads  this  memoir;  iJaiius  (_'.,  a  resi- 
dent ol  .Santa  Cruz,  Cal.,  who  is  noted  for  his 
naluial  mechanical  talent;  M)ron  1,.,  a 
farmer  ol  Attica;  h'rancis  1'".,  who  died  in 
lUilfalo  in  i8i)0,  aged  sixty-eight;  .\deline, 
the  widow  of  Alon/o  Choate,  of  Connecticut; 
Harrison,  who  served  three  years  in  the  kite 
Ci\'il  War,  ami  dietl  in  Olean,  X.Y.,  at  lilty- 
six  years  of  age;  and  Harriet,  the  wiilow  of 
Charles  L.  .Sea\'ei,  residing  iii  Connecticut. 
Harrison  Fargo  had  two  children  b)'  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Miss  Laura  Whalan.  ( )ne  daugh- 
ter, hlorenci-',  is  a  book-keeper  in  Glo\ei''s 
(h'v-goods  sttu'e;  the  other,  J-dorine,  in  Wells- 
N'ille,  N.Y.,  has  remarkable  musical  '  taKnt. 
-Mrs.  rh(ebe  h'argo  died  January  2\,  1850, 
age(.l  tifty-eiglit.  Her  husband  snrvixed  her 
five  years,  dying  May  16,  1855,  at  sixty-nine 
\'ears  of  age.  Mr.  h'ai'go  was  noted  for  his 
strong  religious  taith,  liis  pious  and  conscien- 
tious life,  and  his  remarkable  knowledge  of 
the  .Scriptures.  He  was  many  )'ears  aii  offi- 
cial in  the  Hajjtist  chin"ch  of  his  town.  He 
was  not  lacking  in  practical  capacity,  and  left 
an  estate  of  fifteen  thcuisantl  dollars  to  f)e 
divided  amoiig  his  heirs. 

Henjamin  h".  I'^o'go  left  the  disliict  school 
at  eighteen,  and  studied  tor  two  terms  at  the 
Wyondng  Academy,  alter  which  Ik-  learned 
the  trade  of  wcol-carding  and  cloth-di'osing 
under  his  firother-indavv,  Mr.  Chauncey  Kini- 
ball.  In  1839  "^vent  to  .Spring\'ille,  bale 
County,  wliere  he  was  emplo\'ed  in  the  cloth 
tactory  owned  by  l'~.  \\  .  Cook,  in  which  firm 
h.e  became  a  partner  two  years  later.  He 
came  to  Wai'saw  from  .Si)ringville  in  1849, 
and  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  his 
brother,  h'rancis  F.  h'argo,  under  the  lirm 
naiiie  of  V .  b".  l*'"argo  (.^  Co.,  whicli  in  1851 
was  changed  to  IC  I',  b'argo  i.X'  Co.,  l'"r,incis 
V.  bargo  leaving  the  business,  ;ind  his  lather. 
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I)a\i(l,  aiul  his  uncle,  Allen  I'^irj^o,  entering 
the  tirm.  When  the  fathei'  died,  in  1855, 
Benjamin  !■".  l'"aiL;i>  hee.une  scde  owner  of  the 
business,  and  ailded  theieto  trade  in  eoLuilry 
|iro(hnr,  wiiiih  he  I)oul;Iu  in  the  neighborhood 
and  shi[)ped  to  \rw  \'ork  C'il)-.  In  iS/ohe 
built  the  brick  block  at  No.  J  I  IMain  Street, 
which  has  been  occupietl  b)'  the  printing- 
oftices  of  the  IKinocialic  Or'!;aii  of  Warsaw. 
.After  u.-,in^-  part  (j1  this  liuiUling  for  a  year, 
Ml".  i"ar:;i)  leased  it  for  a  term  of  five  years  to 
James  \i.  iiishop  at  h\e  hundred  dollars  per 
\  ear,  retaining;  tlie  upper  lloor  for  offices.  In 
1876  he  aij.ain  used  this  buildinL^  as  a  grocery 
stole,  which  he  conducted  for  ten  years, 
finall}-  giving  it  up  to  the  management  of  his 
son,  Charles  H.,  who  had  been  his  salesman 
and  bookdxeepei'.  Mr.  h'argo  now  devotes  him- 
self to  collecting,  and  besides  hoUling  the  ofifice 
of  .School  Collector  is  very  successful  in  urging 
claims  for  the  merchants  of  the  vicinity. 

lie  was  married  in  .SpringviUe,  September 
II,  1841,  to  .Miss  Maria  I..  ISloomfield,  the 
onl\'  daughter  ot  lier  parents,  Jervis  and 
Saleiia  (Hatch)  1  llm mdiekl.  Her  father  was 
a  magistrate  oi  .SpringviUe,  and  belongs  to  an 
old  and  long-established  family  there.  One 
of  her  brothers,  Hiram,  a  farmer,  died  at 
si.xtv-eight  \ears  of  age.  'Idle  other  two  arc 
David  C,  of  Wotfield,  and  Homer,  who  lives 
in  California.  I\ir.  b'argo  lias  lost  one  daugh- 
tei',  IMay  S.,  who  died  at  fifteen  years  of  age, 
in  iMay,  1S77.  His  other  children  are: 
Charles  H.,  who  is  married,  antl  has  a  little 
daughter  of  six  }ears,  calleil  Mabel,  and  lives 
in  Warsaw,  and  Helen  M.  [-"ai'go,  also  a  resi- 
dent of  Warsaw.  Mrs.  IMaria  L.  Fargo  dietl 
in  1S75,  at  the  age  of  lifty  )'ears;  anil  Mr. 
l'"argo  was  again  married  on  November  I  I, 
1 879,  to  IMrs.  Calista  151o\\  ers,  daughter  of 
John  anl  Hetsy  (Webster)  'I'ruesdell.  Mrs. 
I''argo  has  lo^t  two  children  of  her  former  mar- 
riage—  a  son,  Cialusha  W.  lilowers,  a  volun- 
teer in  the  Commissary  I)c'|)artment  of  the 
Nineteenth  New  York  Cavalrw  under  Captain 
.Stimson,  who  si'ived  but  a  few  months,  and 
c.une  home  to  die  ol  consumption,  August  2, 
i8()2,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-two  years; 
and  ranline  Blowers,  who  died  November  27, 
1865,  aged  twent}'-four. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  i'argo  were  f(jrmerly  members 
of  the  Baptist  chuicli,  but  have  since  jidiieil 
the  ( 'ongregat  ioiial  in  w  hicli  church  the 
former  i>  now  a  Heaion.  .Mi.  b'.ii-go  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  has  lillcd  man}'  offices 
in  Warsaw,  among  which  inspector  nl  elec- 
tions, town  Collei'tor.  and  (  onstable  ma\'  be 
noted.  I'or  twelve  \'e.irs  he  was  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  of  the  Water  ;ind  Gas  \\^;rks, 
in  which  he  owned  stock.  Mr.  Benjamin  V. 
I'^argo  lias  been  (me  of  the  successful  citi/ens 
of  a  town  remarkable  for  ha\dng  been  the 
birthidace  of  some  of  New  ^'ork"s  best  t\'i)es 
of  Northern  character. 


K.  (.i:()RGl':  W.  SMITH,  some  of 
whose  woiulerful  cures  as  a  magnetic 
healer  lia\ e  been  published  in  the 
cidumns  of  the  Bu.ston  Cojh^)-ii:;at  ion - 
alist  and  authenticated  by  Dr.  Foster  of  that 
city,  was  born  on  May  16,  181  5.  Dr.  .Smith's 
father,  Cidoncl  (ieorge  W.  .Smith,  was  born 
in  Dorset,  \'t.,  March  1779,  while  his 
parents  were  en  mute  from  .Scituate,  R.I.,  to 
Clarendon,  Rutland  Counts,  \'t.  Joseph 
Smith,  the  proj^enitor  of  this  tamil}',  came 
from  North  undjcrland,  luigland,  to  North 
Carolina.  His  ilescendants  moved  to  Rhode 
Islantl;  ami  of  these  John  Smith,  of  Scituate, 
was  the  great-grandfather  of  George  W. 
Smith,  wdiose  ancestral  lineage  and  personal 
history  is  recorded  in  the  ]n"esent  sketch. 

John  .Smith  married  a  Miss  Hopkins,  a  near 
relative  of  .Stephen  Hoi:)kins,  signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  I ndepLMulence,  and  connected 
with  some  ol  the  ino>t  [)romiiK'nt  iamilies  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Their  six  sons  --Richard,  Joseph,  jona- 
than,  O/iel,  Thomas,  and  Hope  .Smith  --all 
served  in  the  Re\  1  ilut ionary  arm\',  either  as 
commissioned  olflcers  or  common  soldieis. 
The  fourth  son,  O/iel,  was  the  giMiulfather  of 
the  original  of  this  memoir.  He  married 
Margaret  Walton,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirt\-six  years  in  (  larendon.  \  t.,  on  June 
10,  1793.  .Some  (if  Margaret "s  relati\-es  held 
office  under  the  ro\'al  go\-ernnient  at  the  time 
of  the  breaking  out  ot  the  Rex'olution,  ami 
adhered   to   it>   cause.     Most  of  them  were, 
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however,  Quakers,  who  sided  with  the 
colonies. 

C(jloiiel  Geori^e  \V.  Smith's  early  opportu- 
nities lor  education  were  limited,  owing  to 
the  scant  resources  of  a  sparsely  settled  coun- 
try. While  working  at  the  carpenter's  and 
joiner's  trade,  he  used  to  study  in  the  even- 
ing hy  the  light  of  a  fire,  which  he  replen- 
ished with  ouL'  liand  trom  a  pile  of  shavings 
while  he  lieKl  the  hook  in  the  other.  In  this 
wa\'  he  fitted  himself  to  teach  in  the  common 
scliools.  lie  afterward  studied  surveying, 
which  in  connection  with  farming  he  made 
the  principal  business  of  his  life  in  later 
years.  In  the  winter  of  1798  he  came  from 
X'ermont  to  Lima,  then  Charlestown,  N.Y., 
in  the  employment  of  John  Roberts,  driving 
a  team  of  two  )-oke  of  oxen  and  a  horse  laden 
with  agricultural  implements.  The  journey 
was  completed  in  twenty-two  days,  and  he 
arrived  at  his  destination  in  February.  He 
remained  in  Lima  until  spring,  then  moved  to 
Livonia,  and  from  thence  to  Pittstown,  where 
he  worked  with  John  Wolcott  at  the  carpen- 
ter's trade.  In  181  3  he  worked  on  the  court- 
house at  Batavia,  and  in  the  autumn  erected  a 
saw-mill  for  the  Holland  Land  Company  at 
Oak  Orchards  Vails,  now  Medina,  N.Y. 

He  married  Miss  Sally  Woodruff  in  Janu- 
ar)',  1807.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Nathan 
Woodruff,  who  came  from  Litchfield,  Conn.  ; 
and  it  is  handed  tlown  in  the  family  history 
that  she  made  the  journey  on  horseback, 
cai'rying  a  weaver's  reed  in  her  lap  to  use  in 
the  new  country.  Mrs.  Smith  was  a  woman 
of  beauty  of  mind  as  well  as  of  person.  She 
was  of  an  unusually  strong  and  robust  consti- 
tution until  she  was  bitten  by  a  rattlesnake, 
when  she  was  a  girl  of  nineteen.  The  poison 
rankled  in  her  system  ever  after,  filling  her 
remaining  years  with  suffering,  which  only 
ended  with  her  death.  She  died  on  the  Colo- 
nel Smith  homestead  in  Livonia,  February 
17,  1835,  aged  fifty-one  years. 

After  holding  the  office  of  Ensign  and  Cap- 
tain of  a  regiment  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  William  Wadsworth,  George  W. 
Smith,  the  elder,  was  commissioned  First 
Major  of  the  regiment  under  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Joseph  W.  Lawrence  in   181  I.     In  1816 


he  was  promoted  anil  commissioned  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  (jf  the  \ i nety-fourth  Regiment  of 
Infantry  by  (jowrnor  Tompkins,  and  in  181 7 
was  connnissioncil  a  C(douel  ol  the  same  regi- 
ment by  (joveiaior  Clinton.  At  the  attack  (;f 
(_)ueenstown  he  unfurled  the  Ameidcan  c(dors, 
which  he  held  while  the  forces  passed  saiely 
over  under  tlu'  constant  fire  of  the  Hritish  ar- 
tiller).  Colonel  Smith  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  J'eace  lor  eight  }'ears,  was  the 
fir.st  re|)resentative  of  Li\'onia,  which  name  he 
selected  f(n-  tliat  town,  and  sat  in  the  legislat- 
ure of  1822,  where  he  wore  a  suit  of  clothes 
made  from  wool  grown  from  his  own  slieeps' 
backs  and  spun  by  his  wife.  In  iSoo  he  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  voted 
at  every  succeeding  Presidential  election  until 
that  of  1873,  about  five  weeks  before  his 
death.  He  died  in  Rochester,  whither  he  had 
moved  from  Livonia,  on  December  9,  1873, 
aged  ninety-four  years  nine  months  and  six 
days.  His  seven  sons  were:  Lewis  P^dwin, 
born  November  25,  1812;  George  Wolcott, 
born  May  16,  1815;  Daniels  Oziel,  born  PY-b- 
ruary  20,  18 19,  and  foiu"  others  who  died 
young. _ 

Lewis  K.  attended  the  Cambridge  Univer- 
sity Law  School  under  Judge  Stor\'  and  .Simon 
Greenleaf,  and  practised  his  profession  in 
Livonia,  where  he  heUl  some  offices,  includ- 
ing that  of  Supervisor,  representative  of  the 
Count)'  of  Li\'ingston  in  the  legislature  in 
1S68  and  l86(j,  and  moved  with  his  family  to 
Rochester  in  1871,  where  he  now  li\-e^. 

Daniels  0/iel  became  totally  blind  at  thir- 
teen years  of  age,  and  was  sent  to  the  .School 
for  the  151iml  in  New  York,  where  he  (Ie\-oted 
his  time  to  the  htudy  ot  music.  He  died  in 
1854,  at  thirty-five  )'ears  of  age. 

George  Wolcott  .Smith,  after  studNing  in 
the  district  schools  of  Livonia  and  tlie  Canan- 
tlaigua  and  Geneseo  Academies,  was  graduated 
from  Hamilton  College.  He  then  took  a 
course  of  medicine  in  a  medical  college  in 
New  York  City,  in  which  place  he  began  to 
practise  his  |)rofessi(jn.  His  singular  power 
as  a  magnetic  healer  lias  caused  much  interest 
among  all  classes,  rendering  liis  name  famous 
far  and  near.  People  al'liicted  bv  Idindness, 
deafness,    and    lameness   flocked   to   h\m  for 
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treatment;  and  some  of  his  cures  indeed  seem 
miraculous.  Surel)'  of  all  gifts  the  gift  of 
allex-iating  the  sufferings  of  humanity  must 
bring  more  real  ha])i)iness  to  its  possessor 
than  an)'  other.  l'"or  fourteen  years  he  con- 
tinued the  exercise  of  his  magnetic  gift,  and 
his  patients  were  among  the  most  prominent 
ill  the  metropolis.  In  iSS_'  he  came  to  Li- 
\-onia,  where  he  has  remained. 

Dr.  George  \V.  Smith  married  Miss  Buck, 
a  daughter  of  Se\-mour  Buck.  Mrs.  Smith's 
father  was  a  grand-nephew  of  Roger  Sherman 
of  historic  fame.  'I'hey  have  no  children. 
Dr.  Smith  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Re- 
publican part)'  in  KS54,  and  he  has  always 
l)een  faithful  to  its  tenets. 


fOIIN  D.  WIIFJCLICR,  a  well-known 
assessor  in  the  town  of  Leicester,  Liv- 
ingston Count)-,  N.Y.,  was  born  in 
Shaftsbury,  \'t.,  March  19,  1827, 
when  John  (juincy  Adams  was  President. 
Shatlrach  Wheeler,  his  father,  was  a  farmer, 
anil  continued  to  li\'e  in  \'ermont  until  1833, 
the  )'ear  of  Clay's  Compromise  Act,  when, 
with  wife  and  se\'en  children,  he  came  to  Liv- 
ingston Count)-,  making  the  entire  journey 
with  teams.  lie  bought  a  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  the  town  of  Leicester,  a  hun- 
dred acres  of  it  being  already  cleared,  and 
coi-itaining  a  set  of  log  Iniildings,  such  as  were 
in  vogue  at  that  time.  i\Ir.  Wheeler  devoted 
his  time  to  farming  interests,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six.  His  wife,  a  native  of 
Henningtoii,  \'t.,  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Millington,  a  pioneer  of  that  place.  She 
reared  a  family  of  eight  chiUlren,  and  died  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two.  Mr.  Mil- 
lington was  born  in  Rhotle  Island.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Re)-noUls,  who  became  the  mother 
of  twelve  children.  The  [)aternal  grandpar- 
ents of  our  subject  were  fine-grained  New 
I'-ngland  people,  who  alwa)'s  resided  there. 
The  grandfather  was  a  soldier  of  the  Re\'o- 
1 ut  ion . 

To  return  now  to  John  I).  Wheeler,  who 
was  but  six  )-ears  of  age  when  he  came  to 
Leicester  with  his  parents,  l)ut  reniembers 
many  incidents  of  the  journey  and  of  his  early 


life.  He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  was  engaged  ii-i  farming  in  this  town  until 
the  Civil  War  was  in  progress,  when  in  iSGi 
he  started  tor  California  via  I'anama.  lie 
followed  mining  for  two  years,  and  then  re- 
turned to  the  sanie  farm  which  he  still  owns 
and  occuj)ies.  It  is  a  tine,  well-improved 
f.u-m  of  [wo  hundred  acre^,  located  near  the 
village  of  MosC(jw. 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  married  at  the  age  of 
thirty  in  1857  to  Martha,  daughter  of  J. ones 
Budrow.  She  was  a  nati\'e  of  Leicester;  but 
her  father  was  born  ii-i  .Schenect:tdy,  N.^'., 
the  home  of  her  paternal  grandjjarents.  His 
father  was  of  I'rench  descent  on  the  paternal 
side,  the  original  spelling  (jf  the  name  being 
Butlreau,  while  his  mother  was  a  Gen-nan. 
Janies  Budrow  was  a  fine  wood  carver,  but  tlid 
not  follow  this  jiursuit.  He  came  to  Leices- 
ter a  young  man,  married  here,  bought  a  tract 
of  land,  and  erected  the  lo--  house  in  which 
Mrs.  Wheeler  was  born.  He  ai-id  liis  wife, 
Louisa  Dryer,  reared  tiiirteeii  children.  1  fe 
devoted  his  time  to  clearing  land  and  tilling 
the  soil,  continuing  to  reside  on  the  san-ie 
farn-i  until  his  death,  at  sixty-one  years  of 
aire,  his  w-idow  sur\'i\-in'''  hin-i  to  the  ai;e  of 
eighty-three. 

Mrs.  Wheeler's  mother  was  born  in  tlie 
town  of  Rai-idolph,  \'t.,  beii-ig  a  daughter  of 
Jesse  Dryer,  a  native  of  the  same  ])lace. 
His  earliest  known  ancestor  w-as  Williani 
Dryer,  who  went  froni  Geri-nany  to  b,ngland. 
J(j]-in  Dryer,  son  of  William,  at  the  age  of 
twenty  was  pressed  011  boai-d  a  British  war- 
ship, and  brought  to  America.  He  descried 
on  arri\'ing  here,  and  settled  in  l!oston, 
Mass.,  where  he  coiitinued  to  follow  his  trade 
as  a  weaver.  He  became  prosperous,  and 
lived  to  the  age  of  one  hundred  years,  death 
resulting  then  Iron-i  an  injury  received  b)- 
being  thrown  iium  a  hor^e.  His  son,  also 
named  John,  married  Mary  Reed ;  and  they 
were  the  jxirents  of  Jesse  l)r)ei-,  who  removed 
fron-i  W'rmont  to  New  V(jrk  State  in  1814, 
accon-ipan ied  by  his  wife  and  eight  childien, 
11-iaking  the  journey  with  teams.  He  settled 
in  X'ictor,  Ontario  Coui-it)',  where  he  remained 
two  )'ears,  when  he  remo\'ed  to  Leicester. 
Thence  he  went  to  Cienesee  County,  and  trom 
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tliere  to  Springfield,  111.,  where  he  died  at  the 
a^e  of  ninety-six  )'eais.  His  wife,  whose 
name  was  i'amelia  Nelf,  was  a  descendant  of 
the  Connet'tieut  tamily  of  Wolcotts.  She 
spent  the  last  of  her  life  in  Leicester.  Mr. 
Wheeler  is  a  Re|)nhlican.  lie  has  three  chil- 
dren -  (rr.ice,  Manila,  and  John.  Grace  mar- 
ried John  Millan,  and  has  three  children — ■ 
Stanle\',  Bessie,  anil  I'lleanor.  Martha  mar- 
ried Otto  Redans. 

"Indolence  is  staL;"nat ion .  limployment  is 
life."  .So  wrote  the  Latin  author,  Seneca; 
and  the  aphorism  is  well  exemplified  in  the 
husv  careers  set  lorth  in  this  volume. 


ter  and 


I'XJAMIN  GOV  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont on  August  31,  1806.  His 
father,  Reuben  Coy,  was  a  man  of 
more  than  usual  strength  of  charac- 
detei  ni  inat  ion  ol  purpose.  He  was  a 
carpenter  and  joiner  ]))■  tratle,  and  came  to 
Livonia  in  1  cS  1  1  on  foot.  On  his  return  for 
his  famil}'  he  stopped  at  Gazenovia,  where  he 
worked  at  his  ti'ade  for  his  brother-in-law, 
while  the  latter  went  to  Vermont  and  brought 
the'  fiunil)'  there.  They  then  came  with  him 
in  a  lumber  wagon  to  Livonia.  Here  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  town  he  lived  for  a  time 
in  the  house  of  Robert  Adams,  ami  secured 
whatever  \\(m1<  he  C(juld.  In  1822  he  went  to 
Ogden,  where  he  l)ought  a  farm,  which  he 
cultivated  for  five  \'ears.  His  final  change  of 
residence  was  to  the  town  of  Ann  y\rbor, 
Mich.,  where  he  together  with  his  sons  set- 
tled u|ion  a  farm,  and  where  he  died. 

His  wife  was  Miss  Sarah  Ghambers;  and  to 
them  fi\'e  sons  and  four  daughters  were  born 
in  the  following  order:  Ladocia,  Delilah, 
Almira,  Benjamin,  Royal  B.,  Horace,  Loren, 
Chandler,  and  l'~.mily. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Goy,  the  sole  surviving  mem- 
ber of  the  family,  and  the  original  of  this 
biogra])hical  sketch,  was  educated  in  Livonia, 
in  which  place  he  remained  when  his  father 
went  West.  h"or  seven  years  and  a  half  he 
applied  himself  tliligently  to  acquiring  the 
trades  of  tanner,  currier,  and  shoemaker  under 
Mr.  George  Pratt,  with  whom  he  afterward 
engaged    in    business    for    three  years,  anil 


whose  daughter  Charlotte  became  his  wife  in 
1829.  He  sold  out  to  his  father-in-lau ,  and 
biuight  a  fai'm,  wliich  he  has  eontiiaied  to 
manage  e\'er  since.  Mrs.  Charlotte  i'latt  Coy 
died  October  1,  18^2,  leaving  a  dau_;hlei-, 
Charlotti;  M.,  who  slill  li\rs  wilh  lier  father; 
and  ill  tlie  couisr  ol  time  Mi'.  ( 'o\  was  mar- 
ried again  to  Miss  Caroline  Reed,  a  daughter 
of  Wheeler  and  01  i\  e  (  R  isdeii )  Reed.  I'oiu' 
sons  and  one  daughter  were  born  of  this  union 
—  Samuel  B.,  who  died  during  the  Januar}'  of 
1894;  lulwin  R.;  Justus  !'".  ;  Reuben  W.  ; 
and  CaiDline,  who  died  when  eighteen  days 
old. 

Samuel  left  six  children  in  Michigan,  as 
follows:  lulwin  L.,  Mary  li.,  Louis  B.,  l~lora 
1).,  Myron  L,  i-^iid  Theodore  S.  His  wife, 
the  mother  i;f  these  childi'en,  was  formerly 
Miss  Mar\'  J.  Gibbs,  of  Livonia.  I'Mwin 
married  Miss  ranees  ]■"..  b'owder,  and  lives  on 
the  homestead,  ol  \\hii.h  he  has  entire  contr(d. 
Their  children  are:  Adella  V.,  (Caroline  IC, 
Benjamin  L.,  Charlotte  11.,  lilanche  M., 
Reuben  W.,  Lmil\'  R.  Justus  h\  married 
Miss  Delia  Clark,  of  Massachusetts,  and  is 
now  living  in  Independence,  la.  ;  he  has  no 
child.  Reulieii,  whose  wife's  maiden  name 
was  Helen  Thaver,  has  four  chihJreu  — 
Charles  IL,  Grace,  blrnest  O.,  and  Helen; 
he  lives  in   Alden,  Mich. 

Mr.  Coy  h;is  held  several  ollices  in  his  tow  11 
and  couiity,  among  others  that  of  inspiectoi-  of 
elections  and  School  Trustee.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  h'iist  I'lx-sbvte- 
rian  church,  of  which  he  has  been  a  Deacon 
for  a  period  of  thirtv  }ears.  His  first  I'resi- 
dential  vote  was  cast  (dv  J.  (_'.  .\dams,  and  he 
has  been  a  firm  supporter  of  the  pi'inclplcs  of 
Republicanism  since  the  partv  known  as  Re- 
publiean  first  promulgated  its  |)rinci[iles. 


l^NRY  L.  SHARP,  farmer,  a  highly 
— .  I  respected  citi/en  ol  ^Mount  Morris, 
tg  I  Livingston  County,  N.Y..  whei'e 
he  has  been  a  resident  for  many 
years,  was  born  in  Sjiringport,  Cayuga 
County,  August  6,  1825.  His  grandfather, 
Andrew  Sharp,  who  was  a  native  of  Holland, 
came  to  Ainei  ica  with  a  brother.  Henrv,  when 
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a  young-  man,  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Kin- 
tlcidiook,  Cidunihia  Count)',  N.Y.  He  niar- 
l  ied  a  Mis^  liojaixius,  and  for  some  time  they 
made  their  home  in  tluit  count)';  but  at  length 
the)'  removed  to  Cayuga  County.  After  many 
years  of  useful  toil  ihey  were  gatheretl  to 
their  rest,  <irandfather  Sha]-|)  being  ninety-two 
years  of  age  at  the  lime  ot  his  tleath. 

His  son  ICphrairn,  the  faliiei'  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  burn  in  Kinderhook,  and 
there  grow  ing  to  manhodd  learned  the  tailor's 
trade.  He  resided  in  .Springport,  Cayuga 
Ciiunt)',  for  a  numbei'  uf  )  ears,  and  thence  in 
i8j6  i-emo\'ed  to  Lix  ingston  County,  arriving 
the  Ridge  about  the  i  ^t  of  May,  the  jour- 
ne)'  beiii-  made  in  teams.  He  purchased 
ninel\'-nine  acres  nf  buul.  sixty  of  which  were 
cleared,  the  rest  being  covereil  with  timber, 
and  here  lived  in  a  log  cabin  for  a  few  years, 
after  whicli  he  built  a  fi'ame  house.  In  those 
(la)s  no  road^  or  railruads  sliortened  the  dis- 
tances Ix-tween  towns;  and  .Mount  Morris  was 
then  a  small  \illage,  surrounded  by  woods, 
where  deer  and  other  game  roamed  at  will. 
The  wh.eat  was  carried  to  Rochester  to  be 
grouncl;  and  all  the  cuoking  was  done  at  the 
great  hreplace,  a  necessary  feature  of  the  old 
log  cabin.  l^phi'aim  .Shar|)  served  bravely  in 
the  War  of  I S  i  j .  He  worked  at  his  trade 
lUiring  the  fall  a)id  winter,  but  devoted  hi.s 
time  to  farming  the  rest  of  the  year,  and  died 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
His  wife,  Anna  Johnson,  of  Columbia,  daugh- 
ter of  Abram  Johnson,  tlied  at  the  age  ot 
sevent)'-eight  years.  The)'  reared  the  follow- 
ing children:  Andrew  J.,  Mary  J.,  Helen, 
Almira,  b'h  ira,  Henry  L.,  l''.phraim,  and  D. 
.Sharp. 

ilenr)'  L.,  one  of  the  younger  sons  of 
l  '.|)hi  aim  and  Anna  ( Jnhnsnn  )  .Sharp,  was  but 
an  infant  when  his  parents  removed  to  Mount 
Morris,  and  ha\'ing  cnntinued  to  reside  here 
since  that  time  remembers  no  other  home. 
lla\'ing  no  incliiuition  lor  a  sedentary  employ- 
ment, he  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  has 
followed  that  healthful,  useful,  and  honorable 
occupation  with  untiring  energy  aiul  with 
graCd'N'ing  success  fmm  his  )'(aith.  In  1855 
he  married  Miss  Mar\'  I'.mnions,  who  was  born 
in  Xunda,  daughter  ot  John  and  Zilpha  (Met- 


ier) Mmmons,  of  New  Jerse)-.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sharp  have  two  children  —  lA'a  A.,  wife  of 
Da\id  .Mcllerron,  and  Chailes  X.  In  politics 
Mr.  ShariJ  is  a  su[)i)orter  of  the  Democratic 
party. 


7TAlH':sri';R  a.  cole,  who  died  at  his 
I  \y  home  in  Warsaw,  N.Y.,  Hecembei' 
^is  ^  3,  1894,  having  almost  reached 
sevent)'-se\'en  years  of  age,  was 
born  in  Gorham,  Ontario  Count)'.  IHs 
father,  Southwert  Cole,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Ontario  County,  marrietl  Miss  Mary 
Adams,  who  belongetl  t(j  the  well-known  fam- 
ily of  wliich  Pi'esitlent  Adams  was  a  mend)er. 
Of  their  thirteen  children  six  sons  and  six 
daughters  grew  to  maturit)'.  'Jdiree  of  the 
former  and  two  of  the  latter  are  still  living, 
though  in  widely  sepiai'ate  regions  of  the  coun- 
trv.  Mr.  .Southwert  Cole  died  in  Gainesville 
in  1850,  at  sixty-eiglit  years  of  age.  His 
widow  suiN'ived  him  fifteen  )'ears,  li\'ing  t.) 
the  age  of  se\'ent)-six  years. 

Chester  A.  Cole  married  Aliss  Lucia 
Amelia  Fargo,  a  daughter  of  .•\llen  and  Pull)' 
(Merchant )  Fargo.  She  was  born  in  W^irsaw 
in  the  old  house  on  the  corner  of  ALain  and 
Livingston  Streets,  the  oldest  portion  of 
wdiich  was  built  by  her  father.  Mr.  ]•~arg^) 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  in  1802, 
and  was  an  infant  of  two  years  of  age  when 
his  [xirents  came  to  W'arsaw.  His  parents, 
Nehemiali  and  ]\Iary  (Chapman)  I-'argo,  were 
among  the  first  emigrants,  taking  up  a  tract  of 
land  which  extendetl  for  a  mile  along  the  \al- 
ley,  and  u|)on  which  a  large  proportion  of  the 
present  \'illage  stands.  Nehemiah  b~argo  set 
out  the  first  orchard  that  was  ever  planted  in 
the  wilderness  of  W)'oming  County,  ami 
the  abundant  crop  of  tlelicious  plums  and 
apples  that  ai'e  to-tlay  enjoyed  by  his  de- 
scendants bears  testimony  to  his  thrift  and 
foresight.  He  dieil  in  1 829,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years.  His  widow  outlix'ed  him 
ten  years,  d)'ing  in  1839.  They  reared  six 
children,  all  ol  whom  are  uuw  dead.  Six 
generations  of  the  family  lie  at  rest  in  the 
vi  1  lage  cemeter)'. 

Lucia  w.is  the  onl)-  daughter  of  her  p.uents 
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who  grew  up.  Two  sisters  died  in  early  child- 
hood. All  older  Ijruther,  IMarvin,  died  in 
1S78,  at  lifty-t\V()  )'eurs  of  age;  and  Wheeler, 
another  brother,  died  in  1863,  ageti  thirty. 
Lueia  A.  I'argo  completed  her  education 
under  tlie  care  uf  Miss  Sill  of  the  village 
seininar\',  and  under  her  mother's  tutelage  at 
home  afterward  became  versed  in  those 
equally  essential  arts  nf  housewifery,  which 
are  so  necessary  to  the  woman  who  intends  to 
take  upon  lierself  the  resjjonsibility  some  day 
of  a  home  and  famil)'.  She  was  marided  at 
eighteen,  and  her  wedded  life  extended  over  a 
peidod  of  forty-se\'en  )'ears  of  tender  de\'otion 
and  congenial  comixmionship.  Chester  A. 
Cole,  who  won  her  maitlen  heart  and  hand, 
was  when  a  )oung  man  a  stove  merchant  at 
Cuylerville  on  the  Genesee  Valley  Canal. 
Some  years  after  marriage  they  moved  on  to 
their  farm  near  Warsaw,  where  they  remained 
for  twelve  years.  At  a  later  period  they  occu- 
pied a  farm  which  he  owned  just  outside  the 
village,  living  there  a  score  of  years,  or  until 
they  moved  into  Warsaw.  In  1889  they  took 
possession  of  their  commodious  and  attractive 
new  home,  at  N(j.  12  Grove  Street.  Here 
since  the  tieath  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Cole  has 
continued  to  reside  witli  her  unmarried  son, 
Johii.  The  other  surviving  children  of  this 
family  are:  Mary,  now  Mrs.  L.  De  Wist 
Johnson,  li\dng  near  her  mother;  Charles 
Sumner,  who  marrietl  Miss  Ida  Murrey,  and 
has  one  son,  h'rank  Mui'rey  Cole,  a  promising 
lad  of  ele\'en  ;  linnna  J.,  who  married  Charles 
Owen,  and  lives  in  the  neighborhood.  Be- 
sides these  was  an  infant  daughter,  whose 
little  life  gladdened  the  home  of  her  parents 
only  for  the  brief  space  of  sixteen  months. 
Mrs.  Cede  is  much  respected  for  womanly 
virtues,  and  is  univei'sally  beloved  for  her 
kind  heart  and  gentle  manner. 

Mr.  Cole,  who  was  a  man  of  careful  and 
methodical  habit,  and  equable  temperament, 
was  a  firm  Republican  in  politics.  Though 
usually  engaged  in  business  requiring  his  per- 
sonal attention,  he  )-et  found  some  time  to 
serve  tlie  puldic  in  the  capacity  of  Under 
Sheriff.  On  a  preceding  page  may  be  seen  a 
portrait  of  this  industrious,  loyal,  and  order- 
loving  citizen,   wliose  departure  is  so  recent 


that  his  friends  hardl\-  realize  as  )'et  that  he 
is  gone  iience  to  return  no  more. 


\V*AYII'I-^^^^^    NORMAN    \^\N  ORS- 
\^      DAM-:,  a  worthy  citi/en  of  Mount 
'  Mori  is,  was  Ixirn   in  this  town,  and 

has  here  lix'ed  tliroughout  his  entire  life.  lie 
is  a  son  of  Henry  \^in  ()isdale,  a  native  of 
Ca)aiga  Count)'.  The  [xuents  (jf  tlie  latter 
came  from  renns}d\ania  to  Yoik  State  on  foot. 
They  had  but  one  horse;  and  across  it^  Ixick 
they  [Hit  a  bedtick,  and  put  the  children  in 
each  end  of  the  tick  "to  balance."  Tliey 
settled  in  Ca\'uga  Count)'. 

Henry  Win  ()i"stiale  came  to  Mount  Moi'i  is 
when  a  young  man,  and  was  amcjng  the  early 
settlers  of  tlie  town.  I'urchasing  a  tract  of 
land  about  four  miles  south  of  the  \'illage,  he 
erectetl  a  log  house,  and  with  his  wite  com- 
menced housekeeping.  Tliere  wei'c  no  rail- 
roads or  canals  in  the  State  at  that  time;  ami 
he  was  obliged  to  take  his  wheat  b)'  teiuii 
to  Moscow  Landing,  where  it  s(dd  for  thirty 
cents  ])er  buslicl.  b'or  many  )'ears  lie  used 
only  oxen  on  the  farm,  which  )eai"  hy  \ear  he 
improved,  erecting  substantial  IniiUlings.  He 
was  a  hard  workei",  ne\'e]'  spending  a  moment 
in  idleness,  antl,  after  working  all  da\'  at  clear- 
ing the  land  or  jjutting  in  crops,  would  spend 
the  rest  of  his  time  in  his  cooper-shop.  He 
also  matle  all  the  shoes  for  his  famil\".  Here 
he  resitled  until  his  tieatli,  which  occurred  sud- 
denly, while  lie  was  sitting  in  his  ihair  at 
breakfast  nn  the  morning  of  (iood  l-'rid.i)', 
1886.  He  had  attained  the  \'enerable  age  of 
eighty-three  )ears,  and  was  the  oldest  settler 
in  the  town.  When  he  came  to  Livingston 
Count)',  he  possessed  but  three  hundred  tKdlars 
in  money,  but  at  his  death  owned  two  lunnlred 
and  tiii'ee  acies  of  land  in  a  liodw  his  home, 
and  eighty  acres  in  the  .State  of  (  )liio,  and  did 
not  owe  a  dollar.  lie  married  Ann  Selo\er,  a 
native  of  Ca)'uga  Count\';  and  dui-ing  their 
early  wedded  life,  in  atldition  to  her  liousehold 
duties,  she  s])un  all  the  flax  and  wool  for  liotli 
the  clothes  of  the  family  and  tlie  bedding. 
The)'  became  the  pai'cnts  of  eight  children  — 
Peter,  Rebecca,  John,  Hetsc)'  A.,  Mar)  J., 
George,  Chailes,  and  William  Noi'nian. 
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William  Xonnaii  \'an  ( )r.s(lale  received  his 
earl)'  education  in  the  district  school,  and  later 
attendeil  Alfred  Centre  Academ\-.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  taught  school  for  one  term, 
and  then  engaged  in  business  in  IVIt)unt  Mor- 
ris, continuing  for  six  )ears.  In  1878  he 
marrietl  Mi^s  Sarah  A.  \'an  ()istlale,  ol  Co- 
lumbia Cit\,  Ind.,  a  danghtei"  of  Curlus  Van 
()r>dale;  and  (jf  this  union  there  are  five  chil- 
dren—  Junma  I).,  Harry  II.,  Walter  N., 
Mable  K. ,  and  Ruth.  .Soon  after  his  marriage 
Air.  Van  ( )rsdale  settletl  on  the  farm  that  he 
now  occupies,  about  four  miles  from  Mount 
Morris.;  and  here  he  i^.  engaged  in  general 
farming. 

Mr.  \'an  ()i"S(lale  was  for  many  years  a 
Democrat,  but  now  su|)|)orts  the  People's 
Part\'.  lie  is  universal Iv  respected  in  social 
and  pcjlitical  life. 


(^OSl'PIi  D.  LEWIS,  a  widely  known 
woid  tlealer  antl  auctioneer  of  Geneseo, 
N.\'.,  was  born  at  Vork,  Livingston 
County,  April  13,  1833.  His  father, 
Samuel  Lewis,  who  was  a  native  of  Salem, 
N.J.,  came  to  Livingston  County  about  the 
year  18 17,  ami  was  here  trained  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  Ha\  ing  been  a  pioneer  in  the 
early  da)'s  of  the  settlement  of  the  town  of 
York,  he  lived  for  a  time  in  a  log  house, 
which  was  eventually  replaced  by  one  of 
brick.  While  quite  3'oimg,  however,  he  went 
to  Philadelphia,  where  he  learned  the  mason's 
trade,  after  which  he  settled  in  Geneseo,  and 
established  himself  as  a  contractor  and 
builder. 

Samuel  Lewis  followed  this  occupation  in 
Geneseo  f(H-  many  years,  electing  all  of  the 
brick  buildings  for  the  Wadswiu'ths  and  other 
proniinent  founders  of  industrial  enterprises 
in  the  town  and  x'icinity,  becoming  closely 
identified  with  ])ublic  affairs,  and  being  active 
in  forwariling  all  important  measures  of  inter- 
est to  the  general  community.  He  was  a 
Whig  in  politics,  later  a  Republican,  and 
exercised  considerable  political  influence. 
He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  sixteen  years. 
He  was  a  leading  memljer  of  the  Episcopal 
church,    in   which   he  served  as  Vestryman, 


Warden,  and  Treasurer.  I'he  old  church  may 
be  said  to  have  been  the  work  of  his  hands, 
he  having  the  contract  for  putting  up  the 
building;  and,  when  it  outgrew  its  seating 
capacity,  and  another  was  necessary  with 
which  to  accommodate  the  rapiilly  increasing 
attendance,  .Samuel  Lewis,  though  perhaps 
too  advanceil  in  years  to  complete  the  struct- 
ure, laid  the  first  twelve  l)ricks  in  its  founda- 
tion. He  dietl  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years. 

The  maiden  name  of  Mr.  Joseph  D.  Lewis's 
mother,  wife  of  Samuel  Lewis,  was  Anna 
Maria  Knisell.  Slie  was  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, and  came  to  America  with  her  parents, 
who  settled  in  Philadelphia.  Her  father  be- 
came prominently  engaged  in  the  milling 
business,  but  suffered  severe  losses,  having 
in  all  five  mills  swcjjt  away  by  floods.  The 
parents  died  in  Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Lewis 
herself  died  at  York  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  having  reared  ten  out  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren. She  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
church  fifty  years.  The  following  is  a  list  of 
the  brcjthers  and  sisters  of  Jose|)h,  all  of  wIkjiu 
are  now  deceaseil :  Alartha,  Rachel,  Marie, 
Lizzie,  Sarah,  Belle,  Hobart,  Samuel,  and 
George.     Four  died  young. 

Josc[)h  D.  Lewis,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
passeil  his  boyhood  in  York,  and  was  educated 
at  York  and  the  high  school  of  Geneseo.  He 
remained  with  his  jjarents  until  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Cohoes,  where 
he  became  agent  and  overseer  of  the  woollen 
mills  in  that  place.  He  bought  the  raw 
material,  handletl  the  products  of  the  mills, 
and  had  entire  charge  of  the  industry  for  fi\e 
years.  He  then  settled  in  Geneseo,  where  he 
has  since  been  engaged  as  a  wool  dealer  and 
auctioneer.  He  has  also  been  a  d'.'aler  in  real 
estate,  buying  ami  selling  as  opportunity 
offered.  He  owned  the  farm  where  the  salt 
shaft  is  now  locatetl,  which  is  one  of  the  larg- 
est salt  mines  in  the  I'nited  States,  and  is 
known  as  the  Retscjf  mine. 

In  1864  Mr.  Lewis  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Margaret  Donnan,  daughter  of  John 
Donnan,  she  being  one  of  five  children.  Her 
father  was  a  prominent  man  and  a  Republican. 
Mr.   Lewis  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
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has  been  Trustee  of  tlie  village  for  some  years 
and  Assessor  for  three  years.  Both  himself 
antl  wife  are  rneiii])ei's  of  the  l'resl)yterian 
ehurch.  Air,  Lewis  has  given  much  time  to 
the  collection  of  relics  of  anticjuity  and  other 
curiosities,  in  which  he  is  deeply  interested, 
and  as  u  result  has  gallu  red  a  large  mmiber  of 
r-are  and  valuable  objects  of  varied  character 
and  descriptiiiu.  lie  has  weapons  represent- 
ing" the  different  stages  of  civilization, 
powder-horns  tif  cjuaint  workmanship,  dating 
from  the  sixteenth  century  down  to  the  pres- 
ent, all  kinds  ol  head-dresses  and  ornaments, 
also  a  large  and  wiried  numismatic  collection, 
embracing  coins  ol  almost  every  age  antl 
countr}'.  These  he  has  carefully  arranged 
and  classified,  the  whole  making  a  most 
uniciue  and  valuable  private  museum,  well 
worth  the  trouble  of  travelling  a  considerable 
distance  to  examine. 


iRS.    JUL  I  ANN    BUXTON,  the 
widow  of  Mr.  Timothy  H.  Buxton, 
_  late  of  Warsaw,  N.Y.,  was  born 

in  Hampton,  Oneida  County, 
N.Y.  Iler  father  was  a  carriage  manufacturer 
by  the  name  oi  joseph  Clark,  who  married 
.Sarah  Smith,  of  Utica.  Mrs.  Buxton's  ma- 
ternal grandfathei",  Ca[)tain  Amos  Smith, 
came  from  ^Massachusetts  ti;  Utica,  N.Y., 
when  that  locality  contained  only  one  log- 
house,  and  when  the  nearest  grist-mill  was  at 
Troy.  Her  father,  Jose])h  Clark,  bLiilt  the 
first  brick  buikling  in  Utica,  which  was  a 
paint  store. 

Mrs.  liuxton's  mother  died  in  1824,  at 
thirty-tw(j  years  of  age,  leaving  three  daugh- 
ters—  Cornelia,  who  died  at  eight  years  of 
age;  Juliann,  of  this  menioir;  and  Betsey, 
who  died  at  sixteen,  a  lovable  girl,  full  of 
promise  of  womanly  charm,  and  a  favorite 
among  teachei"s  and  school-fellows.  Two 
years  after  his  wife's  de;ith  Mr.  Clark  came 
to  Bata\'ia,  and  opened  a  carriage  factory. 
Here  he  was  again  married,  his  second  wife 
being  I'oUy  Miller,  of  Trenton,  Oneida 
County.  I'"our  children  were  the  issue  of  this 
marriage,  of  whom  the  youngest,  David  G., 
died    in   iuf.uicy.      The   three   daughters  are: 


.Sarah  C,  Mrs.  C.  B.  W'illey.  a  widow,  who 
lives  in  Newark  \alle)'.  New  \'ork  ;  Martha, 
who  resides  in  lkita\'ia,  and  is  the  widnw 
of  Mr.  I'Tanklin  Buxton,  }'oungest  brotlKi-  of 
Mr.  Timothy  Buxton;  and  .Mai'y,  wido\s  of 
Davit!  R.  W'illiams,   ui  Chicago. 

Juliann  Clark  was  educated  at  the  I'r.itts- 
burg  Acadeni)'  in  Batavia.  .She  was  married 
to  Mr.  Timothy  II.  Bu\ton  fui  July  15,  1S39. 
Her  husband  was  born  in  Orange\  i  1  le,  luh'  9, 
1815,  and  was  the  son  of  Deacon  William 
Buxton,  a  native  of  Belchcrtown,  Mass.,  born 
in  1783.  He  came  to  New  York  with  his 
wife  aud  tliree  chihh-en  in  iNll,  clri\ ing  all 
the  wa\'  to  ()range\  ille  and  from  that  [joint  to 
Attica  in  his  own  conveyance.  Mr.  Timothy 
H.  l^uxton's  mother  was  Lydia  Smith  before 
marriage  and  the  grand-tlaughter  of  Phi  Hi) 
Smith,  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  William 
Buxton  came  to  Warsaw  in  1S24,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  ploughs,  in 
which  line  of  work  he  was  ali-endy  exix-rienced 
and  competent.  He  held  \  arious  town  offices, 
and  was  active  in  tlie  local  public  affairs, 
lie  died  at  the  age  ot  sc\Lnt}-t\vo,  leaving 
seven  children,  of  whom  tbu  only  surx'iving  one 
is  Ilariiet,  tlie  first-born,  now  the  widow  of 
David  Jhiir.     Slie  li\es  in  Coiineautville.  I'a. 

Mrs.  Lydia  lUixton  ontli\ei.l  her  husband 
nineteen  years,  d}ing  in  August,  1865,  hav- 
ing almost  reacheil  the  age  of  eight)-  \'ears. 
'hheir  son,  TinifJthy  II.  Ihixton,  was  a  man  of 
str(jng  character  and  iron  ner\  e.  Holding  the 
office  of  Count)-  .Sheriff  during  the  fifties, 
when  the  Lrie  Raili'oail  w.is  being  built,  he 
came  in  contact  with  a  violent  element  among 
the  iniridy  workmen,  with  whom  he  had  some 
exciting  encoiniters,  in  uhicli  he  displaved  in- 
treifid  daring  and  cmirage.  He  was  a  \ery 
strong  temperance  man;  ami  on  one  occasion, 
when  111  a  difiicult)-  with  some  insubonlinate 
drimken  fellows,  a  number  of  liquor  liarrels 
wei'e  broken  open,  and  their  contents  sjjilled. 
He  was  Stii)er\  isor  and  .Assessor  antl  for  fort\- 
years  an  active  member  of  the  I'reslnteri.tn 
clun-ch,  in  which  he  was  an  Lldcr. 

Mrs.  Jidiann  Buxton  has  lost  twij  inf.uit 
children,  and  has  five  sons  and  tlaughters.  who 
comfort  her  old  age.  They  are:  Marv  Cor- 
nelia,   wife    of    Judge    B\ roll    Ileah':  Luc\- 
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Mariah,  wife  of  Dr.  James  IMcLcoc],  of  Scran- 
loii,  I'a.,  a  Prcsb}'terian  divine;  I'^iances,  wife 
ul  I'rank  Wilson,  a  dru^'^ist  in  Warsaw;  Jo- 
^c\)h  Clark  ]5u\ton,  also  of  Warsaw;  and 
Edward  Timothy  Buxton,  a  resident  of  West 
SupeiMor,  Wis.,  where  he  is  President  of  the 
]5ank  of  Conimeree.  This  son  married  Miss 
Mary  \i.  Chase,  of  Chicago,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  H.  Chase.  Mr.  Timothy  H.  Buxton 
died  in  Warsaw,  November  3,  1 883,  aged 
sixty-eight,  and  his  memory  is  held  in  tender 
grief  and  loving  recollection  by  her  who  in 
her  bereavement  may  quote  Dean  Stanley's 
beautiful  lines  :  -  - 

■•  Till  (.Icalh  us  jiiiii  ! 

'1  li.it  to  llic  lii  okcii  liL-.u  t  lii  catlics  liDpc  sublime. 

'rliro'  lunoly  lunirs 

.\iul  sliaUcrcd  powers. 
W'l-  still  .u'e  OIK-,  ilcspite  ol  clKini;e  and  time. 

•■  Death  with  his  healing  hand 
.Shall  once  more  rend  the  hand 

Which  needs  hut  that  one  link  whieli  none  may  sever. 
Till  thro'  the  only  good, 
llearil,  felt,  and  inulerstood, 

i)ui  life  in  (lod  shall  make  us  one  forever  1  " 


Y[^OBh:RT  J.  CULLINGS,  a  well-known 
I  manufaetiu'er  and  farmer  of  the  town 

Ij^V  of  \'ork,  was  born  in  that  town 
November  22,  1833.  His  father, 
James  CuUings,  was  a  native  of  Duanesburg, 
.Schenectad)'  County.  His  grandfather,  John 
Cu! lings,  was  born  in  .Scotland,  and  came  to 
this  country  in  1775,  wlien  about  ten  )-ears  of 
age.  It  was  a  long  and  tedious  journey  of  six 
weeks;  but  the  family  were  courageous  and 
iirspired  by  the  hope  of  a  free  and  happy  home 
in  the  broad  lands  of  America,  and  so  were 
willing  to  bear  any  Inirdens  to  attain  that  end. 
They  settled  in  a  i)lace  called  New  Scotland, 
in  Albany  County;  and  there  the  boy  John 
grew  ti[).  As  soon  as  he  had  reached  manhood 
lie  desired  to  start  f(;r  him.self  in  the  world; 
and,  without  wailing  foi"  some  one  to  make 
the  way  e.tsy  for  him,  he  set  out  on  his  own 
responsibility,  and  made  a  journey  twenty 
miles  into  tlie  interior  of  .Schenectady  County, 
.md  took  a  tract  of  wliat  was  termed  wild  land. 
This  was  \jdvt  of  a  section  which  was  granted 


to  favtJiites  of  King  James  ot  England,  and 
was  rented  on  a  perjjetual  lease.  A  farm  of 
two  hundred  acres  in  that  section  is  cnvned  to 
this  day  by  heirs  of  the  Cullings  family,  on 
which  the\-  pa)'  but  a  nominal  lent  of  fourteen 
dollars  a  }'er:r. 

John  (Jullings  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  this  his  ailopted  home.  11  is  son, 
James  Cullings.  father  of  Robeit  J.  Cullings, 
in  turn  left  his  fatliei-'s  home,  and  at  the  age 
of  twent)'-fn'e,  with  his  yoimg  wife,  he  came  to 
Livingston  County,  where  in  1S22  lie  settled 
in  the  southern  part  ol  the  town  of  \'ork.  lie 
bought  eighty  acres  ol  new  laud,  and  at  first 
erected  a  log  house;  Init  l.tter,  when  he  liad 
cleared  the  land,  and  securetl  ])roper  surroinid- 
ings  for  a  better  habitation,  he  built  a  connncj- 
dious  frame  house,  which  is  still  stantling, 
and  is  owned  by  one  of  liis  sons.  James 
Cullings  added  to  his  land  from  time  to  time, 
and  at  his  death  o\\  ned  two  hundretl  and  twelve 
acres,  all  cleared  and  in  tine  condition.  His 
wife  was  Margret  .Simpson.  The)'  luul  six 
children  —  ICbenezer,  .Sarah  A.,  Eli/a  Jane, 
Robert  ]..  John,  and  William.  .Mi  of  these 
children  ha\'e  lived  to  grow  up,  and  are  now 
married  and  li\ing  with  their  tairiilies  in  and 
about  York. 

j  Robert  ].  Cullings  receivetl  his  education 
at  the  district  scliools  when  very  \oung  and 
lateral  the  Temple  Hill  Academy  of  (leneseo. 
He  then  studied  ci\il  engineering,  but  after 
practising  for  a  while  uas  obliged  to  gi\e  u|) 
the  jjrofession  on  account  of  ocular  weakness. 
Mr.  Cullings  tauglit  school  tur  six  )'ears. 
after  wliich  time  he  concluded  to  rmplo)'  him- 
self in  the  healthful  occupati(;n  of  l.irming. 
He  has  also  been  engaged  in  mechanical  work, 
being  the  fust  person  in  tlie  localit)'  to  manu- 
facture tile.  In  l,SS3  Mr.  Cullings  bought 
the  Deacon  McNabl)  place,  where  he  has  siiKe 
resided.  Mr.  Cullings  uas  married  in  1865 
to  Miss  Jane  D.  Darii;w,  of  rrincetown, 
Schenectady  Count)'.  Their  childreri  have 
been  five  in  numbe','-  (ieorge  11.:  James  H.; 
William  1^.,  who  died  Decembei'  21,  1 894 ; 
I  ICmily  |.;  and  l!li/abeth  1).  Cieoige  II.  mai - 
j  ried  h'lora  McCorkiiidale.  The)  are  both 
I  teachers  in  the  public  scIu;ols  of  W.i)iie 
(Jount),  where  they  reside. 
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Mr.  Cul lings  is  a  man  wlio  lias  seen  some- 
tliing  of  the  woiiil,  having  travelled  extensively 
in  the  Wc^t  and  having  spent  two  years  in  the 
States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  He  is  an 
indepenili,'nt  voter.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  York. 


(^Tr- Ll-kiaj  W'ADSWORTH,  a  baker  and 
confectioner  in  Warsaw,  N.Y.,  was 
Ijorn  in  \'orkshire,  England,  in 
— '  1844.  His  father,  John  Wads- 
worth,  was  b(;rn  in  18 19,  and  came  to  Amer- 
ii-a  in  1858  with  a  wife  and  seven  children, 
four  sons  and  three  daugliters.  The  sons 
are:  Altred,  of  whom  this  is  written;  Jolin,  a 
contractor  ar.tl  builder  in  l^rockport,  N.Y.; 
Robert,  a  physician  in  Rochester;  Frank,  who 
lost  his  right  arm  during  the  Civil  War,  and 
has  since  been  in  the  custom-house  in  San 
Francisco,  Cal.  Tiieir  sister  Annie  is  the 
wife  of  Albert  Hatch,  and  is  a  practising  phy- 
sician in  Sauk  Centre,  Minn.  John  Wads- 
worth  tlied  in  J-irockport  in  1892,  aged 
seventy-three  years,  having  lived  to  see  his 
children  holding  useful  and  honorable  posi- 
tions. 11  ih  grief-stricken  widow  survived 
him  only  two  months,  dying  in  the  seventy- 
fourth  year  of  her  age. 

Alfred  Wadsworth  attended  school  in  Eng- 
lantl  until  he  was  thirteen,  at  which  time  his 
IJ.irents  came  to  America.  He  went  into  a 
nuichine-shop  in  Portland,  and  followed  that 
line  of  work  until  the  firm  was  thrown  out  of 
business  shortly  alter  the  firing  on  Fort  Sum- 
ter by  the  confusion  attendant  upon  the  dis- 
tractions f)f  the  Civil  War.  Cioing  to  Houl- 
ton,  I\Ie.,  he  engaged  in  the  milling  business, 
which  he  tolhjwed  for  seven  years.  In  1868 
he  left  Maine,  and  went  into  a  bakery  in 
Hrockport,  N.Y.,  which  he  afterward  gave  up 
to  take  charge  of  a  mill  at  Avon  Springs.  In 
1870  he  came  to  Warsaw,  Wyoming  Count)', 
where  he  bought  a  small  bakery,  and  estab- 
lished a  Hour,  feed,  and  grocery  store.  He  is 
still  engaged  in  this  business  at  Nos.  15  and 
iG  Main  Street.  In  1893  Mr.  Wadsworth 
again  took  up  the  milling  business  in  addition 
to  his  other  affairs,  and  also  aided  in  the  form- 
ing of  a  Hour-barrel  and  hoop  manufactory. 


The  29th  of  .September,  1868,  was  the  date 
of  the  happiest  event  of  his  life,  his  marriage 
to  Miss  P'lorence  .Miller,  of  Brockport,  a 
daughter  of  Aaron  antl  Abigail  (Miner)  iMil- 
ler.  Her  i)arents  came  from  Connecticut,  anil 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Ri'oekport. 
Her  maternal  grandfather,  Hiram  Miner, 
came  to  New  York  in  pioneer  style,  driving 
an  o.x  team  through  the  woods.  He  died  in 
the  town  of  Hrockport,  having  attained  the 
extreme  age  of  ninety-three  years.  This  old 
gentleman  was  a  fine  s[)ecimen  of  manly 
strength  and  with  a  corresponding  vigor  of 
moral  and  mental  nature. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watlsworth  have  five  chihlren 
living  —  Frank  Herbert,  a  recent  graduate 
from  Princeton  College,  and  now  a  law  stu- 
dent; Arthur  Holbunl,  also  a  graduate  of 
Princeton,  of  the  class  of  1894,  graduating  at 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  becoming  a 
teacher  of  the  classics  and  literature  at 
Rutgers  Institute,  New  York;  Emery  Miner, 
a  clerk  in  his  father's  establishment,  and 
reading  medicine;  Morton  Miller,  a  lad  uf 
eighteen,  attending  school,  and  also  engaged 
as  a  clerk  for  his  father;  and  Walter  Alfred, 
a  boy  of  nine  years.  Mr.  Wadsworth  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  is  in  political  faith 
an  ardent  Republican.  The  members  of  his 
family  are  in  the  communion  of  the  Presby- 
terian church. 


/  ^  FORGE  L.  RIBAUD,  an  Assistant 
\  *)  I  Superintendent  of  the  Duncan  Salt 
Works,  and  a  highly  respecteil  mem- 
ber o[  the  community  in  Gainesville,  was 
born  in  .Syracuse,  N.Y.,  l-'ebruar}'  7,  1855. 
Although  a  native  of  Anierica  he  had 
J'Tench  ancestors,  his  father.  Eon  is  Riband, 
and  his  grandfather,  Charles,  who  was  a 
school  teacher,  being  l)otli  nati\es  of  lliat 
interesting  country,  the  latter  a  life-long 
resident. 

Eouis  Riband,  who  was  one  of  seven  chil- 
dren, at  twenty  years  of  age  found  himself 
treading  the  soil  of  a  fiee  land,  uniler  a  free 
Hag,  with  doubtless  a  heart  swelling  at  the 
thought.  After  reaching  New  York,  he  set 
out  at  once  on  another  long  journe)'  to  reach 
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California,  and,  wlicn  lie  had  come  to  that 
favored  spot,  went  to  work  searching  for  the 
yellow  dust  and  nuggets  in  the  sand  of  its 
rivers;  but  the  goUl  fever  spent  itself  before 
consuming  his  best  manhood,  and  at  the  end 
of  two  years  he  returned  to  the  Mast,  exchang- 
ing his  claim,  his  tools,  and  general  outfit  for 
the  implements  belonging  to  his  old  trade  of 
cooper,  in  which  he  soon  established  himself 
in  the  city  of  Syracuse.  He  worked  at  this 
employment  until  1878;  and  then,  having 
found  an  opening  in  the  !\[orey  Barnes  pork- 
packing  establishment  of  Syracuse,  he  went 
there  as  fireman  and  engineer,  where  he  re- 
mained fifteen  years.  At  that  time  he  became 
disabled  from  an  accident  to  his  foot,  and  on 
recovery  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  spacious 
cellars  of  the  establishment,  in  which  position 
he  has  remained  to  the  present  time.  His 
wife,  whose  name  is  Catherine,  was  born  in 
France,  being  one  of  several  children  of  Jo- 
seph Bushy,  a  worker  in  the  salt  fields  of 
h'l'ance,  who  afterward  came  to  Syracuse  in 
this  State,  and  there  remained  till  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1868.  Air.  arul  Mrs.  I.ouis 
Riband  are  the  parents  of  seven  chiUlren,  the 
eldest,  George  I^.,  of  this  narrative;  Charles 
L. ;  Marie  I.,  who  marrietl  K.  J.  Maynard,  of 
Syracuse;  Albert  J.;  b'rank  L.  ;  Rosella  F. ; 
and  Fucy  M.  All  this  family  are  members  of 
the  French  Catholic  church. 

George  L.  Ribauil,  inhei  iting  the  enterpris- 
ing qualities  of  his  father,  followed  the  trade 
of  coojier  after  getting  his  early  ctlucation  at 
the  graded  schools  in  Syracuse,  beginning  to 
work  when  old  enough  to  handle  the  tools 
with  jutlgment.  When  twenty  years  of  age, 
he  left  the  narrow  sphere  of  the  shop  for  a 
broader  view  of  the  world  than  he  before  had 
exi^erieiiced,  by  taking  the  position  of  fireman 
on  the  .Syracuse  Northern  Branch  of  the 
Rome,  Watertown  &  Ogdensburg  Railroad, 
keeping  on  with  this  business  for  eight  years, 
at  the  end  of  whicli  time  he  entered  the  Amer- 
ican Dairy  Salt  Compan)'"s  works  as  engineer, 
holding  the  jjosition  till  I'ebruary  i,  1886. 
He  tlien  changed  his  occupation,  going  to  a 
new  locality,  where  he  undertook  the  work  of 
Slotting  up  tile  boilers  and  vacuum  pans  in 
the  Duncan  Salt  Company's  works  at  Gaines- 


ville. (See  elescription  in  sketch  of  Mr. 
Duncan.)  Fater  Mi'.  Riband  had  charge  of 
the  machinery  in  otiier  depaitnients  of  tlieir 
works,  setting  u]>  new  machines  and  main- 
taining a  geneial  oversight.  I\Ir.  Riband 
was  empowered  by  tlie  compan}'  to  j)urchase 
the  first  engine  they  had;  and  now  he  has 
charge  of  the  wliole  mechanical  depai'lnient, 
which  is  said  to  be  the  largest  in  the 
world. 

Mr.  Riband  was  married  in  i88[  to  Miss 
Harriet  Ma}'nard,  daughter  of  h'rancis  May- 
nard, of  h'onda,  Montgomery  County,  N.Y., 
where  her  latlier  was  a  miller  ])y  trade. 
Fater  he  mo\ed  to  S\racn^e,  antl  continued 
in  the  same  business  till  his  tieatli  in  1S83. 
Her  motlier  is  still  living.  Mr.  antl  Mrs. 
George  Riband  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren—  Alarie  Isabella;  Fva  Amelia;  Fouis 
William.  Mr.  Riband  stamls  very  high 
among  the  members  of  the  corporation  at  the 
Duncan  .Salt  Works,  not  only  fur  his  intelli- 
gence and  skill  in  handling  machinery,  but 
for  his  other  estinialjle  cpialities  of  refinement 
and  cheerful  courtesy;  while  among  his  fel- 
low-workmen, neigliliors,  and  acc|uaintances 
generally  he  is  highly  ai)[)reciated  for  uniform 
kindness  and  genial  comradeship.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Riband  is  nominal!)'  a  Democrat, 
though  newr  bountl  to  tlie  party's  candidate, 
but  feeling  free  to  vote  for  the  "best  man," 
however  he  may  be.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rilxuul  are  members  of  the  Catliolic  Benefit 
Society,  and  both  belong  to  the  Catholic 
church  in  Gainesville. 


YrAYlFFIAAI  IF  Dk  l-ORl-:S-r,  a  well- 
V^V  known  resilient  of  Feice.stei',  Fiv- 
ingston  Count)',  N.\'.,  was  born  in 
Feicester  on  i\Iay  30,  1840.  His  great- 
grandfather, who  was  a  nati\e  of  h"  ranee, 
came  to  America,  anil  fought  in  the  Re\-olu- 
tionary  War,  when  h'rance  so  warmly  espoused 
the  cause  of  Colonial  independence.  Alter 
the  war  he  married  F.iura  .Sterling,  .uid  set- 
tled in  Windh.un  ("ountv,  Connecticut. 
Their  son,  Ira  De  Forest,  having  grown  to 
manhood  in  Connecticut,  came  to  Owego, 
Tioga  Count),  N.Y.,  at  which  place  he  mai- 
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ried,  and  eni^aj^ed  in  lumbering  and  hotcl- 
kcL'ping.  lie  died  in  1S15  at  Baltimore, 
while  there  on  business. 

William  De  I'Dri^'st,  son  of  Ira,  and  the 
yoLn\m-'st  1)1  thi'ee  ehildren,  was  bi)rn  in 
Owego.  lie  was  left  fatherless  when  onl}' 
three  )'ears  old,  and  was  sent  to  live  with  his 
great-unele,  Major  Sterling,  who  resided  near 
Wilkesbarre,  I'a.  At  the  age  of  eleven  years 
he  eanie  to  Moscow  to  live  with  his  uncle, 
Ile/ekiah  Rii)le\-,  one  (if  the  earliest  settlers 
ot  Livingston  Count)-,  antl  publisher  of  the 
lirst  newsi)aper  in  the  county,  the  Livingston 
(j(t:r//c.  lleie  William  De  Forest  grew  to 
manhood,  leaiaiing  tiie  trades  of  tanner,  cur- 
l  iei',  ami  shoemaker,  which  he  followed  imtil 
icS39,  when  on  account  of  failing  health 
he  engaged  in  farming,  buying  in  1859  the 
farm  on  whii  h  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five. 

lie  married  Jane  A.  Reynolds,  born  in 
Avon,  Li\  ingst(Tn  County,  August  26,  1S18, 
the  daughter  of  (ason  Reynolds,  a  native  (jf 
Horse  Neck,  W.  Her  grandfather  was  Shu- 
bael  Reynolds,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  who 
fought  in  the  Re\'olution,  and  soon  after  its 
close  remo\ed  to  X'ermont,  and  devoted  him- 
self to  opening  up  that  new  country.  Shubael 
Reynolds  was  both  a  farmer  and  carpenter. 
After  a  few  Neai's  he  left  Vermont,  and  went 
to  .Schenectach',  N.Y.,  and  thence  came  to 
Li\  ingston  Count)',  where  he  bought  a  farm, 
upon  which  he  remained  for  some  years. 
Then  his  I'oving  disposition  again  asserted  it- 
self, and  he  went  tn  Ohio,  where  he  died  in 
Lorain  Countw  in  his  eight\'-ninth  yerir.  He 
was  a  Deacon  in  tlie  Ha|)tist  church  for  many 
\ears.  His  wife  was  Mercy  Lounsbury,  of 
Massachusetts.  'I'heir  son,  Jason  Reynolds, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Jane  A.  De  Forest,  fought 
in  the  War  uf  iSiJ  under  two  different  cap- 
tains, the  last  being  Cajjtain  Asahel  Smith, 
of  ( )nondaga  Countv.  Jason  Reynolds  mar- 
l  ieil  in  Saratoga  County  before  the  war  began, 
but  came  to  A\-()n  soon  after  it  was  over,  as  a 
pioneer  farmer  and  a  manufacturer  of  pearlash. 
Later  he  removed  to  \'ork,  and  worked  a  part 
of  his  father's  farm.  Thence  he  went  to 
Cattaraugus  County,  and  purchased  a  tract  of 
land,  where  a  log  house  had  ahead)'  sprung 


out  of  the  earth  in  a  small  clearing.  He 
finished  the  home  and  inipro\'ed  the  land;  but 
at  the  end  ol  six  )'eais  he  became  restless, 
S(dd  out,  and  returned  to  Leicester,  where  he 
bought  a  tract  ot  timber  land,  wheieon  he 
built  the  usual  log  hiuise.  Then  he  cleared 
awa)'  the  lumber,  and  planted  an  orchard. 
Owing  to  exposure  and  o\ere\ei't ion  in  the 
famous  floo.l  of  1835,  lie  caught  a  cold,  from 
which  he  never  reco\-ered.  il\'ing  at  the  age  of 
fifty-one,  in  18^^).  His  wife  was  Lstlier  Mc- 
Millan, of  C,alway,  .Saratoga  Count),  daughter 
of  Joseidi  ami  Avis  ll(jwen  McMillan.  'Six. 
McMillan  was  from  Abei'deen,  .Scotland;  and 
his  wife,  .-\\  is,  behjnged  in  l'ro\  idence,  k.l. 
Mrs.  Jason  ke)'nolds  outli\'ed  her  husb.ind, 
and  died  at  the  lioLise  of  a  daughter  in  Milan, 
Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  De  I'orest 
reared  five  children  —  William  IL;  ITlen; 
Jennie,  Mrs.  Albert  Bendrow,  who  has  one 
daughter,  Jessie  B.  (Mrs.  K.  J.  Howe); 
Charles;  and  Mar)',  Mrs.  Charles  Welton, 
who  has  three  children.  The  mother,  ]\lrs. 
Jane  A.  De  Forest,   is  still  lixdng. 

William  H.  De  h^jrest  was  CLlucated  in  the 
])ublic  schools  of  his  nati\e  town,  and  stayed 
with  his  [parents,  William  and  Jane  A.  (  Re)'- 
n(dds)  De  I'(U"est,  till  he  was  twent\-oue. 
Then  on  November  2,  1861,  lie  enlisted  in 
Comjian)'  Ci,  One  Hundred  and  b'ourlh  Regi- 
ment of  New  \\jrk  \'olunteers,  and  servetl 
three  )ears  in  the  Army  of  the  I'otomac,  light- 
ing in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  at  An- 
tietam,  at  GettN'sburu',  and  at  I'etersbur'j,'.  At 
Gettysburg  he  was  ca|)turetl  and  taken  to  Ikdle 
Island,  where  he  was  kipt  thi"ee  months,  suf- 
fering all  sorts  of  jiriwitions  and  hardships. 
He  rejoined  his  regiment  on  June  6,  1864, 
and  was  mustered  out  on  November  2,  i8i')4. 
After  a  )'ear  on  the  home  farm  he  went  to 
Saginaw,  ALch.,  where  he  was  in  a  hardware 
store  eight  years,  and  then  went  to  Clex  eland, 
Ohio,  where  he  sta\'ed  two  vears.  In  1S76 
he  came  back  to  Li-dcester,  and  still  re- 
mains hereon  the  old  faian.  lie  belongs  to 
Tilton  I'ost,  No.  660,  of  the  GrantI  .\rm\'. 
He  also  Ijelongs  to  the  M.isonic  body  autl 
the  Knights  lemplars.  In  1893  he  w.is 
chosen  Su|)er\isor,  aiul  in  1894  re-elected  to 
that  office. 
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rp)TK\RY  N.  JEROME,  a  contented  and 
'r—i  \vcll-lo-d(j  agriculturalist,  residing 
fin  his  Li;4ht)'-t\\ o-acrc  farm  in  the 
tnwn  (if  I.i\'()nia,  is  a  man  whose 
wiird  carries  \vcii;iit  with  his  fellow-towns- 
men, lie  w;is  hmai  in  Kithmoml,  ()ntario 
Count)',  Xii\'L-mhci'    2,    I'S.iO,    son  of 

John  and  Sarah  (.\iken)  Jerome. 

The  father  was  horn  in  romi)ey,  Cayuga 
Countv,  and  went  to  Richmond  on  attaining 
his  majorit\,  lHi)'ing  there  a  small  farm, 
wliich  he  cultivated  with  assiduit)'  until  1836, 
when  he  renrnx-ed  to  (ieneseo,  and  invested 
tlu're  in  a  larm  of  eight}'  acres,  upfjn  which 
he  remained  fnur  \ears.  lie  then  S(dd  the 
|)roj)ert\',  ami  came  to  Livonia,  purchasing 
the  farm  now  (jwncd  by  his  son,  Henry  N. 
Jerome.  Ileie  lie  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
fi\'e,  after  a  life  of  active  l(dl,  leaving  behind 
him  a  wui-tlu'  recurd  nt  dail\  duties  well  per- 
loi'med.  II  is  wile,  liiiinerl)'  Sai'ah  Aiken, 
was  a  dau-iiler  of  David  Aiken,  of  Saratoga 
Count)-,  and  was  a  woman  of  true  domestic 
v'irtues  and  a  worthy  helpmeet  to  her  hus- 
band. Nine  chilflren  grew  up  around  their 
hearth,  whdse  n.ames  we  recui'd,  as  follows: 
.M\riin  1).;  Hannah  .M.  :  John  A.;  .Susan  A.; 
William  .S.  :  .Mar)  J.;  Ilenr)'  \.,  the  subject 
iif  this  biographical  outline:  and  .Sarah  Adelia 
and  Clara  Amelia,  twins.  The  hand  of  the 
silent  reaper  has  been  l)Us\'  among  these 
brothel's  and  sisters;  for  all  have  been  gar- 
nered inlii  she;ives  fur  the  eternal  harvest 
except  Hannah  M.  and  Henry  N.,  whose 
iKiu'ie  pretaces  thi.-^  sketeh. 

The  l  itter  was  brought  up  in  Cieneseo,  and 
tiierc  :tc(|uired  suKit  lent  book  knowledge  to 
enable  him  woithih'  In  perforin  his  duties  as 
;i  good  citi/en  and  intelligent  member  of  the 
comnnmit)'.  .After  the  death  of  his  father  he 
took  the  f;irin,  bought  out  the  (jther  heirs,  and 
paid  (itf  in  i ourse  ot  time  the  debt  by  which 
it  was  encuinbere-d.  He  now  has  a  good  farm, 
well  cultivated,  which  he  is  constantly  trying 
to  improve,  its  thriving  condition  attesting  the 
watchful  care  and  perpetual  industry  of  its 
owner.  That  .Mr.  Jerome  is  regardetl  by  his 
neighbors  and  fellow-townsmen  as  a  capable 
and  tru'^twoithy  man  ma\-  lu-  learned  from  the 
fact  that  he  has  served  the  town  of  Ei\'onia  as 


Assessor  for  the  last  ten  )'ears.  He  has  al- 
ways gi\en  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
])arty  since  its  organ  i/.it  ion  ;  but.  Miling  loi  the 
first  time  for  President  at  the  a;_;e  ol  tweiit)- 
two,  his  vote  lielped  to  elect  P'rankliu  I'ierce 
to  the  jilace  of  lu/nor  at  the  ht;ad  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Je'i'ome  has  bcLii  twice  married,  his 
first  wife  being  Mary  E.  Locke,  tlaughter 
John  L(jcke,  of  Li\'onia  .Station.  .She  died, 
leaving  one  son,  John  I'\,  and  a  daughter, 
Lillian  1'..,  now  ileeeased.  Jolm  b".  married 
Alice  Ha)'ward,  daughter  of  Hiram  Ha)\\ard; 
and  the)'  have  one  son,  r)\'ron  .\'.  Mr.  Jerome 
chose  for  liis  second  wile  .Miss  .\miie  Ilanler, 
daughter  of  William  and  t'atlnrine  (Jones) 
Harder,  of  .S.iratoga  and  Liv'iiigstcm  Comities 
respectively.  ( )f  this  marriage  w^ere  born  one 
son,  Willi. nn  (L,  and  a  (hiughter,  Nellie. 
WillicUii  (1.  jerome  mai'ried  .Miss  Mai")' 
Weaver,  aiul  en-aged  in  the  pi.ictice  of  law 
in  Kocliester,  X.^'.  He  was  ;i  promising 
young  mail  i)f  twent)-se\ en  yeai's  when  he  was 
called  from  earth  on  January  4,  1895.  .\ellie 
A.  Jerome  died  at  the  tender  age  of  four  \eai's 
and  three  months.  I'otli  .Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Je- 
rome are  members  of  the  I'resb)  terian  church 
of  Li\'(jnia,  and  are  people  who  have  a  wide 
circle  of  acc|uaintance,  and  whose  work  and 
example  are  of  v;i]ue  in  the  communit)'. 


'^OlIN  H.  WIAH'Lb:,  a  farmer  residing 
in  the  town  of  Leicester,  in  Li\'iiig- 
stoii  Count)',  .\.V.,  was  boin  in  Johns- 
town, b'ulton  ('(aiiit)',  March  II,  181,. 
His  father,  Hariic)'  Wemple,  u,is  boin  in  the 
same  town,  y\|)ril  8,  1800. 

The  Wemple  famil)'  were  iiioneers  in  the 
Mohawk  valley,  where  the)'  resided  during 
the  period  (;f  the  Rex'olut ionary  War,  suf'fer- 
ing  the  hardshi|)s  and  privations  incident  to 
that  period.  'I'heir  remote  ancestors  lived  in 
Holland,  whence  some  of  them  came  to  this 
country  e;irly  in  the  Colonial  period.  15arney 
Wemple,  .Sr.,  the  [laternal  grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  w;is  a  life-long  resident 
of  New  Yurk  .State.  His  son  Harney  learned 
the  traile  of  tailor  when  a  young  man;  and, 
as  was  then  the  custom,  he  went  from  house 
to  house,  making  in  eaJi  the  clotliiiig  for  the 
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family.  lie  married  Hannah  Whitmore,  who 
was  born  in  Jolmstowii,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  I'eter  and  Maigaret  Whitmore,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  l)uring  the  Revolutionary 
War  I'eter  Whitmore  was  captured  by  the 
Indians  and  taken  to  Canada;  but  he  suc- 
ceeded in  making  his  csca]K%  and,  later  set- 
tling in  New  Yovk  State,  he  spent  his  last 
years  in  ImiIIoii  ("ounty.  After  his  marriage 
Harney  Wemple,  Jr.,  purchased  a  farm  in 
lohnstown,  wliei-e,  when  not  engaged  in  tai- 
loring, he  carried  on  quite  an  extensive  farm- 
ing business.  In  1S49  he  went  to  Leicester, 
and  bought  a  farm  of  seventy-five  acres,  sit- 
uated in  tlie  (icnesee  valley.  Here  he  re- 
sided until  his  death,  devoting  his  entire  time 
to  his  place,  carrying  on  general  husbandry. 
Mr.  Wemple  died  when  seventy-nine  years  of 
age,  and  his  wife  at  the  age  of  fifty-four. 

John  H.  Wemple  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  attending  schools  such  as  were  af- 
forded in  his  youthful  days,  and  when  not 
thus  engaged  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm. 
He  was  sixteen  years  old  when  he  removed 
with  the  family  to  Leicester;  and  he  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  under  the  parental 
roof  until  his  marriage,  when  he  was  forty 
years  of  age.  He  then  took  up  his  abode  on 
the  farm  he  now  owns  and  occupies,  which 
is  well  improved,  containing  thirty-six  acres, 
situatetl  in  the  Genesee  valley,  about  four 
miles  from  Geneseo  and  an  equal  distance 
from  Mount  Morris. 

In  1874  he  married  Sarah  Marsh,  who  was 
born  in  the  t(nvn  of  Leicester,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Malachi  and  Mary  (Lane)  Marsh. 
Mrs.  Wemple  passed  from  earth  May  2,  1889, 
leaving  three  children  —  Alton  J.,  Alice,  and 
.Sarah.  Mr.  Wemple  is  a  Democrat,  and  is 
interested  in  all  the  undertakings  of  that 
party.  He  is  broad-minded  and  liberal  in  his 
conceptions  of  religious  doctrine  and  duty, 
and  lives  an  upright  and  honorable  life. 


fs^AMI'.S  H.  CROUSh:,  a  large  land-owner 
and     farmer     in     Lima,  Livingston 
County,  N.Y.,  was  born  here  February 
9,   1834.    George  Crousc,  his  grand- 
father, was  a  native  of  Fort  Llain,  Montgom- 


ery County.  Farmers  in  the  pioneer  times 
worked  under  great  ililhculties,  being  obliged 
to  carr)'  their  grain  lo  mills  as  l.ir  away  as 
y\lban)-,  a  tlislance  of  ab(nit  .sixty  miles. 
Cieorge  Crouse  came  to  Avon,  Li\ingston 
County,  at  an  early  da)';  and  he  bought  and 
cleared  a  hundred  and  twent)'  acres  of  land, 
building  a  log  house,  v/hich  remained  stand- 
ing until  a  few  years  ago.  Latei'  in  lite  he 
bought  land  in  Michigan,  and  died  there  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four.  Grandfather  Crouse 
left  a  family  of  nine  children,  most  of  whom 
lived  to  a  g(jod  old  age. 

His  son,  George  G.  Crouse,  father  of 
James,  was  born  in  Avem,  and  educatetl  in  its 
district  schools.  He  worked  on  the  home 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-one,  and  in  fact  con- 
tinued farming  all  his  life,  working  by  the 
month  and  on  shares  until  he  bought  a  farm 
for  himself  in  Lima,  to  which  he  subsequently 
added  so  much  that  at  his  death  it  co\'ered  a 
hundred  and  eighty-three  acres.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-seven  Mr.  Crouse  married  Mary  N. 
Hovey,  claughter  of  James  and  Fsther  IIo\-ey, 
of  Lima,  who  also  caivic  there  at  an  early  day. 
Mr.  Crouse  died  in  the  seventy-ninth  year 
of  his  age,  leaving  three  children  —  Sarah 
Jane,  Eliza  Ann,  and  James  II.  Crouse. 
.Sarah  J.  Crouse  married  Oliver  B.  Flansburg, 
is  now  a  widow,  ami  lives  with  her  daughter, 
Lucy  Flansburg,  the  wife  of  Edwin  Lee. 
Eliza  A.  Crouse  married  Wilkinson  Carey,  of 
Lima,  and  has  two  children — -Mary  Eliza, 
now  Mrs.  Ira  Newman,  and  Georgiana  Carey. 

James  H.  Crouse  was  educated  at  the  dis- 
trict school  and  in  the  seminary  in  Lima,  aiul 
then  began  farming  in  Avon  at  the  old  home- 
stead of  his  grandfather  Crouse,  where  he 
remained  ten  years.  This  place  he  afterward 
sold,  buying  the  Lima  place  of  his  father  and 
living  there  ten  years  also.  His  affection  for 
the  ohl  homestead  at  Avon,  it  may  here  be 
said,  led  him  to  buy  it  back  again  st)me  years 
later.  Selling  the  Lima  estate  back  to  his 
father,  Mr.  Crouse  went  to  Michigan,  whence 
he  returned,  at  the  expiration  of  three  years, 
to  the  parental  roof  at  Lima,  where  he  lived 
until  his  father  died,  in  1884.  The  farm  was 
umler  his  charge  until  the  next  year,  when  he 
bouiiht  a  fine  residence  in  the  village  of  Lima, 
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where  he  now  lives.  He  also  owns  a  fine  cot- 
tage at  Hemlock  Lake.  The  first  wife  of 
James  H.  Grouse  was  1'" ranees  A.  Carey,  of 
Lima,  who  became  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren —  ALiry  and  l''"rances  N.  Grouse.  Mary 
Grouse  married  Clarence  V.  Tenney,  of  Mich- 
igan; antl  they  resitle  on  one  of  the  Lima 
farms.  l-'rances  N.  Grouse  married  Melvin  R. 
llamilton,  of  Avon.  Mr.  James  H.  Grouse's 
second  wife  was  Lucia  Chapman,  of  I^ima.  The 
three  children  of  this  marriage  arc:  George  Ci., 
who  tlied  at  the  age  of  fi\-e  years  and  nine 
months;  James  S.  ;  and  Henry  P.  Grouse. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church. 

That  Mr.  Grouse  is  a  li\'e  business  man  is 
shown  by  the  iaige  amount  of  property  which 
he  now  owns  —  a  hundred  and  eighty-three 
acres  on  the  homestead,  a  hundred  and  forty 
acres  in  the  Warner  farm,  a  hundred  and 
forty-four  and  a  half  acres  in  the  Rogers  farm, 
a  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  in  the  Metcalf 
farm,  all  situated  in  Lima.  In  Avon  he  has 
a  hundretl  and  thirty-four  antl  a  half  acres  in 
the  Torrance  farm,  two  huntlred  and  fifty-six 
acres  in  the  I'red  Pearson  farm,  two  hundred 
acres  in  the  Hamlin  farm,  a  hundred  and 
sixty-six  acres  in  the  Hendrick  farm,  ninety- 
five  acres  in  the  Marshall  farm,  the  Harris 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twent)'-seven  acres, 
besides  his  village  residence  and  a  cottage  at 
Lake  Hemlock.  Besiiles  a  total  of  nearly  two 
thousand  acres  in  New  Yoik  .State,  he  has 
property  in  Michigan.  He  has  always  been  a 
Democrat,  ami  cast  his  first  Pi-esidential  vote 
for  James  Buchanan  in  1856.  He  has  served 
the  town  of  Lima  as  Assessor. 

The  annexed  i)ortrait  of  Mr.  Grouse  shows 
a  man  who  has  not  found  h.is  account  in  stand- 
ing still,  waiting  for  occasion  to  tell  him 
what  to  do.  Anil,  "after  all,"  one  wouUl  not 
be  surprised  to  hear  him  testify,  '"the  joy  of 
success  does  not  e([ual  that  which  attends 
patient  W(;rking." 


T^IIARLl'S  II.  TOAN,  one  of  the  larg- 
I  Kr^     est   farmers  and  a   highly  respected 

\^is  citizen  of  Perry,  was  born  Septem- 
ber 4,  1857.  He  is  the  son  of 
Austin   W.  and   T'dizabelh   (Gompton)  Toan 


and  grandson  of  Thomas  aiul  Betsey  (Harvey) 
Toan.  His  grantlfather  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  January  16,  1793,  and  married  Betsey 
Harve)'  in  1820,  she  having  been  also  Imjiii  in 
New  Jersey,  July  9,  1797.  They  came  to 
Scipio,  Cayuga  Count}',  in  a  c^ivered  wagon, 
and  about  1826  moved  to  the  town  of  Peirv, 
Wyoming  County,  where  Thomas  T(jan  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  iorly  acres  ol  land, 
fort}'  acres  of  which  came  to  him  as  a  grant 
for  services  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
He  cleared  and  imi)ro\-ed  his  farm,  the  same 
now  owned  I)}'  Thomas  Norton,  elected  sub- 
stantial buiUlings,  and  resiiled  there  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1862,  his  wife  dying 
in  1 87 1.  Both  were  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist church.  The  lollowing  were  their  chil- 
dren: Austin  W.,  born  March  29,  1822; 
Lydia,  born  .Sejitember  29,  1825;  Marilla, 
who  was  born  April  7,  1829,  and  married  W. 
Palmer  (see  sketch  elsewhere  in  this  work); 
Matilda,  who  was  born  April  7,  1829,  and 
married  C.  H.  Sailor;  and  one  child  who  dieil 
young. 

Austin  W.  Toan  was  about  three  years  of 
age  when  his  father  moved  to  Perry.  He  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  resided 
at  home  until  the  age  of  thirty-three  years. 
In  1854  he  married  PTizabeth  Gompton,  born 
at  Ithaca,  N.Y.,  September  3,  1829,  daughter 
of  Reuben  and  Sarah  (Stout)  Gompton,  na- 
tives of  New  Jersey.  Her  father  was  a  hatter 
and  a  hotel-keeper  in  New  Jersey,  but  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  was  a  farmer  in  Perry. 
He  died  at  an  advanced  age,  having  reared 
five  children — -Sarah,  Mary,  Charles,  l-lliza- 
beth,  and  pjiieline.  Mr.  Austin  W.  'Poan 
bought  a  farm  of  fifty-five  acres,  improved  the 
land,  and  remodelled  the  buildings.  By  good 
management  of  his  affairs  he  became  well- 
to-do  in  the  world.  He  died  at  sixty-nine 
years  of  age,  leaving  a  widow  and  one  son, 
the  subject  of  the  present  sketch. 

Charles  H.  Toan  was  educated  at  the  Perry 
Academy,  ami  at  the  age  of  eighteen  began 
his  career  as  a  farmer.  In  1885  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  .Stella  Wylie,  of  Perr}', 
born  in  Milltown,  Pa.,  December  26,  1864. 
Her  [larents,  James  and  Mary  (Phompson) 
Wylie,    were    born    near    Paisle}',  Scotlantl. 
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After  einiL;ratinL;-  to  America  her  father 
worked  in  the  woollen  mills  at  Waterloo  and 
Milltown.  He  is  now  a  commercial  traveller, 
ami  resides  on  Lake  Street  in  I'err)  .  The 
following  are  his  children:  A^nes,  wile  ol 
Charles  Andiu>,  uhn  has  one  child,  ami  re- 
sides in  Sa^in.iw,  Midi.;  James  Wylie,  who 
married  A^nes  Ikilehelor,  a  resident  of  the 
same  place;  Stella,  Mrs.  Toan ;  Maiy  Wylie, 
who  resitles  at  home;  Lizzie  Wylie,  a  teacher 
at  .Sai;inaw:  and  Jessie  Wylie,  also  residing 
at  home. 

Mr.  i^ian  after  his  m.'irriage  purchased  one 
hundred  and  twent)'  acres  of  land,  one  mile 
from  the  village,  and  besides  rej^airing  and 
altering  the  hdUse  erected  a  large  and  well- 
appointed  barn,  lie  lived  upon  this  farm 
until  1893,  when  he  and  his  family,  including 
his  mother,  movcil  into  his  newly  constructed, 
three-story,  modern-built  honse,  which  is  sit- 
uatetl  on  Main  .Stieet  in  I'err)',  one  of  the 
finest  residences  in  town.  He  owns  the  place 
that  was  his  father's,  and  carries  on  his  two 
farms  himself,  emidoying  e.\|)eriencetl  farm 
hands,  ami  wintering  as  many  as  nine  lumclretl 
sheep.  He  raises  some  fine  horses,  of  which 
he  makes  a  sjjecial  feature. 

i\Ir.  Toan  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
was  Su[ier\  isor  in  i  S90  and  1891.  He  is  a 
member  vtf  Consolation  Lodge,  No.  404, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  I'erry,  and  also  of  the  In- 
dependent Ortler  of  lUld  Fellows.  He  is  one 
of  the  nnjst  successful  men  of  the  town.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  'i'oan  have  four  children  —  Lewis 
Austin,  born  October  3,  1886;  Carl  James, 
born  (ul)  5,  iSSS;  Thomas  Leon,  born  June 
17,  1 8()0 ;  and  Mar\'  Llizabeth,  born  No\'em- 
hcr  13,  1  89-'. 


TTAOLONTT.  Hl'NRY  L.  ARNOLD,  of 
I  v-^  (ieneseo,  is  favorably  known  through- 
\l9  ,  out  Livingston  County  as  well  fitted 
by  birth,  native  ability,  and  educa- 
tion for  the  prominent  position  he  has  alwa)'s 
occupied  among  the  foremost  men  uf  the 
count)-.  He  is  a  nati\e  of  the  limpire  .State, 
and  first  drew  the  breath  of  life  June  4,  1828, 
in  the  town  of  Conesus,  Livingston  County. 
His  grandfather,  (ja.maliel  Arnold,  who  was  of 


luiglish  birth,  emigrated  to  America  when  a 
young  man,  and  assisted  the  colonists  in  their 
struggle  fur  i ndei)endence.  He  spent  some 
lime  in  INLissacliusetts,  but  afterward  removed 
to  the  Green  i\Iounlain  .State,  where  he  ile- 
[)arted   this  life. 

Amh'ew  Ainold,  the  Cohniel  s  f,illiei\  was 
born  in  Massachusetts,  and  while  a  resident 
of  that  State  enlisted  in  the  War  of  1S12,  in 
which  he  served  as  Captain  of  the  Thirty-first 
LL.S.  Infantry.  He  subsequently  removed  to 
Livingston  Count)-,  New  York,  and,  settling 
in  the  town  of  Conesus,  established  a  general 
store,  an  ashery,  a  saw-niill,  and  a  sln)e-shop, 
and  was  for  many  )-ears  thereafter  an  imjior- 
tant  factor  in  the  mercantile  and  the  manu- 
facturing interests  of  the  x  icinit)'.  The  latter 
part  of  his  life  he  spent  with  his  children, 
(1)1  ng  in  Geneseo  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
ninety-four  years.  His  wife,  Anne  Hentler- 
son,  was  one  of  a  large  family  born  to  James 
Henderson,  who  removed  from  his  Pennsyl- 
vania home  to  this  county,  and  settled  at  the 
head  of  Conesus  Lake.  Of  the  five  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Arnold,  three 
grew  to  aelult  life,  as  follows:  Henry  L.,  the 
subject  of  this  brief  narrative;  Emily,  the 
wife  of  Allan  I'.  Millar,  of  Chicago;  and 
Adeline,  who  died  in  1848,  aged  sixteen 
years.  The  mother  died  while  a  resident  of 
Conesus,  when  but  forty-one  years  of  age. 

Colonel  Arnold  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  the  county,  completing  his  studies  in  the 
(jeneseo  Academy  and  Lima  Seminary.  He 
subse(|uently  taught  school  for  a  time,  and 
ctjiitinued  working  on  the  farm  with  his 
lather  until  1862,  when  he  organized  a  com- 
pany of  sokliers  from  the  towns  of  Cfinesus, 
Sparta,  and  .Siiringwater,  and  went  to  the 
front  during  the  late  Rebellion  as  Captain  of 
Company  I,  One  Hundred  and  Thirtv-sixth 
New  York  A'ldunteer  Infantry.  With  his 
regiment  he  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
Chancellorsville  in  May,  1S63,  and  in  that 
of  Gettysburg  the  following  July,  when  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Major.  The  reg- 
inient  was  afterward  assigned  to  General 
Hooker's  command,  and  after  the  batth.'s  of 
Wauhatchie,  Lookout  Mountain,  and  Mis- 
sionar)'  Ridge,  was  made  a  part  of  the  Twen- 
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ticth  Corps,  going  from  Chattanooga  to  At- 
lanta, tlicncc  with  Slicrman  on  his  famous 
march  to  the  sea,  serving  in  all  of  the  im- 
jjcjrtant  engagements  of  that  remarkable  cam- 
l)aign.  During  the  time  Major  Arnold  was 
again  promoteil,  being  made  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel, am.!  conunanded  his  re,^;iment  in  Sher- 
man's eampai^;!!  through  the  Carolinas.  At 
liie  battle  of  Ik'ntonviUe,  N.C.,  he  was 
wounded  in  the  groin  and  m  the  hand,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  campaign  was  brevctted 
Colonel  ii)V  "meritorious  services  during  the 
campaign  in  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas."  He 
was  discharged  witii  his  regiment  at  Roches- 
ter in  June,  1865. 

Resuming  his  duties  as  a  private  citizen  in 
Geneseo,  Colonel  Arnold  was  elected  Sheriff 
in  1870,  and  served  with  satisfaction  three 
years.  lie  had  previously  ser\ed  his  fellow- 
townsmen  in  official  life,  having  been  Super- 
vi.sor  in  Conesus  during  1857  and  1858.  I"or 
seven  years  he  was  Slate  agent  for  discharged 
con\'icts,  l)eing  one  of  the  most  efficient  of 
State  officers.  The  three  years  from  1 891 
until  the  17th  of  June,  1894,  the  Colonel 
was  L'nited  .States  Consul  to  Clifton,  Canada, 
serving  with  credit  lo  himself  and  honor  to 
the  government  which  appointed  him  to  the 
position. 

In  1853  Cohjuel  ;\rnoKl  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Helen  i\I.  Hissell,  who  is  one  of  the 
four  children  born  to  tiic  late  Dr.  Daniel  H. 
l^issell.  Dr.  Bissell  was  one  of  the  best- 
known  practising  |)hysicians  of  the  county, 
and  was  at  one  time  Resident  Physician 
at  the  Quarantine  in  New  York  City. 
Colonel  and  ^Irs.  Arnold  have  five  children 
now  lixing:  George  R.  is  manager  of  a  large 
paper  establishment  in  Chicago.  Alice  G.  is 
the  wife  oi  John  C.  Ccme,  a  farmer  residing 
in  Geneseo.  lleniy  L.  is  \vith  his  elder 
brother  in  Chicago,  in  chai"ge  of  a  department 
in  the  same  estal)l ishment.  Lucy  G.  is  a 
graduate  of  the  normal  schocd.  Allan  M.,  the 
youngest  son,  is  l)ook-keeper  in  a  mercantile 
house  in  Chicago.  The  eldest  ilaughter,  I\Irs. 
Cone,  who  was  graduated  from  the  normal 
school,  is  at  present  travelling  in  luiropc  in 
charge  of  a  party  of  tourists.  In  politics  Colo- 
nel ArnoUl  is  a  zealous  advocate  of  the  prin- 


ciples of  the  ]\ei)ublican  party,  and  socially 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Order  of 
Ihiited  Workirien  and  the  (irand  Army  of  the 
Republic. 


-tfpyf  IRAAI  CRAl'SIA'  is  a  foiemosl  cili- 
I  I  zen  of  Leicestei',  Livin-stcju  Count)', 
I  [3  I         N.Y.,  and   is  one  of  the  few  who 

(^mi  pcrsonall)'  recall  the  facts  re- 
garding the  settlement  of  the  town.  He  was 
born  in  Dutchess  County  on  Deceml)er  16, 
1 8 16,  the  }  ear  of  Monroe's  election  to  the 
I'residenc)'.  His  grandfather,  Rastien  Crap- 
sey,  was  a  lile-long  resident  of  Dutchess 
County.  Rastien  Crapse)'s  son  James  was 
born  and  reared  in  the  same  countv,  and  there 
remained  till  1822,  when,  accompanied  b)-  his 
wife  antl  three  chihiren,  he  came  to  Westerii 
New  York,  the  removal  being  made  with  o\ 
teams.  Their  first  settlement  was  at  Warsaw 
Hill,  then  within  the  lines  of  (ienesee 
County;  but  tlie)'  soon  alter  came  to  what  is 
now  Leicester,  antl  b(jught  a  large  ti\ict  of 
land  where  a  small  clearing  IkuI  been  made 
but  no  buildings  erected.  A  log  cabin  was 
soon  commenced,  and  therein  the  family 
quickly  took  up  tlieir  abode,  though  as  }et  it 
lacked  door,  windows,  and  roof.  After  a  few 
years  l\Ir.  Crapsey  traded  this  |)lace  for  an- 
other in  the  same  town,  whereon  he  resided 
till  his  death,  in  1853.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Elizabeth  IMarciuoit.  .She  died 
in  1824;  and  her  husband  was  then  mai'ried 
the  second  time  to  I'Tizabeth  .Selight,  who 
outlived  him  many  years.  When  the  Cra|)- 
seys  came  to  Western  New  York,  Hiram  was 
only  a  child  of  six,  aiul  well  i\'mrml)ei's  ihc 
hardshi])s  of  pioneer  life,  when  Indians  were 
roaming  throuidi  the  forest  and  their  children 
were  his  playmates.  Of  course  there  was  no 
railroad,  and  no  convenioit  maiket.  Wheat 
had  to  be  taken  to  Rochester  for  sale,  and  the 
round  trip  cost  three  davs  ol  \-aluable  time. 
Hiram  remaini'd  in  the  home  till  he  was  thirt)' 
)ears  (dd,  and  then  settled  on  the  faini  he  has 
ever  since  carried  on.  It  has  been  improved 
greatly  iii  every  department,  and  is  finel)' 
situated,  within  a  mile  of  the  Genesee  River. 
In    1848,  at    the   age   of   thirt}'-lwo,  he  was 
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married  to  Fanii)-  Surnmy,  who  was  born  in 
tlic  townshi])  of  Marl,  Lancaster  County,  I'a., 
January  21,  1822. 

Her  father,  Uavid  Sunimy,  was  born  in  the 
same  county,  and  so  was  his  father,  John 
Summy.  The  i^reat-i^raridfather,  Hans  Jacob 
Summy,  was  born  in  luwope;  and  one  ^venera- 
tion fartlier  l)aek  we  come  to  Hans  I'eter 
Summy,  of  Swiss  origin,  who  emij;rated  from 
Rotterdam,  Holland,  to  America  in  1733,  and 
became  a  resident  of  the  Keystone  State, 
spending  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  Karl 
township.  He  was  a  Mennonite  in  his  relig- 
ious principles,  and  this  partly  accounts  for 
his  immigration.  His  son,  Hans  Jacob 
Simimy,  married  liarbara  (Heistand)  Bear, 
the  widow  of  John  Bear;  and  they  both  spent 
their  best  )'ears  in  Earl.  Their  son,  John 
Summ\',  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Crapsey,  was 
twice  married,  the  second  wife,  her  grand- 
mother, being  Anna  Newcomer.  John  Summy 
was  a  farmer,  and  sjient  his  life  in  Marl;  and 
he  also  was  a  Mennonite  in  religion.  His 
son,  David  Sumni)',  the  father  of  Mrs.  Crap- 
sey, was  born  and  grew  up  in  the  same 
town  and  religion.  In  1824,  with  a  wife 
ami  eight  children,  he  removed  witli  teams 
to  Cayuga  County,  New  York,  buying 
land  in  Scipio,  whereon,  besides  farming, 
the  Summys  kept  a  tavern.  After  a  dec- 
at!e  they  removed  t(j  Leicester,  where  they 
inirchased  huul  on  the  border  line  of 
\V)'oming  County.  Mr.  Summy's  last  years 
Were  s])ent  in  the  household  of  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Crapsey;  and  he  died  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-six.  His  wife  was 
lilizabeth  Singer.  .She  also  was  born  in 
Earl,  but  died  on  the  homestead,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-one. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hiram  Crapsey  have  three 
children  —  Elizabeth,  born  in  1849;  Charlie, 
born  in  1853;  and  Leslie,  born  in  1858. 
lilizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Newton  Rudgers,  and 
has  two  children;  but  the  son,  Leslie,  carries 
on  the  home  farm  with  his  father.  Well  has 
it  been  said  by  that  inimitable  novelist, 
George  MacDonald:  — 

"Age  is  not  all  decay.  It  is  the  lipening, 
the  swelling,  of  the  fresh  life  within,  that 
withers  and  bursts  the  husk." 


Y^T.\R\\'OOD  A.  l)L'LLI-:\',  j-roprietor 
|-^-|  and  editor  of  the  ll'i'sti  iii  .W  ij 
J_9  I  ]  ('/■/'cv,  a  weekl\'  pajjer  published  in 

^  Warsaw,  ua^  born  in  the  tou'ii  of 
Cireenwich,  Washington  County,  N.V.,  on 
.March  5,  1825.  His  grandfather.  Josei^h 
])u(lle}',  was  a  ccjoper,  lollowing  the  trade  in 
Londonderr)',  N.IL,  (ireenwich  and  I'erry, 
N.Y.  He  was  one  who  was  contented  in  the 
station  of  lite  in  which  he  had  been  born,  and 
discharged  the  duties  thereof  failhfull)'  and 
conscientiously  towanl  God  and  hih  fellow- 
man.  Of  his  five  children  all  grew  uj)  and 
reared  families  with  the  exception  of  one  son, 
Harwood,  for  whom  the  original  of  this  sketch 
was  named. 

The  father  of  the  latter  was  Edward  l)ud- 
le}',  who  was  born  in  1800  in  Londonderry, 
antl  died  th irt)'-seven  )'ears  later  in  Perrv. 
His  wife  was  Miss  Martha  hV^rce,  (;f  (ireen- 
wich, at  which  place  the  marriage  was  solem- 
nized. She  was  the  tlaughter  of  David  l-^irce, 
wh(j  was  ol  I'^rench  extraction.  Two  children 
were  born  of  this  marriage  Harwood  .A.  and 
Mary  Jane,  who  married  Mr.  Lloyd  A.  ILi}- 
ward,  ami  died  in  this  \'illage  in  1886,  aged 
fifty-nine,  leaving  two  children  —  lulward  and 
Mary  Kate.  The  latter  is  the  wife  of  Profes- 
sor Bartlett,  a  member  of  the  Albany  Normal 
School  faculty-  Mrs.  lulward  Dudley  formed 
a  second  marriage  in  1 840  with  James  B. 
h'armer,  of  IV'rry,  whfiin  she  sur\  i\ed  eighteen 
years.  .She  dietl  at  her  son's  residence  in 
Warsaw  in  1888,  aged  eighty-six  years.  At 
tweh'e  years  of  age  Harwood  A.  Dudley  went 
into  the  jirinting-office  of  the  Auuncaii  Cili- 
zoiy  a  paper  published  in  I'erry  b)-  Mr.  David 
Mitchell,  with  whom  he  remained  four  vears, 
receiving  the  foundation  of  that  practical  edu- 
cation that  fitted  him  for  his  future  editorial 
worK. 

The  Citizen  was  a  strong  antislavery  sheet 
and  a  vehement  advocate  of  the  abolition 
party  uj)  to  1841,  when  it  was  purchased  b\'  a 
political  syndicate,  and  became  an  organ  for 
the  Whig  jxirty  and  a  strong  supporter  of 
William  Henry  Harrison.  In  june  of  the 
same  year  the  pa])er  was  mo\ed  to  Warsaw, 
the  new  county  seat  of  W\oming  County. 
Mr.   Dudley,  then  a  lad  of  sixteen,  followed 
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the  new  fortunes  of  the  publication  for  a  year, 
and  then  went  into  a  job  printing-house  in 
New  \'ork.  One  year  hiter  he  went  to  Green- 
field, Mass.,  where  he  remained  for  a  twelve- 
month, and  then  in  1848  returned  to  Warsaw, 
where  he  has  been  engageil  ever  since  in  news- 
paper work.  I'"or  some  yeais  he  was  foreman 
of  the  \\'3'oniiiiL;"  County  Mirror^  a  paper 
which,  after  an  existence  of  eight  years,  was 
merged  in  1S64  into  the  \\\\^tLni  Xeiv  Yorker, 
in  the  ownership  of  which  William  Henry 
Merrill  and  llarwootl  A.  Dudley  became  joint 
and  equal  partners.  A  dozen  )ears  later  Mr. 
Dutlle)'  bought  Mr.  ]\Ierl'il^^  interest,  and  has 
since  been  the  sole  pioprietoi'  and  editor  of 
the  paper,  which  lie  lias  edited  ably  and  satis- 
factorih'.  This  four-page  folio  has  been  de- 
voted to  tlie  dissemination  of  Republican 
principles  since  the  orgaiii/ation  of  that  polit- 
ical jKirty.  besides  its  [ireseiit  owner  and 
editor  several  nieii  of  note  ser\ed  an  appren- 
ticesliip  on  this  paper  in  their  boyhood,  among 
whom  Merrill  V..  (iates,  I'resident  of  Amherst 
College,  aiul  William  II.  Merrill,  the  present 
editorial  manager  of  the  New  York  //(vA/are 
consjiicLious. 

Mr.  Dudle}-  was  marrii'd  April  25,  1850, 
to  .Miss  Sarah  Jane  Hogarth,  of  Geneva,  a 
daughter  of  John  .S.  Hogarth,  of  that  place, 
and  Mary  Shethar  Hogarth,  whose  father,  Cap- 
tain John  Shethar,  accpiireel  a  military  reputa- 
tion during  the  Revolutioiiar)'  War.  Mr.  and 
.Mrs.  I)uc!ley"s  marriage  was  blessed  by  the 
advent  of  seven  children,  two  sons  and  five 
daughters  —  William,  died  while  a  student  at 
Temijle  Hill  .School  of  Geneseo,  where  he 
gave  i)roniise  of  unusual  cleverness;  Mary, 
who  graduated  from  the  Warsaw  Union 
-School,  and  who  taught  for  S(jme  years,  is 
assistant  editor  on  her  father's  pai)er;  Martha, 
who  attended  school  in  Warsaw;  and  Eliza- 
beth, who  married  Mi".  Charles  E.  Ketchum, 
of  the  same  town.  Two  children  died  in 
infancy.  The  handsome  residence  on  Park 
Street,  in  which  llie  famil)'  now  reside,  was 
built  in  1864.  During  the  Civil  War  Mr. 
Dudley  was  a  volunteer  in  Company  K, 
Seventeenth  New  \'ork  Infantry,  and  was  at 
the  first  battle  of  Hull  Run  and  at  the  engage- 
ment   at    I■^)l■t    hdlsworth,    near  Alexandria. 


After  serx  ing  one  year  as  h'irst  Lieutenant,  he 
returned  and  serxed  as  l'ro\'ost  Marshal  until 
the  end  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Dudley  has  had  besiiles  his  own  busi- 
ness affairs  \'arious  municipal  and  other  jjublic 
duties  to  fulfil.  He  has  lieen  Clerk  of  the 
J^oard  ol  .Supervisors  fourteen  )ears,  Loan 
Commissit)ner  thi'ee  )ears,  Count\'  Treasuier 
six  years,  and  Dejiut}-  Troxost  Marshal  three 
years.  He  is  an  I^lder  of  the  I'resbyterian 
church  in  Warsaw.  He  was  one  of  the  cliar- 
ter  members  of  the  New  \'(ndc  Tress  Associa- 
tion, formed  in  Llinira  in  1856.  where  a  close 
friendship  was  fiu-nied  between  Charles  G. 
Fairman  and  himself.  The  prosperity  which 
crowns  and  the  energy  wliich  achieves  success 
merit  the  "  Iji  avos  "  of  the  spectators  wdio 
watch  the  life-i)la)'  of  the  public  man  from  the 
pit  and  gallery  of  the  worltl's  tlieatre;  nor  do 
well-desei'vetl  plaudits  ever  seem  in  bad  taste, 
h'rom  this  standpoint  no  hesitation  is  felt  in 
awarding  to  the  subject  of  tliis  memoir  the 
palm  he  has  won  from  early  boyliood. 


^1  IH'IODOR]-:  F.  0LMSTI-:D,  Cashier  of 
the  Genesee  \'alley  National  Bank  of 
Geneseo,  a  prominent  and  iiiHueiitial 
citizen  of  the  \-illage-,  was  born  at  Lake\-ille, 
Livingr^toii  County,  .Sei)tember  16,  1836. 
His  father,  Lucius  F.  Olmsted,  who  was  born 
March  10.  1796,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  as 
was  also  his  grandtatlier,  Asher,  being  a  life- 
long resident  of  that  State. 

Lucius  V .  Olmsted  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  ot  his  nati\'e  town,  and  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  While  still  a  \'oung 
man,  he  came  to  New  \'(Mk  State,  first  set- 
tling at  Cayuga  Bridge,  wdiere  he  C(jntracted 
iorapru-tion  ot  the  .Seneca  Canal,  two  miles 
of  which  he  constructed.  In  1835  he  erected 
the  saw  antl  Hour  mills  at  Lakeville,  still 
known  as  the  Olmsted  Mills,  wdiich  he  ojier- 
ated  until  1854.  In  1858  he  removed  to 
Geneseo,  where  he  li\ed  in  retirement  until 
his  decease,  wdiich  occurreil  October  15, 
1868,  at  the  age  t)f  seventy-two.  He  was  a 
man  of  much  energy  and  of  lai-ge  business  ex- 
jierience,  and  was  an  enter|")risiiig  antl  \'alued 
citizen.     The  maiden  name  of   his  wife  was 
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Emeline  Willard.  She  was  born  at  Cayuga 
Bridge,  X()\'cnil)er  I,  1805,  daughter  of  Lor- 
ing  Willard,  (jf  that  town.  They  were  married 
at  the  abuve-nanied  place  during  the  period  in 
which  Mr.  Olmsted  was  engaged  in  construct- 
ing the  canal,  the  ceremony  being  celebrated 
April  9,  1S22.  They  became  the  parents  of 
nine  children.  The  ekiest,  Loring  W.,  born 
March  12,  1823,  died  January  4,  1868,  aged 
forty-five;  b^ ranees  .-\.,  Lucius  Asher,  and  N. 
I'" ranees  K.  are  deceased;  Franklin  \V.  Olm- 
sted died  about  i86g,  aged  thirty-eight;  Will- 
iam II.,  born  1828,  died  in  1884,  aged  fifty- 
six.  The  following  sons  and  one  daughter 
are  still  li\-ing:  Mary  L.,  wife  of  Asahel  W. 
Daniels,  of  Geneseo,  N.Y.;  Theodore  F.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Charles  Edward 
U.,  of  -St.  Paul,  Minn.  The  mother  died 
April  4,  1887,  aged  eighty-two  years. 

Theodore  F.  Olmsted  received  tlie  first 
rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  district 
schools.  He  then  entered  the  Canandaigua 
Academy,  where  he  studied  for  two  years. 
Then  after  one  year's  clerkship  at  Geneseo 
he  returned  to  the  former  institution,  and 
finished  the  course.  On  August  16,  1853,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Bishop  &  Olmsted  at 
Geneseo,  and  stayed  with  them  until  February 
24,  1858,  when  he  accepted  a  position  in  the 
Genesee  Valley  National  Bank  as  book-keeper 
and  teller.  After  more  than  twenty  years  of 
faithful  service,  on  June  25,  1881,  he  received 
the  api)ointment  of  Assistant  Cashier,  and  on 
December  17,  1884,  was  made  Cashier,  which 
position  he  still  h(dds,  and  has  the  entire  con- 
fidence of  the  officials.  June  9,  1877,  he  was 
elected  a  Director  of  the  bank;  and  at  the 
present  time  he  is  a  leading  power  in  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  institution.  Mr.  Olmsted 
is  one  of  the  foremost  in  all  local  public 
affairs.  He  is  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
'l\'mple  Hill  Cemetery,  and  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Geneseo  Gas  and  I'Tectric 
Light  Company,  and  Treasurer  of  the  (jeneseo 
Driving  Park  Association.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners,  also 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  board  and  Bus- 
iness Manager,  to  which  he  was  elected  in 
1887,  and  is  a  director  of  the  Geneseo  glove 
and  mitten  factory.     He  is  a  member  of  the 


Board  of  Health,  and  has  been  elected  a  Trus- 
tee of  the  village  foi"  sL-\cral  terms.  He  is  a 
stanch  supjjortei"  of  the  Republican  ]xirty,  and, 


having  been  electetl  to  the  olhce  ot 
Treasurer,  found  time  to  scr\-e  in  that 
from  I  Hyo  to  1875. 


Count)' 
cai)acity 


On   May  1 


married 
the  late 


1861,  Mr.  Olmsted 
Miss  Laura  I'..  Bissell,  daughter  of 
Daniel  II.  Bissell,  who  was  for  fort)'  )'ear.'^  a 
practitioner  of  high  re|Hite  in  Geneseo.  Dr. 
Bissell  was  for  six  years  connected  with  the 
floating  hospital  in  Xew  York  City,  and  had 
held  many  public  offices  in  the  village,  where 
he  was  Assessor,  .Supervisor,  and  I'nited 
States  Assessor  of  Internal  Re\enues.  He 
passed  his  declining  years  at  the  home  ot  his 
daughter.  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Olmsted  have  had  but 
one  child,  who  died  in  infanc)'.  The)'  are 
prominent  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  Mr.  Olmsted  being  a  Trustee,  ami  his 
wife  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Sunday-school 
and  missionary  matters.  Mr.  Olmsted  is  a 
man  of  progressive  ideas,  a  skilful  and  judi- 
cious financier,  a  liberal  contributor  to  all  de- 
serving charities,  and  an  enthusiastic  wi.rker 
for  the  geneial  welfare  of  the  comnuiiiit)'. 
His  sturdy  adherence  to  honest)'  and  faith- 
ful attention  to  his  duties  have  biought 
him  to  his  "present  high  position,  which  is 
in  truth  a  just  reward  for  an  exemplary  busi- 
ness career. 


l\CA/'/  ILLIAM  COGSWELL,  the  manager 
of  an  extensive  lumber  )'ard  at  the 
foot  of  Canal  Street,  Dans\'ille, - 
N.V.,  is  held  in  high  repute  throughout  this 
portion  of  Li\'iugston  County  as  a  man  nt  fair 
business  dealings  and  upright  personal  ch.irac- 
ter.  He  was  born  in  Dansx'ille,  October  3, 
1850,  and  is  the  offspring  of  an  old  Connecti- 
cut family,  his  father  and  paternal  grand- 
father, both  of  whom  were  baptized  Daniel 
Cogswell,  being  natives  of  that  State.  The 
senior  Daniel  remained  there  until  of  midtlle 
age,  when  he  renioved  to  Scliuyler  Countv, 
New  York,  where  he  bought  and  im]ii'o\'ed  a 
small  farm,  on  which  he  passed  the  remainiler 
of  his  life.  He  was  twice  married,  the  father 
of  William  beiu'r  a  child  of  his  second  uiiion. 
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Daniel  Cogswell,  Jr.,  was  reared  to  man- 
liood  in  ScliLi)'ler  County,  received  a  good 
eonmion-scliDol  education,  and  was  thoroughly 
initiated  into  the  uiyNleries  of  agriculture  on 
the  parental  lujniestead.  Some  time  during 
the  forties  he  came  to  this  county,  and  lo- 
cated in  l)ansville,  where  for  many  years  he 
kept  a  grocer}'  store.  In  1855  he  began 
tiealing  in  lumber,  selling  to  the  wholesale 
trade  in  Rochester.  I'our  )-ears  later,  having 
already  secured  a  good  start,  he  established 
the  business  now  cai'ried  on  b)'  his  son  Will- 
iam, continuing  it  until  the  time  of  his  de- 
cease, in  h'ebruary,  1876,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
seven  years.  While  in  Schuyler  County  he 
wooed  and  won  the  affections  of  Miss  Hettie 
Owen;  and  their  hapiiy  union  was  gladdened 
by  the  birth  oi  three  children  —  Mary  E., 
I'^lura,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mary 
is  now  the  wife  of  J.J.  Gilder,  of  Dansville; 
and  1:^1  ura  married  Henry  C.  I'enstermacher. 
The  mother  is  still  li\-ing;  and  the  son  makes 
his  home  with  her,  devoting  himself  to  her 
comf(jrt  auti  ha[.)piness.  Oaniel  Cogswell, 
Jr.,  was  quite  [jrominoit  in  this  section  of  the 
countv,  actively  intcrcsteil  in  its  political  and 
religious  welfare,  and  was  (uv  many  years  an 
orilained  minister  of  the  Atlvent  church, 
preaching  in  Dansville  and  the  surrounding 
towns.  Me  held  many  high  public  offices, 
serving  se\eral  )-ears  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
besides  which  he  was  village  Trustee,  Asses- 
sor, and  llighwa\  Couunissioner,  receiving 
the  noinination  of  both  |i(ditical  parties, 
although  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat. 

Since  the  tleath  of  his  father  William  Cogs- 
well has  carried  on  the  lumber  business, 
greatly  increasing  its  extent,  and  has  also  suc- 
ceedetl  in  a  large  measine  to  the  position 
formerly  occupied  by  his  father  in  the  man- 
agement of  local  and  county  matters,  having 
sei  ved  continuously  the  past  twelve  years  as 
the  village  Assessor  and  town  Assessor,  and 
lor  many  )'ears  was  a  member  of  the  Protec- 
ti\-e  I'ire  Company  of  this  town,  but  is  now 
exem[)t  from  acti\e  dut\-,  although  an  hon- 
orary member  of  the  compan}-.  In  politics  he 
has  f(dlowed  the  teachings  of  his  youthful 
days,  and  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket.     Sociall)',  Mr.   Cogswell  is  a 


member  of  the  Maccabees,  being  at  present 
Commander  of  the  local  society. 


J"^AVID  ANDRUS,  one  of  the  leading 
=1  business  men  of  I'erry,  Wyoming" 
9J  County,  N.V.,  was  born  at  Shafts- 
bur)',  Ik'nnington  County,  Vt.,  Oc- 
tober 10,  1825,  son  of  David,  Sr.,  and  Mary 
(Park)  Andrus.  Mis  grandfather,  Isaac  An- 
clrus,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  an  early 
settler  in  the  (ireen  Moun.tain  State,  jun- 
chased  a  tract  of  land,  on  which  he  built  a 
tavern,  where  he  resitled  until  he  died,  at  the 
age  of  eighty.  He  had  five  sons,  all  of  whom 
!  moved  West  very  early  except  David,  the 
j  youngest,  who  ptirchased  his  father's  farm 
and  ta\  ern,  and  carried  it  on  for  forty  years, 
making  in  that  time  several  trijjs  to  Cayuga 
and  Wyoming  Counties,  New  York,  moving 
families.  While  on  one  of  theae,  in  1810,  he 
bought  one  hundretl  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
situatetl  where  the  village  of  Wyoming  now 
stands,  and  where  his  uncle  Isaac  had  already 
located  and  had  a  log  tavern. 

In  1833  David  Andrus,  Sr.,  remo\'ed  his 
j  family  to  Wyoming  County,  where  he  had 
some  years  before  purchased  a  tract  of  im- 
provetl  land  in  the  town  of  Castile,  situated 
west  of  Silver  Lake.  There  he  remained 
until  his  wife  died,  and  then  removed  to 
Perry,  residing  with  his  son  iJavid  until  his 
decease.  He  was  born  March  29,  1779,  and 
died  h\'brtiary  8,  1861.  His  wife  was  born 
I  January  9,  1787,  and  died  March  2,  1839. 
They  were  members  of  the  Baptist  church.  Of 
their  children  two  tlied  yoimg;  ami  the 
others  were  as  follows:  Abi,  born  February, 
1803;  Orretta,  born  bVdjruar}'  13,  1805;  b'ree- 
love,  born  June  15,  1807;  John  P.,  l)orn  May 
22,  1809;  Martin,  born  h'ebruary  22,  181  I  ; 
Nelson,  born  January  30,  1813;  William  M., 
born  May  11,  1 8 1  5  ;  Columbus,  born  Septem- 
ber 8,  1822;  and  David,  born  October  lo, 
1825. 

David  was  the  )-oinigest  child  of  the  family. 
He  was  educated  in  district  scliools,  and  at 
the  age  of  twelve  commenced  work  for  one  of 
his   older   brothers  at  one  tlollar  \)cr  month 
I  and  three  months'  schooling  per  )'ear.  His 
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\va<res  beiiiii'  raised,  he  continued  thus  em- 
])loyetl  for  sex'en  years,  and  then  went  to 
Virginia,  where  he  specuhited  in  lumber,  and 
remaineil  three  year;>.  In  1849  he  went  to 
California  by  the  water  route,  and  there  en- 
'ra"ed  in  miniiiL'',  makinif  sixteen  hundred  dol- 
lars  in  four  nidntlis,  elear  of  all  expenses. 
On  aceuunt  ol  the  failuie  of  the  water  supply 
lie  went  to  the  north  toik  of  the  American 
River,  and  worked  011  the  bars,  l)ut  was  at  last 
taken  ill,  his  com|)anions  being  already  dis- 
abled; and,  giving  away  his  interest,  he 
started  for  the  mountains,  driving  a  team  of 
mules,  loaded  with  provisions,  which  be  sold 
to  the  mineis  witli  some  success.  Me  con- 
tinued at  tlii^  business  until  his  wagon 
accidentally  overturned  upon  the  side  of  a 
mountain,  causing  him  to  lose  about  four  hun- 
dred dollars.  He  then  started  to  return  East; 
but,  while  in  San  ImmucIsco,  he  decided  to 
remain  there,  and,  selling  mules  and  outfit, 
he  bought  a  cargo  of  hogs,  and  for  two  years 
successfully  conducted  a  butchering  business. 
Returning  to  Castile,  N.Y.,  he  purchased  two 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  situated  on 
the  west  side  of  Silver  Lake.  Tliis  farm  was 
improved  by  I\Ir.  Se)niour,  and  includes  a 
large  orchard  grown  from  seeds  planted  by 
I\Irs.  Seymour.  Mr.  Andrus  resided  tor 
some  years  on  his  farm,  and  then  removed  to 
the  village  of  I'erry,  where  he  purchased  forty- 
two  and  one-half  acrcN,  and  raised  hops  for 
three  years,  after  which  he  purchased  the  mill 
property  of  \V\'coff  is;  i'uttel.  He  remod- 
elled the  mill,  and  now  does  job  sawing, 
manufacturing  sashes  and  blinds  and  doors, 
and  deals  in  all  kimks  of  lumber.  His  pleas- 
ant residence  is  located  on  Centre  Street. 

On  January  19,  1854,  Mr.  Andrus  married 
Harriet  Palmer,  of  Castile,  who  was  boiii  May 
20,  1 83 1,  daughter  of  Altcui  and  Harriet 
(Beardsley  )  Taliuer,  a  sketch  of  whom  a|)pears 
elswhere. 

Mrs.  Harriet  V.  Andrus  died  on  June  2, 
1865,  leaxdng  four  chihh-en  —  William  P., 
Charles  A.,  Daniel  S.,  and  Ray.  William 
P.  Andrus,  born  April  12,  1856,  married 
Mary  White,  resides  in  Perry,  and  has  one 
child,  P).  luul.  Charles  A.  Andrus,  born  June 
4,  1858,  marrietl  Agnes  Wiley,  has  one  son, 


Plarry,  lives  in  Saginaw,  Mich.,  and  is  in  the 
maible  business.  Haniel  S.  Andrus,  born 
November  6,  i<S6i,  is  an  extensive  harduare 
dealer  in  Castile.  He  mairied  .Mattie  Sweet- 
ing; ami  they  have  one  child,  Pessie.  'I'lie 
lather  of  Mrs.  .Andius  was  Professor  llenr\ 
Sweeting,  who  was  born  in  llolhuul.  and  died 
in  l,ivingst(jn  Count)-,  at  the  age  of  si\ly 
'years.  Ray  Andrus,  born  .May  18,  lcS(''>5,  is 
an  able  and  enter|)ri si ng  young  Inisiness  man 
of  Perry,  taking  a  ,^reat  intei'est  in  political 
matters. 

in  1868  .Mr.  David  .Xndrus  marrieil  for  tlie 
second  time,  tlie  lady  being  Martha  J.  Palmer, 
who  was  born  Januarv  8,  1835.  -"^l""-' 
member  of  Pastern  Star  at  Perry,  and  admi- 
rably fills  the  place  of  mother  to  his  children. 
Mr.  Andrus  is  a  Re])uljlican  in  politics,  has 
been  Assessor  six  )'ears,  ami  hekl  other  town 
offices. 


^0SP:PH  N.  klPPI'Y,  a  native  of  Sen- 
eca, Ontario  Countv,  X.\'.,  was  born 
on  Januar)'  31,  1828.  His  father, 
Hugh  Rii:)|)ey,  was  born  in  Penns\l- 
\'ania,  from  which  State  he  came  to  New 
York,  and  settled  in  .Seneca  at  an  early  date 
of  the  latter  i)lace"s  histor>'. 

'Phe  farmer-bred  young  Pennsylvanian  im- 
mediatel}'  jnirchased  a  piece  of  land  in  the 
vicinity  oi  the  village,  and  began  the  arduous 
task  of  clearing  awa)'  the  growtli  of  timbei-. 
As  soon  as  this  was  accoiupl ished,  he  built  a 
small  frame  house,  in  which  lie  lived  for  the 
space  ot  a  dozen  \'\jars.  At  tlie  expiiation  of 
this  period  he  sold  that  property,  and  bought 
a  farm  of  one  liundreil  and  fift\-  acres  near  the 
town  of  La  Grange.  A  new  dwelling-house 
was  shortl)'  erected  on  the  premises,  and  its 
owner  remained  here  for  another  twelve  )  eai  s. 
His  final  jilace  of  residence  was  York,  in 
Livingston  County,  to  which  jilace  he  came 
after  disposing  satisfactorily  of  the  La  Grange 
]-)roperty.  'Phe  York  farm,  of  wdiich  he  took 
]iossession  in  lS5(),  coxered  an  area  ol  one 
hundred  and  fift\'  acres,  and  la\'  in  the  south- 
east part  of  the  town.  Here  he  died  in  1861, 
in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  his  age. 

His  wife,  Priscilla  Hell,  was.  like  himself, 
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a  ii;tti\-L'  of  Pcims}! van ia.  From  their  mar- 
riage ten  cliildieii  were  hum  —  Mary  A., 
Jiihn,  William,  Matilda,  Joseph  N.,  Hiram 
15.,  llui;!),  Saliiia,  I'liscilla  I'^.,  and  James. 
l-"ive  of  these  are  st i  1 1  livin,i;'  in  the  vieinity 
of  their  biith[jlaee.  Mrs.  liuj^h  Ri]ipey  was 
sevent)'  years  (dd.  at  the  date  of  her  death. 

Jose])h  X.  Rippi')'  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schoid  of  \'oik.  Wlien  a  young  man, 
he  bought  a  farm  in  Covington,  Wyoming 
County,  but  s(dd  it  three  }ear.',  later,  and  re- 
turned to  \'oi"k,  whei'e  he  has  since  resided. 
Scjme  fortunate  speculations  in  land  made  in 
his  youth  brought  him  quite  a  sum  of  money, 
and  provetl  his  sagacity  in  practical  and  finan- 
cial mattei's.  lie  was  mariied  to  Miss  Mary 
Donnan,  to  wlioni  two  cliildren  were  born. 
By  a  sad  and  somewhat  unusual  fatality  his 
entire  family  was  taken  frt)m  him  by  the  fell 
hand  of  tleath,  and  he  was  left  a  childless 
widower. 

By  a  second  marriage  to  Miss  Hester  L. 
Bo\-(l,  two  other  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
Rippc)':  namely,  Harlan  W.,  wlio  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  State  normal  school,  and  Joseph- 
ine 1".  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rijipey  are  happil}' 
allied  ill  Christian  faith,  both  being  members 
of  the  Lhiited  I'resb)  terian  church.  Mr.  Rip- 
pey  was  in  earh'  life  a  Democrat,  but  has 
latel)-  voted  with  the  Prohibitionists.  His 
first  I'resideiitial  vnte  was  cast  for  Franklin 
Pierce  in  1852. 


HJJA.M  W.  wisp:,  the  subject  of 
XY^A/  til  is  sketch,  was  born  in  Grox  eland, 
»^  Li\'ingston  County,  N.Y.,  August 
2,  1841.  His  [jarents  were  Andrew  and 
l.ydia  (.Suttin)  Wise,  nati\-es  of  New  Jersey, 
who  came  to  this  count)'  in  1830,  and  bought 
a  farm  in  (ii'o\eIand,  on  wliich  they  resided 
until  the  }ear  1865.  'I'hey  then  purchased 
another  farm  in  the  town  of  Geneseo,  and 
li\ed  thereon  for  two  )ears,  when  they  re- 
moved to  l'.a>t  Cirovelaml,  called  also  Hunt's 
Cornell,  where  the  father  died  the  same  year, 
1867,  aged  sixty-three  years.  He  was  a  suc- 
cessful farmer,  and  acquired  a  fair  compe- 
tence. Mrs.  Lydia  .S.  Wise  continued  to  live 
in  the  same  place  until  January,  1892,  when 


she  dietl  at  the  ri[je  age  of  eighty-nine  years, 
greatly  respected  by  all  who  knew  her.  She 
was  a  devoted  member  (;f  the  .Methodist 
church,  and  did  lu'rself  credit  in  zeahnisly 
doing  her  part  to  helj)  make  the  world  better. 

Jught  ot  the  ten  children  born  t(;  this 
coui^le  grew  to  maturit}';  namel)',  Celina  A. 
Buck,  Abram  S.,  .Sarah  J.  Gray,  Mary  L. 
Britlges,  Jerome,  Walter  S.,  William  \\\,  and 
Weltha  (j.  Ward.  'Pwo  others  died  in  in- 
fanc)'.  All  aie  still  living  except  Abram  S.. 
who  tlied  in  Michigan  in  1891.  Celina  and 
Mary  reside  in  Michigan;  Jerome  and  Walter 
in  Washington,  P).C.;  Sarah  and  Weltha  in 
Groveland.  Tliere  are  at  the  present  time 
twenty-five  gran<lch i klren  and  fifteen  great- 
grandchildren  (jf   Andrew  and    Lydia  Wise. 

William  W.  Wise  purchased  the  homestead 
farm  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father,  and 
still  owns  it.  He  was  married  in  1869  to 
F'rances  ALagee,  daughter  cjf  Cidonel  John 
Magee  and  his  wife,  Mariet  Patchen  Magee. 
The  former  died  in  1891  and  the  latter  in 
1893.  P^ach  had  an  inheritance  of  good 
blood,  and  both  were  leading  characters  in 
■  every  noble  enterj^rise.  They  were  successful 
in  amassing  propert)-,  owning  at  their  death 
about  eight  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Gro\-e- 
lanil.  I'"rom  their  union  five  children  are  liv- 
ing out  of  ten  born  —  P)r.  Charles  M.  :  Walter 
W.,  a  law)er  in  .Syracuse;  John  C.  ;  P^dward 
I\P  aiul  PA'angie  Gray  in  Grtjvcland. 

To  William  W.  and  Frances  M.  Wise  five 
children  were  born,  all,  except  one  who  died 
in  infanc)',  still  li\-ing.  Blanche  was  born 
October  16,  1871;  Ftlward  R.,  Seinember  4, 
1873;  John  I\P,  August  10,  1876;  and 
Charles  W^,  January-  25,  1879. 

All  are  attending  the  .State  nornial  school 
at  Geneseo,  Fdward  R.  lacing  in  the  class  of 
1895  and  Blanche  in  the  class  of  1896.  The 
motlier,  Mrs.  P'rances  M.  Wise,  died  May  26, 
1893,  after  a  brief  illness  of  pneumonia.  She 
was  greatly  esteemed  in  her  native  town,  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
for  over  twenty  \  ears,  a  woman  of  decided 
coinict ions,  ami  exerted  consitlerable  inllu- 
ence  in  her  community.  P'or  a  while  she  was 
at  the  head  of  the  Ladies'  Missionary  .Societ)', 
and  she  taught  a  Bible  class  for  several  years. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


Mr.  Wise  reni()\e(l  tu  Geneseo  in  1893,  to 
j^ive  his  chihh'eii  the  advantages  of  the  nor- 
mal school  here,  conceded  to  he  the  best  in 
the  Slate.  in  jjolitics  he  has  always  been 
identihed  with  the  Rejiublican  party,  and  has 
held  some  offices  of  li'ust,  snch  as  that  of 
Mighway  Commissioner  and  Jnstice  of  the 
Peace.  He  is  at  jjresent  Deputy  County 
Clerk. 


(^^prlAAiX  .Ml'RCll.Wl",  late  of  Warsaw, 
/' \  Wyoming  County,  New  York,  was 
/  J[\  born  in  Washington  County,  April 
— '  10,  1814.  His  father,  Josiah  Mer- 
chant, a  native  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
Warsaw  in  the  early  )ears  of  the  centurv,  and 
bought  sixty  acres  of  jjartially  improved  land, 
upon  which  there  was  alieady  a  log  house  and 
barn.  There  was  still  wikl  game  in  this 
vicinity;  and  the  busy  housewife  could  evolve 
a  dinner  fit  for  royalty  after  a  day's  hunt, 
when  the  sportsman  of  e\'en  ordinary  skill  was 
sure  to  bag  a  wild  tuike\-,  grtnise,  partridges, 
or  even  a  fat  buck. 

Josiah  Merchant  married  Miss  Polly  Camet, 
a  native  of  the  .State  in  which  he  was  Ijorn. 
They  were  both  in  the  communion  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  and  both  died  at  the 
home  of  their  son  Allen,  at  the  respective 
ages  of  si.\t\-eight  and  sevent)-eight.  Ten 
children  were  born  to  them,  three  of  whom 
grew  up — -Orrin,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Wiscon- 
sin; Allen,  the  .-lubject  of  this  memoir; 
I'^leazer,  a  farmer  in  .South  Warsaw.  In  poli- 
tics the  father  was  a  Whig. 

Allen  Merchant  was  a  little  boy  of  eight 
years  when  he  came  with  his  father  to  War- 
saw; and  he  continued  to  live  in  the  same 
town,  gis  ing  his  whide  attention  to  practical 
farming,  and,  as  the  result,  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  f>wned  one  of  the  largest  farms  in 
Warsaw.  In  1843  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Olive  Barnard,  who  was  a  nati\'e  of  the  vil- 
lage. She  died  in  1846;  and  i\Ir.  Merchant 
married  ior  his  second  wife  Lucy  Asenath 
Bryant,  who  was  born  in  Weathersfield,  Vt., 
on  the  8th  of  December,  1820.  She  now  sur- 
vi\-es  her  husband,  whose  death  occurred  No- 
\  ember  30,  l  894. 


Mrs.  Luc)-  A.  Merchant's  mateinal  giand- 
father  was  a  Revidutionaiy  siddier.  Her 
father,  Martin  ]5r)-ant,  was  a  nati\e  of  .Massa- 
chusells,  who  movetl  to  Vermont,  where  he 
farmed.  Her  nujther,  Rhoda  liixby  Bryant, 
was  born  in  Vermont.  P)oth  parents  were 
conscientious  membeis  of  the  Baptist  church. 
Mr.  Br)'ant,  who  was  a  stanch  Whig,  scarcely 
reached  the  meridian  of  life,  dying  at  fort)' 
years  of  age.  His  wife  attained  the  age  of 
sixty-finn-  )'ears.  Three  of  their  hve  children 
are  n(jw  living — Luc)'  (Airs.  Merchant); 
Lydia,  who  resides  in  Warsaw;  ami  Calvin,  a 
farmer  in  the  same  town.  Mr.  i\Ierchant  by 
his  hrst  marriage  had  one  son,  Wesley,  who 
is  a  farmer.  Three  children  were  born  iT  the 
second  union  —  a  daughter,  Helen,  now  Mrs. 
George  Burns,  of  Warsaw;  l^dwin  J.  Mer- 
chant, who  lives  at  home,  and  is  unmarried; 
and  Olive  A.,  who  died  aged  ten  years. 

It  is  needless  to  make  finther  comment 
upon  Mr.  Merchant's  life-work  than  to  say  he 
commenced  without  tlie  aid  of  capital  or  inHu- 
ence,  ami  that  liis  success  was  attained  by 
tlint  of  his  (jwn  unaided  efforts.  After  reach- 
ing his  twenl)-first  \eai-  it  is  recorded  of  him 
that  he  did  not  distlain  to  work  out  fr)r  one 
season  at  tweh'e  doUais  a  month;  and  his 
tract  of  land  ccmsisted  of  only  hfty  acres, 
which  gradually  expanded  into  a  finely  culti- 
vated farm  of  four  hundred. 

Mr.  Allen  Merchant,  like  his  wife,  was  lib- 
eral in  religious  \iews,  not  boimd  b)-  an)' 
particular  creed:  and  he  was  jjoI it ical !)■  a 
Democrat. 

This  brief  sketch  is  hapijil)-  supplemented 
by  a  portrait  of  the  respected  citi/.en  whom  it 
commemorates, 

Who,  luu  ing  won 
'l"he  bound  of  man's  aiJpoiiUcel  years,  ai  la>i. 
Life's  blessings  all  enjoyetl.  life's  lal)nis  done, 
.Serenely  to  his  final  rest  lias  passed." 


|P:RRIMAX  J.  WH.XKR,  a  well- 
known  and  highly  esteemed  fai'mer 
of  Portage,  Livingston  County, 
N.V.,  was  born  in  this  town,  De- 
cember 13,  1827.  He  commenced  his  educa- 
tion at  tlie  district  scIkxjIs  of  his  nati\e 
village,  antl  supplemented  his  primary  studies 
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with  a  course  of  advanced  instruction  at  Pro- 
fessor lUick's  select  school.  He  has  always 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  as  a  means  of 
livelihood,  and  his  entire  life  has  been  passed 
within  the  locality  of  his  birth. 

.Mr.  W'ilner  niarrietl  Sarah  Sanford,  who  is 
the  tlaughter  of  David  and  I'lsther  (Staples) 
Sanford,  of  Retldini;-,  Conn.,  and  a  sister  of 
Air.  Hiram  Smith,  of  I'orta^e.  Two  children 
have  been  born  to  them  —  Merton  M.  and  Jls- 
tella  J.  The  latter  is  now  the  wife  of  W.  P. 
Wilder,  and  resides  at  Warsaw,  having  one 
child,  Ruth.  Their  .son,  Alerton  M.  Wilner, 
a  most  ca{jable  and  promising  young  man,  is 
now  associate   editor  of    the    Buffalo  Daily 

press.  He  married  Miss  Kdith  Whitehead, 
of  Nunda;  ami  the)'  have  two  children  —  Dor- 
othy ani.1  Ortha. 

Mr.  Wilner,  although  past  his  si.xty-seventh 
year,  still  continues  actively  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  his  extensive  and  well-managed 
farm,  and  enjoys  not  only  a  well-earned  pros- 
perity, but  the  sincere  respect  and  confidence 
of  his  fellcjw-townsmen.  He  has  held  many 
positions  of  public  trust,  among  them  that  of 
Supervisor  for  two  terms,  Highway  Commis- 
sioner for  five  years,  and  Assessor  for  three 
years.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  In  politics  Air.  Wilner  has  been 
a  stanch  sui)porter  of  Republican  principles 
ever  since  the  organization  of  that  party.  He 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  General 
Winfield  Scott  in  1852.  Considering  the 
lact  that  a  farmer's  lot  is  not  all  sunsliine, 
and  that  difficulties  are  constantly  arising 
which  must  be  coped  with  and  surmounted  in 
order  t(j  reach  a  position  of  ease,  Mr.  Wilner 
has  every  reason  to  look  with  pride  at  his 
prosperous  circumstances,  which  are  the  result 
and  just  reward  of  a  busy  and  satisfactory 
ca  reer. 


lARTIN  VAN  BUREN  ALVORD, 
a  leading  and  influential  member 
of  tlie  farming  community  of 
Mount  Morris,  is  a  grandson  of 
the  original  proprietor  of  the  farm  which  he 
now  owns  and  occupies.  As  early  as  1825 
Stei)hen  Alvord,  formerly  of  Vermont,  wendetl 


his  way  into  the  wilderness,  and  built  a  log 
house  near  the  spot  where  the  [^resent  iamily 
tlwelliiig  nnw  sl.iiuls.  The  li)cati(ju  is  must 
beautiful  and  picturesque,  (n-erhmking  tlie 
Coshac|ua  Creek  \'alley,  and  the  x'iew  Irom  the 
residence  embracing  many  miles  of  territor)-. 
An  extentled  history  of  the  .Alvord  family  will 
be  found  in  the  sketch  oi  Ceoige  P.  AKoril, 
on  another  page  of  this  volume. 

Alartin  V.  B.  Ahoril,  to  whom  we  refer, 
was  l)i)rn  on  the  twenty-fust  day  of  April, 
1835,  being  a  son  of  Phineas  and  Rachael 
(Lemen;  Ahord.  He  was  reared  to  habits  of 
industry  and  thrift,  and  as  soon  as  ph}'sicall)' 
able  began  to  assist  his  father  on  the  home 
farm.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until 
his  niarriage,  ami  then  settled  t>n  a  farm  in 
West  Sparta,  where  he  lived  five  }'ears. 
After  spending  the  next  five  }'ears  on  the  old 
homesteail,  Mr.  Alvonl  remoxed  to  Kent 
County,  Michigan,  and  purchased  a  farm  in 
the  town  of  Ada,  twelve  miles  east  of  Grand 
Rapitls.  CJne  year  later  he  sold  it  at  an  ad- 
vance, and,  elianging  iiis  place  of  residence  to 
Grand  Rapids,  remained  there  a  year.  Re- 
turning then  the  scenes  of  his  childhood, 
he  became  once  more  an  occupant  of  the 
homestead,  to  the  ownership  of  which  he  suc- 
ceeded after  the  death  of  his  parents,  and 
where  he  has  since  been  actively  and  prosper- 
ously engaged  in  general  farming,  his  time  and 
energies  being  full)'  occupied  in  the  irrosecu- 
tion  of  his  chosen  calling.  His  father  left  an 
estate  of  fi\'e  hundred  and  ninety-se\'en  aci'es. 

(3n  December  25,  1S61,  Mr.  Alvord  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Abbie  J.  Daniels,  a 
native  ot  the  town  of  Nuntla  and  a  daughter  of 
Warner  Daniels,  who  was  of  New  baigland 
birth,  Verniont  being  the  State  of  his  nativity. 
He  was  a  soii  of  John  Daniels,  who  was  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Cayuga  County,  where 
his  last  years  were  passeil.  P/ra  Daniels,  the 
great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  .'\lvoid,  was  a  resi- 
dent of  the  Mohawk  valle)'  at  the  breaking- 
out  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  at  one 
time,  when  returning  from  the  mill  with 
grist,  was  captured  by  the  Indians,  and  kept  a 
prisoner  for  si>me  time.  He  finall)'  made  his 
escape,  and  afterwai'd  served  as  a  soUlier  in 
the  Revolutionary  arniy. 
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The  father  of  Mrs.  Alvord  was  quite  young 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  the  Empire 
Slate.  lie  was  reared  and  married  in  Ca}aiga 
County,  residin--  there  until  i<S23,  when,  ac- 
companied by  liis  )oung  wife,  lie  came  witli 
teanis  blinking  Ids  household  eftects  to  Liv- 
ingston Count)-.  At  that  time  there  was  but 
(ine  hoLise  where  the  village  of  Nunda  now 
stands,  tlie  surrounding  country  being  in  its 
original  wildness.  ]\Ir.  Daniels  there  took 
up  his  abode  for  a  while,  and  then  removed  to 
Hunt's  ILdlow,  where  he  followed  his  trade 
of  a  tidier  for  alxiul  ten  years,  going  from  that 
[dace  to  Covdngton,  Wyoming  Count)-,  where 
he  purchased  a  home.  He  was  employed  at 
various  kinds  of  work  tluring  the  years  that 
followetl,  but  finally  came  to  live  with  his 
daughter,  l\Ii"s.  AI\-ord,  and  died  at  her  home 
September  J4,  uS8i.  'Idie  maiden  name  of  the 
wife  of  Warner  Daniels  was  Mary  Cox.  She 
was  born  in  Scipio,  Cayuga  County,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  Jacob  Cox,  a  pioneer  of  that 
tcnvn.  I\Irs.  Daniels  passed  to  the  higher  life 
October  7,  1882,  leaving  ten  children — John, 
Luc)-,  G(jrdon,  William,  George,  Clinton, 
Abbie  J.  (Mrs.  Alvord),  Seneca,  Julia,  and 
1 1  i  ram. 

Into  the  pleasant  household  of  Mr.  and 
I\h-s.  Alvord  eight  children  have  been  born, 
namely:  j\Iar)- ;  Phineas;  George;  Julia; 
James;  and  Burt;  I*" rank  C,  the  eldest  child, 
who  died  Septeiuber  19,  1873,  aged  ten  years 
aiul  nine  months;  a.nd  Lewis,  the  fourth 
child,  will)  died  h'ebruary  4,  1873,  aged  five 
\  eai's  and  nine  months.  In  religious  affairs 
3ilr.  Ahord  is  identified  wdth  the  I'lotestant 
Metlioilist  church,  of  which  he  and  his  wife 
have  been  consistent  members  for  many  years. 
I^ntirely  indepemlent  in  politics,  he  is  bound 
I))'  no  jxirticular  jjlatform,  and  votes  for  men, 
not  measiu'es. 


Ld  RAXK  WH.SON,  a  stationer,  book- 
l"^]  seller,  and  ilruggist  in  the  town  of 
Warsaw,  Wyoming  County,  N.Y.,  was 
burn  in  Geneseo,  Li\  iiigston  County,  July  28, 
1846.  His  father,  William  J.  Wilson,  was  a 
native  ui  Pennsyh-ania,  where  he  was  born  in 
1808.     He  died  in  Geneseo  in  1891.     He  was 


in  early  life  a  farmer,  but  became  a  grocer  in 
Geneseo.  He  was  a  stanch  Democrat  always, 
and  held  the  oflice  of  L'nder  Sheriff  in  the 
county  of  his  adoption.  Mi".  W'illiam  |.  Wil- 
son married  Miss  I\Liry  Garvin,  of  \'ermonl, 
whose  father  was  a  partici[)ant  in  the  famous 
battle  of  Lake  Cham|)lain.  d'he)-  reared  only 
two  children  —  George  B.  antl  P'rank,  whose 
name  is  the  text  of  the  present  sketcli. 

The  former,  who  was  in  his  )'0uth  a  pupil 
of  the  (jeneseo  Academy,  went  to  Tennessee 
when  he  was  but  eighteen  )-ears  idd,  as 
a  teacher.  He  afterward  was  engaged  as  a 
dealer  in  general  merchandise,  and  won  man)' 
friends  during  liis  long  commercial  career  in 
the  South.  A  short  time  before  his  death  he, 
with  his  wdfe  and  daughter,  went  to  DawMUi 
Springs,  N.Y.,  hoping  that  the  waters  and 
climatic  change,  together  with  complete  rest, 
would  restore  his  health.  It  was  a  \'ain 
quest,  for  on  the  30th  of  ]\Ia)',  1894,  he  died, 
aged  fifty-six  years.  The  resolutions  dra'AU 
up  by  the  bank  officers  and  the  general  sincere 
regret  that  was  manifested  by  those  who  had 
been  his  business  associates,  as  well  as  the 
sorrow  of  a  large  circle  of  friends,  attested  the 
IHofound  respect  and  esteem  in  which  he  was 
held.  The  other  son,  whose  career  is  Lhroni- 
cled  herein,  began  his  business  lite  when  a 
lad  of  seventeen,  as  a  drug  clerk.  In  1S67  he 
came  to  Warsaw,  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained, and  entered  the  apothecary  shop  as  a 
salesman.  Two  )-ears  later  he  was  employed 
by  James  O.  McClure  in  the  same  ca[)acity, 
and  in  1871  formed  a  partnership  witli  Dr. 
Smith.  ddiis  firm  was  dissidxed  eight  years 
after  by  the  death  of  its  senior  meml)er,  and 
Mr.  Wilson  has  conducted  the  business  from 
that  time  alone. 

On  Sej)tember  5,  1871,  Mr.  P'raiik  Wilson 
was  married  to  Miss  1^'rances  Jul ia  l^uxtor,,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  'Pimoth\-  H.  Huxton.  ddie 
wetlded  lite  ot  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  has  not 
been  altogether  tree  troiii  the  "shatlow  and 
thorn"  of  life;  for  the)-ha\e  lost  one  child, 
Mary,  a  little  girl  ol  ten  \ears,  who,  atler 
three  days  of  acute  suffering  with  that  fatal 
scourge,  di])htlK'ria,   died   Octolier  30,  1885. 

Another  ckuigliter  was  sent  to  gladden  the 
desolated  hearts  of  the  parents,  and  is  now  a 
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bright,  merry  little  girl  of  eleven.  Mr.  Wil- 
son has  held  tlie  offices  of  village  President 
and  Trea^^iirer,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  tlie 
I'^ectric  I-ight  Coin[)any  and  the  l^injiire 
Dairy  Salt  Company,  lie  is  a  Master  IMason 
and  politicall}'  a  Democrat.  Their  ])leasant 
home  on  North  Main  Street  was  built  in 
18S7,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W'ilson  are  among 
the  ]30()ular  householders  of  the  town  of 
Warsaw. 


/  i:OKGh:  W.  JACKMAN,  a  retired 
\  •)  I  farmer,  living  in  Geneseo,  has  borne 
an  active  part  in  develoinng  the  agri- 
cultural resources  of  Li\ingston  County,  and 
is  held  in  mucli  respect  as  a  man  of  high 
moral  princij^les  ant!  a  useful  citizen.  He 
was  born  in  Sibley\'ille,  in  the  town  of  Men- 
don,  ;\Ionroe  County,  h'eljruary  19,  1826,  and 
comes  of  excellent  New  hjigland  ancestry, 
being  a  grandson  of  ]\[oses  Jackman,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  New  Hampshire.  He  was 
a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  spent  a  part  of  his  life 
in  \'ermont,  but  removed  to  Hoscawen,  N.H., 
where  he  passetl  his  last  days. 

Moses  Jackman,  Jr.,  son  (jf  the  elder  Moses, 
when  a  young  man  migrated  to  this  State,  and 
worked  for  a  while  in  Mendon  at  the  carpen- 
ter's trade,  but  later,  in  1828,  removed  to 
Livonia,  in  this  county,  on  to  a  farm  belong- 
ing to  his  wife,  and  resided  there  until  his 
death  in  1861,  at  the  good  cdd  age  of  eighty- 
six  years.  He  was  twice  married,  and  by 
his  first  wife,  Rhoda  Collins,  had  five  chil- 
dren, all  now  deceased.  His  second  wife  was 
Ik'tsey  Ik'echer,  a  daughter  of  Hezekiah 
IV'ccher.  Her  father  came  to  this  county 
with  his  family  from  Litchfield,  Conn.,  when 
she  was  seventeen  years  old,  and  took  up  a 
tract  of  timber  land  in  Livonia,  the  tract 
being  one  mile  stpiare,  if  we  except  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  which  had  been  previously 
taken;  and  the  farm  of  Mr.  Jackman  is  a  por- 
tion of  the  original  claim.  Seven  children 
were  biun  to  Mosi's,  Jr.,  and  Betsey  (Heecher) 
Jackman;  namely,  I'jneretl  Lliza,  who  mar- 
ried Joel  A.  Booth;  Moses  Lyman;  Matilda 
A.;  kachel  IL,  who  married  William  Cal- 
vert; Hezekiah   R.;  Charles  A.;  and  George 


W.  ;  and  of  these  four  are  still  li\  ing.  The 
mother  spent  her  last  }  ears  on  the  oh!  home- 
stead, where  she  ilieil  in  1869,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-six  \'ears.  .She  was  a  sincere 
Christian  w'oman  and  an  esteemed  mend)er  of 
the  Lresb)terian  church,  wliihj  her  luisbanti, 
who  was  equally  de\'out  and  true  in  liis  relig- 
ious conx'ict  ions,  IxdongLd  to  the  Baptist 
church. 

George  W.  Jackman,  the  youngest  of  this 
family,  was  two  }'ears  of  age  when  his  parents 
moved  to  Lixonia;  and  he  remained  a  resident 
of  that  town  for  nearl)'  threescoie  years.  In 
the  district  schools  he  (jbtained  a  practical 
education  in  the  ciunmon  branches  of  study, 
and  on  the  home  farm  was  well  di  illed  in  the 
\'arious  branches  of  agi'icultui'e.  He  assisted 
his  father  in  the  pioneer  laboi"  of  clearing  a 
farm  from  the  forest,  and  after  the  death  of 
his  parents  biuight  out  the  interest  of  the  re- 
maining lieirs  in  tlie  homesteatl,  where  he  en- 
gaged m  geiieial  farming  until  his  retirement 
from  the  acti\ities  of  life.  His  farm,  which 
he  still  owns,  but  which  is  uniler  the  su|)er- 
vision  of  his  eldest  son,  is  one  of  the  finest 
in  this  region,  and  as  regards  its  ecjuipments 
is  one  of  the  best  in  the  count)'.  In  1886 
Mr.  Jacknian  movetl  to  his  pleasant  home  on 
Prospect  .Street,  (ieneseo,  where  hj  is  living, 
surrouiuled  by  the  comfoils  that  make  life 
enjo)-able. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  Mr.  lack- 
man,  to  whom  he  was  unitetl  in  1838,  was 
Jane  I'].  Cowles.  .She  was  l)orn  in  lirighton, 
Monroe  Count)',  being  a  daughter  ol  Peiijaniin 
Cowles.  The  home  was  brightened  by  the 
birth  ol  se\'eii  chihiren;  and  of  these  four  are 
now  lixing.  (let)rge  Washington  Jackmaii,  Jr., 
a  graduate  of  the  Rochester  lousiness  College, 
married  llar-iit  1{.  T)'lei',  the  daughter  of 
Byron  A.  T)ler,  and  they  luue  three  children 
—  Ruth,  Waller  I'isk,  'anil  Donahl  Tyler; 
Lizzie  Marie,  who  w.is  graduated  from  the 
Geneseo  Normal  .School,  has  won  distinction 
as  a  very  successful  teacher  in  .Steuben  and 
Allegany  Counties ;  Rellie  )■"..,  who  -raduated 
in  ail  uniKr  Professor  Wiles,  of  I'errv,  has 
superior  native  talent,  and  exhibits  much  skill 
in  painting;  L.  Ward  B.,  the  \'oungest  son,  is 
I  a  student   in  the  iionnal  school.     In  i)oIitics 
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Mr.  Jacknian  is  a  st^o^^■  supporter  of  the  Pro- 
hibit ioii  ticket,  ;uul  an  earnest  worker  in  every 
inoN'cnu'iit  tendini;  to  advance  the  wellare  of 
the  town  or  count)'.  Kel igiousl)',  he  lielongs 
to  the  I,i\-onia  i'resbyterian  church. 


'AMUKL   HORACE  JACOBS,  who 
o[)erates  a  Idigc  and  well-cultivated 
farm  near   Mount   Morris,  I,ivin<;- 
ston  County,  was  born  in  Karnstead, 
Ik'lknap  Count)-,  December  20,  1839. 

His  <;ran(U'ather.  Samuel  Jacobs,  was,  so  far 
as  is  known,  a  native  and  life-long  resident  of 
the  same  town.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  181 2,  his  widow,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sally  Tuttle,  and  who  was  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  recei\'ing  a  pension  for  his  ser- 
vices. Daniel  Jacobs,  the  father  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  also  born  in  Barn- 
stead,  N.H.,  and  was  brcnight  up  to  farm  life. 
From  Barnstcatl  he  removed  to  Sanborn,  N.Y., 
where  he  died  in.  the  se\-entv-fifth  year  of  his 
life.  He  married  Dorothy  'I'uttle,  daughter 
of  Josepli  and  Phebe  Tuttle,  of  Barnstead, 
N.H.  She  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-three 
years,  and  was  the  mother  of  the  following 
children  —  Samuel  H.,  Mary,  Abigail,  Lu- 
cinda,  Albert,  and  luigene. 

Samuel  11-  Jacobs  was  educated  in  his  na- 
tive town,  where  he  resided  till  September 
II,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
l-'ilteenth  New  Hampshire  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  served  about  a  year.  h^"om  a  wound  re- 
ceived -at  Port  Hudson  he  was  confined  to  the 
hospital  tor  home  weeks,  ami  on  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  service  joined  the  regular 
army,  and  was  honorably  tlischarged  August 
13,  1863.  Returning  home  he  resumed  farm- 
ing as  soon  as  he  was  able,  remaining  in  his 
native  place  till  1867,  when  he  came  to  .Mount 
Morris,  Livinghton  County,  N.V.  Here  he 
farmed  for  ten  yeais,  and  then  removed  to 
Leicestei',  whei-e  he  s|)ent  another  ten  years  at 
the  same  occuiiation,  in  1887  renting  the 
Waclswoi  th  farm  near  Mount  Morris,  where  he 
has  since  resided,  oi)erating  three  hundred 
acies  of  land. 

In  1871  he  married  .Sally  J.  Nichols, 
daughter  of  Orrin  and  Ducy  Nichols.  They 


have  a  family  of  five  children;  namely, 
Charles,  Bert,  I<:imer,  I'd  la,  and  lithel.  Mrs. 
Jacobs  is  an  active  meMd)er  and  earnest  worker 
in  the  l^aptist  church.  .Mr.  Jacobs  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  J.  K.  Lee  Post,  No.  28 1,  Cirand 
Army  of  the  Ri-public,  and  also  of  IVdwootl 
Lodge,  No.  315,  Independent  Order  cjf  Odd 
P'ellows.  He  is  a  man  highly  regarded  b\'  his 
fellow-townsmen  for  his  sterl ing  qual ities  (»f 
honesty,  industry,  and  intelligence;  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  have  no  lack  of  w\irm  friends 
and  well-wishers. 


■OHN  S0\V1-:RBV,  a  farmer  of  Castile, 
Wyoming  County,  N.Y.,  noted  for  his 
superior  ability  and  progressive  ideas, 
was  born  in  tliis  picturesque  location, 
January  19,  1834.     1^*-'  ^o'^       John  and 

Jane  (I^rown)  Sowerby;  and  his  ancestral  line 
goes  back  to  the  grandparents"  time  in  the 
mother  countrv,  the  nati\-e  place  of  Cieorge 
and  Elizabeth  Sowerby  being  the  cit)'  of  Hull, 
Yorkshire,  England.  Though  this  grand- 
father was  fixed  by  fate  to  live  and  tlie  a  sub- 
ject (jf  the  realm,  yet  he  doulitless  li\-e(l  long 
enough  to  realize  that  America  woultl  furnish 
a  republican  government  for  wdiatever  farmer 
might  choose  to  emigrate  to  its  \  irgin  soil. 
The  date  of  the  death  of  George  Sowerby  is 
not  easy  to  verify  at  this  distance;  but  it  is 
recorded  that  he  left  eight  children,  wdiose 
names  are:  John,  George,  Dorothea,  Eliza- 
beth, P'rancis,  Jacob,  Thomas,  and  Martha. 

Mrs.  Sowerb)'  marrietl  for  a  second  husband 
James  Clark,  a  nati\'e  of  Yorkshire,  who  came 
to  America  five  years  before  his  wife,  and 
dietl  at  Hudson,  N.Y.  She  came  witli  her 
five  children  in  1832.  His  son,  Thomas 
Clark,  who  was  a  miller,  found  work  at  differ- 
ent ]:)laces,  and  finally  settled  at  Oswego, 
N.Y.;  but  later,  there  being  a  i)romising 
opening  lor  him  in  Buffalo,  he  remo\'ed  to 
that  city,  wdiere  he  became  an  e\tensi\e  grain 
dealer,  and  built  some  large  elevators  in  con- 
nection with  the  grain  interests.  His  death 
occurred  wdiile  living  in  that  city. 

John,  the  fathei'  of  the  subject  of  this  nar- 
rative, and  the  eldest  son  of  George  Sowerby, 
was  born  at  Hull,  Yorkshire,  England,  Octo- 


•  •••.»•  •  .■!    1...  ■  ^ .     /,  i  r! ^' . :  •  i;l  I 

•r  -i  -■:     -:jJ     :  ■    .,  h.  /'     .  •;.;'./{    , ..."  I'    I  ji-fc .',<-'     -  pjibJitb 


- .  It 


7  ! 


••'  .->     i>;':  .;    ^  .  ,.t.:.\  '  -i.j  I  <::>..)  -J.'fj  nr.   ijnf.:  ,«;•!•.»;>  v  '.fifOJt  "it;! 

•     •./(■;  '  ■  i  ■■.)  j  "S  ••!!;  ••  It  './jfVT'JH    if    ;.'i"f)t  .-Ifl  i'l 

<'   !'■»•■.'•.         I  I  ••;>         .  mj;  •  j'i  urf  t/fr.utf  ;-,!;;i-!:iJ'j/i      .  i 

..  '..  '  'i  ■       '     '     .  '      -  -  1' .  I  ■  ''iV/; ;    ;  iM :,     r:  i  :■  •  V    ; :  j  j     ;  r-' ;      ■  .:.:\''.\  '. 

.  L-irif  -i      ifid  'Mi  ;    ijJ:!.'  -  jij  J  tK8:  ,i'c!i>;q<j'j3';:   vfn>  •■:  ■.<.'!;' 

r  ^  :    .,1-'   :'A  :  ■  .v-.n  |        --.rj/i-v  ,i',:.V;7:  jfriioT/;  i,;-;:  :  •■■..A  ,  I  J-iu/,- f;;.'// 


BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


'97 


bcr  27,  1803.  He  had  a  fairly  good  education 
ill  his  youth;  and,  after  reaching  an  age  in 
wliich  lie  couUl  act  fur  himself,  he  came  to 
America,  and  bought  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the 
town  of  Castile,  Wyoming  County,  on  the 
west  side  of  Silver  I,ake.  Awhile  after,  be- 
coming iMdsjierous,  he  was  able  to  add  one 
hundred  ami  six  acres  to  the  first  fifty,  mak- 
ing an  iin  iling  tract  of  culti\'ated  land  of  one 
humlred  and  fifty-six  acres  in  all.  This  at- 
tracti\'e  estate  he  cultivated  from  year  to  year 
till  his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years,  when  he  passetl  it  on  to  his  son. 

The  wife  of  bdin  Sowcrb)'  was  Jane,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Hrown,  who  was  a  native  of 
baigland,  scltleil  in  Wyoming  County,  and 
lived  to  be  about  eight\-  }ears  old.  His  chil- 
dren were  named  John,  Thomas,  George, 
Sarah,  and  Jane.  The  children  of  John  and 
Jane  Sowerby  were  ten  in  number,  John,  of 
whom  this  histor)'  is  gi\'en,  being  the  eldest. 
The  others  are:  l{]izLd)eth,  Mary  A.,  Sarah, 
Jane,  lunma,  ^Lartha,  Harriet,  Clara,  Ellen. 
Mrs.  Soweib}',  who  had  so  many  "olive 
branches"  about  her  table,  lived  to  rejoice  in 
them  all  and  to  receive  their  grateful  care  in 
her  later  )ears,  which  reached  the  sum  of 
seventy-se\en. 

John  Sowerby  received  an  education  in  the 
district  schools,  and  learned  many  a  secret  of 
good  management  trom  his  fiither's  example 
while  growing  uj)  in  his  Ixjyiiood  on  the  farm. 
( )n  reaching  manhood  he  bought  fifty  acres  of 
land  adjoining  his  father's  domain,  and  later 
bought  the  homestead.  Now  he  has  all  to- 
gether two  hundred  ami  fift\'-six  acres.  In 
1887  he  l)uill  a  large  and  commodious  dwell- 
ing-house with  cajiacious  barns,  also  a  house 
lor  rental  [lurposL's,  besides  other  small 
buildings. 

Mr.  Sowerby  was  married  in  i860  to  Har- 
riet 1*.  Hutton,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Perry,  near  Warsaw,  Aj)ril  25,  1834,  daughter 
of  Jonathan  and  Harriet  (Watrous)  Hutton. 
ller  fatlier  belonged  to  the  early  and  intelli- 
gent race  of  tanners  wlio  flourished  in  that 
section.  He  li\ed  to  be  eighty-five  years  old, 
and  his  wite  reached  the  age  of  eighty-six. 
Their  children's  names  were  Frances,  Elvira, 
Lucinda,  I-'rederick,  Ihadock,  Mary,  Jonathan, 


Harriet,  William,  and  Emma.  The  parents 
were  both  members  (jf  the  Congregational 
church. 

John  Sowerby  and  his  first  wile,  Harriet, 
were  blessed  with  five  childi'en.  Alice,  born 
Decemljcr  13,  i8()i,  is  now  marrieil  to 
Thomas  C.  .Sowerlu',  of  i'erry  Centre.  Their 
residence  is  in  I'err)';  and  their  three  chil- 
dren .ire  (irace,  Clara,  and  .Mice.  (See 
in  this  Nohime.)  Walter, 
1866,  is  now  married  to 
li\-es  on  a  part  of  the  old 
one  child,  named  fk'Ssie. 
the   age   of   twenty  vears. 


sketch  elsewhere 
born   August  17, 
Flora  Hliss,  and 
homestead,  with 
Clarence   died  at 


Mary,  born  August  7,  1871,  is  the  wife  of 
Newton  Clark,  a  farmer  on  the  reservation. 
Jessie,  the  3-oungest,  was  born  Jul}'  Ji,  1876, 
and  has  her  home  at  the  farm.  The  domes- 
tic hearth  was  shatlowctl  a  few  )ears  ago  in 
the  loss  of  Mrs.  Harriet  .Sowerby,  who  died 
July  15,  1892.  She  had  hapinly  lived  to  see 
her  children  grown  and  most  of  them  settled 
in  life,  the  )i)iinger  daughter  thus  far  remain- 
ing at  home.  On  Februar)'  25,  1895,  Mr. 
Sowerby  married  Mrs.  Ennna  Hutton  Jones, 
a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 

The  farm  ot  Mr.  .Sowerby  has  a  most  choice 
situation  on  the  western  side  of  Silx'er  Lake, 
affording  a  beautiful  view  of  its  waters  and  of 
the  surrounding  country.  Its  well-tilled  fields 
each  year  i)ring  forth  large  crops  of  wheat, 
oats,  barley,  corn,  besides  succulent  vegeta- 
bles and  a  choice  \-ariet)'  of  large  fruits  and 
berries.  The  country  may  well  be  jjroud  of 
such  development  of  its  natural  resources. 
That  it  should  aid  by  iirotectiN-e  legislation 
every  effort  farmers  ma\-  m.dsc  toward  a 
higher  standard  ol  agricultural  production  is 
an  article  in  the  political  creed  of  man)' 
highl)-  intelligent  and  ])atriotic  cili/ens,  in- 
chuling,  doubtles^,  Air.  .Sowcrb)',  who  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  though  iu)t  at  this 
time  an  office  -  holder. 
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ARIUS    11.    WELES,   a    native  of 
( icnesee    County,    now  W)'oming, 
New    ^'ork,    was    born    March  17, 
1825.     His   father,    J.imcs  Wcli>, 
born  in  Montgomer)'  Count)-,   and  came 
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to  Cicncs>cc  County  in  the  year  1812.  His 
farm  containctl  abniit  three  hundred  acres  of 
kuul,  and  occuiiicd  the  site  of  the  present  vil- 
lage of  TcDria.  The  e-itate  was  sold  after 
s(;me  years;  and  he  came  to  Livonia,  wht/re  he 
spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life  with  his 
daughter,  at  whose  home  he  died  in  the 
eighty-seventh  \ear  of  his  age.  He  niarrieil 
.Mi>s  Nane\-  Wells,  of  Montgomery.  Three 
children  were  born  ot  this  union — James  H., 
Adeline,  and  Darius.  James  H.  married  Aliss 
I\Iar)'  J.  Kiple)-.  He  died,  leaving  a  widow 
and  two  daughters  I'lorence  and  Josephine. 
Adeline,  who  is  now  Mrs.  C  A.  Gorton,  of 
Lake\  ille,  has  no  children. 

Harius  11.,  the  yniniger  of  the  two  sons  of 
James  and  Xancv  Wells,  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  Genesee  County,  ami  began 
his  career  in  I'eoria,  where  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  Inisiness.  I'Tom  I'eoria  he  re- 
moved to  Livingston  County,  and  was  there 
in  business  lor  ten  wars.  At  the  end  of  this 
period  he  went  tn  Chicago,  and  jcdned  his 
brother  in  a  business  eiiterjjrise,  which  con- 
nection was  continued  until  1864,  the  date  of 
his  brother  James's  death.  Mr.  Wells  then 
conducted  the  business  alone  until  1880,  when 
he  sold  his  interests,  and  returned  to  Lake- 
ville,  wluae  he  has  recently  built  a  handsome 
residence.  He  has  spent  two  years  in  Da- 
kota, but  has  found  the  State  which  was  the 
home  of  his  earl)'  \  ears  sufficiently  attractive 
to  draw  him  back  from  his  wanderings,  and 
induce  liim  to  remain  as  a  land-owner  and  cit- 
izen within  its  precincts. 

In  1852  Miss  Cornelia  Kimb:irk  became  his 
wife.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Adam  C.  and 
Sarah  (Alasten)  Kimbark,  of  LHster  County, 
but  resiilents  of  Livonia.  The  married  life  of 
Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Wells  has  not  been  entirely 
chnuUess;  for  they  have  suffered  inconsidable 
bereavement  in  the  death  of  their  only  son, 
Charles  J.,  wIkj  had  just  reached  the  threshold 
of  manhood  when  he  died  in  Chicago  in  1877, 
aged  twenty  \'ears.  Mr.  Wells  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  Lotlgi;,  and  i)olh  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  L^nion  Lark  Congregational 
Church  of  Chicago.  Mr.  Wells  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  as  a  Whig  in  i  848,  for  Zachary 
Taylor.     He  is  now  a  stanch  Republican. 


ICinVIX     L.     WOOD,  resident 
physician  and  surgeon  in  charge  at 
the  LJans\ille  Jackson  Sanaturium, 
was   born    in    luleii,   l^rie  Count)', 
ALiy  18,  i860. 

The  jxiternal  grandfather,  Jonathan  Wood, 
came  from  Saratoga  Count)-  ti)  I'.rie  Count)-, 
and  settled   upon  a  fanii   in    1797.     At  that 
tinie  Huffalo  had  but  (Uie  fraii-ie  building,  anel 
)-oung  Wiioil  was  one  ot   the  \-ery  first  of  the 
pioneer   settlei"s.      He   put    up   a   rough  log- 
cabin;  and  after  two  'years  was  able  tu  per- 
suade the  maidei-i  of  his  choice  to  share  his 
hun-ible  home  in  the  forest,  which  grailuall)' 
(le\-eloped  a  domestic  charm   under  womanl)' 
1  guitlance.     Here   a   family  of  children  were 
I  l)orn  and  reai-ed,  three  sons  antl  four  daughters. 
I  Here  Jcjnathan  Wootl  lived  out  far  ir)ore  than 
I  the  old  time-allotted  threescore  years  and  ten, 
j  d)-ing  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
I      Cyrenius  Wood,  the  second  child  and  el- 
j  (lest  son  of  Jonathan,  and  the  father  (jf  Dr. 
i  Wood  of  this  menioir,  was  educated    in  the 
district  schools  of  Erie  County,  and,  remain- 
I  ing  under  the  paternal  roof-tree  after  attaiii- 
i  ing  manhood's  estate,  came  into  possession  of 
}  the  homestead,  where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his 
j  lile.     He  died    at   fifty-nine  years    of  age. 

The  wile  of  Cyrenius  Wood  was  Miss  Ellen 
1  Claghorn,  a  daughter  of  James  Miller  Clag- 
I  horn,  of  lu  ie  County,  New  York.    Mr.  Clag- 
I  horn  came  originally  from  Eastern  IMassachu- 
j  setts,  and  settled  in  North  Ex'ans  nian)-  )ears 
1  ago,  purchasing  a  large  tract  of  land  and  build- 
I  ing  a  house.     He  was  a  contractor  and  bridge 
I  builder  in  his  )-ounger  tlays,  and  took  con- 
i  tracts  for  the  erection  of  a  number  of  bridges, 
in  which  line  of  work  he  was  widely  and  fa- 
vorably known.     He  is  now  a  hale  old  gentle- 
man  of  ninet)'  years  of    "shade  and  shine" 
within    his   memory.     The   mother   of  Mrs. 
Wood  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children. 
She  reared  si.x  children  — Carrie,  who  i-narrietl 
Mr.    Lucas   Carter,    of    }{den,    luie  Coiuit)', 
N.Y.;  L)rdon  Dwight,  a  lawyer  in  l^uffalo, 
who  married   Miss   Miiy  Stanclift;  Adelaide 
and   Helen   M.,    teachers,   graduates    of  the 
State  normal  school;  and  J.  Le  Verne.  ALs. 
Wood  spent  the  last  years  of  her  lite  in  Eden, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  forty-seveii . 
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luiwin  L.  Wood  was  nineteen  years  of  age 
when  his  father  died.  The  care  and  responsi- 
bility then  thrown  upon  the  youth,  who  was 
standing  upon  the  ihreshohl  of  manhood,  was, 
no  doubt,  an  important  lactor  in  developing 
his  character  upon  the  lines  in  wdiich  it  has 
taken  distinct  shape  and  form,  the  lines  of 
manly  strength  and  unselfish  purpose.  He 
took  charge  of  the  home  farm  at  I'.den  for  two 
years,  antl  tlien  mo\ed  with  his  mother  tcj 
North  ICvans,  where  he  took  a  farm.  Pre\'i- 
ous  to  this  period  he  hati  taught  school  during 
the  winter  seasons,  when  there  was  compara- 
tivel)'  nothing  to  do  on  the  farm,  and  had  laid 
up  a  small  sum  for  himself  in  this  way.  In 
the  autumn  of  1S83  he  went  to  Hayward, 
Wis.,  and  took  the  position  of  shipping  clerk 
for  the  Xortfi  Wisconsin  Lumber  Company, 
hut  ga\-e  u[)  the  clerkship  the  following  year, 
and  came  to  the  Dansville  Sanatorium,  where 
he  worked  Ids  way  tlirough  the  various  de- 
partments as  a  student.  Tiie  jiractical  knowl- 
edge actpiired  in  this  way  soon  fitted  him 
to  enter  the  school  of  medicine  in  the  liuffalo 
L'niversit}-,  where  he  lemained  for  several 
\ears.  In  the  spring  of  kS88  he  entered  St. 
Harnabas"  Hospital  at  Minneapolis,  where  he 
for  two  \'ears  and  a  half  ilevoted  himself  with 
untiring  zeal  and  devcjtion  to  the  work.  Dur- 
ing the  entire  period  of  his  stay  at  St. 
H  n  iiabas  he  spent  only  two  nights  outside  of 
the  institution's  walls,  an  almost  unprece- 
ilented  record  of  [jrofessional  devotion.  His 
ser\'ices  were  lecognizeil  by  the  faculty  of 
St.  Barnabas;  and  he  was  appointed  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  of  the  .Sault  .Ste.  Marie  l^ranch  of 
the  Canadian  I'acific  Railroail,  and  was  also 
House  Surgeon  in  the  hospital.  In  1890  he 
returneil  to  the  .Sanatorium,  from  which  place 
he  went  to  Boston,  and  took  a  coiuvse  in  anat- 
omy, and  attended  lectures. 

l)r.  Wood's  talents  seem  to  run  in  a  me- 
chanical as  well  as  an  intellectual  line;  and 
(jii  the  4th  f)f  December  he  patented  in  the 
Hnited  .States,  Canada,  and  ICngland  a  method 
ot  packing  suigical  iliessings,  which  he  after- 
ward sold  to  .Seabui}'  iv  Johnson,  of  New 
York.  At  the'  Jackson  Sanatorium  he  con- 
ducts all  surgical  operations,  and  is  regarded 
as  a  permanent  member  of  the  faculty  of  that 
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institution.  Dr.  Wood  is  a  memljer  of  the 
Livingston  Count)-  .Medical  Society.  The 
pressure  ot  man\'  prolessional  duties  has  not 
made  liim  forgetful  ot  religious  duties,  social 
claims,  or  [jublic  interests;  for  he  is  a  warm 
partisan  of  the  Republican  party,  a  lo}'al 
friend  and  kind  neighbor,  and  a  faithful  com- 
municant of  the  I'resbyteriari  church. 


(^Yri.HI'RT  r.  GACiK,  a  resident  of  the 
tjj  \'illage  ot  Warsaw  for  the  past  nine- 
/J[^\  teen  years,  was  born  in  the  t(jwn  of 
— '  liable,  in  the  same  county  of  W}- 
oming,  Maich  17,  iiSjS.  1 1  is  wicU)wed  grand- 
UKjther  came  to  luigle  from  \'ermont  in  1814 
with  her  son,  IMatt  K.  Gage,  then  a  child  of 
seven  \ears,  and  thiee  other  children,  one 
having  died.  .She  was  twice  the  mother  of 
twins.  Two  (jf  her  sons.  Aliuiuid  and  Alva- 
rous,  who  were  twin-born.  li\'ed  to  be  respec- 
tive])' eight)'-one  and  eight)'-t\vo  )'ears  of  age. 
His  mother  was  a  woman  of  remarkable  physi- 
cal and  muscular  strength,  who  retained  her 
activity  to  the  close  of  her  lite,  .ind  of  whom 
it  is  recorded  that  she  walked  four  miles  some 
time  in  the  )  ear  before  her  death,  which  oc- 
curred at  the  rarel)'  leached  age  of  ninet)-two, 
in  Sandwich,  111. 

I'latt  K.  fjage,  who  had  been  thus  early  left 
fatherless,  was  taken  by  his  uncle,  Jethro 
Grover,  with  whom  he  li\ed  until  he  was 
twenty-one.  In  1830  he  was  married  in 
I'Lagle  to  Miss  Adaline  Keyes.  Here  they 
took  up  their  cdxxle  on  a  farm  ot  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  where  their  Ine  children  were 
born.  One  little  tiaughter,  Li\-onia,  died  at 
three  years  of  age,  on  june  16,  1835.  The 
four  who  grew  up  were:  Andrew,  a  farmer  of 
Rushford,  Cattaraugus  County,  where  he  now 
lives,  aged  si\t)--four;  Alta,  Mrs.  Marshall 
Haskins,  of  Ljwa,  who  died  in  that  .State,  Sep- 
tember, 1884,  of  lingering  consumption, 
which  finally  developed  itself,  and  ran  its 
fatal  course  within  six  weeks,  and  of  which 
fell  disease  her  two  idiildren  were  soon  after 
victims;  Albei't  !'.,  of  this  memoir ;  antl  Au- 
rilla,  who  married  Mr.  Jacob  Shell,  and  who 
died  at  the  jxathetically  youthful  age  of 
twent)'-two  years,  lea\'ing  one  daughter.  Mr. 
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riatt  K.  GiX'j^u  died  on  April  19,  i860.  His 
widow  .survi\'C(l  him  nearly  thirty  years,  dyinj^' 
January  5,  1890,  a^cd  ci^'hty-two  years.  Mrs. 
Gage  was  a  woman  of  fine  physique,  broad 
mind,  and  noble  nature,  a  woman  to  be  loved 
and  achnired,  and  a  mother  whose  children 
ma)'  rememlier  her  with  pride  as  well  as  ten- 
derness. 

Albert  P.  Gage  receivetl  a  district-school 
education.  He  was  in  his  twenty-fifth  year 
when  he  left  his  home  to  enlist,  August  8, 
1862,  as  a  pri\'ate  in  the  One  Humlred  and 
Thirtieth  Xew  York  X'olunteer  Infantry,  in 
which  lie  ser\ed  until  he  was  stricken  with  a 
fever.  He  was  discharged  from  the  hospital 
on  the  8th  of  March,  1865,  as  a  Corporal. 
Returning  to  his  farn)  immediately  upon  his 
discharge,  he  was  married  a  month  later, 
April  27th,  to  i\Ii^s  Mary  ]3aker,  of  Eagle,  a 
daughter  of  l'hili|)  antl  Ik^tsey  (Leavenworth) 
Baker,  both  deceased.  They  left  five  chil- 
dren, one  of  wh(jm,  Leverett  Baker,  resides  in 
liagle;  and  hanil)-,  now  Mrs.  James  I'Tint,  is 
living  in  W'aisaw.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert 
Gage  left  the  farm  in  1876,  and  moved  into 
the  village  of  Warsaw,  he  having  been  elected 
Sheriff  in  Xox'ember,  1875.  Mr.  Gage  was 
elected  twice  t<j  this  office,  and  between  terms 
was  Under  Sheriff  to  ]\Ir.  Day,  who  was  in 
turn  his  lauler  Sheriff.  The  two  alternate 
incumbents  of  this  office  are  very  warm 
friends,  having  been  closely  associated  in 
their  army  life.  Tlie  farm  which  fell  to  Mr. 
Gage's  inheritance  at  his  father's  death,  and 
which  has  been  a  famil\-  possession  for  eighty 
)'ears,  is  still  owned  by  him,  though  culti- 
\ated  l)y  a  tenant.  He  spends  most  of  his 
summers  in  North  Dakota,  where  he  owns  an 
etpial  paitnership  in  an  estate  of  sixteen  hun- 
dred acres.  Since  these  lands  were  pur- 
chased, in  1882,  he  has  journeyed  thither 
twenty-three  times.  Abundant  crops  of  grain 
and  i)otatoes  are  annually  produced  from  the 
fertile  Western  soil;  and  in  1894  two  thou- 
sand Inishels  of  the  latter  and  over  twenty-two 
thousand  busliels  of  the  former  were  sold. 

Mr.  Gage  is  a  Trustee  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Warsaw,  of  which  his  family 
are  all  members.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Gibbs  Post,  of  Warsaw,  Grand  Army  of  the 


Republic,  is  a  Chapter  Mason,  and  belongs 
also  to  the  hulependent  Order  of  Odd  I-~el- 
lows.  The  famil)'  circle,  which  consists  of  a 
son  and  daughter,  besides  the  parents,  is  still 
uidjrokeii.  'l"he  son,  Burt  P.,  a  very  ])0[)ular 
\-oimg  man,  who  is  engaged  in  the  shoe  trade 
as  one  ol  tlie  liini  of  Lewis  &  (^Lige,  marrieil 
Carrie  (His,  a  ilauglUer  of  Ge(n"ge  ()tis,  of 
this  cit)'.  His  sister,  ILdle  Gage,  whose 
graceful  tact  and  pleasing  manners  have  won 
for  lier  general  affection  and  consitleratio]i,  is 
still  at  home. 

Mr.  Alfjcrt  P.  Gage,  who  stands  five  feet 
eleven,  and  weighs  two  hundred  and  fort_v-fi\e 
pounds,  is  remarkably  athletic,  inheriting  his 
Herculean  strength  and  catlike  agility  perhaps 
from  the  great-grandmother,  whose  legacy  of 
ljh)'sical  iM'owess  has  come  dt)wn  through  the 
generations  with  an  accession  of  force.  It  is 
worthy  of  mention  that  on  the  Gage  farm  is 
an  apple  orcharil,  famous  for  its  apples,  which 
has  grown  from  the  seed  planted  there  eighty 
years  ago  by  the  grandfather  of  its  preseiit 
owner:  and  '"grandpa's"  api)les  are  choice 
dainties  among  the  descendants. 


tUSTIN  W.  WIIKELOCK,  an  old  and 
respected  farmer  of  Leicester,  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.Y.,  was  born  in 
— '  Geneseo,   in   the  same   county,  on 
May   8,    1827.     His   lineage   is   thus  traced 
back  to  the  originat(jr  of  the  family,  so  far  as 
this  country  is  concerned. 

l\.al[)h  Wheelock  was  born  in  Shropshire, 
Phigland,  came  to  America  in  1637,  and  be- 
came one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  of 
Medfield,  now  Norfolk  County,  in  South-east- 
ern Massachusetts,  on  the  level  meadow  land 
skirting  the  winding  Charles  River,  where  it 
is  yet  a  narrow  stream.  Goodman  Wheelock, 
as  he  was  then  called,  was  a  member  of  the  fir^t 
town  Board  of  Selectmen,  selected  because 
of  their  fitness  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  a 
new-born  community.  He  died  in  1683,  hav- 
ing li\'ed  in  Medfield  nearly  a  half  century, 
and  there  reared  his  nine  children.  It  is 
worthy  of  mention  that  one  of  Ralph's  gr^'at- 
grandchi Idren  was  the  Rev.  I^leazer  Wheel- 
ock. D.D.,  a  Congregational  clergyman,  ulio 
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was  l)iii-n  in  Windham,  Conn.,  and  died  in 
1779,  aiiiiil  the  |)itri(>tic  throes  oi  the  Rev(j- 
hition.  Dr.  W'heeloek  is  eelel^rated  as  the 
founder  and  first  [iresiilent  of  Dartnionth  Col- 
le;^'e,  in  liano\er,  N.ll.,  established  for  the 
benefit  of  tlie  Indians. 

Kalph  W'heeloek's  son  l^enJ'anlin  was  born 
in  IMedtieKl  in  I  (')40,  niaia  ied  Elizabeth  15ull, 
and  reai'etl  fi\-e  ehildren.  One  of  these  five 
was  anotlier  f^enjaniiii  W'heeloek,  born  in  the 
same  town  in  K^.S.  ()n  December  9,  1700, 
he  became  the  husband  of  lluldah  Thayer; 
and  the}'  had  four  eh  i  Ulren .  Among  the  four 
was  Silas  W'heeloek,  who  was  born  in  Mecl- 
tield  in  1718,  ami  who  had  eight  children. 
One  ol  tliem  was  Simeon  W'heeloek,  born  in 
Medfield  on  .March  18,  1741.  He  died  in  the 
Concord  fight,  in  the  opening  battle  of  the 
Revolution,  April  19,  1775,  at  the  early  age 
of  thirty-four,  being  one  of  the  earliest  to 
enlist  as  a  minute-man;  but  he  was  already 
the  husband  of  his  cousin,  Deborah  Thayer,  of 
IMendon,  ami  was  the  father  of  eight  children. 

I'~vitlentl)'  the  i-iexolut ionary  jxitriot  became 
a  resident  of  L'.xbritlge,  for  Royal  W^heelock, 
one  of  his  sons,  was  born  in  that  good  old 
town  in  W^>rcester  Ccjunty,  Massachusetts,  in 
1766.  He  married  L3-ilia  Taft,  of  the  same 
jilace;  anti  in  1794,  a  little  over  a  century 
ago.  Royal  Wheelock  came  with  his  wife  and 
two  chiUlren  to  New  York  State,  making  the 
entire  journey  overland  with  teams,  and  set- 
tling in  ()ntario  County.  By  trade  he  was  a 
blacksmith,  and  erected  a  log  house  and  shop 
in  what  is  now  known  as  West  Bloomfiekl, 
ha\-ing  bought  there  a  tract  of  timber  land, 
lie  made  )))•  hand  all  the  nails  needed  in  his 
building  operations,  and  also  supplied  these 
indispensable  articles,  as  well  a.s  horseshoes, 
to  the  neighboi-ing  pioneers.  His  wife  died 
January  13,  1847,  after  they  had  reared  nine 
children;  and  he  died  November  24,  1856. 
He  was  always  a  homekeei^ing  man,  desjjite 
the  fact  of  his  early  llitting  from  the  old  Bay 
to  tlu'  l-'mpiie  State.  He  nex'er  once  travel  led 
b)-  rail,  and  ne\er  saw  but  one  train  of  cars. 

Royal  WheeK)ek\s  son  Harry  was  only  two 
years  old  when  the  family  removed  from  Ux- 
bridge,  where  he  was  born,  October  20,  1792, 
about  the  tinu.'  of  General  W' ashington's  re- 


election to  the  Presidential  office.  Harry 
served  in  the  War  of  1812,  but  afterward 
worked  on  the  home.itead  till  1819,  when  he 
was  t wenty-se\en  }'ears  old.  He  then  came 
to  Livingston  County,  and  jjurchased  a  tract 
of  land  in  Leicestei-,  whereon  a  log  house  was 
the  oiil)'  iini)rovemerit.  Altei'  this  pLirchase 
he  returneil  to  (  )ntario  Count\',  anil  marided 
Judith  (iillett.  The  young  coU|)lc  commenced 
life  in  the  log  cabin;  and  within  its  lowly 
walls  was  born  Austin,  the  special  subject  of 
this  sketch.  In  due  time  a  frame  house  took 
the  place  of  the  more  primitive  residence; 
and  here  Mr.  Hari)'  Wheelock  remained  till 
his  death,  which  occiu'reef  on  June  13,  1873, 
wdien  he  hati  passed  his  fourscore  )'ears,  and 
hail  seen  the  county  develop  from  wilderness 
to  wealth.  His  union  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Gillett  took  place  in  1819.  She  was  born 
February  4,  1797,  in  L)'me,  Conn.,  and  died 
January  28,  1867,  aged  threescore  and  ten. 
From  this  marriage  came  foui-  children — ■ 
Charles  Augustus,  Austin  W.,  Martha,  and 
Ira  WHieelock. 

Austin  W.  went  to  the  ilistrict  school,  to 
the  school  at  Temple  Hill,  and  to  Leicester 
Academy.  Till  his  marriage  he  lived  and 
worked  on  the  home  farm ;  but  then  he  re- 
moved to  another  farm,  in  what  is  now  old 
Leicester,  tour  miles  from  Geneseo  and  three 
miles  from  Mount  Morris.  Besides  attending 
to  general  farming,  he  was  at  one  time  an 
extensive  dealer  in  apples,  which  he  shii)ix'd 
to  Boston,  New  York,  and  rhiladelphia ;  but 
since  1875  he  has  devoted  himself  mosti)'  to 
market  gardening.  On  November  10,  1853, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  he  was  married  to 
Mary  Louisa  Frauiis,  a  native  of  New  \'oik 
City,  the  daughter  of  Harle)'  and  Sarah 
(Blakeslee)  Francis.  I'rom  this  union  have 
come  eight  cliildren  —  Helen  G.,  born  Sep- 
tember 3,  1855;  Minnie  F.,  born  December 
12,  1857;  Ruth  I.,  born  March  3,  1S60,  and 
dying  at  the  early  age  of  two  years;  Harr)'  II., 
born  .September  26,'  1862;  George  I'\,  born 
November  29,  1864;  Alice  M.,  boin  Januai-\- 
30,  1868;  Charles  Austin,  born  November  15, 
1871;  Martha  Lucille,  born  I\-bruary  20, 
1879.  'i  'l'-'  family  are  lo\al  adherents  of  the 
Bovina  Presbyterian  chuich. 
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Enthusiasts  in  genealogy,  of  whom  there 
are  man)'  in  these  days,  recall  with  satisfac- 
tion the  words  nf  the  great  Macaulay,  "People 
who  take  no  pritle  in  the  nohle  achievements 
of  remote  ancestors  will  never  achieve  any- 
thing worth)'  to  be  remembered  with  pride  by 
remote  descendants."  The  annexed  portrait 
of  Mr.  W'heelock  shows  a  worthy  scion  of  a 
well-i'ooted  and  vigorous  family  tree. 


fr,  iISS  CATHARINE  M.  AUSTIN,  a 
clear-sighted,  womanly  woman,  of 
I  sterling  woith  and  good  common 
sense,  is  a  descendant  of  one  of 
the  oltlest  and  most  honored  pioneer  fami lies 
of  the  count\',  and  is  of  New  England  origin. 
Her  father,  Russell  Austin,  was  the  son  of 
Joseph  Austin,  of  New  Hartfcjrd,  Conn., 
which  was  the  place  of  his  nativity.  R.ussell 
Austin  grew  to  mature  }'ears  in  his  Connecti- 
cut home,  and  was  well  drilled  in  agricult- 
ural labors  on  the  home  farm.  When  a  young 
man,  he  wedded  Miss  Phtxibe  Hills,  the 
daughter  of  Augustus  Hills,  of  Connecticut, 
and  a  few  years  after,  in  1815,  came  to  Gen- 
eseo  to  take  charge  of  the  tlairy  farm  of 
William  Wadsworth. 

Before  they  had  been  in  the  town  many 
months  Mr.  Austin  liurchased  a  tract  of  wild 
land,  and  began  the  improvement  of  a  farm 
from  the  forest.  The  settlements  in  this 
\'icinity  were  then  scattered;  and  nearly  the 
entire  communication  between  them  was  by 
foot  or  horseback  o\-er  the  bridle  ])aths, 
maiked  out  by  blazed  trees.  Mr.  Austin 
materially  aidetl  in  developing  the  agricult- 
ural resources  of  this  part  of  the  county,  and 
was  very  influential  in  the  management  of  the 
town  and  county  affairs.  In  1828  he  was 
elected  Sheriff  of  the  county,  and  in  1832  and 
1833  served  as  Supervisor  of  Geneseo,  con- 
tinuing a  prominent  and  respected  resident  of 
the  town  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years.  He  was  a  mendier  of  the  Whig 
party  during  his  earlier  years,  but  subse- 
quently joined  the  ranks  of  the  Republicans. 
Religiously,  both  he  and  his  wife  were  faith- 
ful members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of 
which   he   was    an    I-Tder    for    many  years. 


Mrs.  Austin  died  at  their  home,  where  their 
daughter  still  resitles,  to  which  they  mo\'ed  in 
1850,  a  little  (ivcv  a  \  e:i|-  beloi'e  her  luiNbaiid, 
at  the  advanced  ag\'  o|  scveiit) -li \e  \eais. 
Eive  children  were  born  to  Mr.  ,ind  Mrs. 
Austin;  namel)',  Mar)'  I..,  Noiiiian  P.,  Riley 
J.,  Zimri  H.,  and  Catharine  M.,  of  wliom  we 
w lite. 

Miss  Austin  and  her  )'oungest  brother  are 
the  onlv  members  oi  the  ]jarental  lionseliold 
now  living.  The  former  wa,>  educated  in  the 
town  ot  Cieneseo,  wlure  ^he  has  spent  her  en- 
tire life,  having  comi)leted  her  studies  at 
Temple  Hill  Academy.  She  taught  school 
one  term,  and  alterwartl  taught  instrimiental 
music,  anti  lor  ek-\en  \ear.-5  was  organist  at 
the  Pi esbNterian  church,  ot  which  she  ib  a 
\alue(i  member.  She  i^  very  actixe  in  relig- 
ious circles,  being  a  working  member  ui  the 
Ladies'  Missionary  Society  and  a  faithful 
teacher  in  the  Sundav-school. 


\r'/iJ/ALTER  P.  I-ARGO,  a  successful 
farmer  and  respectetl  citizen  of 
Warsaw,  ulieie  he  was  boin  in 
1834,  is  a  grandson  of  Xehemiali  h'ar-o,  wlio 
settled  in  this  localit\-  in  1804.  His  wife 
and  six  chihh'en  matle  the  journe)'  b\'  teams, 
and  u[)on  their  arri\'al  in\e;,ted  some  of  their 
small  mean.s  in  a  farm  of  one  huiuheil  and 
sixty  acres  of  uncultivated  land.  A  log  house 
was  erected  on  the  bank  of  a  creek  b)'  the  (dd 
dam,  and  here  the  family  li\'ed  in  peace  and 
contentment.  Neheniiah  dietl,  agetl  sixtv,  at 
his  son's  house,  which  was  near  the  old  c.ihin. 
His  wite  siir\ivetl  him  but  a  few  years.  Phey 
were  both  within  the  ftdd  of  the  Pre>b\'terian 
church. 

'Pheir  youngest  son,  Allen,  who  was  born 
in  Parrington,  i\Iass.,  Ai^il  4,  1802,  married 
on  October  30,  1822,  Miss  I'oll)'  Merchant, 
who  was  a  nati\e  of  Connecticut,  born  in 
1800.  Their  hist  child,  John  M.  P\argo,  was 
born  in  November,  1824,  and  is  a  farmer  in 
Warsaw.  'Pwo  children  die'd;  and  orie  daugh- 
ter and  four  sons  reached  m.Uurity,  the  young- 
est being  Walter  P.,  of  whom  thi.s  Idography 
is  written.  Mrs.  Pollv  l-'argo  dietl  in  1863, 
aged  sixty-three.     Her  husband  died  Decern- 
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her  26,  1S88,  ill  llic  ci;^lity-.se\-L'nth  year  of 
his  -d'^c.  'J'lic  ^grandparents  left  some  \)r()p- 
ert)-,  whitli  imreasi,(l  in  \aliie  under  the 
careful  inana,L;enieiit  ut  the  paients.  A  larije 
])iirtii)ii  1)1  the  (iri;4iiial  Kind  was  sold  in  lots, 
and  is  now  . (iccupied  b)'  villa,i;e  homes.  Mr. 
Allen  I'ar-n  iidierited  a  small  estate  from  his 
^randlather,  whieh,  to-ether  with  his  lands  in 
Itiwa  and  other  [larts  of  the  West,  was  valued 
at  line  time  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  lie  wa-.  a  man  nf  striet  morals,  and 
was  elo^el}'  identified  with  the  best  interests 
111  his  town  and  eounty,  in  which  he  held  sev- 
eral public  offices,  notabl}'  that  of  Supervisor. 
He  was  fur  }ears  a  iJeacon  in  the  Baptist 
chureh  in  Warsaw,  .md  ,L;'a\'e  two  thousand 
dollars  toward  the  erection  of  the  new  church 
Ijuildim;',  the  sum  bein--  [rdld  after  his  death. 

.Mr.  Walter  15.  I'"ari;o  was  ajjijointed  in  his 
father's  will  as  executor  of  the  estate,  which 
has  on])-  recently  been  settled.  He  had  re- 
cei\etl  in  his  youth  a  good  education  in  the 
district  school  and  at'ademy  of  Warsaw;  and 
on  I'^ebruary  27,  1857,  he  was  married  to 
.Sarah  .  Co\-ell,  a  daughter  of  Simeon  and 
Salh'  ( 'I'homp.MHi )  (,"o\  ell.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  l''ai"go  reared  a  famil)'  of  four  daughters 
and  four  sons,  one  of  whom,  Allen,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  California.  Mr.  Co\'ell  died  at 
se\ent)-  \ear.-.  of  age,  while  his  widow  lived  to 
be  eighty. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  I'argo  began  their  married 
lile  on  a  tarm  a  mile  east  ot  Warsaw,  where 
they  li\ed  for  some  )ears,  and  which  the)' 
sold  in  1  STjS  ;  and  in  1869  they  settled  on 
a  t  wo-li undred-and-fi I  t)'-acre  dairy  farm  at 
(")iangeville.  liight  )'ears  later  Mr.  Fargo 
returned  to  Warsaw,  wliere  he  occupied  the 
handsome  house  built  I))'  liis  father  in  1844, 
and  later  modernized  and  renovated.  This 
residence,  with  its  spaciou,-^  lawn  and  the 
towering  elm>  planted  1))  lii.-^  father,  attracts 
the  admiration  of  tlie  [lasser-by,  and  is  one  of 
the  landmarks  of  the  \dllage.  Though  he 
still  retains  possession  r,f  this  place,  Mr. 
Fargo  lives  in  his  pleasant  home  on  the  corner 
of  (iro\e  and  15utternut  Streets.  Of  the  four 
children  that  were  iiorn  to  .Mr.  and  Mrs. 
h'argo,  thre'e  are  living.  (Jn<.  son,  Adelbert 
15.,  a  farmer  in  Alexandria,  fienesee  County, 


has  a  wife  and  two  children,  a  son  and  a 
daughter;  \Vill)er  b'argo.  who  is  also  married, 
and  has  one  son,  lives  in  Warsaw:  tlie  daugh- 
ter, Hlanclie  .Maria,  is  the  wife  of  .Mr.  iXcjiinan 
McLeod  in  Buffalo.  Another  daughter,  whose 
name  was  Laura,  died  at  four  j.ears  of  age. 

Mr.  I'~argo  \'otes  with  the  Republican  jjart)'. 
He  is  \  illage  'I'ru.stee,  thougli  he  lias  practi- 
cally retired  Iroin  actix'e  life,  aiul  has  gi\'en 
Lijj  the  contnd  of  his  iLirm  to  liis  son,  Wilber. 
The  name  ot  Fargo  lias  a  conspicuous  place  in 
the  history  of  Wai'saw,  tlie  famil)'  having  been 
for  generations  prominent  in  loeal  affairs. 
Captain  \ehemiah  I'arg')  owned  one  of  the 
first  four  frame  houses  in  the  village,  the  site 
of  it  being  now  c;ccupied  b)  the  mansion  built 
by  his  son,  Allen;  and  he  was  the  purcliaser 
of  the  first  bell,  whose  brazen  tongue  called 
the  \'illagers  to  worshi]j  in  the  only  church  in 
the  vicinity,  the  \-ery  first  ljuilt  west  of  the 
Genesee  J\.i\-er,  in  1825.  Mr.  Walter  li. 
Fargo  has  faithfully  sustained  the  re[jutation 
of  his  name  and  lineage,  and  lias  tlie  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  frieinl  and  neiiibbor. 


'^OSI-TTI  ]'.  01  A'  is  an  extensive  land- 
liolder  in  ^fount  Morris,  where  he  oc- 
tupies  a  conspicuous  position  among 
the  farming  [xipulation.  Possessed  of 
sound,  practical  sense  and  good  financial  al;il- 
ity,  he  ranks  as  one  of  the  enterprising  bcisi- 
ness  men  of  the  town.  Mr.  (Jlj)  was  born,  in 
Mansfield,  Warren  County,  N.J.,  Januar}'  19, 
1825,  being  a  son  of  Barnabas  Olj),  who  was 
a  native,  it  is  supposed,  of  the  same  town. 

John  fJlp,  the  father  of  l^arnabas,  came 
from  Hidland  stock,  and  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  where  he  spent  a  large  portion  of  his 
lite.  lie  was  reared  to  the  habits  of  industrN' 
and  thrift  couiinon  to  hi-,  Dutch  ancestors, 
and  accpiired  a  comfortable  estate.  J'jnigrat- 
ing  to  New  York  State  in  tlie  early  thirties, 
he  settled  in  the  town  of  Mount  Morris, 
where,  being  cpiite  well  along  in  \-eai-s,  he 
afterward  li\-ed  with  his  wife,  I'olly  (Jlp,  re- 
tired from  acti\-e  pursuits,  rounding  out  a  full 
period  ol  existence.  He  reared  three  sons, 
all  of  whom  lie  assi.sted  in  obtaining  homes  in 
Livingston  Count\-. 
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Harnabas  Olp  grew  t(j  manhood  in  New  Jer- 
sey, l)eing  a  resident  of  that  State  until  1828,  i 
wlien,  acconiiian ied  by  liis  family,  he  eame  to  1 
Livingstiin  Count)',  bringing  all  of  his 

earthly  possessii ms  with  teams.  Turchasing  a 
tract  of  land  in  Mount  Morris,  he  moved  into 
the  small  log  house  which  stood  in  the  clear- 
ing that  had  already  been  made,  ani.l  there 
began  farming.  His  first  work  was  to  cut  the 
stantliug  timbe)-,  which,  having  no  commercial 
\-alue,  was  rolletl  into  piles  and  burned, 
'["here  were  then  neither  railways  nor  tele- 
graph or  tele[)hone  lines  spanning  this  broad 
couutr)',  and  the  evidences  of  civilization  were 
few.  h\)V  a  time  he  drew  his  surplus  proiluc- 
tions  to  Rochester,  thirty-eight  miles  distant; 
but,  notwithstanding  the  lack  of  modern  con- 
veniences and  hel[js,  he  made  good  success  in 
his  farming  operations,  and  after  a  time 
erected  substantial  frame  buildings  in  place 
of  the  log  cabin  and  barn.  Disposing  of  his 
home.-^tead  projierty  at  an  advantage,  he  bought 
a  farm  in  Leicester,  which  he  occupied  for 
fovu"  3ears;  and  then,  selling  it,  he  removed  to 
Mount  Morris,  where  he  lived  retired  until 
his  death,  wlien  sixty-three  years  old.  lie 
was  twice  married,  the  maiden  name  of  his 
first  wife  being  Amy  I'otts.  She  was  a  native 
of  New  Jersey,  and  died  in  1838,  leaving  him 
with  four  chiklren  ■— Henry  \V.,  Sarah,  Mary, 
and  Joseph  I'.  He  subseciuently  married 
Maria  Scobey,  who  bore  him  one  child, 
George. 

Joseph  1'.,  the  seconil  son  of  l^arnabas  Olj), 
was  three  years  old  when  his  j^arents  came  to 
Mount  Morris;  ami  here  he  was  reaied  and 
educated,  li\  ing  at  the  parental  firesiile  until 
nineteen  years  old,  when  he  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade,  which  for  seven  years  he  made 
his  chief  occupation.  Having  bought  si.xty- 
three  acies  of  land  in  Portage,  he  was  there 
engaged  in  farming  for  three  years,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Mount  Morris,  and  spent 
one  sunnner  in  the  village.  The  following 
seven  years  Mr.  Olp  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing on  rented  land  in  the  valley.  He  subse- 
cpiently  bought  a  farm  of  three  hundred  ami 
forty-two  acres  in  the  town  (;f  Nunda,  and  re- 
sided there  for  three  years,  doing  an  excellent 
paying  business.     Trading  one  hundred  acres 


of  that  property  for  the  farm  he  now  owns, 
Mr.  Olp  continued  ids  agricultural  labors, 
and  has  now  a  \alii,d)le  anil  well -ei j u i p| in  1 
homestead,  located  about  two  miles  iioni  llie 
\'illage  of  Mount  Moiri>,  and  cuntainin^  t\\(j 
hundred  and  sixteen  acres  ot  rich  land.  In 
addition  to  this  estate  Mi'.  Ul|)  still  owns  one 
hundred  acres  of  his  Nunda  purchase,  wliich, 
including  his  other  landed  ])ro[)erty,  makes  an 
aggregation  of  four  hundred  and  thii  ly-eiglit 
acres. 

In  March,  1853,  Mr.  Olp  was  united  in 
wedlock  with  Harriet  M.  W'ari'en,  a  native  of 
Leicester,  and  a  dau-hter  of  Ira  and  Ann 
(Sharpstein)  Warren.  Two  children  ha\e 
been  born  to  them  —  Florence  E.  and  Henry 
\V.  Florence,  who  is  the  wife  of  James  B. 
Hampton,  County  Treasurer,  has  two  children 
—  Carrie  and  Howard.  Henr}'  married  Ida 
Perrine,  and  they  ha\"e  two  children  —  Helen 
and  Joseidiine.  I\Ir.  Olp  is  a  man  of  great 
intelligence,  strong  in  his  comictions,  inde- 
pendent in  political  matters,  voting  for  the 
man  he  thinks  best  fitted  for  the  office,  and  is 
broad  and  liberal  in  his  religious  views. 

/  3)lT.Hl{RT  M.  COOLl-:y,  an  eminent 
\  '*)  I  contractor  and  Iniilder  in  Leicester, 
Livingston  Count\',  N.Y.,  first  saw 
the  light  in  the  town  of  York,  Deceml)er  17, 
1S15,  the  year  when  General  Jackson  fought 
the  famous  battle  of  New  Orleans.  He  was 
the  second  son  of  Jonathan  and  Zeviah  Coo- 
ley,  the  father  being  the  second  child  of  Jf)n- 
athan  Coide)',  Sr.  Gilbert's  earl\'  lite  was 
lias.sed  amid  pioneer  scenes.  He  can  remem- 
ber the  time  when  there  were  neither  c.inals 
nor  railroads,  and  ])ractically  no  machinery 
used  in  farming,  his  father,  in  common  with 
others,  cutting  grain  with  a  sickle. 

When  Gilbert  was  a  lad  of  ten  )ears,  a  man 
came  tt;  that  place  with  a  cradle,  whicli  he 
tried  to  introduce  into  the  har\est  fields. 
The  child  took  particular  notice  of  its  con- 
struction, carefully  obseiving  the  proportions. 
Being  a  countr\'  boy,  with  am]de  leisure  to 
think  out  his  work  and  work  out  his  thoughts, 
he  soon  made  a  grain  cradle,  the  first  which 
was  ever  used  in  that  section.     He  made  good 
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use  of  the  opportunities  afforded  him  to  secure 
an  education,  attending-  the  district  school  and 
Wyomini;-  S^'niinar)'.  In  i<S3o,  at  the  age  of 
fifteen,  he  commenced  to  learn  the  carpenter's 
trade,  serx'ing  three  )'ears  as  apprentice,  after 
which  he  became  a  contractor  and  builder. 
In  1840,  the  last  _\ear  of  \'an  Buren's  Presi- 
denc}-,  he  moved  to  Cu)ler\-ille,  where  he 
remained  eight  }ears,  filling  many  large 
contracts  with  Mr.  Cuyler  for  the  erection  of 
buildings.  In  1848,  the  year  gold  was  dis- 
covered in  California,  a  contract  was  made  to 
build  canal-locks  at  Numla  and  other  points, 
which  he  worketl  on  two  years.  In  1850,  the 
year  that  President  TaNlor  died,  Mr.  Cooley 
with  a  comiKiny  built  twenty  miles  of  the  Erie 
Railroad,  and  lias  since  lieen  cpiite  extensively 
engaged  in  railroad  construction.  In  1884  he 
became  a  retired  resident  of  Moscow. 

Mr.  Cooley  married  in  1 840  his  hrst  wife, 
I'diza  Ann  Dailc)-,  who  was  born  near  New- 
burg  on  the  Hudson.  She  died  October  7, 
1879.  In  1886  he  married  Airs.  Clarissa 
W'lieeler  Smead,  a  native  of  Leicester,  and  a 
sister  of  John  Wheeler,  whose  biography  may 
be  found  eNewherc  in  tliis  vtdume.  Mr.  Coo- 
ley is  a  Presbyterian,  as  was  also  his  first 
wife.  'Phe  present  Mrs.  Cooley  is  a  member 
of  the  IJajitist  church.  Mr.  Cooley  is  nearly 
eighty  years  of  age;  but  he  is  hale  and  hearty, 
and  still  looks  after  his  [)rivate  interests.  He 
and  his  sister,  Mis.  Lucinda  C.  May,  still 
own  the  old  homestead  at  Covington.  Mr. 
Cooley  sa}  s,  "  I  have  lived  to  see  steam  and 
electricity  introduced,  ami  I  expect  to  see 
electricity  supersede  steam  as  a  motive  power." 
'Phough  thei'e  ai'c  no  children  in  the  Cooley 
household,  it  is,  ne\'ertheless,  a  bright  centre 
of  life  and  friendship. 


^1  HOMAS  CLARK  .SOW  1'. RB V,  a  highly 
^1  respected  citi/en  of  Perry,  was  born 
November  26,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Isabel  (  I'duker)  Sowerby,  his 
father  being  a  nali\'e  of  Hull,  \'()rkshire, 
Phigland,  antl  his  mother  of  Warsaw,  N.V. 
Mr.  S.owerby's  grandparents  were  George 
and  I'dizabeth  Sowerby,  of  Yorkshire,  who 
reared  eight  children — John,  George,  Floater, 


Elizabeth,  P'rancis,  Jacob,  Thomas,  and 
Martha. 

(icorge  Sowerb)'  died  in  1812;  and  his 
widow  was  again  married  to  James  Clark,  a 
miller  of  Hull,  ICngland,  and  emigrated  with 
her  children  to  America  five  years  after  her 
husband  had  come  to  this  country.  Thomas 
Clark,  a  son  of  James,  and  half-brother  of 
Thomas  Sowerby,  became  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive grain  dealers  in  Buffalo,  and  died  in 
middle  life.  James  Clark  dieil  in  Hudson, 
N.Y.  ;  and  his  widow,  the  subject's  grand- 
mother, died  at  Perry  in  1855,  aged  sevent)-- 
one  years. 

Thomas  Sowerby,  son  of  George  and  PZliza- 
beth,  came  to  America  witli  his  mother  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years.  He  wijrked  as  a 
miller  at  Seneca  P'alls  for  one  year,  and  later 
I  went  to  Oswego,  where  he  followed  the  same 
'  vocation  for  six  years.  In  1844  he  came  to 
Wyoming  County,  and  purchased  fifty  acres  of 
land  in  the  town  of  Perry.  He  has  rapidly 
increased  his  landed  property,  and  to-day  is 
the  possessor  of  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
Wyoming  County.  He  now  lives  in  retire- 
ment.    He  is  a  Republican  in  piditics. 

The  luaiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Isabel 
Fluker.  .She  was  born  June  14,  1828,  daugli- 
ter  of  William  and  P'dizabeth  (Wood)  Pduker, 
who  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  settled  in 
W'arsaw,  wdiere  they  were  well-to-do  farmers. 
'Phe  former  died  at  seventy-nine  )-ears  of  age 
ami  the  latter  at  eiglity-nine.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  }»Ir. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  Sowerby  rearetl  two  children 
—  George  V.  and  'Phomas  Clark  Sowerby. 
The  former  is  an  extensive  grain  dealer  and 
mairagcr  of  large  elevators  in  Buffalo.  He 
married  Maria  Aiken. 

Thomas  Clark  Sowerby  was  educated  at  the 
district  school,  and  on  reaching  his  majorit\- 
purchased  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Castile,  con- 
sisting of  one  hundred  and  eight)--seven  acres, 
situated  at  the  head  of  Silver  Lake.  This  is 
a  ver)'  x'alualde  piece  of  propei't)',  and  Mr. 
Clark  has  done  much  in  the  wa\-  of  niodellin 
his  farm  buildings.  On  h\'bruar\'  it),  187c), 
he  was  united  in  luarriage  to  Alice  Sowerb\-, 
daughter  of  John  and  Harriet  (Hutton")  .Sow- 
erby, a  sketch  of  whom  ajipears  cLewhere  in 
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this  work,  l-'or  a  short  time  after  liis  mar- 
ria^^c  lie  resided  upnii  and  operated  one  of  his 
father  s  farms,  |)Ui\hasinL;  tiie  one  above  men- 
tioned, uhieli  he  cairird  on  snccessfully  for 
three  years.  i  le  ihtii  removed  t(;  tlie  town  of 
I'err}',  where  lie  hi/ui^lit  a  valuable  buildin^^ 
hit  on  Lake  .Street,  ne'arly  opposite  the  one 
owned  and  dceupied  by  his  father.  Hei'e  he 
built  a  larL;'e  and  handsi^me  residence  with  all 
modern  impnix'einents,  in  which  he  now 
resides. 

He  also  purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty-ei-lU  acres;  and  this,  together 
with  his  i)rMi)ert\-  in  Castile,  he  rents  to  good 
adx'antage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  C.  Sowerby  have 
three   cliildren  —  Grace  born  September 

21,  1882;  Clara  AI.,  born  August  28,  1886; 
and  Alice  T.,  born  September  24,  1891.  Mr. 
Sowerb}'  in  politics  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  his  religidus  \iews  are  liberal  and  con- 
sistent. 


IIOMAS  SIMl'SON,  a  much  respected 
I'esident  nf  Mount  Morris,  Livingston 
C(umt)',  N.V.,  is  a  native  of  l{ngland, 
where  he  was  bnr)i  on  I\hiy  13,  1831,  l)eing  a 
son  i)t  William  Simpson.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  in  I'Jigland,  and  in  the  country  uf  his 
birth  he  was  satisfied  lu  spend  all  his  days. 

in  1850  'I'liomas  determined  to  cume  to 
America,  aiul  accordingly  he  set  sail  en  the 
good  shij)  ""/.eziga";  and  after  seven  weeks 
C)f  tossing  about  on  the  broad  Atlaritic  he 
landed  in  New  York  (Jity,  and  thence  made 
his  way  to  Geneseo,  Livingston  County. 
After  occu|))  ing  himself  for  several  years  with 
work  for  others,  he  bought  of  Hannah  .Service 
fifty  acres  (;f  land,  and  shortly  j)inxhased  of 
one  Horie  thirts'  acres  more,  making  eighty 
in  all;  and  Irom  that  time  on  to  the  present 
he  has  gi\en  his  whole  attention  to  the  im- 
pro\'ement  and  CLilt  i\  at  ion  of  his  farm  and  the 
erection  of  fences  and  buildings. 

In  1855  I\!r.  Simpson  married  Ann  Aiken, 
of  Ireland;  and  she  became  the  mother  of  four 
children  —  William  Thomas,  Phcebe  Jane, 
Henry  John,  and  Mary  Ann.  Mrs.  Ann 
Sim[)son  diLil  in  1879:  and  her  husband  after- 


ward married  Iisther  ]io\(l,  daughter  c^f  Rob- 
ert ]}o)'d,  of  ^'ork.  Mr.  .Simpson,  although 
of  haigiish  birth,  is  now  a  citi/en  ol  the 
LMiited  .States,  ha\'ing  been  naturalized  in 
1866.  He  is  an  independent  voter,  and  cast 
Ills  fii'st  I'resiilential  vote  for  Se)'mour  in 
1868.  Ah'.  .Simp->on  ha>  been  glad  lo  take 
advantage  of  all  the  oiJ|)Oituirit ie>  affordi'd  b\" 
the  fiee  institutions  ot  this  countr\',  and  in 
return  does  not  shirk  lii.-.  dut)'  as  a  citizen. 
Industrious,  self-helpf lH,  and  well  disposeil, 
he  hohls  the  respect  of  his  fel low-townsjieople. 


I1ARLI-:S  D.  Nl'WTOX  is  a  [.n.mi- 
nent  lawyer  of  .Main  .Street,  Gen- 
eseo, N.A\  IK-  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Birdsall,  in  Allegany 
County,  ALay  25,  i86i,  and  is  of  Xe\s  llng- 
land  stock,  his  father,  Daniel  Newton,  Ijeing  a 
native  of  the  .State  (jf  Connecticut.  His 
grandfather,  who  had  been  a  sea  cajjtain,  set- 
tled down  near  Rochester,  and  built  and  occu- 
pied the  first  log  cabin  in  tliat  section  of  the 
country;  l)ut  later  he  remmed  to  Granger,  in 
Allegany  County,  where  he  I'emaiuecl  luilil  his 
death. 

Daniel  Newtcni  chose  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer,  and  cultivated  a  farm  in  Allegany 
County;  he  did  not,  however,  gi\e  all  his 
time  to  agriculture.  He  was  a  man  of  un- 
usual ability,  noted  for  his  excellent  judgment 
in  all  general  and  local  affairs,  and  was  jiiom- 
inent  auKuig  other  capable  and  intelligent 
men  of  that  time  for  his  wise  discrimination 
and  good  sense.  He  \-<j\y  naturally  was 
elected  to  fill  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  continued  to  perform  its  duties  for 
more  than  tweiit}'  years.  At  the  [jresent  time 
Mr.  Newton  is  retired  from  the  lesponsibi  1  i- 
ties  of  a  public  life,  and  hiuls  a  congenial 
home  with  his  son  Charles,  still,  howe\-er, 
continuing  the  cultivation  of  his  farm.  Dan- 
iel Newton's  wife,  the  mother  of  C'harles,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  f(Uinerl\-  Miss 
Annie  lhaidage.  She  wa>  boiii  in  .Steuben 
County,  a  daughter  of  ALatthew  Hrudage,  a 
well-known  resident  of  the  town  of  Granger, 
Allegany  Coimty.  h'ive  children  ha\e  blessed 
this  imion  —  Dallas,  Almeda,  Joseph.  George, 
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and  CIkuIcs  1).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Newton 
are  niend)ers  of  the  I'reshytei'ian  church. 

Their  \diinL;esl  son,  Cliarles,  passed  liis 
earl)  )'eai's  until  he  was  about  nine  years  old 
on  the  homestead.  He  then  entered  the 
academy  at  I'riendsliip,  X.V.,  where  he  re- 
mained with  occasional  inlerru|)tions  until  he 
was  neai  l)  c  i^hleen,  w  hen  he  came  to  Gene- 
seo,  and  continued  his  studies  here  for  three 
)'ears  more,  woikin_^'  i)art  ol  the  time,  how- 
ever, foi'  Mr.  John  Vouiil;'.  Later  he  studied 
law  with  (jeneral  Wood.  The  year  of  1888 
Mr.  Newton  Sjienl  in  the  law  department  of 
I\Iichi;^'an  Univer^it\'  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  the 
next  )  ear  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Twelve 
montlis  ifler  lie  opened  an  office  in  Geneseo, 
where  he  commenced  practice;  and  here  he 
has  ^one  on  in  a  successful  career  ever  since. 
This  calls  for  moi'e  than  [xissin^"  notice;  for, 
when  a  man  has  become  successful  in  a  pro- 
fession he  has  untlertaken.  it  is  not  unfre- 
quently  said  that  he  owes  his  prosperity  to 
the  hai>p\'  conditions  of  his  life,  his  many 
triends,  his  ia\  oral)le  en\  ironment.  But  very 
often  tills  is  incorreit;  and  the  attainment  (jf 
the  end,  as  in  this  instance  of  Mr.  Newton,  is 
rather  tlie  result  of  earnest  effort  in  the  single 
chosen  direction.  ]'rai;nientary  efforts  de- 
tract from  indi\-idual  power;  and,  althouj;li 
the  man  of  diverse  interests  may  accomplish 
nuich,  it  is  the  one  steady,  unfaltering  pur- 
pose wh  ich  succeeds. 

Mr.  Charles  1).  Newton  was  married  in 
1SS7  to  Miss  Nellie  J  )urfee,  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
Charles  Durfec,  a  well-known  and  successful 
miller  of  \\'\-oming  Countw  They  have  three 
daughters  -  Mar\',  hdi/abeth,  and  IJorothy. 
Mr.  Newton  is  a  l)emot  rat.  and  has  the  honor 
of  l)eing  Master  of  tlie  Geneseo  Lodge,  A.  h". 
&  A.  M.,  No.  214. 


(^AMh:S  A.  MAIN,  a  wholesale  dealer  in 
-Id  I      jewelry  and  watLhes,  i;f  Warsaw,  N.V., 
was  l)orn  at   Cold  Sjjring  on  the  Hud- 
son,   rutuam   Coimt)',   N.Y.,  October 
26,   1827,  son  of  Joshua  and   Polly  (Mabie) 
Main.     Mr.  I\Liin's  grandfather  was  of  Span- 
ish extraction,  but  died  soon  after  landing  in 
this  country;  and  his  )-oung  son  Joshua,  who 


was  left  without  a  natural  protector  and  with 
no  ]jalrimony,  was  ""boLmd  out'"  on  a  farm  for 
a  tiiiK.  lie  married  Mis.-,  l'(dl)'  ^Ld)ie,  of 
I'utuaui  Count)';  and  they  came  to  (ienesee 
County  in  1S35,  journeying  by  steamboat  from 
I'oughkeepsie  to  All)any,  thence  by  canal  to 
Rochester,  .uul  Irom  theie  1)}  wagon  to  Wcth- 
ersfield.  The  bra\'e  young  couple  liati  scant 
means  and  a  family  of  six  )'oung  children  to 
provide  for.  'Idieir  three  sons  and  three 
daughters  were:  Caroline,  the  wife  (jf  Leonard 
Baker,  of  Wethersheld;  Julias;  James  A.; 
Gilbert,  a  land  owner  in  Kansas,  who  has 
been  superintendent  of  schools  there  for  fi\'e 
years;  .Susan,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Walter  Parish, 
of  Ilornellsx  ille ;  and  Mar)',  a  widow  living 
in  Arcade,  W)'oming  County.  Mrs.  Main 
died  at  sevent)'-thrce  years  of  age;  and  hei' 
husband  sur\'ived  her  four  years,  dying  at 
seventy-nine  )ears  of  age  on  the  farm  upon 
which  he  settled,  and  which  is  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  his  son  Elias. 

James  A.  Main  received  a  fairly  good  etlu- 
cation  in  the  tiistrict  schocds,  and  W(jrketl  on 
the  farm  at  home  or  out  on  the  neighboring 
farnis  by  the  month  until  he  was  twent)'-si\ 
years  of  age.  lie  was  then  married  to  Miss 
Celinda  Tallman,  of  Castile,  a  daughter  of 
Giles  Tallman,  one  of  the  earl)'  settlers  from 
Delhi  in  Delaware  County.  Mr.  Main,  being 
in  a  poor  state  of  health,  began  tra\elling  on 
the  I'oad  as  a  salesman  of  jeweliy,  hoping  that 
the  constant  change  of  air  and  scene  would  be 
of  physical  benefit.  This  occuj^jation  he  fol- 
lowed for  four  )'ears ;  and  then,  feeling  mucli 
stronger  and  better  able  to  endure  a  setlentar)' 
life,  he  went  to  New  York,  and,  initting  him- 
self under  competent  i nstructi(ui,  applied  him- 
self diligenth'  to  actjuiring  a  knowledge  ot 
the  mechanical  art  of  watchmaking  and  the 
tratle  of  a  gtddsmith.  ddiis  he  accomijlishcd, 
and  in  1859  established  a  jewelry  shop  in 
Arcatle.  In  1862  he  conceivetl  the  idea  of 
f(dlow'ing  the  arm\'  and  offering  his  wares  to 
the  men  in  blue,  a  |)roject  which  was  put  into 
executiou,  and  wliich  ijro\'cd  most  remunera- 
tive. After  the  war  was  o\er,  lie  went  back 
to  New  York,  and  entered  the  emplo)'ment  (jf 
a  jeweller  by  the  name  of  C.  S.  Stone  as  a 
workman  and  salesman,  and    was  so  efficient 
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ill  both  capacities  that,  when  he  left,  he  took 
witli  him  the  stroiiL^est  recommendation  from 
his  emplov'er.  In  1.S65  lie  came  to  Warsaw, 
where  he  has  certainly  been  successfnl,  though 
his  l)usiness  abilit)-  ami  practical  skill  would 
have  fomul  wider  scope  in  one  of  the  great 
cit  ies. 

The  one  daughter  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Main  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  James  E.  Reid,  a  real 
estate  ami  insurance  dealer  in  Warsaw,  and  is 
the  mother  of  twin  sons  —  L(juis  and  Law- 
rence —  who  are  remarkably  bright  and  inter- 
esting liltle  felK)ws,  and  in  whom  their 
grandfather  takes  the  greatest  pride  and 
pleasure.  In  1H74  Mr.  Main  purchased  on 
East  l^uffalo  .Street  a  residence,  which  he  en- 
tirely rebuilt  in  tlie  following  year.  Since 
that  time  he  has  bought  a  lot  on  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Buffalo  Streets,  upon  which  he  has 
erected  a  handsome  tliree-story  brick  business 
block.  The  building  occupies  one  of  the 
finest  business  stands  in  the  town,  and  the 
IKist-office  has  occupied  a  part  of  it  for 
the  past  nineteen  years.  On  the  second  floor 
there  are  many  offices,  and  the  whole  building 
is  heated  by  hot  water,  and  is  thoroughly 
equipped  with  all  modern  improvements. 

The  strictly  honest  dealing  of  Mr.  Main 
has  been  one  of  the  factors  of  his  success,  his 
statement  in  regard  to  his  wares  being  never 
for  an  instant  ([ueslioned  by  those  who  know 
his  reputation.  IK-  has  agents  who  sell  his 
watches  and  jewelr)-  in  New  York,  Michigan, 
Wisconsin,  Ohio,  and  Pennsylvania;  and  he 
owns  real  estate  in  different  States.  He  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  ancl  is  conservative  in 
politics,  voting  for  the  best  man  for  the  place 
always. 

I\Ir.  Main  has  worked  slowly  and  patiently 
up  to  the  present  point  of  prosjierit}',  and 
merits  the  congratulations  of  friend  and  neigh- 
bin',  who  ha\e  witnessed  the  eventual  acliieve- 
nient  of  ([uiet  antl  unostentatious  effort. 


AMUl'lL  lAVART,  formerly  a  pros- 
perous   farmer  of   Geneseo,  N.Y., 
was      born      in  Northumberland 
County,   I'ennsyh'ania,   in  the  )'ear 
1773,  and  died   in  (ieiieseo  in  184S.     He  was 


a  son  of  John  ICwart,  who  was  born  in  Armagh 
County,  Ireland,  and  when  a  young  man  came 
to  America,  crossing  the  ocean  in  a  sailiiig- 
N'cssel,  the  \'o}age  occupying  se\'eral  week:^. 

In  1794  John  Ewart  reino\ed  finm  l'eiins)  l- 
\'ania  to  Geneseo,  making  the  joLiriie)'  in 
wagons.  At  that  time  this  section  of  the 
country  was  a  wilderness,  with  but  few  white 
settlers.  He  selected  a  tract  of  land  near  the 
village  known  as  I.ake\ille,  and  there  as- 
sistetl  in  organizing  the  First  Treslnterian 
church  in  tlie  town  of  (jencseo,  of  which  he 
was  appointed  one  of  the  Elder.-i.  He  resided 
near  Lakeville  but  a  few  }-ears,  then  sokl  his 
land,  and  Ijought  for  four  dollars  an  acre  a 
tract  of  one  hundred  acres  in  the  southern 
l)art  of  the  town.  A  hewed  log  house  and  a 
few  acres  of  cleared  laml  constituted  his  a\'a li- 
able estate.  Here  he  resided  till  his  death, 
about  1812.  He  had  tive  children  —  Mar- 
garet, Nancy,  Alary,  Samuel,  and  one  other 
daughter,  whose  name  is  unknown,  as  she 
went  to  Ohio  instead  of  to  New  York  with  lier 
parents. 

Samuel  Ewart  was  nineteen  }'ears  old  when 
he  came  to  this  count)-  with  his  parents.  He 
was  brought  up  to  agricultural  pLirsuits,  and 
always  engaged  in  farming.  I'nr  a  short  time 
he  served  in  the  War  of  18  12,  being  in  sight 
of  the  village  of  Ikiffalo  when  it  was  burned 
by  the  British.  He  inherited  the  home  farm, 
to  whicli  he  made  aiiditions,  owning  at  the 
time  of  his  death  four  hundred  acres.  The 
frame  buildings  which  he  erected  were  among 
the  best  in  the  town  at  that  time. 

He  marrietl  h-lizabelh  Magee,  whose  father, 
William  Magee,  was  born  in  Count)'  Antrim, 
Ireland,  but  was  of  Scotch  ancestr\-,  as  also 
were  the  Ewarts.  Accompanietl  i)y  iiis 
brother  Henry,  he  came  to  America  wlien  a 
young  man,  and  settletl  in  New  Jer.ic)',  where 
he  resided  some  )'ears  previous  to  1  Soo,  when 
he  came  to  New  York  .State,  and  settled  in 
the  village  of  Williamsburg.  Later  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Croxelaiul,  which  he  sold  a 
few  years  afterward,  and  bought  another  in 
the  same  town,  residing  on  this  latter  farm 
until  his  death.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Hannah  (juick,  was  of  Holland  an- 
cestr)'.     Mrs.  hlwart  li\ed  to  be  ninet\'  \'ears 
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of  at;c,  and  died  in  the  year  1885.  She  had 
three  (.hui^'Iiters  —  Mai}'  /\.,  who  inarrieil  Dr. 
luiward  I'atehen,  of  Dans\ille,  aiul  died  in 
1892,  lea\  ill;.;'  twcj  eh i I(h'en Charles  V.  and 
I'lli/aheth  S.  i'atehen;  l']li/aheth,  who  died  in 
1890;  and  llannali,  a  elear-headed,  sensible 
woman,  the  only  survivor  ol  the  family,  who 
now  oecu[)ies  the  homestead. 

15oth  .All-,  and  Mrs.  I'.wart  were  attendants 
of  the  rreshylerian  ehureh.  .Mr.  Ewart  was 
known  to  the  town  in  which  he  li\ed  as  a  very 
successful  farmer,  anil  was  much  respected 
both  on  account  of  hi^  character  as  a  man  antl 
his  "ood  work  as  a  citi/en. 


7TAlIAkLl-:S  L.  C;.  SLfTl-IX,  of  Dans- 
I  Kr^  x'ille,  who^e  sudden  death  on  .Sunday, 
April  H'l,  1893,  caused  widespread 
soi'row  in  the  conununity,  was  the 
third  son  of  Abraham  and  Johanna  (Wire) 
Suttin,  of  Elizabeth,  X.J.  The  Sutfin  off- 
spring numbered  eiL;ht  chihlren,  si.v  of  whom 
i;rew  to  atlult  years.  Charles  L.  G.  Sutfin 
was  born  in  Conesus,  Livingston  County, 
.\'.Y.,  January  25,  1841.  and  at  the  age  of 
three  years  nu)\-etl  with  his  parents  to  Steuben 
County,  where  he  lived  until  1873.  His 
early  education  was  obtained  in  the  Rogers- 
\ille  and  Dansxille  Seminaries.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  iSoj,  when  he  joined 
the  Union  army  in  the  month  of  August, 
entering  as  a  [)rivale  Com])any  K,  One  ILm- 
dred  and  'I'hirtieth  .\e\v  York  Volunteer 
hifantr}-.  In  Jul}',  1863,  the  regiment  was 
transferred  from  the  infantry  to  the  cavalry, 
called  h'irst  Xew  Ymk  Dragoons.  Mr. 
.Sutfin  remained  in  the  service  for  three  years, 
ami  pai  t  icipated  in  man)'  sanguinai'y  conflicts, 
coming  out  unscathed,  but  with  his  health 
seriously  im[)aired,  hi^  death,  in  his  fift}-- 
thirtl  )'ear,  being  attiibuta.ble  to  the  priva- 
tioiis  and  hardships  insL'|iaral)le  from  army  life 
in  time  of  war. 

Pievious  to  the  war  and  for  four  }'ears  suc- 
ceeding, he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits; but,  finding  his  health  not  ecpial  to  the 
hard  work  attendant  upon  fanning,  he  took 
the  business  of  insui'ancc,  and  nioved  into 
Dans\  ille,  where  he  Iniilt   up  the  largest  iri- 


surance  business  in  Livingston  Count)',  being 
engaged  with  one  compan)'  lor  over  twenty- 
one  )ears.  lie  was  a  \'ei')  prominent  Craiid 
Army  man,  and  associated  hini.-,elf  with  the 
Seth  N.  Hedges  Post,  No.  2  id,  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  of  ])ansville,  .\.\'.,  of  which 
he  was  Commander  lor  live  successive  teinis, 
holding  that  position  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  also  a  niember  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  President  ot  the  \'eteraiis"  Associa- 
tion of  Livingston  Coimty,  and  also  held  the 
(office  of  President  of  the  Regimeiital  Assi)cia- 
tion  of  Xew  \'ork  Dragoons.  He  was  at  oiie 
time  on  the  staff  of  the  State  Comniandcr,  and 
was  well  kiKJwn  throughout  the  Grand  Army 
circles  in  this  commonwealth.  He  belonged 
to  the  Canaseraga  Lodge  of  Odd  hAdlows,  and 
was  County  De|)uty  tor  soi'iie  time. 

Sei^tember  10,  1868  lie  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  Sharp,  a  iiatixe  of  Dans- 
\ille,  X.Y.,  and  tlaughter  of  Henry  Sharp. 
Her  father  was  born  on  .Staten  Island, 
where  his  father,  \Villiani  .Sharp,  was  a  i^'om- 
iiient  merchant.  Mr.  Henry  .Shai'|)  came  to 
Dansville  in  1830,  and  resided  there  until  his 
death,  in  1877.  Mrs.  Sutfin's  mothei',  Han- 
nah Preston,  u'as  a  daughter  of  Amos  Preston, 
of  Connecticut.  Her  ])aternal  gr.indfather, 
also  named  Aukjs,  was  a  suigeon  and  [jhysi- 
cian,  and  served  on  the  field  in  his  jirofes- 
sional  capacit)'  during  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  AL'dical  talent  seems  to  be 
hereditai)'  in  the  famil)';  for  two  of  his  grand- 
sons, ti\'e  ol  his  great-grandMiiis,  and  two  of 
his  great-great-graiidsons  ha\'e  been  physi- 
cians. Mrs.  .Sutfin  survives  her  husband. 
She  has  no  chihhen.  Ihe  excellent  likeness 
which  appears  in  counection  with  this  brief 
biographical  sketch  will  be  of  si)ecial  interest 
to  many  readers  of  this  xolume,  who  knew  him 
personalh  or  l)y  leputalion  as  a  m.m  "without 
I'eproach." 

•■  Xoiic  kiu-w  liini        lo  liUL-  him. 
Xoiir  n.iiiRil  liim  liul  111  1  ii'.iisL'.'" 

A  k i lul-hearted,  pure-minded  man,  ]>ains- 
taking  and  success!  ul  in  business,  modest  in 
sell-estimate,  and  unilormi)' courteous  in  niaii- 
ner,  Mr.  .Sutfin  is  well  said  to  have  "honored 
e\er)'  station  he  was  called  to  occuijV." 
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HUM AS  W 
iiidusti  iiui.- 
thc  tcwii 
thirty-six  \cars. 


.  !■  LOWERS  has  been  an 
i  and  successful  farmer  in 
of  Warsaw,  N.Y.,  for  over 
He  was  born  November  i  l, 
1825,  son  of  'I'homas  and  Hannah  (Mowbery) 
I'^lowers,  in  I  .incohisliire,  Enghind,  where  his 
ancestors  were  probabl)'  nati\'es  f(jr  many  a^^'cs 
back.  His  fatht'i'  was  a  gardener.  The  par- 
ents (.lied,  leav'iu-  but  two  children  —  Betty 
and  TlKimas  W.,  tlie  latter  being  the  youngest. 

lie  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
I'jigland,  and  at  tlie  age  of  a  little  over  thir- 
teen years  wa^,  aj)|irent  iced  to  a  carpenter,  of 
whom  he  accjuired  the  trade,  serving"  seven 
vears,  at  the  completion  of  which  time  he 
bean  wi>rk  for  himself.  He  thus  continued 
until  185*^),  when  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  accompanietl  b)-  his  wife  and  four  chil- 
tlren,  and  settled  at  Warsaw,  where  he  followeil 
his  trade,  at  the  same  time  engaging  in  agri- 
culture, on  a  small  scale  at  first,  but  rapidly 
advancing  as  circumstances  woukl  permit. 
His  first  land,  which  he  |)urchased  about 
thiity-si.\  )'eai's  ago,  and  which  he  still  owns, 
consisted  of  one  and  one-hall  acres;  and  here 
he  commenced  the  independent  life  of  a 
farmer,  liv'ing  Irugalh',  anil  industriously 
laboring  to  inciease  his  pro]Derty,  which  stead- 
ily rose  in  size  ami  value,  his  present  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  fi\e  acres  being  exceedingly 
well  cultiwited  and  productixe.  He  carries 
on  general  farming,  and  has  solved  the  j^rob- 
lem  of  whether  agriculture  can  be  made 
successful  oi'  not.  He  has  made  many  fine 
improvements,  the  woik  of  his  own  hands,  and 
has  a  \ery  comtortable  residence,  together 
with  wel  l-coii>tructed  and  spacious  farm 
buildings. 

In  1848,  prev  ious  to  coming  to  the  United 
.States,  Mr.  bdoweis  was  weckled  to  Mary  Ann 
Skinner,  ilaughter  ol  John  and  I'lli/abeth 
-Skinner,  who  ueie  also  natives  of  Lincoln- 
shire, l'!ngland,  and  are  now  deceased.  .She 
was  one  ot  nine  children,  six  of  whom  are 
still  living.  (_)ne  brother  and  two  of  her  sis- 
ters have  (1  led. 

.Mr.  and  Mis.  l'dower>,  have  had  seven  chil- 
dren, four  of  wiiom  were  born  in  Iingland  and 
the  others  in  this  country.  One  son,  Thomas 
W.,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  England,  tlied  in 


Dakota,  September  i,  l88j.  'l"he  othe-r.-,,  who 
are  all  marrietl,  are  as  fulhjws:  William,  con- 
nected with  the  salt  works  in  War.^aw: 
George,  a  farmer  at  Warsaw;  Almena,  wife  uf 
Charles  King,  a  farmer  at  Cox'ington  ;  John,  a 
farmer  at  W\'oming;  J'Tank,  em])lo\ed  at  the 
salt  works;  and  .Mbeil  L.,  residing  at  home. 

Ml',  and  Mrs.  l'"lowers  were  earl)'  settlers  in 
the  i)art  ol  Warsaw  in  which  the)'  reside,  and 
are  well-kiujwn  resicleiits,  liaxing  the  I'espeet 
and  esteem  of  their  neighbors.  When  .Mr. 
l-'lowers  arrived  in  Warsaw,  his  onl)'  capital 
consisted  of  an  English  shilling  and  his  own 
nati\'e  energ\',  which  has  bestirred  itself  to 
such  good  purpose  that  he  now  enjo)'s  a  \ei')' 
fair  C(jmi)etenc)  .  He  i,-^  a  Republican  in  pol- 
itics, and  both  liimselt  and  famih'  attend  the 
Methodist  church.  Albert  L.  bdo'vveis,  who 
now  manages  the  home  farm,  is  a  \'ery  pro- 
gressive young  man,  full  of  life  and  amljitioii, 
who  will  110  doubt  repeat  his  tather"s  success 
in  agricultural  pursuits. 


RANK  A.  NORTH  WAY,  a  worthy 
re]iresentative  of  the  mercantile  inter- 
ests of  Tuscarora,  and  a  \-eteran  of  the 
late  Civil  War,  is  a  man  whose  good  ijrinci- 
ples,  sound  common  sense,  and  vigorous  and 
able  management  of  his  affairs  have  availed  to 
lead  him  to  ])roS|)erity,  placing  hiiri  in  an 
lionorcdde  position  aniong  his  tellow-men. 
He  is  a  favored  son  of  Livingstoii  Count)', 
Mount  Morris  being  the  jjlace  of  his  nativity, 
and  April  29,  1836,  the  tlate  of  his  birth. 

Mr.  North  way  comes  of  substaritial  New 
baigland  stock,  his  father,  .Asahel  Northway, 
having  been  born  in  I'olebrook.  Litchfield 
County,  Conn.,  of  whicii  State  his  grand- 
fathei',  Abijah  Northwav,  was  likewise  a  na- 
tive. .Abijah's  father,  the  great-giandfathei" 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
England.  He  came  to  America  iii  eai'h  I'o- 
lonial  days,  and  fought  in  the  i'Tench  and 
Indian  War,  ami  was  latea'  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution.  He  rearetl  a  tamilv  ol  thiiteen 
sons  and  three  daughters,  and  seven  ot  his 
S(His  were  S(ddiers  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
His  son  Abijah  was  the  )'oung'est  child  ol  the 
family  and  a  life-long  resident  of  Connecticut. 
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He  there  nianied  Polly  (iraiit,  who  bore  him 
.se\era]  children. 

Asalu'l,  son  of  Ahijah  and  Polly  (Grant) 
Xorthway,  was  bred  to  a  farmer's  life,  but 
when  a  youny  man  made  use  ot  his  mechanical 
ability  by  iearnin^^  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  he  fidlowed  until  1830,  when  he  came 
with  his  wife  to  Mount  Morris.  'Phey  made 
the  journe)'  by  stage  to  Albany,  tlience  via 
the  canal  to  Rochester,  where  they  took  teams 
U)  their  point  of  destination.  liuying  a  tim- 
bered tract  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Tus- 
carora,  he  erected  the  first  frame  dwelling  in 
that  section  of  the  county.  He  continued  to 
work  at  his  trade,  carr)'ing  on  a  flourishing 
business  antl  hiring  laborers  to  carry  on  his 
land,  and  remained  a  resident  of  his  home- 
.stead  until  the  time  of  his  demise,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-four  }ears.  He  married  Lucretia 
Griswold,  a  nati\e  of  Colebrook,  Conn.;  and 
she,  too,  died  on  the  home  farm,  passing  away 
when  sixty-one  )'ears  (dtl.  'Phey  were  the 
])arents  of  five  children  —  Mary,  ]£liza,  La- 
\ina,  P^rank  A.,  and  Lorana. 

'Phe  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  .schools,  between  ses- 
sions assisting  in  the  farm  labors  until  twent)' 
)  ears  of  age,  when  he  began  teaching.  P"or  a 
while  he  still  worked  at  farming  in  seed-time 
and  harvest,  and  taught  school  winters.  In 
iS5()  Mr.  .Xorthway  \  isited  (_)hio,  and  f(jr  one 
season  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  P'ranklin 
Coimty.  Remo\iiig  thence  to  Kentucky,  he 
was  princii)al  of  a  select  scho(d  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  Rebellion,  when  lie 
returned  to  the  place  of  his  nati\dty,  and  re- 
sumed hi^  agricultural  pursuits.  In  August, 
1862,  insijired  by  the  patriotic  s]:)irit  of  his 
paleinal  ance.-^tors,  ?tlr.  Nortlnvay  was  enrolled 
as  a  membei"  of  Compau)  P",  One  Plundretl 
anil  'Phirty-sixth  New  \'ork  \'olunteer  Infan- 
tr\',  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
being  honorabh'  discharged  with  his  regiment 
in  June,  1S65.  p]\-er  l)ra\e  and  faitliful,  he 
wa.=  an  acti\e  partici|iant  in  twenty-three  dif- 
ferent battles,  among  them  being  some  of  the 
most  decisive  conflicts  ol  the  Rebellion.  Re- 
turning to  ci\  il  hfe,  Mr.  Noithway  once  more 
took  up  farming,  continuing  thus  employed 
until  1S7J,  wlieu  he  entered  upon  a  mercan- 


tile career,  opening  his  present  store,  which 
is  well  stocked  with  an  excellent  assortment 
of  general  merchandise. 

In  I  868  Miss  Ikdle  Whiteiiack,  a  nativ  e  of 
West  Sparta,  being  the  tlaughler  of  Cornelius 
and  Pucinda  W'hilenack,  became  the  wife-  of 
Mr.  .Xoithway;  and  their  jialhway  thiougii 
wedded  life  has  been  brightened  b)'  the  birth 
of  four  children,  thiee  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing; namel)'.  Palward,  William  H.,  and  Lib- 
bie.  (,)ue  child,  hreddie,  the  pet  ot  the 
househidLk  ended  his  earthly  life  at  the  tender 
age  of  one  )ear.  'Ihree  years  ago,  in  1892, 
Mr.  .Xorthway  I'emox'ed  with  his  family  to 
X'unda,  in  oi'der  to  give  his  children  the  bene- 
fits of  its  excellent  s\'stem  of  public-school 
education.  Pie  is  a  memljer  of  the  Nunda 
Presb)'terian  church,  and  as  a  citizen  takes  a 
hearty  interest  in  the  welfare  and  aih'ance- 
ment  of  the  conmuuiity. 


JUP:LL  U.  WOODRUFP,  a  well- 
known  faianei-,  stock  ilealei',  antl 
luill  owner  of  Livonia,  Livingston 
Count}-,  .X.\'.,  was  born  Juh'  14, 
1830.  His  grandf.ither,  .Solomon  Wootlruff, 
who  was  the  first  white  settler  in  l.ix'onia, 
came  here  in  1789,  anil  bought  a  tract  of  land 
on  what  was  known  in  those  da\  s  as  the  "Big 
'Pree  Road,"  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
south  of  Li\-onia  Centre.  When  the  humble 
and  rudely  lashioned  little  log  house,  which 
he  immediately  began  to  build,  was  com- 
pleted, he  went  back  to  Connecticut  for  his 
wile  and  chihh-en.  (  )n  the  letui-n  journe)',  in 
1790,  he  left  them  at  Bristol,  while  he  came 
forward  alone,  in  oi'der  to  prej)ai"e  a  welcome 
lor  them  in  that  new  home;  but,  as  he  a[j- 
proached  the  clearing  where  he  had  reeentl\- 
been  busy  m  his  laboi'  of  lo\e,  what  was  hi.-^ 
consternat  iou  to  lind  that  the  Indi.ius  h.id 
binned  the  log  c,d)ip.  to  the  grouiuL'  But  the 
bra\-e  heart  was  undaunted,  and  he  imniedi- 
atel\'  set  to  work  to  rebuild. 

While  he  was  thus  engaged,  Mi's.  Woodiuff 
remained  in  Hi-istid  with  hei-  chihh'en;  and 
during  iiis  absence  one  ol  ihem  was  stricken 
witii  an  illness  of  which  he  died,  so  that  it 
wab  with  hea\-)'  hearts  that  the  new-coiuerb  en- 
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tcrcd  their  forest  hal)itatioii,  which  was  seven 
miles  distant  from  their  nearest  neiglibors. 
All  the  L;i'aiii  and  faiiii  produce  had  to  be- 
C()iive)ed  by  team  to  Albany,  and  visitinj^" 
was  of  couise  tlone  at  rare  intervals  when 
one  had  t(j  i;o  all  the  way  to  lloneoye  I'dats  to 
enjoy  a  L;ossii)  o\-cr  a  eu|)  of  tea.  I\Ir.  Wood- 
ruff's son  rhi!li|)  was  the  first  white  child 
born  in  this  localit)',  and  the  '"pale-face 
pai)poose  "  was  doubtless  an  object  of  j^reat  in- 
terest to  the  Indians.  One  of  their  chiefs 
j;rew  so  fond  of  little  Austin,  an  older  son, 
who  had  l)een  biou-iit  by  his  parents  from 
Connecticut,  that  he  made  every  effort  to  pur- 
chase the  bov.  I'dndiii^"  all  inducements  vain,' 
he  attempted  to  steal  him,  and  had  almost 
effectetl  his  purpose  when  he  was  discovered 
by  a  man  in  Mr.  Woodruff's  employment,  who 
rescued  the  friL;htened  chiUl  from  the  hands  of 
the  savage  kidnajiper. 

Austin  Woodruff  grew  up  and  became  the 
most  e\tensi\'e  ilro\er  anil  cattle  dealer  in  this 
part   of   the   country,  travelling  hundreds  of 
miles  with  his  herds,  and  meeting  no  doubt 
li     strange  ad\entures  in  his  annual  journeyings 
^      through    a    comparatively    thinly  populated 
^    country.     lie  married  Miss  Julia  Smith,  the 
(1     daughter  of  Mark  Smith;  anil  they  reared  a 
family  of  ten  children,  live  of  whom  are  still 
I;     living,  their  n  imes  in  the  order  of  their  birth 
I     being  as  follows:  Aliriira  N.,  Myron  S..  Col- 
lins, Orlando  S.,  Love  S.,  Wayne  J.,  Austin, 
Jr.,   liuell  ]).,  Ann  S.,  and  Lucia  M.  Mr. 
Woodruff   tiiKill)-   settled   upon   a  farm,  and 
s[)ent  his  last  years  quietly.     He  lived  to  be 
seventy   years  (dil.      His  wife  died  at  sixty 
,  years. 

Buell  D.  Woo  h  uff,  who  is  the  namesake  of 
1  old  Mr.  Buell,  the  hrst  schoolmaster  who 
ever  taught  in  this  locality,  was  the  first  child 
born  in  the  frame  house  built  by  his  father  in 
the  i)lace  of  the  earlier  and  more  humble 
abode.  After  complet  ing  his  education  in  the 
Genesee  Weslevan  Seminary  at  Lima,  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  a  hundred  acres  in  Conesus, 
which  he  cultixalel  for  ten  years.  He  then 
sold  it,  and  bought  out  the  interests  o(  the 
other  heirs  to  the  homestead,  of  wdiich  he  is 
luiw  sole  owner;  and  about  the  same  time  he 
also  purchased  the  grist  and  saw  mill  at  Hem- 


lock Lane,  which  is  now  umlei'  the  super- 
vision of  his  son. 

liuell  D.  Woodruff  married  for  his  first  wife 
Miss  Hortcnse  Harding,  of  .Steuben  Count)'; 
and  the  offspring  of  this  marriage  were  three 
ehi  Idren Herbert  .S.,  Ldwaril  15.,  and  h'raidc 
H.  Heibert  S.  owns  a  cattle  ranch  in  Ne- 
braska, and  is  ireasurer  of  the  counts'  in 
which  he  lives.  By  his  first  wife,  who  was  a 
Miss  (JuLickeid)Ush,  Ldward  15.  Woodruff  has 
two  children  —  Emma  and  Artie.  ]'~mma  rep- 
resents the  fifth  generation  of  Woodruffs  who 
ha\'e  li\'ed  (;n  this  estate.  15v  his  second  mai'- 
riage,  with  Miss  I'dora  Xaracong,  lulward  B. 
has  one  infant  child,  15erta.  Frank  H.  Wood- 
ruff married  Miss  b'lorence  Morton,  and  has  a 
family  of  four  children  —  Julia,  Buell  D., 
Austin,  anil  Morton.  'I'hey  live  on  a  place 
adjoining  the  homestead.  !\Irs.  Horteuse 
Woodruff  departed  this  life  January  iij,  iSGij; 
and  Mr.  Biiell  D.  Woodruff  was  a  second 
time  married,  l-Y-bruary  26,  1873,  to  ^^ss 
I'dizabeth  A.  Coe,  a  native  of  this  town, 
being  the  daughter  of  Lewds  and  Rhoda 
(Bacon)  Coe,  early  settlers  of  Livingston 
County. 

Mr.  l^uell  D.  Woodruff,  whose  first  vote 
was  cast  for  b'ranklin  Pierce  in  1852,  is  a 
stanch  Republican.  He  has  been  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  four  years  and  Su|)er\  isor  for 
two  years.  Mr.  Woodruff's  name  has  beeii 
identified  wdth  that  of  Livonia  since  the  be- 
ginning of  that  \dllage"s  existence,  and  the 
people  of  the  county  feel  pride  and  interest  in 
the  success  of  the  family  who  for  li\'e  genera- 
tions have  been  scuis  of  the  soil. 


YrAY.xLPi'R    KCGicNh:  c.Ri;c.()k\-, 

\Y«;\/  M.lX,  one  of  the  managing  jdissi- 
■  ^  cians  of  the  far  famed  Jackson  .San- 
atorium of  Haiisx  ille,  XA'.,  was  boin  in  W  in- 
field,  Wis.,  on  .Se|)teml)ci'  1>S,  1857.  1  M. 
(Iregcjry's  father,  ( Vscar  Ciregor\',  was  a  native 
of  Ashtabula,  ()hio,  in  which  town  ICzra  Creg- 
ory,  his  gramh  at  her,  was  also  born.  At  the 
age  ot  thirt\'  li\e  h'./ra  moved  to  Wisconsin, 
wheie  he  lived  until  his  death.  He  iiared  a 
famil}-  of  seven  children,  tlnce  of  whom  are 
still   living.      d'vvo  fidlowcd  the  medical  [Hi)- 
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fcssion,  and  one  was  killed  at  Chalk  IHuff, 
duriii;j;  the  Rebellion. 
(  )seai",  the  seeoiul  sun  ui  M/ra  (jrejjjory,  and 
liie  lather  ul  I  )r.  (lrei;i)iy,  nl  whom  this  is  a 
memoir,  was  l)rou;;ht  u])  as  a  practical  farmer, 
and  rccei\ed  a  plain  education  in  the  district 
schools  ol  the  nei;4hl)orhoo(l.  L^pon  airi\ang 
at  his  maioi-it\,  (  )scar  ( 1  i'e;;( u  \',  with  that  intle- 
pendent  spii  it  whicli  is  characteristic  of  Amer- 
ican republicanism,  purchased  a  i)iace  of  his 
own  and  became  a  landed  pi'oprietor  in  W'in- 
tield,  Wis.,  where  he  rt'iiiainetl  until  1866, 
when  he  sold  his  farm,  and,  mo\in<j;  to  Marsh- 
tield.  Mo.,  purchased  a  tract  of  land  and  be- 
came a  clealei'  in  real  estate.  After  some 
time  lie  lenioxed  to  laitha^e,  AIo. ,  where  he 
is  now  li\in^\  His  wife,  .A^nes  Cottington, 
wht»  died  in  C  arthage  in  1S79,  was  one  of  a 
family  of  three  daughters  ami  four  sons  of 
Jesse  Cottington.  .Slie  came  from  haigland  to 
America  when  she  was  sixteen  years  of  age, 
tlie  two  months'  \  oyage  being  made  in  a  sail- 
ing-\essel.  (  )ue  ol  her  brothers  was  a  physi- 
cian. Mr.  Cottington  had  been  engaged  in 
the  hop  indiLstr}'  in  his  owii  countr)',  and 
estal)lished  a  similar  industry  in  New  York. 
A  few  years  after  his  emigration  to  New  York 
he  mo\ed  to  W'inheld,  Wis.  Here  he  cleared 
a  trad  ot  land,  and  built  a  log  caldn,  and 
bi"oug]it  the  land  into  a  fit  state  of  cultivati(.)n. 
lie  tlietl  in  the  spring  of  1893,  at  the  age  of 
se\enty-si\  )eai's. 

Mr.  ami  Mrs.  ( )scar  (iiegory  reared  si.x  chil- 
dren out  of  a  lamih'  of  se\en,  the  eldest  of 
wiiom  is  the  oiiginal  of  tliis  sketch.  The 
othei's  ai  e  :  Rol)ert  ;  Mar\' ;  i'anny  ,  who 
married  .\aroii  .Meeker;  [essie,  who  married 
.\.  ("i.  I'ish;  and  Wintield,  who,  like  liis 
brother   Robert,   is  a  larmei'  in  the  West. 

Walter  \:.  Cii'egor)'  attended  in  his  child- 
hood the  graded  scho(ils  in  .Missotnd,  and  on 
returning  to  \\  isconsin,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
continued  his  studies  in  the  district  school, 
where  he  |)repared  lor  the  high  school  course, 
which  was  completed  in  h is  twenty-first  year. 

I  Wo  \  eai  s  a!  tc  r\\  ard  his  health  began  to  fail, 
and    he    came    to   the    Jackson  Sanatoriimi. 

The  treatment  at  this  institution  proved  so 
beneficial  that  at  the  end  of  a  year  he  fomul 
hinisell  restoretl  to  health  and  vigor  and  able 


to  accept  the  position  of  ,\.-isistant  Superin- 
tendent of  the  establishment.  'i'liis  place  he 
filled  so  elficientl)'  that  after  twd  )ears  he  was 
appointed  (ieneral  .Supri  i nteudeiit. 

I'ossessing  a  remarkable  aptitude  for  medical 
science,  as  well  as  a  natural  inclination  toward 
that  blanch  of  research,  lie  entered  the  Piulfalo 
Universit)'  lor  a  three  \ears'  course  ol  slud\', 
si^cnding  his  \-acations  at  the  .Sanatori  uni, 
wliicli  was  in  itself  a  swstem  of  practical  edu- 
cation ill  the  various  branches  of  In'gieiiic  sci- 
ence, (iraduating  in  iS.Scj,  iJr.  (iregor)'  at 
once  began  to  practise  his  profession,  and  was 
ap[)(nntetl  one  of  the  three  managing  pfnsi- 
cians  of  the  Sanatorium.  His  talents,  attain- 
ments, social  qualities,  all  combine  to  ht  him 
for  the  position  he  holds.  'I'lie  nntailing  con- 
sideration, the  tender  care,  the  unselfish  effort 
to  promote  the  well-being  and  happiness  of 
those  around  him,  ha\'e  won  the  loviu"'  reiraril 
of  all  who  know  him,  as  well  as  the  recipients 
of  his  kind  offices. 

On  April  24,  1 -SSq,  Dr.  Walter  haigene 
Gregor)'  married  .Miss  Helen  C.  ]Ja\"is,  of  St. 
Andrews,  Canada.  The  young  lad)'  is  of 
Sct)tch  descent  through  her  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  McMartin.  Her  father, 
Theodore  l)a\is,  is  the  representatix'e  of  a 
ver\'  old  and  honored  familw  The  |)atients 
at  the  Sanatorium  divide  their  atfections  be- 
tween the  Doctor  and  his  wife,  whose  grace- 
ful little  courtesies  to  the  in\alids  are  almost 
as  efficacious  as  are  her  husband's  more  ofli- 
cial  and  professional  attentions.  In  ])olitics 
Dr.  Cregory  is  a  Re[uiblican. 


YpT)* '1^1'TCr    \'AI,l.ANCb:,    a  substantial 
I '"-^     farmer  of  .Scotch  descent,  residing  in 
jLtV        ^'ork,   Livingston  Count\-,  District 
AO.    I,   was  born   in    this  town  on 
June    21,    1841.      His    father,    Robert  \'al- 
lance,  Sr.,  came  to  .America  troiii  Scotland  in 
1820,  when  he  was  only  twenty  )-ears  of  age. 
The   voyage   occupied   se\'en    weeks,    and  no 
doulit    the    )'oung    Scotchman's    heart  grew 
hea\y  many  times  as  the  vessel  each  day  Ijore 
him  farther  and  farther  from  the  land  of  the 
purple   heather  and   the   associations   of  his 
chi  hlliooil. 
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C'omiiij,"  to  Yoi'k,  which  had  been  fcjrnicd 
not  long'  bL-forc  from  Caledonia  and  Leicester, 
he  settled  on  a  faini  west  of  the  village  of 

log  house,  in 
The  nearest 


I'oulervi  1  le.  Here  he  built  a 
which  he  lived  fur  ten  years, 
market  was   Rochester,  and  the  farm  produce 


had  to  l)e  conxeyed 
famil)-    supplies  hu 
journey  in 
time  and 


thither  in  order  to  get 
dnmestic    use.  Those 
.  were  made'  at  a  great  expense  of 
d)or,  and  the  farmer  in  this  section 


in  the  earl)'  da) of  the  settlement  must  needs 
be  a  man  of  strong  determination  and  endur- 
ance who  would  successfully  cope  with  the 
difficulties  of  the  situation.  After  a  decade 
of  such  x'icissitudes  as  the  isolation  of  the  set- 
tlement necessitateel,  Mr.  Vallance  sold  his 
farm,  and  purchased  another,  upon  wdiich  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  wdiich  is 
now  occupied  b)  his  son  and  namesake,  Rob- 
ert. His  wife  was  I'^dizabeth  Matthews,  of 
I'ittsford,  X.\'.,  who  sm'\i\ed  him.  He  died 
at  seventy-two  )ears  of  age,  wdiile  she  was 
eighty-six  at  the  date  of  her  death,  on  June  24, 
1892.  Their  si\  children  were  born  in  the 
following  order:  Henry,  Jane,  Rol)ert,  ?\Lary, 
John  A.,  and  Martha  I-".. 

Robert,  the  thiitl  child,  and  the  original  of 
this  sketch,  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  and  at  l^rockport  Academy.  He 
worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  his  first 
marriage,  after  which  he  bought  two  himdred 
and  ten  acres  of  land  from  his  father,  and 
final  1)'  l)ought  the  homestead  from  his  Ijrother- 
in-law,  H.  C.  Root.  1868  was  the  year  of 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  J.  McKenzie, 
whose  father,  .Simon  McKenzie,  was  one  of 
the  early  Scotch  settlers  of  York.  Two  chil- 
tli'cn,  l)oth  daughters,  wei\,'  born  of  this  union 
—  ITizabeth  C.  and  Cora  S.  Mrs.  Mary  J. 
Vallance  died  October  20,  1870;  and  Mr. 
\^allance"s  second  wife  was  Miss  Rachel 
Clunas,  wdio  was  the  mother  of  three  sons  and 
one  daughter  -  -  Robert  H.,  Charles  A..  Al- 
bert 1^.,  anil  Mary  J.  lacing  left  a  widower 
for  the  second  time,  Mr.  Vallance  formed  a 
third  niatrimonial  alliance  with  Miss  .Anna 
Hiniter,  by  whom  he  had  no  children.  The 
heav)-  hand  of  berea\'ement  was  again  laid 
upon  Mr.  \'allance,  and  he  was  for  the  third 
time  a  widower.     Miss   Margaret  Hamilton, 


ol  Caledonia,  became  his  fourth  wife  and  the 
mother  ol  two  sons  -W  illiam  R.  and  Heur)' 
.M.  Vallance. 

Mr.  Robeit  \'allance  is  a  mendier  of  the 
]""irst  i'resb)'terian  Church  in  l''o\sder\  i  1  le,  of 
which  he  is  a  stanch  su|)porter.  He  is  in 
political  f.iith  a  ])emocrat,  ha\'ing  been  lo)al 
to  that  l>art)  since  casting  his  first  Presiden- 
tial \ote  in  iiSTi.!  for  the  martial  hero  who  was 
at  that  time  a  candidate,  (ieueral  (leoi'ge  H. 
.McClellan. 


A.AH:S  i;iJWI.\  RVAD,  a  pnanment 
real  estate  and  insurance  agent  ot  W'ar- 
saw,  \\'\oming  Count\,  was  boin  in 
Markham,  \'ork  Count\',  ( )ntario,  Can- 
ada, April  25,  1S62.  ]iis  paternal  grand- 
tather,  .Samuel  Reid,  a  natix'e  of  .Sulfolk 
Count)-,  I'jigland,  came  to  Canada  in  iN^j, 
bringing  with  him  a  wife  antl  fiee  children, 
all  ot  whom  grew  u\i  antl  became  heads  of  fam- 
ilies excepting  one  tlaughter,  who  died  in 
earl\-  youth.  ()nl)'  one  of  the  sons  is  now 
living. 

(ieoige  Reid,  the  father  of  James  lulwin, 
was  born  in  England,  March  24,  1N23,  and 
came  to  Canada  with  his  pai'eiits,  being  then 
a  bo)'  of  fourteen.  He  married  Miss  .Saiah 
I'ress,  a  nati\'e  of  (  )ntcU'io,  near  Markliam,  and 
ol  Ameiican  parentage.  l'~our  childien  were 
born  to  them,  two  of  whom  are  now  deceased 
—  I'ei'r)-,  a  bain'  of  a  veai'  anil  a  half;  and 
Mary  A.,  a  lo\el)'  girl  of  t went \-one,  who  died 
in  the  autunni  of  1N77.  William  brancis 
Reid,  the  onl\'  brother  (jI  the  subject  ot  this 
stxcti'h,  is  a  l)oot  and  shoe  di'aler  in  Lhicago, 
111.  i'lie  mother  ot  these  children,  alter  her 
husband's   death,    became  the  wife  of    [.  H. 


Armstrong,  and    now  resides  ii: 
Michiga  1. 

Janies  l'!dwin  Iveid  recei\ed  a 
tion   in   Markham,  .\ew  Market 
school  ,'f   iVdlev  ille,  (  )ntario.  I 
expert  telegrapher,  and,  obtainiii 


the   State  of 


liDeral  eunca- 
and  the  high 
le  became  an 
in    1N.S2  a 

position  as  operator  on  the  I'.rie  Railr(»ad,  he 
was  engaged  in  this  emplo)'ment  lor  three 
)'ears.  He  came  to  Warsaw,  .Septeniber  16, 
|<S83,  and  was  married  two  \  ears  latei',  J.inuary 
I,  1885,  t')  .Miss  \-A\'\{h  Adele  .Main,  daughter 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


(if  fames  A.  Main,  a  jeweller  of  W^arsaw, 
.\.  \'.  'I'liis  niai  i  iai;e  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  i\\  in  mhi^  l.ouis  ka)iii(in(l  and  Law- 
rence .Main  Keid  bmii  September  I,  liSiS/. 
'i'he  pai'enls  of  these  buys  aie  justly  proud  of 
their  bright,  aitive  minds  and  engaging  man- 
ners, which  ai'e  ri-'maiked  b\'  all  who  meet  the 
children. 

Mr.  Keid  opened  his  present  oCfice  in  iiSX6, 
and  has  since  tlial  time  established  a  larj^e  and 
flourishing  business.  lie  is  also  en<i;aged  in 
the  fninilure  and  undeilak i n;;  fjusiness  in  War- 
s.iw,  under  the  tiim  name  ol  l)a\is  &  Reid. 
lie  is  a  man  nf  enteipiise  and  ability;  and, 
as  he  is  still  Niiimi;,  he  ma\  well  look  forward 
til  ir.iire  than  an  nrdinarx'  sliare  ol  worldly 
success.  ,  ■    ,J. -•  ■  ,1 


JAMl'i;!.  L.  W  liri  l.OCK,  of  Sprin-- 
watei',  l.i\innst(in  Count)',  the  effi- 
cient .Sehoiil  Commissioner  oi  the 
.Secoiul  Uistiicl,  is  the  only  son  of 
tlie  late  1  iM  W'hitlnck  and  Ids  wife  Amelia, 
whii  were  prominent  amom;'  the  earlier  resi- 
dents (if  the  town.  1  la  \\  hillock  was  born  in 
(iianxille,  Washington  Couiit\,  where 
he  pa^-^e(l  the  eai  l\  \ears  ol  his  life.  He  was 
educated  at  the  old  ( ii'an\  i  1  le  Academy  ;  and, 
alter  attaining;  his  majmitw  he  sjjcnt  some 
time  in  liachiuL;  and  in  sur\evin;j,".  Subsc- 
cjiientlv  he  went  to  New  \'ork  Citv,  and  tor 
scwial  \  ears  was  emplo\ed  as  en<;ineer  on  the 
Jliulson  and  Last  Rixeis.  In  1836  he  came  to 
Springwatcr;  and  in  tlie  lollowinf;'  \ear  he  was 
mairied  to  .Mi-~s  .\melia  .Sluiail,  ot  Conesiis, 
w  ho  still   sui"\  i \  es  him. 

Mr.  Ira  W  hilloek  was  a  man  ol  moi'e  than 
a\era|j;e  intellectual  abilitN',  and  from  the  first 
commanded  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
people.     As   earl\-   as  he   was  elected 

Commissioner  ot  IIiL;hwa\s;  and  afterward,  as 
.Assessor  and  justice  of  the  i'eace,  and  in  \ari- 
ou^  positions  of  public  trust,  he  faithfully 
served  the  interests  of  the  (.-onimunity  imtil 
pre\(.'nted  lidm  luither  cares  bv  the  infirmities 
ol  adxanciuL;"  aL;e.  As  a  sin'\e)(ir,  his  skill 
and  ac(.'urac\'  weie  pi'oxerbial.  He  probabi)' 
sur\e\ed  more  land,  determined  more  ancient 
boundaries,   and   settled   more   disinitcd  qucs- 
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tions  in  that  line  tlian  an\'  other  man  in  the 
count}'.  Hold,  fearless,  and  outspoken  in  his 
C(in\iction>  ol  ii,L;hl,  he  w,is  |oi'  ii;an\"  \ears  one 
ol  the  iuast(.-i  spirits  ol  the  (ommunit\  in 
which   he  lived. 

Ilisson,  .Samuel  1,.  Wliitlock,  was  etlucated 
at  denesee  \\'esle\an  .Seminar\  and  (ieiiesee 
C(illeL;e.  While  pursuiiiL;  his  studies,  he 
taught  scxcial  terms  in  the  s(.hoo|s  ol  his  na- 
tive town.  lie  then  went  to  .St.  Louis,  and 
soon  attei'waid  to  Arcadia,  wlieie,  as  pi'incipal 
ot  .Ai'cadia  1 1  igh  .School,  1k'  remained  imtil 
called  to  C  incinnati,  111  whi(  h  cit\  he  taught 
foi'  several  v  cai  >  in  llie  publii  s(.liools.  While 
thei'e  he  availed  him^ell  ol  the  superior  edu- 
cational advaiU.iges  wliich  that  place  afforded, 
taking  several  courses  of  studv,  and  finally 
graduating  in  the  law  department  ot  the  Col- 
lege ol  Cincinnati.  Alter  taking  his  degree 
he  was  elected  \'ice-l'resideiil  of  Arcatlia  C(.il- 
lege.  '1  here,  as  I'rotessor  ( il  .Alathemat ics  and 
Civil  Lngineering,  and  final  1}  as  act  i ng  I'l'esi- 
dent  of  the  college,  he  remaiiu'd  until  ill 
health  necessitated  a  lemporaiv  abandonment 
ot  his  pidtession.  Returning  to  .Springvvaler, 
lie  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  becom- 
ing a  member  of  the  In  in  of  .\llen  iS;  Whitlock. 
He  was  marriL'd  to  .Miss  Almira  (.apiou,  a 
daughter  ol  .Sv  lvest(.'i'  Capron,  a  prominent  and 
well-known  resident  ot  the  town.  She  is  a 
graduate  ol  Cieiiesee  Weslevan  Seniinary,  and 
has  alwavs  been  an  active  and  infiuential 
worker  in  school,  clinr(.h,  and  societv.  As 
teaclu'i"  and  superintendent  ot  .Sal)li;ith-school, 
aiid  member  ol  various  org.ini/.it  ioiis  tending 
to  improve  the  nioial  .md  inlclle(tiial  iduditioii 
ol  humanilv,  her  iidlueiue  lor  ,j,oo(l  has  lieen 
telt  .tiid  .ickiiovvledged  lai"  be\ ond  the  inmiedi- 
ate  circle  in  which  she  nioves. 

Mr.  WTi  It  1(  i(.k  has  alwavs  be(.n  itlentilied 
with  the  Republican  |)ai'tv,  and  for  two  vears 
he  was  the  representative  ol  his  town  in  the 
l^oard  ol  .Supervisors  ol  tlie  countv.  ]'"or  sev- 
eral years  lie  was  a  member  ot  the  Jioard  of 
J  rustees  ol  tlu'  v  ilkige  school.^,  and  took  an 
active  p.irt  in  their  organi/alioii  and  general 
management.  He  has  alwavs  been  deeph'  in- 
terested in  the  progress  and  dev  eh ipnient  of 
the  public  school  ;  .iiid,  being  in  full  svni])athv 
w  ith  the  iiiost  advanced  thought  ol  the  age  in 
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educational  matters,  he  is  peculiarly  qualified 
t(i  su|)ei"\ise  the  wmk  nt'  both  teachers  and 
school  ((llicer^.  In  recd^iiition  of  this  tact,  in 
I  S(j  ^  lie  war^  elected  School  C  ommissioner  ol 
the  Second  l)isli"iit  ol  I  .i\in-'ston  Count),  a 
position  wiiiih  he  still  holds. 


\YAY  II.I.IAAI  CVV  MARKIIAM,  of 
\/^\/  A\on,  I,i\ini;ston  Count\',  X.V.,  is 
a  repi"esenl at i\ e  of  one  ol  the  oUlest 
faniiliL's  in  the  Xoithern  States.  His  ances- 
tor.-, (aiL;inall\  emiL;i'ated  trom  lingland  about 
fort)'  \ears  after  the  arrival  of  the  I'il^rinis  in 
the  "  ^^a\ flow  ei,  "  in  iC>20.  The  famil)'  set- 
tletl,  with  otiiers,  in  C/aml)ridL;e,  Mass.;  but 
in  course  of  time  their  elescendants  married 
anil  settled  (.dse\vhei"e.  'I  he)'  count  back,  how- 
ever, in  a  direct  line,  si.\  generations  in 
Ameiica. 

.Mr.  Markhani's  L(reat-grandfather,  William 
Alarkham,  married  in  June,  1761,  Miss  Abigail 
Cone  \\'ile\',  of  bast  1  lacklam,  Conn.;  and 
the\'  rcnioxed  to  the  western  [lart  of  New  York 
State,  wheie  the)'  settled  as  pioneers  in  what 
was  then  the  town  of  Ilartfoiil,  now  the  town 
of  ivush,  situateil  just  north  ol  j\von,  and  in 
the  fertile  \allevof  the  (lenesee  River.  Their 
children  were  eight  in  nuniljer.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W'illiani  Markham  boili  died  in  or  about  I  790. 
Colonel  William  Markham,  the  eldest  son, 
mairicd  Miss  I'lKebe  Dexter  in  1 775.  They 
bad  ten  children,  of  wliom  Cuy  Markhani,  the 
eighth  chilli,  was  afterward  the  father  of  the 
sul)ject  of  this  narrative,  William  Guy  Mark- 
ham. Colonel  Markham  built  tlie  old  family 
residenci'  in  the  \ear  i  .S04.  There  were  none 
but  log  holism.'-,  in  the  town  at  the  time,  and, 
now  that  moilei'ii  dwell  iiigs  ha\  e  taken  their 
places,  this  is  ])ointeil  out  as  one  of  the  land- 
maiks  of  a  former  period.  Guy  Markham,  son 
of  Colonel  Maikham,  mairied  Miss  J<Tiza  Will- 
iams, a  daughter  of  John  and  Mercy  (Weeks) 
Williams,  who  were  ol  an  old  New  I'jigland 
familN'.  Tlu')  remained  through  life  residents 
ol  the  town  ol  Rush. 

William  Cn\'  Ahirkham,  who  perpetuates  tlie 
names  of  father  and  grandfather,  was  ])orn  at 
"blm  Place,"  the  lamily  homestead,  in  the 
town  of   kush,   Si'))tend)er  2,   1836.     lb'  was 


educated  at  the  Lima  Seminar\',  and  afterward 
engaged  in  tai'ining,  ha\  ing  been  largel)'  occu- 
pied since  1.S3.S  in  bri'eding  hue  stock,  princi- 
pal Iv  "  short-horns.  ' '  In  1N72  he  connnenceil 
making  a  specialls'  o|  .\meiican  meiiiios  ; 
and  in  187^)  he  designed  and  |)repai'ed  foi-  pul)- 
lication  the  .\merican  Meiino  Registei',  the 
Hrst  register  ol  individual  pedigrees  ot  sheep 
ever  pul)lisheil.  J  he  I'olling  c(iunti)'  of  West- 
ern Xew  \'oi'k  attords  tine  |)astui'age  tor  .>heep, 
and  till'  production  o|  wool  luis  been  an  indus- 
ti")'  ol  this  part  ot  the  countrv  evei"  since  the 
settlement  of  fainiers  and  the  cultivatioii  of 
the  land.  J^v  authorized  i'e|)oi'ts  the  produc- 
tion ol  wool  increased  in  the  b'nited  States 
from  thirt)'-rne  million,  eight  hundi'cd  and  two 
thousand,  one  hundred  and  tourteen  pounds  iii 
the  vear  1840,  totiftv-nine  milli(jn,  nine  luni- 
ilrcd  and  thirtv-two  thousand,  three  hundred 
and  t went\-eight  pounds  in  i860.  It  should 
be  noted  that  Mr.  Abirkbam's  aim  has  been  to 
raise  chiefi)'  fine  grades. 

In  1877  he  was  elected  Pi'esident  of  the 
Xew  ^'ork  .State  Shee|)  l^reeilers'  and  Wool 
(ji'owers'  Association,  to  succeed  Dr.  Ilenrv 
S.  Randall,  whiih  jjositiun  he  contiiiues  to 
hidil.  In  1879  he  was  elected  first  President 
of  the  Anicrican  Merino  Sheep  l^reeders'  As- 
sociation, and  held  the  office  till  1884.  In 
1876  he  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Xational 
Wool  Ci'owers'  Association,  holding  that  office 
until  1883,  and  was  re-elected  in  1894.  These 
associations  aie  all  iniportant  ones;  and,  as 
representing  the  intei'ests  of  the  wool  growers 
of  the  count r)',  Mr.  Maikbam  conducted  the 
argument  foi'  them  before  the  Tai'iff  Cominis- 
sion  in  18X3.  Before  this  time,  howcvei",  the 
intei'ests  ol  othei'  count  rics  in  the  wav  of  ex- 
portation had  engaged  lli^  attention.  In  1879 
he  selected  two  hundred  thoroughbred  sheep 
for  the  Japanese  government,  and  delivered 
them  in  person;  and  in  connection  with  this 
ti'ip,  at  the  suggestion  of  General  ("iiaiit, 
vvhoni  he  niet  in  b'P'"'''  '"i''  from  whom  he  re- 
ceived letters  ol  introduction  to  the  N'icerov, 
I.i  llung  Chang,  he  vi>ited  ('hina,  India, 
Ital)',  i''i"ance,  Gerinanv,  i-aigland,  and  Aus- 
tralia,  in  the  interests  ol  sheep  husbandiv. 

Ml".  Maikham,  Irom  his  long  and  excc|i- 
tional    experience,    has    IreijueiUlv    been  ap- 
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poiiUetl  to  act  as  ju(lL,"c  of  cattle  and  sheep  at 
the  |)rinci|ial  lairs  of  tlic  country,  and  was  the 
ju(li;c  ol  Aim  l  ii  aii  niri  ino  slicc|)  in  the  t'hiss 
o|  (Ichiiiie  iiiciiiioN,  ;ii  ilu-  ('iihinibian  l''air  in 
('hicaL;u  ill  iSij:;.  Hi-,  exhibition  of  Ivain- 
bouillct  .shccj)  Iroin  I'liis^ia  was  rc,<j,'ar(le(l  as 
till.-  principal  leatuic  ol  the  merino  slice])  cxhi- 
i)ition  at  thai  lair.  Ihe  inl  rot!  net  ion  of  new 
x'arictic-^  is  a  stiinulaiU  in  aii\'  market,  and  the 
sheep  grower  is  wi>e  who  has  fountl  the  truth 
of  this. 

William  (iuv  Markham  was  marrietl  in  1880 
to  Mi^s  Josephine  h'oote,  the  daughter  of  War- 
ren i""o(ile,  III  Rush,  and  late  of  l^rookhii, 
l.oni;  Island.  1  heir  one  chilii  is  named  I\Iar\'. 
Mr.  Markham  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
('nler,  the  Kni^hls  Jeinplars.  lie  has  al\va)s 
l)een  a  member  ol  the  Republican  party  in 
pol  it  ics. 


^V/l'KIJ';rT  C.  Hi>;i;RI';,  a  resident  of 
Arcade,  is  an  extensive  inner  of  but- 
ter and  cheese  for  the  New  York 
markets.  lie  was  born  in  l-"reedom,  h'ebruary 
4,  I  S3  I,  his  father,  Charles  Beebe,  Jr.,  ha\  - 
ini;"  been  one  ol  the  eai'h'  pioneers  ot  that 
town.  llaxiiiL;'  made  the  best  ol  his  op])ortu- 
nities  for  obtainiiiL;'  an  education  at  both  the 
district  schools  and  the  Arcade  Acadeni)',  at 
the  ai^e  of  nineteen  nouiil;"  Heebe  acce|jted  a 
position  as  clerk  in  the  L;rocerv  store  ol  J.  1). 
Xichoks  at  .Ariadc,  wheic  he  remained  but  six 
months.  (ioin;;'  from  there  to  Sardinia,  he 
entered  the  dr\'-_L;'oods  business  with  M\ers 
IV'cbe,  a  connection  whiich  continued  two 
\eais,  after  which  he  returned  to  Arcade,  and 
en,L;aL;ed  in  bu\  in-  biitlL'r  and  cheese  for  the 
New  \'ork  markets.  This  has  since  been  his 
business,  with  the  exception  ot  one  \  ear,  wln/n 
he  filled  the  positimi  ol  loreman  and  book- 
keeper lor  .Smith  M:  Wilson. 

Mr.  Heche  was  united  in  marriat;'e  on  Jan- 
uary 20,  I.S.S3,  to  Miss  I.ibbie  McKerrow,  of 
Arcade.  Mr.  Heebe  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  has  served  as  a  Trustee  ol  the  \illa;;e 
and  as  a  member  ol  the  C'ountv  Committee  lor 
several  \ears.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Iiule- 
])endcnt  ()iilcr  of  (  )dd  kcllows,  Lodge  ol 
Arcade.  c- 


A.Mi;s   ]-:.    ckisi' ii:i.i),   ai.d.,  of 

I)ans\ille,  a  h'adim;  plusician  of  I.iv- 
i  I  i;;stt  111  (  (111  111  \ ,  was  burn  at  I  .od  i , 
.Seiieia  (Miiiitv,  .\.\'.,  .\ul;usI  6,  1  N  1  , 
son  ol  john  (  risheld,  a  iiativi-  ol  (  )ueen 
Anne's  (  <ainl\  ,  Mar_\  land.  John  Crisfield 
was  born  M.iich  4,  1805;  ami  he  and  his 
brother  lalward  were  (juite  \ounL;  when  after 
the  death  of  tluir  father,  who  was  an  exten- 
sive slave  owner,  their  widnued  mother  lib- 
erated the  slaves,  and  came  .\orth,  and  settled 
on  a  larm  in  Seneca  I duntv. 

John  C'rislield  married  Lovina  \\amsle\', 
who  was  born  in  .Seneca  ountv,  wlieie  her 
fatlier,  William  .\.,  was  a  pioneer  and  farmer, 
and  remained  a  resident  there  until  his  de- 
cease. She  was  one  ol  a  large  family;  and 
she  and  her  husband  reared  five  chihlreii  — 
(iilberl,  I'hilip,  Louisa,  Henrietta,  and  lames 
]].  l)r.  Cristield's  |)arenls  |)ossessed  many 
rare  c|ualilies,  being  high-minded  and  consci- 
entious people,  whose  active  lives  were  produc- 
tive of  much  guild.  I'hcN'  were  both  members 
of  the  Methodist  church,  of  which  Mr.  Cris- 
field  was  a  Trustee  lor  manv  v  ears.  lie  was 
sevenlN-six  at  the  time  of  his  deatli,  and  his 
wile  reached  the  same  age. 

The  biivhiiod  nl  James  \'..  Ciisheld  was 
passed  upon  his  latlu-r's  farm,  during  which 
time  he  attended  the  district  schools.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  he  went  to  Lima,  and  attended 
the  (ienesee  Weslevan  Seminarw  where  he 
prepared  for  cullege,  which  he  entered  later, 
remaining  tlirouL;h  his  Junior  vear.  The  col- 
Ic'ge  being  then  remov  ed  to  Sv  racuse,  he  liegan 
the  study  ol  medicine  w  ith  1  )r.  )iihn  W.  (Irav, 
ot  Avon,  N.\'.,  later  entered  the  Ldllege  of 
I'hv'^icians  and  .Surgeons  in  New  \'ork  ('itv, 
and  was  graduated  I  nun  this  lamous  medical 
school  in  187:;.  He  began  the  practice  of  hks 
profession  tne  same  vear  at  N'mk,  but,  after 
remaining  there  ihic-e  months,  came  directly 
li'om  that  place  to  1  )aiisvi  1  le,  where  he  has 
attained  a  large  and  lucrative  |iractice.  lie  is 
next  to  the  oldest  piactitioiicr  in  Livingston 
Coimtv,  l)r.  I'ennie,  a  sketch  nl  wiiuse  career 
a])pears  elsewhere,  being  tlic  senior. 

l)r.  (  risficdd  is  a  member  ol  the  Xew  \'ork 
State  Medical  Sm  ietv  and  ol  the  Liv  in-sti.n 
Coimtv  .Medical  Society,  of  which  he  has  been 
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President.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Dansville 
Lod<;e  of  Odd  I'ellows,  and  has  held  all  of  the  | 
different  olfices.  lie  has  been  Warden,  and  is  I 
now  Senior  ])eaeon  ol  I'hienix  [,od;^e,  \o. 
115,  A.  1'".  <!i  A.  M,,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Chapter  of  Ko\al  Arch  Masons,  in  which  he  is 
Kint;.  lie  is  hnancially  interested  in  many  of 
Dansx'ille's  industries,  being  a  director  of  the 
chair  factor)'  and  ol  the  ]''air  Assf)ciation, 
I'resident  of  the  ]'..  M.  I'armelee  Medical  Com- 
pan\',  and  also  connected  with  several  land 
companies.  lie  manitc^ts  a  li\ely  interest  in 
political  matters,  being  a  strong  Democrat, 
having  been  a  mendier  of  the  County  Commit- 
tee many  }'eai's,  and  having  served  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  State  Con\ention.  lie  has  ser\ed 
sexeral  terms  as  Trustee  of  the  \  illage.  Presi- 
dent of  the  boartl,  and  four  years  as  Supervisor 
of  the  town.  He  was  Presidential  elector  from 
this  district  in  1S92,  and  not  long  ago  rcceix'ed 
the  appointment  of  Postmaster  (jf  Dans\ille 
for  foLU'  year.'i,  ha\  ing  assumed  his  duties  Octo- 
ber I,  1X94.  Idle  oHice  requires  one  dei)uty,  a 
money  order  clerk,   and  three  assistants. 

Dr.  Crisfiekl  married  Miss  hdizabeth  Gray; 
and  they  ha\'e  two  children  —  Abbie  and 
Louise.  Dr.  and  Mr,^.  Crisfield  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  chuith.  Ha\'ing  always 
faithfully  tlischarged  his  arduous  duties,  both 
professional  and  inildic,  Dr.  Crisfiekl  enjo)'s  a 
well-earned  reputation  as  an  experienced  and 
skilful  ph)'sician,  whiK-  his  kindness  and 
ne\er-fail i ng  courte.s}'  have  contributed  to  win 
for  him  the  esteem  and  good  will  of  his  fellow- 
townspeople. 

The  accomifanying  portrait  of  James  1'.. 
Crisfiekl,  M.D.,  will  be  recognized  and  aj)- 
preciated  by  man)-  warm  friends. 


(glVLONZO   B.  COOLEY,    notary  public, 
A^i         and  has  been  for  some  years  a  use- 
/J|A        fill    'Hid     influential     citizen  and 
officer-holder  in  Leicester,  Living- 
ston County,  N.  \'.  ;  but  he  has  lived  in  other 
places,  and  was  born  iu  Co\'ington,  Wyoming 
County,  on  April  28,  i<S2i.     PI  is  grandfather, 
Jonathan  Coole}',  Sr.,  was  born  in  Springfield, 
Mass.,  and  came  as  a  pioneer  to  Lewis  County, 
New  ^'ork,  settling  there  for  life. 


Jonathan  Coole\',  Jr.,  .^on  of  the  elder,  was 
I  born  in  .Springfield,  Mass.,  l'~ebruar\-  11,  17.S4, 
I  and  mo\ed  with  his  paicnts  to  Turin,  Lewis 
Counl\,  when  \ei')'  Noun-  Iheie  he  gi'ew  u[) 
and  married;  and  in  iNi  1  he  (.ame  to  the  (ien- 
esee  countr)'  with  ox  teams,  when  Rochester 
was  l)ut  a  hamlet.  'Phc\'  settled  in  ( ireigs\-ille, 
now  in  the  town  of  \'ork,  Li\  ingston  Count\-, 
ami  built  a  log  cabin  in  the  wilderness.  In 
1816  Mr.  Coole}'  sold  out,  and  cut  a  road 
through  the  woods  to  Covington,  where  he 
bought  a  tiact  of  land  liea\'ily  timbcied,  and 
thei'e  erected  another  cabin,  wheiein  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  born.  In  due  time 
Ml'.  Co(de\''s  success  transfoi'med  his  log 
buildings  into  frame  houses;  lukI  on  that  estate 
he  livetl  until  his  ileath,  on  Decemlx-r  15, 
I1S55.  His  wife,  Zerx'iah  Ninnjcks,  was  born 
in  Westfield,  Mass.,  Septeniber  II,  1782. 
She  joined  the  Methodist  Plpiscopal  church 
when  onh'  fifteen  \'ears  old,  ami  was  a  taithtul 
member  for  eighty-eight  )'ears,  d\  ing  Januai')' 
16,  1886.  Her  fathci',  Pichard  Nimocks,  who 
was  a  cousin  ol  her  husband,  was  Ijoi'n  in  Scot- 
lantl,  Init  emigrated  to  Massachusetts,  and  died 
in  Westfield.  His  wife's  niaiden  nanie  was 
]'\)wler.  .She  came  from  Massachusetts  to 
Leicester,  aiid  finally  died  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Mis.  Co(de)'.  Mr.  lukI  Mrs.  Jona- 
than Coolc)  leared  eight  children  —  P  redcr- 
ick,  Ciilbert  M.,  Lucintla,  James  A.,  Carlcton, 
Alon/o  P.,  Almon  (  ). ,  and  \anc\'  Jane  Coo- 
le).  l-'rederick  Coole}'  ilied  in  his  thirty- 
fourth  )'ear,  Ma\'2i,  1847;  but  all  the  others 
are  li\'iiig. 

AI011/0  B. ,  the  sixth  chikl  of  Jonathan  and 
Zer\  iali  Cookw,  attended  the  scantily  furnished 
pioneer  school  in  a  log  cabin  at  Co\-ingtoii, 
and  afterward  graduated  with  honor  ,a  the 
Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Lima.  He  lixedwith 
his  parents  until  he  came  of  age,  when  he 
bought  a  farm  at  Co\'ing'ton,  where  he  resided 
until  1859.  Then  he  sold  this  farm,  and  went 
to  the  town  of  Peri'\',  where  he  rcniaiiicd  till 
1864,  lemoxing  then  to  a  farm  in  Leicester, 
one  mile  noith  ot  Moscow.  Alter  lix  ing  there 
six  years,  he  mo\ed  into  the  village,  at  the 
time  of  the  completion  of  the  Delaware,  Lack- 
awanna &  Western  Railroad,  aiid  becanie  the 
first  station  agent,  holding  the  position  eight 
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)cars,  after  whicli  he  ictiicd  from  active  life. 
He  has  been  thrice  married.  Ili.s  fir.st  mar- 
ria^a-,  to  ICli/.a  Aim  I'artrid.^e,  of  C(niii<(t(jn,  a 
(lau^diter  of  ()ra  and  Ik'tse)'  I'artridge,  natixcs 
of  New  I  Iam[).shire,  and  pioneers  in  Wyoming- 
Count)',  tool<  place  in  1^48,  when  he  was 
twenty-se\en.  Mrs.  h'.li/a  A.  I'ooley  died  in 
1863,  after  fifteen  \ears  of  wedhjck.  In  the 
month  (jf  March,  1863,  Mi.  Cooley  married 
Hannah  ICmma  Heebe,  who  was  born  in 
Leicester,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Russell  and 
Orrilla  Jk'cbe,  early  settlers  of  the  town. 
Mrs.  Hannah  ]{.  Coole)  died  July  3,  1 871. 
On  August  2,  1874,  Mr.  Coole\-  married  Eme- 
line  IClizabeth  White,  who  was  born  in  Mos- 
cow, Li\-ingston  L'ount\',  a  daughter  of  Lewis 
15.  and  Hannah  S.  (I'eiison)  White,  natives 
respectively  of  l^ath,  Steulien  County,  and 
Cazenovia,   Madison  Count\-. 

By  his  first  wife  Mr.  Cu(de)-  had  one  (.laugh- 
ter, Helen  K.  Co(de\-,  born  Jul\-  3,  1852,  who 
married  Addison  P.  Weisner,  and  died  on 
March  5,  1889,  leax'ing  three  children  —  Ar- 
thur P.,  Harry,  and  Hertha  Weisner.  J^y  his 
second  marriage  there  were  three  chiUlren. 
Russell  1).  C'i)ole\',  born  i-'el)ruary  14,  1866, 
dieil  l-"cl)ruai\  17.  1883,  aged  seventeen. 
.Mabel  C'o(de\'  was  born  on  June  29,  1870, 
married  Charles  J{.  Hums,  of  Howell,  Mich., 
October  11,  1889,  and  died  December  21,  the 
same  )ear,  aged  nineteen.  William  Jonathan 
Coole\',  the  only  li\ing  child  of  Mr.  C\)oley, 
was  born  on  .Ma\'  8,  1868,  marrietl  b'annie 
Kenni.^h,  and  has  three  children  —  Llmer, 
Russell,  and  Mabel  Kcnnish  Cooley.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  .Alon/.o  11  Coole)'  are  members  of 
the  IMethodist  I'4ii.^co|)al  church,  as  were  his 
former  wi\-es. 

Mr.  Cooley  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Republican  |)art)'  in  the  neighljorhood,  and  has 
i)een  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  tenets.  He  was 
Justice  of  Peace  in  Covington  for  twenty-three 
years,  luit  resigned  this  office  on  coming  to 
Perry,  where  he  ser\ed  as  both  Coroner  and 
Justice  of  Peace  four  )ears.  He  has  been  ap- 
])ointed  Notary  Public  successixely  by  Gov- 
ernors Cornell,  ilall,  and  P'lower;  and,  after 
coming  to  Moscow,  he  was  elected  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  which  office  he  still  holds.  He  is 
one  of  those  men  who  believe,  with  Plato,  that 


"justice  is,  in  the  minil,  a  coiulition  analo- 
gous to  good  health  and  strength  in  the 
bod)-. 


Y^^'^L\N  C.  HROUGHTOX,  M.D.,  a 
Ijj  pr.ictising  ])h)sician  of  the  town  of 
JLJf  ^  Castile,  N.W,  was  born  in  the 
neighboring  town  of  Cox  ington  ; 
and,  though  settled  in  one  local  it)-,  he  is  so 
eminent  in  his  professicju  that  he  ma\-  rather 
be  said  to  belong  to  the  whole  county  of  \\y- 
oming  than  to  aiu'  one  part  of  it.  Dr. 
Broughton  is  the  son  of  f)scar  L.  and  Mary 
(Barrett)  Br(JUghton,  grandson  of  Lyman  and 
Lsabel  (Weljster)  Ih-oughton,  and  great-grand- 
son of  John  Broughton,  who  was  a  farmer  and 
a  hotel-keeper  in  \-er)'  early  times,  and  lived 
t(j  a  good  old  age. 

The  grandfathei-,  L)man  Broughton,  was 
born  Januai)-  6,  1808,  in  Washington  County, 
New  \'ork.  He  was  also  a  farmei' ;  and  after 
his  marriage  he  reinoxed  his  famil)',  in  i\pril, 
1844,  to  CoN'ington,  where  he  luiught  one 
hundred  and  fort\-  acres  of  land,  and  built  a 
substantial  set  of  buildings.  Decidiiig  at 
length  to  make  a  change,  lie  sohl  that  [dace 
and  purchased  the  ailjniiiing  estate,  where  he 
settled  dnuii,  and  ha>  continued  to  li\e  until 
the  present  time.  Although  eighty-seven 
)'ears  ohl,  he  is  still  cjuite  an  acti\-e  aiul  ener- 
getic gentleman,  and,  w  ith  his  wife  of  sevent)-- 
eight  )ears,  unites  in  lending  to  their 
neighboi'hootl  the  eharming  personality  which 
belongs  onl\'  to  serene  old  age.  They  ha\e 
been  blessed  w  ith  three  childieii,  namel)' :  Isa- 
bella, who  is  the  w  ite  oi  John  I  homson,  and 
lives  in  Castile  with  their  one  child;  Oscar 
L.  ;  and  John,  whose  first  wife,  Stella  Lewis, 
died,  lea\-ing  two  children,  who  man-ied  for  a 
second  wife  C/oinelia  Chute,  and  lixes  in  Cov- 
ington. L\'man  Broughton  was  J ustice  of  the 
Peace  for  o\er  twenty-five  \ears.  He  has 
always  been  a  Democrat  in  his  political  prin- 
ciples, and  both  he  and  his  w  ife  are  menibeis 
of  the  IMethodist  Lpisco|)al  church. 

Oscar  1..,  father  of  the  chief  character  of 
this  sketch,  was  boin  in  Washington  Count\-, 
and  rcceixed  his  educatiim  at  the  Wvoming 
Acadeni)'.      At   twenty  one   wars   of  age  he 
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bought  line  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  ot 
land,  and  remained  on  the  ])lace,  eul I  i\'at  i n,i; 
it  fill-  .se\rral  veai.^,  when  he  enncliided  to 
inaia\',  and  lock  lur  a  uile  Mar)'  ISarrelt,  whn 
was  a  native  dI  I\  idt;ewa)',  (  )rleans  ('ount)', 
\.  v.  She  was  a  ihui^hter  of  a  Metliodist 
minister,  ihe  Kew  William  liarrett,  and  J  hin- 
nah  'rann(.-r  liiirett,  liis  wile,  who  are  no 
hm-er  li\injj;. 

Aftei'  liis  inan"ia,L;"e  Mi'.  (  )sear  I,.  Broughton 
sidd  the  farm  and  went  to  Ikiffalo,  where  he 
I irc iseeutetl  the  ^lud\  ol  dentistry  to  such  good 
|iin|iiise  lhat  he  ULisahle  to  enter  that  imj)or- 
tant  field  nf  wmk  tur  himself,  and  o])ened  an 
office  in  the  town  ul  W  ilson,  Niagara  CountN'. 
lie  Innlt  up  a  \er\'  successful  practice  in  that 
place,  and  cuntinued  in  Wilson  for  se\X'ral 
years,  moving  finm  theie  to  Kendall,  in  Or- 
leans CountN".  liis  .st-.i_\-  in  that  town  was  ten 
)'ears ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  lh>_->e  he 
came  in  l.S()j  to  (  astile,  where  he  has  an  office 
over  the  hank,  his  |ih'a~-ant  residence  ludng  on 
Liherlv"  Slieel.  <  »>car  L.  Hroughton  is,  like 
his  lathei-,  a  Democrat  in  his  \k\vI)  prefer- 
ences. Alvvavs  inleiesled  in  local  matters  and 
in  the  acquaintances  made  pi'ol essiona  11  v,  he 
takes  part  in  the  oi'gani/ations  which  have  a 
common  bond  of  unitv,  and  ma\'  be  mentioned 
as  a  niend)ei"  of  the  Lodge  Alaccabee  of  ('astile, 
Tent  151.  lie  attends  with  his  wife  the 
Methodist  I'.piscopal  (.lunch. 

Lvman  ,  onlv  child  of  Oscar  L.  and  Mar\- 
Hroughton,  leceived  his  earlv  education  at  the 
Wilson  i\cademv.  liis  fiist  business  e.\])eii- 
ence  was  as  a  clerk  in  a  drug  store  in  ISuffalo. 
This  occupation  sei"ved  to  sup|d\'  his  material 
wants,  and  was  indiiectiv'  an  aid  to  the  medical 
stuilies  which  he  carided  on  in  the  e\enings 
and  at  all  othci'  odd  hours.  liis  tliligent  ap- 
plication resulted  in  due  time  in  h is  giaduat ion 
from  the  Buffalo  Medical  L' niversitw  in  1888. 
Having  received  his  diploma,  he  at  once  began 
the  practici'  ot  medicine.  l)i\  Hioughton's 
first  location  was  at  .Middlepoi't,  wheie  he  re- 
mained three  \  ears.  Then,  as  I  Smith,  of 
Castile,  had  been  called  to  his  well-eaiaied 
rest,  leaving  a  large  practice,  l)r.  Hroughton 
came  here  in  1892,  and  jaurchased  the  residence 
on  Main  Street,  with  a  valuable  librar^'  and 


etpiipment  for  a  i)hysician's  work.  Ilis  prac- 
tice has  steadilv  incrL-a^ed,  and  his  work  is 
i-onsidcred  to  be  , titer  tlu'  adv.tiued  methods 
which  have  resulted  I  rom  long  continued  in- 
vestigations in  the  medital  prolessiou. 

In  1 8(jrj  l)r.  Ib'oughlon  was  married  to 
Minnie  C'.  \\',iniei-,  a  native  ot  .Middleport, 
X.\'.,  who  was  horn  on  April  IJ,  1873.  Iler 
parents  are  James  R.  and  Alice  0.  (.Ship|)en) 
Warnei'.  Iler  father  was  born  in  (  frle.ins 
C'ountv,  and  foi'  a  time  was  a  farmei'  there; 
but  later  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  business, 
and  at  the  present  time  is  in  the  custom-house 
at  .Suspension  Ih  idge.  (  )t  his  twD  children, 
.Minnie,  wile  of  l)r.  lb"oughton,  is  the  eldei'; 
and  the  other  is  a  broihei'  living  at  home.  In 
defence  of  his  coimti\ 's  llag  in  the  late  Civil 
War,  Mr.  Warner  enlisted,  in  1862,  in  ("om- 
panv  1,  .W'W  \'ork  bight  Aitillerv,  Battery 
]'..  hilth  Armv  t  Hips.  lie  w,is  wnuiuled  in 
1804  and  soon  alter  dischaiged.  lie  i-^a  Re- 
publ  ican  i n  |  lol  i t  ics. 

hi'.  Ihoiighton  is  liivevvise  a  Repuhlican,  and 
take's  a  local  ])ait  in  local  puldic  enterprises. 
Ilis  mission  ol  healing  being  one  that  meets 
a  general  need,  he  has  lound  a  tlistinction  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  which  will  cause 
his  name  to  lie  long  perpetuated. 
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\Mi:S  W.  J().M;S,  a  noteil  citi/eii  of 
Leicester,  Livingston  Ooimtv,  X.\'., 
was  born  in  this  town  December  2, 
l8ji,  and  died  at  his  ancestral  home- 
the  I'ine  Ta\ei'n  tarm,  on  Augu-t  11, 
d'he  Jones  familv  is  perhaps  the  most 
important  in  the  histoi  v  o|  the  lu  ighboihond  ; 
and  of  it  might  Ix'  i|iioted  the  liiKs  of  bihn 
(Juinc\  Adams,  written  toward  the  end  ol  his 
d i st  i iigii i shed  career  — 

••  This  hand,  to  tvrants  cv  ei'  sworn  die  foe. 
[■"or  freedom  onlv  de.ils  ilie  de.idlv  blow, 
'I'lien  slie.Uhes  in  e.ilni  repose  the  veii;;elul  hlaile. 
for  penile  pe.iee  in  iVi  eilom's  li.illowed  sh.ide." 

Captain  llor.ilio  Jones,  the  grandlather  of 
the  special  subject  ot  this  sketch,  was  born  on 
I'ebruary  7,  1763,  in  Idiester  Cmmty,  l'enns\  l- 
\-ania,  and  at  an  earlv  age  was  taken  b)-  his 
parents  to  Hedford  Coiintv  in  the  same  .State. 
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lie  was  iK-arK'  Iwehc  )cars  old  at  the  date  of 
the  battle  ut'  Lexington;  ami  it  is  not  siirpris- 
ini;-  that  his  blood  was  allame  with  military 
ardt)!-,  and  that  he  enlisted,  while  a  bo)'  of  six- 
teen, in  the  Hedfoid  Uan-eis,  lor  the  i\e\-olu- 
tionai\-  eoiUest.  in  the  \  er\  lieait  ot  the  war, 
1779,  the  \ear  when  Washington's  army  was 
encamped  near  M orri >t(j\\  n,  X.J.,  our  lad  was 
captured  b\-  the  Indians,  and  taken  into  the 
(lenesee  \-alley.  lie  was  foi'cetl  by  his  cap- 
tors to  run  the  ;;auntlet  ot  their  blows,  but 
accomplished  his  painful  task  with  so  much 
a^i;-ile  l)ra\-ery  as  to  win  the  lasting"  friendshii) 
of  the  red  men,  who  accordingly  adt)pte(l  him 
into  one  of  th.eir  tribes;  for  he  could  outrun 
and  outjimip  an\"  of  theii'  ycuith.  Such  was 
his  knowledge  of  Indian  lani;-uages  and  affairs 
that  at  the  close  of  the  war  Horace  was  a])- 
pointed  1)\-  (ieneral  \\ashinL;ton  to  the  impor- 
tant post  of  intei'|ireter  for  the  Six  Nations,  a 
place  whiJi  he  held  cont  i  n  uoirsl)-  foi'  the  next 
fort}'  )  ears. 

In  I7<S5,  at  the  au,e  of  twent\  -two,  he  married 
a  huh  named  Whitmoie,  liom  Schenectad}', 
X.\'.,  and  about  the  saivic  time  established 
a  tiadini;-post  at  Schau-es,  now  called  Water- 
loo, in  (_)ntari(j  C'ount}',  where  he  became  asso- 
ciated in  tile  fur  trade  with  John  Jacob  Astor, 
the  celebr.ited  millionaire,  who  then  antl  there 
was  laviivj,'  the  foundation  ol  his  colossal  fort- 
une. In  \J^^),  at  twent_\-si\  years  of  age, 
Horatio  Jones  became  tlie  lirst  white  settler  in 
the  (lenesce  district,  a  local  it)'  with  which  he 
had  been  familiar  duiin-  his  sojourn  among 
the  Indians,  and  set  himself  to  the  task  of 
making  a  home  in  what  is  now  I ,i\ingston 
County.  .Securing  land  in  the  piesent  towai  of 
(ieneseo,  he  erectetl  a  log  house  in  the  w  ilder- 
'ness,  miles  awa\'  from  the  habitation  ot  other 
civ  ilized  people,  and  in  the  \er\-  midst  ol  wild 
beasts  and  w  i  Idei'  men. 

Ca|)tain  Iluiatio  Jones  hail  tlu'ee  bi-otheis 
who  also  came  to  this  count\',  one,  John 
Hunter,  coming  with  him  from  (ieneva,  mak- 
ing the  jomaicv  with  a  yoke  ol  oxen  and  a  cart, 
the  first  \ehicle  e\er  seen  in  this  region, 
Jdhn  II.  b'lies  loc.ited  in  what  is  now  called 
Leicester,  which  was  then  within  the  1  ines  ol 
(lenesce  C'ountx',  antl  becune  \'er\-  prominent 
in  [lublic  affairs,  .-^eiAnng  for  a  tin)e  as  Count)- 


j  Judge.  lleerecteil  a  saw-mill,  wherefrom  he 
was  able  to  lurni>h  lumber  to  the  Indians,  in 
accoidauie  w  ith  a  gc i\ ernnient  contract.  An- 
other brother,  (  ieorge  \\  .  Jones,  was  a  black- 
smith, and  emplo\ed  by  the  geiieial  goxern- 
ment  to  do  certain  lines  of  iinii  wurk  fur  the 

I  Indians;  his  last  )ears  were  not  spent  in  tliis 
\-alle\',  but  in  the  .State  ol  Indiana.  The 
fourth  brothel-,  Willnim  Joue.-^,  was  a  ci\il 
engineer  l)\  pi-olessioii,  and  was  employetl  also 
b)-  the  giwermnent,  liis  \a->\.  vear.-,  being  spieiit 
in  Leicestei-. 

(_)thei-  settlers  soon  loUowed  the  e.\ai-ni)le  of 
such  enterpi  i.sing  leadei  s  ;  but  no  one  of  them 
accjuiretl  moie  land  tlian  Captain  [ones,  who 
here  |-iiade  it  his  home  till  death  translated 
him  to  a  higher  realm,  in  .\ngust,  1836.  His 
first  w  ife  died  man\-  \ears  beloie  ;  but  he  again 
married,  and  in  all  had  sixteen  childrei-i.  (.)ne 
of  this  large  househ(dtl  w-as  Hiram,  the  lather 
ol  Dur  special  subject.  He  was  born  in 
deneva,  (  )ntarn)  I  ount\-,  in  i7Nc),  just  before 
the  Jones  famil\-  icmoxcd  to  the  (ieiiesee  \-al- 
le\-.  Here  lliiam  grew  up  Irom  infane\-  ai-nid 
the  stirring  scenes  ol  pioiieei-  lile,  and  seeing 
far  n-ioie  Indi.ius  than  white  men.  \'oung- 
Indiaris  weie  his  pla\ mates,  especiall}-  the  half- 
breed  children  ol  .Mar\  Jemisou,  who  had  been 
lironght  up  and  married  among  the  Indians, 
and  was  known  as  the  "oKl  white  w-oman.  " 
Hiram  was,  ol  course,  reared  to  farming. 
After  niai-riage  he  established  hin-iself  in 
Leicester,  where  lie  passed  almost  all  his  ckus 
till  his  death,  at  eightN-oiie  \ears  of  age,  in 
1(S7C),  though  not  always  in  the  same  house; 
lor  lie  owned  and  canied  on  tw-o  different 
estates.  His  wile,  tin;  mother  of  James  W. , 
was  X'eroiia  .Shepard,  who  was  Ixnn  in  \'er- 
j-i-iont  ill  the  hist  xear  of  oni  centurv,  liie 
daughter  ol  ()tisand  (irace  (h^xeiettj  .Shepard, 
both  Xew-  Lngland  peo|)le.  Mis.  \  eruiKi  |oues 
was  nearl)- a  do/en  \eai-s  ycjuiigei  than  lier  hus- 
band, and  died  at  the  age  of  se\ eiit_\--eight, 
le.i\  ing  three  children.  Twu  ot  them,  Ceoi-ge 
Whitmoie  |oiH-s,ind  .Sarah  l-!\erett  bmes,  are 
no  longca-  mi  earth. 

I  he  other  child  w-as  James  W.  joiies,  to 
whom  this  sketch  specialL  relates.  In  bo\-- 
hood  he  attended  the  ilistiict  school  and  W\-- 
oi-ning   .Xc.idenn.     ,\t    the  ,ige   uf   Iweiit)  he 
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became  uneasy  ami  went  to  sea,  taking  ship 
from  New  \'(irk  C\\.y  on  board  tlie  "  Nesto- 
ria, "  en;4aL;e(l  in  the  C  hina  tea  trade.  They 
touched  first  at  ilon;^  l"^oni^-,  and  tlien'at 
Shanj^hai,  reaciiin^-  New  Vcnk  again  after  a 
hipse  of  thirteen  niontlis.  The  young  advent- 
urer tlicl  not  care  fur  further  seafaring  experi- 
ments, and  was  ghid  to  i)e  once  moie  at  home. 
At  the  age  ol  t went)  -three,  in  1854,  he  began 
farming  for  himself  on  one  of  his  father's 
places,  where  he  rem;iined  till  1862,  eight 
year.s,  when  he  took  another  farm,  making  it 
his  permanent  home.  This  formerly  belonged 
to  his  grandfather,  Cajjtain  Horatio  Jones,  and 
is  called  the  I'ine  Taxern  farm,  taking  its 
name  from  the  fad  that  an  inn  was  kept  here 
in  the  early  davs.  lacing  situated  on  the  main 
road,  the  house  was  a  favorite  resort  of  tra\'el- 
lers  fr(;m  all  [joints  of  the  com]jass.  In  the 
division  of  the  grandfather's  estate  the  heirs 
were  alloweil  to  bitl  lor  a  choice  of  his  farms; 
and  thus  Hiiam  Jones  came  into  possession  of 
this  one  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  which 
his  son,  James  W. ,  afterward  inherited. 

In  1 861,  at  the  age  oi  thirty,  when  the  great 
rebellion  was  beginning,  Mr.  James  W.  Jones 
married  a  kinswoman,  Mlizabeth  h.  Jones,  a 
native  of  Leicester,  a  daughter  of  Judge  Johns 
H.  and  Julia  Jones,  and  a  grand-daughter  of 
Captain  Horatio  Jones.  Though  no  chiklren 
cheered  the  home,  it  was  still  a  centre  of 
attraction  to  many  friends,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jones  being  in  tlie  enjoyment  of  that  calm 
which  fidlows  a  stirring  and  prosperous  career. 
In  politics  Ml-,  James  \V.  Jones  was  a  Demo- 
crat, and  chei  ished  an  interest  in  all  sorts  of 
public  matters.  The  loss  of  his  presence  and 
influence  is  deepl)'  felt. 


(sTr  ^'J^l^l'-^^'  J-  BACKUS,  a  venerable  and 
tl\  highl)'  respected  member  of  the  farm- 
yJ[A  iiig  communit)'  of  Livonia,  Living- 
'  ston  Countv,  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton County,  New  N'ork,  on  the  oth  of 
l'"ebruar\-,  1S15.  His  grandfather,  John 
liickus,  buill  the  hist  grist-mill  in  W.ishing- 
ton  Count)-,  where  he  li\ed  until  jxist  middle 
age.  He  finally  mo\ed  to  hVeetown,  Onondaga 
County,  where  he  remained  until  his  death. 


l-!benezer  Backus,  soii  of  John  and  father  of 
Andrew  J.,  was  born  in  .Massachusetts.  lie 
recei\-ed  a  somewhat  limited  education  in  the 
district  school  of  his  nati\e  town,  and,  con-iiiig 
to  New  York,  was  a  hirnier  in  i-"ort  Aiui, 
Washington  Countv,  l)efore  coi-ning  to  Lixiiig- 
ston  Counts'.  lie  came  to  Livonia  in  18^0, 
when  his  son  Andrew  was  a  lad  of  hfteen. 
His  farm  here  consisted  of  si.xty  acres,  and  the 
hoLise  ii-i  which  he  li\ed  and  died  i.^,  now  owned 
by  his  son  whose  nanie  heads  this  menioir. 
I\h-.  I'd)enezer  Hackus  was  sevent)-four  years 
old  when  he  died.  His  wife  was  Miss  Jemima 
Chandler,  a  daughter  of  Josei)h  Chandler. 
They  had  a  large  family  of  children,  and 
reared  three  daughters  and  fi\-e  sons. 

Ml'.  Andrew  J.  liackus,  who  is  now  the 
only  survi\'or  of  the  paternal  household,  is  a 
"seveiith  son,''  wheretore  the  superstition  of 
many  ages  would  attribute  to  him  an  inherent 
a])titude  for  mystic  research  and  occult  sci- 
ence. As  a  matter  of  fact,  howe\-er,  he  has 
displayed  most  practical  sense  and  judgment, 
as  is  evitlenced  b)'  his  successful  career. 
Alter  his  lather's  death  he  continued  to  work 
on  the  home  tarni  ;  and  hnallv,  having  bought 
out  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs,  he  becanie 
its  sole  owner.  He  then  imested  in  adjoining 
land,  until  the  property  now  covers  one  hun- 
dred and  ninet)-  acres.  In  1837  Mr.  Backus 
marrieil  .Miss  Ann  I'attersoii,  a  daughter  of 
Alexander  and  Luc)'  (Lewis)  Patterson,  whcj 
were  among  the  earl)'  settlers  ot  Conesus,  in 
Li\ingston  Comity.  I'he  I'atterson  family 
consisted  of  elex'en  brothers  and  sisters,  six  of 
whom  are  still  li\ing. 

I'our  of  the  h\e  chiklren  born  to  Aiulrew 
and  Ann  Backus  lived  to  n-iaturity  —  Andrew 
J.,  Jr.,  deceased;  Theodore;  Alexander;  aiul 
(ieorge,  deceased.  Theoiloie  married  (lloanali 
S.  (janung,  of  Lii-na,  ami  has  two  children  — 
Teimessee  and  Cleorge.  Alexander  n-iarried 
Helen  .M.  llarxey,  ami  has  reared  a  lamil)  of 
ten  children  —  Henry,  Annie,  Lizzie,  Donald, 
Nellie,  Jennie,  Bern  ice,  Cora,  Ro\',  and 
y\lline.  Mr.  Andrew  Backus  has  heUl  the 
office  of  11  ighwa)'  Comiii  issioner  sat  islactori  I)' 
to  his  neighbors  and  with  cretlit  to  himself. 
He  cast  his  Hrst  Presidential  wAc  for  Mr.  \'an 
Jkuen  in   1836,   but  has  been   a  Rej)ublican 
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since  the  establishment  of  that  party  about 
fort}'  )'ears  ago. 


Yp)TARI.()N  1'.  WILLIAMS,  one  of  Ar- 
L^J  cade's  prosperuus  tarmers,  was  born 
I  jq  I  in  Rutland  County,  X'erniont,  March 
— '  19,  KS51,  where  his  lather,  ik'uja- 
min  V.  Williams,  was  also  a  nati\e,  and  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits.  The  latter 
when  of  a^e  caine  t(j  New  \'()rk  State,  brin<:- 
ing  his  wife  and  famil)',  consisting  of  three 
children,  and  settling  in  Cattaraugus  County, 
where  he  j^urchased  one  hunilred  acres  of  wild 
lantl,  u|)on  which  he  constructed  his  log  house 
and  began  as  a  pioneer  to  establish  a  home. 
He  cleared  and  im|)ii)\ed  his  farm  as  rapidly 
as  possible  under  the  circumstances,  later 
erecting  a  frame  house,  together  with  other 
farm  buildings,  and  resided  there  for  nineteen 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  removed  to 
Townsend  Hill,  I'lrie  County,  having  pur- 
chased a  iiiece  of  farm  property  there  of  four 
hundred  and  thirt}-si\  acres,  which  he  carrietl 
on  for  a  ])eriod  of  si.xteen  vears.  He  owned 
property  in  Buffalo  for  a  time,  and  from  that 
city  went  to  Spring\  il le,  wheie  he  ]Dassed  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  lie  was  an  educated 
and  well-informed  man,  and  a  leader  in  local 
public  affairs.  lie  built  the  hrst  school-house 
and  organized  the  hrst  school  in  the  section 
whcie  he  first  made  his  home.  Mr.  Ik'njamin 
V.  Williams  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
ser\e(l  as  Supervisor  sex'cral  years  in  Catta- 
rcUigus  County,  and  also  as  Highway  Commis- 
sioner. He  died  at  the  age  of  si.\ty-si.\  }'ears, 
being  the  first  to  bix'ak  tlie  family  circle. 
His  wite  was,  before  her  marriage,  Sarah  A. 
Harrison.  .She  was  a  tiaughter  of  Charles 
Harrison,  her  parents  ha\  ing  been  of  English 
birth;  and  slie  became  the  mother  of  nine 
children. 

ILirlon  ]'.  Williams  was  carefully  trained 
by  his  fathei'  to  agiiculuual  life,  and  at  an 
early  age  began  to  asNisl  him  in  atteiuling  to 
the  farm  duties.  1 1  is  etlucat ion,  however,  wa.> 
not  neglected.  He  attended  the  district 
schools,  and  also  the  Spring\'ille  Acadeni}' ; 
and,  after  completing  his  course  of  studies,  he 
taught  school  duiing  winters  in  the  various 


towns  throughout  the  localit)'.  Later  he  ]jur- 
chased  one  bundled  acres  of  land  from  his 
father,  which  lie  carried  on  for  ihiee  years. 
Moving  from  there  to  Aicade,  he  |)urchased 
his  ijresent  farm  ol  one  hundred  acres,  which 
he  [jroceciled  to  impioxe  and  bring  to  a  high 
state  ol  cultiwition.  That  he  has  labored  to 
gootl  purpose  is  ap|jarent  when  it  is  known  that 
his  ha}'  crop,  which  in  the  fii'st  \eai-  was  but 
four  tons,  has  increased  to  se\ent}'-t wo  tons. 
Jle  elected  his  comlortcdjle  and  substantial 
house,  togethei-  with  his  other  buildings,  and 
at  the  ijresent  time  has  a  perfect  equipment  of 
modern  agricultural  implements.  His  farm, 
which  is  one  ot  the  \er)-  be.-,t  in  this  section, 
consists  of  ninety-fi\e  acres  of  tillable  land, 
all  cleared  by  himself. 

In  SejJtember,  1N75,  Mr.  Williams  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lula  Jones,  (laugh- 
ter ol  l']\an  Jones,  a  farmer  of  Arcade,  who 
was  bcnn  in  Steuben,  Oneitla  County,  and  s])ent 
his  last  years  at  the  former  place,  dying  at  the 
age  of  si.\ty-fi\e  \eais.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Williams,  who  l)efore  marriage  was  L}-dia 
Ward,  was  born  at  l-"lo)-d,  Oneida  County,  of 
New  England  parentage.  She  belongs  to  that 
religious  sect  known  as  Se\enth-da\-  .Ach-ent- 
ists,  and  now  resitles  at  .Spring\-ille.  Ah", 
and  .Mrs.  Harlon  1'.  Williams  ha\e  five  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Milton  Claude,  Leora  Pearl, 
(3nnolee,  Leeo  Xelto,   and  Harlon  1'.,  Jr. 

Mr.  Williams  has  lieeii  Last  Master  of  the 
Maccabees  at  Arcade,  ami  is  a  Reiuiblican  in 
politics.  His  parents  were  eainest  Christian 
peo|)le  of  tlie  Baptist  faith;  but  Mr.  Williams 
attends  the  Methodist  church,  ha\in^  sunsr  in 
the  (  hoir  toi'  man\- \  car.-..  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will- 
iams \isited  the  Lenteniiial  L.\hil)ition  at 
Lhiladeljihia  in  1876,  ami  also  the  Columbian 
lC.\])osition  it  Chicago  in  1894,  where  their 
time  and  moiie)'  were  iM'ofitablv  spent  in  \  iew- 
ing  the  wmulers  of  the  "White  City." 


A\T1)  ril  l-ARI),  who  died  at  his 
home,  I  )ak  bdi  i'si,  I'iffard,  X.  \'. , 
on  June  J",  iSSj,  had  l)een  a  well- 
known  land  owner  and  a  prominent 
antl  philanthropic  citi/en  of  Livingston  Count)' 
for  nearly  si.\t\-  _\ears.     He  was  born  on  the 
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9lh  of  August,  ij'i-),  in  I'ciitoiu'illL",  jxiiisli  nf 
C'lci  kcii wc  l  I,  M  i(iillr,M.'\  C'()iiiit\-,  I'ji^himl,  and 
hurc  hi.->  hillKi'.s  ikimk-,  ihc  laniily  being  nt 
reach  1  lugiK-niil  extraction.  At  the  age  of 
eiglit  )'ear.s  hi.'  went  to  h'rancc,  and,  besides 
tile  usual  uanse  nl  stuil)'  pui'sued  in  the 
seliool.^  ot  \'eis. lilies  and  I'aris,  he  took  up 
arehiteetine,  a  pmles^iou  in  which  he  per- 
fectetl  hini.-^elf  in  l.niidim  after  his  leturn 
to  that  cit\-  in  iSi:;.  lu  his  tweiit3'-ninth 
}'ear,  and  in  the  ])et  eniber  of  I  822,  Mr.  Da\'id 
I'iffard  came  to  .\nierica,  bearing  letters  of 
introcluctiiai  fmni  his  father  to  the  gentlemen 
of  the  hrin  of  Le  Ro\'  Hayard  &  Co.,  with 
whom  he  I'emained  during  the  summer.  In 
US24  lie  came  to  the  (  leiiesee  \-allcy,  far  famed 
f()r  its  beant\'  ami  lerlilit\',  and  jJiiVchased  from 
Mr.  John  lirintou,  ol  i'liiladeli)hia,  a  tract  of 
land  containing  aljont  six  hundred  acres,  a  part 
of  this  laiul  being  ikjw  t-o\-ered  by  the  village 
which  beai's  his  name.  ,AIr.  I'iffard  henceforth 
de\dted  him^elt  to  tlie  caie  ol  his  home  farm 
anil  ti\-e  thousand  acres  which  he  owned  in 
h'lint,  Midi. 

Mr.  Pilfai'il  was  a  man  of  wide  experience 
and  tleep  insiglit.  lie  had  witnessed  three 
foi'ms  of  go\ernment  in  h'rance,  having  li\ed 
there  tim  ing  the  successive  conditions  of  tlie 
Consulate,  the  haiipiie,  and  the  re-established 
dynast\'  of  the  unbntnnate  lionrbon  family  in 
Louis  Will.  lie  had  been  a  subject  of 
(jeorge  III.,  ha<l  li\ed  in  i'aiglantl  dmdng  the 
regency  ol  the  I'i'ince  ol  Wales,  and  had  seen 
the  coronation  ol  King  (leorge  IV.  In  .Amer- 
ica he  li\ed  through  thirteen  I'l'esidcnt  iai 
atlministratioiis.  hew  men,  perhaps,  ever  hatl 
a  wider  acquaintance  with  the  vicissitudes  of 
govei  nment s  ;  and  it  was  alter  much  delibera- 
tion upon  the  political  situation  of  tlie  day 
that  he  joined  the  .\merican  iiolitical  |)arty 
known  as  the  "Uld  liue  Whig,"  which  in 
1856  was  mergeil  in  what  is  now  known  as  the 
l\.epu])l ican  part}'.  Although  an  ardent  advo- 
cate mid  firm  su|)|ioitei  ol  this  party,  he  never 
allowed  hi>  name  to  be  nseii  as  a  camlid.ite  for 
o I  lice. 

in   1825   .Ml".   l)a\id  I'iffard  was  married  to 
Miss    Ann    Matilda    llaight,    a   daughter  of 
])a\iil   L.  llaight,  of  .\ew  Wnk.     lM\e  chil-  j 
(.Iren  were   l.iorii   ol    this  union.     The   eldest,  | 


|Ja\i(l  llaight,  whoinariieil  C"on>tance  Theall, 
died  in  18.S1,  leaving  1 011  r  ch  i  hheii  -  1  ).  llal- 
se\',  .\in,i  II.,  C  harlotte  (  >.  ,  and  hanma  .M. 
.Sarah  l'".\  i'e  died  in  18N1.  .\nn  .Mat  i hia  resides 
at  the  homestead.  Charles  ('ariidl,  who  h.is 
beiai  an  e\tensi\'e  traveller  in  the  West,  is  now 
living  on  A  ranch  in  (.  aliloinia.  Ilenry  (i. 
i'iltaul,  .M.l).,  is  a  prominent  plnsician  in 
Xew  \'oik  I'ity.  l)r.  i'iffard  inairied  Helen 
11.  .Strong,  a  daughter  of  (ieiieral  William  K. 
.Sti-ong.  'I'he^'  had  four  cliildren  —  llenr)'  11., 
who  died  in  1  8(j2  ;  llelen,  who  married  lAerett 
( )akes  ;  Cliarles  II.  ;  and  .Susan  I'. 

Mr.  I'ilfaial  was  a  member  of  the  h'iist  \'es- 
tr_\'  of  .St.  Miciiael's  Parish,  ( ieneseo,  and  was 
on  the  biiililing  committee  of  the  first  church 
buihling  of  that  paiisli.  .\  love  of  scientihc 
stutl\'  lei.1  him  to  reail  medicine,  in  which  he 
became  \'er)'  skilled.  lie  practised,  receiving 
no  remuneration  tor  his  services,  and  was  in 
verity  a  true  Iriend  to  the  poor  and  neetlv,  to 
whom  liis  readv  svmpalhv  was  alvvav's  offered, 
lie  was  universallv  ]ovi,'d  and  res|)ected  tluring 
his  life,  and  his  memorv  is  affect ionatel v  held 
in  the  hearts  of  the  man)'  who  were  recipients 
of  his  kiiulness. 


T^i;iL  SThA\'.\RT,  wIk,  died  in  the  town 
1 1 — #     of  \'ork  on  the  thirtieth  tlay  of  April, 
_\[p  I  I'^^'M  v  had  been  foi'  manv  \'ears  one 

of  the  leading  citi/'cus,  and  ])erhaps 
the  most  pi'oniinent  l)n>iness  man  in  that  town 
tor  moic  than  tl!irt\'  _\  cars  pi  io|-  to  his  dcatli. 
He  was  ol  .Scoti  h  desc  ent,  his  father,  Alexan- 
der -Stewart,  having  been  iiorn  in  the  High- 
lands of  .Scotland  in  the  veai'  1778.  When  he 
attained  tlie  age  of  about  ihirl  v  v  ears,  .\lexan- 
der  .Stewart  married  Margaret  McHoug.d,  of 
the  same  p.eighliorhood  ;  and,  emigrating  to- 
gether to  the  Cnited  .Slates,  inthevear  1810 
the)-  settled  among  the  then  almost  unbroken 
lorests  of  the  town  of  \'oik.  'I  bis  ])lace,  then 
lorming  a  part  of  the  tow  n  of  Caledonia,  was 
laigelv  settled  In  emigrants  liom  .Sintl.ind; 
and  they  natiiiMllv  drew  to  their  v  iciiiitv  others 
ol  tlie  same  nationalitv,  both  from  .Scotland 
and  I  l  oin  the  eastern  [lart  of  Xew  \'ork  .State, 
part iculailv  from  |-"utton  and  Helaware  Cium- 
ties.     Alexander  Stewart,  at   the  time  of  his 
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SL'ltlcmcnt  ill  ^'ork,  was  [xxn'  in  money,  l)ut 
rich  in  the  \  iitues  ol  ineliistr}'  and  cconcjni)' ; 
aiul  h\  pLTSL-vcraiU'c  and  toilsome  manucd  labor 
he  soon  made  himself  a  home  amid  the  forests, 
which  \'ear  after  yeai"  weie  cleared  awa)',  their 
sites  l)eciimini;'  pioduct  i\ e  lai  ins  and  homes  of 
families  worth\  ol  such  an  ancesli\'.  lie 
raisetl  to  matuiat)'  a  famih'  of  six  children, 
four  sons  and  two  tlan;^hters,  and  dieil  in  the 
town  of  \'ork,  in  l-'ebruary,  1845,  his  wife 
AIar<j;aret  sur\i\ini;'  him  fifteen  years. 

Neil  Stewart,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  on  his  lather's  tarm  in  the  town  of  York, 
juh'  12,  iSii,  and  remained  until  the  time  of 
liis  death  a  cili/en  of  that  low  ir  1 1  is  early 
}'ears  wei'e  hlletl  with  haril  work  and  strict 
econom\';  and  thus,  under  the  super\'isioii  of 
his  father,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  what  was 
a  successlul  and  i)ros]>erous  life.  J'"or  those 
times  he  ac(|uired  a  fair  education,  stud)'ing" 
rirst  in  the  common  school.-,  near  his  home,  and 
afterward  at  a  select  school  in  Caledonia,  and 
then  became  a  teachei"  lor  sc\eral  years  in  the 
district  schools  of  those  towns,  [lerforniing  the 
duties  of  that  xocaliou  willi  credit  to  himself 
and  i;reat  satistactioii  to  the  district  by  wliicli 
lie  was  einplo\'ed. 

As  Mr.  .Stewart  ;j;rew  to  manhood,  he  de\'el- 
oped  an  unusual  capacit)'  loi'  business,  and  at 
the  ai;e  ot  about  t went)'-thi'ee  )'ears  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Messrs.  J,  II.  and  1{.  S.  Heacli, 
millers  at  Rochester  and  Au])m'ii  ;  antl  so  well 
ueie  his  business  qiial i heat ious  appreciated  b\' 
his  eniplo}eivs  that  he  was  ^'i\eii  full  charge  of 
their  large  warehouse  and  boats  at  \'(jrk  Lantb 
iiig,  on  the  (ienesee  Ri\'er,  and  continued  as 
UKUiager  ol  such  busine^s  lor  about  six  years, 
lie  then  located  himself  at  the  village  of  \'ork, 
and  engaged  upon  his  own  account,  and  also 
upon  commission,  in  the  purchase  of  grain  and 
Wool.  ]-'(]r  a  numl)er  of  vears  in  his  early  life 
he  was  also  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at 
\  oik  Centre,  a  ])art  of  the  time  carrying  on 
the  business  alone,  and  at  other  times  in  co- 
])aitiiership,  sexerally,  with  James  McPherson 
and  with  lulward  lirowu  ,uid  Charles  Stewait, 
dealing  in  dry  goods,  groceries,  :uul  all  the 
other  various  departments  usuall)'  found  in  a 
prosperous  counli\'  store.  ])uring  a  portion 
ot    this   time  he  was   also  the  Postmaster  at 


York.  He  began  b\'  purchases  of  land  to  la}' 
the  foundation  foi-  what  afterward  became  his 
chief  occup.at  ion  ;  naiiiel}',  fai  ining  u|)on  the 
most  e\tensi\e  scale,  being  the  owner  and 
acti\e  manager  ol  iieail)'  two  thou.^and  lice 
hundred  ai.  i  cs  ol  land,  a  larL;e  part  o|  w  hich 
was  hcKl  uink'r  his  own  imincdiate  direct  ion, 
assistL'd  by  his  three  active  sons,  .Mexandcr 
N.,  Charles  X.,  and  William  X.  During 
these  active  business  \eai's  .Mr.  .Stewart  was 
also  at  one  time  the  owner  of  the  fiouri  ng-ni  il  1 
at  \'ork  l.anding,  and  was  laig,el\  engaged  in 
other  business. 

in  the  yeai"  1  Sjo  he  began  to  deal  largely  in 
grain,  wool,  and  luinlier,  a  part  of  this  busi- 
ness being  carried  on  in  the  town  ol  \'ork,  and 
a  considerable  |jortioii  ot  it  at  l.ivouia  .Station 
in  the  Count\'  ol  Livingston,  under  his  suijer- 
\  ision,  but  under  the  direct  management  of  his 
son,  ;\lexander  X.  .Stewart.  His  purchases  of 
grain  and  wool  vveie  \er\'  lar;_;e,  and  at  many 
points  upon  the  railiuads,  and  also  upon  the 
Cienesee  \'alle\'  Canal,  which  was  then  in 
oiK'iation  through  the  count)'  of  Livingston; 
and  lor  ten  or  lifteen  \ears  succeeding  this 
pei'iod  he  was  undoubtedh'  the  largest  pur- 
chaser ol   W(Jol  and  grain   in  the  county. 

(  )n  (  )ctol)er  1,  1S71,  he  engageil  in  the 
banking  business  at  Liv'oiiia  .Station,  being  the 
sole  pro|)rielor  ol  the  business  carried  on  at 
that  point  under  the  name  of  "l^aiik  of  Li- 
vonia" until  a  lew  \cars  piior  to  his  death, 
when  he  associated  with  him  as  a  co[:)artncr  in 
the  bank  his  son,  .Mexander  X.,  under  whose 
dil■(.■^.tion  and  control  the  business  had  been 
hitherto  largeh'  coiuluctetl.  This  business 
was  successlul  lr<im  the  beginning,  and  under 
the  caretui  supervision  and  prompt,  methodi- 
cal, and  courteous  management  ot  .Messrs. 
Stewart,  hither  and  son,  contiibuted  in  no 
small  degiee  to  the  fortune  which  Mr.  Xeil 
Stewart  actpiired  as  a  lesult  ot  his  business 
cap.n  ilN  and  entei"|)rise.  As  has  been  the  case 
with  others  similarly  engagetl,  his  dealings  in 
wool  and  grain  were  not  al\va\s  successlul; 
and  at  times  in  his  extensive  busi ness  career 
he  met  with  seveial  severe  losses.  liut,  as  a 
result  of  his  whole  life,  it  caw  positively  be 
said  that  no  man  ever  lost  a  d(illar  b\  Xeil 
Stewart. 
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His  ijolitical  pii nciplcs  were  like  his  per- 
sonal iiitc^ritN' —  firm,  consistent,  and  known 
of  all  men;  and  he  was  always  frank  and  out- 
spoken in  his  enunciation  of  them.  In  early 
life  he  was  a  member  of  the  Whij(  part}';  but 
upon  the  or;4"ani/.ation  of  tlie  l\e[)ublican  party 
he  became  an  intelligent  and  somewhat  enthu- 
siastic member  of  that  party,  and  continued  to 
adhere  to  its  princi|)les  and  policy  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  never  sought  pub- 
lic office,  but  at  times  consented  to  serve  his 
fellow-citizens  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
local  office;  and  in  that  way  he  held  many 
p(.>sitions  of  public  tru^t  tluring  his  lifetime. 
In  addition  to  the  office  of  Postmastei-,  to 
which  he  was  apjiointed  and  served  for  many 
)ears,  as  we  have  before  stated,  he  was  Super- 
\  isor  of  his  town  for  thiee  years,  and  also  held 
the  offTce  of  .Assessor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  several  terms,  thus  re\ealing  the  trust  and 
confidence  which  his  neighbors  and  fellow-citi- 
zens, who  knew  him  best,  reposed  in  his  sagac- 
ity, honesty,  ami  wise  judgment. 

()n  the  i2lh  of  March,  1840,  Mr.  Stewart 
married  Miss  Jane  Xichol,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Jane  Xichol,  of  \'ork,  who  pro\'ed  a 
capable  helpmeet  and  wise  counsellor  to  him 
for  over  half  a  centur\',  living  to  celebrate 
their  golden  wedtling  in  i  CS90.  Ten  children 
were  born  to  them,  namely :  Margaret,  the 
widow  of  Homer  Mc\'ean,  late  of  York;  Jane 
R. ,  the  wife  of  (ieorge  K.  Whitney,  now  of 
(ieneseo;  i'diza,  the  wife  of  John  Sinclair,  of 
Caledonia;  I'llla,  the  wife  of  ICdward  C.  Cakl- 
well,  of  \'ork ;  .\le\ander  N.  ;  Agnes,  the 
wife  of  Cieorge  D.  Smith,  of  New  \'ork  City; 
Charles  N.  ;  William  .\.  ;  Mary  K.,  the  wife 
of  Cieorge  A.  1  )onnan,  of  ^^)rk ;  and  Neil 
Stewart,  Jr.  These  children  are  all  li\ing, 
excepting  Neil  .Stewart,  Jr.,  who  died  in  New 
\'ork  City,  March  30,  1891,  while  engaged  in 
business  there,  that  being  the  first  death  which 
had  occurred  in  the  family.  .Mrs.  Stewart 
died  May  20,  i  cSy  1 .  l^ach  of  these  children 
received  a  good  education;  and  all  ha\e  l)e- 
come  prosperous  and  useful  citizens  and  mem- 
bers of  the  community  in  which  they  li\e, 
revealing  in  e\ery  instance  the  results  of  their 
sound  early  training,  cou]iled  with  the  substan- 
tial traits  of  their   Scottish   ancestry.  They 


ha\'e  all  established  homes  of  their  own,  ex- 
cepting Mr.  Charles  N.  .Stewart,  who  is  un- 
married and  occupies  the  comtortable  le^idence 
where  his  father  and  mother  spent  their  last 
years,  the  (dd  homestead  being  occupied  b\' 
William  N.  and  his  famil)',  .Mexantler  .\.  liv- 
ing in  l.i\onia,  of  which  town  he  is  a  jjiomi- 
nent  lesident  ami  business  man,  ha\  ing  theie 
held  the  office  of  Su|3er\  isor  and  other  local 
positions.  Charles  N.  is  largely  eugagetl  in 
lni)'ing  and  selling  grain,  wool,  and  other 
produce.  These  three  sons  fidlow  in  their 
father's  footsteps  in  holding  the  resjiect  and 
confidence  of  the  community  in  which  they 
li\e,  and,  like  him,  seem  to  take  great  pleas- 
ure in  carr\'ing  on  and  atlding  to  the  large 
farms  which  they  received  from  him,  in  addi- 
tion to  which  Alexander  N.  has  now  the  entire 
management  and  control  of  the  banking  busi- 
ness established  by  his  father  at  Li\onia 
Station. 


RANK  J.  RONNhLR,  a  model  farmer 
residing  in  Ossian,  Lixdngston  Count}, 
N.  \'.,  two  and  a  half  miles  fidp.i  I)ans- 
ville,  was  born  on  his  present  farm,  .March  9, 
1853,  the  year  l-'ranklin  I'ierce  was  elected 
President.  His  father  anti  hi.s  grantlfather 
each  bore  the  name  Samuel  Ponner.  '1  he 
former  was  a  nati\'e  of  Penns}dvania,  the  date 
of  his  birth  being  October  18,  1793.  1  he 
grandfather's  birthplace  was  Ireland.  He 
came  to  America  with  his  wife  and  one  chiltl, 
settling  at  first  on  a  faini  in  Penns}  Ixania. 
I'rom  theie  he  mo\ed  to  Dansville,  antl  later 
was  fouiul  among  the  pioneers  ot  .Sparta,  where 
he  dietl  after  rearing  a  large  famih'.  Hefore 
th.it,  howe\er,  he  had  retuiiied  to  Hansxdile, 
and  taken  u].)  land  where  the  present  l\lain 
-Street  is  now  located. 

His  second  son,  .Samuel,  was  trained  as  a 
farmer;  and  the  boy  continued  to  live  at  home 
until  he  was  of  age,  meanwhile  attending  the 
pioneer  school.  When  he  first  came  to  the 
present  home  ot  his  son  hraidx,  which  was  on 
l)ecend)er  11,  1813,  it  was  then  a  mass  of  un- 
culti\ated  land.  The  first  wife  o|  .Samuel 
Bonner,  son  ol  the  elder  .Samuel,  was  .Nellie 
Covert,  daughter  of  Peter  Co\ert.     She  reared 
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.SL'\en  children  —  William;  Samuel,  deceased; 
Marietta;  James;  I-'rederick  ;  Nathaniel;  and 
Rose.  Mr.  Honner  cleared  the  land,  built  a 
jxirt  of  the  present  bui Idinj^s,  and  spent  the  rest 
of  his  life  there,  dying  August  10,  1879,  at 
eight)'-five  years  of  age.  His  second  wife  was 
Maria  Knapp,  daughter  of  Jnel  Knapp,  of  Con- 
necticut, where  she  was  born  October  18, 
1808.  Joel  Knajjp's  family  came  to  Ossian 
among  the  early  settlers.  Airs.  Maria  Knapp 
Conner  reared  three  children  —  Alice,  Celia, 
and  I-'rank  J.  Conner.  The  mother  still  lives, 
making  her  home  with  her  son,  b'rank  J.,  our 
subject.  .Although  eight)-  si.\  years  of  age, 
she  is  hale  and  hearty,  and  a  member  of  the 
l'resb)terian  church,  where  her  husband  served 
as  iJeacon  lor  many  )ears. 

Mr.  iMank  J.  Bonner  spent  his  early  life  on 
the  farm.  He  was  educated  at  Dansville  Sem- 
inar\-,  after  which  he  assisted  his  father  up  to 
the  time  of  the  old  gentleman's  death.  His 
mother,  two  sisters,  and  himself  live  happily 
at  the  old  homestead.  The  brother  and  sisters 
evidently  ])refer  single  blessedness,  neither 
ha\ing  manied.  The  fine  farm  upon  which 
thev  live  contains  four  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  antl  is  ])ractically  three  farms.  Mr. 
Honner  is  diligent  in  business,  overseeing  all 
this  valuable  land.  He  is  also  interested  in 
l^uffalo  real  estate.  Mr.  Bonner  has  been  a 
successful  office  holder,  ser\-ing  as  Supervisor 
three  years,  1883,  1884,  and  1889.  He  is  a 
stanch  sui)i)orter  of  the  Republican  ]3arty,  and 
has  always  taken  an  acti\e  interest  in  jjolitical 
measures.  The  family  attend  the  Presbyteriaii 
church,  of  which  they  are  all  members.  Mr. 
Honner  is  not  onl)'  a  man  of  means,  but  a  man 
of  resources,  and  is  regarded  as  the  leading 
man  in  the  town  of  Ossian.  He  is  universally 
respected  —  is,  in  fact,  an  excellent  j^attern  for 
the  rising  generation. 


/  v!V  ICORGl-:  TOMLINSON,  an  esteemed 
\  5)  I  resident  of  I'ei  i)',  who  is  extensively 
engagetl  in  operating  mills,  anil  is 
noted  for  both  business  ability  and  literary 
attainments,  was  boiii  at  LeRoy,  (ienesee 
County,  August  15,  1822,  being  the  second 
son  of  John  and  llepsibah  (Ransford)  Tomlin- 


son,  and  grandson  of  David  and  Polly  (Hull) 
Tomlinson.  David  Tomlinson  was  a  native  of 
Derb),  Conn.,  and  a  blacksmith  whose  spe- 
cialty was  the  ])roduction  of  sc)thes  and  hand- 
made axes.  He  died  in  Newtown,  Conn.,  at 
about  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  and  his 
wife  at  about  fifty-fi\e.  They  reared  a  family 
of  ele\'en  children,  namel)  :  Hull;  Zeny ; 
Austin;  John;  Russell;  Lucy  Ann  Lewis; 
Anna  I'eck  ;  Sally  Lveretts  ;  Ik-tsc)'  Sherman  ; 
Polly  Douglass;  and  Laura,  a  maiden  lad)'. 

John  Tomlinson  was  born  in  Newtown, 
Conn.,  and,  having  been  bound  out  to  a 
farmer  when  a  small  child,  ran  away  on 
account  of  ill  usage  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
and  engaged  himself  t<j  a  carpenter  in  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  actjuired  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter, joiner,  and  millwright,  beconiii')g  an 
expert  \V(jrkman.  In  181  5  he  mo\'ed  to  LeRoy, 
N.  v.,  where  he  became  a  building  con- 
tractor. His  first  millwright  work  was  on  the 
Tufts  mill  in  LeRo)'.  He  built  a  mill  at 
South  War.saw,  one  in  Warsaw  \illage,  the 
Judge  SiM\ague  mill  on  Pearl  Creek,  the  James 
Sprague  mill  in  Co\'ington,  the  Allen  mill 
at  Roanoke,  the  Hailey  mill,  now  in  Pavil- 
ion, the  Haskins  mill  and  the  lower  mill  in 
LeRo)'.  He  also  built  a  mill  at  Morganville, 
two  on  (ienesee  Ri\er,  one  at  \'ork,  and  one 
at  (ieueseo,  and  the  Hailey  mill  in  Perry.  He 
erected  a  large  number  of  saw-mills,  dwell- 
ing-houses, and  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
LeRoy. 

Subsequentl)'  he  purchased  the  Tufts  mill  in 
LeRoy,  which  he  took  down,  and  built  a  new 
mill  on  the  same  site,  which  he  successfully 
operated  for  thirty  years.  In  1870  he  retired 
to  a  small  faini  in  the  vicinit)',  where  he  died 
at  the  age  ot  se\enty-six  years.  He  married 
Hepsibah  Ransfoi'il,  whose  jiarents  resiiled  in 
Oneida  County,  and  were  farmers.  She  was 
an  expert  spinner  and  weaxer,  and  not  onl)' 
spun  both  Hax  and  wool,  but  wove  her  linen 
and  her  cloth,  and,  dyeing  and  bleaching  them 
herself,  made  her  full  wetlding  outfit.  A 
homelv,  but  certaiiiK'  honoraljle,  trousseau! 
She  died  at  the  age  of  thirt\'-four  )ears,  and 
was  a  meniber  of  the  b^piscopal  church.  h'ive 
children  siu"\'i\'ed  her  —  Julius,  (ieorge,  Kliza, 
Susan,  and   Caroline.     John   Tomlinson  mar- 


,//  ,'ii>f:i!if{iK'T  t>i/i.vl     .fiokrti [ffuiT  j  bfi 

-Mifr!;-:.i-..;.'il  i-   liar.   ,.fi;u.J   .yJ-jCJ  j  :: 

<'/,'■   t.i  ■-!' m' j'..nl»!r!',i  *->!,' I  .-i.7/  -{Jli;]'!  I  ' 

'■'■/        -7  }i-  'y/rr        M'l^fi  'ifl*  !-;.>({/;  {  ;-.!:v/  ali-//  bitoj.- .  >iH      v^k  in 

-'i       i  r     .   '!-'-•/;>'!  li.oii.;        v-iv/  I  -nci'M  t;i  .(-fiOf;./!  )>  Mo  i-)Jr{vj<nJ>  . 

''■J--'-'  .-■;;    !    :     ,i    ,;■     .  '   -n^-A   ,.'    .if  ;.,   ;    ..I.;.  ■■  ,!,. if    -t.,,!  ^^in..j,fil 

"i-J'r'.j;}  i'^  ^      ■  ■  .  , ' ;  ij.  >.  1 1  j ,  .Tovtilu^:. 

'    '•■.-:"!(;!  \.:.y,->  ;  ■■■.■:r'jr.  ')!(;;■' 

'      '  -  ':<''    :  ^'Z   /i-;.,;;,!  -J^/l  f: 

■  :  ■•■>:■, M-  ;  lU!  -H;:  ^!'f  .  -i  \  Jnai' i  .n.. 

'  ■  ■  ;    .     .  ■  :        ' '-i:-;  :  f  ,  -  ^.i  :   1 ... :  ■  ju •      - •>  i  i      .;T<     ;  ■/fit  ' 

'•                 ■  ■•■•■•«  ■•'  ■  '  '•■      <        '.•([  ii.nl,  , .' icfir 

^  ^             -        '  --.i;  i  :!;..,.!.  -,:..(,-'.;        L:.,  -vji  ;-i  '>!-f(ii  ■:.,!» 

'  I  ^"'"^1'  l.M  ;i,fii 

"     •'■         '  '•     ''J         '  '  •  '■>''•  '■>•.'     <■'  '       -i.j  -Ji'.  •■rnufi         tj/'ft  Ji; 

■■  '       ■  ■■  ■  :■,-!.-'!      ■ ■  ii '...I.!    ;:)!,_;:r'.:  v  '  ;rrviir,-M 

■  '  '■'     -  ;  '    ,J  ■       b^...    ■  ^,  lij^.;;.     .     ,  j  y^([j 
'                 .    ■  j.     :  ■    •    :  :     r'.  .    ■      .  '  *.                  i       •,  uij     / !  ^;./r.     ^   ■      "     '.■:U,  ,  ,-r:j  ;■.)): 

'    '-         ':  -i  '.      I  :  ::,'}K.:!:-r.  .     ;^f\,'::o  Hi   ji.  .-■/  -f:,fif!ii}l 

'  '        ■  '        '  I        --.   -'M;.)^  -ii    m'I         .1.1    -(;•(  .,■■'/;/  «i/(.f 

■  ■    ■    "-v:."-         '.-  ■       ■   ■    '    ..-.ii-i  V-/i;,  hI     li/  ■.!.;Y!jiH 

■■  I   ■  :  ix;.;  :         k  i      -.lyr'  y..-,:[^ 

■'     ■ ■     •  i.<  ■    -.'■■^  !  ■  -7.  ir.;.  ;:r  :  <7rv;l);  ..;;;! 

-  'li  '.   ,7o.H::^.'   i  .ij-.  r'  ,         i      :  i;;^:! /:  •      ;  v,:  i'      <yi\i :n 

'■■  -^1    ri'/    'iIiaM   '  .;;"!■. id f Oil i"'^    H;.    .^i'l'/MfLt  (ijiij..    to    ,!.■•:;. (11) 

.  ■'   '-'-.if''.  ':;'.'  L  ,;.;•;;/.!!;    iw  ni^n  ,  ■iu;i.!t^-l 

.  ■   /  J.I      il     i  ,     i  j  C-!lJ  -1    h-.ty  ij.    .Y  7 

■     ■        •■  u  au^i^aO  v.,  ::,.7W  ./f'.i!,  uj-.rd 

'■    ..  '  ;    I    ■         iVr    'Xv.)  .!i/-J  iu;  HI  I.JvJ-'-'Jl 

..  :'  '/.'I  :  ■:!7!Mi   o;,.^^  '  .      ■ _  .^-..^ 

'  iH;,j  (vrlbnr'i  !.>:.■;  i'; 

!  ' !-'  J     ■.'•Vfl      7    Cii.l     ,')/'j:-Ji'fl   I    Vi37i<;(!0J>  ^}  .  . 

:  :<»'"-'f'  :i    Jt;d   ,7!    toil  !  ?i  l-ciii  ..-M-m  >.ii:J/,         rjj-  l>v^;:j>fiu  ..  — " 

■  ■         f  S'i    '■  •  ■- 1  J    ]l!    b-Jlb  '.Xtc:   j   Vli.J.'jill  ■{-Hi/Jfi-  «!>  ; 

.  =  .  i./.i.  fqj;  '.fl;'       .  !-7[;;',-!;f     .;-j.v  j  •;.l>c'Orivi),  ,^i,vi;;.l  Jjj 
7  -        lr.sv-        <■(  n;>:'ifb.  j,  l,>rforj;-  oHj.  ^nbd  ,-rs.'«5 . 


234 


riccl  fur  his  sccniid  wife  Doritha  Hitchcock, 
\shi)  ilicil  at  thr  a^c  ot  sixty  }'L-ars,  lca\'iii<;"  two 
chilili  cn  (  )L;"(kMi  and  jaiic.  IMr.  'IDni  I  iiisoii 
was  an  anti-Masun,  a  Wlii^;  and  Repnhliian  in 
politics,  and  held  llic  ollicc  ot  SiipciA'isur  lor 
hftccn  )cais.  lie  was  I'uiiiiri  issioncr  In  bnihl 
the  conl"tdlou^c  in  (icnescc  Count}'. 

(;eorLi,c  Idniiinson  coniinenccd  his  education 
in  the  disli  iet  schools,  and  later  attended  the 
\\'\oniin^'  Academy  and  a  select  school  at 
LeRo\.  At  llie  a,L;e  of  eighteen  he  be;j,"an  work- 
ini;'  on  hirnis  tlui'inL;  the  summer,  at  elex'cn 
dollar,^  per  month,  and  lauglit  school  during 
the  winter,  wliich  he  continued  to  do  for  five 
\ears,  wlien  he  married  Marion  Sprague, 
dauL;hter  of  jame-^  and  Martha  (Keath)  Sprague. 
lier  father  wa.>  the  judprietor  of  a  large  card- 
ing and  cloth  maiuifactor)'  at  Covington,  Wy- 
oming Count\',  and  was  also  a  farmei'.  B(jth 
[laients  li\ed  to  mi  adx'anced  age.  Mrs.  Tom- 
linson  w.rs  thcii'  oid\'  child  to  reach  maturity, 
one  other  hav  ing  died  \  oung.  Mr.  and  I\Irs. 
I'omlinson  ha\e  two  children,  a  son  and  a 
daughtei'.  J.  hrank  Tomlinson  married  Ilattie 
i\oot,  and  in  a  p.irtner  with  his  father  in  the 
tiouiang- m  i  lis.  lie  has  three  children —  Irene 
A.,  Agnes  M.,  and  Charles  S.  Helen  l{]iza 
married  Walter  (lillelt,  of  I'erry,  and  has  one 
chikl,  Ruth  \.  (lillett.  y\fter  his  mairiage 
Mr.  Tomlinson  went  to  l'a\'ili(jn,  and  con- 
tinued to  teach  school  two  years.  He  then 
learned  the  business  and  trade  ot  a  clothier, 
and,  leasing  the  establ  i sliment,  carried  on  the 
manufacturing  of  cloth.  After  si.\  years  had 
ela])sed,  he  op^'ned  a  general  store,  whiidi  he 
conducted  foi-  six  \ears  moi'e,  and  was  then 
bmaietl  out.  He  puixhased  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred acres,  which  he  conducted  until  1870. 
In  he  purch  ised  of  Ceorge  Tavlor  Nobles 

iS:  Co.  ;i  thiiil  iiiteiest  in  the  floiu'ing-mills  at 
I'errw  the  llrm  n;mie  then  becoming  Nobles, 
l  oinliirson  iS;  t'o.  ;  and  in  1870  he  moved  to 
I'errv,  where  he  became  an  active  niendjcr  ol 
that  fu'in.  He  sidiseipiently  built  a  \  inegar 
aiul  s|)oke  laclmv,  which  he  sold  in  1878,  tak- 
ing in  exchange  the  .Silver  Lake  Mills,  which 
he  has  since  contimied  to  operate,  cann  ing  on 
a  genei'al  merchant  milling  business. 

Mr.  TomliuM)!!  is  \' ice- I'l  esident  of  the  L'it- 
i/.en's  Hank,  and  ex  piesident  ol   the  knitting- 


mills,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders. 
He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  was  a  Ju.slice  of 
the  i'eace  eiglitLcn  veai^,  .iiid  .Siip^'ii  nlLMideiil 
ot  .SlIioiiIs  at  I'aviliiiii,  and  has  also  ])l\-ii  .Su- 
pervisor at  reirv.  He  was  one  ot  the  orgaii- 
i/.eis  ol  the  llistoiieal  .Soeietv,  o|  whiih  he 
was  i'lesident  toi"  nine  vears.  He  li.is  deliv- 
ered several  lectures  and  published  consider- 
alde  literarv  work  ol  mine  than  oidinarv  merit, 
among  which  ma\  lie  mentioned  "  I'lorn  \'oulh 
to  Se\-ent)-,  and  What  1  saw  the  Way," 
"  Heinocrac}',  "  "'i'he  Crusade,"  and  "The 
Anglo-.Saxtai  Race."  He  has  also  given  sev- 
eial  addresses  lielure  tile  I  eachers'  Association 
and  the  Wv  timinu   I'ioneer  Historical  Soeietv. 


'RAMI'S  SlANl.lA'  ORTON,  late  I'res- 
ident  of  the  Cenesee  X'alley  Rank, 
wliose  portrait  acconi])anies  these  brief 
memiiirs,  was  tor  manv  )'cars  an  iiitlu- 
ential  and  liiglilv  lespected  citizen  of  Ceiieseo, 
Livingston  Count v,  N.  where  liis  death 
occurred  on  Jiilv4,  189J,  in  the  sev  eiitv-sixlli 
)'ear  ot  his  age.  Mr.  niton  was  born  in 
WiKjdburv,  Conn.,  on  .Nuxeiiilier  2(\  1816,  sdii 
of  'rrumaii  and  Martha  Maria  (Curtis)  (  )rtiin. 
Truman  ()i"tiin  was  a  life-long  resident  of 
Woodburv,  and  died  at  n i net v-seven  \'ears  of 
age,  in  1881,  in  the  same  house  in  wliiHi  he 
was  born,  and  where  he  had  alwavs  made  his 
home.  His  widow  in  her  eight v-si\lh  \ear 
came  to  Western  New  \'oik,  and  spent  lier  re- 
maining da\s,  residing  alteinatelv,  till  her 
death  at  the  age  ot  ninetv-five,  with  her  suii 
James  in  (icaicsco  aiul  her  daughtei,  ?\lrs.  .Sam- 
uel X'aiice,  in  ( iidvelaiid. 

James  .S,  (  )rloii  in  his  vouth  received  an 
education  lilting  him  for  mercantile  life,  and 
later  was  known  as  a  sagacious  and  prudent 
tin.mcier,  a  good  mniiager  in  business  matter-, 
and  was  lalled  to  till  pMsitioiis  of  trust  and 
I  es|)onsibi  1  i  t  V .  He  tnok'np  his  residence  in 
(leiieseo  in  1844,  and  enti^'red  the  otbu  e  of  the 
Coiintv  Clerk,  scrvcel  as  Heputv  till  i8;j, 
when  he  was  electeil  Couiitv  Cdeik  for  the  term 
ot  three  \ears.  He  was  next  engaged  with 
Mr.  William  11.  Walker  in  a  private  banking 
business,  but  w  itlulia  vv  t  l  oni  that  in  1  )ecember, 
he  was  Hioseii  Casliiei"  nl  the  (.jcu- 
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csL'c  X'allcy  Bank.  After  thirty  years  of  faith- 
ful ser\  icL'  in  lliat  cai)acit)'  lie  was'  elected 
I'lesideiit  of  llu'  hank,  which  position  he  con- 
tinued to  hdUl  lu  llie  linie  of  his  death.  Mi". 
()rt()n  was  fur  niain  \eais  a  Trustee  of  the 
WacLsworth  l,ibrai\,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
executor.',  of  the  will  nl  the  late  General 
W'adswdi  ill.  lie  was  a  Kepuhlican  from  the 
l)et;iiinini;'  of  lhat  [>art\'.  lie  was  a  consistent 
and  earnest  mendier  ul  the  l'resb)'terian 
church,  in  wliich  he  was  An  l^hler,  and  a  I'rus- 
tee  uf  the  societ}'  for  UKue  than  thiit)-  years. 
A  man  of  strict  inte^ritx',  he  was  of  a  genial 
and  kindl\'  disposition,  exemplary  in  social  and 
domestic  relatimis,  anil  inteiested  in  the  pub- 
lic gdiid.  He  is  .sin"\  i\ed  b_\'  his  wife,  a  sister, 
and  a  brothei. 

'Ihe  mairia_L;e  of  .Mr.  James  S.  (Jrton  and 
Mi^.s  haiiih'  Slillman  Stanley  took  place  in 
I)ans\ille,  N.\'.,  on  Ma\-  22,  1843.  Mrs. 
()rti)n  was  burn  at  Mount  Morris,  Ma)'  2^, 
icSicj,  the  da\  hefcae  the  birth  of  (Jueen  \dc- 
toria,  anil  was  one  nt  the  ten  chiklren  ot 
l.uman  and  .Martha  .M.  (Ilinnian)  Stanle)-. 
She  attended  schoid  in  .Mount  Moi'ris,  and 
afterward  enjo\ed  the  advantages  of  a  higher 
course  of  stud\-  at  the  seminary  in  Rochester, 
hjuloweil  with  pleasing  social  qualities,  admi- 
rablv  htted  for  the  pusitinn  she  has  been  called 
to  hll,  Mrs.  (  )i'ton  has  show  11  herself  a  cheerful 
ciimpaniiiu,  a  giaciiais  hostess,  and  a  kind 
neighboi".  .She  is  a  menil)er  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church,  a  cortHal  heli)er  in  its  activities, 
and  is  known  as  a  woman  of  character  and 
influence.  .She  has  one  brother  now  li\'ing, 
I'dihii  Stanley. 

l.uman  .SlanlcN',  Mrs.  (hton's  father,  was  a 
descendant  in  the  se\enlh  genei'ation  Irom 
John  .""tanlcN,  who  was  born  in  ICngland,  and 
who  enibarkeil  foi'  America  in  1635,  with  his 
brothers  and  three  chiklren,  and  died  on  the 
passage.  This  is  the  lineage:  John,  son  of 
John  .Stanle)-,  Sr.,  born  in  I'higland  in  1(^24, 
came  to  .Ameidca  in  1635,  moved  with  his 
uncle,  Thomas  .Staide\-,  to  llailford,  Conn., 
and  tlnae  marrit.'d  .Saiah  .Scott.  I  heir  son 
John,  born  in  if^J,  manied  ]'!sther  Newell. 
Nathaniel,  son  of  Deacon  John  and  h'sther 
(Newell)  .St.mley,  married  Sai'ali  Smith,  and 
dieil    in     i/JO,    aged    11  inet)-one.  W'illiap.i, 
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their  sex'enth  child,  horn  at  Farmington, 
Conn.,  in  1720,  married  .\m)'  l^aldwin.  Jesse 
.Stanle\',  >econd  son  ot  William  and  .\m\',  boiai 
at  (losheii.  Conn.,  in  1757,  married  I'.unice 
l^ailex,  and  in  iSii  m(i\ed  to  .Mount  .Morris, 
N.^'.,  whiae  he  bought  n i net \-eight  acres  of 
flats  at  twent)-  dollars  ])ei-  acre,  and  afterwai'd 
sold  twiaitN'  acies  at  one  hundred  didlai's  ])er 
acre.  lie  also  liought  a  hundred  acres  of 
hea\il)'  timbered  land.  The  tii--t  Iranie  lioirse 
in  the  xilhige  was  built  In'  him.  .Mr.  Jesse 
Stanle)'  leared  a  famil\  of  bmr  children--- 
()li\er,  l.uman,  h'bnira,  and  Roxa.  lie  died 
on  June  24,  1845,  in  the  eight)'-eighth  year  of 
his  age.  l.uman  .Stanle)'  was  born  in  (Joshen, 
Conn.,  .\ovember  15,  1779,  married  .Martha, 
daugliter  of  John  llinman,  of  a  well  known 
(.'onnecticut  fcUiiilv,  and  died  in  1  JairsxiHc, 
.\.\'.,  on  ()ctober  14,  1839. 

John  Staiilex',  the  secoml  of  the  name,  was  a 
Lieutenant  and  then  a  Capt.iin  in  King  Philip's 
W'ai'.  He  was  a  Ueputx'  to  the  (ieiieral  Court 
of  Connecticut  almost  continuoush'  for  tliirt\'- 
seven  years,  165910  ifxyG.  lie  died  in  1706. 
]"or  fiu'ther  records  see  .Stanle\'  genealogy. 


/  |^l';()R(iP:  S.  SKIiM',  .M.IJ.,  a  highly 
\  ^  I  esteemed  and  skillul  ])hysician  of 
( ;aines\'i  1  le,  \\'\'omiiig  Count\',  was 
born  in  llume,  N.\'.,  januarx'  24,  1865,  son 
of  lulmund  and  l'"ann\'  ((loodrich)  Skiff,  also 
of  llimie.  'Pile  paternal  grandfather  was 
.M)'ron  .Skiff,  a  natixe  of  ()tbego  COimtv,  New 
\'ork,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation,  ha\  ing  been 
born  on  a  farm  which  his  father  had  cleared 
and  impi'oN'cd.  hidmund  .Skilf  was  early  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  on  the  death  of 
hrs  hither  came  into  |>ossession  (it  the  old 
homestead,  on  which  he  resideil  until  1S72. 
lie  is  now  letired  troni  acti\'e  lite,  and  re- 
sides in  the  \  illage  ot  Pike,  being  in  his  sixty- 
sixth  year  at  the  present  writing.  Pie  is  a 
sturdy  Democrat  in  his  political  faith,  and  is  a 
lo)al  anil  much  respected  citi/en.  His  wife 
died  when  about  I  h i i  t \'-lhi'ei'  \  ears  of  age, 
leax'ing  an  onl)'  child,  (ieorge  S. ,  whose  name 
a])pears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 

(Ieorge  .S.  Skiff  passed  his  early  bo)hood  in 
Pike,  to  which  jjlace  he  nio\ed  with  his  father 
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at  the  earl)-  age  of 
preliniinar)'  sch(K)ling 


six  years.  After  some 
he  attended  Pike  Sem- 
inary, from  which  institution  he  was  grachiated 
in  1SS2.  lie  then  passed  two  years  at  Cornell 
Universit)',  and  later  studied  at  Buffalo  Lhii- 
\'ersity,  being  giaduated  from  the  medical 
department  of  that  institution  in  1S87.  After 
his  graduation  he  commenced  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  h'illmore,  remaining  there 
about  eighteen  months;  but  in  1889  he  re- 
mo\ed  to  (iaines\ille,  where  he  has  since 
resideil,  and  where  he  has  already  l)uilt  uj)  a 
lucratixe  practice.  Dr.  Skiff  is  a  gentleman 
well  versed  in  a  knowledge  of  his  profession. 
He  has  already  gained  a  good  rejjutation  as  a 
skilful  physician  and  surgeon,  and  is  regarded 
in  many  homes  as  a  competent  and  trustworthy 
medical  adx  iser.  Me  has  successfully  treated 
many  difficult  cases;  and,  as  he  is  still  a 
young  man,  his  pros|jects  for  the  future  are 
e.vceptionally  good.  He  is  a  member  of  both 
the  State  and  County  Medical  Societies,  and 
of  the  New  \'ork  State  Society  of  Railway 
.Surgeons.  In  fraternal  affiliations  he  is  a 
memi)er  of  Oriona  Lodge,  No.  229,  A.  V.  & 
A.  M.,  of  h'illmore,  and  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees.  Like  his  father,  he  is  a  Democrat 
in  jiolitics,  but  is  c|uick  t(j  appreciate  the  good 
in  all  ]xu"ties. 

In  1887  ])v.  Skiff  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mattie  ]•].  Harker,  daughter  of  I'rofessor 
S.  Barker,  of  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  who  is  the  prin- 
cipal of  public  school  No.  18,  in  that  city, 
and  a  gentleman  who  stands  high  in  etluca- 
tional  circles.  Airs.  .Skiff  is  a  graduate  oi  the 
l-5uffalo  High  School,  and  is  a  lady  of  high  in- 
telligence and  many  accomplishments.  She  is 
the  mother  of  three  children  —  I'\anny,  L.iura, 
and  (ieorge.  As  a  useful  and  loyal  citizen, 
accomplished  in  his  profession  and  clean  in 
his  private  life.  Dr.  Skiff's  value  to  the  com- 
munity  is   too   well    known   to   need  further 


,A\'ID     B.     M()k(;AN,    a  thriving 
farmer  of  Lima,  Livingston  County, 
N.V.,  descendant  of  an  earl)'  pio- 
neer, was  born  on  April  4,  1838,  in 
the  house  he  now  occupies.     His  great-grand- 


father, Captain  John  Morgan,  was  a  soldier  of 
the  Ke\'olut  ion.  He  came  from  Massachusetts 
to  Lima,  and  settled  on  the  old  Buffalo  and 
Alban\-  State  Road,  where  he  built  a  log 
house,  and  spent  bis  last  days,  d\'ing  in  1791. 
His  will-  also  lemained  there  until  she  dietl, 
Jul)'  3,  1810. 

His  s(tn,  John  Morgan,  grandtather  of  the 
subject  of  ihi.i  sketch,  was  a  native  of  Spring- 
field,  Mass.,  having  been  born  there  (Xtober 
3,  I7f')2,  near  the  close  of  the  I'^rench  and 
Indian  war^.  His  iourne)'  fi'oni  the  b'-a^t  in 
an  ox  wagon,  with  a  iamil)'  of  two  and  all 
their  workll)'  godtls,  recjuired  six  weeks,  to  say 
nothing  of  its  constant  tliscomforts.  At  that 
time,  the  land  being  wild,  there  were  no 
roads;  so  the  i)arty  wei'e  forced  to  follow 
Indian  trails  anil  markeit  trees,  until  the)' 
reached  their  destination.  The  younger  Mor- 
gans settled  on  a  farm  adjoining  Captain  John 
Morgan's  in  Lima.  Like  other  pioneers,  they 
burned  man)'  acres  of  valuable  timber  in 
clearing  the  land.  John  Morgan,  Jr.,  built  a 
brick  house  in  181 5,  the  )  ear  when  Jackson 
fought  the  famous  battle  of  New  Orleans. 
This  house  is  still  standing,  being  occu])ied  by 
the  builder's  grandson,  David  B.  Morgan. 
'i"he  old  log  ta\ern,  on  the  Alban)'  and  Buffalo 
Road,  where  the  stage-coaches  made  their 
daily  change  of  horses,  was  kei:)t  by  John  Mor- 
gan foi'  man)' years  —  in  fact,  vmtil  his  death 
in  1836.  (iramlfather  John  was  evidently  an 
ach'ocate  of  matrimony,  ha\'ing  been  married 
three  times.  His  tust  wife  was  Alice  1). 
Shaw.  His  second  wife,  .Mai')'  Pierce,  was 
the  mother  of  .Shepard  Morgan,  the  father  (A 
the  subject  of  this  brief  record.  .Alma  .Ash- 
man was  Mr.  Morgan's  last  wile. 

Sheixird  Morgan  was  educated  in  the  |jublic 
schools  of  Lima,  and  always  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  on  the  homestead.  His  wife 
was  Pslarietta  H.  Ashman,  who  was  born  in 
Lakeville,  November  12,  181C.  The)-  bail 
four  children  —  David  1^.,  Mary  1'.,  John  S. , 
and  Alma  M.  Morgan.  Jk-sides  paying  at- 
tention to  his  farming  interests,  Shepard  Mor- 
gan ser\ed  his  town  as  Supervisor,  holding  the 
tjffice  longer  than  any  other  man  exce])t  one  in 
the  history  of  the  town. 

Da\id  B.  Moiiran  was  educated  at  the  dis- 
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trict  schools  ami  in  W'csleyan  Seminary. 
With  this  mental  outfit,  well  acla])tecl  for  prac- 
tical puri)oscs,  he  entered  upon  the  work  of 
farming,  in  which  he  has  since  heen  success- 
fully eni;a<j,ecl.  His  wile,  whom  he  mai'ricd 
Decemher  19,  1X67,  was  Melissa  M.,  clau<.;hter 
of  Anson  and  hdi/aheth  (I)ann)  Anj^lc,  of 
Lima.  Iler  lather  also  was  a  .Superxdsor  of 
Lima  for  many  \  earN.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  l\L)rgan 
hax'c  fi\-e  children  —  ALary  Idizabeth,  Anson 
A.,  John  .S. ,  Melissa,  and  Annie  ALjrgan  —  all 
of  whom,  with  the  exception  of  John  S.,  are 
living  at  home.  In  politics  Mi'.  Morgan  has 
always  heen  a  Kepuhlican;  and  his  first  I'resi- 
(iential  xote  was  cast  for  .Abraham  Lincoln,  in 

I  <sr)o. 


|^|Li\'R\'    W'L-XKD,  a  prosperous  farmer, 
\\^\      formerh'  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
1 19  I         of  [doughs,  is  one  of  the  oldest  citi- 
zens of  .\\'on,  .\.  v.,  he  ha\dng  been 
born  here  July  14,  1^15  ;  and,  as  he  has  been  a 
constant  resident  of  the  town  from  his  birth, 
it  is  but  natural  th.it  he  should  be  very  widely 
known  in  this  section,  although  he  has  always 
shunne(.l  notoi  ietv. 

1  homas  W'iard,  his  lathei",  was  born  in  the 
"Land  of  .Stead\'  llaliits''  (Connecticut),  but 
was  one  of  the  earh*  settlers  in  Livingston 
Count}',  New  \'ork.  lie  hist  took  up  his 
abode  at  Cieiieseo,  where  he  li\ed  tor  tweh'e 
\ears.  lie  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and 
was  also  one  of  those  "all  round  mechanics" 
for  whicdi  this  counti'\'  was  once  famous.  An 
illustration  of  his  skill  and  of  his  ])Utting  it  to 
[iractical  use  is  afforded  b\- the  \-ehicle  he  built 
to  carr\-  him  to  Connecticut,  where  he  went  on 
a  \  isit  a  few  \ear>  after  he  had  removed  from 
that  .State.  It  was  made  from  a  crockery 
crate,  an<l  the  shafts  were  pine  poles.  Con- 
sidering the  idughness  of  the  roads  in  those 
da)s,  that  wagon  must  hax'e  been  subjected  to 
many  se\ere  strains  on  its  joui  ney  to  Connect- 
icut and  return;  but  it  stodd  the  test  all 
right,  and  was  in  good  woiking  tiim  when  th-j 
trip  was  hnished. 

Thomas  W'iard  hnall\'  removed  from  (ieneseo 
to  /\von,  where  he  liought  a  f.irm  and  built  a 
frame  house.     Hut  farming  was  merel)'  a  "side 


issue"  with  him,  for  blacksmithing  was  his 
occupation.  lie  marrietl  .Miss  .Susan  Hall,  of 
Connei't icut,  and  b\  hei  had  nine  children,  of 
whom  the  first  si.\  were  l)o\-s  and  the  last  three 
gills,  as  tidlows:  .M.itthew,  Ileni\',  (jeorge, 
Thomas,  William,  .Selh,  Mar_\'  .\.,  Margaret, 
and  Kachtd,  the  subject  ot  this  sketch  being 
ne.\t  to  the  fiistdiorn.  The  mother,  Mrs. 
Susan  Wiaid,  died;  anti  after  some  years  the 
father  m.uried  a<j,ain,  his  second  wife  being' 
Miss  NancN'  (ianson.  Two  children  were  born 
to  them -  I  d  i/.abeth  and  Xanc)'.  Thomas 
Wiard  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  commu- 
nity, lie  held  a  commission  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  acted  as  Super\  isor  of  the  town  for  sev- 
eral \'ears,  and  had  a  more  tlian  local  rejiuta- 
tion  lor  skill  as  a  mechanic.  .Some  of  his  sons 
inherited  his  ingenuity  in  that  line;  and  one 
of  them,  Thomas,  was  the  originator  of  the 
famous  Wiard  plough. 

Henr)'  Wiard  was  etlucated  in  the  Av(;n  dis- 
trict schools,  and  worked  (jn  the  farm  for  his 
father,  also  doing  some  work  in  the  black- 
smith-sho|j.  He  was  identified  with  the  man- 
ufacture ot  idoughs  for  idiout  th irty  )'ears,  hut 
final  1)'  ])urchase(l  a  hundred-acre  farm,  and  has 
since  gi\en  exclusive  attention  to  tilling  the 
soil.  His  close  dexdtion  to  his  ]X'rsonal 
affairs  and  his  objection  to  an\thing  approach- 
ing unnecessary  pul)Iicity  ha\e  restrained  him 
from  assuming  a  foiemost  place  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Lonmiimity,  liut  his  skill  as  a 
mechanic  and  his  expei  ience  as  a  business  man 
and  as  a  farmer  ha\e  made  him  too  \'aluable 
a  citizen  to  be  allowed  to  entirely  escape  puh- 
lic  oflke,  and  he  has  served  fur  twelve  )'ears  as 
( "omm issioner  of  Ilighwa\s. 

Mr.  Wiaiil  has  lieen  married  twice,  and  by 
his  tiist  wife,  Miss  Caroline  Talmei',  daughter 
of  Da\id  H.  Palmei',  of  .Avon,  has  two  childi'en 
—  I'Ved  H.  .,nd  Julia  ]).  Tred  married  Adele 
Sjiencei',  and  has  three  children  —  Fannie, 
Maud,  and  Ivolieil  Wiard  Julia  married  Lo- 
renzo W'dlbur,  and  lias  one  child,  IIar(dd  Wil- 
bur. Mr.  Wiard  marided  for  his  sccoikI  wife 
Miss  Amanda  Landon,  daughter  of  Luther 
Landon,   ol  ,\\(in. 

As  we  ha\'e  betore  intiuKiled,  the  subject  of 
this  biogiaphical  sketch  has  led  a  cpiiet  life, 
iKMug  axerse  to  notoriet\',  and  fniding  his  chief 
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enjoyments  in  home  labors  and  comforts. 
Hence  lie  is  not  of  the  "hail-fellow-well- 
met  "  t\|)e  ;  hi^  friends  are  many,  but  lie  does 
not  make  frionil>  in  a  day,  and  neither  would 
he  desei  t  our  in  t  ime  nl  need. 

llenr\'  W'iaid  t  asl  his  lirst  I'l'esident  iai  \-ole 
for  l)aiiicl   Webster  in  lie  joined  the 

Republican  jiartN'  when  that  jiarty  came  into 
existence,  and  has  always  been  consistent  in 
the  expression  uf  his  political  principles. 


OI.OMOX  (;.  WOODRUF!'  was 
boiii  in  Livonia,  March  8, 
II  is  grandfather,  .Solomon  Woodrnif, 
was  a  nati\e  of  Litchfiekl,  Conn., 
and  was  the  hi'st  settler  in  the  town  of  l.i- 
\dnia,  where  he  lived  on  what  was  known  at 
that  time  as  the  "l^i.^'  Tree  Road,"  about  a 
mile  from  what  is  now  called  Livonia  Centre. 
Aftei-  bu\in^'  some  land  and  buildinjj;  a  k)g 
house,  he  returned  to  Connecticut  for  his  wife 
and  child.  lie  came  with  them  as  far  as  Bris- 
tol in  an  o\  team,  and  there,  leaving  his  wife 
and  son,  went  on  ahead  to  pre|)ai-e  a  welcome 
for  them  in  their  new  home.  The  jjleasant 
anticipati(»n  of  the  father  and  husband  were 
rudely  broken  as  he  nearcd  the  clearing-  in  the 
forest  wlieie  he  had  lately  been  bus)-,  and 
found  the  little  cabin  in  ashes,  the  Indians 
luu  ini;-  set  lire  to  it  during  his  absence.  With 
ai-i  untlauntetl  courage,  however,  he  went  to 
w-oi-k  to  rebuild  the  house,  and  before  long  the 
\-oung-  couple  took  i)ossessioi-i  of  their  new 
ab(Hle.  Their  isolation  ma)'  be  realized  when 
one  considers  that  Albany  was  the  nearest 
i-narki't  foi"  theii-  grain.  The  nearest  grist-mill 
w  as  at  Cliapi  n\ i  I  le,  (  )ntario  Count)' ;  and  their 
closest  nei-hbors  were  at  lloneo)  e.  'I  he  first 
son  who  was  here  born  to  the  lonely  i)air  was 
the  first  white  child  born  in  the  town.  The 
wife's  maiden  name  was  also  Woodrnll  ;  and 
she  reared  six  children,  one  of  whon-i  was 
jeren-iiah. 

The  father  of  .Solonion(i.  Woodruff,  of  whom 
this  is  a  memnii-,  juremiah  Woodruff,  received 
such  an  education  as  the  district  sclmols  of 
that  time  arid  section  offered.  He  mariied 
Almira  Dunks,  a  daughter  of  Joel  l)uid-;s,  of 
Connecticut.     Their  ten  chiklren  were  I, aura 


A.,  Solomon  G.,  Susan  A.,  h'rederick  1)., 
Charles  ]■'..,  Alary  J.,  hdi/abeth,  Alton, 
h'rancL's,  and  .S.ii'ah.  .Six  of  this  famil\-  are 
still  li\ing. 

.Siilomon  (i.  Woodrull  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  at  tlie  {lenesee  W  esle)an 
.Scminai-\  of  Lima.  In  his  bo)-hood  hr  weiit 
with  his  parents  to  .MiLhigan,  where  his  talhei' 
tiied  several  ilifterent  localities,  but  found 
none  that  suited  him  tor  a  permanent  Imn-ie. 
Thev-  rctui  ned  tn  Li\-i m  ia  w  hen  Miung  .Sidonion 
was  a  lad  of  fourteen  )-cars.  When  he  grew 
old  enough  to  lake  the  1  espousibilities  of  life 
upon  hin-isell,  he  became  a  cattle  diover  and 
dccdci-.  Later  he  went  to  New.-  \'urk  Cit)',  and 
was  there  successf id  1)'  engaged  for  ten  )ears  in 
selling  cattle.  After  the  expiration  of  this 
])eriiid  he  retui-ned  to  Li\-onia,  wheie  he 
bought  a  farm  aiul  erected  a  residence  in  Li- 
voiiia  Centre.  So  successful  has  Mr.  A\'ood- 
rntf  been  in  his  business  that  he  owns  three 
fai-nis,  including  about  eight  huntlred  acres  in 
New  \'ork  State  ami  one  ii-i  Michigai-i.  II  is 
banking  enterprise  has  been  a  soiu'ce  of  coi-i- 
stant  lev-enue  foi'  the  past  twenty-fn-e  years, 
and  he  has  shown  much  hnancial  acumen  in 
the  disposition  of  his  affairs. 

In  1  Si;o  Mr.  Suloi-i-ion  G.  Woodruff  was 
manietl  to  Miss  ITora  1).  1-iosley,  a  daughter 
of  Bratlford  ISosley,  of  Li\-o)-iia.  Mr.  Wood- 
ruff has  Ijcen  for  two  terms  Sni'ierx-isor  of  his 
town,  and  has  been  a  zealous  Republican  since 
that  part)'  came  into  existence.  His  hrst 
Presidential  \(ite  was  cast  for  Zachar)'  Taylor 
in  I  S.pS.  He  is  a  1-1-ien-iber  of  the  I'resb)-terian 
churL  h. 


.XRCL'S  W.  WILNI'R,  at  one  lime 
a  meichanl  and  lumbern-ian,  and  at 
[M  esent  a  wcU-ti  i-elo  farmer  nl  iIk- 
Idw-n  of  I'oi-tage,  Living-ton 
Count\-,  N.N'.,  was  born  in  this  town,  Januaiy 
4,  1.SJ5.  His  father,  (ieorge  Wilner,  was 
a  native  of  Herkshire  County,  Massachusetts; 
and  his  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  Iknon 
\'on  Driscol  Brigade,  which  came  thi-iuigh 
fi-om  Canada  to  join  forces  with  tieneral  Ihir- 
go\  ne  in  the  R ev  ol ut ii mai  y  Wai',  and  was  in 
the    detachment    commandcti    bv  Lieutenant 
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Culonel  liaum.  He  was  made  prisoner  of  war 
(luriii<:  a  fi^ht  with  the  American  forces  under 
the  celebrated  deneral  Stark,  and  was  <,Mven 
his  choice  of,  settling-  in  Massachusetts  and 
becomin^^  an  American  citizen  or  being  con- 
fined u|)(m  the  |)ris()n  s]ii])s  in  Hoston  Harbor. 
He  chdse  tiie  formei",  taking  u])  land  and  set- 
tling in  Herk^hire  C'i)unt\',  where  he  lesided 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  (ieorge  Wilner  be- 
came a  fai'mer  in  his  nati\e  State,  later  mo\'- 
ing  to  C'oimecl  icut,  and  then  joining  the 
.American  arm\-  in  the  War  of  181 2.  His 
brother  also  joinetl  the  arm\',  and  was  killed  at 
the  battle  of  I'lattsburg,  in  1S14.  George 
Wilner  was  piesent  at  the  battle  oi  Stoning- 
ton.  The  captain  ot  his  company  was  a  man 
nametl  J'erkins,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  hos- 
tilities induced  many  of  his  command  to  ac- 
compan}'  him  to  \cw  \'ork  for  the  purpose  (jf 
taking  up  land.  .Mr.  Wilnei'  came  to  Living- 
ston Count\'  from  Connecticut,  making  the 
entire  journey  b\-  wagon,  and  took  iij)  eighty 
acres  of  land  situated  in  the  then  town  of 
Nunda,  now  Portage,  on  the  Genesee  River, 
which  at  that  time  was  \ei}'  heavily  covered 
with  pine  timber.  Cutting  the  timber,  he  had 
it  sawed  into  lumber  and  rafted  it  down  the 
Genesee  Ri\er  to  Rochester.  This  j^roperty 
Mr.  Wilner  at  length  sold,  and  then  removed 
to  Indiana,  going  theie  1)\'  the  way  of  the  Ohio 
River.  About  three  \ears  later  he  returned  to 
Portage,  and,  settling  upon  a  laiul  grant,  here 
remained  during  the  rest  of  his  life.  At  the 
time  he  came  to  New  \'ork  .State,  land  at 
Rochester  was  offered  at  seventeen  dollars  per 
lot,  but  was  refused,  as  there  was  no  timber 
u])on  it,  and  consequently  it  was  considered 
about  worthless.  Mr.  Wilner  engaged  in  the 
cutting  and  hauling  of  timber,  and  furnished 
the  New  \'ork  Central  Railroad  Company  with 
the  materials  for  constructinij;  the  first  bridge 
over  the  Genesee  Ri\er,  cutting  most  of  it 
upon  his  own  farm,  rolling  the  timber  down 
the  hills  to  the  ri\-er,  and  then  floating  it  to 
Rochester. 

His  wife  was  Hetsey  Moses,  daughter  of 
Elijah  Moses,  a  jjioneer  of  Li\  ingston  County, 
who  was  a  blacksmith  b)  trade.  The  Moses 
family,  according  to  tradition,  were  Jews,  who 
came  to  this  coimtry  from  England  about  1640. 


They  were  blacksmiths,  and  some  of  their 
tools  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  families. 
Si.\  children  weie  the  result  of  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Wilner;  iiamel)',  Han- 
nah, I*'la\  ia,  Marcus  W. ,  Malcolm,  Merriman 
J.,  and  Mortimer  Wilner.  1  he  father  and 
mothei"  spent  their  latter  da>s  with  Marcus  W. 
and  Meii'iman  J.,  wlm  are  the  iml)'  surxdvcjrs. 

Marcus  W.  Wilner,  the  sufjject  (jf  this 
sketch,  was  educated  at  the  distiict  schools, 
and  for  twenty-fi\'e  )'ears  of  his  early  life  was 
a  merchant  in  Portagex  ille,  where  he  was  also 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  In  1850  he 
married  .Susan  .\.  .\tlanis,  daughter  of  (ia\  lord 
Adams,  who  renioxed  from  Massachusetts  to 
the  town  of  Gian\  ille,  (  )hio,  antl  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  tliere,  all  his  famil)'  being 
born  in  that  .State.  I'oui'  children  ha\'e  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maicns  W.  Wilner; 
namel}',  l-'iank  ,\,,  J-"ied  M.,  Ga)'loi-d,  and 
Nellie.  P'rank  A.  is  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
United  .States  na\'}',  antl  is  inspector  of  steel 
plate  for  go\ernment  war  \essels  at  the  Car- 
negie .Steel  Works  in  Pittsburg.  P'led  is  mar- 
ried, and  li\'es  i>n  the  farm  with  his  parents. 
Gflylord  is  a  Warden  in  the  .State  Lunatic 
Asylum  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Wilner  was  .Supervisor  at  Genesee 
Ealls,  W)-oming  Count\',  for  two  terms,  and 
was  also  .Assessor  for  sex'eral  years.  He  cast 
his  first  Presitleiitial  \<ite,  as  a  Whig,  for 
Zachar)-  'Pa)  lor,  and  has  adways  been  a  Repub- 
lican in  ])olitics  since  that  party  was  formed. 
With  an  honorable  and  useful  record  to  look 
back  upon,  Mr.  Wilner  now  enjoys  that  reward 
which  is  deal'  to  ail,  the  heart)-  esteem  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow-men. 


7T\ARL()S  L.  STPT5HL\.S,  a  portrait 
I  V-^  l)ainter  of  exceptional  excellence  in 
^U^^  Pike,  W)'oming  Count)-,  N.  was 
l)orn  in  the  towii  of  ^'ork,  in  Li\-- 
iiigston  Count)-,  jaiuiar)-  11,  1S24.  Plis 
paternal  grandfather,  S)l\-ester  Stebbins,  was 
a  nati\e  of  Conwa)-,  Mass.,  from  which  State 
he  came  t<i  Pike,  X.\'.,  where  the  last  years  of 
his  lile  were  spent.  He  was  a  farmer  in  both 
States,  and  died  at  eighty-four  \-eai-s  nf  ai:e, 
having  reared  eleven  children. 
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IClijah,  one  of  the  sons  of  Sylvester  Steb- 
bins,  was  foi'  some  time  a  wocjllen  niamifact- 
urer  in  Maiilius,  (  )tst.\i;()  County,  N.V.,  hax'iiij;' 
previous! \'  workcil  in  llie  tu'st  broadcloth  tae- 
tory  in  Nortliampton,  Mass.,  where  the  first 
broadch)tli  e\er  manufactured  in  America  was 
pro(hicetl.  After  <j,ivin<:;  up  this  line  of  busi- 
ness, he  became  a  farmer,  owning  farms  in 
1  .i\inj;sti)n  and  \\'}dmin<:^  Counties  succes- 
si\elv-  'lis  wile  was  Harriet  Lenaulo,  who 
was  of  Italian  hirtli,  anil  one  of  se\eral  chil- 
(hx-n.  She  was  boiai  on  tlie  Coon  Ri\'er  near 
the  l)irthplace  of  her  huslxmcl.  Tw(j  children 
were  of  this  marriaj;e  —  Carlos  L.  ;  and  S3'l\'es- 
ter,  who  died  in  Texas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Stebbins 
both  died  at  theii'  son's  home  in  Pike,  aged 
l  espect  i\  el)'  si\t\  -nine  and  seventy-one  years. 

Carlos  1..  .Stebbins,  whose  artistic  nature, 
like  his  Italian  ChristicOi  name,  was  an  inheri- 
tance from  his  mother,  remained  at  home  with 
his  parents  until  he  became  of  age.  The  nat- 
ural instinct  of  talent  began  to  assert  itself; 
and  the  )'oii]ig  uian,  in  whose  veins  ran  the 
blood  of  a  peo|)le  in  whom  ]o\'e  of  t'olor  and 
harmony  and  lieautv  is  inherent,  decided  to 
take  up  ])ortrait  [lainting  as  a  professi(jn. 
This  \-ocation  he  has  followed  since  11^44,  and 
the  keen  pleasure  he  takes  in  his  work  is  a 
warrant  of  its  success.  The  villagers  are 
justly  jMoud  of  their  native  artist,  and  many 
specimens  of  his  skill  adorn  their  homes.  Mr. 
Stebbins  also  jiossesses  a  genius  for  mechanics, 
and  has  patented  a  sewing  machine  of  his  own 
imention,  and  lias  a  shoj)  and  tools  in  his 
house,  where  he  amuses  himself  with  cunning 
handiwork. 

In  1N43  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elenor 
(iriggs,  a  daughter  of  i'hilip  (iriggs.  Miss 
Gri""gs  was  born  in  I'ike,  wheie  her  father  was 
an  early  settler.  .She  was  one  of  a  family  of 
ten  children;  and  both  of  her  parents  died  in 
the  \illage  where  the  years  of  her  childhood, 
girlhood,  and  marrietl  life  have  been  passeil. 
Mr.  Carlos  L.  Stebbins  is  an  Odd  I-'ellowand 
a  Mason,  having  filled  high  offices  in  both 
orders.  He  is  a  teacher  of  painting  in  the 
Pike  Seminary,  and  was,  until  his  recent 
resignation.  President  of  the  State  Hank  of 
Pike,  of  which  he  still  is  a  Director.  His 
home  is  about  one  mile  south  of  the  village 


where  he  has  li\'ed  for  almost  si.\ty  years.  A 
gentleman  o[  superi(ii'  mental  endowments, 
blameless  morals,  and  pleasing  social  cpnli- 
ties,  Mr.  .Stebbins  staiuls  high  in  the  estima- 
tion of  his  fellow-citi/ens. 


\V"A;/1I.L1AM  P.  LOW,  a  thriving  farmer 
in  the  Cienesee  \alle)',  was  burn  in 
(  )\ id,  Seneca  Count)',  on  the 

fifteenth  tlay  of  October,  i(S23.  His  father, 
darret  Low,  was  born  in  Middlesex  Coimt}', 
New  Jersc)',  to  wliich  State  his  grandfather, 
Aln'aham  Low,  came  from  German).  It  is 
supposed,  however,  that  the  Low  family  is  (jf 
Ln>;iish  descent;  for  tradition  saws  that  its  an- 
cestors  tied  from  Lngland  to  (Germany  in  order 
to  secure  religious  liberty.  Two  or  three 
generations  of  the  Low  family  were  born  in 
Ciermany  before  Abraham  Low  emigrated  to 
America.  About  the  time  of  the  ojiening  of 
the  present  century  he  removed  with  his  family 
from  New  Jersey  to  the  town  of  (J\  id,  X. 
The  journey  was  made  overland,  lukI  was  a 
long  and  toilsome  one,  the  roads  being  j)Oor 
and  the  teams  not  being  cai)able  of  furnishing 
rapid  transit.  Mr.  Low  bought  an  extensive 
tract  of  unimproved  land  in  Ovid,  and  resided 
there  for  the  rest  of  his  days,  dying  at  the  good 
old  age  of  ninety.  Abraham  Low  was  twice 
married,  and  reared  fi\e  sons  and  one  daughter. 

()ne  of  the  sons,  Garret,  above  named,  was 
very  )-oung  when  his  parents  came  to  this 
State.  He  receivetl  wliat  was  deemed  a  good 
education  in  those  early  days,  and  he  intended 
to  ado])t  the  tailor's  trade;  but,  although  he 
learned  it,  lie  found  it  inexpedient  to  follow 
it,  on  account  of  failing  health.  He  went  to 
Allegany  County  in  I1SJ4,  bought  a  tract  ijf 
wild  land,  and  set  earnestly  to  wurk  to  lender 
it  tit  for  culti\'ation.  Ot  course  that  was  no 
light  task.  The  timlier  was  of  positixeh'  no 
\alue,  and  the  felled  trees  were  destroyed  by 
fire  as  soon  as  they  were  dry  enough  to  burn. 
Their  si/e  was  so  great  and  the  mechanical 
aids  were  so  lew  that  no  man  could  do  much  ol 
aii\ thing  alone  alter  he  had  Idled  the  timlu'r; 
so  the  neighbors  used  to  co-oi)erate,  and  make 
l)ractical  application  of  the  principle,  "In 
union  is  strength." 
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Garret  Low  lived  in  Allegany  County  seven 
years.  Then  he  came'  to  (ieneseo,  and  rented 
land  till  1^49.  lie  then  went  to  Delavan, 
Wis.,  and  iesitle<l  tliere  for  the  rest  of  his 
days,  reaching"  the  i^miocI  old  age  of  eighty- 
eight.  Tile  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  mother 
of  tlie  sul)ject  of  this  sketcli,  was  l.ana  Tost. 
.Slie  was  a  native  of  X'iiginia,  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Cornelius  ami  Jane  ((juick)  Post.  Mrs. 
Carret  Low  was  almost  as  long-lived  as  her 
hushancl,   she  d\  ing  at  the  age  of  eighty. 

William  P.  Low  was  but  an  infant  when  his 
parents  remo\'ed  to  Allegany  County.  His 
education,  which  was  there  begun  in  the  pio- 
neer sch(H)ls,  was  subsequently  advanced  by 
atteiKlance  at  the  schools  in  Li\'ingston 
Count)-.  1  le  was  married  at  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  on  \o\'ember  13,  1N45,  his  bride  being 
IMiss  Prudence  A.  Inillei',  who  was  born  in 
Axon,  on  the  farm  on  which  she  now  resides. 
Mr.  and  AIrs.  Low  began  their  married  life  in 
the  central  part  of  (}ro\-eland,  where  he  rented 
a  farm  of  about  four  hundred  acres.  Then  he 
operated  the  l-\dler  homestead  farm  one  year, 
and  next  carried  on  a  three-hundred-acre  farm 
for  a  year.  After  that  he  went  on  what  may 
be  called  a  sort  of  "exploiang  expedition"; 
for  he  occu])ied  some  se\en  months  in  the  in- 
spection of  lands  in  the  .States  of  Michigan, 
Illinois,  and  Missouri.  Ketui'ning  to  Avon, 
he  rented  lands  for  a  period,  and  finally  pur- 
chased the  l'"uller  homestead,  a  farm  of  thirty- 
eight  acres,  where  lie  has  since  remained. 
This  farm  is  located  in  the  Cicnesee  \'alley, 
three  miles  from  A\on  and  fi\e  miles  from 
Gcneseo.  .Since  adopting  it  as  his  permanent 
home  Mr.  Low  has  bought  one  hundred  and 
seven  acres  of  adjoining  lerrilor)-. 

He  and  his  wife  are  nearly  of  the  same  age, 
she  ha\  ing  been  boi  11  ( )ctobei'  Jijtli  of  the  year 
following  his  biith.  lier  lather,  Joel  Fuller, 
was  born  in  Coimect icut  ;  and  her  grandfather, 
Llijah  l'"uller,  was  born  in  the  same  State, 
but  finally  came  to  Cicneseo,  from  whence  he 
removed  to  Axon,  where  he  died  at  a  ripe  old 
age.  The  maiden  name  ot  his  wife  was  Abi- 
gail Kellogg.  Joel  l''uller,  father  of  Mrs. 
Low,  was  rearetl  and  man  ied  in  Connecticut, 
and  came  to  \ew  ^'ork  .State,  accompanied  by 
his    wile,    three   children,    antl    his  parents. 


They  made  the  journey  overland  with  an  ox 
team  and  a  horse,  hi  inging  with  them  all  their 
worldly  goods. 

Joel  h'uller  bought  a  ti-acl  of  partially 
cleareil  laml  in  Axon,  and  the  family  look  up 
their  abotle  in  the  log  house  in  which  Mrs. 
Low  was  born.  Thcie  were  then  no  idilioatls 
and  no  canals,  and  but  wry  poor  country  roads. 
Carriages  wei'e  conspicumis  b\-  their  absence, 
and  women  as  well  as  men  did  theii'  tra\ellin<r 
on  horseback  and  in  lumber  teams.  Mrs. 
Low's  mother  used  to  cartl  and  spin,  and  not 
only  that,  but  also  to  weaxe  the  fabric  out  of 
which  she  made  her  children's  clothing.  Joel 
P'uUer  died  in  lN2(),  at  the  age  of  foi'ty-nine. 
PLs  wife  surx  ix'ed  him  many  years,  and  ])assed 
away  at  the  age  of  eightx-two.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Mehitable  Spinks,  and  she  was  b\- 
birth  a  daughter  of  Connecticut. 

In  William  P.  Low  and  Prudence  A.  Low 
may  be  f(.)und  a  "  hai)[)y  couj^le  "  in  the  truest 
sense  of  the  term.  'I'hey  haxe  lived  together 
nearly  half  a  century,  cheered  and  strengthened 
by  that  mutual  respect  and  mutual  affection 
which  betoken  a  true  "union";  and  it 
scarcely  needs  to  be  added  that  thex'  ha\e  a 
high  standing  in  the  communit)-  of  xvhich  the)' 
are  members. 


'OHN  L:  SC(J  r  r,  a  most  estimable  citi- 
zen of  (leneseo,  Livingston  Count)', 
X.^'.,  and  a  self-made  man,  xvas  born 
of  Scotch  ancestr)-  in  County  Antrim, 
Ireland.  His  great-grandfather,  George  Scott, 
was  a  native  of  Dumfriesshire,  Scotland,  and  a 
follower  of  William  IH.,  Prince  of  Orange. 
He  serxed  the  prince  thrinigh  his  memorable 
campaign  in  Ireland,  and  was  the  reci])ient  of 
a  farm  in  Cornlx'  Antrim,  xxhcre  he  passed  the 
reniaintler  of  his  life.  I'he  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  xvas  Maria  Crawford. 

William  Scott,  son  of  (Jeorge,  inherited  his 
father's  estate,  and  was  a  life-long  lesident  of 
County  Antrim.  He  married  Marx'  Kyle,  who 
was  also  of  .Scotch  ancestry,  but  a  natix'e  of 
Count)'  Antrim.  They  were  both  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  clun-(h.  Jaiiios  Scott,  their 
son,  succeeded  his  father  in  the  ownership  of 
the  estate,  and  remained  at  the  place  of  his 
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birth  duriiii;-  his  entire  life.  He  married 
Ann  Laii;^iilin,  who  was  born  in  County  An- 
trim, (if  wliich  her  fatlier,  John  Lau^hlin,  was 
a  native;  hut  lii^^  fatlier,  John  Lauyiilm,  Sr., 
was  a  Scotclunan,  wIki  ix-moxeil  to  Ireland,  and 
there  became  an  extensive  land  owner,  at  one 
time  pos-,essin^  the  entire  town  of  Gara  X'aghy. 
lie  spent  his  last  \ears  in  Ireland.  11  is  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mehadden,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Scotland.  Their  son  Jnhn  succeeded 
to  tlie  owner^hi])  of  one-half  of  the  estate,  and 
continued  to  i\'side  uj)on  it  until  his  decease. 
The  estate  is  still  in  possession  of  his  descentl- 
ants.  lames  Scott  and  his  wife  were  l)oth 
life-loiiL;  residents  of  County  vXntrim,  antl  they 
reared  nine  ehildren.  Cf  these  the  only  ones 
who  came  to  America  were  John  L.  and  his 
sister  Ann.  Tlie  latter  married  Mr.  Jennings, 
and  settled  in  Michigan,  wliere  she  died. 

J(jhn  I..  .Scott  abandonetl  the  parental  roof  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  \ears  for  the  purpose  of 
embracing  the  man\-  advantages  offered  by  the 
broad  and  ra]Mdl\-  growing  rej^ublic  of  the 
West  t(^  the  \oung  men  of  his  native  land. 
He  had  been  carefully  reared  by  his  loving 
parents;  and,  with  the  principles  of  morality 
firmly  instilled  in  his  nature,  he  started  out 
for  himself,  fidl\-  determined  to  win  the  battle 
of  life.  He  sLiiled  from  Helfast  to  I.iverpo(j|, 
and  there  embarked  upon  the  ship  "(Jnward." 
He-  huuled  at  Xew  \'ork,  June  ii,  1IS5:;,  and 
from  there  came  tlirect  to  (jcneseo.  In  the 
month  of  August  he  commenceil  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  miller;  and,  after  serving  an  ajv 
prenticeship  of  foui'  vears,  during  which  time 
he  attended  schocd  at  \'ork  Centre  two  months, 
he  was  jjlaced  in  chaige  of  a  mill.  In  1  <S6o 
he  went  to  \'ork,  and  operated  a  mill  there 
until  1866,  and  then  returned  to  Geneseo  and 
opened  a  mill  on  his  own  account.  He  con- 
tinued to  conduct  a  successful  business  until 
1885,  when  he  was  elected  Su]X'ri ntendent  of 
the  Livingston  Count)'  Home  for  the  Poor. 
He  was  re-elected  in  1S88,  and  again  m  1891, 
after  which  he  declined  to  stand  for  another 
re-election. 

Mr.  Scott  was  married  in  1861  to  Miss 
Mary  Jane  Jamison,  wlio  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Ynvk,  daughter  of  Hugh  aufl  Jane  Jamison. 
'I'hey  ha\-e  reared  eight  children — Helen  J., 


Mary  H. ,  James  A.,  Ann  L. ,  (ie(jrge  G. ,  S. 
Clara,    John    J.,    arul    Walter  The  two 

\itungest  are  students,  all  the  others  being 
giaduates,  of  the  noiarial  school.  Mai'\'  was  a 
teacher  lor  live  \ears  [)ie\  ious  to  her  maridage 
to  iJr.  George  Cutter.  .She  died  at  the  age  of 
tw  ent\  -ti\  e. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  and  their  childreii  are 
all  mend)ers  ot  the  Presb\tei'ian  chLuch.  Mr. 
Scott's  career  again  reminds  us  of  the  x'alue  ol 
the  sturd\'  .Scotch  element  in  the  population  of 
our  countr}-.  Hi.sfi.\ed  determination  to  snc- 
ceetl,  which  he  entertained  at  the  time  of  his 
advent  in  America,  has  been  fid]\-  |-ealizcd; 
and,  though  his  native  soil  loses  an  upiight, 
high-minded,  and  intelligent  citizen,  the  I'.m- 
l)ire  .State  has  won  the  same,  and  is  proud  of 
its  acquisition.  Mr.  .Scott  is  a  ke]jublican 
in  jjolitics,  and  a  stanch  suppoiler  ol  the  prin- 
ciples upheld  bv  that  part). 


-i)  LoCKWOOl)  11L-W1:R,  attorney- 
at-law  in  Wai'saw,  W)-oming  Count\-, 
.\'.\'.,  was  boin  in  this  village  on 
A|)ril  28,  1S4J.  He  is  a  descend- 
ant of  h'ertlinando  'I  haver,  who  emigrated 
li'om  Lngland  to  .America  about  16^0  oi'  16^3, 
and  setlkil,  with  other  Lnglish  colonists,  in 
liiciintree,    Mass.  Jaiuiarv    14,    i();2,  he 

was  married  to  iluUlah  llavvvard,  of  I5raintiee. 
He  movetl  alter  his  father's  death  to  a  new 
[jlantation  called  Mendon  ;  and,  being  ])os- 
sessed  ol  consideralile  wealth  tor  thai  (lei  iod, 
he  was  ,ible  to  give  e,uh  of  his  sons  ,1  faiui, 
.Several  ot  ihem  became  extensive  land  ovv  iuas. 
j-'erdinando  Thaver  lived  to  be  nearlv  ninety 
years  old,  and  died  in  1 71 3. 

Mr.  L.  Lockwood  'rha)er's  great-grand- 
father, Gideon  Thayer,  a  great-grandson  of 
Cai)tain  Th(jmas,  son  of  lA-rd i nando  and  Hul- 
dah  Tha)-er,  was  l)orn  in  1733,  in  .Smithtield, 
R.I.,  in  which  p\-ACQ  he  married  Miss  .Meribah 
Wilcox,  January  10,  1776.  He  was  a  soldier 
(hu'ing  the  Revol ut ioiiai v  War,  and  was  one 
ol  the  tirst  who  leceived  ,1  pension.  His 
hatred  to  the  Tories  w,is  ver)-  bitter,  and  it  is 
related  ot  him  that,  when  eight)'  ye.irs  (dd,  he 
administereel  a  caning  to  one  of  the  obnoxious 
party.     After  ])eace  was  declared,   he  settled 
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in  ().s\vc;j;o,  .\,\'.,  and  from  there  came  to 
Lima,  where  he  died  a^ed  eighty-four  years. 

Wilhird  1  ha\er,  saw  ol  dideon,  was  horn  in 
i7iS4,  and  eame  to  Wyoming  County,  New 
\'ork,  in  1807.  lie  was  married  twice,  his 
first  wife  heing  Miss  Ph(ehe  Harris,  ^s■ho  was 
the  motlier  nf  four  eliildien-  Isaac;  Linus 
W.  ;  ^L^ry ;  and  Isiael,  wlio  was  accidentally 
drcjwnetl  in  the  .M  issi ssipjii  Ri\  er  in  early 
)outh.  Tile  sceoml  Mrs.  'I'liaNcr  was,  hefore 
marriage,  Reheeea  Thomas.  ( )f  the  seven 
children  .she  bore  her  luishaiul,  (Jiily  one,  Will- 
iam I-".,  is  now  li\ing.  Mrs.  Rebecca  Thayer 
died  March  12,  1S17,  aged  twent)'-eight. 
Iler  husband  li\ed  to  tlie  age  of  seventy-nine, 
dving  on  Maich  23,  1N62.  He  was  an  arbiter 
and  counsellor  among  the  farmers  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, who  had  great  faith  in  his  judgment 
and  im]jartiality. 

His  son,  Cjcueral  Linus  W.  Thayer,  was 
born  in  Gaines\ille,  Wyoming  County,  May 
23,  1811,  and  marrietl  <  »ctober  28,  1 840, 
Miss  Cai'idine  Matilda  Lockwood,  whose  birth 
date  was  the  twelfth  da)'  of  January,  1823. 
There  were  se\en  children  born  of  this  mar- 
riage, all  of  whom  weie  daughters  e.xcept 
Linus  Lockw(jod,  llie  subject  i>i  this  sketch; 
and  lie  ami  his  sistei"  ITorence,  wlio  lives  with 
him,  are  the  onl\'  surxixurs.  (ieneral  Linus 
\V.  'Tha)ei-  was  admiltetl  to  practise  law  in 
18^9,  and  moxetl  to  Warsaw  in  1841,  winning 
and  holding  a  posit  ion  among  the  law)'ers  of 
his  eount\'  and  of  Western  New  \'ork,  working 
ill  his  chosen  protession,  the  |)eer  of  his  ablest 
associates,  for  hft\-three  \'ears,  the  last  week 
of  his  life  preparing  for  an  argument  in  the 
Court  nf  .Appeals,  and  d\ing  in  the  harness, 
August  6,  1892,  at  the  age  ot  eight)--one 
vears.  He  IkkI  an  unfailing  funtl  of  humor. 
He  was  direct  and  earnest,  sometimes  blunt  in 
e.xpression,  but  kiiul  al  heart.  His  success  in 
his  ]:)rofession  is  explained  \)\  his  lo\e  for  it, 
and  in  the  last  analysis  it  appears  to  have 
l)een  laigeh'  due  to  his  rare  common  sense. 
Xo  niie  <if  his  aiKestors,  in  a  tlirect  line  for 
fi\-e  general  ions,  dice!  under  the  age  of  se\'enty- 
si.\  yeais.  His  father  died  at  se\'enty-eight, 
his  grandfather  at  eighty-four,  a  more  remote 
ancestor  at  ninet\'.  He  was  commissioned  in 
1838   1)\    (hi\ernor   Marc)'  as    ^Lajor    in  the 


Twenty-sixth  Regiment  of  Xew  York  Cavalry, 
and  in  1839  commissioned  as  Colonel  by  Gov- 
ernor .Seward,  wlm  in  1841  commissioned  him 
as  J5rigadier  general.  When  the  plnsician 
at  his  bedside,  near  tlie  end,  iiu|uired,  "How 
do  \'ou  feel,  (ieneral.'"  he  replied,  "I  feel 
like  an  honest  man. 

After  all  that  may  be  said  of  his  attain- 
ments, of  his  abilit\',  of  his  courage,  of  his 
power,  of  his  success,  it  also  deser\-es  to  be 
said  of  Linus  Warner  Tha\ei"  that  he  was,  and 
he  might  Icel  like,  that  "noblest  work  of 
Ciod,''  an  Imnest  man.  His  m()ti\es  and  his 
methods  ol  piditical  work  were  always  manl)' 
and  free  from  h}pocris)'  or  indirection.  What 
he  did  to  assure  the  m)mination  of  Grover 
Cleveland  for  the  oihce  of  Governor  of  Xew 
York  is  well  known.  The  newspapers  and 
many  sagaeious  observers  at  the  time  recog- 
nized the  ethcient  work  which  he  cliil  in  mak- 
ing that  nomination  [;cissible.  In  a  letter 
received  from  Mr.  Cle\eland  to  tlie  chairman 
of  the  meuKjrial  meeting  of  the  W)oming 
Count)-  bar,  he  sa}s,  "His  death  cannot  but 
be  a  very  gieat  loss  to  the  comnumit\'  in  which 
he  li\ed,  and  cannot  but  be  sincerel)'  mourned 
b)  all  those  who  ai'e  fortunate  enuugh  to  claim 
his  friendship. 

Mr.    L.    Liiekwood    Thayer,    wIkj,   like  his 
I  father,  has  followed  the  legal  profession,  grad- 
j  uated  from  the  Waisaw  Academy  at  twent)'. 
I  Lie   had  been  reatling    law   prexiousl)'  in  his 
father's   office  ;  but,  alter   lea\  ing   school,  he 
put  himself  under  tlie  tuition  nf  Mr.   A.   1 ). 
T)itmars,    of    Xew    \'ork,    Xn.    61  Williams 
Street.      This  gentleman,  who  is  still  in  prac- 
tice there,    must   lia\e   been   a   LDmpeteiit  in- 
strucliii  ;  tor  in  i8()r)  Mr.    Thawi  was  culmitted 
j  to  thi'  bar  atlei'  standing  a  rigid  e.vamination 
j  from  J  udges  Gro\-er,  Dav  is,  and  Mai-\  in.  Mr. 
'Tha\'er  entered   partnership   with    his  father, 
which  was  dissol\-ed  onl\'  with  the  death  of  the 
latter. 

On  the  I3lh  of  October,  i8(')8,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Thuma  llurlburt,  a 
daughter  uf  Julius  C.  and  Hointln-  (Ames) 
llurlburt,  both  deceased.  Mis.  Tha\er  has 
two  own  and  two  hall-l)rothers  li\ing,  one  of 
whom,  Mr.  llerschel  Hurllnirt,  is  foreman  of 
I  the   ])rinting-ofliee   of    the   W\-oming  CountN' 
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Times.  I'lirce  cliiUlicn  were  born  to  bless 
and  sanctit\  tliis  union:  Blanche  L. ,  "a  fair 
<^irl  f;ra(luatc,  ' '  (ino  ol  the  most  popular  antl 
attiacti\'c  }oun;;  uonicn  in  Warsaw,  just  re- 
tnrnctl  with  hii;h  honors  from  Wellesley 
College;  L.  ClintDU,  a  student  at  Kcjchester 
Business  (."olle_L;e;  and  Maud,  a  winsome  little 
maiden  uf  thirteen.  Air.  'rha)'er  is  a  Democrat 
in  jjolitics.  lie  was  appointed  Postmaster  in 
IcS88  under  President  C'lexeland,  and  filled  the 
office  under  llairison.  lie  is  a  Master  Mason, 
and  also  an  ( )dd  h'ellow,  belonging  to  Crystal 
Salt  Lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Otld 
l'~el  lows. 


IIJJAAI  KRy\MKR,  a  veteran  of 
the  Ci\  il  War,  merchant  tailor,  and 
*^  dealer  in  ready-made  clothing  and 
gentlemen's  furnishings  in  Dansville,  was  born 
in  (jcttersbach,  prux  ince  i  lessen  Darmstadt, 
Cjermany,  Jnl\'  31,  1842.  i^ernhardt  Kramer, 
father  of  William,  iecei\ed  his  education  at 
the  schools  of  (leiman)',  and  learned  the  trade 
(jf  a  cooper,  which  he  ftdlowed  in  his  native 
countr\'  until  i>S47,  when  he  came  to  America, 
brinuinu"  his  eldest  son,  Adam,  with  him. 
lie  settled  for  a  time  in  Dansville,  and  worked 
at  his  trade  in  the  sho|)  of  his  brother  John  on 
I'erine  Street.  In  1  S49  he  and  his  son  Adam 
went  to  New  Orleans.  While  there  his  sight 
became  impaired,  and  he  decided  to  return  to 
his  family  in  (lerman)'  for  treatment.  Me 
eventually  ieco\-eretl  his  sight,  and  in  1856 
came  with  his  wife  and  children  to  Dansville, 
where  he  followed  his  trade  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occuired  in  April,  1872,  at  the 
age  of  sevent)'-two. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  Bernhardt 
Kramer  was  l^va  I'llizabeth  Freidel.  She  was 
a  native  of  Clermany,  and  she  and  her  husband 
had  five  children,  asfidlows:  Adam,  who  left 
his  father  at  New  ()rleansand  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, and  theie  died  in  1858;  Catherine, 
who  mairied  Leans  lless,  of  Ottawa,  111.; 
I'^ed  ;  (icorge;  and  William,  the  subject  of 
tills  sketch.  The  mother  died  at  Dansville, 
at  the  age  of  sevent)-thrce.  Both  she  and 
her  husband  were  members  of  the  German 
Lutheran  clunch. 


William  Kramer  came  to  Dansxille  at  the 
age  of  fourteen.  I  lis  education  had  ended  in 
(lermany,  and  lie  theieiore  comnieiicetl  work- 
ing with  liis  lalhei'  in  the  cooper-shop.  In 
1857  he  entered  the  emplo)'  of  James  Krein,  a 
grocer,  as  clerk,  I'emaining  thiee  }ears,  and 
then  filled  a  like  ])osition  in  the  emplo)'  of 
Milton  J.  I'uffei',  the  clothier.  Messrs.  Kel- 
logg lis:  Xaies  purchased  the  stock  of  Mr. 
I'utfei'  in  1861,  and  Mr,  Kramer  remained  with 
them  until  August,  1862.  11  is  patriotism  and 
lo\'e  fcjr  his  adopted  countr\'  made  him  enlist 
as  pri\'ate  in  Comi)any  K,  One  llLuidred  and 
Thirtieth  Regiment  of  New  \'ork  Infantr)', 
serving  as  such  until  the  summei'  of  1863, 
when  the  regiment,  through  infiuence  of  its 
colonel,  Alfred  Cilis,  were  mounted  and 
united  witli  the  ca\alr)'  forces  of  the  Potomac, 
antl  thereafter  known  as  the  hirst  New 
York  Diagoons.  Mr.  Kramer  was  promoted 
to  Corporal  in  1862,  to  Sergeant  in  1863,  and 
to  Sergeant-major  in  1865.  I  le  was  wounded 
on  the  10th  of  May,  1864,  at  Beax  er  Dam  Sta- 
tion, Va. ,  by  a  minie  ball,  which  necessitated 
his  confinement  in  hospital  for  si.v  weeks. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  ser\-ice  at 
Cloud's  Mills,  \'a. ,  in  July,  1865,  the  war 
being  ended,  he  returnetl  to  Dansville,  and 
accepted  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  clothing 
store  of  b'ritz  Durr,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  the  sjiring  of  1872.  Mr.  Kramei'  ne.\t 
formed  a  copartnership  with  his  brothei"  b'red, 
and  established  a  clothing  business  in  the 
Krein  Block,  under  the  firm  name  of  William 
Kramer  &  Brother,  said  rtini  remaining  in 
business  until  1886.  William  Kramer  then 
purchased  his  brother's  interest,  and  continued 
the  business  until  1893,  when  he  admitted  his 
son  I'^red  as  a  partner,  the  firm  being  now 
William  Kramer  &  Son.  They  carr\'  a  full 
line  ol  read)-made  clothing  and  gentlemen's' 
furnishings.  A  custom  tailoring  depaitment, 
under  the  management  of  his  son  Cail,  is  a 
great  addition  to  the  business. 

Mr.  Kramer  marrietl  Margaret  Ilubei,  a  na- 
tive of  Dansville,  whose  father  was  a  farmer, 
and  came  to  Western  New  \'ork  inan\'  \ears 
ago  from  Cierman)'.  Mrs.  Kramer  is  the 
mother  of  si.x  children,  namely;  Marv  Iv ,  who 
married   LdwartI   C.    Schwingle,   a   dealer  in 
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hardware  and  farming  implements  at  Dans- 
viiie,  and  who  has  one  chiUl  named  Margaret; 
]'"red  L.  ;  Carl  li.  ;  William;  and  J-"lorine. 
William  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  a 
twin  sister  at  the  age  of  three  montiis.  The 
children  were  educated  at  the  jnihlic  schools  of 
Dans\ille.  l'"retl  also  attended  the  normal 
school  at  (ieneseo,  and  both  he  and  Carl  15. 
attended  the  business  college  at  Rochester. 

Mr.  Kramer  is  a  mcmbei  ot  I'hceni.x  Lodge, 
No.  115,  A.  &  A.  M.,  Canaseraga  Lodge, 
No.  123,  Lulependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  of  Ro)al  Arch  Cluqjtei',  94,  and  lias 

been  Commander  of  Seth  X.  Hedges  Pcjst, 
Grand  Army  ni  the  Republic,  for  three  )'ears, 
ami  (Jfficer  c;f  the  Day  for  se\eral  years.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  ]^oard  of  I'Iducation 
for  several  )'ears,  as  well  as  V'ice-I^resident  of 
the  Merchants'  and  l'"armers'  National  ]^ank, 
and  has  served  tlie  public  in  various  stations, 
from  Corp(jration  Clerk  to  Supervisor.  Having 
been  identified  with  niLUiy  matters  of  interest 
to  the  general  conimintil}',  besides  being  closely 
attenti\e  to  his  (jwn  pri\ate  affairs,  he  has 
faithfully  tlischarged  the  duties  of  the  different 
jjositions  of  public  trust  which  ha\'e  fallen  to 
him,  with  both  credit  to  himself  and  his  con- 
stituents. 

A  portrait  u{  this  patriotic,  eminently  use- 
ful, and  highly  esteemeil  citizen  meets  the 
eye  ot  the  reader  on  another  page. 


(s7YI^1''>^ANDHR  HUSTON,  an  extensive 
farmer  of  Geneseo,  Li\  ingston  Ccnmt)', 
X.W,  faxorably  known  in  these 
parts,  is  a  nati\e  of  Comity  Antrim, 
Ireland,  where  he  was  born  in  h'ebrLiary,  I1S20. 
His  father,  Da\'id  Huston,  and  his  grand- 
father, Thomas  Hust(jn,  were  natives  of  the 
same  cfjunty,  tlie  latter  being  of  Scotch  ances- 
try and  a  weaver  by  trade.  David  Huston  ac- 
quired the  calling  of  his  ])rogenitor  at  tlie 
period  when  all  the  looms  were  operated  by 
hand,  following  that  occupation  a  part  (;f  the 
time,  the  remainder  being  sjjent  in  tilling  the 
soil,  until  the  year  1S4S:,  when  he  came  to 
America  tn  j^ass  his  declining  years  with  his 
children.  He  died  at  Geneseo,  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eight} -five  )ears.     David  Huston's 


wife  was  Jarie  Kiikuood,  of  County  Antrim, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Alexander) 
Kiikwood.  llei'  famil)'  were  ako  of  Scotch 
ancestr)-.  .She  dicil  at  the  age  of  se\'enty-one 
years,  ha\'ing  gi\en  biith  to  seven  children; 
namel)',  Thomas,  James,  i\le\ander,  Jane, 
JJa\  id,  William,  and  Mar)'.  Thomas  still  le- 
sides  at  the  old  homestead  in  Ireland;  while 
all  the  rest  came  to  America,  where  James  and 
Ahiry  ha\e  since  died.  Da\id  and  Alexandei", 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  being  residents  of 
Geneseo. 

Ale.\andei'  Hust(jn  was  a  wea\er  himself  in 
his  \-ounger  days,  and  followed  that  calling 
until  1846,  when  he,  in  c(jmpany  with  two  of 
his  brothers,  emigrated  to  America,  leavinsj' 
Belfast,  ALirch  28,  for  Li\"erpo(jl,  where  they 
embarked  on  a  sailing-vessel,  landing  in  New 
York  the  se\-enth  day  of  May.  He  came 
directl)'  t(j  Geneseo  b\-  the  wa\'  of  the  Hudson 
River  to  All;any,  and  thence  b\-  the  Li'ie  and 
Genesee  Canals.  I-'or  a  time  he  worked  for 
nionthl}-  wages,  but  ere  long  he  began  life  for 
himself  upcjn  rented  land.  He  continued  in 
this  manner  until  able  to  purchase  a  small 
tract  of  fi\-e  acres  foi-  himself.  ]''i-om  this 
small  beginning  he  rapidl}-  ro.-,e  in  ]irosperity, 
steadily  adding  to  his  landed  i)ossessions, 
which  at  the  jiresent  time  annunit  to  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  acres,  nearly  all  of  which 
is  uiuler  the  highest  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Huston  married  Sarah  McDill,  of 
Count)'  Antrim,  Ireland,  who,  like  himself,  is 
of  sturd)'  .Scotch  ancestiy;  and  five  children 
have  been  born  to  them  ;  namely,  Alexander 
N.,  Jennie  J.,  Agnes  J.,  .Mina  J.,  ami  Sarah 
A.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huston  ha\e  the  highest 
res|ject  and  esteem  of  their  fel low-t(nvnsnien, 
anil  richly  deserxe  the  abundant  pros[)eiity 
which  they  have  so  laboiiously  acciuired. 
I  hey  are  enjo)'ing  the  jieace  and  contentment 
of  a  moral  and  religious  life,  Mrs.  Huston 
being  a  member  of  the  HajJtist  church. 


•  LIAM  IU':A'I'TV  W()0STI-:R  is 
a  ])rominent  resident  of  the  town  of 
Leicester,  Livingston  County,  N.  \'. 
His  birthplace,  however,  was  in  Schenectady 
Count)-;    and    his    birthda\'    was  Chiistmas, 
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1828,  when  Andrew  Jackson's  triumph  over 
John  Ouincv  .Adams  was  tlelightin<^  the  Demo- 
cratic ])art\'. 

It  is  tliought  that  liis  (grandfather,  Reuben 
W'ooster,  was  born  in  Danbury,  Conn.,  a  de- 
scendant of  one  of  four  i>n)tliers  who  came  from 
I'2ngland  in  llie  eaii}'  C(ih)nial  days.  Reuben 
removetl  from  Conncclicut  to  Dutchess  County, 
New  \'ork,  and  tinall}'  settled  in  Duanesburg, 
Schenectady  Count)',  where  he  spent  the  rest 
of  his  days,  working  at  his  trade  of  taih)r. 
He  had  a  son,  William  Ward  W'ooster,  whcj 
was  born  in  lJutchess  County  on  the  first  day 
of  balnn  June,  in  the  fust  year  of  this  century, 
but  grew  u|)  in  Duanesburg,  and  there  lived 
till   1833,   when  thirt\-three  years  okl. 

William  W.  anti  his  wife  then  went  to 
Rochester  via  the  livic  Canal,  and  thence 
came  to  Li\ingNton  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased (jf  David  She])ard  the  place  known  as 
the  Granger  furm,  located  five  miles  from 
Geneseo  and  four  miles  fiom  Mount  Morris. 
On  that  farm  he  dietl,  in  1855;  and  his  re- 
mains lie  in  the  church)'ard  of  the  I'nited 
Presbyterian  church  of  Covington.  His  wife 
was  Marion  .Milroy,  a  native  of  Princetown, 
Schenectadv  County,  a  daughter  of  Anthony 
]\Iilro\-,  who  came  fi'om  .Scotland.  The  grand- 
father, John  Milrov,  also  came  from  Scotland, 
in  the  very  first  \ear  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, 1775,  antl  became  one  of  the  Princetown 
pioneers  when  thi^  settlement  was  known  as 
Currie's  I^ush.  lie  once  li\ed  on  the  site  of 
the  old  capitol  in  the  city  of  Albany;  but  his 
later  )ears  were  passed  in  the  town  of  New 
Scotland,  Albany  County.  Mrs.  Marion 
Wooster  outl  i\  ed  hei'  husband,  and  died  aged 
seventy-five,  ha\ing  rearetl  three  children  — 
Jane  Ann,  William  Heatty,  and  Anthou)'  Mil- 
roy W'ooster.  Jane  is  now  the  widow  of  Hugh 
D.  McCall,  and  resides  in  Woodward,  la. 
Anthony  Milioy  died  June  25,  1888. 

William  Heatl\-  W'ooster  was  very  young 
when  his  jKirents  came  to  I,i\'ingston  County. 
He  fiist  attended  the  district  school,  but  later 
went  to  the  lemple  Hill  .Academy.  He  re- 
maineil  with  his  parents  till  he  was  eighteen, 
and  then  settled  on  the  farm  he  now  owns 
by  inheritance  from  his  uncle,  Mr.  William 
Beatty.     It  is  a  beautiful  place  in  the  Genesee 


\alley,  five  miles  from  the  village  of  Geneseo, 
and  four  miles  from  Moimt  Morris.  In  addi- 
tion to  general  farming,  he  has  of  late  \ears 
been  engaged  in  the  produce  business  with 
Dorus  TlKjmpMin,  in  Moscow.  In  1856,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-eight,  he  was  married  to  Mar- 
garet Jane  Giffoj-d,  of  Princetown,  daughter  of 
William  Giiforel  and  Catherine  W'ingate.  The 
W'oosters  ha\-e  four  children:  Jane  Anthum-, 
born  in  1857;  (ieorge  Pradshaw,  born  in  l83t;; 
William  (i.,  Ijoin  in  186;;  and  Peattv,  born 
in  1867.  Mr.  William  P).  W'ooster  is  a  Trus- 
tee and  Plder  in  the  Cnited  Presbyterian 
church.  As  a  Re|)ublican  he  has  filled  \arious 
offices  ol  tiaist,  ha\-ing  served  se\en  terms  as 
a  member  of  the  count}'  Board  of  Super\-isors, 
and  later  as  Sheriff,  to  which  post  he  was 
elected  in  the  centennial  )ear.  Well  has  it 
been  written  — 

"No  grace  is  more  necessar)-  to  the  Chris- 
tian workei-  than  fidel it)'  -  -  the  humble  grace 
that  marches  on  in  sun>hiiie  and  storm,  when 
no  banners  are  waving  and  there  is  no  music 
to  cheer  the  \\ear\'  feet.  " 


/      icoRGh:  milp:s  palmp:r,  m.d. 

V  ST  Whether  it  helps  or  hinders,  heredity 
is  a  formati\e  infiuence  in  e\er\' char- 
acter. Obserx'ation  and  .Scri|jture  teach  this, 
though  Mr.  Depew  is  reported  to  ha\'e  said  of 
Lincoln  that  he  "did  not  lepresent  heredit\', 
for  he  had  none."  The  influence  of  heretlity 
is  iKJt  plain  if  we  do  not  interpret  it  fairh'. 
In  the  last  anal)'sis,  ln)we\'er,  it  is  alwa)s  felt. 
.■\  glimpse  of  ancestry  and  sin'roundings,  with 
pei'tinent  tacts  and  sidelights  of  opportiniit\', 
cannot  well  be  left  out,  e\en  in  a  short  sketch 
of  life  and  character.  We  kiiow  them  better 
by  kno'.ing  where  the\  grew.  Mr.  (ames 
sa)'s,  "  We  know  \er)'  little  about  a  talent  till 
we  know  where  it  grew  up." 

It  cannot  be  said  that  a  man  has  lived  m 
\'ain  because  we  cannot  see  an\'  great  oi'  imme- 
diate residt  of  his  life.  To  li\e  up  to  his  o])- 
i:)ortunity,  to  do  what  the  hantl  fintis  to  do,  to 
act  right,  as  it  is  given  him  to  see  the  right  — 
by  this  a  man  riiay  deserve  a  statue  when  a 
vulgar  man  who  ])oses  for  greatness  earns  oidy 
contempt.     We   are    not    considering    one  of 
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Plutarch's  men.     W'e  would  write  fairly  of  the 
career  of  a  man  who  deserves  mention  among' 
those  whi)  li\e  to  a  ])iir|)ose,  thoujj,h  his  esti 
male  of  liimsell  woukl  he  modest  enouij,ii. 

Geortre  Miles  Palmer,  M.l).,  was  horn  at 
Angelica,  then  the  county  seat  of  Allegany 
County,  New  Ynvk,  Octoher  4,  1.S27.  11  is 
father,  John  hlavel  Palmer,  who  was  Sheriff 
of  Cattaraugus  Count)-,  Xcw  \'ork,  in  the  year 
1846,  was  horn  in  Connecticut  in  the  year 
1800.  Ste])hen  Palmer,  the  father  of  John, 
was  horn  and  spent  his  life  in  Connecticut. 
His  lineal  ancestor  was  Walter  Palmer,  a 
stout  Puritan,  who  came  to  .Stonington,  Conn., 
from  Plymouth  Colon\-  in  1653,  haxing  emi- 
grated from  London,  l''.ngknul,  to  Massachu- 
setts Colony  in  1629,  and  mo\-ed  from  there  to 
Plymouth  in  1642. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  the  suhject  of 
this  sketch  was  John  MuUeiuier,  a  Scotchman, 
whose  father  was  dii\'en  from  the  land  of  his 
hirth,  like  many  another  n(jrth-of-the-Tweed 
man  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
hecause  he  fa\ored  the  Stuart  claim  to  the 
Pnglish  throne.  John  Mullender  marrictl 
Catherine  \'an  Winkle,  the  daughter  of  a 
Dutch  hurgher  who  had  settled  in  the  Mohawk 
\'alle)'.  lie  was  Sheriff  of  Allegany  Count}' 
in  1813,  and  wa.s  killed  h}'  a  falling  limh  when 
travelling  on  horsehack  along  the  hridle  path 
that  was  then  the  onh'  highway  from  Ham- 
mondsport  to  .Angelica.  11  is  daughter,  Cath- 
erine Scaffe  Mullender,  wite  ot  John  ¥. 
Palmei',  and  the  mother  of  (ieorge  Milcb 
Palmer,- was  horn  at  Angelica  in  1804.  She 
was  the  first  white  child  horn  in  Allegany 
County.     She  tlied   l)ecemher  21,  1894. 

It  may  he  inferred  from  the  time  and  place 
of  his  hirth,  without  detailed  statement,  that 
\(niiig  Palmer's  o|)p()rt uii it ies  at  school  were 
limited  in  characlei  ami  extent.  lie  had  the 
common-school  instruction  usual  halt  a  century 
ag(j  in  the  lumher  district  ahout  the  head 
waters  of  the  Alleghan)-  River.  I'rom  the  age 
of  thirteen  )ears  he  was  piact ii;al ly  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources.  1  he  ho)'  is  so  far 
"father  of  the  man"  that  it  wnuld  he  difhcult, 
were  it  desirahle,  to  state  in  such  a  case  i)re- 
ciseh'  where  actual  pre|iaration  hegins  for  the 
[)ursuit  which  hnall)'  hecomes  the  chosen  woik 


of  a  successful  life.  'I'iie  hent  of  young 
Palmer's  mind  was  indicated  earl)'.  With  an 
o|)en  si'iise  of  his  oppoi'l uii it  \ ,  \s  heii  he  heard 
of  a  surgical  o])ei'atioii  he  sought  to  w  itness  il, 
sometimes  going  ten  or  twche  miles  tor  this 
purpcjse,  when  other  ho)s  talked  aljout  the 
C(jmiiig'  and  were  sat isfietl  with  the  show  of  a 
tra\'elling  circus.  l)rs.  C<dgi'o\e  ami  .Simeon 
Capron  were  then  surgeons  of  local  prominence 
in  Allegany  and  CattaraugLis  Counties.  These 
ahle  practitioners  took  a  kiiidh'  interest  in  the 
ho)',  and  in  their  jirotessional  woi'k  g'a\e  him 
ohject-lessons  which  proved  a  lormative  influ- 
ence in  his  de\elopment.  An  (dder  hrother, 
the  late  John  Mullender  I'alnier,  who  was 
afterwaiil  a  surgeon  in  the  War  of  the  Rehell- 
i(Mi,  also  helpetl  him. 

Nature  urged  and  directed  his  growirig  amhi- 
tioii,  as  she  alw'a\s  directs  and  inspires  the 
ho)'  who  is  to  make  a  useful  man.  There  were 
ohstacles  in  his  wa)'.  'Phe  manner  of  sur- 
mounting them,  and  the  fact  that  they  were 
surniouiited,  vindicated  the  quality  of  his  man- 
hood, lie  hegan  to  read  niedicine  under  the 
direction  of  his  hrother.  As  an  au.\iliary  and 
a  steijping-stone  to  his  jiroiession,  he  studied, 
and  from  1854  to  1864  he  [)ractised  dentistry, 
for  which  his  mechanical  aptitude  fitteil  him. 
He  attendeil  two  courses  of  medical  lectures  at 
the  Ciii\ersit)'  of  Michigan,  and  afterward  at- 
tended courses  at  Puffalo  Medical  College, 
where  he  graduated  and  received  his  tliidoma 
in  1864.  lie  also  passed  the  si)ecial  examina- 
tion then  recpiired  for  service  as  an  arm)'  sur- 
gecin,  and  was  tiesignated  tor  such  service  w  ith 
ordeis  to  report  at  Peaufort,  \.C.  h'-ight 
years  later  he  attended  a  course  ot  lectures 
at  Hellex'ue  Hospital  Medical  C'ollege,  Xew 
York.  .So  the  purpose  and  amhition  of  his 
ho)'hood  cr)stalli/ed  into  liis  chosen  pursuit. 
His  profession  has  l)een  the  m.Lster  passion  of 
his  life;  and  thirt)'  \'ears  of  active  practice 
have  shown  how  wisely  he  chose,  and  how  well 
he  could  follow  his  calling.  Such  success 
]M'o\es  titness  tor  his  ])i'otession,  and  shows 
that  the  healing  art  or  the  science  ol  surgerv 
is  not  a  more  jealous  mistress  than  he  an 
earnest  ilcMitee.  To  use  .S\iliie\'  .Smith's  apt 
illustration,  his  choice  was  not  a  vain  "at- 
tempt  to  fit  a  round   peg  to  a  square  hole.'' 
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While  this  is  true,  he  has  not  been  so  en- 
<;"r()ssc(l  in  professional  duties  as  to  overlook 
the  (Icniands  ot  citizenship,  ])r.  Palmer  has 
never  been  an  indilleient  spectator  of  political 
events.  lie  i;ives  no  assent  to  the  shalU)\v 
platitutle  of  the  man  who  does  not  vote,  and 
who  helieses  that  the  success  of  the  defeated 
candidate  in  an\'  Presidential  election  of  the 
last  fift)-  year.-i  Wduld  not  have  materially 
affected  the  pros]jerit)'  of  the  countr)'.  Dr. 
Palmer  has  been  a  Republican  from  the  birth 
of  that  party,  ile\oted  to  its  principles,  influ- 
ential in  its  councils,  antl  a  contributor  to  its 
success.  lie  lias  been  Supervisor  of  his  town 
hve  terms.  In  1880  81  and  again  in  1884-85 
he  was  the  repiesentat i ve  of  Wyoming  County 
in  the  State  legislature.  In  the  language  of 
that  da}',  he  was  a  .stalwart.  Personally  he 
was  friendly  to  IMr.  Conkling.  The  arrogant 
leader  who  had  cpiarrelled  with  Mr.  Blaine  and 
sulked  in  the  last  camjjaign,  had  resigned  the 
United  States  Senatorship,  thrown  down  the 
gage  to  the  President  because  he  had  used  his 
discretion  in  making  an  apjjointment  to  office, 
and  asked  the  legislature  to  send  him  back  to 
this  vacant  seat, —  in  effect,  to  proclaim  the 
hostility  of  New  \'ork  t(j  the  Garfield  adminis- 
tration at  the  outset.  The  candidate  sum- 
moned the  .\sseml)l)nian  to  an  interview,  and 
s|)oke  of  the  situation.  Mis  visitor  frankly 
ttdd  the  haughl\-  leader  he  could  not  be 
elected.  "1  liiought  )'ou  were  one  of  us. 
You  do  not  understaiul  the  situation,"  said  the 
great  orator.  "1  have  suj^ported  you,"  was 
the  reply,  "and  1  regret  that  you  are  not  now 
the  senior  Senator  from  New  York;  but  you 
threw  away  youi"  o|)portLmity  and  resigned  your 
trust.  I  have  accepted  your  resignation  and 
cannot  vote  for  you."  Through  months  of 
fruitless  balloting,  of  intrigue,  and  base 
methotis,  the  member  from  Wyoming  was  the 
manly  opponent  of  the  ])roud  leader  he  had 
formerly  folhjwed,  and  the  honest  servant  of 
the  people  who  elected  him. 

While  faithful  jjerformance  of  these  tiuties 
attests  his  usefulness  as  a  public  servant, 
political  service  was  only  an  episode  in  his 
busy  life.  In  his  \  iew  such  service  becomes 
a  duty  which  every  citizen  owes  to  the  State 
when  he  is  calletl  to  it.     This  belief,  however. 


has  nothing  in  conmion  with  the  spirit  that 
seeks  i)]ace  for  what  iiidi\idual  profit  can  be 
made  in  it,  and  degrades  piditics  into  a  mer- 
cenary scramble  for  pelf.  L'ndeitakeu  as 
duties  in  his  career,  the)'  were  gladly  laitl 
down  when  the  occasion  came.  His  p(ditical 
ser\'ice  in  no  sense  eclipsed  what  he  regartled 
as  the  real  business  ol  his  lite,  01  |)re\ented 
his  keeijing  abreast  ol  the  aiK'anced  medical 
investigation  of  the  time.  Leaves  fmui  the 
(liar)'  of  a  ])h)'sician,  in  this  case,  would  illus- 
trate the  mechanical  and  technical  skill  which 
supplements  the  elementary  learning  of  the 
profession  and  insures  skillful  surger)'.  A  \'ol- 
iniie  of  judicious  seleclinns  in  ight  be  gleaned 
from  his  n(ite-bookh  that  Wduld  |)rt)\e  useful  to 
the  practitioner,  interesting  to  the  intelligent 
reader,  and  a  credit  to  the  professicmal  skill 
it  would  illustrate. 

The  case  related  by  Abercrombie  of  the 
woodman  who  remained  in  a  semi-comatose 
state  for  a  }'ear  after  a  bluw  on  the  head,  and, 
on  being  trepanned,  ccjmi)leletl  the  sentence  he 
Ijegan  before  he  was  struck,  has  an  authenti- 
cated parallel  in  the  boy  of  thirteen  )ears  who 
was  knocked  down  b)'  a  blow  on  the  head  from 
a  stone  thrown  by  a  boy  with  whom  he  was 
cpiarrell ing.  The  patient  la\'  tor  weeks  in  a 
semi-iuiconscious  state.  Metlical  treatment 
ga\e  no  relief.  The  physicians  in  atteiulance 
declareil  the  case  beyond  their  skill,  and  |)ro- 
nounced  a  cine  impossible.  Dr.  Palmer  was 
then  called.  He  made  his  diagnosis,  honesllv 
stated  the  possibilities,  and  assumetl  the  re- 
sponsil)ility  of  an  operation  which  prox'ed  suc- 
cessful in  his  hands  attei'  others  pronoimced 
the  case  hopeless.  Tiie  first  words  the  boy 
utteretl  completed  the  angry  sentence  begun  a 
month  before,  when  the  missile  of  his  antagon- 
ist broke  it  abru|)tly. 

There  is  a  stiange  case  of  a  boy  of  foui  teen 
who  had  ridden  a  bicycle,  become  healed,  then 
undressed  and  plungXHl  into  a  pond,  when  he 
felt,  he  said  afterward,  as  if  a  sharp  blow  luul 
been  dealt  just  o\er  and  beliiuil  his  left  e\e. 
X'iolent  headache  and  delirium  followed,  with, 
occasional  partial  jxiralysis  after  a  few  ila\s. 
A  swelling  came  just  umler  the  suixa  ior  bcjrder 
of  the  orbit  of  the  left  e\e.  It  grew  rai)idly 
until  there  was  complete  motor  parahsis  of  the 
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right  side.  Tlie  microscope  revealed  parti- 
cles of  dead  bone  in  the  contents  of  this 
al)scess.  'Then  a  tumor  developed  in  the  mid- 
tile  and  Uj)i)er  suriace  ot  the  loiehead.  Aflei' 
the  second  abscess  be[;"an  to  heal,  and  after 
some  exfoliatidii  of  the  outer  plate  of  bone,  a 
lar_L;"e  vascular  tumor  appeared  on  the  toj)  of 
the  head.  Intioducinj;- a  drainaj^e  tube  throu<;h 
the  tumor  alonj;  the  cianial  surface,  the  pro- 
fuse flow  of  blood  made  it  necessary  to  close 
both  ends  of  the  tube.  I'he  sensations  of  the 
operator  ma)-  be  more  easily  imagined  than  de- 
scribed. The  emergency  was  met,  however, 
and  skill  triumphed.  Dead  bone  was  removed 
from  time  to  time.  Treatment  extended  over 
a  jjeriod  of  eighty  da)  s.  'i  he  troublesome 
symptoms  at  last  disappeai'ed,  antl  the  boy 
retrained  his  usual  health.  His  intellectual 
faculties  were  unimiiaired.  He  pursued  a 
course  of  stuily,  graduated  from  a  seminary 
with  credit,  antl  learned  and  practised  teleg- 
raphy until  he  recei\e(.l  a  fatal  electric  shock. 
"It  was  t(j  me,"  said  the  Doctor,  "one  of  the 
most  interesting  cases  that  ever  came  under 
my  observation.  I  have  ne\er  been  able  to 
irive  it  a  name,  and  I  ha\e  seen  no  literature 
that  gives  any  explanation  of  its  peculiar  feat- 
ures. .  .  .  'Ihese  two  cases  show  the  wonder- 
ful tenacity  with  which  the  two  great  factois 
of  our  being,  the  physical  and  the  mental, 
cling  to  their  \italit\',  and  retain  their  integ 
rity  uniler  so  hopeless  and  atUerse  conditions. 
In  one  the  intellectual  and  i)hysical  organs 
coidd  be  i)aial}zed  b\'  a  little  pressure  ot  the 
thumi)  and  fingers;  in  the  other,  after  long 
weeks  of  stupor  that  nnule  the  whole  life  a 
blank,  the  removal  of  the  jMessure  instantly 
restored  all  the  faculties." 

With  less  modesty  Dr.  Palmer  might  have 
gained  nioie  notoriety.  lie  has  followed  the 
traditions  of  the  prolession,  and  left  advertis- 
ing to  itinerants,  and  newspaiier  accounts  ol 
miraculous  cures  to  the  quacks.  He  has  nevei' 
encouragetl  re])orts  that  magnify  trivial  opera- 
tions into  capital,  and  represent  the  work  ot 
cutting  a  fish-hook  out  of  a  lioy's  thund)  or 
opening  a  telon  as  o])erations  worthy  of  Molt. 
Vet  one  who  has  opp(jrtiuiity  to  look  over  the 
Doctor's  note-books  can  hardly  avoid  the  re- 
flection that  he  might  contribute  to  the  relief 


of  suffering  on  a  field  broader  than  his  own 
patients  and  ];ractice,  should  he  give  due  pub- 
licit)'  to  his  crucial  cases  within  the  limits 
approved  b)'  the  facult)'.  '1  he  Doctor's  com- 
mon sense  is  not  smotheied  uudei'  a  burden  of 
theory  and  botjkish  rules.  Asked  in  the  lect- 
ure-ioom  Ikjw  he  would  trear  a  case  oi  ])neu- 
nionia,  he  replietl:  "I  ilon't  know.  Show  me 
a  initient,  and  I  will  indicate  the  treatment." 
"  Vou  would  treat  tlie  patient,  not  the  disease.' 
So  wouUl  I,"  said  the  lecturer.  In  no  sense 
rash  or  caieless,  either  in  diagn(;sis  or  treat- 
ment,—  in  fact,  patient  and  painstaking  iii 
investigation,  his  faculties  are  trained,  his 
knowleilge  is  in  hand  and  available  in  emer- 
gencies, his  reading  and  observation  ha\e  as- 
similated into  facult)'  so  that  he  has  the  cour- 
age of  his  convictions;  and  he  sometimes  wins 
success  because  he  dares  to  do  what  duller  mem 
of  equal  information  would  hesitate  to  attemjjt. 
In  emergencies  |)roiound  knowledge  is  useless 
without  jjidmpt  action;  and,  in  critical  mo- 
ments, when  to  do  is  quite  as  important  as 
what. 

Instances  are  not  wanting  which  illustrate 
his  ]K'rsonality  and  character  better  than 
formal  statement.  W'e  can  (jnly  indicate  one 
or  tw(j  here.  He  once  had  charge  of  Union 
S(dtliers  who  had  been  sent  to  h(jspital  after 
their  release  from  rebel  prisons.  He  cared 
tenderl)-  tor  these  men,  who  had  stiuKl  in  ser- 
rieil  ranks,  closed  up  as  their  comrades  fell, 
and  moved  steadil)'  foi-waril,  looking  into  the 
nui/./les  ol  the  enenn  's  guns.  ;\Ien  who  had 
been  starved  into  the  weakness  of  children 
shed  glad  tears  when  they  tasted  tiainty  food, 
antl  brave  nien  wejjt  when  the  Doctor  ga\e 
them  delicacies  which  recalletl  a  nrnther's  care. 
Patriotic  sentiment  was  quickened  by  such 
duty  anil  surroumlings. 

In  A|)ril,  iSC^,  W'essel's  foice  of  nineteen 
huntlretl  lueii  hati  been  capturetl  after  four 
days'  fighting  at  Plynit)uth,  N.C.,  b\-  a  rebel 
army  ot  twelve  thousand,  aitled  by  the  rebel 
ram  "Albemarle.  "  John  M.  Pabnei'  was  the 
Po.-it  Surgeon.  The  'I'wentv -fuurth  Battel)-, 
largely  recruitetl  in  antl  aliout  Perr\-,  X.^^, 
hatl  been  taken  pi  isoners.  The  .sad  news  came 
Ajiril  JO.  On  that  e\-ening  the  Docttir  ftiuntl 
fi\'e  Knights  of  the  (iolden  Circle  gatheretl  at 
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"Hasconib's  store''  to  exult  o\'er  this  news  in 
the  \enomous  s|)iiit  th;it  characterized  the 
Xortheni  Co; I] leihead  ot  that  tlay.  I'hen  ])ast 
thirt)  six,  ti\e  leet  ten  and  a  hall  inches, 
wei^hin^  one  hundred  and  se\'enty  [)ouncLs, 
alert  and  sinew)-,  this  \'ankee  of  Connecticut 
parentage,  who  hail  ne\-er  used  tobacco  or 
narcotics  or  s|iii"itu()ns  liquors,  with  race  ten- 
diils  striking  into  English  Puritan,  Dutch 
burgher,  and  Scotch  cax'alier,  stood  among  the 
ne'er-do-wells  who  exulted  (jver  such  disaster 
to  "  Lincidn's  hirelings,"  though  it  had  cost 
the  blood  of  theii"  own  neighbors.  He  heard 
the  \  ile  e|)ithel>.  ami  the  coarse  abuse  of  things 
sacred  to  him.  The  hosijital  beds  rose  before 
him;  the  hell  of  battle,  the  privation  of  march 
and  bi\ouac,  the  nameless  horror  of  prison  pen, 
stirred  him.  His  .Scotch  blood  was  hot.  His 
diagnosis  was  lapid,  his  prognosis  correct,  his 
treatment  heroic.  As  he  finished  the  success- 
ful operation,  he  stoijil  alone  of  the  six,  the 
sole  occupant  of  the  store.  The  next  day  sev- 
\'eral  sullen  men,  wh<i  were  ne\'er  known  to 
cheer  the  stars  anil  stiipes,  wore  significant 
strips  of  adhesive  |)laster,  while  the  Doctor 
was  as  free  froni  scratch  or  bruise  as  he  was 
from  s)'mpathv  with  treasi)n.  He  was  ne\er 
heard  to  boast  of  this;  though,  when  the  affair 
was  alluded  to  in  his  hearing,  he  was  under- 
stood to  otter  as  an  excuse  tor  drastic  methods 
that  he  had  faith  in  radical  tieatment,  and  he 
ne\er  ga\e  homieo|)athic  doses  in  such  dis- 
ordeis. 

His  courtesy  to  associates  and  his  motlest 
•  estimate  of  his  own  services  are  characteiist ic. 
Called  in  consultation  in  the  case  of  a  chiUl, 
then  some  time  ill,  examination  satisfied  him 
that  the  child  must  die  uidess  it  could  ha\'e 
Npeetly  reliel.  He  inilicated  a  radical  change 
of  treatment.  The  family  physician  was 
startled,  and  protested  that  the  traditions  were 
\iolatetl.  "Well,  iJoctor, "  said  he,  "this  is 
)()ur  patient  ;  and  under  present  treatment  the 
child  will  not  see  tile  sun  rise  again.  "  This 
was  exidenl.  .Still  the  |jhysician  said,  "I  can- 
not consent  to  administer  your  remedies  with- 
out a  i)rcscri|)t ion  o\er  your  signature  in  \oui' 
own  handwriting.''  The  prescri|)ti(>n  was 
written,  and  the  treatment  changed.  During 
the  da)'  the  patient  grew  better,  and  soon  re- 


I  covered.  It  ajipears  that  the  attending  ph\si- 
cian  manifested  more  discernment  in  the  selec- 
tion than  couilcsy  in  tlie  ti'eatment  ol  coun- 
sel. It  is  lair  lo  inter  that  \\v  ditl  not  report 
his  protest  against  the  treatment  which  he 
adopted,  as  the  mother  was  lavish  in  ))raisirig 
the  skill  of  the  famil\-  ph)sician  who  sa\ed 
her  darling  when  "old  Di'.  I'almer  said  it  must 
die.  " 

In  1S59,  at  I'ike,  N.\'.,  where  he  had  then 
residetl  four  vears,  Dr.  Palmer  was  married  to 
Hannah  (h'lilla  Wilson.  I'here  ueie  tu'o 
children  ot  this  union.  A  daughter  dietl  in 
infancy;  and  the  son,  Cieorge  h'reeman  Palmer, 
I\I.D.,  who  was  alread)'  winning  his  wa)'  in  his 
profession,  died  December  21,  1893,  \oung, 
promising,  and  lamenteil,  at  the  age  of  twent\'- 
nine,  in  California,  where  he  had  gone  for  his 
health.  In  1891  Dr.  Palmer  remo\-ed  from 
Pike  to  Warsaw,  N.V.,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  He  is  a  communicant  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternit)'.  He  has  been  Health 
Officer  of  W'aisaw,  anti  for  sc\eral  ^■ears  a  pen- 
sion examiner.  He  was  one  ot  tlie  oiganizeis 
of  the  W)-oming  Counts  .Medical  Association, 
of  which  he  is  a  leading  member,  an  original 
meml)er  of  the  Medical  Association  of  the 
State  ol  New  \'oik,  and  an  acti\'e  mendjer  ol 
the  Central  New  \(i\k  Medical  .Societ\.  He 
is  now  a  mend)er  ol  the  Ho.ii'd  ot  C  ui'ators  ol 
the  Puffalo  Medical  College. 

l)r.  Palmer  is  a  respected  citi/en,  open- 
handed  to  the  needy,  interested  in  whatever 
concerns  the  |)ublic  wellare,  without  aflecta- 
lion  ol  skill  or  learning,  modest  and  tcderant 
ol  the  o|)inions  of  others,  though  fiiin  and 
sturd\'  in  his  own.  Patients  arc  apt  to  contide 
in  such  a  man  while  ill,  and  to  respect  him 
alterwarJ.  He  lias  not  alwavs  measured  his 
obligation  to  others  b\  the  strictness  of  legal 
rules.  .S(jmetimes  he  has  served  those  ncai  to 
him  b\-  assuming  burdens  that  were  not  his 
own.  Without  giving  particulars  that  might 
seem  indelicate  in  a  public  statement,  it  can- 
I  not  be  amiss  to  s.i\  that  he  ha^  sometimes  gone 
lurther  with  generous  help  than  the  i\'cipient 
asked.  As  a  \'oung  man,  he  \  iil untari  1  \'  turned 
aside  from  his  chosen  puisuit  ami  engagei,!  in 
affairs  for  a  time,  that  he  might  lift  the  bur- 
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dens  another  could  not  bear  alone.  When  he 
had  eanieil  and  used  the  money  for  a  need 
which  he  thou;;lU  j;Teater  than  his  own  —  the 
deed  seems  [n  ha\e  the  tla\'or  of  the  cu]) 
handed  b}'  the  I'.nj^lish  knight  at  Zutphen  — 
he  a^ain  bra\td\'  puisued  the  jiath  from  which 
filial  dut\-  had  turned  hini.  The  first  money 
he  e\'er  earned  was  (itt\'  h\'e-tranc  pieces 
paid  him  In  Stale}'  \.  (.  lark,  then  at  the 
heatl  of  the  ibilland  Land  C'om])any's  office 
at  l',llin)tts\  illc,  \.^'.  ;  and  he  ga\'e  it  to  his 
mother.  In  the  same  spiiit  fifty  years  later 
the  son  used  his  monev  freely  for  that 
widowed  mothei',  anti  tenderly  smoothed  her 
declininL;  \ears, 

A  lamented  ph\sician  of  15uffalo,  whose 
early  death  prematurel)-  ended  a  useful  career, 
once  said  to  the  writer,  when  he  offered  pay- 
ment alter  consullatiim  :  "Put  up  your  money. 
It's  a  lu.xur)-  occasionalh  to  be  able  to  feel 
that  one  has  tlone  some  ^ood  withcnit  being 
paid  for  it.''  In  the  ortler  of  modern  chivalry, 
when  his  shoulder  has  been  touched,  the  true 
knight  feels  the  obligation  to  use  the  talent 
gi\en  him,  as  occasion  oi'feis,  for  the  relief  oh 
disease  and  suffering  and  sin,  even  were  there 
no  prospect  that  it  woultl  put  money  in  his 
purse.  The  medical  practitioner  has  his  share 
of  golden  o|i|)oitunit\  to  minister  to  the  needs 
of  the  poiu".  i'he  \olume  of  unrewardetl  ser- 
\  ice  rendered  b\  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  b)' 
contrast,  would  shame  the  bounty  of  some 
I'eputed  charitable  givers.  In  a  world  of  self- 
ishness and  greed,  there  is  little  fear  of  an 
o\-crgi'owth  ol  su(  h  sentiment.  Such  a  life 
sheds  blessing  in  an\'  community.  Its  ic- 
mowil  would  be  a  public  loss.  His  ripened 
|)ower  and  his  steiling  character  make  George 
Miles  Palmer  a  useful  member  of  societ}'. 
It  is  to  l)e  hojied  that  his  active  service  may 
round  out  man\-  additional  years  of  a  worthv 
careei'. 


jj^VIA'AXUS  RICi:,  one  of  the  e.xteu- 
//V  sive  land  owners  of  the  town  of 
— '  \'ork,  ;i  highh  intelligent,  practical 
farmer,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Wall ingftird,  Conn.,  i'ebruary  10,  1818.  The 
farm  in  Connecticut  on  which  his  father  was 


born  was  in  the  possession  of  the  famil)-  from 
1670  until  iiS6(S,  a  period  of  nearly  two  hun- 
dred years. 

Mr.  ivice's  great-great-grandfather  was  Ne- 
hemiah  Ro)ce,  l)oin  May  i  <S,  i68j,  whose  wife 
was  Keziali  llall;  and  his  great-great-great- 
rrrandfather  was  Xehcmiali  Ro\ce,  Sr.,  who 
was  twice  married.  1  he\  were  descended 
from  early  cidonists,  who  had  emigrated  frcjm 
]-]n;j,land  to  Massachusetts,  and  who  removed 
in  \f>},0  to  (.'onncct  icut,  whi(,h  was  then  chietl)' 
tenanted  by  Indians  and  wiUl  game.  A  com- 
pan)'  of  about  si.\t\'  persons,  men,  women,  and 
children,  made  the  tedious  journey  ot  lull  four- 
teen da)-s,  over  I'oads  which  were  little  else 
than  the  nariow  Indian  trail,  sometimes 
through  strccuns  and  swamps,  o\er  abrujit  hills, 
and  chiefi\'  through  a  continuid  forest.  And, 
when  the\'  arriwd,  there  were  terrible  hard- 
ships to  be  entluied  from  want  of  the  comfiirts 
of  life.  Some  became  discouraged,  and  found 
their  way  back  from  the  mouth  ot  the  river 
b}'  l)oat.  Those  who  lemained  subsisted  on 
acoiais,  nuts,  and  game,  but  were  on  the 
bortlers  of  starvation  through  the  entire  winter. 
The  ne.\t  |une  another  company  came  out  to 
join  them,  about  a  hundretl  ])ersons,  with  m<M'e 
than  a  hundred  head  of  cattle.  So  the  little 
c<dou\'  was  soon  in  a  state  ot  prosperit\'.  Cap- 
tain James  Rice,  son  of  the  second  Nehemiah, 
was  born  June  30,  171  i,  married  Miriam  Mun- 
son,  and  died  Januaiy  20,  179'').  He  hekl  a 
commission  from  the  crown  in  the  French  and 
Indian  War,  and  was  in  the  expedition  to  Can- 
ada. His  son,  lames  Rice,  born  I  )ecember 
18,  1748,  niarried  Mar\'  T\ Icr,  and  dietl  l"eb- 
ruar\-  7,  1827.  Hi--  wife  died  .August  6, 
1834.  Their  son  James,  born  August  5, 
1785,  married  Olive  I'rancis,  who  was  born 
July  7,  I79r. 

By  the  time  James  Rice,  the  third  of  the 
name,  had  taken  his  place  w.  the  line  of  de- 
scendants, traces  of  those  old  times  had  nearly 
all  passed  awa\'.  As  he  alterw.ml  used  to  re- 
late, sometimes  when  he  was  a  l)o\'  Indians 
used  to  come  along  in  the  fall  and  stop  at  his 
father's  eider-mill.  Mr.  James  Rice  made  his 
fiist  trip  to  Western  New  N'ork  in  the  winter 
ot  1S15,  coming  on  horseback  to  the  home  of 
Judge  Atwater  in   Canandaigua,  the  Judge's 
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wife  l)ciii<^  his  cousin.  From  that  place  he 
chu\c  a  team  tor  Mr.  Andrews,  who  was  niov- 
in<j,'  with  his  tamil\"  to  l-iochester.  Theie  were 
at  that  time  but  three  frame  houses  on  the  east 
side  of  the  ri\er.  Mr.  Rice  went  Ixick  to 
Comiect  icut  ,  and  in  the  summer  of  i<Si<S,  in 
company  with  All\-  .Smith,  of  Ik'rlin,  (,"onn., 
he  made  a  \  isit  to  this  place,  the  part  of  Yuvk 
that  was  then  Leicester.  In  the  followint;- 
winter  he  en^af;"ed  a  man  who  was  coming  this 
wa)  with  a  team  to  bring  him  and  hi.-^  family 
and  their  goods  fioni  W'allingford.  When 
the)-  arrixed  at  the  Hudson  River,  the  weather 
licing  mild,  the  water  had  begun  to  run  over 
the  ice.  'Ihe)'  crossed,  however,  in  salety, 
the  father  walking  on  the  ice,  bringing  the 
infant  son  in  his  arms.  The  next  day  the  ice 
broke  np. 

On  h'ebrLiary  5,  i.SiQ,  they  arrived  at  their 
new  home  in  \'ork,  a  log  house  on  a  larm  ot 
twenty-rt\e  acies.  Mr.  Rice  being  both  a 
farmer  and  a  carpenter,  he  soon  impro\ed  his 
land,  and  erected  other  and  more  convenient 
buildings.  Still  for  a  long  time  everything 
was  in  a  primitive  state;  and,  when  he  had  a 
load  of  wheat  to  take  to  Rochester  for  sale,  it 
had  to  be  ilrawn  with  an  o.v  team.  But  pa- 
tience and  i)erse\'erance  bi-ought  a  reward;  and 
he  addcil  more  and  more  to  his  land  till  he 
owned  at  the  time  of  his  death  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  most  of  which  was  cleared  and  in 
good  condition.  Mr.  James  Rice  died,  No- 
vember 9,  1S75,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years,  his 
widow,  Mrs.  ()li\e  h'rancis  Rice,  surviving 
him  two  )ears  and  si.\  months,  dying  May  9, 
1878,  when  nearly  eighty-tw(i  years  old.  They 
brought  up  five  children,  as  follows:  S)lvanus; 
h'rancis;  Mary,  deceased;  Syh'ester,  who  lives 
in  the  State  of  Iowa;  William,  who  died  at 
the  age  ol  twenty. 

•Syivanus  Rice  was  educated  at  the  tlistrict 
scho(ds  of  \'()rk  and  at  the  Wyoming  Academy. 
After  finishing  his  studies,  he  was  considered 
competent  to  take  the  ]iosition  of  teacher;  ami 
he  estaldished  his  reputation  in  that  profession 
by  filling  with  acceptance  the  preceptoi's  desk 
three  several  terms  in  York  and  in  l'a\ilion. 
After  woiking  for  his  father  by  the  month  for  a 
time,  Mr.  Rice  began  farm  life  for  himself, 
purchasing  in   1844  twenty-five  acres  of  land 


on  the  site  of  his  {present  home.  Since  then 
he  has  atlded  to  his  possessions,  and  at  present 
is  the  owner  ot  two  hundred  and  fift)'  aci'es  of 
land.  Mr.  Rice  bought  the  homestead  estate, 
his  father  deeding  the  land,  and  he  gix^ing  notes 
for  it,  till  he  was  able  to  \rd\  tor  the  whole; 
and  he  has  since  li\'etl  on  the  (dd  taini.  .Set- 
ting lire  to  slum])s  and  brush  heaps,  picking 
u])  roots,  ploughing,  threshing,  raising  cattle, 
feeding,  fattening,  and  milking  tb.em,  in  a 
"small  lai'mei'  way,"  as  he  terms  it,  tlui^  the 
bus\  3ears  ha\e  passed,  bringing  .Mr.  Rice,  it 
is  to  lie  trusted,  "both  health  and  cash."  He 
is  ceitainl)-  one  who  has  fdund  the  right  place, 
and  has  taken  life's  labors  cheerlv. 

Mr.  S}l\'anus  Rice  was  married  in  1845  to 
Miss  Jennette  .Smith,  who  was  born  on  .Sep- 
teml)er  15,  1819.  The)'  ha\'e  brought  up  tour 
children —  Ikdle,  James  h'ranklin,  Ilattie  L. , 
and  Willie  .S.  Helle  has  married  Mr.  (ieorge 
]i.  Clapp,  and  the)'  resitle  at  the  homestead. 
James  I'"ranklin  Rice,  born  Maich  4,  184:;, 
married  Louise  Ressler,  and  now  lives  in 
Iowa.  Their  children  are  ()li\'e,  Jennett,  and 
Carl.  Hattie  marrietl  Calvin  I{.  Rr\ant. 
Their  home  is  in  Buffalo;  and  they  ha\e  one 
child  named  Clarence  Bryant.  I\Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Rice  ha\e  been  faithful  members  of  the  Wdp- 
tist  chui'ch  for  fifty-seven  years.  Mr.  Rice 
has  been  a  Republican  since  the  formation  (jf 
that  ijolitical  party.  His  first  Presidential 
\'ote  was  cast  for  William  Henry  Harrison  in 
1840. 


•  -'^K I N' \T'"R,  a  retired  merchant  of 
Arcade,  W\oming  Count\',  X.^'.,  was 
Jj\\  boiii  in  h"armers\i  1  le,  Cattaraugus 
'  County,  A|)ril  1  ^,  1836.  His 
father,  I'lrastus  .Skinnei',  w<is  born  I-\'bru,ir\' 
14,  (797,  in  the  town  of  Haniilton  in  Madison 
Count)'.  At  twent)  -one  years  of  age  he  moxed 
to  I'"armers\'i  1  le,  when  there  were  but  lour 
houses  in  the  settlement,  and  the  smoke  liom 
the  wigwams  on  the  forest  borders  proclaimed 
the  dangei'ous  proximity  of  their  aboriginal 
neighbors.  Clearing  a  tract  of  land  here,  he 
built  a  log  cabin  and  began  housekeeping  in  a 
very  simple  fashion.  His  wile,  who  was  Miss 
Lunice   Willc)'   before    her   marriage,    and  a 
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native  (jf  the  same  county  in  which  her  hus- 
l)ancl  was  burn,  bore  hini  six  sons  and  two 
daughters  —  Sarcpta,  Saxton,  Monroe,  Nelson, 
Caroline,  Adonijah  ]■'.,  Daniel  Webster,  and 
l\Iadis(Mi  Hamilton.  ( )t  tiicse  the  subject  of 
this  memoir,  one  \'ouni;er  brother,  and  two 
daughteis  are  the  onl\"  sur\i\()rs.  i'  ive  of  the 
si\  brothers  sei\ed  in  the  ranks  of  the  federal 
ai'my.  ( )ne  was  killed  in  ])attle;  and  one  met 
a  more  leriible  fate  in  Salisbui')'  i'rison,  where 
he  was  starved  to  death.  Mis.  Skinner  spent 
the  last  \eai's  of  her  life  in  L'ortland,  Cortland 
County,  wheie  she  died  at  the  home  of  one  of 
her  daughters  in  1875.  I  he  date  of  her  birth 
was  the  2d  of  January,  iSoi.  Mr.  Skinner  was 
a  Deacon  of  the  Baptist  church  for  a  number  of 
}ears, 

Aiionijah  Skinner,  whose  name  is  the 
initial  word  of  this  biograjjhy,  was  a  child 
of  five  years  when  his  father  moved  to  the 
farm  in  /\rcade ;  and  in  this  village  he  re- 
ceived such  education  as  the  public  school 
afforded.  At  eighteen  he  set  to  work  to  learn 
the  tinsmith  craft,  and  was  an  aiijjrentice  fta- 
thi'ee  )-ears  under  John  Dillingham,  a  hardware 
merchant  in  the  \illage.  .After  acquiring  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  his  trade,  he  went 
westward  to  Missouri,  where  he  followed  it 
until  1.S61.  Answering  the  call  for  recruits, 
he  enlisted  in  that  year  in  Company  E,  under 
Captain  Frederick  Steel,  2d,  United  States 
infantr)',  as  a  private.  lie  served  three  years, 
(hiring  which  lime  he  was  ])romoteu  to  be 
h'iist  Sergeant,  and  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Brand)'  Station,  \'a.,  in  1 8G4.  The  latter 
part  of  his  militar)'  seivice  was  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  aiul  he  was  a  participant  in 
mau)'  of  tile  pi'incipal  engagements.  Ik'ing 
Icit  in  the  lield  of  battle  for  dead  .it  Chancid- 
l<ir^\'il]e,  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  lield  tor 
ten  da\,s  before  he  was  paroled.  Mr.  Skinner 
received  two  othci'  wounds  thning  the  war,  be- 
sitles  the  moie  serious  one  already  mentioned. 
Returning  to  Arcade  after  the  stars  and  stripes 
of  tlie  Cnion  tioated  once  more  in  undisputed 
swa)'  Irom  the  national  capitol,  Mr.  Skinner 
embarked  in  the  haicbvaie  business,  in  which 
he  continued  for  twent)'-rt\e  years,  and  then 
sold  out  to  Mr.  C.  J.  White,  who  now  con- 
ducts the  hardware  store  at  the  old  stand. 


In  1864,  on  the  25th  of  May,  Mr.  A.  !•. 
Skinner  was  married  to  Miss  lumice  L.  Sprig, 
a  daughter  of  Leverett  S])rig,  a  lawyer  in  full 
practice  in  .Arcade  imtil  his  death.  Mr.-^. 
Skinner's  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Lucy  Upham,  is  still  living.  .She  is  sevent)'- 
five  years  of  age,  and  makes  her  home  with  her 
daughter.  Mr.  Skiinier  is  a  zealous  Ivepidjli- 
can,  and  is  a  man  oi  sti'ong  political  influence 
in  his  countw  lie  has  l)een  I'ostmaster  for 
five  years  and  a  halt,  and  has  held  the  offices 
of  Collectoi"  and  X'illage  Trustee  for  a  numbei' 
of  years.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  Onler, 
in  which  he  has  held  llie  office  of  Master  of 
his  lodge,  ami  has  been  Commander  of  the 
local  Grand  Army  Post,  both  of  which  i)laces 
of  trust  he  has  filled  with  honorable  distinc- 
tion. Mr.  Skinner  is  in  the  communion  of 
the  Metliodist  I'^jiscopal  chinch,  oi  which  lie 
is  Trustee  and  Steward. 


K.  E  D  W  A  R  D  C  O  R  N  E  E  I  U  S 
I'l'RRV,  of  No.  12  Park  Street, 
y\von,  N.\'.,  became  a  resident  of 
this  historic  place  earl)'  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1892,  antl,  here  continuing  the  jiractice 
of  medicine  and  surgery,  rapidly  acquired  an 
extensive  reputation  of  skill  in  his  professional 
work,  and  soon  made  a  wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances.  The  same  year  he  was 
appointed  Surgeon  of  the  lu'ie  Railroad,  and, 
as  Health  ( )fficer  of  the  village  and  mendjer  of 
the  J'"iie  J^oard,  became  interested  in  matters 
relating  to  the  public  welfare. 

lie  was  born  in  Pridgepoit,  Conn.,  Septem- 
ber 6,  1865.  Some  )'ears  later  his  father. 
Rev.  T.  C.  Perr)',  removed  with  the  famil)'  to 
Montreal,  Canada;  .md  it  was  in  the  best  |)ii- 
vate  schools  of  these  two  cities  that  Edward 
received  his  preparator)-  education.  Return- 
ing to  the  Lhiited  .States,  he  entered  Cazenovia 
Seminary  at  Cazenovia,  N.\'.,  and  was  grad- 
uated in  the  four  \ears'  classical  course  of  that 
institution.  Subscc|uently,  after  a  four  )'ears' 
medical  course,  lie  received  his  diploma  from 
tlie  College  of  Ph)sicians  and  Surgeons  in 
New  \'oik  City,  s|)ending  some  time  afterward 
in  the  i\oosevelt,  New  York,  and  Sloane  Ma- 
ternity Hospitals,  ami  the  X'anderbilt  Clinic. 
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Mc  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Nelson,  N.\'.,  and  continued  it  in  Cazcnovia, 
X.Y.,  befi)re  remox  ing  to  A\'on. 

One  can  almost  believe  that  Dr.  Perry  was 
predestined  to  be  either  a  physician  or  clerj^y- 
inan,  for  the  stud}'  of  his  ancestry  re\'eals  the 
fact  that  on  both  his  mother's  and  his  father's 
si(.le  of  the  house  these  two  learned  profes- 
sions are  ver\'  larfj;ely  represented.  His 
fatlier,  Rex.  Talnion  Cornelius  l'err\',  is  a 
griiduate  of  the  Princeton  'I'heohj^ical  School, 
and  also  oi  \'ale  L'ni\ersity.  He  is  known  as 
a  ripe  Latin  and  Hebrew  scholar,  and  was 
offered  the  jDrofessorship  of  Latin  and  Greek  at 
Vale  soon  after  his  graduation.  He  is  a  min- 
ister of  the  i'resb}terian  church,  of  the  West- 
chester l'resb\  tery ;  and  after  a  twelve  years' 
]:)astorate  at  Wintlsor,  Me.,  he  was  x'ariousl}' 
statitinecl  in  Connecticut  and  New  York. 
Having  been  twent)'-fi\e  years  in  ministerial 
service,  he  entered  into  educational  work, 
being  at  one  time  ])rincipal  of  l^iddle  Insti- 
tute, at  Charlotte,  N.C.,  and  later  at  St.  An- 
drew's Acadeni)-  in  Canada.  He  now  is  tlie 
United  States  representative  of  the  Canadian 
I'rench  Lvangelical  l^oaid.  He  married  Sara 
Conger  Clark,  daughter  (jf  William  and  Mary 
Bogart  Clark,  of  New  Ytjrk  City. 

'Ihis  brings  us  to  the  Doctor's  ancestral 
tree,  which  is  strikingly  eminent.  The  Perry 
branch  leads  back  to  Commodore  Perry,  of 
earlv  American  history,  and  embraces  the 
name  of  Judge  John  Perry,  of  Southport.  'Phe 
Doctor's  grandmother  on  his  father's  sitle  was 
.Sarah  Cornelius  Perry,  daughter  of  Dr.  I'dias 
Cornelius,  of  wealthy  luiglish  descent,  who 
served  as  surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
His  s(jn,  the  Rev.  Pllias  Cornelius,  Jr.,  D.D., 
was  a  renowned  New  I'higland  divine,  and  a 
member  of  the  celebrated  order  of  the  Cincin- 
nati, to  which  Washington  belonged.  His 
sister,  Betsy  Cornelius,  married  Judge  Thomp- 
kins,  of  Washington,  D.C.  The  Proctor's 
father  possesses  a  sword  given  by  Ceneral 
Lafayette  to  his  grandfather  as  a  token  of  his 
services.  'Phe  Cornelius  branch,  through  the 
P^ngiish  peerage,  dates  back  to  very  remote 
periods  into  Roman  history.  'Phe  L)octor's 
mother  is  of  Knickerbocker  stock,  the  daughter 
of  ALary  Bogart  Clark,  whose  father  was  Abra- 


hamus  Bogardus.  it  is  through  the  Bogardus 
line,  and  es]K(.  ial  1  \'  i'^wradus  l^o-Lndus,  that 
the  famil\-  traces  its  oiigin  thi"(jugh  the  first 
settlers  ot  the  old  'lrinit\'  Church  farm  (in 
New  \'ork  Cil_\')  to  Anne  Ke  Jans,  ami  thi"ough 
her  to  King  William  1\'.  of  Holland.  Witli 
this  branch  is  c  oiuk-cIl(I  the  celebrated  Dr. 
J'reeman  and  Dr.  C(jnger. 

The  Clark  branch  of  this  ancestral  tree  is 
of  b'.nglish  oiigin,  reiM'esented  1)\'  William 
Clark,  the  Doctor's  grautlfather.  Pie  was  the 
son  ot  -Samuel  Clark,  who  came  from  luigland. 
'i  his  branch  includes  many  illustrious  names  ; 
Loid  I'hitwizzle ;  Jutlge  Nelson;  Judge  \'an 
Marring  (and  through  him  is  connected  X. 
Plawthorne)  ;  iJr.  Mower,  for  forty  x'ears 
Lhiited  States  Arm)'  Surgeon,  and  many  others 
familiar  to  searchers  of  biography. 

'Phe  l^ogardus  i^ecords  are  contained  in  a 
finel)'  embossed  leather  \'olume  in  possession 
of  the  descendants  of  Daniel  Bogardus,  and 
scattered  through  the  records  (;f  the  Collegiate 
Dutch  l\eformed  churches  of  New  Yovk  C\tv. 
i\Ian)-  \aluable  heirlooms  ul  antiquity  are  still 
preser\ed  in  the  D(K'tor's  family. 

'Phe  Rev.  'P.  C.  and  Mrs.  Perry  ha\-e  had 
seven  children  born  to  them  —  Sarah  Corne- 
lius, RLiry  Clark,  lilizabeth  Bogart,  Emmeline, 
Charlotte  Mandeville,  Christine,  and  William 
Clark  —  besides  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Pdizabeth  married  Dr.  .Samuel  Strt)ck,  of  Lake 
Placid,  N.^'.  ;  and  l^mmeline  manied  the  I<ev. 
A.  C.  P'rissell,  Secretary  American  'Pract  So- 
ciet)'  of  New  \'ork  Cit)',  whose  son  is  now 
President  of  Pdfth  .-\\enue  Bank.  Dr.  Perry 
married  Miss  }{\a  Adelle  Ciaige,  daughter  of 
(ieorge  P^.  Caige,  of  Nelson,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Gaige 
was  a  veteiTin  of  the  late  Rebellion,  and  met 
his  wife,  a  Afiss  Jane  DeMain,  at  Alexan- 
dria, \'a. ,  which  is  the  birthplace  of  Mrs. 
Perry.  Mr.  (iaige  has  devoted  his  time  to 
legal  matters,  is  prominent  in  the  political 
affairs  (jf  !\Ladison  Count\',  and  has  sr)ent  se\-- 
eral  )'ears  in  the  Senate  and  Assembly  at  Al- 
ban)'  as  Clerk  of  the  General  Committee. 

Botli  the  Doctor  and  liis  wife  are  active 
mendjcrs  ol  the  Presb\'terian  church  ;  and  he  is 
also  connectetl  with  various  scientihc,  fraternal, 
and  civic  organizations,  being  a  member  of  the 
Livingston  County  Medical  Society,  the  Liv- 
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ingstf)n  County  Historical  Society,  A.  I-".  & 
A.  M.  (/\\oii  I.ocl^c,  Xo.  570),  the  Loyal 
'lY'inplar.s  ol  'rcmpcraiu  c,  the  1  lulependciit 
Order  of  Red  Men,  the  Knights  of  the  iMac- 
cahees,  and  tlie  ,A\on  Hook  and  Ladder  Corn- 
pan)'.  Reared  aniitl  the  refinements  of  a 
we.iltliN'  and  culti\at(.(l  home,  the  Doctor  natu- 
rally is  ol  a  genial  disposition,  and  possesses 
ihi.ise  Cjualities  so  necessai'}'  to  a  good  physi- 
cian. 

Although  Dr.  Perry's  residence  at  Avon  has 
so  far  extended  o\ei-  a  jieriod  of  but  three 
years,  he  has  l)een  here  long  enough  to  show 
his  intei'est  in  the  welfare  of  the  community; 
and,  as  "like  attiacls  like,"  the  community 
shows  a  ticcided  interest  in  him.  Whether 
acting  in  a  public  or  priwiie  prolessional  capac- 
ity. Dr.  i'err)'  a\i)ids  all  umiecessary  formali- 
ties, is  simple  and  direct  in  his  methods,  and 
cares  UKjre  lor  the  attainment  of  satisfactory 
results  than  for  the  f(dlowing  of  certain  sj^eci- 
hed  means,  one  conseipience  of  which  is  that 
he  is  esteemed  as  a  ph\sician  antl  surgeon,  as 
well  as  popular  as  a  citizen. 


TAI-I-ORD  WAD)-:,  a  well-known 
and  inliueutial  merchant  of  the  town 
of  .\rcade,  W'voming  County,  N.^^, 
was  horn  in  .Sialford,  Genesee 
Count\',  N.\'.,  \o\eml)er  20,  1S20,  and  re- 
cei\ed  his  name  from  heing  tlie  first  child  born 
there  after  its  settlement.  11  is  father,  Jona- 
than Wade,  was  a  native  ol  .\ew  Jersey,  and 
was  the  son  of  Jacob  Wade,  who  came  to  Gen- 
esee Count)'  among  the  earlv  settlers,  and 
later  remo\ed  to  Cattaiaugus  ('ounty,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Jonathan 
Wade  was  hidught  up  a  faianer,  but  also 
learned  the  trade  of  tinsmith,  which  occupa- 
tion he  cari'ied  on  tor  man\'  \'ears.  He  stocked 
a  wagon  with  tinware  ol  his  own  manufacture, 
antl  traxelled  through  the  counti"\',  disposing  of 
the  products  o|  his  induslrv  to  the  busy  house- 
wi\-es  in  the  lemote  settlements.  Only  those 
who  li\e  in  suth  localities  can  realize  the  good 
wile's  intei'est  in  the  tiimian's  cart  and  the 
achantage  of  ha\ing  needed  sui)|ilies  brought 
to  the  dooi-.  These  supplies  often  included 
other  "noti(»ns, "  w  ith  a   budget  of  welcome 


news  fi'om  the  (jutside  world.  Jonathan  Wade 
travelled  not  onl)'  thi-oughout  ilie  length  antl 
breadth  of  Xew  \'oik  .Si.ite,  but  into  Canada 
as  well.  llis  last  \ears  weie  spent  in  Arcade, 
in  which  place  he  died,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
six,  llis  wife  before  nianiage  was  Aliss 
Annie  C  hild.  'i  heii"  children  were  se\en  in 
numbei',  three  ol  whom  are  still  li\ing; 
nameh,  Jonatlian,  Oliver,  and  Stallord.  The 
mother  I'esided  in  Stalfortl  in  her  later  years. 

Stafford  Wade  lemained  in  the  town  (jf  his 
nati\'ity  till  he  was  six  )ears  (dd,  when  he 
came  to  Arcade,  and,  when  tlld  enough,  ac- 
cjuired  a  knowledge  ot  lai'ming,  which  he  niade 
his  occupation  in  pait,  but  united  with  it  the 
l)U)'ing  and  selling  (jI  pi'oduce  ol  \arious  kintls. 
fie  ])urchased  a  tarm  of  two  hundred  and 
twe'nt)'-si.\  acres,  which  he  now  has  under  suc- 
cessful culti\ation,  and  which  \  ields  a  profit- 
able return  for  his  labois.  The  mercantile 
business  which  he  has  built  up  is  quite  exten- 
sive, including  a  hea\ y  line  of  marketable 
goods  -  baled  ha)',  sti'aw,  jxitatoes,  etc.  He 
is  also  agent  foi"  Dederick  Co. ' s  celebrated 
hay-presses. 

In  1N45  Air.  Waile  was  married  to  Aliss 
Ziba  1'..  WiUson;  and  this  union  has  been 
blessed  by  one  son,  Lai'le  C,  who  was  born  in 
East  Arcade,   March  31,  and  was  edu- 

catetl  in  Arcaile  .Seminary.  This  son  married 
Miss  Carrie  ()'Xeil,  daughter  of  Thomas 
O'Xeil,  of  /Xrcade,  the  ()'Xeil  family  ha\ing 
been  residents  ot  the  town  tor  many  )'ears. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larle  C.  Wade  ha\e  two  chil- 
dren—Pearl aiul  Marie,  ]v.  .Since  the  mar- 
riage of  his  son,  h'.arle  C. ,  Mr.  Wade  has 
relintpiished  some  ol  liie  nioie  acti\e  woi'k  ol 
the  l)usiness,  and  is  beginning  to  lest  on  the 
results  ot  ]xist  )eai's  ot  toil,  his  son  managing 
the  business  in  his  stead.  Mr.  Wade  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  leanings,  and  has 
been  llighwa\'  Conun  issionei'  the  i);ist  ten 
yeai's.  He  re]iresented  the  town  as  Railroad 
Conmi issioner  on  the  Western  Xew  \'ork 
Penns)'l\ania  Railroad,  and  bonded  the  town 
for  fiit\   tiious.nid  dull, us. 

Ml'.  Wade  was  bumerl)'  an  (  )dd  h'ellow,  and 
belonged  to  the  first  lodge  in  \'orksliire,  Cat- 
taraugus CouiiU',  whieh  lodge  is  not  now  in 
existence.     Hoih    .Mr.    and    I\Ir,s.    Wade  are 
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members  of  the  lia])tist  church,  and  take  an 
acti\x-  interest  in  its  ])rosperity.  Stafford 
Wade  stan(.l>  hi;j,h  in  the  town  in  all  commer- 
cial antl  social  matters.  A  successful  mer- 
chant and  a  '^oud  neighbor  and  citizen,  he  has 
man)'  warm  friends. 


^t-^  ATI!  AX  .S.  BEARDSLEE,  a  civil 
I  — 7  engineer  of  wide  experience  and  signal 
I  Is  I  aliilit\',  well  known  also  as  an  enter- 
Iji'ising  business  man  of  Warsaw, 
X.\'.,  was  burn  in  Xew  Berlin,  Chenango 
County,  October  i  cS,  1^4^.  The  first  Ameri- 
can ancestor  of  this  fam  i  ly  sett  led  in  Stratford, 
Conn.,  in  if'i.iQ.  1  he  grandfather  of  Mr. 
Xathan  S.  Heardslee,  Jabez  l^eardslee,  was 
born  in  Connecticut  in  1770,  and  settled  in 
the  town  of  I'ittsheld  in  (Jtsego  County,  just 
across  the  river  from  New  Berlin.  lie  and 
his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eunice 
Somers,  came  to  Otsego  County  in  1 7cj7  b}' 
team,  with  their  two  )-oung  children  antl  \-ari- 
ous  houshold  effects.  Having  means,  they 
were  enabled  to  purchase  several  hundred 
acres  of  laml  at  once.  Besides  inxesting 
largely  in  lands,  Jabez  Beardslee  was  a  prom- 
inent projector  of  the  cotton,  woollen,  and 
grist  mills  of  that  section.  His  children, 
nine  sons  ami  one  daughter,  all  grew  up  and 
became  heads  of  families,  so  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  descendants  of  the  name  now  living. 
Mrs.  Beardslee  died  in  the  prime  of  life.  Her 
husband  survived  her  many  years,  and  was 
eighty-four  years  old  when  he  died.  Their 
remains  are  buried  in  the  New  Berlin  ceme- 
tery, surrounded  by  the  graves  of  most  of  their 
children,  who  have  gone  to  their  "long 
home. 

Jesse  Beardslee,  one  of  the  nine  sons  of 
Jabez  and  Eunice,  was  born  in  the  year  1802. 
This  gentleman  was  married  twice.  His  first 
marriage,  with  Aliss  Adeline  Angell,  was 
blessed  b}-  the  birth  of  one  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters. His  second  wife.  Miss  Mary  Ann  Chat- 
ticld,  became  the  mother  of  one  son,  Xathan 
S.  Ik'ardslee.  Mr.  Jesse  l^eardslee  was  for 
many  years  a  successful  dry-goods  merchant  in 
New  Beilin,  and  became  in  later  years  the 
owner  of  one  of   the  cotton-mills  which  his 


father  had  been  instiumental  in  establishing. 
1 11  agricultural  niattt-rs  he  was  an  undisputed 
autlioi"it\',  ha\  ing  success!  ulh'  manageil  su\  en 
large  farms  during  his  l)us\-  life.  His  last 
)'ears  were  spent  in  tranipiil  letircment  (ju  the 
homestead  farm,  where  he  died  in  1S79,  aged 
sevent)'-se\'en  vears.  His  widow  sui\i\ed  him 
a  half-dozen  \ears,  dying  in  the  June  of  1.S.S3, 
ha\'ing  attained  the  age  of  sevent\'-fi\-e  )ears. 

At  twent\'  \  ears  of  age  Xathan  S.  lieartlslee, 
who  hatl  ]TroHted  In'  the  educational  ad\antages 
offered  in  the  neighboring  schools,  antl  had 
been  a  studious  [jupil,  became  a  teacher  in  the 
school  of  his  own  town,  hax'ing  for  pupils  the 
children  of  the  cotton-mill  hands.  In  1869 
he  joined  the  engiiieering  corps  at  that  time 
engaged  in  the  construction  of  the  Xew  \'oik, 
Oswego  &  Midland  Railroad,  taking  a  subordi- 
nate place,  from  which  he  worked  up  to  his 
present  position.  After  fifteen  months  with 
this  corps  he  went  to  Michigan  on  the  survev 
of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  Lake  .Shoie 
Railr(jad,  then  in  iii-ojeeti<in,  and  at  the  earh' 
age  of  twent)'-one  was  made  Assistant  Engi- 
neer in  this  work.  A  \eai"  latei'  he  went  to 
Olean,  X.\'.,  whei'e  he  held  a  position  on  the 
Buffalo,  New  York  &  Philadelphia  Road.  In 
May,  1872,  he  was  engaged  on  the  Rochester 
&  State  Line  Road,  and  in  the  Sej^tember  of 
the  same  )  ear  came  to  Warsaw  in  charge  of  the 
heavy  construction  work  on  this  road. 

Ma)-  19,  1874,  Mr.  Beardslee  was  married 
to  Miss  Caroline  Bristol,  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
William  Bristol.  His  whole  life,  though  not 
covering  a  long  period  of  years,  has  been  Ijoth 
busy  and  e\'ent ful  ;  and  in  his  engineering  he 
has  traniped  o\-er  the  greater  jiart  of  New  \'oik 
State,  with  which  he  is  entireh'  familial'.  He 
had  charge  of  the  la\'iiig  of  the  doulde-track 
line  of  the  I'j'ie  Road,  and  was  chief  engineei' 
in  the  building  of  two  hundred  miles  of  other 
railroads.  In  1877--78  he  located  one  hundred 
and  fift)'  miles  in  Illinois.  In  1883  he  antl 
Mr.  V.  B.  Keai'uey  built  fifteeii  houses  in  the 
village  of  Warsaw.  A  )'ear  latei'  he  enibarked 
in  salt  manufacturing,  being  one  of  the  origina- 
tors of  the  I'jnpire  Dair)'  Salt  Coniinuu',  of 
which  he  became  President  ;  and  three  \ears 
later,  in  connection  with  Judge  P'arman,  he 
founded  the  Warsaw  Bluestonc  Compan\'.  He 
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was  I'rcsidcnt  of  the  company  until  he  sold 
out  his  interest  in  1894.  In  1882  Mr.  Ik'ards- 
lee  was  a  deleL^ate  from  this  Congressional  dis- 
tiiet  to  the  Republican  X.itional  Convention  at 
Minneapolis,  tn  nimiinale  James  (i.  Hlaine,  of 
whom  he  was  an  enthusiastic  admirer  and 
ardent  sui)|)orter. 

'I"he  spacious  and  handsome  house  in  which 
he  resides  was  built  in  1S91  of  bluestone  from 
the  c|uai"r\'  which  he  parti)'  owns.  As  a  build- 
in<^  material  this  stone  i^  as  durable  as  it  is 
effective,  and  his  tlwellin;^  i.^  one  of  the  most 
imposing  in  Warsaw.  Mr.  Heardslee  is  (jne  of 
the  leatling  citizens  of  Warsaw,  and  takes  great 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  town. 


T^llRISTOl'lll'.R  McCORMICK,  a  pros- 
I  v-^  |)erous  farmer  in  Ja\a,  was  born  in  the 
\U  ,  town  where  his  life  has  been  passed, 
on  Xo\ember  29,  1S38.  Mr.  Mc- 
Cormick's  grandparents,  Richard  and  Cather- 
ine (Clyne)  McCoimick,  reared  four  sons  and 
one  daughter,  nunc  of  whom  are  now  living, 
(hie  of  the  sons,  Richard  McCormick,  Jr., 
born  in  Longford,  Irelaiul,  was  the  first  ot  the 
name  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  lie  took  passage 
in  a  \essel  bound  for  America  in  1826;  but 
the  \essel  was  wreckeil,  and  passengers  and 
crew  wei'c  cast  upon  an  island,  where  they  re- 
mained for  three  months  before  the)'  were 
rescued  bv  a  passing  ship.  Xine  months  were 
consumed  in  this  fashion  iK'fore  the  young 
emigrant  landed  at  New  \'ork.  Having  no 
means,  he  set  out  immediately  to  find  work, 
and  was  fortunate  enough  soon  to  secure  a 
position  as  book-kee|)er.  In  New  York  he 
made  the  acquaintance  of  a  )()ung  girl,  Ann 
llamni,  who  was  a  native  of  the  same  county 
111  which  he  had  been  l)orn  ;  and  this  chance 
accpiai ntance  of  tlie  two  \oung  peo])le  from  the 
MmeraUl  Isle  resulted  in  a  marriage,  which 
was  solemni/ed  in  1831.  The  young  husband 
was  time  and  l)ook  keeper  in  public  works 
until  1835,  wlu'ii  he  moved  from  New  York 
Cit\'  to  java,  coming  hither  In'  canal,  and  buy- 
ing a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  of  partially 
improved  land  l)ing  a  mile  east  of  Java 
Centre,  and  for  which  he  ]xiid  twelve  dollars 
an  acre.     This  farm  was  in  a  highly  improved 


condition  at  the  time  of  its  owner's  death, 
December  29,    1846.  ■ 

When  Mr.  and  Mis.  Md'oriniik  came  to 
Ja\a,  the)  had  a  capital  of  two  thousand  d(d- 
lars,  and  with  this  nnaiicial  basis  they  began 
farming.  J  he  citizens  ni  Ja\a  were  not  slow 
to  i)ercei\e  that  the  new-comer  \\a^  a  man  of 
character  and  judgment,  and  elected  him  to 
the  ohice  ol  .Assessor,  thedutici  of  which  he 
jjerlormetl  with  conscientious  care.  Hotli  hus- 
band and  wile  were  Catholics  in  religion,  and 
Mr.  McCormick  did  much  toward  building  the 
okl  church  at  Ja\a.  .Mrs.  McCormick  was  left 
a  widow  witli  se\en  children  when  her  hus- 
band died.  Tlie  following  grew  to  maturit)': 
Richard,  who  died  h'ebruar)'  7,  1886,  at  fifty 
years  oi  age  ;  Ann,  the  witlow  (jf  William  I  Jenny, 
who  died  Sei)tend)er  29,  I  894,  aged  fifty-three, 
leaving  one  son;  Margaret,  the  wife  of  Hugh 
Kerwin,  a  farmer  in  Java,  who  has  one  daughter 
and  two  sons;  Christopher,  ot  this  memoir; 
Thomas,  w  ho  is  lix  ing  on  the  home  farm,  and  has 
four  sons  and  two  daughters;  Cornelius,  a  far- 
mer, who  died  Januar\' 20,  1893,  leax'ingone  son 
and  si.\  daughters.  The  mother  of  this  famih' 
died  on  Xo\end)cr  2,  1881,  aged  se\ent)  -three. 

Christopher  McCormick  received  his  etluca- 
tion  in  tile  common  schools  ot  la\'a,  and  re- 
mained under  the  jjaternal  roof-tree  until  his 
marriage,  April  23,  1863,  to  Miss  Bridget 
I'rescott,  a  daughter  of  Mary  ((iibney)  and 
John  I'rescott.  Mrs.  McCormick's  father  was 
of  I'Jiglish  birth,  ami  her  mother  of  Irish. 
1  he  I'rescotts  were  large  laiulhoUlers,  keeping 
from  torty  to  fift\-  cows,  and  making  cheese  in 
large  cpiantities  for  tho.ie  da)s.  Their  famih' 
consisted  ot  fiv  e  daughters  ami  t  wo  sons,  ot  whom 
four  are  now  1  i\  ing  Mrs.  Christopher  McCor- 
mick; John  and  Catherine,  the  tw  in  brother  and 
sister;  and  Anna,  who  I  i\'es  in  Rochester.  Mr. 
Prescott  dieil  from  tlie  effects  of  a  fall  from  a 
wagon  in  1854.  He  was  fift)'-foiir  )'ears  of  age. 
His  widow,  who  still  retains  much  of  the  vigor 
and  \i\'acit)'  of  )'outh,  is  living  in  Java  Centre. 

The  farm  of  eight)'  acres  upon  which  the 
newd)'  wedded  jjair  began  their  married  life 
was  increased  to  an  estate  of  fue  hundred  ami 
si.xty-five  acres.  The  iloinestic  life  (jf  the  Mc- 
Cormicks  has  been  singulai'h'  free  from  the 
shadows  of  death  ami  separation  ;    lor  all  of 
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the  thirteen  (.hiklren  born  of  this  uni(jn  are 
li\'in^-,  and  the  parents  are  ha])p)'  in  the  near 
]jresenee  ot  most  (it  their  sons  and  daughters. 
They  are  :  ivichard,  who  is  unmarried  and  at 
home,  though  lie  manages  his  farm,  whieh  ad- 
joins that  of  his  father;  ]{d\vard  \V. ,  wlio  is 
married  and  farms  in  the  neighborhood;  John, 
who  is  at  home  still;  Thomas,  a  farmer; 
Annie;  Walter;  Charles  Hugh,  a  student  at 
A 1  leghan\- College  ;  Cornelius,  who  is  at  school 
in  Ja\'a;  Mar\'  A.,  a  little  maiden  of  thirteen; 
S)l\-ester;  Catherine  L.  ;  ]'"rank,  aged  six;  and 
Alice,  who  is  just  fi\e  years  old.  These  chil- 
dren are  all  unu>uall)-  bright  and  intelligent; 
and  the  [jarents  are  gixdng  them  the  lighter 
accomj:)! ishments,  as  well  as  the  more  useful 
and  pi-actical  knowledge  of  housewifer)'  and 
outdoor  occu]3at ions.  As  a  result  of  tliis 
training,  Annie  is  c|uite  an  accomplished  pian- 
ist and  a  famtjus  little  cook  and  housekeeper. 

Ml".  AlcCormick  raises  hay,  oats,  and  ])ota- 
toes,  ot  the  latter  ciop  some  vears  producing 
more  than  two  thousand  bushels.  11  is  dair\' 
supplies  the  factoi\-  with  milk,  and  the  butter 
from  ?*IcCormick's  farm  is  of  wide  re])Utation. 
The  commodiuu.s  baiiis  on  the  three  farms  oc- 
cupied by  father  and  sons  were  all  built  by  the 
former,  and  are  models  of  what  such  buildings 
should  be.  Mr.  anil  Mrs.  McCormick  ha\e 
made  but  one  mo\'e  during  their  wedded  life  — 
from  the  old  house  into  the  new,  handsome 
one,  eom[)leted  in  1892.  The  large  bain, 
whose  dimensions  are  one  huiulred  b)'thirt\'- 
three  feet,  was  finished  in  11^94.  The  old 
house  was  not,  however,  discarded,  f)Ut  was 
removeil  to  the  rear,  to  l)e  used  as  a  place  of 
storage.  The  offices  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Assessor  ha\'e  both  been  filled  by  .Mr.  Mc- 
Cormick for  mail}'  }'ears,  and  he  has  the  con- 
fidence and  reganl  of  the  community.  The  suc- 
cess which  has  crowned  his  efforts  is  the  just  re- 
ward of  ])atience  and  unrem  itt  ing  toil.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  McCormick  is  an  unswerving  I)em(;crat. 


TT^IIARLI'.S    .SHKl'ARD,    a  i)rominent 
I  \t-^     and  respected  citizen  of  Dans\  ille,  was 
^  b(jrn  in  that  place,  March  15,  181 8. 
His  ancestfir,   Ralph  .Sheixird,  came 
from   England   to   Massachusetts   in   the  yeai" 


1635,  d_\ing  in  Charlestown  in  1693,  at  the 
age  of  ninet)',  and  was  buried  in  Maiden, 
j  ()ur  subject's  fatliei',  Joslina  .Shepai'd,  was 
i  born  in  Apiil,  ijNo,  in  I'lainfield,  ('onn., 
!  where  he  jjassed  his  earlier  \eais,  and  later 
came  to  Western  New  Voik  and  became  a 
merchant  in  that  section.  He  came  to  iJaiis- 
\'ille  in  1814,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness, also  cai"r\ing  on  a  large  farm,  and 
coiitinueil  to  conduct  both  successfulh'  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  .Septem- 
ber 12,  1821;.  In  l-"ebiaiai"\',  1817,  he  married 
ITizaljcth  lluilbut,  whose  ancestois  emigrated 
to  the  .State  of  Connecticut  in  the  }ear  1637 
ami  settled  in  the  town  of  .Sa\brook.  .She 
was  born  in  Ilano\  ei',  I'a. ,  in  April,  1791. 
Her  tather,  Christoplier  llurlbut,  was  a  sdldier 

in  the  ke\'olutionar\  War.  He  nio\eil  with 
'     .     .  . 

his  tamih'  to  .Steuben  Count\,  New  A'uik,  in 
1797,  aiitl  was  the  fouiuler  ot  tlie  \  illage  of 
Arkp(Ji"t.  Mrs.  I'.li/abetli  .Shepard  tlied  in 
Dansx'ille,  .April  24,  1870,  at  the  age  of 
se\ent)  -n i ne.  .She  was  a  memlier  of  the  I'l'es- 
b\lerian  chui'ch.  Hei'  liusljand  ga\e  the  site 
and  one-third  of  the  cost  of  building  of  the 
church  here,  which  was  destro\ed  1)\'  fire, 
March  31,  1854. 

Charles  .Shepard  was  educated  at  select 
schools  and  the  Caiiandaigua  .\cadeni\',  an 
institution  toundetl  in  1795.  After  leaving 
scho(d,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  othei'  puisuits.  l-"or  several 
\'ears  he  was  a  Trustee  of  the  \  iUage,  and  of 
the  l)ans\ille  seminai'\  Irom  its  foundation  in 
1837  until  it  was  mergetl  in  the  mi  ion  school 
some  )'ears  since.  He  has  had  nian\'  im- 
portant and  e\pensi\e  Iniihlings  erected  in 
Dansxdlle,  and  maint.iius  a  waini  intLie^t  in 
local,  .State,  and  national  at'fairs. 

Or.  ( )ctober  7,  1846,  Mr.  .Shepard  married 
Katherine  K.  Colman,  daughter  of  Anson  Col- 
man,  an  earl\'  and  leading  ])h\sici.in  of 
Rochester,  and  Kathei'ine  K.,  daughter  of 
Cohmel  Nathaniel  Rochester,  founder  of  the 
city  ot  that  name.  Col.  Rochester  was  pionii- 
nent  in  the  War  of  the  Rexolution.  and  .iftcr 
its  close  Ined  mail)'  }ears  in  Hagerstowii.  Md. 
From  iSio  to  1815  he  resided  in  L)ans\ille, 
I  where  he  was  a  large  land  owner.  In  1815 
he  remo\cd  to  Rochester,  engaging  in  bank- 
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ing  and  other  business.  One  of  his  sons 
became  a  leading;-  l)anker  of  tliat  city.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Shepard  liaw  had  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living",  Charles  J{.  is  a 
graduate  of  \'ale  College  and  a  lawyer  in  good 
]M-actice,  living  in  .Seattle,  Wash.  He  mar- 
ried Alice  M.  (iall(i\va\-,  of  h'ond  clu  Lac, 
Wis.,  in  June,  iSSi.  Thomas  R.  is  also  a 
la\v)er  in  Seattle,  ami  one  of  the  firm  of 
i-5urkc,  Shejxird  &  Woods,  cdunsel  of  the  Great 
Northern  Raihva)'  Comiian)-.  In  October, 
187c;,  he  married  Candine  li.  McCartney,  of 
Dansville,  who  died  in  December,  1893.  He 
has  one  son,  Arthur  M.  The  daughter,  Mar)', 
resides  with  her  parents  in  the  house  built 
b)-  Mr.  Shepard's  father  in  1824.  On  an 
accompan\ing  jxige  ma_\'  be  found  a  pleasing- 
portrait  of  Mr.  Shepard. 


ilAT  n.  CAI.KIXS,  a  retired  hotel- 
keeper  residing  in  the  village  of  Ar- 
cade, \.\'.,  was  born  at  St.  Albans, 
\'t.,  October  13,  1820.  His  father, 
Jonas  Calkins,  and  his  grandfather,  wdiose 
name  is  unknown  to  the  iiresent  writer,  were 
both  natixes  of  the  dreen  Mountain  State,  and 
were  both  farmeis  l^y  x'ocation.  Jonas  Calkins 
came  to  Buffalo,  N.\'.,  in  his  early  manhood, 
brintiin^  with  him  his  wife  ami  child.  He 
followed  fainiing  for  a  while  in  Aurora,  lirie 
County,  and  later  removed  to  J^oston,  origi- 
ualh'  a  part  of  Aurora,  where  he  died  at 
sevent)--two  )eais  of  age.  Jonas  Calkins  mar- 
lied  Miss  Luc}'  l^ently,  of  Vermont,  whose 
father,  a  native  of  that  State,  died  in  this 
locality,  ha\dng  reached  the  advanced  age  ot 
ninety-six.  Mrs.  I.uc}'  Calkins  bore  her  hus- 
band three  children  —  (ieorge,  who  died  in 
Michigan  in  [890;  Charlotte,  who  died  when 
a   young  girl;   and    I.exd  Calkins.  Mrs. 

Calkins  was  manied  a  second  time  to  Seth 
Sprague,  of  iXurora,  by  which  marriage  oiie 
SOP.,  Charles  Sprague,   was  born. 

Levi  1^  Calkins  was  sent  to  the  district 
schools  of  the  neigliborhootl  in  which  he  li\'ed 
in  his  early  )'ears.  He  was  a  child  of  twehe 
when  his  father  mo\ed  to  l^uffalo,  which  was 
at  that  time  a  very  small  \-illage.  Mr.  Cal- 
kins adopted  the  miller's  trade  for  his  life 


work,  and  was  successi\-el)'  engaged  in  this 
business  in  Aui'oi'a,  Ja\'a,  Wale-^,  Warsaw, 
Tike,  and  Wethersheld.  In  Warsaw  he  re- 
mainetl  loi"  ten  )ears,  and  was  for  shoiter 
periods  in  the  other  jilaces  of  hi.-,  lesidence. 
Milling  was  after  a  t ime  alxnuloned  ;  and  Mr. 
Calkins  made  his  first  venture  in  hotel-keep- 
ing, ])urchasing  the  Arcade  House,  which  was 
under  his  personal  management  for  three  }'eai"s, 
and  was  then  sold  by  him  to  a  Mr.  Reed.  Mr. 
Calkins  then  purchased  a  jdece  of  pro})erty  in 
Lockport,  and  oi)ened  a  smal  1  hotel,  which  he 
conducted  for  three  }ears.  At  the  expiration 
of  this  time  he  bought  a  farm  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  in  Wethersfield.  After  three 
years  of  agricultural  life  he  sold  this  property 
and  returned  to  Arcade,  where  he  repurchased 
the  hotel  pr(.)pert)',  which  he  remodelled  and 
entirel}'  reno\-ated  before  opening  to  guests. 
This  enterprise  was  successful  and  remunera- 
ti\-e,  and  Mr.  Calkins  continued  to  entertain 
the  traxelling  public  until  he  felt  justified  in  re- 
tiring from  the  somewhat  artluous  duties  of  host. 
The  handsomel}'  equip])ed  establishment  found 
a  read}-  purchaser;  and  fie  mo\ed  to  his  pleasant 
home  in  Arcade,  \\]-ieie  he  has  since  lemained. 

He  was  j-narried  to  his  fiist  wife,  Miss  Ma- 
tilda Wiley,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Seth  Wiley, 
a  cabinet-n-iaker  in  Veri-i-ioi-it,  in  1840.  The 
five  children  who  were  the  offspring  of  this 
union  were:  'I'heodore,  who  n-iarried  Miss 
Addie  I)e  Ronee,  of  Lockport,  and  who  died 
at  five-and-thirty  ;  Judson;  Ann  1).  ;  luldie; 
and  one  who  died  in  infanc\-.  Judson  died 
aged  ele\'en  )-ears,  Ann  1).  ilied  aged  twehe 
)  ears,  and  Lddie  A.  aged  three  }-eai  s  ;  and  the 
mother  dieil  in  the  August  of  1855.  The  sec- 
ond wite  of  Ml".  Calkins  was  I'aiiil)'  b'arrington 
Recti,  wh(;  died  in  1888.  The  subject  of  this 
memoir  is  carnestl)  Democratic  in  piditical 
con\  ictions.  He  has  held  for  tlu-ee  teniis  both 
the  offices  ni  X'illage  Trustee  and  h^xcise  Com- 
missioner. 


C.   PATTERSON,  for  many 
)'ears  a  \ery  successful  meichant  tailor 
and   dealer  in  gentleniei-i's  furnish- 
iiig-  goods,   of   Cieneseo,  Livii-igston 
Count)-,  N.V.,  and  now  living  in  retiremeiit, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


having  by  liis  l)u,siness  ability  procured  a  hand- 
somc  conipctciu')',  was  hovn  in  St.  Andrew's, 
l^'itcsiiire,  Sfcilland,  ]u\\  15,  1 801;.  'I  bc  laiul 
of  Wallace  and  ]5ruce,  Scott  aiul  Hums,  seems 
to  ha\e  contributed  largely  to  the  honest  and 
thrift)'  i)eo[)le  nf  Western  New  York,  either 
directly  or  through  ancestral  descent  ;  aiul  well 
ma}'  she  be  i)riiuil  of  the  record  of  her  sturdy 
sons  across  the  sea.  J^oth  the  father  and 
grandfather  of  Ali'.  I'atteison  (all  three  bearing 
the  favorite  Scotch  name  Robert)  were  natives 
and  life-long  resiilents  of  St.  Andrews,  where 
a  paternal  uncle,  the  Rev.  John  Patterson,  was 
a  well-known  clergyman  and  instructor.  The 
secoml  Robert  I'atterson  was  a  tailor,  and  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  thrt)Ugh  his  entire  life, 
which  terminated  in  the  month  of  A]3ril,  1809. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Clementina 
Ratterry.  She  was  a  nati\'e  of  Edinburgh; 
and  she  lived  to  be  eight}'  years  of  age,  dying 
in  St.  7\ndrews.  .She  reared  two  children  — 
Clementina,  who  married  John  Patterson,  and 
spent  her  entire  life  in  the  place  of  her  birth; 
and  Robert  C.,  \vho  i.^  the  only  member  of  tiie 
family  that  e\'ei'  came  to  America  to  reside. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  Robert  (i.  Patterson 
began  to  learn  the  Iratle  ui  a  tailor,  and,  after 
ser\'ing  a  h\'e  }'ears'  apjirent icesh ip,  worked  as 
a  journe)'man  at  Dundee.  In  1842  he  decided 
to  go  to  America,  and,  end:)arking  with  his 
wife  upon  a  sail  ing-\'essel  at  Glasgow  iii  June 
of  that  year,  landetl  fu'c  weeks  later  at  Mon- 
treal, where  he  remained  two  months,  and  then 
went  to  JUulington,  \'t.,  anel  opened  a  tailor's 
shop.  Aftei'  sta\'ing  thiee  )'ears  in  that  city, 
he  came  to  (leneseo,  and  here  engaged  in  his 
vocation,  being  successful  from  the  ver)'  start. 
He  soon  augmented  his  tailoring  business  with 
a  stock  (jf  read)'-niade  clothing  and  gentle- 
men's fui'nishing  go(jds.  Mr.  Patterson  from 
this  tinie  foiwaid  cnjo\'ed  a  substantial  pros- 
perit)  in  business,  and  in  1884  lel incjuished 
his  interest  in  fa\'or  of  liis  son,  James  V.,  by 
whom  it  is  now  conducted.  In  1888  Mr.  Pat- 
terson erected  his  piescnt  home,  whi(.li  is  a 
handsoiiie  and  conunoiHous  house,  delightfully 
situated  at  the  corner  of  I'dm  and  .South 
Streets.  It  is  tastefully  furnishetl,  and  its  sur- 
roundings aie  both  desirable  and  healthful. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  married  August  20.  1834, 


to  Miss  Allison  i-~enwick,  a  natix'e  of  Dundee, 
Scotland.  Her  father  was  an  only  son,  and 
inherited  his  lather's  estate  in  Dundee,  whei'e 
he  was  a  lite-long  resident.  'I  he  maiden 
name  of  Mrs.  I'attevson'.s  niother  was  liaibara 
Downie.  .She  was  a  life-long  resident  of  .Scot- 
land. .She  reaied  si.\  children —  Peter,  (oliii, 
James,  Williani,  J5elle,  and  Allison.  John 
emigrated  to  America,  antl  settled  in  Montieal, 
spending  his  last  years  there.  His  son,  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  .M.  l-"en\\  ick,  was  foi-  thirt)' 
years  pastor  of  a  church  in  Kingston,  Canada, 
and  now  ;i\es  retired  at  .Moiitreal.  Another 
son,  (leorge  .S.  l'~enwick,  an  importer  of  goods, 
lives  in  Kingston,  ()nlario.  The  two  daugh- 
ters (jf  John  l-"enwick  are  Jessie  and  Isabel. 
Jessie  is  the  wife  of  Ira  Breck,  aiul  Isabel  the 
wife  of  Malcoinb  Sutherland,  also  of  Kingston. 
No  other  member  of  her  faniilv  e\'er  came  to 
America,  e.xcept  to  \-isit. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson  ha\'e  h\'e  childien 
living  —  William,  James  V.,  Pmliaia,  Clem- 
entina, and  Alice  l\  Roliert  V.  died  in  his 
thirty-second  )'eai',  and  I-"raid<  at  the  age  of 
twent)'-two  )'ears.  James  !■".  married  Parron 
Rhoode;  and  thev  ha\  e  three  sons Robert, 
Jonas,  and  James.  Hailiara  marrietl  John 
\i.  Lanilerdale ;  they  have  four  children  — 
Henry,  Charles,  Clarence,  and  Alice.  The 
entire  family  are  menibers  of  the  Presbvterian 
church.  An  honor  to  the  historic  lantl  that 
gave  hiiii  birth,  and  a  niost  acceptable  addition 
to  the  citizens  of  worth  who  forni  a  part  of  an 
intelligent  comiiumit)'  in  the  land  of  his  adop- 
tioii.  Ml".  Patterson  can  look  with  a  just  pride 
upon  his  successful  career,  and  shouKI  enjoy 
his  well-earned  rest  froiu  the  caies  of  business. 


YpT)'^'^''-'^''    HARM'TJ-,  a  retired  farmer 
\^\^     ''1  Waisaw,  Wyoming  Count\',  NA'., 
I  b\        was   born    neai'    the    l']rie  Railwa)' 
station    in    this    \'illage,     ]u\\  ij, 
1839.      His  giand|)arcnts,  Jonathan  and  Ruth 
(Merrill)  Harnett,  came  from  New  Hampshire 
to  ()range\'ille,  \.\'.,  in  i8jo,  bringing  their 
laiiiily  with  theiu,  the  jouine)'  being  made  1)\' 
slow  stages  with  a  team.     'Pwo  of  their  elder 
sons,  Amos  M.   and  William  1).  H.iinett,  had 
come  a  lew  \'ears  pie\  ious,  aiul  were  engaged 
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here  in  the  manufacture  of  fanning-mills. 
Jdiiatlian  Ikirnctt  uas  a  dcscciulant  of  Scotch- 
Irish  iniiii i^ianls  who  settled  in  1 -onchmderry, 
N.ll.,  in  1720.  lie  was  horn  in  that  town 
Septenihei-  13,  1767.  lie  died  August  27, 
1X42.  Mis.  Ruth  Hai'nett  surxived  her  hus- 
band se\'eral  \ears,  and  ilied  March  2y,  1855. 

l  lieir  son  Robeit,  the  father  (if  the  (original 
of  this  sketch,  was  burn  in  Londonderry, 
N.H.,  in  179<S,  anil  was  twice  married.  His 
first  wife,  Sally  Xe\  ins,  died,  lea\'ing  one  son, 
James  Nevins  liarnett,  who  was  for  some  time 
a  commercial  traveller  in  the  interests  of  the 
fanning-mills  and  Miller's  blacking,  but  who 
later  became  a  farmer.  He  died  aged  fifty- 
two  years.  Mr.  Barnett's  second  wife  was 
Miss  Hetty  Foster,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
1837.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Luther  and 
Ruth  (Hedges)  b'oster.  Hei'  father  was  from 
l^astern  New  York,  and  her  UKjther  was  a  na- 
tive of  Long  Island.  Of  Mrs.  Hetty  Barnett's 
brothers  and  sisters,  Scjlon  I'oster,  an  octo- 
genarian in  Salt  Lake  Cit\',  and  Mrs.  Ruth  E. 
Cleveland,  who  is  eight)'-one  )'ears  of  age,  and 
resides  in  Warsaw,  sLU'\i\e.  Robert  Barnett, 
.Si".,  wa>  a  farmer  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances. He  and  his  wife,  Hetty  Foster  Bar- 
nett, weie  jjiith  members  of  the  Congregational 
church.  They  had  but  one  child,  the  present 
Robei  t  Ikirnett,  of  Warsaw.  The  father  died 
in  Ma\-,  1870,  the  mother  in  March,  1875, 
at  se\enty-fi\'e  years  ot  age. 

Robert  liiinett  received  a  good,  plain  edu- 
cation in  the  school.-^  in  Warsaw,  and  was  early 
trained  to  a  practical  knowledge  of  farming. 
He  remained  at  home  until  1862,  when  he 
enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth 
New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  Compan)'  L), 
but  was  tiansferietl  to  the  I'irst  New  York 
Hragoons,  in  which  he  served  three  years. 
During  the  campaign  in  the  Shenandoah 
valley  he  receix'etl  a  gunshot  wound  at  Stras- 
burg,  which  resulted  in  many  weeks  of  suf- 
tering  in  \'arious  hospitals,  aiul  finally  in  the 
amputation  of  his  leg  just  above  the  knee 
joint.  Mr.  Ivirnett  was  se\en  weeks  at  the 
Brick  Church  llosjiital  in  Winchester,  Va. ,  a 
fortnight  at  the  hospital  in  Frederick  Cit\, 
Md.,  and  was  finalh'  sent  to  the  Central  Park 
Hospital,    which    was    under     Dr.  Shrady's 


charge,  and  had  for  its  nurses  the  Sisters  of 
Charity,  wh(jse  gentle  ministr}-  always  brought 
comtort,  and  whose  calm,  sweet  taces  seemed 
to  leave  a  benetliction  upon  cot  and  ward.  He 
was  discharged  August  22,  1865,  when  lie 
returned  t<j  his  parents,  who  while  the}'  li\ed 
were  his  princijial  care.  Mr.  Barnett  has 
always  been  engaged  in  agriculture,  and  has 
owned  three  farms,  all  of  which  he  has  disposed 
of  by  sale  or  lease.  In  recognition  of  ser\'ices 
rendered  his  countr}',  he  receives  a  monthly 
pension  of  thirt)  -si.\  dollars.  He  is  a  member 
of  Gibb's  Post,  Xo.  130,  (jrand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  of  which  he  was  Commander  for  a 
year,  and  is  a  member  of  Crystal  Salt  Lodge, 
No.  503,  Lidepc'ident  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
Mr.  Barnett  cast  his  first  vote  for  the  mar- 
tyred President,  Abraham  Lincoln;  and  he  has 
ever  since  been  loyal  to  the  Republican  party, 
to  which  his  earl)-  allegiance  was  plighted. 


'^OHX  H.  ADAMS,  farmer,  and  some- 
time teacher,  of  Livonia,  N.Y.,  was 
born  in  Richmond,  Ontario  Count)', 
June  27,  1838.  His  grandfather,  Isaac 
Adams,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Ontario  Coujity.  He  came 
to  this  State  with  a  family  b)'  the  name  of 
Reed,  lor  whom  he  worked ;  and  the  journey 
was  made  with  an  o.\  team.  The  )i)ung  pio- 
neer workeil  faithfully,  and  was  at  last  able  to 
buy  a  Miiall  farm  of  improved  land,  upon 
which  he  built  a  log  house.  This  was  after 
some  )ears  rejjlacetl  by  a  frame  dwelling, 
under  whose  roof  the  remaining  \-ears  of  his 
life  were  ixissed.  His  wife  was  Miss  Lucretia 
Holmes,  b\'  whom  he  had  ten  children  — 
C)'rus,  Willis,  John,  Lydia,  Susan,  Timoth), 
Lucina,    l-lsther,    Isaac,   and  Chester. 

Isaac  Ailams,  son  oi  Is.uk  and  Lucretia, 
obtained  his  education  in  tlie  district  schools 
of  the  \'illage,  and  made  himself  useful  about 
his  lather's  farm  until  he  was  of  age,  when  he 
bought  a  farm  at  Springwatei.  Here  he  lived 
five  )ears,  alter  which  time  he  snlil  his  pro])- 
ertyand  moved  lo  kichniond,  his  ])lace  of  birth, 
where  he  remained  until  1872.  In  that  year  he 
dis|)osed  ot  the  Richmond  farm,  and  came  to 
Livonia,  where  he  lix'ecl  until  the  date  of  his 
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death,  Jaiuiai)'  26,  nS.S/.  lie  was  married  in 
Miss  Hannah  l^eckei-,  a  dauf;hter  of  Jolm  and 
Liirana  ]5ecker,  lo  \\liiiin  two  cliilclren  were 
])orn  — - a  daughter,  llclen,  and  a  son,  Jolm  II. 
Adams.  Helen  is  now  Mrs.  Alden  Adams, 
and  has  one  dani;hter,  who  bears  the  name  of 
]''A\:\.     She  li\cs  in  I.ixonia. 

John  II.  Adams  attended  the  district  school 
near  his  home,  ant!  afterward  pursued  a  course  of 
study  at  the  normal  school  in  Geneseo.  Having" 
completed  his  education,  he  taught  schcjol  for 
three  )■eal•^^  in  I.ixonia  and  Richmond.  In 
1883  he  l)ought  a  small  farm  of  seventy  acres; 
and,  finding  the  outdoor  exercise  and  free,  in- 
dependent life  of  the  farmer  more  agreeable 
than  the  scdcnlai}'  and  patience-ta.xing  exist- 
ence within  the  foui  walls  of  a  school-rotjm, 
he  has  since  followed  the  former  occupation, 
and  has  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  prop- 
erty until  his  estate  now  covers  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres.  In  uS8o  he  was  married  to 
Emma  Wemett,  a  tlaughter  of  W'illiaiu  and 
Hulda  (Gaines)  Wemett,  of  I.i\onia.  The 
birth  of  thiee  children  has  l)lessed  this  mar- 
riage—  Clifford,  I'annie,  antl  (iladys. 

Mr.  Adams  has  been  Supervist)r  for  four 
years,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge, 
No.  77S,  of  l.i\<>nia  .Station.  He  always 
manifests  interest  in  the  [lolitical  issues,  and 
is  a  stanch  Republican.  His  first  Presiilential 
vote  was  cast  for  lames  A.  Garfield  in  1880. 


RANK  McI'.LKOV,  School  Commis- 
sioner of  the  .Second  District  of  Wy- 
oming County,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  I'^agle,  July  \f>,  1856,  son  of  James  and 
Serena  (Ik-ach)  McMlroy.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  John  .Mcl^li'oy,  was  a  native  of 
Greene  County.  (  )f  his  famil)'  of  three  sons 
and  three  daughters,  James,  l)orn  in  .\lbany 
County,  June  22,   1820,   was  the  third  child. 

As  a  small  boy,  James  McbMroy  lived  in  a 
farmer's  famih',  wheie  he  was  brought  up  with 
a  practical  knowledge  of  agricvdtural  life;  ami 
as  a  lad  ot  fouiteen  }ears  he  came  to  this  sec- 
tion, where  his  son  now  holds  a  prominent 
position,  and  began  working  out  by  the  month. 
The  accumulation  of  his  patient  earnings  year 
b\    )eai    sleadil)    increased,   until    the  Ncung 


faim  haiul  was  a  landholdei'  neai'  tlie  \illage 
of  liagle,  where  his  \(Uithfui  labors  had 
begun.  This  projjertN  was  af tei  w aitl  sold,  and 
a  tarm  i)urchased  in  or  near  IMiss,  in  WVoming 
County.  Of  the  three  huntlred  acres  of  land 
included  in  this  tract  two  hundred  were  unim- 
IM'oved,  and  had  to  be  cleared.  With  an  en- 
erg}-  that  no  obstacle  daunted,  he  fell  to  wcjrk, 
and  ill  a  short  time  had  it  almost  ready  for  the 
[dough.  Tlie  first  four  )ears  of  his  life  here 
were  spent  in  an  humble  little  log  cabin;  but 
the  occupants  were  not  less  hap]j)',  perhaps, 
than  when  in  more  jjrosperous  times  they  lived 
in  the  more  pretentious  home  he  afterwaril 
built. 

.Mr.  James  .McKIroy's  wife,  .Seiena,  was  a 
daughter  of  iJaniel  Reach,  who  came  from 
Connecticut,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers in  these  parts.  Mr.  J-ieach's  log  cabin 
was  in  the  mitlst  of  a  forest.  The  nearest 
mill  was  twelve  miles  distant,  and  the  nearest 
village  thirt}'-fi\e  miles  away.  Coming  with 
the  limited  cai)ital  of  one  hundred  and  four 
dtdlais,  an  axe,  a  sho\'el,  and  a  hoe,  and  an 
indomitable  courage,  the  )()ung  pioneer  began 
his  career,  and  within  eight  \ears  luul  paid  for 
the  farm,  ami  was  the  possessor  of  a  comfort- 
able home.  Mr.  l^each  dietl  not  long  after  the 
accomplishment  of  his  life  uork.  His  widow- 
died  at  eightv-four  xeais  of  aiie.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mcl'drov  reareil  four  children —  billen 
A.;  b'rank,  of  whom  this  is  written;  Libbc)- 
C.  ;  and  ImciI  15.  .She  tlied  in  the  sixtN  -sixth 
)-ear  of  her  age. 

Mr.  I'"rank  .McRlro)-  was  educated  in  the 
tlistrict  schools  and  the  Tike  .Sem i i-iar\-,  after 
which,  at  the  age  of  twentx-two  Ncars,  he 
began  teaching  —  an  a\-ocation  he  continued 
tor  fi\-c  )cars.  ( )n  ()ctober  13,  nSjcj,  he  was 
wedtled  to  Miss  I5eulah  I-;.  Joiner,  a  ilaughlei" 
of  Mr.  Andrew-  Joiner,  of  Wethersfield.  Her 
death,  on  the  i6th  of  March,  1884,  in  the 
twenty-se\-enth  )ear  of  her  age,  was  a  great 
and  grievous  bereax'ement  to  her  husband, 
whose  liie  has  been  since  ox  ei  shadowed  1)\-  the 
sorrow. 

In  1891  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
School  Commissioner  of  the  Secoiul  District 
ol  the  county,  and  |)io\cd  himself  so  efficient 
in  this  capacit)  that  in  1893  he  was  re-elected 
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for  tlirce  years.  In  iMtlitioal  faith  Mr.  Mc- 
l^li'o}'  is  a  ]\L'|)iibl icaii,  and  in  religious  con- 
nections is  a  J'"ree  Will  J^ajjtist.  lie  is  a 
member  of  Blue  Lodge,  of  Pike,  in  which 
organization  lie  has  ofhciated  as  Chaplain. 
Mr.  Mcl'Jro)'  is  a  man  ot  uncommon  intelli- 
gence, and  has  the  entile  confidence  of  the 
community  in  which   his   lot   has   been  cast. 


.Hb;kT  C.  HklS'lOL,  a  succes.sful 
ainier  of  Axon,  I.i\ingston  County, 
N.V.,  was  Ijorn  in  Canaan,  Colum- 
bia Count}',  Januar)-  6,  i8i2.  His 
grantlfather,  Mliphalet  lh"ist(d,  who  was  born 
in  Comieclicut,  April  7,  1751,  removed  to 
Canaan  when  a  )'oung  man,  making  the  jour- 
ne)'  on  foot,  ami  l)i'ingiiig  an  a.\e.  Me  secmx'd 
lanil  c(jvered  with  a  hea\)'  growth  of  timber. 
He  cleared  a  farm,  anil  lixed  there  with  his 
wife,  Saridi  (Sco\il)  Bristol,  until  his  death  in 
1S33.  The)'  had  si.\  children,  one  son  and 
fi\'e  ilaughters,  all  ot  whom  married  and 
seltleil  in  Lima,  Li\  ingston  County,  N.  Y. 
The  father  of  :\lbert  (i.  Bristol,  hHiphalet 
Bristol,  Jr.,  was  Ijorn  in  Canaan,  January  5, 
1784,  and,  ha\'ing  inherited  a  [xirt  of  the  old 
homestead,  afterwarti  bought  the  rest  from  the 
heii's,  and,  adding  more  lo  il,  made  this  place 
his  home  for  life,  (l\  ing  in  i  STu),  at  the  age  of 
eighty-fi\'e  years.  II  is  hrst  wife  was  Lucy 
Cri]jpen,  of  Columbia  Count}',  New  \'ork, 
daughter  of  Benjaniin  and  Heljorah  (l^'oote) 
Crij^pen.  She  died  in  i<S26,  at  the  age  of 
forty-six  years,  lea\'ing  seven  children  ; 
naniely,  Sarah,  Albeit  G.,  Benjamin,  Debo- 
rah, Luc}',  L}'tlia,  and  Scoxil.  iMr.  Bristol 
then  married  Laura  Crocker,  of  Chatham,  who 
had  two  sons —  Horace  and  Abel. 

Albert  (1.  Bristol  was  educated  in  his  nati\e 
town,  where  he  resided  till  ]'\'bruai"y,  183C, 
when  he  came  to  Livingston  Count}',  inaking 
the  eight  da}s'  journe}'  in  a  sleigh.  He  had 
\'isited  this  section  in  the  tall  ot  the  pre\'ious 
}'eai',  and  bought  (jne  hiindietl  acres  of  land  in 
the  town  ot  j\\'on,  which  then  consisted  ot  onl} 
one  uncompleteil  house,  si.xteen  by  eighteen. 
This  he  finished,  and,  making  it  coniforta 
ble,  commenced  his  career  as  an  indei)endent 
farmer.       He   soon    built   another   house  and 


frame  barn,  and  otherwise  impnwed  the  pro]3- 
ert}',  residing  there  until  1852,  when  he  sold 
that  farm  and  purchased  tlie  place  on  which  he 
now  resitles,  Here  he  erected  a  number  oi 
buildings,  with  modern  impro\'ements,  which 
rank  among  the  best  in  the  town.  The  farm 
consists  ol  one  hundred  and  t\s  eiit}'-h\ e  acres, 
which  he  has  managetl  \'ery  successful!}'. 

April  14,  1835,  he  married  Miranda  Lock- 
wood,  who  was  born  in  Canaan,  Columbia 
Count}',  September  6,    1813,  daughter 

of  Abijah  and  Talatha  (BTmor)  Lockwood. 
Mrs.  Bristol  tlicd  in  1890,  leaxing  fi\'e  chil- 
dren—  (ieoi  ge  W. ,  Luc}'  L. ,  Janies  L. ,  Mar- 
tin 11.,  and  .Albert  AI.  (ieorge  W.  niarried 
Mai'}'  Stilson,  h'ebruar}'  14,  1866,  and  after 
her  death,  Jul}'  23,  1866,  was  again  inarried  to 
Nellie  Will  ianis,  December  25,  1867.  The 
latter  (.lied  Jul}'  26,  1879;  and  he  was  subse- 
Cjueiitly  married  for  the  third  tinie  to  Helen 
l^urdette.  He  now  lesides  at  (irautl  Jvapids, 
and  has  one  son,  !'"rank.  Lucy  L.  li\'es  at 
home  with  her  father.  Janies  L.  manied 
March  3,  1864,  h]mma  Huntington,  who  died 
Jul}'  30,  1876,  leaxing  si.\  children —  Louis, 
(jcrtruile,  h'red,  Miranda,  Han'}',  and  Crace. 
James  then  married,  Nox'eniber  2,  1881,  Jessie 
Hallock.  IMartin  H.  married  Helen  Warner, 
June  8,  1881,  and  has  three  children  Roie, 
Ja}',  aiul  Ilaiiiet.  Alliert  M.  married  Minnie 
Remington,  June  7,  1888,  and  has  one  son, 
Benjamin  CI i Iford. 

Mr.  Bristol  has  been  a  Republican  for  some 
}'eai's,  and  has  done  a  great  deal  for  the  prog- 
ress ot  the  town  in  \shich  he  li\es.  He  is  a 
man  ot  broad  \'iews,  and  is  well  read,  spending 
much  of  his  spare  time  with  hi^  liooks  and  the 
papers,  thereb}'  being  al)le  to  conxerse  leadily 
on  all  the  affairs  of  the  da^•. 


T^HARLKS  M.  JOHXSOX,  a  retired 
I  larmer  and  a  highly  respected  citizen 

of  (Castile,  Wyoming  County,  N.V., 
xvas  born  in  the  toxvn  of  Galwa\', 
Saratoga  C"ount\',  Septeiiiber  3,  1840.  His 
father,  lleiir}'  1^.,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Jacob 
and  Nancy  Johnson,  who  were  of  hhiglish  and 
Scotch  descent.  Not  very  much  is  known 
ot  Jacob'^  career;  but  he  xvas   a  progressixe 
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farmer,  and  was  in  the  service  of  the  country 
in  the  War  of  1S12.  His  death  occurred  at 
Saratoj^a  Sprinj^s  in  his  ei[;iity-fourth  year. 
II is  wife,  Nancy,  dietl  at  about  eij^hty.  The)' 
were  the  parents  ot  seven  chiklren  —  Henry, 
Alfred,  William,  Joseph,  Guy,  Rhoda,  antl 
Harriet. 

Henr)'  H.  Johnson  was  born  in  Saratoga 
County,  June  19,  1S12,  and  when  he  was  old 
enough  bcL^an  to  look  into  the  work  of  farm- 
ing and  to  j)ut  into  jiractice  the  waking  ideas 
of  his  young  brain.  In  1849  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Cienesce  Falls,  Wyoming 
County,  and  later  to  the  adjoining  town  of 
Castile,  where  he  set  to  work  in  his  chosen 
occupation,  ami  was  known  in  that  region  as 
one  of  the  trul}'  progressive  farmers  of  the 
locality.  His  death  took  place  in  the  course 
of  time,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  His 
wife's  maiden  name  was  roily  Shields.  Her 
age  at  the  close  of  lier  life  was  seventy  years. 
She  had  been  the  nn^ther  of  four  children,  the 
second  of  whom,  Hern-y,  named  for  his  father, 
married  Kli/a  Lee,  and  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Castile,  The  only  daughter,  Martha 
J.  J(.)hnson,  died  in  youth.  The  thiid  son, 
I'orter  M.,  born  July  19,  1857,  ami  now  mar- 
ried to  Ellen  -Sowerby,  is  a  miller  by  occupa- 
tion, in  Castile;  and  they  have  five  children. 

Charles  M.  Johnson,  the  eldest  of  the  four, 
and  the  subject  of  this  narrati\e,  was  in  his 
ninth  year  when  his  father  and  mother  left  the 
eastern  part  of  the  State  for  the  western  town 
of  Castile;  and  lie  was  thus  able  to  use  the 
advantages  which  the  well-develoi^ed  schools 
of  this  neighboihootl  afforded.  When  he  had 
finished  his  education,  he  began  farming.  In 
1862  I\Ir.  Johnson  enlisted  in  Company  D, 
One  Hundred  and  I'hii ty-si.\th  Regiment,  New 
\'ork  \'olunteers,  under  Captain  Augustus 
Harrington,  and  soon  found  himself  on  the 
scene  of  acticni,  such  as  his  country  had  never 
before  beheld  imr  his  twenty-two  years  e\'er 
conceived  of  in  his  most  ardent  momi'nls  of 
scho(jl-boy  patriotism.  At  length  the  cruel 
war  was  over,  and  his  discharge  took  place. 
This  was  on  June  20,  1865.  He  had  been 
in  many  fierce  battles,  including  the  terrible 
encounter  at  (jettysburg;  but  in  them  all  he 
escaped  injur)',  and  he  returned  in  salety  to 


his  home.  Soon  after  lie  went  to  New  York 
City,  taking  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  dry-gocxls 
store,  and  remaineil  in  that  capacity  three 
years.  He  then  came  to  Castile,  and  went 
into  the  Inisiness  of  cheese  manufacture,  which 
he  carried  on  for  se\en  years  at  West  IVrry 
with  J(jhn  Thop.ison.  At  the  end  of  this 
period  he  took  hold  of  a  new  branch  of  indus- 
try, with  his  kit  of  tools  and  a  fresli  sjjirit 
beginning  work  as  a  car[)enter,  shortly  becom- 
ing a  builder  and  jcjbbei'.  In  1882  he  went 
back  to  Castile,  and  continuing  his  same  line 
of  work  became  very  successful.  In  1884  he 
built  the  large  and  beautiful  house  which  he 
now  owns  at  \o.  19  Libeity  Street.  Mr. 
Johnson  also  owns  a  fine  summer  cottage  at 
Silver  Lake. 

Charles  M.  Johnson  was  married  in  1870  to 
Miss  Martha  Sowerb}',  who  tlied  July  17, 
1892.  (See  sketch  of  John  Sowerby  on  an- 
other page.)  Mrs.  Martha  S.  J{)hnson  was 
the  mother  of  three  children,  who  all  sur\dved 
her,  namel)':  Clara  M.,  born  May  14,  1873, 
marrietl  to  l-'rank  Dunbar,  a  farmer  in  the 
town  of  Castile,  and  wIkj  has  two  children  — 
M.  Matilda  and  Bennett;  l^stella  C,  born 
Sejjtember  14,  1 872,  who  li\'es  willi  her 
father;  and  William  Llmer,  boin  h\bruarv 
10,  1882,  also  umler  the  home  lonf.  In  1894 
Mr.  Johnson  married  f(jr  his  second  wile  .Miss 
I'illa  Johnson,  who  was  born  at  Caledonia, 
Livingston  County,  May  15,  1867,  daughter 
of  Lewis  and  Clara  (Beckwith)  Johnson. 
Her  father  is  of  l'2nglish  tlescent,  and  was 
born  in  Wyoming  Count)',  (anuar)',  1836.  He 
has  been  twice  marrieil,  and  .Mi's.  Charles  M . 
Johnson  is  a  daughter  by  the  first  marriage. 
Lewis  Johnson  is  still  living,  and  doing  a 
prospjrous  business  as  a  contractor  and  car- 
peiiter,  living  in  the  comfortable  house  which 
he  built  himself  ov\  Water  Street.  He  be- 
lieves in  Prohibition,  and  is  a  mendjci'  nl  the 
Methodist  Lpiscopal  churcli. 

Charles  M.  Johnson  is  a  member  of  the 
]^ai)tist  church.  He  is  a  Republican  in  ])oli- 
lics;  and,  as  ;i  nian  of  piobity  and  reliabilitv 
in  business  atfairs,  he  has  been  called  to  miiun' 
offices  in  the  interests  of  the  town.  .Now  that 
the  tever  ol  ambitioii  which  possesses  the 
mind  ol  all  youth  has  gi\'en  j^lace  to  the  cool- 
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ncss  of  maturer  years,  Mr.  Johnson  has  settleil 
clown  to  enjo)'  more  fully  than  in  previous 
clays  the  well-earned  serenity  which  results 
from  a  worthy  and  intellii^cnt  activity. 


(^Yr-LI-l'^N  \V.  l'h:CK,  a  well-known  and 
/lA  esteemed  resident  of  Arcade,  W'yo- 
/jr\  ming  County,  formerly  a  conductor 
^ —  on  the  l{rie  Railroad,  was  born  in 
Java  in  the  same  county,  January  26,  1852. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  Berlin,  Ilartfortl 
County,  Conn.,  born  December  19,  182 1. 
He  iKjre  the  name  of  Lucius,  and  was  a  son  of 
James  Peck,  a  native  of  the  State  of  Vermont. 
'I'he  [;"randfatlK'r  canu-  to  .Steuben  County, 
i\'ew  Yoik,  in  1822,  antl  settled  on  a  farm, 
which  he  cleared,  and  on  which  he  resided  till 
his  death,  l-'ebruar)'  28,  1845.  His  wife,  the 
grandmother,  was  ]\liss  I'ranklin,  with  the 
good  old-fashioned  iiretix  of  Sally.  Her  death 
occurred  on  the  19th  of  February,  1839,  pre- 
ceding that  of  her  husband  by  six  years. 

Lucius  I'eck,  the  father  of  Allen,  early 
manifested  an  intellectual  bent,  being  "fond 
of  his  bonk,"  and  making  such  good  use  (it 
his  opportunities  for  study  that  he  was  quali- 
fied c|uite  early  for  occujjying  the  teacher's 
desk.  He  began  to  teach  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, and  kej^it  at  the  work  for  nine  year.-^, 
when  he  passed  on  his  wand  of  office  to  his 
successor,  and  entered  the  Geneva  Medical 
College.  He  took  the  iirescribed  course,  and 
was  dulv  graduated  in  1847,  and  then  com- 
menced practice  as  a  physician  in  good  stand- 
ing in  the  town  of  h'.agle,  Wyoming  County. 
Aftei"  a  time  he  went  to  a  new  field  in  Steu- 
ben Comit\-,  where  he  remained  a  few  years ; 
and  then  he  moved  to  Java,  remaining  thei-e 
nineteen  \ears,  at  the  end  of  which  time  lie 
changed  again  to  Arcade,  his  home  being  in 
that  place  during  the  rest  of  his  life.  He 
died  on  the  5th  of  May,  1893.  Dr.  Lucius 
I'eck  was  a  man  wlio  deserves  more  than  a 
UKre  jiassing  mention,  being  widely  known 
and  ajjpreciated  both  ;is  a  physician  and  a  citi- 
zen. It  was  no  small  part  ol  his  business  to 
look  after  the  interests  of  the  community. 
He  was  -Supervisor  of  the  town  nine  years, 
and  was  Chairman  of  the  boaid  five  years,  was 


a  member  of  the  .State  Assembh'  in  1S63,  also 
a  Justice*  of  the  Peace,  and  filled  the  office  of 
Postmaster  of  the  town  of  Java  eighteen  suc- 
cessive years.  He  always  cast  a  Republican 
vote.  In  tlie  Masonic  Order,  to  which  he 
belonged  for  many  years,  he  passed  all  the 
degrees.  These  records  show  the  character  of 
the  man  to  have  been  of  the  happiest  t)i)e, 
and  notewortliy  from  its  helpful  activity. 
The  wife  of  Lucius  Peck  was  Miss  Mar)-  J. 
Day,  daughter  of  Paul  IC.  Day,  a  native  of 
York.  ller  father  was  a  clothier  by  occupa- 
tion, in  the  town  of  Haskinville,  .Steuben 
County,  where  lie  ended  his  da3's. 

Lucius  and  Mary  Peck  were  the  parents  of 
two  children  — Lucien  W.,  a  regular  ])liysi- 
cian  in  the  town  'f  Arcade;  and  Allen,  of 
this  sketch.  The  jjarents  were  inclined  to 
the  Congregational  belief,  and  promoted  its 
cause  in  their  neighborhood.  Mrs.  Peck 
lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  died 
in  iXrcade. 

Allen  W.  Peck  came  tcj  man's  estate  in  the 
town  of  Arcade.  He  had  been  going  through 
a  school  course,  and  now  began  his  active 
career  as  an  employee  on  the  T'a"ie  Railroad. 
He  remained  on  the  line  for  three  years;  and 
after  an  interval  of  about  two  )'ears  he  re- 
sumed that  occupation,  and  was  engaged  in 
railroad  service  till  the  year  1891.  At  that 
time  he  made  a  change  by  going  into  the 
large  establishment  of  A.  J.  Davis  as  clerk, 
a  position  which  he  occujiies  at  the  i)resent 
time. 

Mr.  Peck  was  married  in  1873  to  Miss 
Luc)'  Darling,  one  of  four  children  of  Kendall 
Darling,  of  Gaysville,  Vt..,  where  her  father 
was  a  loreman  in  a  woidlen-mill.  Her  death 
occurred  at  the  age  of  fort\',  Decenibei'  10, 
l8cj4.  Her  iiarents  reside  in  the  town  of 
Pike.  Mr.  Peck  is  in  politics  a  Democrat. 
He  has  passed  all  the  degrees  uf  Masonrx',  ami 
is  now  a  Master  Mason.  lie  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Inde]iendent  Order  of  Odd  P'ellows 
of  Arcade,  is  also  a  member  of  tlie  Maccabees, 
and  has  held  se\'eral  of  the  minor  offices.  He 
is  in  aiMilion  to  these  a  member  nf  the  Fra- 
ternity of  Railway  Conductors.  The  ])hysical 
and  mental  stiain  which  belongs  to  the  life 
of  the  manager  of  a  railroad  ti-ain  is  hardly 
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ixirallclcd  in  any  statiiMiary  cmploymt-nt,  and 
Mr.  Peck's  filtccn  )'car.s  of  personal  risk  and 
personal  res])oiisil)ility  fur  the  safety  of  others 
entitle  hini  to  the  i;ralitude  of  tlie  community 
at  lari^e.  Mr.  Peck  has  the  regard  of  his 
many  friends  hoth  for  his  own  sake  and  for 
his  father's  sake,  whom  "to  name  is  to 
praise."  , 


-().Sh:Pll  \- ATI'S  lihlNNKTT,  a  native 
ot  tlie  pn  i^|)erous  town  of  Portage, 
Livingston  C/ount)-,  N.Y.,.an  influen- 
tial business  man  of  great  experience, 
born  Xo\emher  30,  1822.  His  ancestors 
a  thrift}',  industrious  New  lingland 
peijple,  possessctl  of  a  high  order  of  intelli- 
gence. Iqjhraim  Pennett,  the  first  emigrant 
of  the  famil)'  to  this  country,  came  from  Eng- 
land and  settled  in  Newt(nvn,  Conn.,  where 
he  died  in  1780.  One  of  his  three  s(ms, 
our  subject's  grandfather,  'I'homas,  was  born 
in  1752,  and  died  in  the  old  home  in  New- 
town in  1836,  aged  eighty-four. 

'Phomas  Pennett  had  eight  sons  and  three 
daughters.  .Se\en  of  the  sons  settled  in  the 
town  of  Portage.  Of  the  eight  sons,  Walter, 
the  father  ol  oui-  sul)ject,  was  the  si.xth  son. 
1  le  was  the  i)ioneer  of  the  family  to  the  town 
(jf  Portage,  then  .\unda,  in  1817.  His  first 
settlement  in  .New  \'oi"k  .State  was  made  in 
1808,  in  .Scipio,  Ca}uga  County,  wheie  he 
married  lluldah  I'oe  in  1809.  While  trax'el- 
ling  to  Ills  new  home,  lie  was  obliged  to  cut 
his  wa}'  loi  man)'  miles  through  iJi'imeval  for- 
ests. Besides  attending  to  his  farm,  Mr.  Pen- 
nett engagetl  e\tensi\'ei\'  in  lumber  business, 
felling  trees,  and  rafting  the  hmiber  to 
Rochester,  on  the  Cicnesee  Ri\'er.  His  crops 
ol  graiii  weie  leametl  to  the  same  city  for  mar- 
ket, it  ie(.|uiring  ihiee  days  for  one  trijj.  Wul 
step  by  step,  with  the  blessing  (jf  Ciod,  whom 
he  devoutly  worship])ed,  he  was  enabled  to  es- 
tablish a  tiim  anil  agieeable  f(jothold  in  his 
new  honie.  His  Mamg  wife,  gifted  in  cajiabil- 
ity  and  management  of  affairs,  was  an  unfail- 
ing assistant  and  support.  All  the  wearing 
apparel  was  made  b)  the  famil)'.  'Phe  old 
spinning-wheel  is  still  pieser\'ed  in  the  home, 
a  cherished  relic.     While  liv  ing  in  Scii)io,  Mr. 


Pennett,  in  company  with  his  father-in-law, 
went  to  Xew  ICngland,  and  there  jjurchased,  at 
a  cost  of  two  thousand  tlollars,  two  mei'ino 
sheep,  l(jr  the  ])urj)ose  (»f  introducing  the  tine 
wool  into  Western  .\'ew  ^'ork.  Of  the  hist 
shearing,  lluldah  and  her  slep-niolhei',  .Mrs. 
Joel  Coe,  spun  and  wo\e  line  chilh,  of  whiLh 
her  fatiier,  Joel  Coe,  piesented  a  suit  to  the 
tjox'eriKjr  of  the  State.  The  (ioverrior  in  re- 
turn sent  a  lai'ge,  richly  chased  silver  bowl  to 
Mr.  Coe  and  two  sets  ot  siher  teaspoons  to 
the  spinners.  Mr,  Coe  li\ed  to  liis  ninetieth 
)'ear.  Pate  in  life  he  had  his  siher  bowl 
melted  and  matle  into  sets  of  large  tablespoons 
for  his  wife  and  tliree  daughters.  These 
spoons  are  held  in  deep  \eneration  by  the  se\'- 
eral  families. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Pennett  had  eleven 
children  —  Phnily  Coe,  Alma  Jane,  'I'honias 
P'ord,  Walter,  Pdora,  Joseph  Yates,  John 
llenr)-  Holjart,  Maria  Louise,  .Mai')'  Plllen, 
Heber  Coe,  ami  Helier  Coe  seconti,  si.x  ot  whom 
sur\'i\'e  at  this  present.  A  se\'enth,  Walter, 
Jr.,  li\'etl  |;ast  threesccJie  anil  ten.  Phomas 
1'".  is  a  retired  farmer,  residing  in  Missouri. 
He  liad  nine  cliililren,  se\en  of  whom  sur\  i\e. 
( )t  quick  intelligence,  a  close  and  ilee|) 
thinker,  he  carries  on  continued  correspond- 
ence with  nien  of  note  on  governmental  sub- 
jects, giving  his  mind  and  pen  bus\'  woi  k  lor 
his  ripe  old  age.  Wallei',  J  1. ,  possessed  keen 
peiception  of  art  and  skill,  and  was  an  in- 
\enlor.  He  practised  medicine  in  Pro\'iclence, 
k.P,  and  died  in  that  cit\'  in  ,1892.  His 
bi'olher  \'ates  was  with  him  the  last  tew  da\  s 
ot  his  lite,  and  brought  his  lemaiirs  home, 
where  his  funeral  was  attended  ;  and  his  gra\e 
is  beside  his  father's  and  mother's  in  the  Hunt 
cemetery. 

l'"lora  Pennett,  born  September  26,  1820, 
began  teaching  in  1841,  and  taugiit  successive) \' 

'1  n  laue- 


in  Ci.dxiand,  Hunt's  Hollow,  .\unda, 
ville,  anti  Pike,  W\oming  Counl\'. 
she  was  a  winded  a  .State  certilicate. 
quentlv  she  taught  the  village  school 
ter,  Mori  is  Countv,  X.J.,  fourveais. 
toi'  twciUv-eight  \'ears  a  prominent  teacher  in 
inslitulioiis  of  note  in  the  .States  ot  'I'ennessee 
and  .M  ississi|ipi.  ( )ne  ot  manv  souv  enirs  of 
this  period   is  a  beautiful  silver  water  set  and 
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tray.  Four  of  tlic  concludiiif^  years  she  was 
|)rinci|>al  ol  the  l'eal)o(l\'  puhlii-  school  (jf  Suiii- 
iiiit,  Miss,,  wliich  school  hati  five  departments. 
Siie  lesin'iied  hei'  position  in  the  I'eahody  to 
assist  in  the  eare  of  hei"  mother,  then  ninety 
)'ears  old.  At  hei"  resignation  the  Biiard  of 
Education  ])resenled  her  a  {;"ol(l  medal,  beauti- 
full)'  w  roiiL;lil,  as  a  token  of  appreciation  of 
faithful  lai)or  ainoni;'  them.  |.  II.  Hobart  is  a 
dealer  in  musical  instruments,  and  resides  in 
.Spiini^held,  111.  lie  was  boin  in  1825,  and 
has  ne\er  miirried.  Ills  lirst  day  in  that  city 
was  the  day  of  the  funcial  of  the  martyred 
I'resitlent,  .Abraham  Lincoln.  1  le  is  a  faithful 
and  efficient  workc'r  in  the  h'.piscopal  church, 
ami  it  was  throu^^h  his  labor  and  influence  that 
the  palish  of  L'hrist's  (  huich  was  established. 
I'wo  rich  men  (Ridi;le\s)  Iniilt  the  church  as 
a  memorial  to  their  sainted  parents.  Maria 
Louise  Ik'imett  married  John  W.  Johnson,  of 
Haltimoie,  Md.,  and  lesides  in  that  city.  She 
has  no  children.  .Mar\'  Llleii  was  lor  man)' 
\eai's  a  successful  music  teacher  in  the  Soutli, 
lor  the  most  ])ait  in  the  same  iirstitutions 
with  her  sistei'  hdoia.  She  was  educated 
in  music  in  Hoston,  undei'  Professor  |.  C. 
Johnson.  The  father,  Walter  Bennett,  Sr., 
died  May  26,  aged  Hft\-seven  —  just  in 

waning  nianliood's  ]irime.  lie  was  greath' 
lamented. 

The  x'cnerable  mothei  's  home  was  with  her 
son,  J.  \'ates  Bennett.  Centennial  year  the 
three  sisteis  attendetl  the  ]'",xposit ion  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  paid  a  \isit  to  the  homesteail. 
.Mrs.  J.  \'atcs  Bennett  died  in  May  of  that 
)'ear;  and,  because  ol  the  increasing  infirmi- 
ties of  theii"  mother,  Mar\-  remained  at  home 
to  care  lor  her.  Mrs.  lluldah  C'oe  Ik'iinett 
sin\-i\ed  until  her  ninet\ -third  year,  d)ing 
r'ebruary  S,  iNSd  A  few  \ears  she  had  im- 
pertect  sight,  a  great  regret  ;  but  up  to  the  close 
of  her  lite  she  was  an  interested  listener  to 
reading,  and  kept  the  iim  of  passing  events. 
It  was  said  ol  her:  ".She  was  hap])V  in  having 
li\ed  thiough  such  an  cxentful  era,  ha])|)y  in 
her  lainil\'  and  hiends,  happ\'  in  a  long  and 
e\entful  life,  ha|)|)\'  in  the  decline  that  led  to 
;ui  almost  jjainless,  but  conscious  close,  but 
abo\e  all  h;ipp\  in  unfalt<jring  faith  of  a  future 
lile  ol  unending  happiness.''     Among  her  last 


words  were,  "I  am  nothing:  Jesus  is  all  in 
all."  -She  raised  bair  sons,  all  ol  whom  sur- 
\'i\ed  her.  IlK-ii'  lots  ha\e  IjL'eu  \:uied,  as 
the)'  have  lived  in  iliffeienl  .States,  and  much 
within  the  charmed  circle  ol  city  attractions. 
She  would  I'cinark  with  pi'ide  and  coiigratula- 
tion:  "Xot  one  ol  m\  loui  sons  is  a  di'uiikard, 
and  not  one  ol  them  uses  tob.icco.  1  can  ti'usl 
them  w  herev  er  the\  may  gi>.  ' '  l'"or  )ieai"l) 
twent)  )'ears  Mai'v  has  been  the  manager  of 
her  brother's  household,  aided  ^ince  l.SS^  b\ 
her  sister  hdora. 

Joseph  \'ates  Bennett,  the  [irincipal  suljject 
of  this  sketth,  reecived  the  rudiments  of  his 
education  in  tin-  public  school.  His  studies 
were  completed  in  Le  i\oy  and  \unda  .\tad- 
emies.  When  twent\-one,  he  went  to  Louis- 
iana for  one  winter's  stay,  but  remainetl  seven 
yeai's,  teachiiig  private  schools.  He  was  aj)- 
pointed  Postmaster  of  the  t(jwn  of  'Phibo- 
deaux,  antl  heltl  the  office  hve  )eai"s.  At  this 
time  he  was  engaged  in  the  liook  and  station- 
er\'  bLrsiness.  Alter  lesigning  his  oflice,  in 
the  )'ears  1X36 he  ])asse(l  some  months  in 
San  Antonio,  'Pex. ,  and  on  the  frontiei'.  ()n 
leaving  'Pexas,  he  crossed  that  .State  and 
Louisiana  alone  on  horseback.  1  here  were  no 
hotels  except  in  villages,  which  were  far 
ai)art  ;  but  the  traveller  lound  a  kind  welcome 
at  every  house  where  he  asked  tor  entertain- 
ment. His  pistol  was  an  annoyance  in  his 
belt,  so  he  carried  it  stored  :iway  in  his  sadille- 
bags.  Phe  next  lew  years  he  divided  the  time 
between  the  .North  and  South,  spending  two 
years  in  New  (Orleans,  in  business  with  his 
brothel'  Walter.  In  1 S60  he  returned  to  the 
North  ])erm;inently,  and  has  ever  since  resided 
in  t  he  town  of  Portage. 

In  \>^f>2  lie  married  M;niette  (lalusha,  of 
Wa)"ne  Count)'.  (  )iie  son  was  born  to  them, 
whose  death  at  seven  months  was  soon  loHnwed 
by  that  of  the  mother.  Mr,  Mennett's  sec- 
ond wife  was  Mis.  P'.li/abeth  i^raiuli  .Smith, 
a  daughter  of  tlie  late  l)r,  (  i.  W.  Branch. 
She  had  one  son,  (ieorgc  Hraiuh  .Smith,  two 
)ears  old  at  tlie  time  slu'  bec:!me  Mr--,  Ben- 
nett. Pwo  sons  were  born  ol  the  second  union 
— ^  .\rthur  \'ates  and  (lu)'  Percy.  The  mother 
died  in  1X76,  ami  the  infant,  Guy  Percy,'  a 
few  months  later.     (leorge  ami    Arthur  grew 
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up  together,  stiul}  ing  at  home,  Cieorge  under 
the  tuition  of  IMary  li. ,  until  they  entered 
classes  in  high  schools,  (ieorge  in  Mount  Mor- 
ris, Artliur  tliiee  )  ears  later  in  Nunda.  The 
State  Regent's  leport  ga\e  Cieorge  the  highest 
standard,  in  s(ime  respects,  of  any  boy  in  the 
State.  ih^  lea\ing  scliool,  he  worked  in  a 
machine-shop  in  Huffalo,  where  he  mastered 
engineering,  gconietiical  drawing,  and  draft- 
ing, and  became  experienced  in  the  making  of 
steam-engines.  He  is  now,  at  twent)-four, 
sub-cngincer  i>n  a  lake  steamboat.  George 
has  always  cherished  the  warmest  affection  for 
his  ste])-father  and  his  l)rother  Arthur.  Ar- 
thur \'ates  graduated  from  the  high  school  in 
Nunda  after  three  )ears  of  stud)-.  He  then 
took  a  commercial  course  in  a  business  col- 
lege in  I'dmira,  X.  V.  At  this  [)resent  he 
is  twent)-one,  and  is  a  partner  in  the  grain 
and  milling  business  with  his  father. 

Mr.  Hennett's  business  experience  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country  not  only  quickened  his 
natural  abilities,  but  has  served  to  enable  him 
to  conduct  either  jniblic  or  private  affairs  with 
care  and  precision.  A  life-long  Democrat,  he 
has  been  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve 
years  in  a  strong  Republican  town,  and  has 
recently  been  elected  for  four  years  more.  He 
is  a  Mason,  and  is  a  member  of  St.  Mark's 
Iipiscopal  Ciuirch  in  Hunt's  Hollow.  He 
holds  the  offKe  of  Warden,  and  has  been  lay 
reader  for  twenty  years.  St.  Mark's  Church 
was  built  in  i(S2cS,  mainly  through  the  work 
and  influence  of  Walter  Bennett,  Sr.,  and 
Sanfortl  Hunt,  Sr.  Together  they  held  the 
office  of  Warden  until  their  death.  In  the 
fifties  a  handsome  triple  memorial  window  was 
placed  in  the  newly  added  recess  chancel.  In 
i<S88,  a  general  re])airing  being  neces.sary,  Mr. 
J.  ^'ates  Ik-nnett,  as  committee  of  one,  pro- 
ceeded to  gather  means  for  the  work.  The 
result  was  handsome,  high,  mullioned  stained- 
glass  windows,  six  of  them  being  memorial, 
containing  twehe  names  inscribed  in  jianel 
scrolls  of  cathedral  glass.  (^ther  repairs  and 
ornamentation  are  in  perfect  keeping  with  s\ich 
windows.  In  I1S92  was  completed  the  patient 
labor  of  love  that  had  made  St.  Mark's  Church 
one  of  the  neatest  country  churches  in  the  dio- 
cese of  Western  New  York. 


-Tk^Nl^V.    FRANCIS    SULLIVAN,  pastor 
I  of   .St.  Joseph's  Catholic  Church  at 

Perry,     Wyoming    Count)',  N.\\, 

!  was  l)orn  in   .Niagara   Count)-,  De- 

cember 13,  1857.  He  is  a  son  of  Timothy 
Sullivan,  a  native  ol  Ci>unt)-  ("ork,  Ireland, 
boin  in  1820,  who  came  to  y\merica,  and  set- 

I  tied  in  Niagara  Count)-,  New  "\^)rk,  in  1S47. 
The  .Sullivan  family  is  an  ancient  race,  and 
has  won  distincti(jn  in  the  Old  World  and  the 
New.  Timothy  Sulli\-an  liad  been  trained  to 
agricultural  pursuits;  and  on  coming  to  Niag- 
ara Count)'  he  purchased  about  two  hundred 
acres  of  lantl,  and  became  a  very  prosperous 
farmer.  He  was  progressive  as  well  as  indus- 
trious, anil  to-day  owns  several  farms  aside 
from  the  one  upun  which  he  now  resides.  He 
married  Mary  Maher,  daughter  of  Williani 
I\Iaher,  who  was  also  born  in  Ireland,  but 
emigrated  and  settled  in  Middleport,  N.Y., 
where  he  became  a  well-to-do  farmer. 

Timothy  and  Mary  Sullivan  raised  a  family 
of  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 
John,  who  married  Margaret  Dacey,  is  a 
farmer  residing  in  Niagara  County,  and  has 
three  children.  'Phe  Rev.  PTancis  Sullivan  is 
tlie  subject  of  this  sketch.  William,  the  third 
son,  who  resides  in  IlarthuKl,  Niagara  County, 
married  Catlierine  Khoe,  and  has  one  child. 
()ne  daughter,  Mrs.  H.  Gitt)',  of  Lockport, 
has  five  children.  The  other,  Mrs.  P.  J.  Ilal- 
lon,  of  Hartland,  has  three  chiUlren.  'Pimotliy 
.Sullivan  is  still  actively  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  very 
best  grain  cultivators  in  Western  New  ^'ork. 

I'Tancis  Sullivan  was  educated  at  Niagara 
LHiiversit)-,  and  receixed  his  bachelor's  de- 
gree in  I1S79.  In  18S1  lie  received  the  degree 
of  A.M.,  and  his  (irtlination  to  priesthood 
occurred  Ma)-  19,  1883.  On  January  19, 
1884,  he  assumed  charge  of  St.  Joseph's 
Church,  Perry,  where  his  labors  haxe  beeii 
protluctive  of  very  beneficial  results.  St. 
Joseph's  Church  was  erected  in  1871,  the 
Rev.  John  P'itzpatrick  being  its  first  pastor. 
He  was  succeetled  in  1873  l)y  the  Re\-.  M. 
Dwyer,  who  officiated  for  six  years,  ami  was 
followed  by  the  Rev.  P.  Purkney,  who  re- 
mained until  1884,  when  the  Rev.  P'ather 
Sullivan  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  parish. 
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This  gentleman  is  as  progressive  in  church 
work  as  was  liis  father  in  agriculture.  He 
has  laid  a  new  fcnindation  tu  the  churcli,  and 
in  1890  lie  erected  a  beautiful  [)ar()chial  resi- 
dence, lie  has  also  ;^raded  the  grounds,  set 
out  shade  trees,  and  puicliaseil  a  new  ceme- 
tery, besitles  making  man)  other  needed  im- 
provements. 

Fatlier  Sulli\'an,  besides  attending  to  his 
duties  at  Terr}-,  also  officiates  at  St.  Mary's 
Church  at  .Silver  Springs,  and  holds  services 
in  bdtli  of  these  churches  e\ery  Sabbath.  He 
administeis  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  over 
se\'en  humlred  souls.  He  takes  a  live  inter- 
est in  all  matters  of  impiu'tance  relative  to  the 
general  welfare  of  the  connnunity,  antl  has 
twice  been  elected  a  Trustee  of  the  union 
school  at  I'err}',  where  he  is  held  in  the  very 
highest  esteem  by  all  classes.  The  church 
and  jxirochial  residence  are  located  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Lester,  Clark,  and  Park  Streets,  Grove 
Street  being  in  the  rear,  one  of  the  hnest  sites 
in  the  village. 

Father  Sullivan  takes  a  great  interest  in 
the  schools,  the  library,  and  all  educational 
improvements  in  Perry,  Castile,  and  Silver 
Spi  ings.  He  has  ahva\s  laithfully  and  zeal- 
ously performetl  his  pastoral  duties,  and  by 
his  man)'  kindly  acts  has  endeared  himself  to 
the  hearts  of  his  parishioners.  Although  he 
is  comparatively  a  young  man,  he  occupies  an 
influential  position  as  the  senior  Catholic  pas- 
tor in  W^yoming  County.  A  scholarly  and 
elocjuent  speaker,  he  has  deli\ered  a  number 
of  public  addresses  on  various  subjects 
throughout  Western  New  York. 

A  lifelike  ])ortrait  of  the  Rev.  PVancis 
.Sullivan  accompanies  this  brief  sketch  of  his 
beneficent  career. 


J AVID  STKKLP:,  a  retired  farmer  liv- 
=1  ing  in  the  village  of  Arcade,  Wyo- 
^7  ming  County,  N.Y.,  a  man  who  has 
held  many  important  offices,  and  has 
won  the  lesjiect  and  esteem  of  the  community, 
was  born  in  Yorkshire,  Cattaraugus  County. 
March  19,  1825.  His  grandfather,  Thomas 
Steele,  who  was  a  native  of  Derry,  N.H., 
made  all  jireparations  to  move  from  that  State 


to  the  western  part  of  New  ^^)rk,  and  had 
started  on  the  journey  thither,  when  he  was 
stricken  with  an  illness,  and  died  at  Albany. 
His  fathc]-,  Hugh  .Steele,  was  fourteen  years 
old  when  he  first  came  from  New  Hampshire 
to  New  York,  where  he  did  not  remain  ver)- 
long.  He  returned  to  x\ew  llam|)shire,  and  a 
short  time  afterward  went  to  Hoston,  whei'e 
he  secured  work  on  one  of  the  numerous  piers. 
In  1821  he  came  back  to  New  \'ork,  and  took 
possession  of  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  fift)- 
acres  of  timbered  land  in  Cattaraugus  County, 
which  he  cleared  and  improved,  and  upon 
which  he  erected  a  comfortable  dwelling  and 
out-buildings.  He  married  Miss  Lucinda 
Da)',  a  ijative  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  whose 
])arents  late  in  life  mo\'ed  to  New  York,  li\'- 
ing  in  Otsego  and  Steuben  Counties,  but 
afterward  went  West,  where  they  both  died. 
Hugh  Steele  was  the  father  of  eight  children, 
who  were  born  in  the  following  order:  David; 
Lovice;  Lucinda,  who  died  )'oung;  John: 
Elizabeth;  Chaunce)- ;  Ira;  and  Hiram,  who 
is  now  the  jjopular  and  efficient  Postmaster  of 
Arcade.  Both  of  the  parents  were  conscien- 
tious members  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  the 
father  hehl  the  (jffices  of  Assessor  and  C)\'er- 
seer  of  the  Poor. 

After  the  death  of  his  parents  Daxdd  took 
possession  of  the  farm  where  his  life  had 
been  spent,  he  ha\  in^  been  an  infant  of  three 
months  when  his  father  movetl  on  the  place. 
Mr.  Steele  was  a  farmer  by  natural  as  well  as 
inherited  taste,  and  his  )-outhful  experience  of 
tilling  the  soil  and  cattle-raising  was  of  mi- 
questionable  worth  to  him  when  he  became 
manager  of  the  estate.  This  jilace  he  still 
owns,  and  wiiuld  be  reluctant  to  gi\'c  up,  for 
it  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  .Steele 
family  for  over  seventy  years,  and  man\- 
tender  associations  cling  about  it.  In  1 866 
Mr.  .Steele  was  married  to  Miss  Augusta  Pin- 
ney,  a  native  of  Veteran,  Chemung  County,  a 
daughter  "f  Mr.  .Smith  Pinney.  Mrs.  .Steele's 
father  ilied  in  Steuben  County.  Her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Julia  A.  \'an  Hozer, 
was  a  nati\'e  of  Norwalk,  Conn.,  but  died  in 
Antrim  County,  Mich. 

'Plie  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  .Steele 
was  crowned  by  the  birth  of  a  son  and  daugh- 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


tcr.  Ira  Day  Steele,  the  son,  was  educated  in 
Arcade,  and  was  a  telegraph  operator  and 
later  a  clerk  in  the  liotel  in  that  villa,L;e.  At 
the  a<^e  of  twenty-se\en  he  died  in  the  youth- 
ful \'igor  of  manly  strength,  April  6,  1894, 
leaving  a  \'oid  in  the  hearts  and  home  of  his 
parents  wh it  h  cannot  i)e  filled.  Tiic  daugh- 
ter. Bertha,  is  still  at  home  with  her  father 
and  mother  in  Arcade,  the  family  having  re- 
moved to  this  village  in  1893.  Mr.  Steele  is 
a  regular  attendant  of  the  Baptist  church,  of 
which  his  family  are  memhers,  and  in  which 
his  wife  has  been  a  devout  communicant  since 
her  childhood.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and  has 
held  the  iiffice  of  Inspector  (jf  I'^ections. 
He  has  also  been  an  Assessor,  and  has  f:\e 
times  tilled   the   office  of  Town  Supervisor. 


XW/  '^'^'^^^^^  A.  GREEN,  a  leading  and 
distinguished      citizen     of  West 

*^  Sparta,  Livingston  County,  N.Y., 
was  born  in  the  same  town  on  the  farm  near 
his  present  residence,  on  October  26,  1 837,  in 
the  very  heat  of  the  financial  difficulties 
which  created  distress  throughcnit  the  nation, 
and  made  the  administration  of  President  Van 
liuren  exceedingly  unpopular. 

tUs  father,  ]5radford  Green,  was  born  in 
IMayfield,  I'ulton  County,  N.Y.,  where  he 
lived  till  manhood,  coming  to  West  Sparta  in 
1830,  (jver  sixty  years  ago,  when  he  was 
t\vcnty-tu'(j  )'ears  (jld.  Here  he  purchased  a 
hundred  anil  thirty-seven  acres,  and  later  he 
bought  another  tract  near  by  of  two  hundred 
acres.  Afterward  lie  sold  the  first  farm,  but 
lived  on  the  second  till  his  tleath  in  1849,  at 
the  age  of  forty-three,  having  been  burn  in 
1806,  just  as  Madison  was  elected  President. 
His  wife  was  Rebecca  McMaster,  daughter  of 
ICbenezer  McMaster,  a  pioneer  settler  in 
Sparta,  where  she  was  born,  one  of  twelve 
children.  Mrs.  IJradford  Green  had  two  chil- 
dren. The  eldest  is  William  A.,  of  West 
Sparta.  His  brother,  Harlow  B.  Green,  also 
lives  in  this  town.  Their  mother  was  l)orn  in 
181 5,  was  married  while  very  ytjung,  and 
lived  to  be  seventy-eight,  dying  in  1894,  a 
faithful  adherent  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
th  f)Ugh  her  husband  was  a  MethfKlist. 


As  we  have  already  seen,  William  A.  Cireen 
was  a  lad  onl\  a  dozen  years  old  when  his 
father  died.  He  i-ontiniied  to  live  with  his 
widowed  mother  till  he  was  t weiil)'-four.  Be- 
sides attending  the  district  school,  he  went  to 
the  academy  in  l.ima;  but  (jf  course  liis  time 
was  mostl)'  engrossed  by  the  demands  of  the 
farm.  in  1861  became  into  possession  of  a 
portion  of  the  home  larm,  where  he  still  re- 
sides; and  he  also  has  the  oversight  of  another 
farm,  belonging  to  his  wife,  whom  he  married 
in  1861,  at  the  age  of  twenty  four,  just  as  the 
election  of  Abraham  l.incidn  was  made  an 
excuse  for  the  secession  of  Southern  .Slates. 
Mrs.  William  A.  Green's  maidrn  iianii-  was 
Mar)'  Van  Doien.  Her  father,  William  \'aii 
Doren,  was  a  native  of  West  .S|)arta;  but  the 
Van  Doren  family  removed  to  .\unda,  and 
were  there  at  the  time  of  Mary's  Idrth,  she 
being  one  of  their  two  children.  I'ather  Van 
Doren,  howe\'er,  returned  to  West  .Sparta, 
where  he  died  in  1889.  hrom  this  marriage 
have  come  four  children.  William  P).  Green, 
born  in  1863,  lives  in  the  same  town  with  his 
parents.  He  married  Minnie  .Stri\'ings,  of 
Mount  Morris,  and  has  three  chi Idren  —  Ma)', 
Marion,  ;ind  Chester  (ireen.  Cora  May 
Green,  born  in  1865,  became  the  wife  of 
William  Mur|)hy,  a  \\\'st  Spartan  farmer,  and 
has  two  childre-n  —  I'Lthlyn  and  P'deamjr.  Don 
\'.  (jreen,  the  third  child  and  second  son, 
l)orn  in  the  year  1869,  is  unmarried,  and  lives 
with  his  parents,  a  very  manly  young  man, 
resijccted  very  much  by  all  who  make  his  ac- 
([uaintance.  I.eo  Green,  bf)rn  in  1884,  is  the 
youngest  (>{  the  f.unil)',  and  still  remains  (;n 
the  farm.  The  three  ehler  children  were  all 
normal  school  students  at  (ieneseo,  and  were 
very  successful  teachers  in  district  scho(ds. 

Mr.  Green  has  been  Road  Commissioner 
several  years  and  a  Justice  of  Peace.  In  1886 
he  was  elected  .Supervisor,  and  again  in  1894 
for  a  term  of  two  years.  He  has  always  been 
a  consistent  sup[)orter  of  the  Republican 
jjarty.  In  religion  he,  with  his  excellent  com- 
panion, has  followed  his  father's  and  her 
father's  excellent  Methodist  footstejjs;  and 
since  1879  he  has  been  the  faithful  and  elfi- 
cient  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school, 
from  which  he  his  received  many  tokens  of 
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hi^h  rc-ard.  In  botli  jiolitics  and  the  church 
Mr.  Green  is  [)r(jniineiit  and  influential,  and 
would  indiH-.se  the  declar.ition  of  the  great 
c.ssayi;>t,  Addison  — 

"'I'here  is  nothing  wliich  favors  and  falls  in 
with  the  natural  greatness  and  dignity  of 
liunian  nature  so  much  as  religion,  which  does 
not  onl)'  prwiiiise  tiie  eiitii'e  refinement  of  t])C 
mind,  hut  the  glnril}-ing  of  the  body  and  the 
immortality  of  both." 


^-jTVpVARTIX  1".  ANDREWS,  an  rnflu- 
1=  —j  eiitial  and  esteemed  resident  of 
I  J  Is  I  Terr)',  \\')()miug  County,  N.Y., 
was  born  in  that  town  in  August, 
1817.  He  is  a  son  of  Mark  and  Dolly  (Mc- 
Intyre)  Amh'ews,  and  grandson  of  Major 
Mark  and  Ruth  ( I'arris)  Andrews.  Mis 
grandfather  was  born  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  in 
1760,  and  when  a  young  man  removed  to  Au- 
gusta, Me.,  whei'e  he  was  a  merchant  for  some 
years.  While  there  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage t(j  Ruth  I'arris,  a  native  of  Maine, 
whose  brother,  Albican  K.  Parris,  was  Gov- 
ernor from  1822  to  1S27,  and  was  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  United  .States  Treasury  under 
Tre-sident  Jackson.  ]\Iajor  Mark  Andrews 
was  a  soldier  in  tlie  Revolutionary  War.  In 
1816  he  came  to  Wyoming  County,  New 
York,  and  purchased  for  his  son  Mark  one 
hunch'ed  and  twenty  acres  uf  land  in  the  towai 
of  I'eriy,  situated  two  miles  west  of  Rerry 
Centre.  The  farm  is  now  owned  by  C.  Wat- 
rous.  Major  Andrews  with  his  wife  went 
back  to  Maine,  but  after  a  number  of  years 
returned  to  I'erry,  bought  tliirty  acres  of  land 
north  of  ihe  village,  and  built  a  house,  which 
he  occupied  till  his  tleath,  May  16,  1848. 
He  reared  six  children. 

His  son  Mark  was  born  in  Turner,  Me., 
No\'eml)er  13,  1786.  He  was  a  jjioneer  in 
I'err)',  wliere  he  impro\ed  his  farm,  and  be- 
came a  citizen  of  prominence.  He  and  his 
wife  reared  a  family  of  three  children — -Mar- 
tin 1'.,  .Samuel  M.,  and  Joseph  C.  Mark 
Andrews  died  May  19,  1856,  and  liis  wife, 
Dolly,   h'ebruary  23,  1S63. 

Martin  V.  Andrews  received  a  limited  edu- 
cation,  but,   being  fond   of   reading,   has  be- 


come a  well-informed  man.  He  purchased 
sixty-two  and  onediall  acres  of  impi'o\-ed  land 
at  \Vest  I'err)',  and  on  Xos-endu-r  8,  1843, 
married  Mary  limit,  wIkj  was  hnvw  in  (ircA'e- 
laiid,  Livingston  County,  April  28,  1824, 
daughter  of  I'dijali  and  Mary(()gden)  Hunt. 
-She  died  July  21,  1866,  leaving  one  cliild, 
I'.irris,  two  others,  Helen  and  Charles,  having 
tlied  previously.  Un  March  21,  1867,  Mr. 
Aiuh"ews  was  married  for  tiie  second  time  to 
Mrs.  Diana  (Ogden)  Norton,  wdio  was  born 
April  21,  1816,  and  died  February  27,  1888. 
On  July  I  I  of  the  same  year  he  married  his 
present  wife,  Abigail  l)atlirick,  born  in  Perry, 
June  9,  1839,  daughter  of  hdias  and  Clarissa 
(Ward)  Ratlirick.  idias  Bathrick  was  born 
in  Litchfield,  Herkimer  County,  N.Y.,  April 
26,  1800,  and  Clarissa  Ward  in  New  Marl- 
boro, Mass.,  April  3,  1803.  They  were  mar- 
ried on  January  3,  1828,  and  reared  six 
children — Charhjtte,  born  August  25,  1829; 
Linus,  born  .September  2,  1832,  who  married 
.Sarah  I{.  I'dteli;  Lorain,  born  July  7,  1834, 
who  marrietl  for  her  lirst  husband  William 
Corner,  now  deceased;  i^Jartha,  wdio  died  at 
the  age  of  four  yeais;  Aldgail,  born  June  9, 
1839;  and  William  R.,  born  June  9,  1842, 
who  married  .Alancie  Bratt.  Martin  P.  An- 
drews moved  to  Perry  in  1884,  and  now  lives 
in  retirement.  lie  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  churcli  f(jr  sixty-two  years,  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  cluirch  affairs,  also 
in  scho(jls  and  all  matters  relating  to  edu- 
cation. 

Parris  Andrews,  his  only  surviving  child, 
was  born  in  Perr)',  I''e]:)ruary  23,  1845,  and 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Perry  and  Lima 
Seminary.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years 
he  married  lilida  A.  Al)ell,  a  native  of  the 
same  town,  born  August  23,  1843,  daughter 
of  Alfred  and  Abigail  (Kent)  Abel),  ami 
grand-daughter  of  Henjaniin  and  L)(lia 
(  rhatcher)  Abell,  who  came  from  Connecticut 
to  Canandaigua  County,  New  \'ork,  and  from 
thence  to  Perry,  wiicre  the\'  were  among  the 
early  settlers.  d'hey  [jassed  through  the  usual 
vicissitudes  of  a  pioneer's  life,  clearing  their 
land  and  residing  in  a  log  house  until  cir- 
cumstances enabled  them  to  provide  a  more 
comfortable  home.     They  reared  ten  children 
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—  Asa,  Liiulon,  I\Iaria,  Elizabeth,  Lorenzo, 
Alfred,  L}'dia,  Mary  A.,  Benjamin,  and  Eras- 
tu.s.     Grandfather  A])ell   died  at  the  a^re  of 


md  the 


'  laiu 


(mother  at  eighty- 


father  of  Mrs.  Parris  An- 
in  \'ermont,  June  7,  1808, 
"\'ork  State  witli  his  father, 
possession  of  the  old  home- 


eighty-three, 
five. 

Alfred  A  hell, 
drews,  was  bfirn 
and  came  to  New 
On  coming  into 
stead,  he  renovated  the  buildings,  and  made 
many  general  improvements.  At  the  age  of 
thirty-two  he  mai'ried  Abigail  Kent,  who  was 
born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  October  23,  1821.  Of 
their  seven  children  only  two  are  now  liv- 
ing—  IClitla  and  Merrit.  The  latter  married 
Myrtle  B.  Mason,  and  resides  at  Bliss,  Wy- 
oming County.  Alfred  Abell  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-three.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parris  An- 
drews have  one  daughter,  Elorence  M.,  born 
December    28,    1874.  owns  a  farm  of 

ninety-three  acres  at  West  Perry,  with  large 
and  well-appointed  barns  and  other  buildings, 
and  has  twelve  acres,  upon  which  he  culti- 
vates Niagara  gra]X's.  lie  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  both  himself  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  church. 


son 


of 


-OHN  OTIS  BAILEY,  a  farmer  residing 
in  the  town  of  Leicester,  Livingston 
County,  N.Y.,  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  July  16,  1830,  and  was  the 
John  Bailey,  and  Mary  Mays  Bailey, 
both  natives  ot  Engl  ami.  Mr.  John  Bailc)' 
resided  in  his  nati\'e  land  till  1832,  when 
with  his  wife  and  only  child  he  came  to 
America,  crossing  the  ocean  in  a  small  sail- 
ing-vessel, and  landing  in  Canada.  lie  lived 
in  Toronto  for  one  year,  and  then  coming 
from  there  to  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  for  a  time  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  bricklayer  and  stone-mason, 
and  then  formetl  a  partnership  with  a  plas- 
terer anil  paper-hanger.  These  two  branches 
of  business  were  conducted  by  the  firm  until 
1842,  when  Mr.  ]-?ailey's  death  occurred. 

John  Otis  Bailey  was  but  seven  years  old 
when  his  mother  died  and  but  twelve  when 
his  father  passed  away,  and  so  was  left  thus 
early  in  life  to  the  care  of  strangers.  Me  first 
made  his  home  with  Dr.  Lee,  with  whom  he 


went  to  Clay  County,  Illinois,  making  the 
journe)-  with  a  wagon  and  two  horses,  as  this 
was  before  raili'oads  extendeil  to  the  West. 
He  reinainetl  with  Dr.  Lee  one  year,  and  tlien 
entered  the  emplo)'  of  Mr.  X'irden  at  Hen- 
derson Cross-roads,  Macoupin  Count),  11!., 
where  he  remained  until  nineteen  }ears  of 
age,  when  he  went  to  Ohio,  and  was  em|il(_)\ed 
on  a  farm  at  Midtllelown,  afterw;.rd  holding 
a  j)osition  on  the  Toledo  and  Cincinnati 
Canal.  He  was  in  ()hio  for  about  two  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to  Illi- 
nois, tlroxe  the  stage  for  two  )-ears  between 
Springfield,  Peoria,  and  other  |)oints,  and  then 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago  S:  Alton 
Railroad  as  fireman.  Having  remained  in 
this  capacity  for  two  )'ears,  he  resiL,iied  to 
accept  the  pijsition  of  engineer  on  tiie  Alton 
6t  'Perre  Haute  Railroad,  later  known  as  the 
Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis  Railroad,  and  now 
as  the  "Big  Eour."'  He  ran  an  engine  on 
that  road  between  St.  Louis  and  Litchfield 
until  i860,  when  he  resigned  his  ]jositiou, 
came  to  Leicester,  N.Y.,  and  settled  on  the 
farm  upon  which  he  has  since  resided. 

In   December,    1859,  l^^il'^y  niarried 

Cornelia  S.  Dunham,  adopted  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Jane  McKee.  Fhev  ha\'e  six  chil- 
dren—  Erank,  Henry,  Mar\-,  William,  Cora, 
and  Nettie.  The  varied  experiences  of  Mr. 
Bailey  ha\'e  given  him  a  wide  knowledge  of 
men,  and  he  is  all  the  more  cajiable  of  enjoy- 
ing the  re-st  and  quiet  afforded  by  life  on  a 
tarin. 


I'ORGI'.  E.  LUCAS,  an  enterpri>ing 
■51  sur\'e)()r  and  ci\il  engineer  ol  the 
town  of  Castile,  \\'_\-oming  Count}', 
N.Y.,  wa,-,  born  in  that  ])leasant  localit)-, 
April  9,  1834.  He  is  a  son  of  I'rancis  Lucas 
and  Susan  (Center)  Lucas,  grandson  of  J(.)beph 
and  Hannah  (\'an  Ness)  Lucas,  and  great- 
grandson  of  P'rancis  Lucas,  a  farmer  who  lived 
and  died  at  White  Creek,  W  ashington  County. 
Josepli  Lucas,  son  of  I'rancis,  grew  up  ami 
married  in  his  native  town.  At  the  close  of 
the  Revolutionary  War  he  was  the  driver  of  a 
supply  wagon.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics, 
ami  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
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Methodist  church  at  its  formation  in  Castile. 
In  their  later  years  they  came  to  East  Gaines- 
ville, Wyoniinj^-  C(;unty,  aiul  inirchascd  tlieir 
son's  farm,  the  famil)'  residence,  ikjvv  known  as 
the  Walker  House.  Jo.^cjih  Lucas  lived  to  be 
seventy-two  }eais  old,  ami  his  wife  to  the  age 
of  eighty  )-ears.  Their  children  were  twelve 
in  ninnher;  and  all  grew  to  mature  years, 
being-  nametl  respecti\cl)-  Henjamin,  Francis, 
Peter,  Hamilton,  Alexander,  Almond  D., 
James  II.,  Alida  AL,  Sophronia,  Eliza, 
Evelyn,  and  I^hie. 

I'^rancis,  the  second  scju,  and  father  of 
George  V.,  the  chief  character  of  this  narra- 
tive, was  born  at  White  Creek,  Washington 
County,  in  December,  iSoi.  He  attended 
the  tlistrict  scho(d,  and  later  learned  the  trade 
of  ch-essing  cloth,  carr)'ing  on  this  industry 
indei)endently  till  the  year  1827,  when  he  left 
the  north-eastern  pait  of  the  State  and  came 
to  East  GainesN'ille,  now  known  as  Silver 
Springs,  where  he  bought  a  farm  of  si.\ty 
acres,  and  built  a  house,  barn,  and  store.  In 
1829  he  came  to  Castile,  purchased  a  farm  in 
this  town,  and  took  charge  of  the  clothing 
business  here  one  season,  being  associated 
with  ]\Ir.  Ilurd,  who  was  one  of  the  first  two 
settlers  of  Castile  village.  Mr.  Hurd  built 
the  Sayre  House,  which  b'rancis  Lucas  and 
his  wife  Oj^ened,  and  carried  on  for  a  year 
as  a  hotel,  in  1S39.  Mr.  Lucas  then  returned 
to  his  farm,  where  he  resided  till  1853,  when 
he  retired  from  business  altogether.  He  was 
a  decided  Whig  in  politics,  anil  held  the 
office  of  Overseer  of  the  I'oor,  and  was  also 
Highway  Commissioner.  He  was  married 
to  .Susan  Center,  who  was  born  in  the  vicinity 
of  White  Creek,  October  12,  1806,  her  par- 
ents having  been  early  settlers  c)f  that  section. 
Her  father  was  a  farmer  of  advanced  ideas  for 
those  times,  and  was  a  sturdy  patriot.  He 
was  in  the  battle  of  Bennington  during  the 
Revolutionary  War,  that  famous  field  being 
not  far  distant  from  White  Creek.  Of  course, 
it  was  inevitable  thai  e\ery  true-hearted 
farmer  in  that  neighborhood  —  Mr.  Center 
among  them  —  who  could  carry  arms  should 
take  part  in  so  memorable  an  engagement,  and 
win  a  share  of  the  glory  of  that  day's  victory. 
Both   Mr.  Center  and  his  wite  lived  to  ad- 


vanced age.  The  children  of  b'rancis  and 
Susan  Lucas  were  four  in  number,  one  daugh- 
ter and  three  sons  —  Mary  K.,  born  August 
23,  1826,  whose  mariiage  was  to  John  I\L 
Chace,  who  dieil  June  27,  1851,  lea\ing  one 
child,  J.  Wilbur  Chace,  who  died  at  Red 
(_)ak,  la.,  in  August,  1890,  lea\ing  three  chil- 
dren; Henry  S.,  born  Jul)'  22,  1829,  who 
married  Jennie  Orulerchjiik,  and  makes  his 
liome  in  Castile,  they  having  no  children; 
and  George  1'.,  o|  whom  this  account   s  given. 

Llaving  been  educated  at  Macedon  Academy 
and  at  the  Cjciiesce  Wesleyan  .Seminary,  Mr. 
George  V.  Lucas  011  attaining  his  majority 
bought  ninety  acres  of  land  in  the  town  of 
Genesee  Falls,  and  began  the  life  of  a  farmer. 
He  livetl  on  the  farm  five  years,  remodelled 
the  entire  buildings  connected  with  it,  then 
sold  out  and  bought  two  farms  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  adjoining  the  Castile  station. 
The  house  and  barns  on  this  jjlace  he  im- 
l)roved  in  like  manner,  and  erected  on  the 
land  a  blacksmith-sho])  and  a  wagon-shop, 
both  of  which  he  rentetl.  Resides  these  he 
built  a  warehouse,  and  he  was  the  first  resi- 
lient of  the  local  it)'  to  oi)en  a  general  market 
tor  the  sale  of  produce  in  the  town.  Mr. 
Lucas  continued  in  his  various  untlertakings 
for  the  improvement  of  the  place  till  1 8G7, 
when  he  bought  the  home  he  at  i)resent  occu- 
pies, and  at  the  same  time  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business  in  Castile,  which  he  con- 
tinued for  thirteen  years.  Since  then  he  has 
been  mainly  occupied  as  a  civil  engineer  and 
surveyor,  and  fur  the  jjast  five  years  has  been 
manufacturing  sur\'e)'ors'  steel  ta[)es,  an  in- 
vention of  his  own.  He  is  much  interested  in 
the  growth  and  development  of  the  countr)', 
and  has  a  large  collection  of  maps  of  different 
villages. 

Mr.  Lucas  was  married  March  i,  1855,  to 
Miss  Amantla  Wallace,  who  was  born  May  25, 
1839,  tl""-'  io'^yn  of  Like,  daughter  of  Noah 
and  Mary  (Grimes)  Wallace.  They  have  two 
children  —  Minnie  ]■].,  born  February  6,  i860, 
who  resides  with  her  parents,  and  is  a  teacher 
in  the  Castile  llnion  .Schixd  ;  and  Thomas  W., 
born  T'ebruar)'  22,  1870,  now  married  to  Mer- 
tie  M.  Dreutlien,  and  li\'ing  at  Meadville, 
I'a.     i\Ir.   Lucas,   as  a  man  of  progressive 
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ideas,  good  executive  ability,  and  of  energetic 
character,  has  a  strong  infiuence  in  the  town 
which  he  has  sought  to  benefit,  and  where  his 
qualifications  ha\-e  nut  been  overlooked.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  Overseer  of  the  Poor 
four  different  terms.  Mr.  I.ucas  is  a  member 
of  Oakland  Lodge,  No.  379,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
Steuben  Chapter,  No.  101,  and  DeMolay 
Commandery,   No.  22. 


tN'DRI'AV  1I0LLKN151<.CK,  an  enter- 
jirising  Livingston  County  farmer, 
noted  for  breeding  fine  carriage 
'^^ — '  liorses,  was  born  in  Caledonia, 
April  15,  \Sj4,  and  has  resided  from  his 
Vjiith  on  the  old  homestead  estate,  wdiich  is 
one  of  the  finest  and  best-equipped  farms  in 
a  famous  farming  region.  He  was  named 
after  his  father,  who  was  also  a  native  of  New 
York.  His  grandfather,  John  Hollenbeck, 
who  was  a  native  of  Holland,  was  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  in  the  interior  of  the  ]£mpire 
State.  He  did  his  full  share  toward  clear- 
ing the  vast  tracts  covered  by  virgin  forests, 
and  died  in  Montgomery  County. 

The  only  child  reared  by  him  was  Andrew 
Hollenbeck,  Sr.,  who  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  and  resided  there  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  when  he 
removed  to  Genesee  County.  He  made  the 
journey  in  wagons,  accompanied  by  an  uncle; 
and  at  that  time  the  journey  from  Montgomery 
to  Livingston  County  was  really  more  of  an 
undertaking  than  a  trip  from  New  York  to 
San  Francisco  is  to-day.  The  so-called 
""roads"  were  roads  in  little  more  than  name. 
The  country  was  infesteil  with  wild  animals, 
some  of  which  were  as  savage  as  they  were 
wild;  antl  il  was  dangerous  as  well  as  de- 
cidedly inconvenient  to  take  a  long  journc)'. 
But  our  ancestors  accepted  as  a  matter  of 
course  many  things  that  would  seem  to  us  to 
be  quite  unbearable;  and  by  combining  cour- 
age, strength,  and  fixed  determination  they 
made  the  wilderness  "blossom  like  a  rose," 
and  prepared  the  way  for  their  fortunate 
descendants. 

When  the  father  of  our  subject  arrived  in 
Livingston  County,  he  was  just  "even  with 


the  world";  that  is  to  say,  he  owed  nothing, 
and  he  owned  nothing  excejiting  a  pair  of 
strong  arms,  a  knowledge  oi  fanning  and  of 
woodcraft,  an  industrious  and  enterprising 
spirit,  and  a  strong  lund  ot  common  sense. 
h\)r  a  numljer  oi  years  he  "worked  out,"  be- 
coming acquainted  with  the  couutr)'  and  sav- 
ing money  at  the  same  time.  Then  he  bouglit 
a  very  slightly  improved  farm,  li\'ed  on  it  a 
few  years,  improved  it  furllier,  and  at  length 
sold  out  at  a  decided  advance  on  the  oi'iginal 
cost.  'I'his  practice  he  continuetl,  buying 
wiUl  tracts  o(  lai.J,  improving  them,  and  sell- 
ing out  at  an  advance,  until  finally  he  bought 
the  larm  upon  which  his  son  Andrew  resides, 
wheie  he  remained  until  his  death  in  1854. 
'khe  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  I'rudence  Usher.  She  was  a 
Connecticut  girl  b\'  birth,  but  her  j)arents 
were  early  settlers  in  the  \'icinity  of  Scotts- 
ville,  Monroe  County,  N.Y.,  where  tliey  re- 
mained the  rest  of  their  lives.  Mrs.  I'rudence 
L'sher  Hollenbeck  dietl  in  1 880.  She  reared 
ele\-en  ehiUlren,  their  names  being  Lewis, 
John,  Aaron,  Moses,  Jane,  Walter,  Andrew, 
Henry,  l'~llen,  Homer,  Roxanna.  Otis,  the 
eighth  child,   died  \'OLmg. 

Andrew  Hollenbeck,  who  was  twenty  years 
old  when  his  father  died,  worked  on  the  farm 
from  the  beginning,  and  finally  succeeded  to 
its  ownership.  He  was  married  in  1S70  to 
]\Iiss  Mary  N.  Moore;  and  two  children  have 
been  born  to  the  couple  —  Hattie  Chase 
(Chase  being  the  maiden  name  of  AL's.  llol- 
lenbeck's  mother)  and  Harry  Rell.  Hattie 
Chase  LLillenbeck  is  now  the  wife  of  Hi-.  Mc- 
Clellan,  of  Canandaigua. 

The  Holleiibeck  farm  is  one  of  the  fincNt  in 
the  .ount)',  and  the  huildings  are  woi'thy  of 
the  farm.  In  1S93  Mr.  Holleid)eck  creaetl  a 
barn  eighty  feet  in  length,  thirty-six  feet  in 
breadth,  and  twenty-four  feet  in  height,  ex- 
clusive of  a  nine-foot  basement.  In  arrange- 
ment and  in  equipment  this  structure  leaves 
practically  nothing  to  be  desired;  for  it  com- 
biiies  "all  the  modern  imi)rovements, "  and 
everything  in  and  al)out  it  is  slrictl)-  first 
class.  Mr.  Hollenbeck  inheritetl  a  taste  for 
fine  horses,  and  as  a  liorse  breeder  has  found 
both  pleasure  and  profit,  for  such  animals  as 
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he  raises  find  a  ready  market  when  there  is 
any  demand  \vhate\er  for  good  horses. 


^-r^VTjAJOR  WALT]-:R   li  TALLMAN, 
[-      j     an    esteemed    resident    of  Perry, 
I  J  ii  (        N.\'.,  and  a  \eleran  of  the  Cixdl 
— ^  War,  was  bi)rn  in  the  adjoiniiii;" 
town  of  Castile,  l-"ebruary  27,  1844. 
the  son  of  Captain  IClias  and  Cynthia  (Matt- 
son)  Tallman,  and  grandson  of  Giles  and  Ik-t- 
sey  Tallman,  wlio  began  their  married  life  on 
a  farm  in  Dutchess  County  in  1816. 

Giles  Tallman  subsec|uently  moved  with  his 
family  and  household  goods  to  Castile,  mak- 
ing the  jomiie}'  in  a  wagon  over  a  rough  coun- 
try. Me  purchased  one  luunlred  and  twenty 
acres  of  wild  land,  situated  on  the  west  side 
of  Silver  Lake;  and  here  they  dwelt  for  a 
time  in  a  log  house. 

(Grandfather  Tallman  cleared  and  improved 
his  fai'm,  upon  which  he  resided  the  remain- 
der of  his  life,  dying  at  the  age  of  fifty.  Ills 
wife,  who  sui  vixed  hini,  reached  the  advancctl 
age  of  ninety-hve,  and  reared  a  family  of  six 
chiklren  —  lilias.  Anion,  Mary  A.,  Harriet, 
Clarintla,  and  Charles. 

I'Hias,  Ills  first  son,  was  born  in  Delhi, 
Delaware  Count)',  in  \'^\C).  At  an  early  age 
he  commenced  farming,  and  followed  it  dur- 
ing his  entire  life.  He  married  Cynthia, 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  Mattson,  who  came  from 
VeniKJiit  in  1S28,  and  scltleil  in  the  town  of 
Castile,  where  he  became  a  very  prosperous 
farmer.  He  tlied  at  the  age  of  seventy-four, 
and  his  wife  at  seventy-five.  He  was  a 
Whig  antl  later  a  Repulilican  in  politics.  He 
was  Caijtain  of  a  hical  ai'tillery  company  and 
always  interested  in  tcnvn  affairs,  having  held 
several  oflices.  lioth  himself  and  wife  were 
members  of  the  Jkiplisl  church  in  Castile. 
l'"onr  children  survivetl  them  —  Albert  W., 
Walter  H.,  Laverne  (deceased),  and  Ellen. 
Albert  W.  married  Cynthia  Howard,  and  re- 
sides in  Osage,  la.,  wlierc  he  is  engaged  in 
mercantile  business.  He  has  one  child,  Mar- 
jorie.  He  has  been  Inspector-general  and 
Postmaster  a  number  of  years,  and  was  Ser- 
geant-major of  tile  First  New  York  Dragoons, 
receiving  a  Cajitain's  commission  at  the  close 


of  the  war.  I,a\'erne  married  Milo  B.  Welds, 
of  Arcade.  She  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
three,  leaving  five  chiklren  —  Gertie,  Ernest 
T.,  Clinton,  Albert,  Lcnvell.  ITlen,  who 
married  George  Morse,  resides  at  Perry,  lia\'- 
ing  two  children  —  Clara  and  Walter. 

Walter  13.  Tallman,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools, 
and  at  tlie  age  of  nineteen  discarded  his  school 
books  for  the  cartridge  l->ox,  and  enlisted  in 
Conii)any  H,  lughth  New  York  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, but  in  18G4  was  transierred  to  Company 
G,  P'ourth  Heavy  Artillery.  Pie  was  dis- 
charged September  16,  1865,  as  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  having  been  engaged  in  a 
number  of  ]jrominent  battles,  as  Spottsyl- 
vania,  Cold  Harbor,  I'etersburg,  Crow's  Nest, 
i'"i\'e  P^jrks,  Ream's  Station,  Hatch's  Run, 
anil  several  others,  up  to  Lee's  surrender. 
Returning  home,  he  assumed  charge  of  his 
fathei's  farm,  which  he  cai'ried  on  until  1884. 
In  I S67  he  married  Harriet  A.  Sowerb)',  who 
was  born  August  13,  1848,  daughter  of  John 
and  Jane  Sowerby,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears 
elsewliei'e  in  this  work. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tallman  have  two  children  — 
Albert  \V.,  born  I'T'bruary  17,  1871;  and 
Hari-y  PTias,  born  June  18,  1890.  'Phe  for- 
mer received  his  education  at  the  Aurora 
Militar)'  .School  and  the  Buffalo  lousiness  Col- 
lege. After  completing  his  studies,  he  en- 
tereil  the  hanlware  business  at  Perry.  On 
September  5,  1894,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Nellie  Bartlioloniy. 

In  1884  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tallman  purchased  a 
house  and  lot  in  Perr)',  which  was  a  part  of 
the  (dd  Bailey  estate.  'Phey  made  many  addi- 
tions and  improvements  to  this,  anil  now  have 
a  ver\-  tine  residence  situated  on  Main  Street. 
In  1886  he  and  his  faniil}-  \  isited  the  Pacific 
Coast,  making  an  e\tensi\'e  tour  in  Califoimia; 
and  later  Mr.  'Pallnian  engaged  in  the  fruit 
business,  spending  a  \  ear  in  California.  Mrs. 
'Pallman  is  a  menilier  of  the  liaptist  church. 
Mr.  Tallman  is  one  of  the  original  founders 
of  the  John  P.  Robinson  Post,  No.  loi.  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  of  Perry.  He  was  Post 
Commander  three  \'ears,  and  is  now  Adjutant. 
He  has  held  several  town  offices  while  in  Cas- 
tile,   and   manifests   a  great   interest   in  all 
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affairs  relative  to  the  welfare  of  the  tomnui- 
nity  in  whieh  lie  resides.  Mr.  Tallniaii  has 
been  a  Notaiy  I'liljlic  for  eighteen  years,  antl 
has  also  been  iKuiored  with  the  appointment 
of  Aide-de-eanip  on  the  Department  staff, 
holding  the  position  at  the  present  time,  with 
the  rank  of  Colonel.  lie  has  likewise  been 
Village  Trustee,  and  is  at  present  member  of 
the  Board  of  Health.  I\Ir.  Tallman  is  a  thor- 
ough military  man,  ha\'i ng  sprung  from  a  mil- 
itary famil)'. 


I'ORGh:   K.    WHITNEY,    a  retired 


farmer  residing  in  Genesee,  N.Y., 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Pavilion, 
Genesee  County,  Ajjril  8,  1838.  His  father, 
George  W.  Whitney,  was  a  native  of  Pitts- 
field,  Mass.  His  grandfather,  Joshua  Whit- 
ney, was  for  many  years  a  resident  of  that 
aid  town,  where  he  carried  on  a  foundry  and 
the  making  of  guns  and  anchors.  In  time  he 
moved  with  his  son,  George  W.  Whitney,  to 
Pavilion,  and  went  from  there  to  Toleilo, 
Ohio,   where  he  remainetl  until  his  death. 

George  W.  Whitney  was  brought  up  to  the 
trade  of  farrier  and  blacksmith.  He  gave  up 
that  employment  after  a  time,  and  went  to 
\'ork,  Li\  ingston  County,  where  he  purchased 
a  farm,  and  carried  on  its  cultivation  for  a 
long  period,  but  finally  disposed  of  it,  to  set- 
tle in  the  village,  where  his  death  occurred 
after  he  liad  reached  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  His  secontl  wife  was  the  mother  of 
George  K.  Whitney.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Keyes,  and  she  was  a  native  of  Genesee 
County.  Their  children  were  three  in  num- 
ber—  George  K.,  Edward  F.,  and  Caroline, 
who  married  John  K.  Gilmore,  of  Howell, 
Mich.  Mrs.  Mary  Keyes  Whitney  spent  her 
last  years  at  the  old  homestead,  and  died  there 
at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years.  Both  parents 
were  members  of  the  Congregational  church. 

George  K.  Whitney  spent  his  early  years 
on  the  farm  at  York.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  in  time  was  advanced  to  a 
school  in  Geneseo,  and  later  to  the  W)  oming 
Academy.  When  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he 
purchased  a  farm  in  York,  on  which  he  re- 
mained one  year.     Then  having  an  opportunity 


of  purchasing  the  Geneseo  River  Mill,  lie  took 
possession,  and  cai'ried  on  the  business  con- 
necteil  with  it  for  some  time;  Init  latei'  he 
bought  a  farm  in  York,  and  settles!  down  in  a 
pleasant  home  there,  conducting  the  various 
interests  which  belong  to  the  cultivation  of  a 
prosperous  farm.  Mr.  Whitney  was  marrietl 
in  1864  to  Miss  Jane  R.  Stewart,  a  tiaugliter 
of  Neil  Stewart,  a  well-known  farmer  of  York, 
and  a  member  of  one  of  the  old  families  of 
that  town.  Mrs.  Whitney  is  one  of  a  family 
of  ten  children,  of  whom  nine  are  still  li\-in<'-. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitney  have  three  children, 
namely:  I\Iary  S.,  who  married  ^lyron  Bow, 
son  of  L)'santler  Bow,  of  the  town  of  York; 
Jennie  N.,  who  married  James  Gilmore,  son 
of  Thomas  Gilmore,  of  Geneseo;  and  Walter 
W.,  who  married  Olive  Sherwood,  daughter  of 
Ora  Sherwood.  I\Ir.  George  K.  Whitne)-  is  a 
Republican  in  political  princij^les.  He  is  a 
Trustee  of  the  village,  a  Highway  Commis- 
sioner of  the  town  and  of  York  also. 


i:OR(il-:  W.  I'ARMAX,  a  lumber 
\  •)  I  dealer  and  farmer  (jf  Gainesville,  was 
boi'ii  in  the  western  part  of  this  town, 
A])ril  7,  i,S45.  His  father,  Charles  I).  Vav- 
man,  was  boiii  November  20,  1820,  in  New 
Ha\'en,  Oswego  Count}',  N.  \'. ,  where  his 
grantltather,  Zadock  l-'arman,  who  was  boi  ii  in 
1791,  spent  the  later  years  of  a  life  of  useful 
activit)'.  He  was  a  farmer.  Zadnek  l''arman 
was  marrietl  in  1814  to  Martha  Uix,  a  nati\e 
of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Charles 
Dix,  a  tlescendant  in  the  foui-tli  generation  of 
Eeonard  iJix,  an  earl)-  settler  of  that  town. 
She  was  the  mother  of  six  children  —  .Saman- 
tha,  leceased ;  Charles  1).;  Henr\  ;  K.  K. 
I'^n-man,  a  juilge  of  Warsaw;  SLniuiel  A.  ;  and 
one  who  tlied  an  infant.  h'or  furtlier  facts  in 
relation  to  this  family  see  "Biographical 
Commentar}'  of  American  l^iograjjliv, "  ])ub- 
lislied  in  1893. 

Chaides  1).  h'aiiiian  was  reared  to  agricult- 
ural pni-suils  upon  hi>  father's  farm.  He 
recei\ed  his  etlucation  at  the  district  .schools, 
and,  ha\'ing  learned  the  trade  of  rope-making 
1))'  hand  in  a  rope-walk,  established  liini>ell  in 
that  business  at  Gainesx  ille,  where  he  ilied  in 
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1889,  JaiuKii\'  7,  at  si\t\-cight  years  of  age, 
having  moved  theie  in  1844.  At  one  time  he 
was  Superxisnr  of  the  town.  His  wife  was 
L)clia  W'riglu,  chuighter  of  Peter  Wright,  of 
Oswego,  wh<i  was  ca])tain  of  a  tug-boat.  She 
had  four  ehihlren  — -  (ieorge  W. ,  the  subject  of 
this  sketc  h  ;  riuebe  S.iniaiitha,  who  married 
l'"rank  I'age,  ot  W'etlieisfieUI,  now  deceased; 
l-dbert  11.;  ami  I'hailes  W.  h'arman.  The 
mother  died  in  (iaines\  iUe,  May  7,  1888,  at 
si.xty-three  years  of  age. 

George  W.  i-"arman  passed  his  early  years 
in  Gainesxille,  where  he  was  reared  by  his 
father  to  agrieultuial  pursuit.-^.  After  passing 
through  the  ilir^trict  schools,  he  attended  the 
Warsaw  Academy  and  Pike  Seminary.  On  at- 
taining his  majority,  he  left  home  and  engaged 
in  the  manufactme  of  cheese,  which  he  con- 
tinued for  some  )'ears.  .After  leaving  this 
business,  he  settled  at  his  ])resent  home  in 
Gainesxille,  a  ver\'  pleasant  and  comfortable 
residence,  situatetl  u|ion  a  hill  overlooking  the 
village.  In  1871)  he  engaged  in  the  lumbei' 
business,  which  he  lias  comlucted  ever  since. 
In  1867  Mr.  i'"arman  ulis  united  in  marriage  to 
Cariie  M.  Shaxer,  tkuighter  of  Jabez  Shaver, 
of  (  )neida  Cmnity,  town  of  Western,  where  her 
falhei"  \\as  a  farmer  and  cheese-maker.  She 
was  an  (Jiih'  daughter.  Her  father  died  at  the 
age  of  si.\tN'-h\e,  at  her  home  in  Gainesville, 
wheie  her  niolhei'  also  (.lied  at  the  age  of  hfty- 
seven.  Her  parents  weie  highly  estimable 
peo|de,  anil  weic  members  iil  the  Universal ist 
chuich. 

Mr.  l'"arman  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
(  )r(ler  of  L'nitcd  Woiknicn.  lie  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  p(dilics,  and  lias  been  Collector  and 
Tow  11  Clerk  se\eral  lerm^.  l^oth  himself  and 
u  ife  are  attendants  of  the  l'resb}terian  church. 
Mr.  l'"arman's  aiice>tors  weie  alwa)'s  prominent 
ill  the  ciimmunit\-  where  they  resided,  his 
lather  ha\'ing  ijcen  an  iiilbienlial  citizen,  and  a 
man  ol  much  worth.  He  himself  has  ser\ed 
the  cnninumit}'  in  maii\'  wa\s.  lie  has  been 
a  \'ery  acti\e  and  successlul  birsiness  man, 
with  a  reputation  for  honesty  and  fair  dealing. 
He  enjoys  the  blessings  and  conilorts  of  a 
home  situated  in  a  mo.^t  healthful  locality 
and  lurnished  with  motlein  iinpro\enients  and 
luxuiies. 


KN]<:CA  TRUMAN  SHORT  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Richmond,  On- 
tario Count)',  X.\'.,  oil  the  19th  of 
No\'embei',  1829.  He  is  a  grandson 
of  Manasseb  .Short,  and  a  son  of  Josiah  Short, 
who,  in  connection  with  liis  cousiii  Daniel, 
bought  of  .S\'l\ester  Wheeler  a  tract  of  land 
containing  two  huiulred  aiul  ti\e  acres  in  clo.^e 
pi"o.\iinit\'  to  a  \  illage  known  on  the  old  niaj)s 
as  Jacksoin  i lie.  This  little  town  was  at  that 
time  \ei)'  [jro.^perou^.  It  contained  a  large 
fl(jur-mill,  the  product  of  which  at  a  later 
period  was  con\e)ed  to  market  by  canal,  a 
wot)llen  factor)',  where  wo(j1  was  carded  and 
clotli  was  dressed,  i  whiske)'  distillery,  a 
coojjcr's  shop,  iDlacksmith-shop,  and  a  store 
kept  b)'  Mr.  Ichabod  A.  Holden,  besides  a 
number  of  residences.  Propert)'  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  s(j  thriving  a  \  illage  was,  of  course,  val- 
uable; and  the  owneis  of  such  property  found 
ready  market  for  whatever  farm  produce  they 
had  to  offer  to  the  public.  ( b'or  further  infor- 
mation of  J(jsiah  .Short,  see  sketch  of  J.  C. 
Short. ) 

The  estate  of  S.  Truman  .Short,  covering  an 
area  (jf  one  hundretl  and  ninety  acres,  occupies 
the  site  of  the  once  tiijurishing  village  of  Jack- 
son\'ille,  which  is  a  ccjmmentary  on  the 
changes  consee|uent  to  traffic  and  commerce. 
Ml'.  .Short  was  educated  in  the  tlistrict  schools 
of  I.i\'onia,  Livingston  Couiity,  and  was  a 
teacher  in  the  \icinity  for  eight  winters.  He 
taught  also  for  a  year  in  Michigan.  He  owned 
a  tarm  at  Honeo)'e  Lake,  which  he  sold  after 
fi\'e  \ears,  returning  then  to  Li\'e)iiia.  When 
the  Ci\il  War  broke  out,  and  almost  e\'ery 
able-boilied  man  accustomed  to  work  in  the 
helds  had  shouklered  a  musket  and  enlistetl  as 
a  soldiei,  be  remaineil  at  home  to  care  for  his 
father  and  manage  the  farm.  He  linally 
bought  his  fathei''s  estate,  which  he  greatly 
improved  by  new  buildings  and  I))'  handsome 
additions  to  the  ilwelling. 

Mr.  .S.  Truman  .Short  iiiarried  Miss  Delia 
M.  .Stevens,  the  daughter  of  Jesse  ami  Delia 
(Kellogg)  Stevens,  of  Sheffield,  Mass.  'Mi: 
Ste\ens's  famil)'  was  one  of  the  earliest  who 
settled  this  seition  from  I\Lissachusetts.  His 
father  ke[)t  an  inn  at  Iloneoye  I'lats,  and  the 
farm  he  owned  theie  is  still   in  possession  of 
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the  Stevens  faiiiil}'.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Short  have 
four  cliiUhen  — -  Jane  C,  Delia  S.,  Mary  A., 
and  I'hne.st  1'.  Jane  is  the  w  ife  of  Mr.  ]{llis 
Stone,  antl  is  tlie  imitficr  nf  two  sons — How- 
ard and  Truman.  l)elia,  now  Mrs.  Orael  Ma- 
eonil)ei",  li\es  in  Id  ma,  and  has  two  chilch'en 
—  lla/el  and  l.ec.  Ahiry  married  Ur.  l'\  A. 
Wicker,  of  llendoLk  Lake.  Lrnest  married 
Bernice  Smith,  and  li\es  on  the  father's  farm, 
wliieh  he  assists  in  managing. 

Mr.  Sliort  has  hcKI  fur  three  years  the  office 
of  Assessoi"  in  Livonia.  He  cast  his  first 
Presidential  xnte  \nv  Jolm  C.  h'remont  in 
1856,  antl  since  thai  time  has  been  a  faithful 
adherent  of  the  Repukliian  party. 

On  another  pa^e  (it  tliis  volume  is  a  pcjrtrait 
which  will  be  recognized  as  a  very  good  like- 
ness of  Seneca  Truman  Short,  of  tlie  loregoing 
biography. 


lIKODORh:  W.  LAWRENCE,  a  dealer 
in  reaily-maile  clothing,  boots,  slujes, 
ami  gentlemen's  furnishings,  in  the 
village  of  IMiss,  Wyt)ming  County,  N.  Y, ,  was 
born  in  i\thens,  Medft)rtl  County,  Pa.,  on 
March  6,  1  .S49.  His  grandfather  and  father 
weie  both  nati\es  of  that  State.  His  father, 
[ohn  Lawrence,  was  married  to  Miss  Amelia 
Hulett,  of  Athen>,  I'a.,  a  tlaughter  of  Samuel 
Hulett.  Her  father  was  a  farmer,  who  hatl  a 
family  of  thirteen  childien,  only  four  of  whom 
are  now  living.  There  were  three  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mi  s.  John  Lawrence  —  I'eter  ; 
Mary,  who  married  Mr.  David  Hadlock ;  and 
Theodore.  Their  mother  died  in  Warsaw, 
aged  fifty-se\'eu  years. 

Theodore  Lawrence,  who  was  bereft  of  his 
father's  i)rotection  when  he  was  an  inlant, 
livetl  on  his  grandfathei' s  farm  until  he  was 
fifteen  )'eais  old.  He  then  began  wt)rking  on 
the  neighboring  fainis,  attending  meanwhile 
the  district  schools  when  farm  work  was  dull. 
In  icSjo  he  securetl  employment  for  a  season  in 
a  cheese  factor\',  alter  which  lie  again  came 
back  to  the  (dil  louline  of  agricultural  life. 
In  i<S74  he  took  a  larm  on  shares;  and  a  )'ear 
later  he  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres 
situated  in  the  town  of  luigle,  two  miles  south 
of  the  \  illage  of  Hliss.     b'our  )ears  of  steady 


work  and  close  econom}'  had  its  reward,  and 
found  Mr.  Lawrence  free  of  the  debt  incurred 
1))'  the  purchase  of  his  estate  and  possessing 
besides  fifty  additional  acres.  Here  he  re- 
mained until  1NS7,  when  lie  came  to  1^1  iss, 
where  he  enteied  into  a  partnership  witli  .Mi'. 
(.  J.  Pliss,  who  kept  a  large  store  ol  general 
merchandise.  'ibis  partnership  continued  for 
two  years,  when  Mr.  Lawrence  set  up  the  com- 
plete gentlemen's  furnishing  establ i>hnient  he 
lias  since  so  successtully  conducted. 

Mr.  Lawience  was  married  No\embei"  iS, 
l.S/c^,  to  Miss  Emma  ILnlburt.  The  lad_\'s 
father  wa^  a  farmer  in  l'..igle,  and  was  a  repie- 
sentali\'e  of  one  ot  the  lamilies  wlio  settled  in 
this  locality  in  the  earl\-  tki)s  of  its  histor)-. 
She  was  one  of  nine  children,  old)'  one  of 
whom  has  died.  One  chihl,  a  daughter  Myr- 
tle, crowned  and  sanctified  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lawrence.  This  daughter  ib  the 
wife  of  Mr.  L\nn  Hanks,  a  cheese-maker  in 
Centreville,  so  that  the  pai  ents  are  in  the  after- 
math of  their  marrietl  life,  li\ing  o\er  tlieir 
' '  honeymoon. 

Air.  Lawrence  belongs  to  the  Masonic  Lodge 
of  I'ike,  the  chaplain  of  which  ]ierformed  his 
marriage  ceremou)  the  Tuesday  f(dlowing  his 
initiation  into  the  order.  He  has  lor  thiee 
terms  been  Master  of  the  Ancient  (  )rder  of 
Lhiited  Workmen,  luul  has  been  a  re[)resenta- 
ti\'e  to  the  Ciranti  Lodge  as  man)-  times.  He 
has  been  Constable  and  Assessor  in  Eagle,  ami 
has  filled  both  offices  satisfactoril)-.  In  relig- 
ion Mr.  Lawrence  inclines  to  the  Baptist  faith, 
but  is  liberal  in  his  interiiretation  ot  doctrines. 
As  to  politics  he  is  a  loyal  Democrat. 


AMUl'.LA.  IDWl',  a  retired  farmer 
ot  Li\-ingstoii  Countw  residing  in 
the  \'illage  of  S[)i  i ngwater,  has  l)een 
intimate!)'  iilentified  with  the  agri- 
cultural and  Inisiness  interests  of  this  [xirt  of 
the  I'jnpire  State  for  upward  of  half  a  century', 
and  has  been  an  able  assistant  in  elevating  its 
educational,  financial,  and  I'eligious  status.  A 
man  of  broatl  and  generous  impulses,  jirogres- 
sive  and  public-spirited,  with  a  heart  o\erflow- 
ing  with  kindness  and  s)'mpathy,  he  has  well 
been  calletl  one  of  Nature's  noblemen,  and  is 
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entitled  to  the  esteem  and  respect  universal  1)' 
aceiircled  him.  A  scm  ol  New  England,  he 
claims  liostun,  the  Athens  of  America,  as  the 
place  t)t  his  biith,  which  occurred  July  i, 
1  .S07.  The  following  narrati\'e  is  all  the 
more  inteiesting  fi'om  being  largely  autobio- 
giaphical. 

fohn  Howe,  tradition  sa)'s,  was  a  son  of  a 
relati\e  (jf  I-ord  llowe,  of  Warwickshire, 
Mnghunl.  lie  lix'ctl  in  Sudbury,  Mass.,  in 
163S,  antl  was  Selectman  for  several  years. 
He  removed  to  Marlborough  with  his  family 
in  1657.  lie  had  almost  unlimited  influence 
ovei  the  Indians  near  whom  he  li\'etl,  and  was 
a  chosen  umpire  in  thcii"  cjuarrels.  He  re- 
ceived Iretiuent  ap|iointments  on  imjjortant 
coiumissioiis  b\'  the  Colonial  gin'ernmeiit.  Of 
his  twehe  children,  nine  wei'e  married;  and 
their  posterity  spread  throughout  the  Unitetl 
States.  .Abraham  Mowe  settled  in  Ivoxbury, 
I\Iass.,  in  1638,  and  died  in  1670.  James 
Howe  settled  in  Roxbur)"  in  1637,  and  died  in 
170J.  Uaniel  Howe  settled  in  L)'nn  in  1634, 
and  remo\'ed  to  Long  Islantl  in  1641.  J'".d\vard 
Howe,  of  Lynn,  came  over  in  the  "  Truelove,  " 
and  died  in  1637.  Some  of  his  children  went 
to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  had  large  families. 
My  grandfather,  Isaac  Howe,  with  his  two 
brothers,  owned  adjoining  larms  in  Horchestcr, 
Mass.,  and  were  larmers.  He  was  born  June 
26,  1755,  married  Sarah  W'iswall,  November 
7.  177'''.  the  father  of  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  and  died  Septend)er  I,  1<S30.  His 
wite  died  December  3,  1  .S40.  Samuel  IL)we, 
son  of  Isaac  and  father  of  .Samuel  A.,  was 
rearetl  to  man's  estate  on  the  farm  of  his  par- 
ents, remaining  at  home  until  he  became  of 
age.  Then,  tilled  with  the  same  ambitious 
s|)irit  that  leatls  the  fainier  lads  of  the  jjresent 
da)'  to  change  theii"  countiy  homes  for  a  city 
life,  he  went  to  i^oston,  where  he  subsequently 
engaged  tor  man}'  yeais  with  his  brother  Jacob 
in  the  shoe  ami  leathei'  business,  under  the 
hrm  name  of  .S.  &.  J.  Howe.  His  hist  years 
were  s|)ent  in  the  suburban  town  of  Dorches- 
ter, which  i.^  now  included  within  the  city 
limits  of  l^oston.  ( )n  ( )ctober  23,  i(So3,  he 
married  lumice,  ilaughter  of  lulward  Withing- 
toii,  whose  ancesti)-  is  traced  to  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk    in   Lngland.     His  father  and  grand- 


father settled  in  Massachusetts,  and  had  large 
families.  h'.ilwartl  Withington  had  six  sons 
and  iouv  daughters.  Some  ot  their  children 
are  now  li\dng  —  three  in  Springwater,  N.V., 
and  one  in  Saginaw,  Mich.  He  died  August 
14,  1826.  M)'  father  liad  two  sons  and  se\en 
daughters,  tluee  of  whom  aie  now  li\ing-~  - 
Sanuiel  A.,  Jonathan,  und  Martlia  L.  In 
1830  he  was  ap.pointetl  Insiiectoi"  (ieneral  of 
sole  leathei'  for  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
which  office  he  held  until  liis  death.  A  few 
)'eai's  previous  he  had  lemoved  with  his  faniily 
to  Donhester,  where  he  died  Dei'eiuber  27, 
1848,  aged  seventy  \'ears.  His  wile  ilied  l-eb- 
ruary  9,  1843.  Here  f(dlo\vs  an  extract  trom 
the  recoi'd  of  St.   Anthon\''s  Lodge:  — 

"He  joinetl  the  chaptei'  September  24, 
1806;  became  hiinorary  meml)er  J'"ebruai'y  3, 
1830;  was  'Ireasurer  from  1812  to  1818,  in- 
clusive; Secretary,  1819  and  1820.  He  suc- 
ceeded Companion  Jolui  J.  I.oring  as  Grarul 
Secietar)'  of  the  Crand  Ro\'al  Ai'ch  Chapter  in 
Sei)tember,  1824,  which  olhce  he  held  tifteen 
)ears.  Companion  Howe  was  an  honest,  U])- 
right,  consistent,  faithful,  true-hearted  Mason, 
always  held  in  esteeni  and  respect.  .  .  .  He, 
as  Captain,  with  his  conipany  was  stationed  on 
Castle  Island,  Boston  Harbor,  several  moiiths 
during  tlie  War  of  1812." 

.Samuel  A.  Howe  went  to  ]M'ivate  schools 
till  twehe  \'ears  of  age,  when  he  entered  the 
first  high  school,  then  just  built,  in  Ik)ston  in 
1820.  "  A fter  attending  that  three  years,  "  to 
go  011  now  in  his  own  wortls,  "I  went  iiito  a 
mercantile  house,  where  I  sta)'ed  four  )'cars, 
until  m\'  employer  failed  and  sold  out.  In 
1827  I  left  for  the  island  of  Cuba,  where  I  was 
clerk  six  months.  I  then  retuini'd  to  lioston, 
and  made  several  trips  to  Cuba  and  lla\ti  as 
supercargo;  was  Captain  of  brig  'Lucern,' 
and  niade  se\'eral  voyages  to  L'nited  States  ot 
Cidombia  and  t<i  Ha}'ti.  In  Noxember,  1834, 
I  went  to  .Santa  Malta,  New  (Iranada,  as  clerk 
in  a  mercantile  house  tor  one  \eai'.  I  then 
returned  to  Hoston  ;  ami  on  Januarx'  26,  1836, 
I  marrietl  Miss  Lineline  C.  Niclnds,  ilaughter 
of  Horace  L.  Nieluds,  of  Middlebury,  \'t. 
My  wile  was  one  of  ekwen  children,  two  ol 
whom  are  now  living  -  J.  J.  Nichols,  nf  De- 
trtiit  ;  and  \\.  A.  Nichols,  of  New  Ynvk  Cit}'. 
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I  Icr  [;"r:iiullathcr,  Di'.  Daniel  Moward,  of  Ben- 
son, Rutlaiul  C'mnU}-,  \'t.,  had  a  large  fani- 
il)-.  W'e  sailed  lidni  Hoston,  March  7,  iiS^f;, 
in  the  bi  i^;  'koberl'  Im-  Santa  Marta  ;  and 
there  1  went  into  partnership  with  the  house 
in  which  1  was  emplii\ed  in  1S34.  On  Alai'cii 
j6,  1S37,  Harriet  1^.,  nur  eldest  daughter,  was 
horn.  Signs  oi  ie\'i)lution,  togethei'  with 
existing  hjiglish  blockade,  led  to  our  return  to 
15o^ton  in  J  une,  l 

''In  Xo\endjei',  iiS3.S,  we  arrived  in  this  town 
( Springwater),  meeting  uncles  l{dward  With- 
ington  and  I'arker  11.  Pierce  (whose  wile  was 
Mr.  W'ithington's  sistei'  Hannah),  who  with 
their  families  weie  settled  on  large  farms  in 
this  \alle}',  luu'ing  come  in  from  Massachu- 
setts a  lew  \ears  [)re\ious.  In  December  I 
bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  and  settled 
thereon  in  ]\larch,  1839.  We  had  six  children 
—  Harriet  li. ,  Mar)-  I'dizabeth,  Samuel  W. , 
Jonathan,  Jacob,  and  Martha  L. ,  two  of  whom 
are  now  living.  Harriet  E.  was  married  to 
A.  B.  Purtl)',  a  highly  respected  tiour  merchant 
of  New  \'ork  Cit\',  September  2,  1867.  They 
lelt  soon  alter  tor  their  home  in  New  York. 
He  died  in  1873,  and  was  brought  to  this 
place  for  bindal.  Mary  K.  married  Professor 
Hallard,  of  Poultney,  \'t.,  July  21,  1861.  She 
elietl  Ma_\-  9,  1864.  Samuel  W.  died  P'ebru- 
ar)-  27,  1868,  aged  twentv-fi\e  )-ears.  He  had 
a  graded-scho(]l  education,  was  a  church  mem- 
ber, anil  al\va)s  lull  ot  zeal  for  his  own  and 
(jthers'  good.  Jonathan  married  an  accom- 
plished )'oung  lad)  of  excellent  family,  Sabra, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Wilcox,  of  this  town,  De- 
cember 21,  1871.  She  died  August  21,  1875, 
leaving  a  s(jn,  Albert  W.  Martha  L.  married 
Horace  Knowles,  ot  C'anadice,  December  7, 
1873.  Hcjrace  died  June  20,  1879.  Martha 
L.  died  July  31,  1881,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Hattie  limma,  who  was  born  Ma)'  11.  1878. 
Jacob  died  Ma)'  27,  1865,  aged  sixteen  years. 
My  wife  died  October  26,  1891.  She  was  a 
de\'oted  Christian,  a  faithful  witness  for  her 
Saviour  for  sixt\'-two  yeai's  of  her  life." 

Since  1870  Mr.  Howe  has  been  one  i)f  the 
Elders  antl  '1  rustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
churcli.  Through  his  intfuence  and  tliat  of 
other  trieiids  of  tcmpeiance,  for  the  last  twent)' 
\ears  Sjjringwatcr  has  been  a  no-license  town. 


On  his  partially  improved  farm  Mr.  Howe 
worked  with  tlie  same  \im  that  had  charac- 
terized his  |)ie\  ions  labois,  carr)'ing  on  general 
farming  until  his  retirement  from  active  busi- 
ness in  1889.  He  placed  his  farm  in  a  tillable 
and  good  )'ielding  conditiciu,  rendering  it  one 
of  the  hnest  and  best-et|uipped  pro|jertie>  in 
the  localit\'.  It  is  now  under  the  ca|)able 
supervision  ot  his  son  Jonathan,  who  [jossesses 
the  same  cpialities  ot  sterling  manhood  that 
characterized  the  eldei'  son.  The  estimable 
Mrs.  Purd\'  abl\'  presides  o\'er  the  liousehold 
affairs.  The  three  families — Howe,  With- 
ington,  and  Nichols  —  abo\'e  named  ma)'  be 
said  to  ha\'e  each  belonged  to  a  hard)',  diligent, 
religious,  intelligent,  liberal-mintled,  and 
bra\'e  race.  All  were  go(jd  citizens,  mo.-,tly 
church  members,  and  [)romoters  of  the  best 
interests  of  sociel)',  the  present  rej^resentat  i  \  es 
being  no  exception. 


-'^yORACP:  C.  GlElil'RP,  bank  1  'resident 
Lima,  Eixiiigston  l"ount\',  was 
born  in  Riclimond,  ()ntario  Counts', 
X.  ^^ ,  Jul)'  6,  1838,  a  ]joint  of 
time  which  will  be  remend)erei!  by  some  ot  the 
oldei'  generation  now  li\  ing  as  just  befoie  the 
banks  ot  the  countr)'  resumed  specie  pa\'nieiit. 
i'^lias  (iilbeit,  graiulfather  ot  our  subject,  \sas 
a  native  ot  Connecticut,  but  came  to  Rich- 
mond, X.\'.,  Limong  the  rtrst  settlers  in  1799- 
He  carried  on  a  successtui  business  thcie  man) 
)'eai's,  being  a  taimei',  tanner,  and  shoeniakei", 
d\  ing  at  the  acUanced  age  ot  ninet\-six,  pro\ - 
ing  that  the  seciet  ot  a  happ\  old  age  is  in  not 
allowing  one's  laculties  to  stagnate. 

His  sou,  Horace  Cilbert,  the  hrst  of  the 
tLUiiil)  to  leceixe  this  classic  name,  was  b>>rn 
at  Richmond,  ()nlaiio  Count)',  in  1802.  He 
bought  a  larm  about  a  mile  tiom  the  old 
homestead,  upon  which  he  did  a  great  deal  ol 
hai'il  work,  as  the  land  w.is  uncle. ueil.  1  he 
lad)'  whose  hand  he  successtullv  sought  in  mar- 
riage, Ann  I'diza  Carpenter,  daughlei  ot  .\a- 
thaiHcl  Carpenter,  was  a  native  ot  llcikimer 
C'oLUitv,  Xew  \  ork,  boi  11  in  1810.  .Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Horace  fjilbei't  had  a  tamih  ot  six  Oiil- 
(.Iren — Mar)',  deceased;  Xathaniel;  Cuitis,  dc- 
ceased  ;     Horace    C.  ;    Iilou,    deceased;  and 
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Klizal)eth.  The  famil)'  mi)Vcd  to  Lima  in 
1.S37,  and  remained  llicrc  until  1859,  wlicn 
they  returned  to  the  farm,  where  the  father 
died  in  i86j.  His  chiu;j,hter,  Ahu)'  (Gilbert, 
mairied  Randolph  Hopkins,  and  resided  at 
Livonia  Statiim.  Her  ilau^hter,  I'llla  Hop- 
kins, is  the  wife  of  Claience  Ah'ord,  of 
Livonia,  and  has  one  son. 

(iilbeit  llopkins,  Mrs.  Lantlolph  Hojikins's 
son,  lives  in  Roehester.  Nathaniel  Gilbert 
married  b'raneelia  Amstlen,  of  Cieneseo,  111.  ; 
and  they  have  three  ehiKlren  —  ALiy,  ^Lu■k, 
and  Lora.  Curtis  (Gilbert  married  h'lorintla 
Ik'ach,  and  has  thi'ee  chiUhen  li\-ing — Lion 
1^.,  Horace  S. ,  and  Lauia.  I'llizabeth  (lilbeil 
married  (iilbeit  W.  Peek,  and  resides  at  Rich- 
mond with  three  children  —  Onnolee,  Horace 
G. ,  antl  Geor<;'e  \).  The  mother,  Mrs.  Ann  )■]. 
Carpenter  Gilbeit,  a^etl  eighty-four,  is  still 
living  at  tlie  home  n\  her  (.laughter  l^lizabeth. 

Horace  C.  was  educatetl  at  Richmond  ami 
at  Lima  Seminary,  after  which  he  taught  one 
term,  and  then  returned  to  the  home  farm, 
which  he  bought  of  the  other  heirs  after  his 
father's  death.  lie  lemainetl  on  the  place, 
occupied  with  its  management,  until  1875. 
Selling  the  [iropeit)-,  he  then  came  to  Lima, 
wlieie  he  has  since  resitled.  He  has  always 
been  prumineril  in  town  affairs,  serving  as  \  il- 
lage  Trustee,  Tieasuier,  and  SujK'rvisor,  and 
has  now  been  I'lesident  of  the  bank  for  ten 
\-eais.  He  man  ied,  in  itST;!,  Annette  15riggs, 
who    died    in  His    second   wife  was 

b'ranc  l'..  Long\(>r,  the  ilaughter  of  Henry 
L(ing\()r,  of  Richmontl.  Mr.  Gilbert  has 
alwa\s  l)een  a  Republican,  and  he  and  his 
wile  are  memliei  s  ol  the  I'l  esbyterian  chin  ch. 


(^pr  Ll^l'RT  A.  ALLIEN,  who  is  extensively 
LL\      engaged    in   the   lumber    business  at 
Mount  Morris,  is  a  wide-awake  autl 
enterprising    re[)i"esentative   of  the 
industrial  interests  uf  this  section  of  Living- 
ston Comity,  of  which  he  is  a  native,  Geneseo 
being  the  place  of  his  biith,  which  occimied 
januar)-   22,    1S55.     His    fathei-,   William  1'. 
-Allen,  a  son  of   Haniel  iXllen,   was  born  and 
leared  to  manhood    in    Saratoga   County.  Li 
1S43  lie  remo\ed  to  Lixingston  County,  set- 


tling in  the  town  of  Portage,  where  he  lived 
for  h\e  years.  Going  thence  to  Geneseo,  he 
embarked  in  the  lumber  business  there,  build- 
ing a  saw-mill,  where  he  tlitl  custom  work  for 
some  thirteen  )'ears.  He  then  foimed  a  co- 
partnership with  a  Mr.  Kindall  ;  ami,  renKu  ing 
to  Piffai'd,  in  the  same  cijunty,  the)'  there 
erected  a  saw-mill,  operating  it  loi"  foui"  yeais. 
Coming  then  to  Mount  Morris,  Mv.  Allen 
built  the  mill  now  owned  b)'  his  son  Albert, 
and,  bu)  ing  a  share  in  the  ]Mjwer,  carried  on  a 
large  and  jjrosjieroLis  business  until  the  time  of 
his  decease,  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  si.xty-eight 
years.  His  wife  was  Harriet  Jones,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Reuben  and  Sarah  A.  (  Taylor)  Jones,  of 
Cayuga  County.  'I'wo  children  were  born  of 
their  marriage — Oscar  and  Albert  A.  The 
former  mairied  Miss  l']lla  Williams;  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  three  children  —  Arthur, 
Burton,  and  Cora. 

-Albert  -A.  -Allen  completed  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  Mount  Morris,  and  subsequently 
entered  the  employment  of  his  father,  from 
whom  he  acquired  a  practical  knowledge  of  the 
details  of  the  lumber  business,  and  from  whom 
he  iidieritecl  in  a  marketl  degree  the  business 
ability  and  tact  that  ha\e  been  sucli  potent  fac- 
tors in  placing  him  in  his  present  prosperous 
financial  condition.  i)u  the  death  of  his 
father,  Mr.  -Alien  was  made  executor,  and  at 
the  hnal  settlement  of  the  estate  bought  out  the 
interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  mill  property, 
and  has  since  carried  it  on  with  most  excellent 
results.  He  is  recognized  as  being  among 
the  most  acti\e,  intelligent,  and  clear-headed 
business  men  ot  the  town,  and  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  local  affairs. 

Politically,  Mr.  Allen  is  a  man  of  decided 
opinions,  and  casts  his  \'ote  tor  the  man  he 
deems  best  titled  for  the  (jffice,  irrespective  of 
partv.  His  first  Presidential  vote,  cast  in 
itS/T),  was  tor  .Samuel  J.  lilden.  Socialh', 
he  is  a  member  ot  the  Co-opeiat i\e  Lisurance 
Company.  The  pleasant  weckled  life  of  Mr. 
Allen  ami  Miss  ]{lla  S.  Wisner,  the  daughter 
of  Stephen  and  Hannah  (l)alrym])le)  Wisner, 
began  in  1878,  and  has  been  blosed  b\'  the 
birth  of  one  daughter,  Ada.  Mrs.  -Allen  is  a 
conscientious  member  of  and  acti\"e  workei'  in 
the  Methodist  church. 
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KAiY  V.  (i.AJ^UNlCR,  Postmaster  of 
\ttica,  Wydiiiin^^  County,  N.  was 
burn  in  AI  iddlcbury,  in  the  same 
count)',  Au,L;ust  15,  1851,  and  is  of 
patriotic  New  l'ji;;huul  ancestry,  his  great- 
<;raiulfalhei-,  Majoi"  (larchier,  having;-  l)cen  an 
officer  in  the  I\e\  1  il  ul  i(  >nary  Wai'.  lie  was  a 
man  of  substance  as  well  as  a  man  of  marked 
intell ii;ence  anil  ^reat  strength  of  character. 
About  the  )  ear  i  SoS  Major  (lardner,  w  ho  was 
a  fainier  in  L;ood  circumstances  in  that  day, 
removed  from  Massachusetts  to  Western  New 
\'urk,  and  became  a  stuicly  pi(jneer  in  Attica, 
lie  was  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  their  son 
Asher  and  famil}'.  Major  (lardner  died  at  the 
liome  ot  his  i;randson,  Patrick  R.  Gardner,  in 
1840,  ha\  injj;  passetl  his  ninetieth  year. 

/\shei-  (larilnei-  was  l)orn  in  Brimfield, 
Mass.,  in  1  7N0.  llaxing  made  the  journey  to 
Attica,  transporting;'  his  effects  by  o.k  team, 
he  settled  in  what  was  then  a  wilderness;  and 
here  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Patrick, 
L;'a\'e  birtli  to  the  \er\-  lirst  white  child  born  in 
this  section,  whom  the}'  named  Patrick  R. 
Although  at  hi^t  much  care  and  watchfulness 
were  necessars',  as  the  wootls  abounded  with 
wiUl  animals,  bears  and  woh'es  being  jiarticu- 
larly  numerous  and  bold,  Mr.  (iartlner  suffer- 
ing the  lo^s  ol  a  pig  which  Pruin  canietl 
away  from  its  [Jcn,  in  time  he  became  a  pros- 
pei'ous  farmer.  :\shcr  (larclner's  brothers,  ot 
wlmm  theie  were  tlnee,  all  settleil  in  .\tlica, 
where  the\'  raised  families  and  passetl  liie  I'e- 
maintler  of  their  days.  Phey  were:  Adolpluis, 
a  fanner;  Roswell,  one  of  the  early  Sheriffs  of 
the  county;  and  Paile\',  also  a  farmer. 

Patrick  R.  (iardner,  who  was  born  in  Attica 
in  iSii,  mairied  lanette  1^.  Munger,  daughtei" 
of  lliram  and  b.lsie  (Mallou)  Munger,  who 
came  In  this  reginu  Irom  New  pjiglantl,  and 
were  among  the  carl)  settlers.  Mrs.  Janette 
P.  ( lardner  became  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  sons  and  three  (huighters 
are  still  living,  nanieU':  Philinda,  widow  of 
Charles  Kriegvdstcin,  of  .Attica;  Charles  (iard- 
nei',  ol  Warsaw,  a  sketch  of  whom  appeals 
elsewhere  in  this  work;  George  M.  Gardner, 
now  a  mining  superintendent  of  Great  h'alls, 
Mont.;  PUeii,  wife  of  Pugene  Hart,  a  larmer 
of    Attica;     lleni)-    P.,    the    subject    of  this 


sketch;  ami  Mai'y',  who  iDairied  Ward  (iriffith, 
of  Middlebui')'.  'Pwo  daughters  died  while 
)'oung".  The  lathci',  Patrick  R.  ( ianJner,  died 
June  15,  1N70.  lie  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  many  )ears,  and  a  Republican  in  politics, 
who  never  sought  lor  ])olitical  honors,  although 
they  were  oltcn  placed  bcloie  him.  lie  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  i^apti^t  church, 
and  were  sturdy  Christian  people.  .She  died 
in  June,  1894,  in  her  se\'ent\'-fiftli  )car. 
'Pheii"  graves  are  in  Hrainard  Cemeterx,  in  the 
east  jiart  of  .\ttica. 

llenr\'  P.  (iaidnei  received  but  a  limited 
etlucation,  owing  to  the  meagre  school  lacili- 
ties  in  the  neighboi  hood  ot  the  place  ot  his 
birth.  lie  commenced  to  assist  his  father  in 
fariii  work  at  a  \'er)-  earl\'  age;  ami  at  his 
father's  death,  he  being  then  but  seventeen 
)'ears  of  age,  he  assumed  full  charge  of  the 
one  hundred  aiul  forty  acres  which  comprised 
the  farm.  At  the  age  of  twent\-one  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Cora  I'erry,  of  the  town  of  Pethaii)', 
(ienesee  Count\',  the  ceremou)'  taking  ]ilace  on 
December  4,  1872.  Mrs.  Gardner's  parents 
were  A.  (i.  and  .Alice  (Wait)  Perr)',  her  fatlier 
being  a  \ei")'  prominent  citi/en  ot  that  count\', 
who  dieil  in  i8()3,  at  the  age  ot  cight\'-onc 
years,  leaving  a  widow  and  three  chikli'L-n. 
ller  brothers,  George  and  Millord  Perrv,  are 
millers  in  the  hamlet  of  Linden. 

.Mr.  (iarduer  at  t w'ent)'-three  years  of  age 
rel  iiupiished  larm  lalior  ami  came  to  .Attica 
x'illage,  where  he  served  as  l)cputv  .Sherilt  lor 
six  )'ears.  lie  then  entered  the  railwav  poslal 
serx'ice,  l  unning  Irom  S\  raciise  to  .\cw  \'oik 
Cit)',  and  later  from  Cleveland,  ()hio,  to  Syra- 
cuse, continuing  in  this  branch  ol  service  tor 
ten  years.  lie  was  appoinletl  Postmaster  ot 
.\llica,  .\pril  11,  i8()i,  and  is  now  serving 
his  lourth  \ear.  Attica  being  a  jiimtion, 
and  the  distributing  point  of  a  large  amouiit  of 
mail,  the  ollice  here  is  one  re(.|uiring  a  good 
deal  of  business  abilit)';  and  Mr.  (iardner  has 
met  its  demands  in  ever\'  |)articular,  having 
become  an  e\]iert  through  !oiig  experience, 
|)roviug'  to  be  liie  right  m.ui  in  the  right  place. 
Personallv,  he  is  exceedingly  popul.ir  with  all 
classes.  lie  is  a  Master  Mason,  and  a  Past 
Grand  ot  the  Independent  (  )r(ler  of  ( )dd  l-\d - 
lows,      Polh    himsell    and    wile    attend  the 
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rrcsb}tcrian  cliurch,  Mrs.  Gardner  bcini^' 
an  intcllcclual  and  l ultixatud  lady,  and  high- 
ly esteemed.  ihe}'  reside  in  a  very  C(jni- 
foitalde  h<inie  on  Main  Street,  ha\'ing  n(< 
eh  i  Idren. 


unit>n  ;  namely, 
II.,    Sally  H., 
Julia    A.,  and 
lesitles  in  Lima, 


A'J  IlA\il-:i.  II.  how  l.l'.R,  a  retired 
larmer  and  miieli  ies[>eeted  citizen  ot 
Lixuiiia,  i.s  a  native  ot  that  place, 
his  hirlh  occuriiiii;  Aj)ril  23,  I1S14. 
1  lis  father,  .Stephen  iMiwler,  came  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  Li\-onia,  \vhii.h  at  that  time  was 
known  as  I'ittstown,  in  1  Noo,  riding  all  the 
\va\'  on  hoiseback.  lie  bought  one  hundred 
and  loilv  atro  ol  laud,  which  he  cleared,  and 
upon  which  he  built  a  log  Imuse.  I'A'en  to  the 
latter  pait  of  his  life  this  lemained  an  isolated 
section,  the  nearest  market  at  that  date  being 
Rochester.  He  mairietl  I\liss  Altie  Harmon, 
a  daughter  of  Xalhaiuel  Harmon;  and  eight 
children  were  born  of  their 
William  V.,  Rhoda,  Altie 
Meigs  C,  Xathaniel  II., 
Stephen  R.  The  last  nametl 
and  is  the  onl)'  other  surv  iv  ing  mendjer  oi  the 
family. 

Nathaniel  11.  h'owler,  of  whom  this  sketch 
is  written,  received  a  preliminary  education  in 
the  liistrict  schools,  after  which  he  was  a  stu- 
dent at  Middleburv,  \\'\ oni i ng  County,  and  at 
the  Lima  Acadcmv.  He  devoted  himself  to 
agricultural  jiuisuits,  and  has  been  a  farmer  all 
of  his  life,  passing  seventy  three  years  on  the 
old  homestead.  In  1S87  lie  sold  the  farm  upon 
which  so  many  N'ecU's  of  his  life  had  been  spent, 
and  moved  into  the  \'illage,  where  he  now 
lesides,  letired  fiom  t  he  ac  t  i  v  e  dut  ies  of  life. 
His  mariiage  to  Mrs.  (  hirissa  (I'addock)  ])\\^ 
son,  tlaughtei'  of  Jacob  and  Ldarissa  (I'l'iest) 
I'addock,  of  h'rankfort,  Herkimer  County,  was 
solemnized  Mav  6,  1.S47. 

Ml'.  Fowler  has  always  been  an  advocate  of 
temperance  and  sobi  iet)',  and  throws  his  entire 
inlbience  in  su|)poit  of  the  Prohibition  party, 
lleiasl  his  fust  I'l  esidential  vote  for  the  \Vhig 
candidate  in  i.S:;().  Roth  he  and  his  wife  are 
memliers  of  the  I'resln  terian  church  of  Livonia 
(.'entre,  anil  are  among  the  most  honored  resi- 
dents ol  their  localitv. 


ARI'J)  HANHCL  TURRh.L,  a  late 
well-known  resident  of  Attica,  N.^'., 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Meiidon,  Mon- 
roe Coimt\',  Julv  1  S,  iSio.  His  father 
served  as  a  S(ddier  in  llie  W  ar  of  1  N 1  2  under 
Cenei'al  W'infield  Seoit,  but  died  ol  lever  con- 
tracted (luring  the  service,  leaving  a  wile  with 
a  laige  lainilv  to  care  lor,  jared  then  being  Imt 
two  \earsold.  The  bov  was  thus  born  to  ad- 
versilv,  ami  earl}  became  iiuned  to  the  hard- 
ships ol  lile.  He  was  placed  under  the  care  ol 
an  inicle  in  chililhood,  and  lemained  under  his 
roof  till  the  age  ol  louiteen,  working  most  of 
the  time,  and  getting  but  few  school  advan- 
tages. In  his  fouiteenth  yeai'  he  was  taken  as 
clerk  in  a  stole  at  Castile,  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  same  counlv,  \\')omiiig.  and  also  served 
at  Rerry  in  the  same  capacitv,  getting  his 
meagre  board  and  the  miserh'  remuneration  of 
one  dollar  and  hfty  cents  a  month.  Rut  dur- 
ing the  five  }ears  ot  this  kind  of  discipline  he 
was  able  to  attend  school  in  connection  with 
his  duties,  and  nsetl  every  oppoit un it)'  to  ac- 
quire l)ook  knowledge  which  came  in  his  way. 

When  he  was  twent\-fonr  \ears  of  age,  he 
married  Miss  Jane  .Sihuvler,  who  was  a  daugh- 
ter ot  John  R.  and  hdiza  (  I'urner)  Schuvder, 
ami  was  boi  11  and  grew  up  in  Haltimore,  Md. 
Her  grandtather  was  the  Rev.  Thomas  Turner, 
a  Haptist  preacher,  foiinerl)'  of  haigland.  Mrs. 
Turrel's  lather,  who  was  a  lainier,  was  a  na- 
tive ol  Ruilington,  X.J.,  and  a  relative  of 
Cieneral  Schuvder.  He  and  his  wife  brought 
uj)  a  lamil\-  of  ten  chiUlren,  five  sons  and  five 
daughters,  bricHv  mentioned  below:  Josei)hus 
Schuvder,  a  larmer  in  Castile,  anil  in  Seneca 
Count)',  ()hio,  died  in  California  at  the  age  of 
eight\--lwo.  M.iicus,  now  nearlv  eightN'-fi ve, 
resides  in  Mercer  Counlv,  (ihio,  and  is  slill 
active  in  thi;  pi.ulice  ol  his  piulessioii  ol  sur- 
veying, .Mai)-  K.,  widow  of  William  IIo)t, 
of  Cayuga  Countv,  New  \'oik,  lesides  in  Iowa, 
antl  is  still  active,  at  the  age  of  eiglit)--two. 
Jane  .S.  is  the  widow  of  Jared  I).  Turrel,  of 
this  sketch.  Lli/a,  wife  of  1  )av  itl  Searles,  re- 
sides at  Monnioulh,  111.,  and  is  now  sevenlv- 
seven  years  of  age.  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Abel 
Vannetta,  resides  near  Tillin,  ()hio.  Susan  is 
the  widow  of  the  i\ev.  .Manna  Thom])son. 
John  ITetcher  Schu)ler  died  in  his  lort)--rifth 
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year.  Dr.  Aaron  Schuyler,  Professor  of  Math- 
ematics, and  a  long  successful  teacher,  is  now 
President  of  the  university  at  Salina,  Kan. 
Dr.  1'.  L.  .Schuyler  is  the  tenth  child.  It  will 
he  seen  that  Mrs.  Turrel  belongs  to  a  long- 
li\-cd  race. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Turrel  moved  to  Seneca 
County,  Ohio;  and  i\Irs.  Turrel  went  with 
them  while  her  newly  married  husband  went 
(in  to  Xcw  \'(irk  to  j)urchase  merchandise  for 
the  stole  they  soon  after  opened,  and  over 
which  they  had  their  residence.  At  the  end 
of  ;i  yeai",  howc\'er,  the}'  came  back  to  Terry  in 
Xew  York  State.  This  was  in  1835.  Mr. 
Turrel  then  engaged  in  a  commercial  enter- 
])rise  with  Judge  .Smith,  in  which  he  continued 
for  t\\ent}->ix  years.  During  this  pei'iod  he 
became  iclentihed  with  the  State  militia,  and 
was  made  a  Major.  His  health  was,  however, 
affected  by  the  close  application  his  work  in- 
volved ;  and,  being  obliged  to  make  a  change, 
he  accepted  the  position  of  conductor  on  the 
Western  Division  ot  the  New  York  Central 
Railroad,  and  after  four  years  he  succeeded  to 
the  superintendency  of  the  Attica  Pranch, 
which  position  he  heUl  for  thirty-seven  years. 
His  whole  service  on  the  road  covered  a  period 
of  forty-two  ycais.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turrel  had 
four  chihlrcn.  A  son,  Rufus  J.,  died  in  in- 
fancy. Jared  Henry,  who  at  the  early  age  of 
nineteen  vears  began  his  career  as  second  con- 
ductor  on  the  HulTalo  Branch  of  the  Erie  Rail- 
road, died  in  Hannibal,  Mo.,  in  1879,  at  forty- 
two  )cars  of  age,  lea\-ing  three  children.  John 
L. ,  the  seconil  chihl,  is  a  lawyer  by  profes- 
sion, and  also  an  artist  and  engraver,  highly 
esteemed  for  his  attainments  in  superior  work. 
He  studied  at  the  Michigan  LIniversity,  is  a 
man  of  culture,  and  an  able  lawyer.  He  has 
been  li\ing  in  Chicago  for  the  past  seven 
years.  He  has  a  wife  and  daughter  and  son. 
l'"li/a  J.  Turrel  is  the  wife  of  b'rederick  Wil- 
kie,  a  farmer  near  Attica.  They  have  three 
sons,  one  of  whom  is  a  lawyer  in  J-^uffalo, 
anil  one  daughter. 

Jared  1).  'l  urrel,  the  chief  character  of  this 
sketch,  belonged  to  a  long-lived  family.  His 
age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  July  28,  1894, 
was  eighty-four  years.  His  mother  lived  to 
be  over  one  hundred  years  old,  his  maternal 


grandfather  to  one  hundred  and  one,  and  his 
great-grandfather  to  the  age  of  one  hundred 
and  tour  yeais. 

Mr.  Tuiicl's  ihities  brought  him  in  daily 
contact  with  people  living  in  that  section  of 
the  country,  and  his  kind  and  courteous  bear- 
ing toward  all  made  him  numerous  friends. 
He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Masonic 
( )rtler,  a  man  |)opular  among  his  neighbors  and 
townsmen,  a  friend  with  read\'  sympath)'  to 
those  who  were  in  need  of  a  heliiing  hand  or 
words  o|  encoui'agemenl.  .Such  a  personality 
is  not  soon  forgotten  in  an\'  coinmmiit)'. 

Mr.  Turrel  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political 
jireferences,  ant!  ser\-e(,l  for  se\'en  successive 
)'ears  as  Supei'\'isor  of  the  town.  X(j  youth 
need  despair  at  the  limitations  of  life  with  the 
exam]de  ot  Mr.  Turrel  to  imitate,  who,  mak- 
ing the  most  of  his  few  advantages,  was  able 
to  s])eiul  a  useful  and  respected  life  in  the 
communit)',  and  to  set  forward  a  large  famil)' 
of  childi-en  in  careers  of  advantage  and  honor. 
Mr.  'Turrel  followed  the  creed  (jf  the  "Sermon 
on  the  Mount,''  belie\ing  in  the  re\'elation  of 
Jesirs  Christ,  and  trusting  in  the  lo\-e  and  ac- 
ceptance of  the  heaxenly  T'ather,  so  tinishing 
his  long  career  in  the  confiilence  of  a  simple, 
child-like  hope.  Mrs.  Turrel  continues  to 
occup)'  the  jdeasant  residence  on  Main  .Street, 
the  home  where  they  spent  about  thirty-sex'en 
ol  their  sixty  )'ears  of  married  life,  s(dacetl 
by  i)leasant  memories  and  the  attentions  ()f 
children  and  grandchildren. 


Yp)T]':XRV    11.    LORD,  who  by  energetic 
|-^-J      industiv,  shrewd  foresight,  and  saga- 
I  v9  I        cious  wisdom  in  the  management  of 
his   hnancial   affairs,   has  gained  a 
competence,  and  is  now  spending  the  sunset  of 
his  life  in  retirement  ami  pleasure  in  his  beau- 
tiful home  in  Geneseo,  is  well  known  through- 
out  this  section   of   Livingston   County  as  a 
successful  business  man  and  a  valued  citi/.en. 

Mr.  Lord  is  of  New  I'jigland  birth  and 
breeding,  and  first  opened  his  e)'c>  to  the 
light  April  30,  1820,  in  the  town  of  Plooni- 
field,  Conn.  His  father,  James  L.  Lonl,  was 
also  born  in  Connecticut,  his  native  town 
being   'Torringford.     The  gi'andfather,  IClisha 
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Lord,  was  a  life-long  resident  of  the  same 
State.  fames  L.  Lord  was  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  and  followed  that  occujjation  in  the 
place  of  his  nativity  until  his  death,  which 
oi-curred  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-five  years, 
lie  married  Khoda  l.oomis,  a  natixe  ot  Wind- 
sor, Ciinn.  She  spent  her  declining  \X'ars  in 
this  count \',  dying  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-tour  year.^.  She  reared  se\en  chihiren; 
namel}-,  Julia,  I'"anny,  hdi/a,  llaynes,  Henry 
II.,  Susan,  and  l-.ia^ni us. 

IIein"\'  11.  l.oul,  lo  whom  we  refer  in  this 
brief  persnual  histoi'v,  w,is  educated  in  New 
Lngland,  attending  first  llie  di^trict  school  and 
then  the  \illage  acadenu'  of  his  native  town, 
lie  was  but  se\en  \  car.s  <dd  when  he  was  left 
fathei  le.NS ;  and  as  soon  as  he  was  able  he 
began  to  assist  his  niothci',  working  by  the  day 
until  of  age.  lie  eail)  learned  the  trade  of 
blacksmithing,  and,  thinking  to  find  better 
wages  for  his  work  in  a  newer  countr)',  came 
to  this  State,  and  followetl  his  trade  for  two 
years  in  Cananda igua.  Reluming  to  Connect- 
icut, .Mr.  Loid  lemainetl  witli  his  mother  and 
fiiends  a  \'eai',  and  then  lesumetl  blacksmith- 
ing in  C'anandaigua.  Two  years  later  he  set- 
tled in  (/u\  ler\  i lie,  Liv  ingston  County,  and, 
ii|icning  a  blacksm ith-s]io|i,  carried  on  a  large 
.Old  profitable  l)usiness,  to  which  he  subse- 
c|ucntly  added  that  of  a  cairiage  and  wagon 
maker,  continuing  it  for  neail)'  fifteen  years. 
Then,  selling  his  shop  ami  business,  Mr.  Lord 
rented  a  Imtcl  propert\'  in  Cu\ lerville,  and  for 
a  \ear  kept  a  public  house.  lie  then  engagetl 
in  a  commission  business,  buying  and  shijiping 
fiaut  to  New  A'oik  Cit\',  gradually  enlarging 
and  extending  his  opeiations  until  he  had  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  bu  ratix'e  trades  of  the 
count)'.  .Since  retiring  from  acti\'e  life,  he 
has  made  his  hume  in  (ienesco,  where  he  is 
the  owner  of  a  fine  residence,  and  is  nimibered 
amuug  the  intiucutial  and  esteemed  citizens  ot 
the  \- ill  age. 

In  1N45  Mr.  LortI  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  l-'aini\'  Luell,  a  nali\-e  of  Manches- 
tei',  Conn.,  and  a  daughtci'  ol  b'rederick  Huell. 
Of  this  uniou  lliL-re  were  two  children,  one  ot 
whom,  a  son,  died  in  infancy.  A  daughter, 
Augusta  S. ,  is  the  wife  of  William  Coverdalc, 
who  was  tormerl}'  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 


suits in  Geneseo,  and  also  carried  on  a  lucra- 
tive meat  business  in  the  \illage.  In  1887 
the  pleasant  hoLisehold  circle  was  broken, 
the  clex'oled  and  faithful  wife  ])assing  to  the 
better  land,  at  llie  age  ot  thiecscore  }ears. 
This  severe  .iltlictinu  was  ,a  great  blow  to 
Mr.  I.iiid,  and  is  ever  remeinbered  b)  him 
with  -  l  ief.         ..  ■  • 


1831. 
mo\  ed 


AMI'.S  (k  M(  )KK1S,  a  well  known  mer- 
chant 111  the  tiiwn  of  Spring-water,  is  a 
native  of  this  lown,  wheix'  his  birth 
took  place  ou  llie  <jlh  ot  l'"ebruary, 
I  lis  giandtalher,  Samuel  Morris, 
from  Rochester,  X.^'.,  to  Ca/enovia, 
Matbson  Count)',  vvlieie  he  eanietl  on  a  barm 
during  the  lemaindei'  of  his  life.  lie  and  his 
wife  Sally  weie  blessed  with  a  large  faniily, 
Lyman,  the  father  of  James  ti.,  being  the 
foui'lh   in  oi'dei"  ot  birth. 

L)nian  Moiris  was  born  in  Cazenovia,  and 
grew  up  on  his  lather's  taini,  attending  the 
district  st  hoid,  and  growing  up  v\  ith  a  know  l- 
edge  ot  agi'icultur.al  iiiatteis  ot  all  kinds.  lie 
also  learnetl  something  of  the  machinist's 
trade,  and  woiked  at  this  in  coni'iection  with 
fariii  work.  In  18:;:;  he  com)nenced  bu.siness 
for  hiiii^elt  in  .Spiingwater,  and  took  some 
farm  lands  thcie,  which  he  cleared,  making  a 
home,  and  therein  establishing  his  family. 
There  he  passed  the  lemaindei"  of  his  days, 
depaiting  this  life  at  the  age  of  si.\t)'-three 
)'ears.  It  is  interesting  to  notice  how  the 
greater  enler])rises  ot  the  ])resent  time  owe 
their  begimnngs  to  snialler  ones  incepted  by 
early  lesidenls  ot  a  town.  They  eiiduied  the 
first  h.irdships  coiuiected  with  the  settling  of  a 
community,  and  to  them  is  due  the  honm" 
which  belongs  to  ihe  foundation  builder. 
L)arian  Moiris  was  one  ot  these,  and  his  name 
will  ever  biing  wilh  it  a  tiilnite  of  resiiect. 
His  wite,  mother  ot  lames  (i.,  was  belore 
inariiage  Miss  .Anna  Millett.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  .Samuel  Millett,  .m  earl)'  settler 
ot  Wavne  CouiUv.  The  children  in  the  p.i- 
rental  home  were  ten  in  number,  ot  whom  the 
following-named  are  still  living:  Charles  A.; 
James  (k  ;  Harriet  .\.,  Mrs.  John  Warner; 
L.nmia  N.  ;  Benjamin  I'".  ;  and   John  J.  The 
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mother,  after  a  lon<;'  and  useful  life,  chased  her 
eareer  in  the  town  of  Springwater. 

James  (j.  Aloriis  was  very  young  when  his 
fatlier  moved  to  Sjiringwater ;  and  he  therefore 
grew  up  with  the  \illage,  antl  had  a  share  in 
all  its  features  nf  growth  and  prosperil\'.  lie 
was  a  student  at  the  dislriet  school,  and  made 
sui  h  good  use  ol  li is  acK'antages  that  he  became 
an  instructor  himsell,  antl  taught  school  dur- 
ing se\eu  winter  seasons,  farming  the  remain- 
dei"  of  the  )  car.  Rel iiu|uishing  the  pi'ofession, 
lie  turned  liis  attention  entirely  to  farming, 
carrying  it  on  for  a  time,  but  in  18CS  began 
business  for  himself,  oiK'uing  a  small  store. 
'I'll is  he  ciinducted  alone  for  about  a  \'ear,  then 
formed  a  partneiship  with  his  father-in-law,  so 
continuing  for  several  years.  He  then  went 
into  business  with  S.  II.  W'orthingtoii,  but  at 
tlie  expiration  of  four  years  dissolved  partner- 
ship, and  started  in  business  with  his  jiresent 
partner,  opening  a  large  general  store,  and 
keeping  a  line  of  dry  goods,  groceries,  boots 
and  shoes,  haiilware,  clothing,  hats  and  caps, 
carpets,  oil  cloths,  coal  and  wood. 

Mr.  IMorris  was  united  in  marriage  in  1857 
with  Miss  ]{liza  Gro\'er,  a  native  of  Spring- 
water,  and  a  daughter  of  David  H.  Grover,  a 
reiiresentative  of  one  of  the  old  families  in  the 
town.  I\Ir.  GrtA-er  was  a  furniture  dealer  and 
a  caliinet-maker,  and  also  understood  and  car- 
ided  oil  the  car|)enter's  trade.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morris  ha\e  one  child,  a  daughter,  Carrie  G. 
She  was  gracluatetl  from  the  normal  school  in 
iSSi,  and  for  ten  years  taught  in  l^radford, 
I'a.,  one  )'ear  Ijcing  i)rincij)al.  Later  she  was 
a  teacher  in  Victor,  ()ntario  County,  and  for 
three  years  was  head  ol  a  school  in  Spencer- 
porl,  Monroe  Connly.  Mr.  Morris  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  has  aiua\s  \(ited  that  ticket.  lie 
has  been  Town  Clerk  two  years,  but  is  not  an 
office-seeker.  lie  belongs  to  the  Advent 
church,  of  which  he  has  been  a  Trustee,  and 
for  fifteen  years  was  superintendent  of  the 
.Sunday-school,   but  has  now  resigned. 

The  Morris  famil}',  being  an  old  and  suc- 
cessful one,  takes  a  prominent  place  in  the 
society  of  .Springwater.  lie  who  builds  up  so 
successful  a  business  as  Mr.  Morris  has  dtjne 
naturall)'  recei\es  the  honors  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen.     Such  men  are  looked  up  to  in  all 


local  and  general  matters  affecting  the  pros- 
perit}'  ot  the  communit)',  and  also  conceiiiing 
the  town's  influence  o\er  neighboring  towns 
and  its  position  among  other  such  factors  of 
the  .Stale.  I''.\er)-  man  of  intelligence  has  a 
part  lo  fulfil  in  his  d.iy  ;ind  generation;  and 
such  as  Mr.  Mm  i  is,  who  ha\e  special  lur^iness 
(jual  ificalions,  are  the  ones  lo  wlioui  the  gov- 
ernment looks  for  support  in  the  el)b  and  llow 
ol  mercantile  pn;sperit\'. 


^'tVpJRS.   KCTII   v..   CI.i:\'l{L.\ND,  an 

—  zrf  esteemed  and  \enerated  resident  of 
^  J  Is  I  Warsaw,  \\')(iming  Counl\',  widow 
ol  ()li\"er  Clex'elaiul,  was  born  in 
Daub)-,  Tompkins  County,  S.X.,  Ma)'  23, 
I. Si  3,  daughter  of  Luther  and  Ruth  (Hedges) 
h'oster,  both  natives  of  .Southampton,  I-ong 
Island.  Mr.  h'oster  was  born  .September  i, 
1770;  and  his  marriage  to  Ruth  Hedges  took 
pkux'  in  1791.  With  the  design  of  im|ii"<!\"ing 
their  circumstances  the)'  mo\'ed  Irom  .South- 
ampton to  Montague,  Sussex  County,  N.J., 
and  later  to  Owego,  Tioga  County,  N.Y. , 
where  Mr.  h'oster  was  for  six  years  engaged  in 
the  business  of  tanning.  In  1823  the)'  re- 
moved to  Warsaw  and  settled  in  the  west  part 
ol  the  town,  where  their  grandson,  Herbert, 
now  I'esides.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I-'oster  were  the 
|)arents  of  nine  children  whom  tliey  reared  to 
maturity,  three  other  children  having  died  in 
infanc)'.  The)  were  rresb)'terians  in  religion, 
and  brought  up  their  family  in  that  belief. 
]\Ir.  h'oster  died  Xo\'emlier  16,  1846,  his 
widow  sui\'i\iiig  him  until  March  7,  i860, 
d\'ing  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  )'ears.  The 
hither  ot  Lulher  l'"oslei  was  C  hi'isto|)her  h'os- 
ler,  a  larmer  011  Long  Island,  wheie  he  parsed 
his  entire  lile,  never  luuing  lett  its  shores. 

Rulli  I'],  was  next  to  the  )'oungest  child  of 
her  parents  in  order  of  birth;  and,  on  atlaining 
wdiuanhood,  she  was  first  married  to  Zeia  l  an- 
ner,  this  marriage  occurring  Jul)'  23,  1833, 
when  she  was  in  her  tweuty-tirst  )ear.  Mr. 
Tanner  dieil  November  27,  1836.  He  was 
the  son  of  an  early  settler,  Zeia  Tanner,  .Sr., 
who  came  to  Warsaw  from  New  hhiglaiul  in 
1808,  and  settled  in  the  woods  about  two  miles 
fr')m  the  present  village.     His  wife  was  Ja- 
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ncttc  McW'hortcr;  and  she  accompanied  him 
from  Xew  l-'n^dand,  where  tlieir  marriaj^e  had 
taken  phice.  H\  her  niarriaj^e  to  I\Ir.  Tanner 
Mrs.  CIe\elan(l  has  one  son,  her  only  child, 
Zera  Luther  Tanner,  horn  Decemher  5,  1835, 
who  has  risen  to  distinction  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice. A  separate  sketch  of  his  life  is  pre- 
sented in  this  connection,  and  ma}'  be  found 
succeedii^^'  this  brief  notice  of  M rs.  Cleveland. 


(^Ty^^V.KA  I.UTH1;K  TAXNI-.R,  Comman- 
/j/f  der  I'nitetl  States  na\  \',  whose  mother 
^  is  Mrs.  Ruth  !■;.  (iMistcr)  Cleveland, 
the  subject  ot  the  preceding  sketch, 
was  born  at  \\'ar.-,aw,  \\'\'oming  County,  N.  Y. , 
December  5,  1S35,  son  of  Zera  and  Ruth  \i. 
(h'oster)  Tanner,  as  elsewhere  stated.  Y(jung 
Tanner  was  etlucated  in  Warsaw,  where  he 
remained  until  his  twenty-first  \'ear,  with  the 
exception  of  two  \eai's  spent  in  Towanda,  ]^a. 
In  1N55  he  went  to  ICngland,  where  he  secured 
a  ])atent  upon  an  in\ention,  the  plans  and 
model  of  which  he  had  taken  with  him.  In 
()ctol)er  ol  tile  tollowini;'  \'ear  he  entered  upon 
a  seafaring  life  with  the  ol)ject  of  recruiting 
his  health,. and  prioi-  to  the  Civil  War  in 
America  he  maile  three  \-o\ages  to  the  East 
Inilies.  lie  was  at  sea  when  the  war  broke 
out,  en  route  fidm  China  to  .San  Francisco; 
and,  I'eturning  to  the  Atlantic  coast,  he  en- 
tered the  ti"ans|>(irt  sei'xice.  lie  entered  the 
United  -States  na\')  as  .\cting  I'Jisign,  August 
1  iS,  1S62,  and  was  in  actix'e  ser\'ice  on  the  At- 
lantic and  (iulf  coasts  until  the  war  closed. 
His  first  command  was  the  captured  British 
steamer  "\'i\en,''  a  blockade  runner  whose 
chief  officer  subse(|uent  1  \-  .ittainetl  distinction 
in  the  Turkish  na\'y  mider  the  name  of  Hobart 
Pasha.  h'.aidy  in  the  spring  of  [866,  while 
attached  to  the  United  .States  sh ip  "  Augusta,  " 
he  con\'o\  ed  the  monitor  "  M  iantonomoh  "  on 
a  sjiecial  mission  to  Russia,  conveying  the 
Hon.  (i.  \'.  l-"o.\,  bearer  of  the  congratulations 
of  the  Ihiited  States  Congress  to  the  emperor 
Ale.x.mder  II.  on  liis  escape  liom  assassination, 
lie  silent  the  following  winter  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and,  returning  to  the  Ihiited  States  in 
June,  1867,  sailed  immediately  for  Chinese 
waters  on   board  of  the   Ihiited   States  ship 


"Onward,"  and  ser\-ed  successively  on  the 
United  States  ships  ".Maumee"  and  "ldah(j,  " 
remaining  at  the  .Asiatic  station  until  the 
s]Dring.of  1870. 

After  the  loss  of  the  I'nited  States  ship 
"Oneida,"  Lieutenant  Tanner  took  command 
of  the  "Aroostook,"  and  conducted  the  search 
for  the  remains  of  \  ictims  of  the  wreck.  He 
was  attached  to  the  United  .States  sh  ip  "  Nar- 
ragansett  "  from  1871  to  1873.  Sailing  from 
New  \'ork  to  the  I'acihc  station,  \\c  \isited  the 
west  coast  ol  .South  America,  ,Me.\ico,  Cali- 
fornia, the  -Sandwicli  Ishmds,  .Samoa,  Aus- 
tralia, and  made  an  e.\tensi\e  ciaiise  among  the 
South  .Sea  Islands.  i'he  hnal  \'eai"  of  the 
cruise  was  occupied  on  a  sur\'ey  of  the  Lower 
California  ami  Culf  coasts.  He  was  attaclied 
to  the  Philadelphia  Xa\\'  \'ard  during  the  win- 
I  ter  of  1873-74,  obtained  a  lea\e  of  absence 
j  from  the  Xavy  iJeixirtment,  and  commanded 
the  Pacific  mail  steamei"  "Colon,"  sailing  be- 
tween Xew  \'ork  and  the  Isthmus  of  Panama, 
from  1874  to  1876,  and  the  "Cit\'  of  Peking," 
the  largest  mail  steamer  ol  the  d.iy,  from  1876 
to  1878,  sailing  belwet.ai  C'alifornia  and  China. 

He  was  on  dut\'  at  the  Xa\\'  Lepartment  in 
Washington  during  the  winter  of  1878-79,  took 
commaiul  of  the  United  States  ship  ".Speed- 
well '1  the  tollowing  s|)ring,  and  was  emplo)'ed 
on  the  Xew  Lnglanil  coast  during  the  summer 
in  deei)-sea  exploration  under  direction  of  the 
Unitetl  States  Commissioner  of  I'ish  and 
P'isheries.  He  suiierintended  the  construction 
of  the  U'liited  .States  l-'ish  Commission  steamer 
"I'^ish  Hawk,"  and  commandetl  her  from  1880 
to  i88j.  While  still  in  command  of  the 
"I'"ish  Hawk,"  he  made  general  plans  for  the 
steamer  ".Albatross,"  suiierintended  her  con 
struction,  and  upon  her  comjiletion  in  X'o\em- 
ber,  i88j,  took  command  ot  hei'.  The  wssel 
was  sjiecialU'  designed  tor  scientitic  work,  and 
was  acti\'ely  emplo\r(i  in  deei)-sea  exploration 
on  the  Atlantic  and  (iulf  coasts  until  1887, 
when  she  was  transferred  to  the  Pacific,  where 
her  field  of  o|)ei"ation  extended  Ironi  the  Ciulf 
of  Panama  to  Hei'ing  Sea,  and  e\en  lo  tlu' 
coast  of  Kamtthalka.  .She  made  an  extensive 
exjjloration  of  the  fishing  grounds  of  Alaska, 
Wash inirton,  Oree,dn,  and  Califoinia,  smve\  irii'" 
a  route  for  a  submarine  cable  from  the  coast 
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of  California  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  took 
an  active  |)ait  in  the  tur  seal  in\'estigati(jn  and 
patrol  diitN'  ill  Hei  in^  Sea.  Commander  Tan- 
ner sex'eied  his  coinieetion  with  the  "Alba- 
tross" in  Ma)',  i^<-)4,  and  was  ordered  to 
special  dut\'  in  Washington,  jaiuiary  i,  1895. 

His  advance  in  the  na\'al  service  is  indi- 
cated b\'  the  dates  of  his  ap]oointmeiits  and 
commissions,  as  follows:  .Acting  ]{nsign,  .Au- 
gust iiS,  icSfS^,  oiiginal  enti'y  in  the  \'o]unteer 
service;  Acting  Master,  September  29,  1864, 
promoted  in  the  xolunteer  service;  ICnsign, 
March  12,  1868,  transferred  to  regular  nav)' ; 
Master,  l)ecember  18,  1868,  jjromoted,  regular 
iia\  \- ;  Lieutenant,  March  21,  1870,  promoted, 
regular  na\)' ;  Lieutenant  Commander,  J*\'bru- 
ary  22,  1883,  jiromoted,  regular  nav}' ;  Com- 
mander, l'"ebruar)'  7,  1893,  promoted,  regular 
na\y. 

A  portrait  of  Commander  Zera  L.  i'anner 
accompanies  this  meagre  (Hit line  of  his  honora- 
ble career  to  date.  X'igorous,  well  poised, 
resolute,  he  gi\es  promise  of  much  further  ser- 
vice to  the  u'ood  shin  "L'liion.  "   ,  . 


AMl'lS  SPLITAL,  a  well-known  farmer 
ol  the  town  ot  ^^)rk,  was  Ijorn  here 
I'ebruar)'  iS,  1824.  His  father,  John 
Spittal,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
place,  was  a  Scotchman,  who  came  on  a  long, 
nine  weeks'  jouine)'  across  the  water,  and 
reached  the  cit)'  ot  Xew  \'ork  with  but  Hft\' 
cents  in  his  pocket.  lie  found  liis  wa)',  how- 
ever, to  Li\  ingston  County,  and  went  to  work 
at  first  for  the  Montgomery  Companx',  with 
which  he  remained  a  \ear,  and  then  found  em 
ployment  with  one  and  an(jther  of  liis  frienrls 
and  acquaintances.  He  worked  by  the  month 
a  long  time,  but  by  patience  and  frugality  ac- 
cumulated enough  money  to  buy  a  tract  of  land 
owned  by  a  scpiatter,  consi.sting  of  about 
seventy  acres.  This  land  was  very  wild;  antl 
he  set  to  work  to  redeem  it,  and  put  it  under 
cultivation.  This  was  a  severe  and  laborious 
imdertaking,  as  in  those  days  the  appliances 
for  reducing  such  labor  were  not  known,  the 
woodsman  having  to  depend  on  his  bill -hook, 
his  axe,  and  his  own  strong  arm. 

John  Spittal  built  a  rough  log  cabin  ior  him- 


self against  an  embankment,  the  cabin  being 
so  h)\\  lliat  he  could,  il  he  \s  ished,  jump  fiom 
the  liillside  to  the  101. f.  l.atei'  he  built  a 
small  but  nin\enienl  Irame  house,  uliere  he 
liwd  inUil  his  death,  which  ocLUiied  while  he 
was  .still  a  Noung  man.  His  wile  was  befoie 
he)"  mai  I  iage  Miss  Catherine  .Sinclaii".  .She 
was  a  daughter  ot  Hugh  and  Ann  (Campbell) 
.Sinclair,  the  former  of  whom  was  one  of  the 
\ei}'  hrst  settlers  in  the  count\',  coming  fium 
Johnstown,  {'ulton  Count\,  with  his  famiL'of 
nine  children  and  all  his  |)ei'sonal  effects,  in  a 
two-horse  sleigh.  When  they  arrixed  at  their 
destination,  the\'  tound  onh'  a  \ei"\'  small  Uear- 
ing  in  the  dense  woods,  with  two  or  tliree  log 
houses  at  most.  l^ut  tlie  liackbone  of  the 
Scotch  people  is  strong,  and  meets  well  the 
\icissitudes  and  hardships  of  lite;  and  it  is  to 
be  remembered  in  their  praise  that  the\'  ami 
their  neighbors  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
present  pids|)erit\'  ot  the  town. 

Lhe  chiUlieii  ol  John  and  Catherine  (.Sin- 
clair) -Spittal  were  three'  -M  1  ugh,  Ha\  id,  and 
James.  Hugh  married  .Miss  Matilda  Hall, 
and  at  his  death,  in  1880,  left  two  children  — 
William  and  Carrie.  Carrie  is  now  the  wife 
of  ivichard  White,  of  the  town  of  (iroxeland, 
Li\-ingstoii  Count\'.  l)a\id  married  Miss 
Susan  Hall,  a  daughter  of  William  Hall,  and 
has  two  sons  —  (ieorge  ami  M\ron.  John 
Spittal  died  in  1841,  while  his  widow  sur\  ixed 
him  nearl\-  fort\'  \'ears,  (King  in  1880. 

James  Sjiitt-d  receixed  his  earh'  education 
in  the  tlistrict  school,  and  later  attended  Tem- 
ple Hill  Academv  in  deneseo.  He  taught 
school  in  \'ork  after  hnishing  his  studies,  but 
after  the  fieath  of  his  father  took  the  farm 
under  his  supei  x  ision,  .md  m  time  bought  out 
the  other  lieirs,  He  then  .iddcd  hftv  acres  to 
the  land,  but  ten  \ears  ago  rented  the  farm, 
and  moved  t<i  a  lesidence  in  the  \  illage.  He 
took  tor  his  wife  Miss  Ann  .Sinclair,  a  native 
of  Michigan;  and  to  them  were  gi\en  three 
children.  John,  the  eldest,  is  in  a  phining- 
mill  in  LeRoy;  he  married  Miss  .Sarah 
.Simpson,  a  daughter  of  Hugh  Simpson,  of 
^"ork,  and  has  foui-  ch i Idren --Mar\  li. .  Hoii- 
ald  R.,  Ldw.irtI  J.,  and  Hugii.  Catherine  re- 
mains at  home,  and  keejis  house  for  her  father. 
The   other  sister,   Martha,   is  a  stenographer 
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and  t}'pc writer,  and  is  in  tlie  employ  of  Sage 
&  Co.,  bic\cle  nianufacturer.s  of  Rochester, 
X.  \'.  Mrs.  .Sjjittal  clepaited  this  life  on  the 
4th  of  October,  i  .S.S.S. 


■()]|\'  A\(ill';K,  who  iicciipies  an  influ- 
ential and  prominent  position  amonj;' 
the  agiicultural  population  of  the  town 
of  I'oita^e,  is  the  owner  ot  a  })leasant 
homestead  in  iJistrict  No.  i,  where  he  has 
lived  for  neai  I}-  half  a  century.  Upon  this  he 
has  made  some  excellent  im [jrovements ;  and 
here  he  residcN,  suridunded  with  a  goodly 
share  of  the  comforts  ol  life.  lie  is  a  native 
of  good  old  Xew  h'.ngUunI,  his  birth  occurring 
in  the  State  ol  Xew  Hampshire,  December  18, 
1815. 

His  father,  IClisha  Angier,  was  a  life-long 
resident  of  the  (iranite  State,  and  a  substantial 
farmer  of  Cheshire  Coimt)'.  He  was  acciden- 
tall\-  killed  h\  tlrixing  off  the  side  of  a  bridge, 
at  the  time  being  a  strong  and  able  man  of 
forty-fi\ e  )eais.  He  married  Harriet  l-iussell, 
a  tlaughter  of  Amos  Russell,  of  New  Hamji- 
shire,  and  the)'  reai'ed  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  -Silas;  Amanda;  John; 
banil)-;  AIar\' ;  .Sophia;  deorge  and  Ilattie, 
twins;  and  Andrew.  The  latter  was  a  volun- 
teer soldiei-  in  the  late  Rebellion,  enlisting  in 
a  W  isconsin  legiment.  He  was  woundetl  at 
the  battle  of  AiUietam,  d\ ing  from  the  inju- 
ries theie  recei\ed. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and 
edmatecl  in  the  State  of  hi.-,  natix  ity,  and  after 
the  death  of  his  fathei",  which  occin-reil  when 
he  wa^  (pnte  )'oung,  went  to  reside  with  his 
grandpaients,  .Silas  and  I'riscilla  Angier,  who 
were  then  li\'iug  on  a  farm  in  Massachusetts, 
Thev  subsecjuent  l\'  remox'etl  to  Livingston 
Courit\,  Xew  \'ork,  locating  in  the  town  of 
Xunda,  where  tlie  grandfalhei'  bought  seventy 
acies  of  land.  This  farm  was  partly  ini[)i'oved, 
and  a  good  house  had  been  elected  on  it;  and 
into  this  he  mo\L-d  with  his  family,  living 
there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  about 
three  years  later,  he  haxdng  attained  the  age  of 
sevent)  -nine  years. 

In  iiS47  John  Angier,  who  hail  previously 
managed   his  grandfather's   farm,  bought  his 


present  place  of  residence,  and  at  once  began 
its  culti\-ation.  He  has  eniplo\-ed  liis  time 
most  profitaljl)-,  and  has  continual  l\-  added  to 
the  improxemenl  and  \alue  of  his  propert)', 
being  now  numbered  among  the  representat i \-e 
tanners  ol  this  section  of  the  count}',  who  by 
theii'  shrewd  loresighl  and  detei'mined  enei'gy 
ha\e  been  active  iu  developing  it-,  varied  re- 
sources and  adxaucing  its  industiial  interests. 
In  addition  to  his  agiicultural  labors,  Mr.  .An- 
gier was  lor  si.\  )ears  engaged  in  mercantile 
trade,  owning  a  shoe-store  in  the  village  of 
X'unda.  In  jKditii-.',  lie  is  a  stanch  advocate  of 
the  Demociatic  partv,  and  has  acted  as  Path- 
master  and  .IN  As-^essor,  serving  faitlifullv  in 
both  offices.  Mr.  Angier  is  a  Deacon  in  the 
Baptist  chmch,  both  lie  and  his  wife,  who 
was  a  wcjman  ol  sincere  religious  convictions, 
having  joined  that  cluirch  many  years  ago. 

In  1N42  Mr.  Angier  wedded  Miss  Mary 
Rockeleller,  a  tiaiighter  of  Samuel  Rockefel- 
ler, ot  Xunda  ;  and  their  union  was  made 
brighter  and  happier  bv  the  birth  of  five  chil- 
tlren  ;  namel)',  Althea,  Ivlla,  Ilattie,  Carrie, 
and  l-'rank.  Althea  married  buk^on  Kni'dit, 
of  Arcade,  Wyoming  County.  b.lla  is  the 
wife  of  Oscar  Chittenden,  of  Hatav  ia.  Hattie 
became  the  wife  <if  jo-^epli  iMalev,  of  deneseo. 
Carrie,  who  is  the  wife  of  b'rank  Carter,  lives 
on  the  paternal  liomestead.  I'rank  died  at  the 
age  ot  nine  )ears.  .Mrs.  Angier,  who  was  hekl 
in  high  esteem  as  a  woinaii  of  exemplai")'  char- 
acter, ])ossessing  in  an  eminent  degree  traits 
of  heart  and  mind  that  endeared  her  to  all  with 
whom  she  was  ludught  in  contact,  passed  to 
the  higher  life  in  the  >iutumn  of  1S92,  ha\ing 
reached  the  advaineil  age  of  sevent)'-th  ree 
years. 


RANK  b'lI'I.Dl'.K,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  at  Brighton,  luigland, 
in  Jul)',  iS]4.  When  a  lad  of  thirteen 
summers,  he  canu.'  to  the  Cnited  States  with 
his  father,  Charles  Lawrence  b'ielder,  and  the 
other  menibers  of  his  father's  family,  consist- 
ing at  that  time  of  Idiza  Ho(jker  I'-ielder,  his 
father's  wife  by  a  second  marriage,  his 
brothers,  Charles  Syilney  Fielder  and  Alfred 
Fielder,  then  agetl  resi)ectively  eighteen  and 
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ten  years,  and  his  sister,  Rowena  I'ielder, 
then  a  child  in  arms.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  I'rank  h'iclder  was  Richard  Fielder, 
of  Tentei'den,  Kent,  lingland,  owner  of  the 
noted  old  Woolpack  Inn,  of  that  borough, 
where  the  cnunty  assizes  were  long  held. 
His  |)atcrnal  grandinother  was  Catherine 
("age,  (if  Milgatc,  near  Maidstone,  ICngland. 
l'p(in  coining  to  this  countr}-,  the  family  first 
located  at  Isliji,  I-ong  Island,  afterward  re- 
moving to  ]'"ow1li  \'i  1  le,  Livingston  Count\', 
N.Y.  ' 

Ml-,  h'ielder's  first  experience  in  a  business 
life  which  has  jiroven  so  successful  was  as 
clerk  in  a  store  at  the  village  last  named. 
Subsecpientl)'  he  was  employed  in  a  respon- 
sible capacity  by  the  firm  of  II.  C.  lilodgett 
&  Co.,  at  Rochester,  N.Y.,  in  the  }'ears  1857, 
1858,  and  1859. 

Returning  to  Islip  in  the  latter  )'ear,  lie 
conducted  a  profitable  mercantile  business 
there  for  two  yeais  ujion  his  own  account.  In 
1862  he  came  with  his  family  to  Dansville, 
Livingston  Count}',  X.Y.,  where  he  has  since 
resided  and  still  resitles.  Prior  to  1887  Mr. 
Fielder  was  for  some  years  in  co-partnership 
with  his  brother,  C.  .S.  Fielder  (until  the  hit- 
ter's death),  and  thereafter  carried  on  a  large 
and  nourishing  retail  dry-goods  business  at 
Dansville.  U|)on  the  failure  of  the  ohl  b'irst 
National  Hank,  an  e\ent  perhaps  more  notable 
and  important  in  its  consequences  and  results 
than  any  other  in  the  history  of  the  place, 
preceded  as  it  had  been  by  the  downfall  of  the 
Dansville  Bank  shortly  before,  Dansville  was 
left  without  banking  facilities  of  any  sort; 
and  the  buhiness  interests  of  the  town  seemed 
to  be  menaced  by  prostration,  il  not  complete 
disaster.  The  establishment  of  a  new  bank 
on  secure  foundations,  owned  and  officered  by 
men  whose  names  would  at  once  ins[)ire  confi- 
dence, became  an  imperative  necessity. 

That  Frank  FTelder  should  be  looked  to  in 
that  emergency  and  tliat  he  should  respond  to 
the  rec|uirement  of  the  hour  was  natural,  al- 
most instinctive  in  \'iew  of  the  circumstances 
and  of  his  ijcculiar  fitness  for  the  duty  and 
responsibility,  that  called  for  prompt  ;ind  wise 
action,  personal  integrity,  and  undoubted 
financial    standing    antl    ability.     With  the 


hearty  co-operation  of  several  of  the  leading 
I  business  men  of  the  town,  Mr.   I'^ielder  suc- 
I  reeded  also  in  enlist  in-  wiliiable  aid  from  an- 
other town  in  the  C(nnit\- ;  and  tlie  result  was 
the  establishment    in    1887  of   the  Citizens' 
Bank  of  Dans\  ille,  organized  under  the  bank- 
ing la\s's  of  the  .State,  witli  a  capital  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars.     At  the  tirst  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  Mr.  I'ielder  was  selected 
I  as   Cashier,    which    [xisition   he   still  holds. 
\  l'"rom  its  inception  the  management  and  u[)- 
1  building  of  the  enterjirise,   uniler  a  state  of 
public  confidence  in  banking  operations  natu- 
I  rail)'   weakened   and   ilistrustful,    has  largely 
<le\'id\'ed  on   Mr.  h'ielder;  and  the  success  of 
the  bank  has  been  marked  to  a  tlegree  uniisual 
with  new  institutions  of  this  character,  and 
to-day  tlie  Citizens'  Bank  is  in  a  most  flour- 
ishing condition,  well  justif)'ing  its  name  in 
the  confidence   repose'd    in    its   security  and 
strength  of  management   [)y  the  entire  com- 
mun  it)'. 

l'~or  man)'  )'eais  [last  'Sli.  h'ielder  has  been 
promiiiently  identifieil  with  tlie  educational 
iiiterests  of  Dansville.  Before  the  establish- 
ment ol  the  unioii  free  scIk.ioI  iii  the  year 
1883,  he  was  a  Trustee  of  the  Dans\'ille  Senii- 
nary;  and  in  the  long  and  somewhat  bitter 
contest  whicbi  finalh'  culminatetl  in  the  adop- 
tion ol  the  tree  scho(d  system  in  the  village, 
an  account  of  which  would  afford  an  interest- 
ing chapter  in  Dansville's  history,  he  took  an 
active  and  leading  [jait.  Ever  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  s\'stem  he  has  lieeii  a  nieniber  of 
the  Boartl  of  lulucation,  ami  at  present  holds 
the  office  of  Tresident  of  the  Board.  In  1S74 
he  was  large!)'  instrumental  in  tlie  estalilish- 
ment  of  the  Livingston  Circulating  Library  at 
Dans\'ille,  iind  tor  a  number  of  )'ears  held  the 
position  of  I'resident  of  its  Hoai'd  of  Trustees. 
In  1894  he  with  other  citizens  succeeiled  in 
bringing  about  a  \'ery  desirable  change,  which 
made  a  ti'ce  library  of  what  was  before  a  pri- 
I  vate  institution.  During  the  )'ear  1804  -"^I'"- 
ITelder  was  the  President  of  the  Liv  ingston 
County  Historical  .Society,  an  organization 
which  includes  in  its  niembership  ver)'  many 
of  the  most  infiuentiai  residents  of  the  county. 
In  village  affairs  his  inlluence  has  always 
been  airayed  on  the  side  of  g(;od  goxernmeiit, 
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moral  and  niati-rial  improvement;  and, 
tlioui;h  ne\er  belon-in-  to  the  party  which 
has  so  hmi;-  dominated  tlie  [lolitics  of  the 
town  and  viUa^e,  he  has  twice  been  elected 
to  oltice  on  a  people's  ticket. 

In  cluirch  lelations  he  is  prominently  con- 
necteil  with  the  1 'reshx  lerian  Society,  and  has 
alwa\s  taken  an  active  inttiest  in  the  welfare 
ot  the  local  organization  as  well  as  in  the 
society  at  large. 

Mr.  h'ielder  has  been  tu  ice  married,  first  in 
i860  to  Ortha  O.  Jkaih,  who  ilied  in  May, 
1879,  leaving  three  children,  all  of  whom  are 
yet  living,  namely:  ()rtha  Jielle,  now  at  .Stan- 
ford I'niversit)',  (California;  Frank  Sydney, 
M.l).,  of  New  \'ork  City;  and  Josephine, 
now  .Mis.  lUnroughs  I'.dsall,  of  Colorado 
Springs,  Col.  His  second  marriage  was  in 
1886,  to  his  pi-esent  wife,  Mrs.  Adelaitle 
Swift  Cari)enter,  of  l'~almouth,  Mass.  In  con- 
cluding this  sketch  it  need  only  be  said  that 
.Mr.  l^delder  is  a  man  of  cidture,  refinement, 
ami  abilit)  lioth  natural  and  acquired;  that 
his  man)'  sterling  ami  amiable  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart  aie  best  undeistood  and  appre- 
ciated by  those  who  know  him  best;  genial, 
courteous,  and  oL)liging  to  all,  in  nature  as 
well  as  in  demeanor  he  is  agreeabl)'  modest, 
gentle,   and  unobtrirsive. 


1p)TAk\'l':\'  ARNOLD,  of  Arcade,  whose 
1^-1  death  on  tiu/  J  jtl  of  August,  1 892, 
I  caused  su(,  h  unixeisal  and  profound 
— '  legret  throughout  the  town  and 
counl\-,  was  born  on  his  father's  farm  on  the 
banks  of  the  Callaiaugir-.  ki\er,  in  1826.  Mis 
parents,  (lideon  and  I.a\ina  (Williams)  Ar- 
nold, were  of  good  old  \'ankee  blood,  and 
came  from  Connecticut  to  the  western,  wilds 
of  Xew  \'ork  to  make  a  new  home  for  them- 
sel\e>  ami  children.  The  family  consisted  of 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  ot  whom  Mrs. 
(leorge  Williams,  of  \'orkshire,  and  Mr. 
Chailcs  .XiiitiKI,  <if  Xickerson,  Kan.,  aie  the 
sur\  i\  ing  mend)i,as. 

The  \  illage  of  .Arcade  was  a  sort  of  educa- 
tional centre  in  tlie  eail\'  da)'s,  and  at  its  sem- 
inary llarvev  Arnold  received  his  eilucaticjn. 
-After  lea\'ing  school  he  embarked  in  a  mercan- 


tile enterprise,  conducting  a  country  store  f(jr 
several    )ears.     lie  then   devoted   himself  tu 
farming,   in    which    he   was   activel)'  engaged 
until  he  moved  into  the  \  illage  a  )'eai'  piev  ions 
to  his  death.      His  judgment,  experience,  and 
intlustrv made  him  a  Ivpical  .\ew  \'urk  larmer, 
j  and  litled  him  to  lill  the  orticcs  he  held   in  the 
I  I'^armers'  Alliance  ortlei",   in  v\hi(.li  he  was  fo|- 
i  so  lonu  a  (list  inuuished  figure.      He   was  not 

I  n  ,-.  ^ 

j  only  the   first    I'lesident   of    the  .\rcade  i\lli- 

I  ance,  and  twice  re-elected  to  the  I'residenc)'  of 
the   Count V  .\lliance,   but   had   the   honor  of 

I  being  the  first  .State  Tresitlent  of  the  order,  to 
which  office  he  might  have  been  re-electetl  had 
he  not  ai)s(dutel)-  declined  it,  as  he  did  x'ariou.-^ 
other  distinctions  which  were  tendered  him. 
Mr.  Arnold  vva>,  Iroin  its  organization  thirt)' 
}ears  ago  until  his  resignation  in  1891,  a 
member  ol  the  Hoard  ot  Education,  and  amouir 
other  positions  of  trust  helil  that  of  President 
of   the  local   .Sa\ings   and    Loan  Association, 

;  and  was  f'rustee  of  the  Congregat i(jnal  church. 

I  In  earl)'  life  .Mr.   Arnold  was  a  Whig,  after- 

i  wartl  becoming  a  Republican,  but  for  some 
years  past  had  been  entirely  independent,  vot- 
ing for  such  candidates  and  such  principles  as 
appealetl  to  hi^  l)etter  judgment.  In  1891  he 
received  the  Democratic  nomination  of  Senator 
of  the  district;  and,  though  throughout  the  en- 
tire campaign  he  scorned  to  spend  a  pennv  in 
])olitical  traffic,  and  tlid  not  solicit  a  single 
vote,  his  nominal  defeat  was  only  caused  b)' 
the  fraudulent  man i i)ulations  of  the  opposition. 
During  the  peri(nl  of  his  caiulidac)'  he  \'isited 
\arious  parts  of  the  ilistrict  autl  addressed  the 
people,  making  new  and  warm  friends  wher- 
e\'ei'  he  went.  flie  people  of  .\rcade  feel  that 
in  the  death  of  .Mr.  Harvey  .Xriiold  the  village, 
couiit)',  and  .State  have  lost  a  citizen  who.-,e 
place  cannot  be  filled,  and  that  societv  has  lost 
a  woi'thv  e.xaniple  and  a  noble  iiiHuence. 

On  October  19,  1834,  Mr.  .Arnold  was  mar- 
ried to  .Susan  Maria  .Stearns,  who  was  born  in 
Cambi'idge,  \'t.,  .Ma)'  18,  1827,  onlv  daughter 

I  of  I'hineas  \i.  and  .Miriam  (.Armstrong') 
Stearns.  Her  parents  were  of  Xew  I'jiglaiid 
ancestr)',  and  niovecl  to  Xew  \'ork  iii  18^7. 
Lhe)'  hat!  three  sons.  Two  tlaughters  com- 
pleted the  household  circle  of  .Mr.  and  AIl■.^. 
Arnoltl,    vvho>e   union   of    nearlv  thirtv-eii'lu 
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years  was  in  man)'  ways  an  ideally  happy  one. 
Now  two  ha\e  departed,  and  with  tliem  Ikjw 
nnieh  of  li^'ht  and  jox' !  and  two  are  left  in  the 
home  to  eheer  .and  conilort  eaeh  otlier,  ami 
still  bra\el\'  hear  their  part  in  the  world  ol 
work  —  the  mother  and  her  younger  ehild, 
Miss  Mary  Arnold,  hoi'n  May  <S,  1.S57,  who 
has  much  artistic  talent,  and  devotes  herself  to 
painting. 

The  other  (.lauuhter,    h^lla    Miriam  Arnold, 


1N55,    was  e 


ndow 


,'e(l 


with 


born  Maich  1  _ 
unusual  intellectual  powers,  as  well  as  the 
woman  1)'  graces  which  made  her  the  centre  of 
attraction  in  e\er)'  circle  in  which  sh<'  moved; 
antl  /\rcade  was  justly  proud  of  the  distin- 
guished scholar  and  teacher  whose  early  edu- 
cation was  actpiired  at  its  academy.  Miss 
Arnold  was  graduated  from  Vassar  in  1879,  in 
the  full  classical  course,  receiving  second 
honors,  and  ileli\ering  the  Latin  salutatory  of 
her  class.  Being  ])eculiarly  fitted  by  her  gifts, 
qualifications,  and  disposition  for  her  chosen 
vocation,  she  was  thoroughly  successful.  I  ler 
first  wovk  in  her  profession  was  in  the  \\'}d- 
niannock  Ladies'  .Seminary  at  New  Lebanon, 
N.^^,  where  she  was  teacher  of  (ireek  anil 
•Latin;  and  while  hei'e  she  received  the  first 
warning  of  the  malad)'  which  was  to  terminate 
her  life  ami  cut  short  a  work  of  usefulness  and 
beaut\-.  In  i(S84,  at  Ingham  L'ni\'ersit)', 
LeRo\',  she  was  gixen  the  chair  of  Cireek  and 
Latin,  which  she  held  until  August,  iHgi, 
during  which  \ear  she  was  the  principal  of  that 
institution.  Again  the  indom  itable  w  i  11  force 
which  had  gi\'en  her  the  mastery  over  her  phys- 
ical being  was  warned  that  the  disease  which 
had  taken  full  hold  of  her  vitality  was  making 
dee]3  inroads ;  but,  though  she  consulted  Dr. 
Walker,  the  eminent  si^ecialist  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  pronounced  her  case  aneurism  of 
the  heart,  she  denied  the  demands  of  health, 
and  continued  her  work.  \'ielding  at  last  to 
the  entreaties  ot  friends  and  the  counsel  of 
]ih\'sicians,  she  returned  home  for  a  year  of 
rest  and  that  happ\'  family  communion  which 
death  was  so  soon  to  end.  After  her  father's 
tleath  she  sought  to  solace  her  grief  in  re- 
newed devotion  to  her  profession,  and  accord- 
ingl)'  accepted  the  jiosition  of  instructor  of 
classics  in  the  Ladies'  Seminary  at  Jackson- 


\'ille,  III.  In  a  few  sliort  weeks,  but  not  be- 
fore her  infiuence  hati  made  itself  felt,  >he  was 
prosti'ated  b\'  an  attack  ol  illness  wliich  neces- 
sitated her  return  home  at  once.  Ai,com- 
panied  by  a  woman  |)h)-siciaii,  her  faithful 
friend.  Dr.  Halantine,  she  was  biought  to  Ar- 
cade, appaiently  needing  onl\  rest  to  i"estore 
her  to  health.  She  hei'self  was  liopeful,  and 
onl\' a  lew  hours  befoie  her  death  was  ])lanning 
a  \'isit  to  a  classmate  at  W'el  1  s\  i  I le,  X.  A 
sudtlen  siiasm  at  eight  o'clock  on  |-"rida\'  night, 
l-'ebruary  -4,  i^^)^,  ended  the  earth  I  \  life  of 
one  who  seemetl  peculiarl)'  fitted  to  live, 
(lulema  of  the  lungs  was  the  cause.  ..At  the 
Congregational  church  the  funeial  ser\'ices 
weie  conducted  by  the  Ke\-.  Dr.  Totheroh,  of 
Chicago,  untler  whose  ministration  she  had 
become  coiuiected  with  the  church,  antl  by  her 
l)astoi-,   the  Lew    AI.    M.    Hughes,  of  Arcade. 

Numercnis  floral  offerings  were  the  swLct, 
silent  testimonies  to  the  genei'al  giief;  and 
there  were  man\-  letteis  of  s\'mpathy  to  the 
ljei"ea\'ed  mothei"  and  sister  trom  (.li^tant 
friends,  among  them  one  fi'om  the  Re\'.  Di'. 
Rullard,  who  wiote  :  ".She  completely  won  the 
confidence,  esteem,  anti  aitectionate  regai'd  of 
our  pujiils  and  all  with  whom  she  was  asso- 
ciated. It  is,  imleed,  a  nn'sterious  l'ro\  idence 
that  remo\'es  one  so  eminenth'  cpialihed  for 
usefulness  in  the  home,  the  school,  and  soci- 
ety. W'e  wci'e  loath  to  part  with  hei- ;  and, 
while  niouining  their  loss,  her  friends  ma\- 
well  reioice  in  the  gift  of  so  beautiful  a  life. 
Though  it  seemeil  short,  it  still  seemed  coin- 
I'llete.  She  has  lelt  with  us  a  memois'  that 
will  not  soon  be  lost. 


^'^VTyRs.    LLizAHi:rii    a.  hrad- 

-\=f     HCRV,     formerly     hdizabeth  A. 

Mills,  now  a  l  esideiit  ot  Mount 
Morris,  .\.\'.,  is  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  (.\caher)  Mills,  and  was 
born  in  Saratoga  Count)-,  New  \'oik.  .She 
recei\'ed  her  education  at  a  select  school  in 
I'ittsfiehl,  Mass.,  and  at  Utica  Seminar\-. 
Her  first  marriage  took  place  when  she  was 
twenty  }'ears  of  age,  she  becoming  the  wife  of 
Lucius  l'\  Tiffau).  Mi".  Tiffau}-  was  a  nati\e 
of  Vermont,  but  in  his  childhood  was  brought 
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1)}'  liis  parents  to  l''.ric  Cdunt)',  New  York, 
where  he  attained  niatinit\'.  lie  received  a 
l)U.sine.ss  etUiealion,  and,  on  leaehin;^'  years  of 
discietion,  en<^aL;ed  in  the  brokerage  Inisiness 
foi'  a  time,  shoitlw  however,  entering;  into 
a  banking  enterpi  ise,  wliieh  lie  carried  on  snc- 
cesstnll)'  niitil  his  death,  which  occurred  five 
\'ears  after  his  mairiage. 

Two  )ears  latei"  Mis.  Tiffaii)'  was  united  in 
nuiiriage  with  ('aptaiii  (ieoi'ge  11.  Bradbury,  a 
nati\e  of  Hu.\ton,  Yuvk  L'ount\',  Me.  The  an- 
cestr)'  of  the  JiracHiur)'  faini]\  is  a  notable  one, 
and  nia\'  be  traced  back  in  l{nghuid  to  the  yeai 
800,  when  .',ome  nienibei^  of  it  were  pr(jprie- 
tors  of  the  Wicken  J5onant  estate,  which  is 
]t)CLited  forty  miles  from  I.onilon,  in  the  county 
of  I'lsse.v.  riie  hist  English  ancestor  who  came 
to  .\nierica  and  remained  among  the  early 
colonists  was  Sir  I  hoinas  l^radbury.  He  chose 
for  his  location  the  town  of  .Salem,  Mass.,  a 
town  afterward  celebrated  for  the  man)'  start- 
ling" exents  which  were  enacted  there  during 
the  earh'  da}s  of  the  commonwealth.  Ac- 
counts ot  these  m.i\  be  found  in  the  works  of 
one  of  the  eminent  writcis  of  recent  times, 
Nathaniel  llawthorne,  who  lor  some  \ears  was 
connectetl  with  the  custom-house  in  Salem, 
and  had  his  residence  there. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  (ieorge  H.  Bradbury 
commenced  the  career  of  a  sailor.  His  natural 
inclination  lieing  for  the  sea,  he  st)on  became 
an  adept  in  the  service;  and,  having  a  bright 
aiul  keen  comprehension  ot  his  duties,  and 
being  faithful  in  the  performance  of  them,  he 
wa.s  stcadil\'  promoted  from  one  grade  to  an- 
other, until  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  was 
|)Ut  in  command  ol  a  \essel  .-^ailing  in  the  Mast 
India  ( )riental  service.  Captain  Bradbury  fol- 
lowed the  sea  lor  a  number  of  \'ears,  and  then, 
hax  iiig  a  longing  to  once  more  visit  the  woods 
and  streams  of  his  earlv  home,  gax'c  n])  his 
na\al  liti'.  He  spent  some  time  in  \ew  \'ork 
State,  hist  in  A\du,  and  later  in  the  city  ot 
lUittalo,  and  while  there  was  appointed  super- 
intendent of  the  Corning  i!v  Buffalo  Division 
ol  the  laic  Railroad,  continuing  in  this  posi- 
tion until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  \Var, 
when  he  resigned,  in  order  to  enter  the  naval 
ser\  ice  of  the  L'nited  States. 

As  master  ui  the  steamship  "Susquehanna,  ' 


Captain  J^radbury  was  tnclered  to  the  port  of 
Charleston,  .S.  C,  to  sink  \  essels  in  the  mouth 
ol  the  haibor,  tor  the  purpose  ot  obstrncting 
blockade  runners.  Alter  fullilling  his  onlers 
there,  he  went  to  Th i kuielph ia,  where  he  wa.s 
commended  for  his  ser\'ices,  and  then  ordeictl 
to  the  flagship  (jI  Admiral  I'airagul,  and  had 
the  honor  of  managing  that  \'essel  in  connec- 
tion with  that  noted  commaniler  during  the 
laborious  ami  herce  battle  of  Port  Royal. 
After  its  capture  Captain  l^ratlbur)'  was  piro- 
nicjtetl  to  the  regular  serv  ice,  and  went  to  New 
\'ork  t(i  take  charge  of  a  g(jveriiinent  gunboat 
then  l)ing  in  the  harbor.  l)efore  assuming 
commcuul,  h(jwe\er,  he  was  tentlered  a  position 
of  greater  inijjortance  with  the  Pacific  Mail 
Steamshi|)  Compan)',  and  after  a  brief  delib- 
eration conchuled  to  accejit  the  latter  offer, 
aiul  accord iiigh"  entered  upon  the  enterprising 
work  laid  out  In'  the  steamship  compan)',  being 
detailed  to  take  a  large  steamer  through  the 
Strait  of  Magellan. 

These  waters,  just  west  of  the  b^alkland 
Islaiuls,  are  a  tortuous  [jassage  from  the  At- 
lantic Ocean  on  the  east  to  the  Pacific  on  the 
west,  making  the  .strait  which  divides  the 
islaiul  of  'I'ierra  del  I'uego  from  the  southern 
extremit)'  of  Patagonia,  South  America.  'I'lie 
strait  leads,  before  reaching  the  o])en  Pacific, 
through  the  mazes  of  an  archiijclago.  It  was  a 
ver)-  hazarilous  enteri)rise;  and  Captain  Brad- 
bui")-  concluded  to  try  an  inner  passage,  which, 
howcN'er,  provetl  to  be  narrower  still,  and  one 
inv(jlving  great  risk  to  vessels  —  a  passage 
which  had  hitheito  been  attempted  only  bv 
small  sea-craft.  A  more  desolate  ami  awe- 
inspiring  locality  than  Cape  Horn  cannot  else- 
where, perhaps,  tiiid  a  parallel  in  the  known 
watery  universe.  Masses  ol  rock,  simulating" 
islands,  spread  cIoslIv  along  the  shore,  one  of 
which  is  called  Hesolatioii  Island;  these  form 
reels,  on  which  the  angrv  wateis  clash  with 
deatening,  tumultuous  roar.  1  lie  two  oceans, 
struggling  to  meet  in  deadlv  combat,  make  a 
great,  heaving  stretch  of  wind-lashed,  mad- 
dened deeps  of  waters  —  a  place  where  man 
must  acknowledge  his  powerlessness  to  control 
the  mighty  forces  v\hi(,h  are  the  e.xjjiession  of 
the  Intinite. 

B)'  anchoring  at  night  and  proceeding  with 
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<;rcal  caution  da)',  Captain  Bradbury  made  a 
successful  trip,  and  on  the  next  voyage  founil  a 
vessel  cliarteied  1)\'  the  !j,'()\ernnient  waiting  to 
follow  hi^own  ship,  and  obtain,  it  ])ossible,  a 
eleai'  understanding  of  the  route.  Such  suc- 
cess was  the  result  of  h\>  bold  \enture  tliat  lie 
was  soon  aftei"  ein]>owered  by  the  govei  ument 
to  furnish  a  coi'iect  .standard  of  maps,  tdiarts, 
ami  such  nautical  diiections  as  could  hereafter 
be  apidied  b)'  an)'  sailing-craft  which  might 
desire  to  make  use  of  them.  To  have  been 
able  to  i)ro\  ide  a  conduit  for  ships  and  naviga- 
tors in  this  track  through  the  Strait  of  r^lagel- 
lan  to  the  South  I'acihc  makes  the  discoverer 
famous  in  the  annals  of  modern  history,  and 
such  an  achie\ement  should  be  perpetuated  in 
Captain  Hratlbury's  honor  in  the  archixes  of 
his  countr)'.  'I'he  man  who  discovers  a  tlia- 
mond  field  or  a  gold  mine  becomes  renownetl. 
Much  more  eminent  should  he  be  deemed  who 
has  penetrated  the  secrets  of  the  untrodden  and 
perilous  seas  foi'  the  safety  of  the  traveller,  as 
well  as  in  the  interests  of  maritime  commerce; 
for  this  is  the  result  of  a  l<jng  and  jjatieiit 
stud)'  of  the  science  of  navigation  and  the 
endowment  ot  a  tearless,  courageous  ,s])irit. 
Such  eminence,  it  is  safe  to  declare,  belongs 
to  Captain  (ieorge  II.  l^iadbury. 

Soon  after  this  exploit  he  took  command  of 
the  "Colorado,"  which  was  tlie  first  American 
vessel  to  enlist  in  trade  with  Japan.  It  was 
an  e\'ent  of  no  little  interest  to  bcith  countries, 
part icularh'  as  one  belonged  to  an  empire 
hitherto  barred  to  atUancement  by  prejudice 
and  the  restrictions  of  centuries.  The  com- 
mander of  the  steamship  which  should  first 
cai  r)'  the  ensign  of  the  American  Hag  had  to 
be  chosen  with  great  delicacy  and  discrimina- 
tion. The  choice  fell  ui:)on  Captain  l^radbury  ; 
and,  as  the  conmiander  (jf  the  "Colorado,"  he 
sailed  away  to  the  Orient,  and  had  the  honor 
o{  being  Plenipotentiary,  representing  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  American  republic  to 
the  refined  and  intelligent  Japanese  people. 

This  notable  e\ent  in  an  already  notable 
career  was  followed  by  an  election  to  the 
I'resiilency  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamshii)  Com- 
pany ;  but  in  less  than  a  )  ear  he  resigned,  and 
was  elected  President  of  the  Occidental  and 
Oriental  Steamship  Company,  of  which  Mrs. 


lU'adbury  was  the  originatoi-.  lie  then  went 
to  Li\erpool  and,  aftei'  a  jieriod  ot  two 
months,  to  London,  making  a  stay  in  that  cit)' 
of  six  months,  in  the  interests  ot  the  compau)', 
dui  ing  this  period  chartering  three  steamers  ot 
the  White  .Star  line.  II  is  connection  w  ith  the 
compan\'  coiilinueil  thiee  )'eai"s,  while  he 
w'oikcd  in  its  liehalt,  and  succeeded  in  putting 
it  on  a  substantial  mone)'ed  basis.  On  ac- 
count of  ill  health  he  was  obliged  to  resign 
the  cares  coiuiected  with  the  position,  liow- 
e\'er,  and,  althongli  he  carried  on  a  cpiiet  bro- 
keiage  business  in  New  \'oi"k  for  two  \ears, 
was  obliged  to  gi\'e  up  the  sterner  acti\ities 
of  life.  .After  a  \isit  to  his  iuiti\e  State  he 
journes'etl  to  .Southern  California,  and  in  that 
sunny  clime  passed  froiu  earlhl)'  scenes  in  the 
year  i  S92. 

Since  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  l^rad- 
bury  has  made  her  home  at  Mount  Morris  the 
greater  porticjn  of  the  time.  .She  has  had  ad- 
x'antages  which  do  not  fall  to  the  common  lot, 
ha\'ing  accompanied  her  husband  on  most  ot 
his  sea  tra\els.  She  has  twice  been  around 
the  world,  has  crossed  the  Atlantic  a  numbei' 
of  times,  and  has  visited  the  principal  coun- 
ti'ies  (it  the  woi  ld.  (  )n  one  notable  occasion, 
when  at  Kio  Janeiro,  Hia/il,  she  and  her  hu.>- 
i)and  had  the  honor  of  being  the  guests  at  a 
luncheon  gixen  by  tliat  \er\'  interesting  per- 
scjiiage  whom  Aiuerica  not  many  )ears  since 
delighted  to  honor,  and  whose  untimeh'  ileath 
the  American  people  joined  in  lamenting  — 
the  most  excellent  Dom  Pedro,  late  I'jnperor 
of  Pra/.il. 

It  was  a  pi'i\  ilege  such  as  iloes  not  fall  to 
the  lot  of  man)'  women  to  share  in  so  man\' 
of  he  husband's  honorable  enterprises  and 
achie\ ements  ;  but  it  must  also  be  reiuenibered 
that  Mrs.  1-iratlbury  had  to  undergo  the  mani- 
folil  hardshijis  and  dangers  which  characterized 
so  many  of  his  undertakings  —  the  perils  by 
storm  and  wa\e,  the  restrictions  incident  to 
sea  lite,  the  separation  from  kindred,  trieiuU, 
and  the  \'aried  attractions  which  belong  to  a 
lite  on  land.  These  should  nut  be  oxerlooked. 
As  the  cheerful  companion  of  her  husband  on 
his  numei'ous  vo)'ages  and  the  sharer  of  all  his 
perplexities  and  anxieties,  Mrs.  Hradbur)  de- 
serves a  portion  of  her  husband's  glory,  and 


7' 


ii  .1 


7  •: 


-I'll! 

....  ..,1  I 


(   '  '  ,,  ;l.lri.  oi  li-'fi:  ttr,  •■    'n'>;;t,'l  ' 


If.,;  ,  .  I  ■  ,  1  .  U  I 


_;'.i-i-C        ■     fi-  /  (!'.■  .'l  I,  j- 

/         ■■iJi        ■ ;  -:if'j  lit  y-i.tt 
\:    .-il' ■iric'l 
;•  ■  .       ',  ..•  y;  -i;;'.! 

.;•  ^   ..   it:  i':' . /i  i.'ficn, 

jns  I  -I  -:i  t'I'jv) 
;.  J I        ;   ,  •      m;j  'mi 


.;  !r.7  -^Li:';.;  ;i  i  <.■.'■[.;■.>  .i '  .■ 
:  .i   ■  •    m;    7!  ;fil:r.M  !  j.i;-; 


■■■  jt'.:>ii  •iii'-    .    v:-  :! 

.j';-  !;,!:,!  i'.tfir  .•Jf!>ii(.>  'nii  .^1  ■/•  //r 

c;;,«;n-f  !-uV.>ri  ./!(■-'■.    .  .1?    to   :•. .'.   .•f'>i.-i.*    li  i  .•••LiTJ 

.-l-./nlr..  I.':,  rii    li*  y/-'. •  •Ji'fr-'i'  rr  i 


'ir,  Atf  .'ill 


••ii: /;.:7  <;icO'!-.ifr{lJ!.  is.n  onj. 


fli;   l.-.'.'f  .I)'    ;   '    ...-l!    io  ;r!-..!>i;v.>i'I  !r 


7 


BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


the  rcsi)cct  whicli  i.'^  clue  to  one  who  by  her 

piesence   assist ihI  hei'  luishaiul  to  accomplish 

the  except  ionall  \'  ha/aidtms  iiiulertak  i  n^s  of 
his  career. 


Yf^IClIARl)   \V.    Kl'lNNl'IDY,  of  Dans- 
I  "^^^     \  ille,  who   is  a  well-known  and  very 
success! ul  nurser\  inan,  doing  a  large 
and   lucrati\e  business,   is  a  nati\'e 
of  Ii-eland,  ami  was  born  Jul)'  25,  1858.  Both 
his  father  Thomas  and  his  grandfather  Wi lliam 
were  also  nati\es   ot    tlie    I'Jiiei'ald    Isle,  and 
were  farmers.     William   Kennedy  left  his  na- 
ti\e  lantl,   and,  crossing  the  ocean,  settled  in 
Canada.     lie   purchased   a    farm,  and  resided 
there  the  rest   of   his  life.     lie  reared  three 
scjns  anil  fi\e  daughters,        whom  two  .sons  and 
four  daughters  are  still  living. 

Thomas  Kennedy,  the  father  of  Richard  W. , 
recei\'etl  a  fair  education,  anil  was  reared  to 
agiicultural  pur.^uits.  After  his  marriage, 
which  was  solemn i/,ed  when  he  was  about 
thirt_\  -three  )ears  old,,  he  came  to  America,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife  and  three  children. 
1  hey  landed  at  Xew  \'()rk,  and  thence  pro- 
ceetled  directly  to  JJans\ille,  where  he  com- 
menced work  in  the  nurser)'  business  for  ().  11 
Ma.xwell,  continuing  with  him  several  years. 
1  le  then  entered  the  emiilo\-  of  Sweet  &  Morey, 
in  the  same  luisiness,  remaining  with  them  a 
considerable  length  of  time.  In  1876  he 
began  business  for  himself  on  a  very  small 
scale  ])}•  planting  two  acres  of  trees  upon 
-round  situated  at  the  foot  of  Van  Canthor 
Street.  lie  succeedetl  in  this  \enture,  and 
added  to  his  original  jdant,  later  taking  in  his 
sons  as  pai  tners.  II  is  business  increased 
ra[)idl)-,  and  he  attained  a  well-earned  compe- 
tence. .At  the  time  of  his  decease,  March  27, 
1894,  the  hrm,  which  was  known  as  'Hiomas 
Kennedy  &  Sons,  hail  under  cultivation  from 
sixty  to  sevent}'  acres  of  trees.  Mr.  Kennedy 
was  a  ])rominent  member  of  the  ICpiscojial 
cluiich,  and  a  Republican  in  politics.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Ann  Moore. 
She  is  a  nati\e  of  Ireland,  and  a  daughter  of 
Richard  Moore,  a  farmer  and  collector  of  rents. 
She  has  reared  four  children -— Richard  W. , 
James  M.,  Mary  J.,  and  Kliza  A.     She  is  still 


living,  and  occu])ies  a  beautiful  residence  on 
the  main  street  of  I)ans\  ille,  one  of  her  daugh- 
teis  making  hei'  home  with  her.  'i"he\'  are 
members  of  the  J'lpiscopal  church. 

Richaicl  W.  Kenned)'  was  but  four  )eais  old 
when  his  parents  came  to  .America.  lie  re- 
cei\'ed  his  education  in  the  district  schools  and 
at  Dansx  ille  Seminar)-,  and  assisted  his  father 
in  the  nurser\-  until  1880,  when  he  became  a 
l)artner.  11  is  brother  entered  the  tirni  in 
1882,  and  they  are  now  carr)  ing  on  the  largest 
and  most  extensi\'e  nursery  business  in  this 
part  of  the  State.  Their  specialt)'  is  fruit- 
trees;  and  the  business  which  the  father 
started  uiion  two  acres  now  embraces  trom 
sixt)'  to  se\'ent)'  acres,  with  an  average  ci'o])  of 
three  hundred  thousand  trees  jjer  annum,  which 
is  certainly  a  most  gratifying  lesidt  for  such  a 
smal  1  commencement. 

On  the  31st  of  August,  1892,  Mr.  Kennedy 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mar)'  A. 
Moore,  a  daughter  of  John  Moore,  of  Ma\\  ille, 
Chautauqua  Count\',  an  extensi\  e  graj^e  grower. 
Mrs.  Kenned)'  is  one  ot  sexen  children.  She 
is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Richai'd  W. ,  ]v. 
Mr.  Kennedy  is  a  member  of  Maccabee  Lodge, 
and  of  the  I'rotectus  l''ire  Company.  lie  was 
foieman  of  this  compan)'  three  years,  and  has 
also  been  Assistant  Chief  l^ngineer  of  the 
entire  department.  Although  a  Republican  in 
pcditics,  he  has  served  as  \'illage  Trustee, 
which  plainl)'  shows  the  high  degree  of  confi- 
dence bestowed  upon  him  by  all,  as  the  village 
is  Democratic.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  .St.  I'etei  's  Church,  of  which  he  is 
a  N'estrN'inan  and  also  Clerk. 

Ml.  Keimeih'  is  one  of  the  most  bighl)'  re- 
spected )'oi'ng  men  in  lhins\ille,  and  a  busi- 
ness man  ol  wide  reputation.  lie  is  an  honor 
to  his  ancestois  and  the  communil)'  in  which 
he  li\'es. 


fat  hi 


URLKV  SMITM,  a  well-known  busi- 
ness man  of  the  village  of  Attica, 
was  born  in  Manchester, 
Mass.,    Decembei-    29,     1843.  His 

.Augustus  W.   .Smith,  was  a  native  of 


the  same  town,  born  April  6,  1806;  and  his 
grandfather,  Major  Barley  Smith,  was  burn  at 
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'J'aniwortli,  X.Il.,  about  the  year  1782,  of 
Scotch  and  Irish  descent.  Me  was  a  man  ot 
wealth,  and  asiile  I  roni  liis  larniin^'  interests 
was  e\teirsi\ cl\'  en^ai;etl  in  hsheries,  owninj;' 
sex'eral  \esseis  wliich  were  eniphjyed  in  tliat 
indnstr)'.  lie  was  an  officer  in  the  War  of 
1.S12.  rhe  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary 
Proctor;  and  the)  reared  two  s(;ns  and  two 
daugliteis,  all  of  whom  became  heads  of  fam- 
ilies except  one  tlauL;hler,  and  lived  to  an  ad- 
\'aiiced  aj^'c.  Majoi"  Smith  died  in  1N57,  at 
the  ai;"e  of  se\ ent)-h\e  years. 

Anj^ustLis  W.  Smith  followed  the  .sea  in  his 
)iinn^ei"  da}s,  and  latei"  became  a  land  owner 
and  lumber  dealer  in  Manchester.  In  1849 
he  freii;hted  a  schooner  with  materials  sawed 
and  fitted  foi"  the  erection  of  small  houses,  in 
which  he  made  a  \(iyaL;'e  t(j  Califcjrnia,  ij;oin<^ 
around  Cape  lloin.  Captain  .Smith  arrived  in 
San  h'rancisco  with  his  cargo;  but  the  venture 
proved  unprofitable,  and  he  opened  a  hotel  in 
that  cit)',  which  he  conducted  until  it  was  de- 
.stro\'ed  in  the  great  hre  of  1851,  and  he  then 
WHjrked  at  mining  for  a  year,  and  in  1853  re- 
turned luist.  lie  tlieil  in  Manchester,  Mass., 
January  f>,  1881,  leax'ing  a  widow,  two  sons, 
and  three  daughters,  of  whom  l^urle)',  named 
for  his  giandfather,  is  the  yoimgest.  The 
others  are  as  follows:  Mary  P.  Ste\ens,  of  At- 
tica; llariict,  wife  of  l)a\id  P.  Kimball,  an 
attorney  at  .Salem,  Mass.  ;  l.ydia  Lee  .Smith, 
of  Manchestei',  Mass.;  anil  Augustus  A.,  ot 
Attica. 

Cajjtain  Augustus  W.  Smith's  landed  estate 
at  Manchester- b\'-the-Sea  increasetl  in  \alue 
imtil  it  maile  him  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in 
his  localit}'.  It  mav  be  truthfully  said  of  him 
that  he  was  both  moiall)' anil  physical])'  strong, 
being  a  man  ot  large  stature  and  of  unimpeach- 
able character  and  positi\e  convictions.  lie 
was  of  the  Orthodo.x  Congregational  faith,  and 
freely  gave  a  good  share  of  his  worldh'  goods 
to  the  pool'  ami  needy.  lie  ne\'er  aspired  to 
prominence  in  public  affairs,  but  served  as  one 
of  the  .Selectmen  of  Manchester.  His  death, 
lollowing  a  long,  painful  illness,  was  a  wel- 
come release;  and  his  entire  family,  though 
scattered,  were  all  able  to  be  present  at  his 
last  moments.  Me  and  his  wife  lived  over 
hft)'  )ears  in  wedlock,  and  her  parents  fifty- 


sex'en  \'ears,  while  her  giandpai  eiits  lived  fifty- 
six  yeai's  as  man  and  wile,  which  is  indeed  a 
raie  recortl  tor  three  gemrat ions. 

ikude)-  .Smith,  after  attending  the  public 
school  in  Manchester,  lemained  at  home  until 
twent>'-two  years  ot  age,  and  then  went  to  Can- 
ada, whei'c  he  engaged  in  the  oil  Inisiness.  In 
the  spring  ot  1866  he  and  his  brothei'  Augustus 
assumed  chaige  of  the  New  \'ork  Central 
Ireight  office  in  Attica,  also  becoming  express 
agents,  and  doing  a  huge  business  in  loi  wanb 
ing  produce  to  New  \'ork  Cit\'.  In  1869  Mi". 
-Smith  became  engaged  in  railroad  contracting 
in  the  West,  retuiiiing  to  .Attica  three  years 
later. 

()n  Januar\'  4,  1870,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Marv  Caroline  Shepard,  daughter  of 
the  Hon.  James  G.  and  Mary  (Cogswell)  .Shep- 
ard, her  mother  being  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Mar)'  .A.  (lJudley)  Cogswell,  earh'  settlers 
at  Pittsford,  ,  and  her  grandfathei'  hax  ing 

been  an  officer  in  the  War  ot  181  J.  James  G. 
Shepard  was  born  in  New  London,  X.M.,  in 
1816,  son  ot  Lbenezer  .Shepaid,  a  native  m1  the 
sanie  ])lace,  who  followed  agricultural  puisuits 
and  died  in  an  adjoining  town,  about  the  \'ear 
1849.  James  C.  .Shepaid's  motlii'i',  whose 
maiden  name  was  Sarah  Huri)ee,  bore  eleven 
children,  two  daughters  and  nine  sons,  all  of 
whom  are  dead  except  James  Ci.  .md  his 
brother,  (ieorge  Shepard,  ot  i'ranklin,  N.ll. 
In  1868  Mi".  .Shepard  was  a  Piesident ial  elec- 
toi.  Atlei"  marrhige  in  1844,  Mr,  James  (i. 
Shepaid  aiul  wite  went  to  Nashx'ille,  Teiui., 
where  Mr.  .Shepard  becanie  pi'oprietor  and 
eilitor  of  the  Xashville  L'nuni;  and  in  that 
city  their  one  daughter  was  born  in  the  )ear 
1 84-.  In  1850  Ml'.  .Sliep.ird  went  to  C'ali- 
lornia,  and  engaged  in  mining  for  about  two 
years,  after  which  he  retuiiied  l'~ast,  a.s  he  went 
West,  by  way  of  the  Isthmus.  Me  then  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  twentv-hve 
acies  in  the  town  of  Alexander,  upon  which  he 
resided  tor  thirt\'-hve  \eais.  Me  now  lives  at 
the  lion"ie  ot  his  daughter,  Mrs.  .Smith,  in  At- 
tica. Mr.  -Shepard  has  been  a  lite-long  l)emo- 
crat,  a  strong  factor  in  the  paitv,  and  a 
political  power  through  his  pen  and  his 
sjieeches  upon  the  stump,  though  a  ilefe.ited 
candidate  for  Congress. 
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All-,  and  Mrs.  Hurlc)-  Smith  have  four  chil- 
(h'c'ii,  tun  sons  and  two  thiu<;"hters —  Morence, 
a  ^"I'achiatc  of  llou^hton  Seminary,  at  Clinton, 
.\.  and  now  the  witc  of  J.  II.  Rudd;  JCliza- 
bctii  ]^aitol  Smith,  a  ^nuhiatc  of  Temple 
(Irove  .Seminar}-  in  i  ^^93  ;  15urley  Smith,  Jr., 
a  student  at  Mxeter  Acadeniy  ;  arid  Jaiiies  Au- 
<;'ustus,  a  \  <)Uth  of  fourteen  \  ears.  Mr.  .Smith 
is  a  Democrat  in  ])(jlitics,  and  a  Master  Mason. 
The  tan-iil)-  are  pleasantl}-  situated  at  their 
beautiful  home  on  luist  A\-enne,  the  fine, 
lars^e  hi  icl<  residence  having  been  elected  by 
him  in  I1S74. 


-r-:^ATlIANIl':L  DANN,  an  e.vperienced 
I  —-7  farmer  of  East  Avon,  N.Y.,  a  man  of 
I  if)  (  means  and  of  ^ood  repute,  was  born 

^  "  at  Mendon,  N.Y.,  October  7,  1833, 

has  resided  in  Avon  for  nearly  half  a  century, 
and  tlurin^-  this  i^eriod  has  always  lived  on  the 
old  honiesteail,  which  was  bought  by  liis 
father  in  1848.  lie  is  of  I-'Lnglish  descent, 
his  •aandfather  having  been  a  native  of  what 
we  Americans  fittingly  call  the  "Mother 
Country  '"  ;  for,  although  Old  England  has  not 
alwa)  s  manifested  the  greatest  possible  friend- 
ship for  the  child  which  has  long  outgrown 
the  need  (T  her  care,  there  is  no  use  in  trying 
to  disguise  the  fact  that  it  was  to  luigland 
that  the  birth  of  this  nation  was  due. 

(iraiulsir  Dann,  t)r,  to  be  more  exact, 
Grandsir  John  DLinn,  came  to  America  at  a 
coiii])arat ively  early  age,  and  settled  in  Dutch- 
ess County,  New  \'ork,  where  he  passeil  tlie 
rest  of  his  days.  The  son  of  his  who  was  to 
be  the  father  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was 
named  IToyd,  and  was  born  a  few  years  after 
Jolm  Dann  had  taken  u])  his  residence  in 
Dutchess  County.  Moyd  got  his  education 
in  the  district  schot)ls  of  that  region,  and 
having  grown  to  manhood  was  by  occupation  a 
farmer.  He  owned  a  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  acres,  located  in  Mendon, 
aiid  remained  on  it  urtil  si.xteen  years  after 
the  birth  of  his  son  Nathaniel,  his  youngest 
child,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Avon, 
where  he  bought  a  farni  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty-four  acres,  and  six  years  later  built  a 
house. 


He  married  Miss  Mary  lirown,  (;f  New  Jer- 
sey, and  reared  five  children,  of  whom  the 
first-lxjiii  was  nainetl  I'Ti/alietlu  tlie  second 
Malvina  M.,  the  third  S.irah,  the  fourth  IJrati- 
lev,  ami  the  fifth  Nathaniel.  They  hail  an- 
other son.   Underbill,   who  tlied    in  iiifariC)-. 

Nathaniel  Dann  was  educatetl  at  tlie  district 
schools  of  Mendon,  at  Lima  .Seminar)-,  aiul  at 
Henrietta.  He  has  always  given  his  atten- 
tion exclusively  to  farming;  and,  whether  it 
be  because  "practice  makes  perfect"  or  be- 
cause Mr.  Dann  has  exceptional  ability  tor 
tilling  the  soil,  it  is  an  uiuleniable  fact  that 
he  has  been  and  is  a  very  successful  farmer, 
one  who  never  "trusts  to  luck,"  but  is  guitietl 
b)'  long  experience  and  close  observat i(jn,  and 
believes  in  following  definetl  methods,  anil 
not  being  influenced  one  wa)'  (jr  the  other  b\- 
every  "new  fad'"  that  may  come  u]).  lie  be- 
lie\-es  that  farming  is  a  trade,  just  as  clearly 
as  blacksn-iithing  or  carpentering  or  any  other 
occupation  ret|uiring  the  skiltiil  use  of  to(jls 
is,  the  main  difference  lieing  that  the  farmer 
has  to  tinil  a  market  lor  what  he  ])roduce.-5, 
while  the  average  niechanic  simpl)'  has  to  [jro- 
duce,  without  bothering  about  where  the 
market  is  to  l)e  found.  When  his  father  dieil, 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Dann  bought  the  interest  of 
his  brothers  in  the  homesteatl  farm,  and  has 
since  made  it  his  residence. 

He  married  Miss  Mary  L.  .Sheldon  in  1866, 
but  no  children  liave  blessed  the  union.  Mrs. 
Dann  is  the  tiaughter  of  Heiijamin  and  Mary 
Sheldon,  and  comes  from  one  of  the  oldest 
and  best-known  families  in  this  part  of  the 
-State.  Mr.  Dann  has  had  neither  the  incli- 
nation nor  the  time  to  hoKl  public  office  to 
any  extent,  but  has  shirked  none  of  hi.s  lUities 
as  a  citizen,  and  at  the  present  writing  is  a 
member  of  the  Mxcise  Board.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Repu])lican;  and  he  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential \dte  for  Jolui  C.  Eremont  in  1856. 

There  are  doubtless  some  residents  of  Ax'on 
that  ha\-e  more  friends  than  the  subject  of  this 
brief  record,  for  he  has  not  been  so  acti\e  as 
some  in  public  atfairs,  and  has  not  carried  on 
a  business  which  brought  him  in  contact  with 
a  great  man)-  peoj)le;  but  it  is  safe  to  sa)'  that 
there  is  not  a  nian  who  has  fewer  enemies,  for 
the  disposition  shown  by  Mr.  Dann  to  deal 
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justly  ]))■  all  and  the  kimlly  spirit  which  has 
aetuatetl  him  in  his  intercourse  with  his  fel- 
hnv-men  have  cumbiiu-cl  to  j^revent  the  forma- 
tion lit  bitter  or  re\'eni;etul  feelin<^s  on  the  part 
of  those  with  whom  he  has  had  anything  to  do. 


ks.    coRNici.iA    c.  ki<:acii, 

— /     widow    of     the    late    Charles  O. 

Ix'ai  h,  a  ileservedl)'  esteemed 
ail)-  re.-iidin-"  at  Geneseo,  N.Y., 
was  born  in  Groveland,  being  the  daughter  of 
William  Doty  and  grand-daughter  of  William 
A.  Doly,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  who  came 
to  Grox'eland  as  a  pioneer  during  the  early 
settlement  of  the  county,  and  cleared  a  tract 
of  land,  upon  whii'h  he  resided  for  many 
years,  or  until  his  decease,  having  been  a 
very  prominent  man  in  his  locality.  The 
paternal  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Beach  was  also 
well  known  for  her  kind  and  charitable  dis- 
position and  her  active  benevolence.  She 
reared  eleven  children,  only  two  of  wliom  are 
now  living. 

William  V)u[y  was  the  fourth  child  of  the 
family.  1  le  was  trained  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, remaining  with  his  parents  until  his 
marriage,  at  which  time  he  rented  a  farm,  and 
began  life  for  himself.  He  later  relincpiished 
agriculture,  ami  came  to  (icneseo,  where  he 
served  efficiently  tor  a  number  of  years  as 
Constable  and  Collecl(jr,  gaining  the  unepiali- 
fied  re.^pect  and  e^teem  of  his  fel lo\v-tc)wns- 
])eople,  and  faithfulh'  performing  the  chitics 
of  his  olhces  u])  to  the  time  of  his  decease,  at 
fifty-nine  )'ears  of  age. 

The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  who  was 
a  nali\'e  u(  (iro\'chind,  was  Mary  Harrison. 
Her  family  was  tlistantly  related  to  that  oi 
President  Harrison.  Mrs.  Mary  Doty  became 
the  mother  of  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Lockwood  I,.;  John  U.  ;  Charles  I'\  ;  Cornelia 
C.  (Mrs.  Beach);  b:iizabeth;  William  Harri- 
son; Nancy  C,  who  married  a  Mr.  Crook,  of 
Bath;  Helen  Augusta,  who  married  William 
A.  Stea\'ens,  a  hardware  dealer  in  (icneseo; 
and  lulward  luigene  Dot}'.  The  mother  died 
in  Geneseo  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  both 
she  and  her  husband  ha\  ing  been  membeis  of 
the  Presbyterian  church. 


Cornelia  C.  Doty  received  her  early  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools,  after  graduating 
from  which  she  attended  Temple  Hill  Acad- 
eiii)'.  On  Septembei'  5,  KS53,  she  married 
Mr.  Charles  O.  Beach,  a  son  of  Jolin  .M. 
Beach,  (jf  .South  Dansville.  .Mr.  Beach  liad 
recei\'ed  a  college  education,  and  after  com- 
pleting his  stuilies  had  entered  mercantile 
lite.  He  conducted  a  successtul  lousiness  as 
a  tlry-goods  merchant  in  Geneseo  tor  a  |)eriod 
of  lort)'-foLU  )eai's,  after  which  he  reliied. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  .-^eventv,  on  Decendjer 
25,  189^.  As  a  business  man  he  was  well 
and  favorabU'  known  throughout  the  county, 
and  as  a  citizen  occupied  a  pi'ominent  posi- 
tion. He  was  a  mendjci'  of  the  Presb)'ter ian 
church,  of  wliich  he  was  for  some  time  a 
Trustee. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beach  became  the  parents  of 
four  children,  three  of  whom  are  riow  living. 
]'211a  M.  Beach  married  David  Pearson,  of 
New  Castle,  and  has  one  daughter,  Cornelia, 
a  girl  of  fifteen  years;  Charles,  who  was  edu- 
cated at  the  noi-mal  school,  died  at  the  age  of 
nineteen,  lined  and  res|)ected  by  all;  Cornelia 
married  David  Boyles,  of  New  Castle:  Louise 
is  the  wife  of  Ivlw.ird  11.  Ch.ipin,  a  buildei'  of 
engines,  of  Rochester,  and  the\  h.i\e  one 
child,   I'^.lizabeth  M.  Chapin. 

Mrs.  Corrielia  C.  Beach  is  a  lady  of  much 
worth  to  the  community,  being  of  supeiior 
intelligence,  with  a  thoroughly  Christian 
character.  Her  daughters  aie  highly  accom- 
plished, the  result  ol  a  mother's  careful  fore- 
thought, and  possess  much  of  the  amiabilit\-, 
genial  courtes\',  and  noldi'-m  i  ndedness  ol 
their  late  father,  together  with  the  highl)'- 
develoj.jif  womanl\-  c|ualities  of  their  mother. 

Mrs.  Beach,  and  daughler>  are  menil)ers  ot 
the  Presl)yterian  church. 
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wel  l-known 


farmer  and  carriage  dealer  in  Living- 
ston Countv,  New  York,  was  boin  in 
S[)ri ngwater,  the  same  count\',  l-\'biu- 
ar\-  26,  1849.  His  grandfather,  Daxid 
h"razer,  a  taiaiicr,  was  a  resident  ot  .S])|-ing- 
water  for  man\'  years,  coming  there  from 
Pennsylvani.i   among   the   first    settlers.  He 
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had  a  larg'c  family,  and  died  in  the  town  of 
West  Sparta  at  the  house  of  his  son  David, 
our  subject's  father. 

David  l"'razer,  Jr.,  was  also  a  farmer,  re- 
maining' at  home  until  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  then  giMug  tn  .Si^arta,  where  he  purchased 
a  farm,  whicli  he  carried  on  successfully  for 
man)'  }ears,  being  a  |)ri)ininent  Rejiublican 
toward  the  end  of  his  life,  and  dying  in 
1876,  at  the  age  of  fift)-three.  His  wife  was 
Maria  iveanier,  a  daughter  of  John  Reamer,  a 
blacksmith,  who  came  from  Connecticut,  and 
settled  in  Cayuga  Count)',  where  she  was 
born.  Da\'itl  and  Mai'ia  (  Reamer)  Frazer  had 
six  children Warren  15.,  of  Wayland  ;  James 
B.,  of  this  sketch:  Mary,  niarried  to  Byron 
]51ank,  of  [Michigan,  and  deceased;  Alice, 
who  was  married  to  Dr.  Cireen,  of  Geneseo, 
and  is  now  deceased;  John,  deceased;  and 
Erw'in  D.  Mrs.  h^razer  died  at  the  age  of 
si.xty-niiie,  in  May,  189J.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  church. 

Janies  B.  Frazer  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  West  .Sparta  when  he  was  four  months  old, 
and  resided  here  until  1895.  After  the  death 
of  his  father,  in  the  centennial  year,  he  took 
possession  (jf  the  old  homestead.  Twelve 
\ears  later  he  jnu'chased  another  farm,  near 
by,  successfully  managing  both.  Me  has  also 
been  engaged  in  selling  farming  implements 
and  wagons  since  1888.  In  1893  he  formed  a 
mercantile  partnership  with  his  brother,  and 
conducted  the  implenient  and  wagon  business 
in  Dansville.  He  married  August  20,  1874, 
-Sarah  Yaii  M iddlesworth,  a  daughter  of  John 
\'an  M iildlesworth,  of  Ca)'uga  County,  New 
^'(U'k,  who  settled  in  West  .Sparta  among  the 
pioneers.  .Sarah  \'an  1\I  iddlesworth  was  one 
of  her  parents'  three  children,  Mcr  father 
spent,  his  declining  years  in  West  Sparta  and 
her  mother  is  still  living  in  that  town.  Mr. 
Frazer  has  seven  children —  Nellie,  Mary, 
Julia,  Kthel,  John,  Gi'ace,  and  Mabel.  He  is 
a  ]\epublican  in  p(ditics,  and  is  an  Odd  Fel- 
low, belonging  to  Canaseraga  Lodge,  No. 
I  23,   in  l~)ansville. 

I''roni  the  fact  that  Mr.  l''razer  has  twice 
held  the  offices  of  Collector,  and  for  ten  years 
was  Superv  isor  of  the  town  of  West  .Sparta,  it 
is  evulent  that  he  possesses  the  confidence  of 


the  people.  He  is  a  leader  in  political  mat- 
ters in  his  t(jwn  and  county.  In  the  fall  of 
1894  he  was  norninatetl  for  the  office  of  Su- 
perintendent of  the  I'oor,  was  elected,  antl 
was  iiuUicted  into  the  office  January  i,  1895, 
the  term  expiring  Decendx-r  31,  1897.  He 
and  his  family  attend  the  I'resljyterian  church 
at  West  .Sparta.  I'erhaps  Mr.  l'"razer"s  suc- 
cess in  pidilical  and  social  lile  is  largel)'  due 
to  the  fact  that  he  is  a  great  reader  and 
thinker,  and  keeps  abreast  ot  his  age  and 
time.     Sa)'s  Lord  ]5ar{ui  - 

"  Reading  maketh  a  full  man,  conference  a 
ready  nian,  and  writing  an  exact  man." 

Mr.  James  B.  l-'razer  is  further  represented 
in  this  \-cdume  by  his  j^iortrait,  which  the 
reader  will  be  pleased  to  turn  his  attention  to 
on  another  page. 


^'^VTVRS.  CORDl'LIA    W.  MORRILL, 
—  I  =y    of   Ja\a,    N.Y.,   is  the  widow  of 

eJ| ij  I  Henry  E.  Morrill,  ?^I.D.,  who 
was  born  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  was  educated  at  Phillips  Acadeniy  and 
Amherst  College.  At  the  latter  institution 
he  was  a  fellow-stutlent  of  Henr)'  Ward 
Beechcr;  and  between  the  two  young  ccdle- 
gians  a  warm  ami  close  friendship  developed, 
wdiich  was  in  later  years  cemented  by  inti- 
mate association  in  Cincinnati  and  in  Brook- 
lyn, where,  soon  after  Mr.  Beecher  took  the 
pastorate  of  Plymouth  Church,  Dr.  Morrill 
was  Deacon  and  Sunday-school  superintend- 
ent. Dr.  Morrill  was  an  allopathic  pi'acti- 
tioner  foi'  some  years,  but  latterh'  adopted  the 
hom(eopathie  theor\'.  He  practised  his  pro- 
fessiori  lor  se\'enteen  ye. us  in  Cincinnati,  and 
removed  in  1846  lii'ookhn,  where  he  re- 
niained  until  his  death.  He  was  three  tinies 
married.  His  first  wife  died  of  )ellow  fe\er 
in  the  first  month  of  her  mariieil  life,  and  he 
came  very  near  death  also  by  the  very  sanie 
dread  disease.  His  second  wite  was  Miss 
Cynthia  Langdon  before  her  marriage.  She 
died  in  1861  in  the  cit)'  (;f  Brooklyn,  leaving 
oiie  daughter  and  a  foster-daughter. 

His  third  wife  was  Miss  Coi'delia  Warner, 
who  is  the  original  of  this  bit^graphical  nie- 
moir.     Her  parents,  Milo  and  Lucina  (Sykes) 
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Warner,  were  both  of  Vermont,  where  they 
were  married  in  November,  1812.  The  father 
was  born  June  11,  1791,  the  mother  on  Jan- 
uary 4,  1790,  in  I'awlet,  Rutland  County,  Vt. 
They  came  to  fava,  then  known  as  Sheklon, 
in  the  winter  of  1813-14,  having  just  buried 
their  first-born  infant.  The  journey  to  Wyo- 
mini;  (■()UiU)'  was  made  uii  a  sled  drawn  by 
two  )-okes  of  oxen;  and  the  travelling  party 
consisted  of  a  family  by  the  name  of  Paul,  a 
maidLU  aunt  of  Mrs.  Morrill,  and  the  young 
married  couple.  The  wayfarers  were  well 
jirovided  with  a  chest  of  provisions,  household 
goods,  and  chjthing,  ami  upon  their  arrival  at 
their  intended  goal  purchased  a  ''claim"  from 
a  man  named  Ci.sco,  who  had  built  a  log  cabin 
in  the  depths  of  the  \-ii-gin  forest.  Mr. 
Warner  was  one  of  the  minute-men  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  in  the  later  years  of 
his  life  was  a  sufferer  from  rheumatism,  which 
was  the  result  of  the  exposure  endured  at  that 
time.  There  were  then  only  two  or  three 
houses  this  side  of  Strykersvil le,  and  the  set- 
tlers suffered  many  hardships.  Mr.  Warner 
made  potash,  and  carried  it  to  market  in  Troy 
and  New  \'ork  by  team.  He  cleared  of  its 
forest  growth  the  farm,  which  at  one  time 
consisted  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 
Mrs.  INbnrill  now  owns  one  hundred  acres  of 
the  original  tract,  having  purchased  it  (vom 
her  brother  Myron  in  1884;  and  in  1885  she 
built  a  handsome  tlwelling  on  the  ancestral 
estate. 

Mr.  W^arner  and  his  wife  had  twelve  chil- 
dren. One  son,  Hiram  Warner,  died  in  his 
eighteenth  year,  January  14,  1843:  and  an 
infant  made  but  a  brief  tarrying  of  nine 
months  between  the  dates  of  birth  and  death. 
All  the  rest  reached  maturity.  Philetus 
Warner  died  in  1881,  aged  sixty-one;  he 
left  a  family,  of  wiiom  the  eldest  son,  Wen- 
dell Chapin  Warner,  is  United  States  Consul 
to  Burslem,  England.  The  eldest  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Milo  Warner,  Adnah,  who  was  a 
volunteer  in  the  Civil  War,  died  in  Salisbury 
I'l  ison,  and  fills  an  unknown  grave;  the  only 
sou\enir  the  parents  have  of  him  is  a  battered, 
okl,  worn  tin  cup,  which  with  tender  affection 
they  have  had  mounted  on  a  handsome  si  h  er 
memorial  plate,  engraved  with  an  inscription 


that  tells  the  story  of  the  boy  soldier.  I\I)Ton 
Warner  is  a  widower  of  eight}'  years,  living 
on  the  old  farm.  Mary,  the  widow  of  Carson 
j5r)'ant,  in  Java,  is  in  lier  eightieth  year. 
Cordelia,  Mrs.  Morrill,  though  seventy-SL-\'en, 
is  in  appearance  many  years  younger.  Phile- 
mon Warner,  in  Springx'ille,  I'.rie  County, 
aged  seventy-two.  Pliny  ]"\  is  a  retired  iruh- 
lisher  and  minister  in  Havana,  HI.  Jacob 
Warner  died  011  the  shores  ot  .Seneca  Lake  in 
1885,  at  si\t)--two  years  of  age.  f)rpha,  the 
wife  of  Philo  Potter,  died  July  2,  1890. 
b'rances  T.,  the  wife  of  A.  U.  Thompson, 
died  in  Connecticut,  January  5,  1893,  aged 
sixty-four.  'l"he  mother  of  this  famil)'  died 
on  July  20,  1843,  at  fifty-three  years  of  age; 
and  Mr.  W^arner  married  again.  The  second 
wife  was  a  wiclow,  a  Mrs.  Patterson. 

Cordelia  Warner  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Java  and  at  Strykersville  ami  at 
LeRoy  Seminar)'.  She  was  a  teacher  for 
many  years,  beginning  the  career  in  which 
she  was  so  successful  at  the  early  age  of  six- 
teen, first  teaching  in  district  schools  and 
boarding  around.  She  taught  a  select  school 
in  P^llicottsville  two  years,  and  then  going  to 
Brooklyn  taught  for  eleven  )'ears  in  Packer 
Institute.  She  was  married  July  30,  1863.  in 
Brooklyn  by  her  brother,  the  Rev.  Pliny  l-\ 
Warner,  to  I^r.  Morrill,  of  that  city;  and 
there  they  lived  for  eleven  years,  until  her 
husband's  death,  March  6,  1874.  Mrs.  Mor- 
rill, in  comiiany  with  her  step-daughter, 
Anna,  now  wife  of  Hugh  M.  .Smith,  M.D.,  an 
eminent  physician  of  Hroc^klyn,  made  an  ex- 
tended luiropean  ti  ii)  in  1878  and  1879.  The)' 
saw  Lontlon,  Na[iles,  and  .Sorrento,  not  to 
mention  many  other  places  of  interest;  and 
they  were  in  the  "  Internal  City"  during  the 
time  that  Pius  IX. 's  dead  body  lay  in  state, 
and  witnessed  the  legal  pomp  of  Leo  XIIL's 
coronation.  I-'rom  thence  they  came  to  i'lor- 
ence,  the  ''city  of  lilies,"  and  up  by  the  lakes 
to  the  famous  Brenner  Pass,  IMunich,  \'ienna, 
Leipsic,  Berlin,  with  a  trii)  up  the  Rhine  to 
-Switzerland.  Six  months  were  spent  in  Paris 
on  the  return  journey,  and  Holland  and  the 
field  of  Waterloo  were  also  visited.  Mrs. 
Morrill  belongs  to  a  family  noted  for  j^hysical 
strength  as  well  as  intellectual  vigor;  and  she 
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bears  tlie  burden  of  years  as  few  women  do, 
showini^'  that  it  is  possible  to  "grow  old 
gracef ul ly. " 


-rTYpVAjOR   1II-:NRV  \'.  colt,  a  law- 
|-|t— /     \'er  and  an  effkient  officer  in  the 
I  J|ls  (        ("i\  il  War,   now  living  in  retire- 
"  ment   at    hi.-^   jdeasantly  situated 
home  in  ( ieneseo,  Livingston  County,  X.\\, 
was  born  in  this  town,  Ma)'  i6,  1826.  Major 
Colt"s   graiulfat her,    Jame^    J)onaldson  Colt, 
was  a  nati\e  ot  Connecticut,  but  removed  from 
there  to  I'ittsfiekl,  Mass.,  while  a  young  man. 
lie  married  for  his  second  wile  Sylvia  Will- 
iams,  of  that  place;  and   tiiey  continued  to 
reside  in  I'ittsfield  fiu"  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  their  son  Charles,  Major  Colt's  father, 
being  born  January  23,  1792. 

Charles  Colt,  after  receix'ing  his  education 
in  the  town  of  hi;,  birth,  turned  his  face  west- 
ward for  the  i)ur|)ose  of  commencing  life  for 
himself,  and  came  to  Cien.eseo  in  1 8 14,  mak- 
ing the  long  journey  on  horseback.  At  that 
time  the  present  thri\'ing  village  was  but  a 
mere  hamlet,  and  the  surroun^iing  c(juntry  a 
dense  wilderness. 

L^pon  his  arrixal  in  Geneseo  Mr.  Colt  imme- 
diately engaged  in  mercantile  business,  which 
he  was  necessai  ily  obliged  to  earrry  on  under 
great  disadvantage,  owing  to  the  long  distance 
from  the  source  of  sui)pl\'  and  the  meagre 
facilities  then  afforded  for  transportation. 
1 1  is  goods  wei'e  purchasetl  in  New  York,  car- 
ried up  the  Hudson  Ri\-er  in  sloops  to  Al- 
baii\',  and  thence  hauled  to  (ieneseo  by  team. 
1  ie  conducted  a  general  mercantile  trade  for 
a  tew  years,  after  whit-h  he  engaged  very  ex- 
tensi\el\'  in  the  jiroduce  business,  continuing 
the  same  for  more  than  forty  years.  He 
resitled  in  (ieiieseo  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred at  the  age  of  sevent)-four  years.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ann  .Smith, 
was  a  native  of  I'ittsfieKl,  I\L\ss.  She  died  at 
the  age  of  si.\t)-one,  having  reared  three  chil- 
dren. The  only  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann 
Walker,  now  a  widow,  lesitles  with  her  sur- 
\i\'ing  brother,  IL'iirv  \'.  The  other  son, 
Charles  Cidt,  jr.,  died  in  1S60. 

Henr\'  \'.   Colt  received  his  education  at 


Temple  \\\\\  Academy,  and  at  the  age  of 
se\'enteen  began  the  sluil)'  of  law  with  the 
Hon.  John  Y(;ung.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  but  did  not 
enter  at  <jnce  into  practice.  He  went  to 
Ohio,  where  he  became  interested  in  railway 
construction,  and  also  t(M"warded  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  patent  e.\ca\ator,  which  was  operated 
by  hoi'se  [iower.  In  1857  he  began  the  prac- 
tice of  law  in  Geneseo,  and  was  acti\-ely 
engaged  in  his  professional  duties  until  1861, 
when  the  great  national  crisis  and  imijending 
struggle  cal led  him  to  duty  in  another  direc- 
tion; and  he  joined  the  ( )ne  Hundred  and 
l^'ourth  Infantry,  New  York  \"(dunteers,  as 
Quartermaster.  In  1863  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  ol  Majoi',  and  subsequently  was 
placed  in  eomniLUul  of  the  IClmira  Prison,  con- 
tinuing in  ser\  ice  until  1S65,  when  he  became 
connected   with    tlie    I-^lmira  isci\  and 

was  engaged  in  journalism  until  1873.  He 
then  returned  to  Geneseo,  whei'e  he  now  lives 
in  the  enjo)-ment  of  a  well-earned  retirement. 

In  1840  Major  Colt  married  I\Iiss  Sarah 
Shepard,  a  native  Geneseo,  born  in  1826. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Da\  id  .Shepard,  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  whose  father,  Coiaielius 
Shepard,  was  boiii  in  b^ast  Haddam,  in  the 
same  State.  Mrs.  Colt's  grandfather  Shepard 
was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  also  kept  a 
public  house  in  Hebron.  He  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County  in  1832,  and  settled  in  Grove- 
land,  where  he  jiurchased  a  farm.  He  married 
Sarah  .Skinner,  a  native  of  Marlboro,  Conn., 
autl  they  reared  thirteen  childien.  Their  son 
David,  father  of  Mis.  Colt,  was  lired  to  agri- 
cultural |)ursuits,  and  resideil  in  Connecticut 
until  1817,  when,  accomixinied  bv  his  bride, 
he  emigrated  to  Western  New  ^'ork,  journey- 
ing 1)\'  team,  and  settling  in  the  town  of  (k'n- 
eseo.  David  .Shepard  was  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence,  and  ])ossessetl  an  ad- 
vancetl  education.  lie  di\'idi,il  his  time  be- 
tween farming  and  teaching  school.  He  also 
dealt  largely  in  real  estate,  being  very  suc- 
cessful in  all  his  \entures,  and  at  one  time 
owned  extensive  tracts  of  land  in  Michigan. 
He  resided  in  Geneseo  until  his  deatli,  in 
185  I,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  )-ears.  The 
maiilen  name  of  his  wife,  Mrs.  Colt's  mother. 
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was  Sally  Olmstead  Footc.  She  was  a  native 
of  IMarlboro,  Cunn.,  and  daughter  of  Roger  and 
IClmira  (Bulkly)  l-'outc.  She  died  in  1889, 
aged  eighty-nine  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilenry  \^  Colt  have  two  sons 
—  James  V.  and  Ilenry  V.,  Jr.  Major  Colt 
is  a  representative  of  that  highly  intelligent 
and  progressive  elass  of  Amerieans  who  are 
an  h(jnor  to  the  nati(jn,  the  State,  and  the 
community  111  which  they  reside.  Possessed 
of  a  strong  and  upright  character,  embracing 
many  sterling  Cjualities,  he  unhesitatingly 
laid  aside  all  his  ambitions  and  possibilities 
to  respond  to  his  C(nmtry's  call  in  her  press- 
ing need,  prepared,  if  necessary,  to  sacrifice 
his  life  in  defence  of  those  humane  and  patri- 
otic principles  which  the  true  American  citi- 
zen considers  it  his  paramount  duty  to  support. 

Major  Colt  is  and  always  has  been  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  antl  both  himself  and  wife 
are  communicants  ol  the  Episcopal  church. 


/  ^  EORGE  S.  ICLLICOTT,  editor  and 
\      I      proprietor    of    the    Mount  Morris 

—  I'liiini,  was  born  in  Lockport,  Niag- 
ara County,  N.\\,  November  3,  1857,  and 
was  the  s(jn  of  George  M.  Ellicott,  born  in 
Batavia,  Genesee  County,  N.Y.  His  grand- 
father, who  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  resi- 
dent of  Batavia,  was  a  brother  of  Joseph 
Ellicott,  surveyor  in  chief  and  local  agent  for 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  the  Holland 
Land  Company,  a  man  of  unusual  ability  and 
powerful  influence. 

George  M.  h^Uicott  was  a  young  boy  when 
he  lost  his  father.  He  continued  to  reside 
with  his  widowed  mother,  and  obtained  a  good 
education  in  the  schools  of  the  town.  A  few 
years  after  his  marriage  he  enlisted  in  the 
Ci\il  War,  and  for  gallant  conduct  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  Major.  He  was  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  participated  in  its 
many  engagements,  remaining  in  the  service 
till  the  close  of  the  conflict.  Resuming  then 
the  pursuits  of  peace,  he  purchasetl  a  farm  in 
Middletown,  Montgomery  County,  Mo.,  but 
later  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
Middletown,  removing  from  that  place  to 
Wellsville,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 


in  1892.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife,  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
Ijeing  Maria  T.  .Sears.  She  was  born  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, the  daughter  of  Simon  and  Hannah 
.Sears,  and  died  in  Miss(juri.  l'\)ur  of  her 
children  grew  up  —  Lo\-erne,  George,  Annie, 
and  Edward.  Mrs.  hdlicott  was  a  member  of 
the  Ei)isct)pal  church,  and  her  children  were 
rearetl  in  that  faith.  In  young  manhood  Mr. 
Ellicott  was  an  extensive  traveller  on  the 
Western  continent,  \isiting  .South  America 
and  the   Pacific  coast  of  North  America. 

George  S.  Ellicott,  being  a  mere  child  when 
his  mother  dietl,  came  East,  and  went  to  live 
with  his  maternal  grandparents  in  Batavia. 
He  was  there  etlucated,  and  there  resided  until 
July  21,  1875,  when  lie  went  to  Mount  Mor- 
ris, and  learned  the  printer's  trade  in  the 
office  of  the  Mount  Morris  R}itcrpi  isc .  He 
remained  here  for  a  period  of  two  years,  and 
then  went  to  Dansville  to  accept  the  position 
of  foreman  in  the  ofifice  of  the  Dansville  Ex- 
press^ but  at  the  end  of  eleven  months  re- 
turned to  the  office  of  the  E)itcrpyisc.  In 
1881  he  bought  out  the  business  and  the 
good  will  of  the  Mount  Morris  [')iii>!i  and 
Co)istitiitio)i^  and  hail  for  a  partner  John  C. 
Dickey.  The  paper  was  Democratic;  but 
they  changed  the  politics,  and  named  the 
paper  the  Mount  Morris  L'nion.  Mr.  Dickey 
was  associated  with  Air.  Ellicott  until  the  fall 
of  1893,  when  Mr.  Ellicott  purchased  the 
entire  business ;  and  has  since  conducted  the 
paper  alone.  In  connection  with  this  he  runs 
a  job  office,  and  is  also  interested  in  the  in- 
surance business,  representing  a  number  of 
the  leading  companies,  including  Springfield, 
Hartford,  Lancashire,  German  American,  and 
others. 

In  June,  1880,  Mr.  Ellicott  marrieil  Jennie 
1'^.  Sargent,  who  was  born  in  Alount  Morris, 
daughter  of  (jeorge  and  Aurelia  Sargent. 
They  have  two  children  —  Harry  and  Raljih. 
.Mr.  and  Mrs.  I'.Uicott  are  communicants  of 
the  Iqnseopal  church;  and  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  as  his  paper  most  forcibly  indi- 
cates. He  is  a  member  of  the  Mount  Morris 
Lodge,  No.  122,  A.  E.  &  A.  M.,  of  the  An- 
cient Order  of  LTnited  Workmen  of  Mount 
Morris,   and  of  the  Active  Hose  Company. 
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He  holds  the  office  of  Loan  Commissioner  for 
Livingston  County,  liax'in;^"  been  appointed  by 
(lovernor  Morion.  U ns\vei'\'ing"  in  his  alle- 
giance t<;  prinei|)le,  an  earnest  cliampion  of 
the  cause  that  he  deems  jirst  and  right,  he 
commands  tlie  respect  of  the  community  at 
large. 


tOYAL  \\  nrrN]':Y  is  a  leading  Larmer 
and  luml)erman  in  tlie  town  of  Ossian, 
Livingston  C()unt\',  N.Y.,  having  a 
large  estate  about  six  miles  from 
Dansville,  on  the  main  road  to  Canaseraga. 
He  was  boin  in  the  town  of  liurns,  Allegany 
County,  on  tlie  22d  of  March,  1847.  His 
grandfather,  l-^zra  W'hitne}-,  was  a  Vermont 
farmer,  who  came  to  y\llegan)'  County,  accom- 
|)anied  by  his  wife  and  children,  with  an  ox 
team.  Tliey  brouglit  with  them  four  cows, 
the  milk  being  jjlaced  in  receptacles  in  the 
wagon,  and,  as  they  (hove  along,  the  cream  was 
churned  b\'  the  motion  of  the  wagon  i]ito  ex- 
cellent butter,  which  was  sokl  as  opportiuiitv 
offered.  They  settled  in  a  locality  which 
later  was  named  \\'hitue\  "s  X'alley,  a  title  it 
still  beai's.  J'lverywhei'c  stretched  the  forest, 
which  soon  furnished  logs  tor  a  cabin  and 
saw-mill,  his  sons  conducting  the  mill.  As 
fast  as  the  land  was  clearetl,  the  lumber  was 
sold.  This  led  to  an  extensive  trade  and  the 
purchase  of  additional  land,  so  that  at  his 
death,  at  an  atlvanc^'d  age,  he  left  a  large  es- 
tate. Hi^  wife  was  a  \'ermont  woman,  ami 
b^donged  to  a  famih'  of  Hookers,  who  settled 
that  section  of  Allegany  (/(uuity  which  has 
since  been  known  as  A.ngelica,  and  is  the 
count)'  seat.  At  their  decease  Mrs.  Whit- 
ney's parents  owneil  a  laige  amount  of  land. 
By  her  marriage  with  Wdiitney  she  be- 

came tlu'  mother  of  n iiK'  ch i Idren — -Horace, 
I'",sau,  Jacob,  I'h'.istus,  Se\a,  Royal,  Andrew, 
I'all)',  .iiul  Sail)'.  Tlu-  mother  tlietl  on  the 
homestead. 

Their  sixth  cliild  and  fifth  son,  Rf)yal  W'hit- 
ne)', Sr.,  was  born  in  Rutland,  Vt.,  but  early 
came  with  his  paients  to  ^^)rk  State,  where 
he  grew  u\)  a  lumlu'rman  ami  farmer,  staying 
on  the  home  place,  which  he  aided  in  clear- 
ing, till  lu'  was  thirty  years  t)ld.     Having  an 


intense  love  of  books,  he  read  whatever  came 
in  his  way,  and  was  a  diligent  pujiil  in  tlie 
log  school-house,  so  that  he  liecame  a  man  of 
more  than  usual  intelligence.  He  followed 
t!ie  protession  ot  teacliiiig  for  many  \'ears. 
l'^)r  tifteen  )'ears  he  ke[il  a  store  in  Canase- 
raga, and  was  \'er)'  |)romiiieni  in  village 
affairs.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  went 
W'est,  but  after  li  short  time  returned,  and 
settled  in  Liv  ingston  (^tlien  Allegany  Count)'), 
where  he  bought  the  tract  of  land  still  occu- 
pied b)'  his  willow  and  three  ol  their  sons,  one 
of  the  latter  being  Ro\al  W'hitne)'  of  this 
sketch.  In  all.  Mi'.  W'liitnc)'  came  to  be  the 
owner  ol  neai  l\'  twelve  hundred  acres,  whereof 
a  thousand  were  in  a  single  piece.  Thereon 
he  owned  grist,  lioim,  and  saw  mills,  but  did 
not  confine  himself  lo  either  agriculture  or 
mill  work,  and  for  eight  or  ten  years  had  a 
store  in  connection  with  the  late  Robert 
Faulkujr,  at  iJansville.  He  died  on  his  farm 
at  the  age  of  eighty-foiu".  His  wife  was  Mary 
IClsie  Boylan,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  lietsy 
Bo)  Ian,  who  were  among  the  earliest  jjioueers 
of  the  count)',  and  owueil  a  tract  of  a  thousand 
acres.  Thev  settled  in  this  region  when  it 
was  fifteen  miles  fiom  the  nearest  mill:  and 
Mr.  ]5o)lan  at  oiie  time  carried  a  bushel  of 
wheat  on  his  shoulder  to  Canandaigua,  to  ha\'e 
it  gi'ound  into  llour.  Mrs.  Whitney  was  the 
youngest  of  the  l)o\lan  children,  the  others 
being  Harris,  johii.  l'"irman,  Isaac,  Christo- 
pher, .Samuel,  and  h'ann)'. 

Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Whitney  becanie  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  lixing. 
The)'  were  as  lollows:  Annduane  married 
John  K.  Rai'ragei',  who  was  killed  in  the  battle 
of  Ccdd  Harbor  during  the  i\.ebellion ;  himma 
Jane  is  the  wife  of  O.  J.  Deane,  of  Rockforil, 
la.;  Angelica  J.  was  named  for  the  county 
seat;  the  next  daughter  was  -Sarah  l^li/abeth; 
then  came  .Se\a  ;  .Samuel  ami  l'"./ra  were  twins; 
Royal  is  our  subject;  the  ne\t  bo\',  born  in 
185J,  was  named  after  ( General  Winfield  .Scott, 
whose  faine  was  upi)eriiiost  in  the  American 
minti;  tlie  )'oungest  was  born  in  1857,  ant! 
named  Charles  .Smuner,  after  that  distin- 
guished son  of  Massachusetts,  who  was  then 
suffering  on  accoimt  of  his  adheience  to  the 
princi[)les  of  freedoui.     Their  mother  is  still 
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with  her  children,  a  brisk  old  lady  of  eighty- 
five,  having;"  been  born  in  1810;  and  her  home 
is  chiefly  with  her  son  Charles,  who  occupies 
a  farm  adjoinini^  the  home  place,  though  all 
her  children  are  glad  io  have  her  in  their 
households.  The  Whitney  family  attend  the 
Methodist  cluii-ch. 

Royal  Whitney,  Jr.,  resided  on  tlie  parental 
farm  until  1877,  in  which  year  he  went  West, 
as  his  father  l)efore  him  had  done,  and  took  a 
subcontract  on  the  Seattle  Division  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad.  This  task  com- 
pleted, he  returned  h'.ast,  summoned  by  his 
father's  failing  health,  and  ultimately  came 
into  possession  of  the  parental  estate.  He 
has  had  endugh  to  do  in  carrying  on  his  land, 
but  also  has  a  saw-mill,  and  is  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  traffic.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Democrat.  Me  is  a  true  i:)atriot,  and  served 
in  Company  G  of  the  Two  Hundred  and 
Eleventh  l'eniis)'lvan ia  Regiment  for  fifteen 
months,  part  of  his  time  being  i)assed  in  the 
hosi)ital  on  accoLuit  ol  sickness,  he  at  the 
time  being  onl)'  a  boy  of  sixteen. 

It  has  been  said  by  a  great  preacher,  "In- 
dustry has  annexetl  thereto  the  fairest  fruits 
and  the  richest  rewards."  In  pondering  the 
lessons  of  such  lives  as  are  here  commemo- 
rated, one  cannot  help  being  impressed  with 
the  workful  habit  which  has  led  at  least  three 
generations  into  similar  lines  of  successful 
life. 


I-XKLEY  HOWES,  whose  ancestors 
were  among  the  very  earliest  settlers 
in  Wyoming,  is  a  retired  farmer  re- 
siding at  Bliss,  in  the  town  of  l^agle, 
and  is  descentled  from  the  sturtly  New  Eng- 
land race,  whicli  has  been  mainly  instrumen- 
tal in  developing  the  unlimited  agricultural 
resources  of  Western  New  York. 

Mr.  Howes  was  born  in  the  town  in  which 
he  resides,  August  14,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of 
Norman  Howes,  a  native  of  Richfield,  Otsego 
County,  whose  father,  Alvin  Howes,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Dennis,  Barnstable  County, 
Mass.,  where  he  was  reared  to  agricultural 
life.  Coming  to  the  Empire  State  among  the 
early  pioneers,  he  settletl  at  Richfield,  Otsego 


County,  upon  a  tract  of  wild  land,  from  which 
he  cleared  a  valuable  farm,  and  upon  it  resided 
for  many  years,  moving  thence  to  Covington, 
W'yoming  Count)',  wheic  he  again  acce[)ted 
cheerfully  the  not  altogether  agreeable  lot  of 
a  pioneer. 

Many  of  these  old  settler.^,  civili/ers  though 
they  were,  seemed  to  [)refei-  Nature  in  all  her 
grandeur,  and  were  happier  when  reclaiming 
savage  life  than  while  rea])ing  the  results  of 
their  labor,  aiul  of  such  was  Mr.  IIowe"s 
grandfather;  for,  not  content  with  bringing 
two  farms  to  a  state  of  cullixation,  he  again 
penetiated  the  wilderness,  purchasing  fifty 
acres  of  untouched  lantl  in  the  town  of  Ea;j,le, 
uj)on  which  he  erecteil  his  [)rimitive  log  .shel- 
ter, and  proceeded  to  repeat  that  which  lie 
had  already  twice  accom|)l ished.  Wolves  and 
bears  were  jjlentiful,  both  being  exceetlingly 
troublesome;  but  deer,  with  which  the  toi-csts 
al)ounded,  were  ver_\'  uelconu-.  He  toiled  on 
uiiceasi nglv,  ami  ei'c  long  luul  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  the  giant  loresls  again  bow  l)efore 
his  mighty  and  unshakable  will,  the  result  of 
his  hard)'  efforts  being  a  third  farm,  well 
cultivated.  Here  he  li\'ed  for  the  remaimler 
of  his  life,  having  labored  long  and  well  for 
the  advancement  of  civilization. 

He  reaietl  a  tamilvof  seven  chiUlren,  two 
sons  and  fi\e  ilauglUers.  At  an  early  age 
Norman  Howes  enteretl  into  ifie  spirit  of  his 
f.ither"s  calling.  He  eoni])leted  what  little 
education  it  was  possible  for  him  to  procure, 
in  the  mean  time  assisting  his  father  in  the 
farm  duties,  antl  then  acquired  and  cleared  a 
farm  of  his  own,  which  he  gradually  atlded  to 
as  circumstances  perniitled,  and  upon  it  re- 
siiled  lor  many  )ears,  later  removing  [u  Bliss, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  at  tlu'  advanced  .ige  of  eight\'-three 
)'ears  and  ten  months.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Cornelia  Hurlburt.  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  and  was  a  daughter  of  l^arzilla 
Hurlburt.  She  became  the  mother  of  five 
chihlreii,  three  of  whom  attained  their  major- 
ity, as  follows:  Beckle\',  Norman  and 
Wealthy.  The  latter  is  the  wife  of  l.everett 
S.  Baker,  who  is  now  living  retired  in  this 
town,  anil  a  short  record  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere  in   this  work.     The  nuither  sjient 
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lici"  dcclininj^-  )'ears  in  Bliss,  and  passed  from 
earth  at  the  a^"e  ui  se\'eiit}'-three  years. 

Jk'ckle)'  Howes,  like  his  father,  inherited 
from  iiis  aneestors  a  hn'e  and  inclination  for 
Nature's  sovereign  labor,  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil;  and  this  admirable  characteristic 
was  carefiill)'  trained  1)V  his  father,  who  im- 
parted to  his  sun  a  tlioiou^h  and  complete 
knmvled^e  of  a_i;riculture  in  all  its  many 
branches.  lie  receivetl  the  best  possible  edu- 
cation to  be  obtainetl  in  the  common  schools, 
and  on  becoming'  of  age  assumed  full  manage- 
ment of  the  old  home  farm,  which  he  still 
owns,  at  a  later  [)eriod  lemoxing  to  Bliss, 
where  he  has  since  resided. 

( )n  the  1st  of  JanuarN',  1859,  Mr.  Howes 
was  united  in  mairiage  with  Miss  Charity 
Hiller,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  I.  Miller.  Mr. 
Hi  Her  was  a  native  o|  the  town  of  h^agle,  and 
was  a  master  cai|)enter.  His  wife  was  Mary 
Pool;  and  lo  them  were  born  eight  children, 
six  of  whom  are  still  li\'ing — Marie,  Jane 
Ann,  Harriett,  John  N.,  Charity,  and  Mary. 
The  father  died  in  Castile,  at  the  age  of 
eighty;  and  the  mother  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howes 
have  one  son,  John,  wlio  married  Miss  Carrie 
Hurlburt.     He  is  manager  of  the  foundry. 

Mr.  Howes  has  been  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  for  nearl)'  fort}'  years,  and  is 
connected  with  Wyoming  Chapter,  No.  181, 
Knights  Templars.  He  has  filled  various 
offices  in  the  lodge.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  has  ser\'ed  as  .Supervisor  and 
Cid lector  two  terms  and  as  Hoan  Commis- 
sionei'  six  )'ears.  In  his  religious  views  he  is 
lil)eral,  but  alwa)s  read)'  to  champion  the 
right,  i 


Yp)TO\VDIN   C0\T:Y,  a  shrewd  and  care- 
I L  j      ful  business   man,  and  one  of  Dal- 
1 19  I        ton's     most      respected  citizens, 
— ^  engaged    in    agricultural  pursuits 
upon  arriving  at  the  estate  of  manhood,  and 
with  marked  energy,  enterprise,  and  judicious 
management   prosecuted   his   chosen  calling, 
meeting  with  uidiounded  success,  and  adding 
greatly  each  changing  season  to  his  material 
wealtli.     He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 


having  been  Ijorn  in  Monroe  Count)',  October 
2,  1830. 

Mr.  Covey's  father,  i'lldacdi  Ccjvey,  was 
born  in  C(dund)ia  Count)',  in  the  town  of 
Co.xsackie,  and  while  a  resident  of  that  place 
learned  the  tratle  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner, 
which  he  followed  as  a  means  of  earning  a 
livelih(Jod.  He  was  located  for  a  time  in 
Monroe  Count)-,  but  remo\'ed  to  Livingston 
County  in  1840,  settling  in  Mount  Morris, 
where  he  followetl  his  tratle  for  upward  of 
twoscore  years.  In  1884  he  removed  to  Iowa, 
making  his  home  with  one  of  his  sons,  and 
there  departed  this  life  at  the  \'enerable  age 
of  tourscore  and  four  )ears.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Rachel  Ih>wdin,  a  daughter  of 
John  Howdin,  of  .Seneca  Count)',  and  to  them 
six  children  were  born,  namely:  Pluebe,  who 
now  lives  in  Wisconsin;  Naomi,  a  resident  of 
Allegany  County;  haios,  who  is  tleceased; 
Tamer,  also  deceased;  Ann,  \vho  resides  in 
Milwaukee,  Wis.  ;  and  Howdin,  (jf  whom  we 
write.  The  mother  tiled  in  the  town  of 
Nunda. 

The  early  )'ears  of  the  subject  of  this  per- 
sonal narration  were  si)ent  in  the  place  of  his 
I  birth,  ami  his  education  was  ]jrincipally  ac- 
j  quired  in  the  schocds  of  Parma.  As  soon  as 
old  enough  to  become  self-supporting,  Mr. 
Covey  secured  work  as  a  farm  laborer,  and 
worketl  one  year  for  Captain  Bagley,  of 
Numla.  Naturall)'  intlustrious  and  cultivat- 
ing the  si)irit  of  econonr)'  and  thi-ift,  he  saved 
part  of  his  hartl-earned  wages,  and  with  this 
monc)'  purchased  a  farm  in  Allegany  Count)', 
where  he  engaged  in  rnixetl  husbandry  until 
1859.  Having  an  op[>ortunity  to  sell  at  an 
advantage,  Mr.  Covey  then  disposed  of  his 
propert)'  th.ere,  and  returning  to  Mount  }>Iorris 
engaged  in  general  farniing  ami  stock-raising 
until  1891,  when  he  bought  the  house  and  lot 
where  he  now  li\'es  at  ]3alton.  He  ma)'  l)e 
properl)'  raid'Ced  among  the  self-made  men  of 
the  county,  having  begun  his  career  at  the 
foot  t)f  the  laddei'  of  life,  but  by  energetic 
labor  and  pi'udent  management  has  worked  his 
way  towanl  the  summit  of  success.  In  what- 
ever conimunit)'  lie  has  resided  Mr.  Co\ey 
has  made  iiis  inlluence  fell,  and  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  local  affairs,  luuing  served 
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as  ]-"xci.se  Commissioner  nine  years,  and  in 
1891  was  appointed  I  I  i^i;h\vay  Commissioner. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, l)eloiiL:;inL;"  to  Kisacjua  Lodge  at 
Nunila.  In  i)olitics  he  is  a  sound  Democrat, 
and  cast  his  tii-st  I'resitlential  vote  in  1856  for 
James  Buchanan. 

With  the  natural  desire  to  establish  a  home 
ami  snrrountl  himself  with  domestic  ties,  I\Ir. 
Cove}'  wedded  Miss  Laura  Jones,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Loretta  Jones;  and  she  has 
been  to  him  a  mo.st  de\oted  companion  and 
counsellor.  Sori'ow,  hnwevcr,  has  not  passed 
them  b)'  untiUKhed,  luit  has  laid  its  chasten- 
ing hand  heavily  upon  them  in  the  death  of 
their  three  beautiful  children,  leaving  their 
home  desolate  and  childless ;  but  their  hearts 
are  cheered  and  uidifted  by  the  abiding  faith 
that  assures  them  a  joyful  reunion  in  the 
eternal  world  l)e)(ui(.l. 


I'RLMIAII  C.  RIPP1<:Y,  of  the  town  of 
York,  was  born  in  Ontario  County, 
New  York,  on  the  14th  of  November, 
1827.  1 1  is  grantlfather,  John  Rippey, 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  State 
he  always  lived.  George  Rippey,  the  father 
of  Jeremiah  C,  was  a  tanner  and  currier  in 
Penns)lvania,  and  did  not  migrate  from  that 
section  until  his  maturity,  recei\ing  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
State.  Upon  his  arrival  in  Ontario  County 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  one  hundred  acres, 
which  had  ne\er  been  turned  by  S])ade  or  har- 
row. Here  he  built  a  fiame  house,  and  be- 
fore his  death  had  cleared  not  only  this  tract, 
but  also  two  other  neighboring  ones,  which 
he  had  purchased.  His  wife,  also  a  Pennsyl- 
vanian,  was  IMiss  Margery  Charnberline. 
Eight  children  were  l)orn  to  this  couple,  as 
follows:  John;  Hamilton;  Mary  A.;  Sarah; 
George  O.  ;  Jeremiah  C. ;  P'lizabcth  (first), 
who  died  in  infancy;  and  Elizabeth.  The 
father  died  when  eighty-two  years  old,  his 
wife  ile])arting  this  life  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three. 

Jeremiah  C.  Rip|)ey,  whose  name  is  the 
caption  of  this  sketch,  was  educated  in  the 
district    schools     of     Ontario    County,  and 


worked  on  the  homestead  fai'm  until  he  was 
thirty-six  years  old,  ha\  ing  during  that  time 
gradually  bought  out  llu-  lu  irs.  i'"inding  him- 
sell  the  sole  owner  ol  the  instate,  he  tiaded  the 
place  for  a  farm  in  Michigan,  to  which  he 
moved,  and  where  he  reui, lined  lor  six  )'i_-ars. 
In  187U  the  Michigan  larm  was  exchanged  for 
the  one  in  the  town  of  Y(U"k  upon  which  he 
now  resides. 

In  January,  1865,  Mr.  Rippe}'  married  Miss 
Laura  P'aton,  a  daughter  of  Jesse  ICaton,  of 
Dundee,  ^"ates  Count}'.  'Pliis  union  has  been 
blessed  with  tour  chi  Idren Sarah  Ham- 
ilton, Jesse,  ami  M.  lielle.  Hamilton  mai-- 
ried  Miss  Panma  Biggart,  of  York,  and  is  a 
fainier  in  this  town.  Sarah  has  been  for  sev- 
eral terms  a  teacher  in  the  village  schocds. 

Mr.  Rippey  has  served  as  Highway  Com- 
missioner, and  proved  himself  an  efficient  and 
active  officer.  P'rom  185J,  when  he  cast  his 
first  Presidential  \ote  [or  P'ranklin  Pierce,  he 
has  been  faithful  to  the  principles  held  by 
that  political  party  of  the  I'nited  States  known 
as  the  Democracy.  Both  husband  and 'wife 
are  uuited  b}'  the  bond  ot  a  common  laith,  and 
are  mendx-rs  of  the  Liiiled  Presb\terian 
church. 


I'.ORGP:  S.  PIiTNA:\P  of  Mount  :\[or- 
ris,  occupies  a  high  social  jiosition 


among  its  residents.  He  is  of  New 
ind  ancestry  and  birth,  the  town  of  Dal- 
which    is   picturesquely   situated  among 


I'Ug 

ton, 

the  hills  of  lieikshire  County,  Mass.,  I)eing 
the  place  of  his  nati\  il\',  and  August  (),  I  S40, 
his  nalal  day.  His  father,  .Sai'dis  I'utnam,- 
was  born  in  ]\I  iddlefirld,  Mass.;  and  the 
grandfather,  James  Putnam,  was,  as  far  as 
known,  a  lite-long  resident  of  that  Massachu- 
setts town. 

Sardis  Putnam  learned  the  trade  of  shoe- 
making  in  the  days  of  his  earl}-  manliood.  and 
after  following  that  occuixition  in  Mitldletield 
and  Dalton  iny  a  number  of  }  ears  migrated  to 
this  .State,  locating  at  Ca}'uga  Bridge,  Ca}uga 
County,  in  1850.  After  a  short  residence 
there  he  removed  to  Montezuma,  where  lie 
lived  a  few  months.  Coining  then  to  Mount 
Morris,  he  became  identified  with  its  citizen- 
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shii)  until  callcil  from  earthly  scenes  in  1852, 
beini;-  then  [iri)--.si\  )-eLir.s  uf  ai;e.  His  wife, 
who  in  the  (la\'s  <it  luT  niaiilenhooti  was  Dor- 
cas Starr,  was  a  iiati\  e  of  i\l  iiKlleiielcl,  Mass., 
aiul  a  sister  (jf  Martin  Stair,  a  brief  sketch  of 
whose  life  is  ;j,i\-en  in  connection  with  the 
history  of  Samuel  Starr,  which  may  be  found 
on  another  pai^e  of  this  worl-:.  She  lived  to 
the  ach'anced  a;j;e  of  sevent)--seven  years,  and 
was  the  mother  of  five  children;  namely, 
I-'rank,  Geor;j;e  S.,  Martha,  Mary,  and  lulwin. 

(ie{)rL;e  S.  rulnam.  of  whom  we  write,  was 
ten  \ears  of  a-e  when  lie  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Ca\-u_L;a  Count}'.  lie  received  a  suIj- 
stantial  etlucation;  but,  ere  he  had  settled  to 
any  tlecided  occupation,  the  tocsin  of  war 
resounded  throughout  tlie  land,  wakening  the 
slumbering  hres  of  ixitriotism  in  many  a 
breast;  and  in  August,  1S62,  Mr.  Putnam 
took  his  place  with  the  Ijrave  volunteers,  en- 
listing as  a  member  of  Comi)any  H,  One  Mun- 
ch'ed  and  Thirtieth  New  \'ork  Volunteer  In- 
fanlr)-,  which  the  following  year  was  changed 
to  the  New  \'ork  Dragoons.  lie  serveil  with 
his  regiment,  which  was  one  of  the  most  ac- 
ti\e  of  the  entire  army,  until  the  close  of  tlie' 
war,  and  was  an  active  participant  in  forty- 
four  engagements.  During  the  battle  of  Cold 
Harbor  he  was  severe])  wounded,  and  doomed 
to  hospital  life  for  three  or  four  months,  but 
subsequent  1\  rejoineil  his  regiment,  remaining 
with  it  imtil  alter  the  grand  review,  and  was 
lionorably  tlischai-ged  in  June,  1865. 

Returning  to  Mount  Morris,  Mr.  Putnam 
was  employe'd  at  different  kinds  of  work  until 
1871,  when  he  went  to  Patavia,  and  was  there 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brooms  for  a 
number  of  )'ears.  In  187S  he  and  his  wile 
accepted  positions  as  teacliers  in  the  Institute 
for  the  Pliivl  at  Patavia,  remaining  there  four 
\eai-s,  at  the  expiiMtion  of  whicli  time  the)' 
came  to  Ab>unt  IMorris.  iMr.  Putnam  has 
since  been  associated  with  Samuel  Starr  in 
farming,  they  carrying  on  an  extensive  busi- 
ness. In  1866  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mar)'  jolmson,  a  native  of  Mount 
Morris,  and  a  daughter  of  John  Johnson. 

Mr.  Putnam  is  a  num  of  influence  in  his 
comnnniity,  and  is  ]irominently  identified 
with  many  social  organizations,  being  a  mem- 


ber of  J.  K.  Lee  Post,  No.  281,  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  of  Mount  .Moia  is  Lodge,  No. 
122,  A.  h\  &  A.  M.,  of  Mount  Morris  Cliaii- 
ter.  No.  137,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Pelwcjod  Lodge, 
No.  315,  Indepeiulent  (,  )rdei'  of  Odd  I'Ydlows, 
and  of  Alert  Council,  No.  25,  E.  K.  O.  R. 


WA  /  ^^^^'^^"^^^  F.  JOHNSON,  a  well- 
Y/^A/  known  business  man  of  W)'oming 
(_"ount)',  an  extenhi\'e  dealer  in  all 
kinds  of  general  merchandihc  at  Gainesville, 
was  born  in  this  town,  January  19,  1842. 
His  fathei',  James  Johnson,  was  a  native  of 
Montgomery  County  in  this  State,  and  was 
the  son  of  Sim[)son  Johnson,  also  of  that 
county,  who  removed  to  Gainesville,  where  he 
spent  his  declining  years.  James  Johnson 
learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  which  he 
followed  exclusively  for  a  time;  and  when,  on 
coming  t(j  Gainesville,  he  spent  his  da)'s  in 
clearing  and  imj^irox'ing  his  tract  of  timber 
land,  he  worke<l  at  his  trade  in  the  ex'ening. 
Here  he  soon  established  a  shop,  in  which  he 
manufactured  shoes  for  the  ti'ade,  the  shoes 
being  hand-made,  of  course,  and  in.  much  tle- 
mand.  He  later  entered  mercantile  business 
in  I'last  Pike,  which  he  conducted  for  twenty 
years,  and  died  there  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six.  James  Johnson  had  tliree  children  by 
his  first  wife.  His  second  wife  was  IClizabeth 
PTlis,  who  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Pike,  where 
her  father,  John  1^11  is,  was  a  farmer  and 
among  the  earl\'  settlers  of  that  tt)wn.  She 
reared  six  children  —  Norman,  John,  Will- 
iam I'".,  Lmeline,  Atleline,  and  Catharine  — 
all  of  whom  aie  living.  Norman  resides  on 
the  old  hoiiiestead.  'I'he  niother  died  at  La- 
niont,  or  F.ast  Pike,  at  the  age  of  seventv- 
eight.  The  parents  wei'e  members  of  the 
Methodist  church. 

W'illiam  V .  Johnson  Sjicnt  his  earl)'  boy- 
hood in  Gainesville,  and  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years  removed  with  his  parents  to  Pike,  where 
he  worked  in  his  father's  shoj)  until  fifteen 
years  of  age.  He  then  connnenced  business 
on  his  own  account,  having  a  severe  struggle; 
but  in  1865  he  succeeded  in  establishing  him- 
self on  firm  ground,  and  had  a  shop  in  which 
he  eniployed  seven  men  and  in  which  he  con- 
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tinned  for  one  year.  lie  then  went  to  Michi- 
gan; Init  after  a  brief  sojourn  in  that  State 
lie  returnetl  to  (jaines\'ille,  and  purchaseil  a 
house,  together  with  a  slioe-shop,  in  which  he 
resunied  his  trade.  He  soon  commenced  to 
increase  his  business  by  purchasing  ready- 
made  boots  and  slioes  in  small  quantities,  and 
in  1 87 1  establislietl  liimself  as  a  grocer  and 
shoe  dealer,  purchasing  thirteen  hundred  dol- 
lars' worth  of  groceries.  Continuing  to  ad- 
vance in  jirosperity,  later  he  moved  to  his 
present  store,  which  he  enlarged  from  twenty- 
six  by  forty  feet  to  twenty-six  by  eighty;  antl 
his  present  stock  of  goods  is  the  largest  in 
Wyoming  County,  including  groceries,  dry 
goods,  notions,  ready-made  clothing,  wall 
papers,  paints  and  oils,  crockery,  glass-ware, 
carpets,  oil  cloths,  and  other  articles  of  every- 
day need.  He  also  has  a  complete  stock  of 
drugs,  being  a  licensed  druggist.  He  has  a 
large  library,  comprising  stantlard  historical 
and  other  books  and  choice  works  of  rtction. 
He  started  in  business  with  nothing  for  a 
capital  but  brains  and  energy,  and  with  these 
he  has  establishetl  a  successful  and  highly 
lucrative  trade. 

In  1866  Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Uorcas  Ticc,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Tice,  a  farmer,  formerly  of  Springville,  who 
died  in  Lamont.  Mr.  Johnson  by  this  his 
first  marriage  had  one  daughter,  who  married 
Walter  F.  Webb,  a  dealer  in  minerals  and  a 
taxidermist,  who  mounts  and  sells  all  kinds 
of  stuffed  birds  and  animals.  They  have  one 
child,  Ruth  May.  Mr.  Johnson's  first  wife 
died  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church. 
His  second  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Jennie  K.  Mason,  was  born  at  Orchard  Park, 
daughter  of  Andrew  S.  Mason,  a  ship  carpen- 
ter, the  father  of  Charles  R.  Mason,  a  sketch 
of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  four  chikh-en  — 
Morencc  M.,  Mason  F.,  James  Arthur,  and 
Charles  Gecu'ge. 

In  politics  Mr.  Johnson  has  always  l)een  a 
Democrat,  but  will  iri  the  future  vote  the  Re- 
publican ticket.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  are 
very  prominent  members  of  the  Methodist 
church  at   Gainesville.     He  was  formerly  a 


member  of  the  Congregational  churcli,  having 
held  many  offices  in  that  (lenomiiiatinn.  lie 
takes  a  great  interest  in  churcli  attairs,  and 
was  superintendent  of  tlie  Siinday-schotd  of 
the  Congregational  churcli  tor  many  )'ears, 
doing  inucli  to  sustain  and  increase  its  useful- 
ness. Mr.  Johnson  has  worked  liis  way  up  to 
a  high  position  in  the  mercantile  workl ;  and 
his  success  may  be  largely  attributed  to  his 
rigid  honesty  and  integrity,  as  well  as  to  his 
good  judgment  and  his  adhei'ence  to  good  busi- 
ness methods. 


sided 


OMh:R  SACKhyrT,  superintendent  of 
water-works  in  Avon,  N.V.,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Mendon,  Mon- 
roe County,  in  1823.  He  has  re- 
in Avon  for  more  than  forty  years,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  widely  known  and  highly 
respected  citizens  of  this  beautiful  town,  hold- 
ing an  important  public  office,  the  duties  of 
which  he  most  ably  performs.  His  father. 
Colonel  Orange  Sackett,  was  a  native  of  War- 
ren, Conn.  ;  and  his  grandfather.  Homer  Sack- 
ett, whose  name  he  bears,  was  a  life-long 
resident  of  that  State,  being  a  farmer  by  occu 
pation  from  first  to  last. 

Colonel  Orange  Sackett  came  to  Monroe 
County,  New  York,  about  1815,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  followed  a  variety  of  call- 
ings, such  as  farming,  selling  goods  in  gen- 
eral stores,  Luul  school  teaching.  He  is  still 
remembered  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
teachers  in  that  region.  h'inally  he  opened  a 
general  merchandise  store  on  Iiis  own  account 
at  Riga,  Monroe  County,  and  after  carr\'ing  it 
on  for  fourteen  years  sold  out,  and  removed  to 
the  town  of  York,  Livingston  County,  where 
he  bought  a  farm  of  six  hundred  acres,  only 
twenty  acres  of  which  were  cleared.  This 
was  in  1833,  or  elewn  years  after  his  mar- 
riage. The  first  work  he  had  to  do  on 
his  uniniiiroved  farm,  which  was  \-er\-  nearly  a 
square  mile  in  area,  was  to  repair  the  old  log 
house;  and  in  this  he  and  his  family  lix'ed  for 
many  years.  In  1822  Colonel  Sackett  was 
married  to  Amanda  Minerva  Sheldon,  of  the 
town  of  Sheffield,  Berkshire  County,  Mass. 
Tney  reared  eight  children,   four  boys  and 
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four  j^irls;  ami  at  the  [jrcsciit  writing  l)ut  one 
member  ni  {his  larL;e  family  has  been  removed 
b)'  ilcath.  A  portion  uf  the  (irii;'inal  farm 
still  remains  in  IIk'  possession  ol  the  SacketL 
famih',  it  hein;;"  owned  b)'  Samuel,  the  fifth 
ell  i  Id  l)oi  ii  to  Cohiuel  ( )ranL;e  and  Amanda. 

Their  firril-l)orn  was  Ilomei',  tlie  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  \v,is  ten  )  ears  old  when  they 
removed  to  Voik.  Me  received  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  echieation  in  the  Monroe  County 
district  schools,  and  then  attended  an  acad- 
emy in  Connecticut,  and  later  the  Idma  Semi- 
nary. Like  his  grandfather,  Momer  Sackett 
has  al\va)s  been  a  farmer;  antl  on  April  4, 
1853,  he  came  to  Avon,  anil  lented  one  of  the 
Wadsworth  farms.  After  li\ing  there  for 
about  eighteen  )ears,  in  1871  he  bought  the 
farm  he  now  occupies,  l  ie  has  erected  new 
buildings,  and  has  improx'ed  the  property  in 
various  other  ways,  it  now  being  considered 
one  of  the  most  desirable  estates  in  this 
section. 

\'er}'  nearl)'  half  a  century  ago,  in  1846, 
Homer  Sackett  married  Margaret  McKenzie, 
(.laughter  of  John  IJ.  and  Catherine  (Mc- 
Arthur)  McKen/.ie.  Mr.  Jolm  D.  McKen- 
zie's  father  came  from  Scotland  with  his  wife 
and  seven  children,  settled  in  York,  and  had 
thi-ee  childi-en  born  to  him  after  his  arrival  in 
this  countr)'.  He  took  up  a  farm  at  York  in 
1804,  and  passetl  the  rest  of  his  days  there, 
d)'ing  in  1826.  Mrs.  Sackett's  j.iarents  moved 
to  Canada,  where  her  mother  died.  Her 
tather  married  again,  removed  to  Winnipeg, 
and  there  made  his  liome  till  his  death. 

Homer  Sackett  has  five  chiUlren  living  — 
Orange,  ]",dgai-  G.,  Charles  11.,  Sarah  A.,  and 
Cora  M.  Orange  married  I'dla  l^riggs,  re- 
sides in  Iowa,  and  has  one  child  —  Irma 
Sackett.  Mdgar  married  y\delaide  Brayton, 
and  has  two  children  —  lulgar  C.  and  Carrie. 
Charles  mai'ried  llattie  Robinson,  and  has  two 
children  —  Homer  and  Margaret.  Sarah  mar- 
ried Charles  F.  Gwynne,  and  has  two  children 
—  Cora  M.  and  ITIa  Gwynne;  and  Cora  M. 
Sackett  married  Samuel  P.  llarman,  and  has 
four  children  —  Orange  S.,  Samuel  P.,  Mar- 
gharita  D.,  and  Phoebe  A.  Harman. 

Mr.  Homer  Sackett  was  appointed  inspec- 
tor of  the  Avon  water-works  when  they  weie 


put  in,  in  1888,  and  now  holds  the  position 
of  superinteiident.  He  ser\ed  as  Supervisor 
of  the  town  in  1871,  has  been  Assessor  for 
fifteen  )'eai"s,  .md  has  disch.iiged  liis  lesixm- 
sible  duties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  retleet 
cretlit  on  himself  and  the  town  he  represents. 
He  cast  his  tirst  Presidential  \'ote  in  1844,  f^'J'' 
Henry  Clay,  but  has  been  a  Republican  since 
the  formation  of  that  party. 

A  speaking  likeness  of  Mr.  Sackett  will  be 
found  among  the  portraits  of  men  of  mark  in 
Liv  ingston  and  \\')-oming  Counties  that  illus- 
trate this  volume. 


-^URTON  C.  NICHOLS,  a  prominent 
citizen  ui  York,  was  born  in  Ben- 
"■-^  J  nington  County,  Vermont,  August 
3,  1 8 16.  His  grandfather,  James 
Nichols,  was  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  had  to  make  a  voyage  across 
the  Atlantic  in  onler  to  be  installed  in 
priestly  office,  there  being  at  that  time  no 
bishoj)  in  America.  The  father  of  Burton  C. 
Nichols,  Charles  Nichols,  was  a  native  of 
Vermont,  who  came  with  his  wife  and  three 
children  in  a  wagon  to  Genesee  County.  He 
took  u])  his  abotle  in  Bethany,  where  he  plied 
his  cobbler's  trade,  remaining  there  until  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  His  wife 
was  I\Lary  Bristol,  of  Vermont;  and  she  be- 
came the  mother  of  nine  children;  namely, 
Maiy,  Marshall,  (jaylord,  Chloe,  Cyrus,  Hor- 
ace, Ainy,  Anna,  and  Burton  C.  Cyrus  has 
chihlren  li\'ing  in  Genesee  County. 

Burton  C.  Nichols  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Genesee  County  and  at  Wyoming 
Academy.  After  reaching  man's  estate  he 
went  into  the  produce  business  in  Piffard, 
supplying  the  demands  of  the  Genesee  \"alley 
Canal  for  twent)'-eight  yeais.  When  the 
canal  was  abandoned,  he  ga\'e  ujj  this  busi- 
ness, and  became  a  farmei .  I'or  thirteen 
yeais  he  has  been  in  the  emplo\nicnt  of  the 
Craig  W.  Wadsworth  estate,  the  length  of 
this  engagement  being  conclusive  proof  of 
his  efficiency.  About  fifteen  years  ago  Mr. 
Nichols's  house  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Since 
that  time  he  has  erected  another  handsomer 
residence,  which  he  has  occuj)ied  since  Au- 
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gust  3,  18S7.  On  tlic  1 8th  of  February, 
1840,  he  mairird  IMiss  CharKottc  ITallack, 
chiu-htcr  of  Jnhu  1).  and  Sarah  (]5artliolf) 
IlaUack,  of  J)clhany,  (iencscc  County.  They 
have  reai'ed  tour  chihh'en,  as  follows:  Geor^jX' 
A.,  I'llen,  Charles  ]!.,  and  Marshall  II. 
Georg'e  A.  mairied  Miss  Kitty  Fish;  and 
they  have  a  fainil)'  i»t  lour  sons  —  Lee,  Hurton, 
Theodore,  and  Harold.  Marshall  niari-ied 
Miss  Nellie  Carroll. 

I5urton  C.  Nielnds  has  held  prominent 
offiees  in  the  t(j\vji  and  county.  He  has  been 
Assessor  for  twelve  )'ears,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
nine  \'ears,  and  Ili-hway  Commissioner  for 
several  )-ears.  He  has  been  a  faithful  adlie- 
rent  to  the  Ivepubl i can  |iarty  since  1840,  when 
he  cast  his  fii'st  vote  for  William  H.  Harri- 
son in  the  "  Tijipecaniie  "  campaign. 


NDRP:\\'  J.  burroughs,  a  substan- 
tial  and  enter[jrising  agriculturist  of 
the  town  of  Portage,  is  engaged  in 
general  farming,  to  which  he  de- 
votes his  entire  attention,  and  is  meeting  with 
unbounded  success.  He  is  an  extensive  real 
estate  owner,  being  the  i)Ossessor  of  one  hun- 
dred and  si\ty-f(jui"  acres  of  choice  land,  all  of 
which  is  under  a  good  state  of  improvement, 
the  whole  constituting  one  of  the  finest  pieces 
of  property  in  the  community.  A  native  of 
the  Fmpire  .State,  Mr.  ]?urroughs  first  opened 
his  e)'es  to  the  light  of  this  beautiful  world  in 
the  town  of  I'\i)ette,  .Seneca  County,  on  the 
24th  of  April,  1835,  being  a  son  of  Philip 
Burroughs,  who  was  born  in  New  Jer.-^ey. 
The  latter  removed  with  his  family  from  Sen- 
eca County  to  Portage  in  1837,  niaking  the 
three  days'  journey  with  teams.  He  bought 
fifty  acres  of  land  from  William  Marks,  and 
to  this  added  other  land  by  purchase,  at  one 
time  l)eing  the  owner  of  three  hundred  acres. 
In  addition  to  farming  he  was  for  several 
years  the  ])roprietor  ami  manager  of  a  good 
hotel,  which  was  well  patronized,  and  added 
many  tlollais  to  his  purse.  .Soon  after  becom- 
ing a  landhoUler,  his  i)roperty  was  damagetl 
by  the  canal  ;  and  he  was  awarded  eight  hun- 
dred dollars  by  the  canal  company  as  imlem- 
nification.     From  the  days  of  his  youth  he 


was  an  anient  pjatriot,  ami  during  the  War  of 
1812  served  as  a  V(dunteei'  soldier.  To  him 
and  his  wile,  Anna  (  Parkn  )  iJunuughs,  sc\en 
children  weie  boi  ii  ;  n.iinely,  Carlton,  Jon.i- 
than,  -Samanlha,  Jer/Jne,  Aaion,  Alma,  and 
vXmlrew  J.  Aaron  ser\ed  in  the  late  Rebell- 
ion for  a  term  of  three  years. 

'Pile  subject  of  this  brief  biogi'aphical  notice 
was  so  )oung  when  he  came  with  liis  parents 
U)  Portage  that  he  remembers  no  otlier  hijiiic. 
He  recei\'cd  his  education  in  the  [lublic 
schools,  antl  as  soon  as  ph)sically  able  began 
working  on  the  farm,  and  has  continued  thus 
em|)lo\'ed  the  greater  part  of  the  time  since, 
ha\'ing  remaiin-d  on  the  paternal  homestead. 
.After  the  death  of  hi.-,  father  Mr.  Burroughs 
inherited  the  farm  which  he  now  owns,  and  in 
its  care  and  cultivation  has  spared  neither 
pains  nor  expense.  He  has  erected  conven- 
ient and  commodious  farm  buildings,  besides 
adding  other  necessary  imi)rovements ;  and  his 
home,  with  its  surroundings,  denotes  to  the 
most  casual  eye  the  su|)er\  ision  of  ;in  intelli- 
gent farmer  and  a  cajjable  business  m.m. 

The  ceremony  uniting  the  destinies  of  An- 
tlrew  J.  Burroughs  and  ICllen  H.  Gujjtill,  of 
iVllegaii)'  County,  took  place  January  6,  1S66; 
and  one  child  has  been  born  to  them,  Inez  I., 
who  is  the  w  ife  of  I-'red  Willett,  of  Portage, 
and  the  motliei"  of  a  bright  little  boy,  named 
Claude  L.  Socially,  Mi".  Burroughs  is  a 
lirominent  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  in  jiolitics  is  closely  identified  with 
the  Democratic  jiarty,  having  cast  his  vote 
with  that  organization  since  1856,  when  he 
threw  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  James 
Buchanan.  He  has  never  asjiired  t(j  political 
ofifice,  but  has  served  one  term  as  Supervisoi', 
giving  excellent  satisfaction  to  his  tellow- 
townsmen. 


OIIN  HOWDEN,  a  resident  of  Silver 
.S|irings,  Wyoming  County,  foreman 
for  the  Worcester  .Salt  Works,  and 
maiiagei'  of  the  faiau  eonnecled  with 
these  works,  was  born  in  \'oikshire,  l^ngland, 
May  12,  1847.  His  father,  James  Howden. 
was  also  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  as  was  his 
grandfather,  who  was  a  laborer.    James  How- 
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(Icn  coiiinicncL'd  life  as  a  farm  laborer  in 
i'jiLflaiul,  and  later  l)ecame  a  farm  super- 
intendent, which  position  he  held  until  his 
death,  at  the  at;e  (jf  si.\ty-eiL;ht.  Mr.  llow- 
den's  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Maiy 
Ann  PiL;"ott,  reared  ti\e  cliiUhen.  She  is 
now  (iiSijS)  si.\ty-hve  years  old,  and  lives 
ill  Yorkshire,  ]",ngland,  as  do  four  of  her 
children,  namely:  llenr)',  who  resides  in 
I'higland,  and  was  fcjrmerly  a  miner;  Diana; 
Anthon)',  a  minci';  and  ICmma.  A  daughter, 
Harriet,  is  the  wile  of  'I'lionias  Kemj'),  of 
Terry,  N.V. 

J(jlin  llciwtlen  s()enl  his  early  years  in  ICng- 
land,  whei"e  he  followed  the  vocation  of  a 
farmer,  and  later  that  of  sniK'rintendent  of  a 
coal  mine,  having  charge  at  the  surface.  For 
some  length  of  time  before  coming  to  Amer- 
ica, which  was  in  1869,  he  worked  within  the 
mine.  Immediately  id'ter  his  arrival  in  New 
\'ork  he  went  to  Allegany  County,  and  there 
worked  loi'  a  tarmer  on  shares.  In  1875  he 
went  to  I'ei'ry,  where  he  also  did  farm  labor, 
and  later  engageil  as  a  mechanic  in  the  reaper 
works,  remaining  thi'ee  }'ears.  After  this  he 
resumed  farming  in  Castile,  which  he  con- 
tinued f(U"  five  years,  moving  from  there  to 
Sih'er  Springs,  where  he  carried  on  a  rented 
farm  for  live  \'eai's  moi'e.  Afte'r  vacating  this 
farm  he  pureliased  the  site  of  his  present  hue 
building,  which  is  si.\ty-fi\'e  by  ninety  feet, 
two  stories  high,  and  is  tlevoted  to  stores, 
offiees,  and  apartments.  In  1895  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Duncan  Salt  Comi)any, 
whei'e  lie  has  since  I'emainetl. 

In  1SG8  Mv.  llowden  was  uniteil  in  mar- 
riage to  Mar)'  .Ann  W'liardell,  daughter  of 
William  and  Iilizabelh  ((io.idard)  Whardell. 
She  was  the  only  one  of  a  famil)'  of  five  chil- 
ilren  who  e\'er  came  to  America,  the  rest  re- 
maining in  baiglantl,  where  the  mother  dieil 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  I  ler  father  was  a 
wood-worker  by  trade,  and  dietl  at  the  age  f)f 
sixty-two.  Her  parents  were  members  of  the 
!\Iethodist  church. 

Ml',  and  ;\Iis.  llowden  lost  their  only  child, 
a  son,  Hiram,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six.  He 
commenced  his  education  at  the  Tcriy  Acail- 
em\-,  where  he  graduated,  and  then,  after 
studying  at  Lima  two  terms,  went  to  the  Uni- 


versity (jf  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor.  grcuUiating 
after  a  four  years'  course  in  18.)^  as  a  mechan- 
ical engineer.  He  returned  to  his  home  onl\- 
to  be  stricken  with  a  disease  which  causeil 
his  ileath,   tJctober  31,  1894. 

Mr.  llowden  was  formerly  a  Republican  in 
politics,  but  is  now  a  Prohibitionist.  He  is 
a  h'orester,  and  a  member  of  the  .Sih'er 
S])rings  Lodge,  in  which  he  has  been  Vice- 
Chief  Ranger  one  term,  aiul  is  now  one  of  the 
Trustees.  He  is  I'resident  of  the  Cemeterx' 
Association,  also  he.id  ot  the  cummittee  lor 
the  incorporation  ol  the  town  ol  Siher 
Springs.  Mr.  and  Airs.  llowden  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  church,  of  which  he  is  a 
Trustee  and  a  leader  in  the  Biljle  class.  He 
is  Chairman  of  the  Hoard  ol  Trustees  of  the 
church.  Mr.  llowden  is  in  every  way  a  self- 
made  man,  ami  is  a  good  examjile  of  what 
industry  and  energ)'  will  do  toward  making  a 
man  successlul,  as  he  arrived  in  the  United 
.States  with  no  capital,  ami  has  attaineil  his 
liresent  position  solel)'  through  his  own 
efforts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howden  have  enjo}'ed 
a  most  happ)'  wedtled  life;  and  the  sad  alllic- 
tion  which  befell  them  in  the  untimely  taking 
off  of  tlieir  only  son,  of  whose  future  thev  had 
ever)'  reason  to  exi)eet  so  much,  was  their  rtrst 
sorrow.  He  was  an  exceedingly  intelligent 
ami  i>romising  )-oung  man,  and  his  death  is  a 
Ujss  t(j  the  cmnminiily. 


T^ORMAN   C.   ARNOLD,  a  citizen  of 
I  — 7     Mount    Morris,    Li\-ingston  County, 
I  Is  I        N.V.,  was  born  in  \'enice,  Ca\-uga 
Count)-,    N.Y.,    April    23,  1832. 
Mr.    Arnold    is   a   lineal   descendant  of  one 
William  Arnold,  who  was  born  in  Lngland  in 
1589,  ami  who  emigrated  to   ^Vmerica  about 
the   )'ear    1620,   hiecoming   one   of   the  early 
settlers   of   Rhotle  Island.     He  marrieil  and 
reared  three   sons  —  Benedict,    Thomas,  and 
Stei;)hen. 

His  son  .Ste|)hen  y\rnold,  i)orn  1623,  mar- 
ried .Sarah  .Smith,  tlaughter  of  ICdward  Smith, 
November  24,  1646.  His  scui,  Israel,  born 
October  30,  1649,  married  Mary  Smith,  a 
widow,  aiul  a  daughter  of  James  Barker.  His 
son,    TTisha,    married    Harriet,    daughter  of 
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Timothy  Ciirpcntci',  I  )cccnibcr  9,  1709.  His 
son,  James,  burn  .SL]-tcmbcr  3,  1719,  married 
I'^rcclovc,  (laughter  ol  Josiah  Burliiigamc,  De- 
ccml)cr  3,  1  740. 

(jicorgc  Arnold  son  ot  James  precetliiif;-, 
born  October  u,  1754,  the  grandfather  of  tlie 
subject  of  this  sketcii,  was  a  veteran  of  the 
Revcdiitionary  War,  and  for  his  services 
therein  was  awanleil  a  tract  of  land,  which  is 
now  included  within  the  limits  of  Venice,  Ca- 
yuga Count}',  X.W  He  married  Mary  Hop- 
kins, September  7,  1 78 1,  who  was  born  in 
Rhode  Island,  Au-ust  15,  1760.  They  set- 
tled upon  a  farm  in  Rhotle  Island  about  eight 
miles  from  Providence,  near  the  head  of  the 
Pawtucket  River,  ant!  the  nails  used  in  the 
construction  of  his  buildings  were  made  by 
a  blacksmith  on  the  anvil. 

He  lived  on  the  farm  nineteen  years,  and  in 
1800  left  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  hoping 
in  the  untlevelojied  country  of  New  \'ork, 
wliich  was  then  a  border  State,  to  acquire  a 
liomestead  for  himself  and  family.  'Phe  re- 
moval was  maile  with  a  cart  and  oxen  ;  and  on 
reaching  Steidientown,  Rensselaer  County,  he 
bought  one  hundretl  and  sixty  acres,  princi- 
])ally  timber  laml,  which  with  his  sons  he 
cleared  and  impr(jved.  He  resided  there  until 
his  death,  March  22,  \S2().  His  wife,  Mary, 
died  April  15,  1803.  I'\uirteen  children  were 
born  of  their  union,  six  sons  and  eight  daugh- 
ters; and  each  child  grew  to  maturity,  mar- 
ried, and  reared  a  family. 

Joseph  II.  Arnold,  son  of  George  and  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
in  Rhode  Island,  I'el)ruary  17,  1789,  and 
came  with  his  father  to  Stephentown  in  1800. 
In  iSii  he  and  his  brother,  Benjamin,  and 
wife,  made  the  journey  with  a  pair  of  horses 
and  lumber  wagon  to  Venice,  Cayuga  County, 
N.Y.,  an  1  hire  I  a  log  htnise  to  live  in  near 
the  eighty  acres  tleeded  to  them  by  their 
father.  They  jnirchased  more  land  in  after 
years,  until  they  had  in  one  piece  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-fne  acres..  In  1812  a  call 
was  made  lor  \olunteers,  and  Joseph  H.  Ar- 
nold was  the  first  volunteer  from  south  of 
Auburn  in  Cayuga  County.  The  same  sum- 
mer Benjamin  was  drafted,  and  went  to  I'ort 
lir'ic.     Joseph    was    a    member    of  Captain 


Burche's  Company,  and  inarched  to  Lewiston, 
being  under  the  conmiand  of  (jcneral  \'an 
Rensselaer.  On  October  13  Ceneral  \'an 
Rensselaer  ordered  the  attack  (Jii  <  Uieeiis- 
town,  and  about  tine  thousand  iiieii  crossed 
the  river  in  flat-boats.  John  Boles  and 
Joseph  H.  Arnold  were  the  onl)-  ones 
able  to  land  on  the  Canadian  sliore,  and 
Arnold  received  two  wounds.  In  the  charge 
made  by  the  British,  when  General  Brock 
received  his  death  wound,  Mr.  Arnold  was 
shot  in  the  body  and  taken  prisoner.  When 
the  British  surgeon  came  to  dress  their 
wounds,  lie  found  Mr.  Arnold  was  a  Mason, 
and  had  him  taken  to  the  house  of  a  brother 
of  the  same  order  and  kindly  cared  for ;  and 
through  the  Masonic  Order  wonl  was  sent  to 
Cayuga  County,  and  a  Mason  by  the  name  of 
Tabor  rode  on  horseback  to  Buffalo,  leading 
a  horse,  upon  which  Mr.  Arnold  returned  to 
his  home. 

On  PV'bruary  4,  1813,  Joseph  H.  Arnold 
was  united  in  marriage  in  Ivensselaer  County, 
N.Y.,  to  Susanna  Gardner,  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island,  wdiere  her  birth  occurred  June  24, 
1793.  Her  parents  were  of  Ouaker  descent. 
The  wedding  trip  was  made  in  a  wagon  to  the 
farm  in  Cayuga  County.  In  a  humble  catiin 
tlic)'  began  their  weddeil  life,  which  was 
fraught  with  as  much  haiJpiness  as  falls  to  the 
common  lot  of  mortals.  Many  trials  and 
tribulations  beset  the  pathwa)'  of  the  early  pio- 
neer; but  with  the  bravery  and  courage  t)])i- 
cal  of  the  early  settler  each  obstacle  was 
overcome,  and  as  time  rolled  by  the  laml  was 
subdued,  and  a  fine  agricultural  region  was 
developed  from  the  wilderness.  When  J(.)sei)h 
H.  Arnold  settled  in  X'enice,  there  were 
neither  railwa)s  nor  canals  spanning  the 
country,  the  Erie  Canal  not  being  built  until 
many  years  later;  and  he  was  obliged  to  team 
his  surplus  grain  and  product  to  Albaii)'. 
But  notwithstanding  all  these  tlisadvantages 
he  succeeded  in  clearing  his  land,  and  there 
resided  until  his  de])arture  from  this  life, 
September  16,  1834.  11  is  wife,  who  sur\  i\ed 
him,  lived  until  May  11,  18S2,  when,  she 
passed  away,  full  of  years  and  honors.  .She 
bore  him  ten  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
adult  life. 
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Norman  C.  Ariiukl,  the  subject  of  this 
sketcli,  was  the  y()unii;est  (if  the  family,  being 
only  two  years  old  when  his  father  died;  and 
he  was  i-eared  in  i)aths  of  wisdom  and  virtue 
by  his  good  mother,  who  instilled  into  his 
mind  those  sturdy  and  self-reliant  qualities 
whieh  have  been  his  distinguishing  traits 
through  life.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
took  charge  of  the  home  farm;  and,  when  he 
reached  the  estate  of  manhood,  he  and  his 
brother  Simon  bought  the  (dd  homestead,  and 
carried  it  on  in  partnership  for  years.  In 
December,  1862,  Mr.  Arnold  was  appointed 
Deputy  Revenue  Collector  for  the  South  Dis- 
trict of  Cayuga  County,  and  November  11, 
1 871,  was  appointed  Agent  of  the  New  York 
&  Oswego  Midland  Railr(xid  Company  by 
D.  C.  Littlejohn,  ['resident  of  the  road,  with 
authority  to  purchase  right  of  way  and  mate- 
rials to  construct  the  road.  In  March,  1876, 
Mr.  Arnold  went  to  I'hiladelphia,  having 
charge  of  the  Auburn  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany and  I{mpire  Wringer  Company  exhibits 
at  the  Centennial,  and  was  on  the  grounds 
every  day  during  the  six  months  of  the  Cen- 
tennial. In  the  winter  of  1876  he  went  to 
Kansas,  and  became  interested  in  the  sale  of 
lands  of  the  Fort  .Scott  iS:  (iulf  Railroad  Com- 
]iany,  which  lands  included  the  larger  portion 
of  the  six  south-east  counties  of  the  State; 
and  for  a  nundjer  of  years  he  conducted  excur- 
sions to  Kansas,  which  resulted  in  taking 
many  settlers  into  the  State.  In  1877  he 
moved  to  Mount  Morris,  where  he  has  since 
resided. 

On  November  19,  1857,  Mr.  Arnold  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mary  K.  Bills,  daughter 
of  Benjamin  Bills,  of  .Mount  Morris,  anil  a 
lady  of  great  personal  worth.  Her  death  oc- 
curred Nt)vend)er  5,  1885.  Both  she  and  Mr. 
Arnokl  were  members  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Auburn.  January  23,  1888,  Mr. 
i\rn(dd  marrieil  Carrie  b".  Noble,  a  native  of 
Clinton,  (Oneida  County,  N.Y.,  and  youngest 
daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  W.  H.  Noble,  of 
Mount  Morris,  who  emigrated  from  Clinton  to 
Mount  Morris  in  1 85C. 

Mr.  Arnold  has  always  commanded  the  re- 
spect and  conhtlence  of  all  those  with  whom 
he  has  had  business  relations. 


(^TY^THUR  SlAVb:LL  AM.  ALl'RblD 
n\  CLARKI':  GILHl'RT,  residents  of 
/jr\  the  town  ol  Avon,  are  nati\es  of 
— '  this  town,  Arthur  having  been  born 
here  on  the  twentieth  day  of  July,  1856, 
while  All  red  was  boin  the  tenth  ihi)'  ot 
January,  1858.  'I  hey  are  the  proprietors  and 
managers  of  a  mill  propert)-,  which  came 
uiulei-  the  control  of  their  father  forty  }ears 
ago,  in  1855,  and  are  j)robably  best  known  to 
most  of  the  residents  of  this  section  as  Gil- 
bert Brothers,  for  that  is  the  style  under 
which  they  carry  on  the  old-establisheil  and 
poinilar  enteiprise  oi  whieh  they  ai'e  the 
proprietors. 

Their  father,  Charles  Sewell  Giboert,  was 
an  l']ngl ishniaii  b)'  biith,  he  liaving  been  born 
at  Mutford  Hall,  Suffolk,  Fngland,  January 
5,  1817.  I'he  grandfather,  Charles  Gilbert, 
passed  all  his  life  in  Englantl.  and  died  in  the 
city  of  Lontlon,  Decend)er  12,  1857,  in  his 
sixty-fourth  year.  His  wife,  Hannah  Barrett, 
was  al^o  of  Fnglish  birth,  and  a  life-long  resi- 
dent of  her  native  land.  She  gave  birth  to 
eleven  children,  but  (jne  ol  whom,  Charles 
Sewell,  came  to  America.  He  came  to  this 
country  in  1837,  at  the  age  of  twent)',  and  as  a 
matter  of  course  maile  the  voyage  in  a  sailing- 
vessel,  being  six  weeks  on  the  ocean.  He 
lamled  at  the  city  of  New  York,  whence  he 
proceeded  by  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal 
direct  to  Rochester,  wdiich  at  that  time  was 
the  leading  city  in  tliis  countr)',  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  fUuir.  Mr.  Gilbert  had 
been  aiiiu'enticed  at  the  age  of  fourteen  to 
learn  the  trade  of  milling,  and  had  seen  four 
years  of  ser\  ice  in  a  grist-mill  o])eratetl  b)-  a 
wind  engi:ie. 

I'^-om  Rochester  he  went  to  I'ittsford,  Mon- 
roe County,  antl  there  secured  a  situation  with 
a  Mr.  i^eers,  and  later  with  John  Agate,  who 
agreed  to  pay  him  but  ten  dollars  per  month, 
but,  hnding  him  com])etent,  soon  raised  his 
wages  to  one  dollar  per  da\'.  His  next  em- 
ployer was  Andrew  Lincoln,  of  I'entield;  and 
this  engagement  was  a  long  one,  as  he  re- 
mained in  the  emi)loy  of  Mr.  Lincoln  for 
eighteen  )ears.  .Suiiie  idea  ot  the  conhdence 
that  his  employer  had  in  him  almost  from  the 
very  first  may  be  gained  from  the  fact  that 
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I\Ir.  Gilbert  was  j;i\-cn  full  charge  of  the  mill 
after  a  year's  trial.  In  1855  he  bought  a 
mill  prc)|)erly  in  A\'i)n,  which  has  since  been 
known  as  Gilbert's  Mills,  ahh(nigh  the  (Gil- 
bert's Mills  of  to-day  are  identical  with  the 
Gilbert's  Mills  of  loity  \'ears  ago  only  in  lo- 
cation. It  is  a  thoioughly  modern  establish- 
ment, eciui[)ped  with  an  elaborate  plant  of 
machinery  of  the  latcht  improved  type,  and 
capable  of  turning  out  as  choice  Hour  as  the 
market  affords. 

Charles  .Sewell  (iilbert  was  married  January 
^O,  I '"^  to  .Miss  Mary  Clark,  daughter  of 
John  and  Hannah  (Goodwin)  Clark.  .She  was 
l)orn  in  .Sut'folk.  bhigland,  January  29,  1S17, 
and  came  to  America  with  her  brother  Lewis 
and  her  sister  l^sther  in  1837.  Later  two 
other  brothers,  William  and  John,  came  to 
this  country.  Six  children  were  reared  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert,  as  follows:  John  W., 
born  January  5,  1840;  Harriet  K.,  March  11, 
1845;  Martha  A.,  March  28,  1851;  Charles 
li.,  December  I,  1853;  Arthur  Sewell,  July 
20,  1856;  and  Alfred  Clarke,  January  10,  1S58. 

Arthur  and  Alfreil  (iilbert  commenced  to 
help  in  the  mill  at  an  early  age,  and  became 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  trade  in  every 
detail.  They  succeeded  their  father  in  the 
ownership  ol  tin;  pi'opeity,  and  Gilbert's  Mills 
has  not  lost  one  jot  of  its  high  and  exteiuled 
reputation  since  it  passetl  into  their  hands. 
'I'hey  have  com|)letelv  re-ec[uipped  it,  not  by 
renovating  (dd  machinery,  but  by  putting  in 
new;  and  the)'  ma\'  to-day  safely  challenge 
comparison  of  outfit  as  well  as  of  product. 
Their  father  tlied  l)ecend)er  27,  1888,  and 
their  mother  August  ii,  1885.  Charles  .Sew- 
ell Gilbert  was  a  "self-made  man"  in  the  best 
sense  of  that  oft-used  expression.  lie  came 
to  this  country  poor  and  unknown.  He  died 
rich  antl  well  known,  and  by  far  the  most  val- 
uable of  the  riches  he  left  behiml  him  was  a 
reinitation  tor  strict  integrity.  Y\fter  he  de- 
veloped his  mill  property,  he  built  a  good 
house,  planted  fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  in 
various  other  wa\'s  improved  and  adorned  the 
estate,  which  is  riow  occupied  by  his  sons  — 
Arthur  and  y\lfred,  y\rthur  occupying  the  old 
homestead,  while  Alfred  has  built  a  house 
lor  the  accommodation  of  himself  antl  family. 


The  (jilbert  brothers  married  sisters,  most 
a])propriate  and  hai)p\'  unions.  Arthur  was 
married  on  the  iijth  of  Nin'embei,  1890, 
when  he  took  lor  his  wile  Miss  Jennie  Jack- 
son, who  was  b(jrn  in  the  county  of  \'oikshire, 
I'higland,  anil  is  a  daughter  ot  William  and 
.Sarah  (Coopei)  Jackson.  The)'  ha\'e  one 
child  —  Mary  h'rances.  Alfretl  was  mari'ietl 
cm  the  22(1  of  October,  iSijr,  to  I\Iiss  Annie 
Jackson,  a  sister  of  his  brother's  wife,  and 
also  a  native  of  \'orkshire,  Lngland.  One 
chihl  has  been  born  to  them -  - Charles 
William. 

William  Jackson  was  born  in  Lincolnshire, 
Lngland,  a  son  of  Rol)ert  antl  Ann  (Wingate) 
Jackson,  life-long  residents  of  h'ngland,  and 
was  the  only  son  who  came  to  America. 
With  his  wife  he  embarketl  in  1S70  011  the 
steamship  "City  of  Paris,'"  and  went  directl)' 
to  Monroe  County,  where  his  uncle,  William 
Wingate,  li\'ed.  Mr.  JacksiMi  was  engaged  in 
various  lines  of  business  bu'  about  a  \'ear  ami 
a  half  in  and  near  Rochester,  and  then  came 
to  Avon,  where  he  resided  for  a  time,  folhnv- 
ing  farming  as  an  occu])ation.  He  now  oper- 
ates a  farm  located  in  the  town  of  Rush,  Mon- 
roe County.  His  wife's  maiilen  name  was 
.Sarah  Coo|)er.  She  was  born  in  \'orkshire, 
iMigland;  and  her  parents,  Robert  ami  Racked 
(Metcalf)  Coojjci-,  were  life-long  residents  of 
that  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  have  fi\-e 
children  living  —  Jennie,  Annie,  William  R., 
I-'rances  ]'].,  and  (jcoi-ge  A. 

Arthur  .Sewell  and  Alfretl  Clarke  (iilbert,  or 
the  Gilbert  Rrothers,  to  give  them  iheii'  firm 
name,  are  good  citi/.ens,  de\i)teil  husbands  and 
fathers,  and  enteiprisi ng  business  men.  They 
stand  wjII  in  the  communil)',  are  as  highlv 
respected  as  the\'  are  well  known,  and  are 
certainly  most  worthy  re]M"esentati\es  of  the 
honored  name  they  bear. 


KRV  P.  SHARP,  M.l).,  since  es- 
ablishing  his  residence  at  Arcade, 
has  acijuiretl  a  vuvy  large  and  luci'a- 
ti\'e  practice,  and  enjo\s  the  reini- 
tation of  being  a  skilful  ph)'sician.  He  was 
born  it  Parma  (."entre,  .Monroe  County,  \.\'., 
June   16,   1854,  and  is  the  son  of  a  veteran 
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medical  practitioner,  Dr.  James  J.  Sharp,  a 
native  of  South  I3ansville,  Steuben  County, 
whose  father,  Henry  A.  Sharj),  was  born  on 
Staten  Ishmd  in  1802.  William  A.  Sharp, 
the  father  of  Ileniy  A.,  was  a  merchant  on 
SlalLii  Islaiul,  of  which  he  was  a  nati\-e.  His 
wife  was  Kuh)'  Tucker,  who  was  boiii  in  Con- 
neelieut.  (irandhither  Henry  A.  Sharp  mar- 
ried Hannah  I'reston,  of  Connecticut.  He 
was  reared  to  a;;ricul ture,  ami  for  a  time  car- 
ried on  a  fai  in  on  Staten  Island,  but  later  pur- 
chased anothei-  ami  more  extensive  one  at 
Daiisville,  which  he  carried  on  for  the  re- 
maind\-r  of  his  life.  James  J.  Sharp  passed 
his  cirly  boyhood  in  the  above-nameti  town, 
■dwd  at  the  aj;e  of  se\enteen  }ears  began  the 
study  of  medicine  with  his  uncle,  Dr.  K.  S. 
I'reston.  He  first  opened  his  office  for  prac- 
tice in  I'aiina  Centre,  remaining  there  five 
years,  and  tlience  iemo\'ing  to  the  State  of 
I\Iichigan,  where  he  [iractised  three  years, 
then  returning  luist  to  'I'uscarora,  in  the  town 
of  Mount  Morris,  X.Y.,  where  he  resided  and 
continuetl  as  a  pln'sician  for  fifteen  years. 
After  a  further  pi-actice  of  ten  years  in  the 
healing  art  at  Nunda,  he  rel incjuished  the  pro- 
fession, and  now  resides  with  his  son,  Henry 
]'.  .Sharp,  at  .Arcade.  His  wife,  whose  name 
before  mariiage  was  I'diza  Russell,  and  who 
was  a  daughter  of  .Samuel  and  Jane  (Merri- 
lield)  Russell,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Au- 
burn, N.Y.,  where  her  father  was  an  early 
settler,  cl\-ing  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years. 
She  was  the  younger  of  two  daughters,  her 
sister  Helen  being  the  widow  of  Gurdon  Mer- 
rilield.  Mrs.  hdi/a  Sharj)  became  the  mother 
ot  two  childien,  namel}-;  luigene,  who  mar- 
ried I'dora  Riber;  ami  liem'y  1'.,  the  subject 
ot  this  record.  INIis.  .Shaip  passed  away  at 
Tuscarora  on  the  anni\ersary  of  her  biith,  in 
the  thirty-toui  th  }  ear  of  her  age,  her  mother 
haxdng  lived  to  the  age  of  se\'enty-eight  years. 
Her  father  was  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church. 

Henry  1'.  Shai'p  iuheidti'd  his  father's  love 
for  the  healing  art,  .nid  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen entered  the  'bemple  Hill  Academy  at 
Geneseo,  and  passetl  a  Regents'  examination 
at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  later  commenced 
his  medical  studies  b}'  attending  lectures  at 


Buffalo,  and  also  studied  with  Dr.  15.  H.  Dag- 
gett C)f  that  city,  and  later  with  his  father  and 
W.  1^.  I'reston,  of  Dansville,  following  this 
with  a  full  medical  course  at  the  Cincinnati 
College  of  Meilicine,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  iSjT).  After  another  season  ot  carefid 
stud\  under  Dr.  .St.  John,  (j1  W'a)  lan<l,  .Steu- 
ben County,  with  whom  he  also  practised  one 
year,  he  located  liis  office  in  Conesus  Centre, 
Livingston  Comity,  where  he  ])i-actised  three 
years,  and  from  whence  he  moved  to  151  iss, 
Wyoming  County,  where  he  was  a  resident 
physician  for  a  i)ei'iod  of  eight  years;  ami 
after  four  )'ears  of  constantl)'  increasing  prac- 
tice at  \'ar\sl)in'g,  Wyoming  C'oimt},  during 
which  time  he  was  attending  ph\sician  at  tlie 
county  almshouse  and  as\lmn  there,  he 
came  in  1892  to  Arcade,  where  he  has  since 
residei.l,  having  a  very  extended  practice.  In 
1885  he  was  elected  Count)'  Coroner,  was  re- 
electetl  in  1S88  antl  again  in  i  S94,  the  tei'm 
of  office  being  three  )ears.  Politically,  lie  is 
a  ReiHiblican,  and  ser\'ed  as  'I'own  Clerk  of 
Eagle  while  residing  at  IMiss.  He  is  a  menr- 
ber  of  Arcade  Lodge,  Nei.  69S,  Independent 
Order  of  ( )dd  hYdlows,  antl  is  Xoble  Grand  of 
this  lodge,  ha\dng  assisted  in  its  oigan izat ion, 
being  one  of  five  members  who  formerly  be- 
longed to  Sheldon  Lotige.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  Arcade  Lodge  of  A.  1".  &  A.  M. 
and  of  W^yoming  Chapter,  No.  iSi,  at  War- 
saw, and  of  the  Maccabees.  Besides  these 
he  is  an  active  member  of  the  County  Medi- 
cal Society,  member  of  the  fire  dei)artment, 
ami  treasurer  of  the  hook  and  ladtler  com- 
pan\-. 

Dr.  .Shai'i)"s  weddeil  life  began  in  1S77,  in 
which  year  he  was  united  in  m.iriiage  to  Miss 
I'-va  Hall,  (hiughter  of  William  Hall,  a  farmer 
of  Mount  Morris.  After  six  \  ears  of  de\-oted 
attachment  Mrs.  Lwi  .Shar|i  was  called  to  her 
rest  in  1SN3,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years; 
and  later  the  Doctor  married  for  his  second 
wife  J'dma  L.  Hall,  who  was  born  at  Wetheis- 
field,  where  hei'  parents,  William  and  Lliza- 
beth  (Cin-tis)  Hall,  were  earl)-  settlers,  her 
mother  having  been  born  in  .M  idillebin-)-,  \\  y- 
oming  Count)',  and  her  fatln'r  in  Cayuga 
County.  Mis.  .Sharp  was  one  of  seven  chil- 
dren,  ami   has  herself    borne   two  chiklren; 
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namely,  Harry  J.  and  Ollie  1\  Sharp.  This 
famil}'  is  a  most  estimable  one,  and  Dr.  Sharp 
is  socially  as  well  as  professionally  popular. 


YP^VICHARI)    WILLIAMS,    one    of  the 
I  selt-macle  men  who  are  proniinently 

identilieil  with  the  agricultural  in- 
terests  (jf  Mount  Morris,  occupies 
an  honored  pcjsition,  which  socially  and  finan- 
cially is  the  result  of  his  own  unaided  in- 
dustr)',  coupled  with  the  sound  sense  and 
excellent  business  capacity  with  which  nature 
endowed  him.  Allhou<;h  hax'ing  passed  the 
threescore  and  ten  \eai-s  allotted  to  man,  he 
is  still  bright  and  active,  enjoying  to  the  ut- 
most the  comforts  of  life,  and,  like  the  patri- 
archs of  old,  is  surrounded  by  his  children 
and  grandchildren,  who  honor  and  revere  him. 
lie  was  born  in  X'arick,  Seneca  County,  N.Y., 
December  13,  1818;  and  his  father,  William 
Williams,  was  a  native  of  the  same  county, 
the  date  of  his  birth  being  Sei)tember  24, 
1792. 

John  Williams,  the  paternal  grandfather, 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  whence  he  emi- 
grated to  this  State,  coming  with  teams  to  Sen- 
eca County,  where  he  purchased  a  timbered 
tract,  from  which  he  improved  a  home.-^tead ; 
and  there  he  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Starritt,  spent  their  declining  years. 
They  reared  a  large  family,  consisting  of 
seven  sons  and  four  daughters. 

William  Williams,  the  father  of  Richard, 
was  a  shoemaker,  but  after  working  at  his 
trade  for  a  number  of  years  removed  from  the 
county  in  which  he  was  born  and  bred  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  settling  in  the  town  of  Mount 
Morris  in  1831.  Here  he  bought  a  tract  of 
woodland,  and  having  built  a  log  cabin  le- 
turned  to  Seneca  County  for  his  family,  and 
in  April,  1 83 1,  brought  them  to  their  future 
home.  He  superintended  the  clearing  of  the 
land,  and  having  it  well  under  cultivation  re- 
placed the  log  cal)in  with  a  comfortable  frame 
iiousc,  and  [nit  u[)  a  good  set  of  farm  build- 
ings, living  there  in  comfort  until  his  death, 
Novendier  6,  1866.  He  married  Sarah  I'hil- 
Wpa,  who  was  born  l'\'bi  nary  9,  1796,  in  New- 
Jersey.      She    surviveil    her    husband  many 


years,  d}'ing  September  9,  i88r.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  her,  as  follows:  Richard, 
Mary  A.,  Clarissa,  John,  Belinda,  Isaac,  and 
William. 

Richard  Williams  was  a  hul  of  twehe  years 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Mount  Mor- 
ris, which  was  then  com[Kirat i vely  uiulex'el- 
o|)ed.  'j'liere  being  no  convenient  facilities 
here  for  the  transportation  of  the  surplus  ])ro- 
ductions  of  the  soil,  the  farmers  were  obligetl 
to  haul  their  grain  to  the  (ienesee  Ri\'er,  where 
it  was  Icjaded  on  flatboats,  and  thence  taken 
to  points  of  distribution.  Mr.  Williams 
assisted  his  father  in  clearing  a  farm  until 
t went_\--four  )ear->  of  age,  and  then  >tarted  out 
for  himself.  In  coiisi'Jerat  ion  ot  ha\ing 
worked  o\er  time,  his  father  sold  hini  twenty- 
fi\'e  acres  of  land  for  fi\'e  hundred  dollars, 
which  was  about  one-halt  its  \alue.  He  had 
no  ready  money  with  which  to  pay  for  it,  but 
worked  the  land  and  other  land  on  shares,  in 
that  way  saving  enough  to  make  the  final  pay- 
ment. He  subsecjuently  bought  ten  acres  of 
adjoining  land,  paying  fifty  dollars  per  acre. 
Two  or  three  years  later,  Mr.  Williams 
bought  another  ten  acres,  and  his  next  pur- 
chase consisted  of  thirty-five  acres.  His  next 
landed  accpiisition  was  an  inheritance  of  forty- 
four  acres,  and  to  this  aggregation  he  subse- 
(juently  added  seventy-one  more  by  purchase. 
About  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  late 
Civil  War,  'Slv.  Williams  removed  to  the  farm 
of  his  father-in-law,  where  he  lived  five  years, 
at  the  expiration  of  that  time  returning  to 
his  own  farm,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
carrying  it  on  with  marked  intelligence  and 
success. 

On  the  I2lh  of  December,  1S51,  Mr.  Will- 
iams anil  Lli/.abeth  Miller,  a  native  of  New 
Jersey  and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
Millei-,  were  united  in  marriage.  Their  hapjiy 
wedded  life  has  been  made  bright  b\'  the 
birth  of  three  sons.  Charles  has  been  twice 
married,  his  first  wife,  formerly  Alice  Jones, 
d)-ing  in  1883,  leaving  two  children  —  Harvey 
and  Eva;  of  his  second  marriage,  when  Miss 
Dora  Rowe  became  his  wife,  one  child  has 
been  born — -Harry.  WiUard  marrieil  VWa 
Hrown,  and  they  have  one  son  —  Roy.  Idmer 
married  Adell   Crevcling.     Politically,  Mr. 
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Williams  is  a  sound  Republican,  having  been 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  that 
part)'  since  its  formation. 


NDRJ'.W  W.  HUTTERWAY,  a  retired 
'4\  merchant  of  Cieneseo,  was  born  No- 
]\\^  vember  2,  1825,  in  a  part  of  I'hila- 
delphia  which  was  then  one  of  the 
subui'bs,  but  ib  now  included  in  the  city. 
His  father,  Jesse  lUitterway,  an  agriculturist, 
was  of  eai  l)-  Holland  ancestr)',  and  was  born 
in  the  same  idace  whore  he  lived  until  1832, 
in  which  )ear  he  remoxed  with  his  family  to 
Allegany  County,  New  \'(irk  State.  Not  lik- 
ing the  couiilr)-,  which  was  tiien  a  wilderness, 
ami  being  unaccustomed  to  ])ioneer  life,  he 
remained  but  one  year,  and  then  returned  to 
riiiladelphia,  wliere  he  livetl  until  his  death, 
|)assing  awa)'  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years. 

His  wife,  a  nali\-e  oi  that  ])art  of  Thila- 
del])hia  which  was  then  called  Germantown, 
was  Catherine  Williams.  Her  father,  An- 
drew Williams,  was  born  in  Holland,  and  on 
coming  to  America  settleil  in  Germantown, 
and  marrietl  a  huly  from  that  place,  who  lived 
to  be  ninety-eight  years  ohl.  He  attained 
nearly  that  age,  dying  at  the  age  of  ninety-six, 
on  the  farm  he  had  cleared  for  himself  in 
Avon,  I.i\  inghlon  Count)',  New  York,  he  hav- 
ing movod  fi"om  Germantown  thither.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  jesse  Hutterway  had  five  children  — 
I'Mwin,  I'diza,  Andrew  W.,  Mary  A.,  and 
Adeline.  Mrs.  Hutterwa)-  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty. 

Andrew  Hutterway  commenced,  when  six- 
teen )-eais  old,  to  learn  the  trades  of  cabinet- 
making  and  underlaking  in  I'hiladelphia, 
whol  e  he  ser\  ed  an  appreul  icesh  ij)  of  five 
\i;ars.  He  was  then  employed  at  ''jour" 
work  until  1847,  when  he  removed  to  Roches- 
ter, aiul  was  engag(.'d  there  one  year,  after- 
ward coming  to  Geneseo  and  doing  "jour" 
work  for  one  )ear.  In  1849  he  engaged  in 
the  furniture  and  imdertaking  business  on  his 
own  account,  building  up  a  large  and  lucrative 
trade,  and  continuing  acti\'ely  engaged  in 
business  until  Marcli,  1893.  During  that 
long  periotl  of  time  almost  the  entire  business 
poi)ulation    of    Geneseo    changed   to   such  a 


degree  that,  when  he  retired  from  active  life, 
there  were  but  two  men  still  continuing  in 
business  who  were  merchants  when  lie  came 
here. 

iJecember  12,  1849,  Mr.  Paitlorway  married 
Mary  1^.  Johnson,  a  daugliter  of  Jasper  John- 
son, of  Geneseo,  N.Y.  They  ha\'e  had  six 
children,  mil)'  two  (if  whom,  Cora  and  Hattie, 
are  now  li\'iiig.  \\  illie  died  at  the  age  of 
seven,  lulward  whon  thirt'>'-fi\'e,  and  two 
others  in  infancy.  l'"or  the  past  few  years  the 
family  ha\'e  made  their  summer  home  at  Co- 
nesus  Lake,  where  Mr.  Hutterway  owns  two 
cottages.  His  son  l'"dw.ird  was  the  first  sum- 
nier  resident  there,  taking  u[>  his  abode  in  a 
tent,  and  afterward  cii|i)'ing  part  of  a  boat- 
house,  which  he  finall)'  enlarged  into  a  cottage. 

Both  Mr.  and  i\Irs.  Hutterway  are  members 
of  the  rresb)'terian  church,  and  are  e\er  will- 
ing to  do  all  in  their  |)ower  for  its  benefit. 
During  his  h'ug  business  career  Mr.  Ikittcr- 
way  has  gained  man)'  friends  by  his  honesty 
and  upright  dealings. 


G,Y,z  iRS.  JULIET  {]A'Ai)  DORRANCH, 
— /  a  woman  of  culture  and  refinement, 
whose  mental  acti\'ity  has  not 
been  dulled  b)'  the  frosts  of  time, 
has  l;)een  a  resident  of  Attica  for  uj^ward  of 
half  a  century,  and  is  the  w  idow  of  the  late 
Gardiner  Dorrance,  M.D.,  who  departed  this 
life  Octobei'  12,  1873,  at  the  age  of  sex'cnty- 
four  years.  Mrs.  Dorrance  is  of  New  bhig- 
land  birth,  and  is  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Lee,  who  for  many  years  was  settled  over  a 
parish  in  Ccdebrook,  Conn. 

Dr.  Gardiner  Dnnance  was  the  only  son  of 
the  Re\'.  Gordon  Dorrance,  a  Congregational 
miiiister  of  marked  abilit)',  whose  last  tla\'s 
were  passed  in  Attica.  He  married  Hannah 
Morgan,  a  woman  well  littei,!  b)'  nature  and 
education  to  assist  him  in  his  pastoral  duties 
and  to  rear  their  only  child  to  a  useful  and 
honorable  life.  After  leaving  school  Gardiner 
Dorrance  studied  with  his  father,  and  later  in 
I'lainfield,  Mass.,  under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev. 
Moses  Ilallock,  the  father  of  (ierard  Hallock, 
editor  of  the  'To/tr/jii/  of  Conniuycc  of  New 
York.     The  two   bo^•s  studied   together,  and 
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were  afterward  classmates  at  Williams  Collej^^e 
ill  Massachusetts,  the\'  beinj;  two  of  the  one 
hundred  and  thirty  hoys  fitted  by  I\Ir.  llallock 
to  enter  that  famdus  in.stitution. 

After  receiviiii;'  his  diploma  Dr.  Dorrance 
spent  Some  time  in  \Mrginia,  and  while  a 
resident  uf  that  Stale  became  more  and  more 
contirined  in  his  anli^la\ery  convictions,  and 
worked  with  zeal  and  ardor  in  the  cause  of  the 
opjM'essed.  Returniii^^  to  New  England,  he 
be^an  the  stud)'  of  medicine  with' Dr.  I'eet,  of 
New  ]\Iarll)oni,  Mass.,  and  in  1826  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Herkshire  Medical  Cf)llege. 
Locating  in  Sunderlantl,  Mass.,  the  Doctor 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession,  re- 
maining there  Lintil  when  he  removed 
to  Amherst,  the  same  State,  and  continued 
his  career  some  se\'en  years,  winning  a  fine 
reputation  for  skill  and  ability.  In  1S43  Dr. 
Dorrance  came  to  Wyoming  County,  and  set- 
tled in  Attica,  where  he  met  with  the  same 
success  that  hatl  characterized  his  previous 
efforts,  remaining  here  until  called  to  the 
higher  life.  He  was  a  well-educated  and  able 
])ractitioner,  ])ossessing  a  warm  and  generous 
lieart  and  a  leady  sympathy,  that  won  for  him 
true  friends  among  all  classes  of  people;  and 
his  memory  will  ever  be  cherished  througli- 
out  his  locality  with  feelings  of  regard  and 
esteem. 


(^>r-  ARC)^  BARBl'R,  although  a  native  of 
Rush,  Monroe  County,  N.Y.,  has 
/J^\  passed  nearly  all  his  d;iys  in  the 
— '  Ijcautiful  town  of  Avon,  Livingston 
County,  in  which  he  now  resides,  occuin  ing  a 
leading  jiosition  among  the  representative 
citizens.  He  has  been  closely  identified  with 
its  development  during  that  period,  for,  al- 
though his  main  business  is  that  of  farming, 
he  is  prominent  in  financial  circles  as  Lresi- 
dent  of  the  Avon  15aid< ;  and  his  influence  in 
political  affairs  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that 
for  four  years  he  has  held  the  responsible 
oKice  of  Supervisoi".  it  is  a  notable  lact  that 
he  bears  the  same  name  that  was  borne  by 
both  his  father  and  grandfather,  and  which, 
therefore,  figures  cons])icuously  in  the  chron- 
icles of  the  Barber  family. 


The  grandfather  was  a  native  of  "the  Land 
ol  Steaily  Habits,'"  as  Connecticut  useil  to  be 
called  in  the  earlier  da)  s  of  this  country's 
history,  when  each  Stale  was  supposed  to  lia\-e 
peculiarities  oi  its  own.  He  was  a  bl.ick- 
sniith  b)'  trade,  a  good  mechanic  and  a  liard 
Worker,  i)ei"haps  too  harti,  lor  he  died  at  a 
comparati vel)'  early  age,  lea\'ing  a  )'oung  fam- 
ily and  a  widow.  'Idle  elde.-^t  of  the  children 
was  the  lather  of  the  subject  ()f  this  sketch, 
and  was  calleil  Aaron  Barber,  Jr.,  before  the 
death  of  his  hard-working  sire  rendered  the 
"Jr."  unnecessar)'. 

The  berea\'ed  family  reniovetl  from  Connect- 
icut to  New  York,  first  sojourning  in  Onon- 
daga County,  and  thence  coming  to  Lima, 
Livingston  Count)'.  Here  the  new  head  of  it 
—  the  oldest  male  member  of  a  family  tiieii 
being  always  considered  the  head  of  it  in 
those  days,  if  he  had  passed  early  boyhood  — 
went  manful])'  to  work  to  help  suj^port  it  as 
best  he  could.  He  worked  out  b)'  the  day 
or  by  the  month  at  any  honest  employment 
that  he  could  find,  and  by  a  combination  of 
industr\'  and  enterprise  forged  onward  to  suc- 
cess, h'inally  he  went  into  the  butchering 
business,  and  followed  it  for  three  years. 
'Lheii  he  sold  out,  ami  removed  to  Ogtlen, 
Monrtje  Count)',  to  a  one-hundred-and-si\ty 
acre  piece  of  timber  land  that  he  had  bought 
and  had  partially  cleared  before  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  just  before  his  removal  from 
Lima.  After  living  two  years  at  Ogden,  he 
remo\ed  to  Rush,  where  he  bought  a  fift\-acre 
farm,  and  remained  fiv<:  \'ears.  when  he  sold 
out  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
im])roved  laml  locateil  in  the  town  of  Avon. 
A  log  ;abin  and  a  frame  house  were  on  this 
])roperty;  and  the)'  ser\-ed  him  for  about  nine 
)'ears,  when  he  built  the  tme  residence  now 
occupied  b)'  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  here 
resided  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four,  in  1868. 

His  wife  was  Lois  .Stevens,  daughter  of 
I'hineas  and  Mary  (Williams)  Stevens:  and 
liis  children  were  M.iry  L.,  Aaron,  and  V. 
Amanda.  .Mary  married  Dr.  James  L.  Jeiiks, 
of  Avon,  is  now  a  witlow,  and  has  two 
children  —  William  and  Louisa  M.  Jenks. 
Amanda     married     Holliday     Williams,  of 
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I'riittsburjj,',  Stcul)cn  County,  N.Y.,  and  had 
three  chihlrcn  I'"r;ink,  Aaron,  and  Lois 
Williams,  and  like  her  sister  is  now  a  widow. 

y\aron  Harber,  tlic  third  of  the  name,  was 
boiii  ill  the  town  of  Rush,  July  6,  1S36.  He 
is  well  e(hieateil,  ha\  int;'  pursued  his  studies 
in  boyhood  aiul  earh'  \(Uith  in  the  Avon  dis- 
trict schools,  in  Lima  Seminaiy,  and  in  the 
Rochester  Acadeni}'.  He  has  made  a  business 
of  farminjj;  from  the  ver_\-  first,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  reside  on  tlie  A\dn  homestead.  Mv. 
]5arber  has  greatly  imj^roved  the  property; 
and  the  farm  buiklinys,  which  were  built  by 
him,  are  the  linest  ones  to  be  found  in  the 
beautiful  antl  prosp^'rous  town  of  Avon.  For 
the  [iast  t wenty-fi\  e  )'ears  he  has  been  engaged 
in  breeding  short-horned  cattle,  of  which  he 
has  one  of  the  finest  herds  in  the  Unitei:! 
States. 

Mr.  l^arber  was  married  on  December  22, 
1862,  to  Caroline  ]}.  ILall,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam K.  ami  h'sther  M.  ll;ill,  of  Broomfield, 
(  )ntario  County.  He  cast  his  Hrst  Presiden- 
tial \()te  in  i860  for  Stephen  A.  LJouglas; 
and,  with  that  firm  purpose  and  consistency  of 
action  which  have  always  been  marked  charac- 
teristics of  him,  he  has  ne\er  changed  his 
political  taith,  but  lias  steadily  supported  the 
Democratic  part)'.  As  the  owner  of  one  of 
the  finest  estates  in  the  count\',  containing 
seven  hundred  acres,  as  the  President  of  the 
A\-oii  Hank,  and  as  a  citizen  of  sterling  worth 
who  has  the  best  interests  of  the  town  at 
heart,  he  holds  a  prominent  position  in  the 
communit)',  is  known  to  all,  and  by  all  re- 
spected. His  portrait  will  be  found  on  a 
neighboring  page. 


KRV  K.  COOi'l'lR,  one  of  the  prom- 
nent  and  inHuential  residents  of 
S[)ringwater,  was  born  in  the  his- 
toric town  of  West  Springfield, 
Hampden  County,  Mass.,  ( )ctober  21,  1830. 
Whiiever  has  read  the  histories  of  old  C(do- 
nial  da)'s  will  have  imted  the  account  of  the 
gallant  military  commander  of  the  Springfield 
settlement,  Lieutenant  Cooper,  who  lost  his 
life  in  its  defence  during  King  Philip's  War 
in  1675.     This  ancestor  of  two  hundred  and 


twenty  years  back  deserves  honorable  mention 
at  the  beginning  of  this  sketch,  as  Ijeiiig  a 
worthy  progenitor  ot  lh\^  W(jrlliy  sdu  oI  New 
J'aigland.  Mr.  Cudper'.-i  lile  ha.^  been  in  part 
within  earshot  of  the  war,  aiKl  his  record  is 
that  of  line  who  has  likewise  taken  an  acti\'e 
interest  in  llie  wellare  ol  llmse  connected 
with  it. 

The  towns  of  Springfield  and  West  Spring- 
field deserve  more  than  passing  notice.  They 
are  situated  on  the  l)anks  of  the  Connecticut, 
which  is  acknowledged  t(j  be  the  most  beauti- 
ful stream  in  New  Phiglancl,  bordered  through- 
out  its  entire  length  of  o\-er  four  hundred 
miles  by  ladling  hills,  cultivated  farms,  and 
fertile  meadow  lantls.  It  di\ides  what  w.is 
originally  the  one  settlement  of  Springfield 
into  two  i)arts.  The  river  is  here  sj^anned  b\- 
graceful  arclied  bridges;  and  merchant  and 
scholar  alike  find  on  tlie  lands  skirting  the 
western  sliore  a  lull  fiom  the  busy  hum  of  the 
city  and  an  enxdronmeiit  akin  to  the  \-ery 
heart  of  the  counti}-,  making  attracti\'e  any 
location  for  a  suburban  hoirie.  Ancient 
maples,  elms,  willows,  and  other  deciduous 
trees  shade  the  streets;  and  plants  in  summer 
and  evergreens  in  winter  atlorn  the  cjuiet 
streets  and  picturesque  drives.  It  was  intleed 
a  favored  spot  in  which  Henry  Cooper  l)egan 
his  notable  career. 

Le\d  Cooper,  father  (jf  Henry,  was  born  in 
this  same  neighborhood.  He  recei\'ed  an  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  the  time,  ami 
as  he  grew  up  began  to  de\'ote  himself  to  agri- 
culture and  general  farming.  The  lands  on 
the  borders  of  the  Connecticut  have  been, 
since  the  time  of  the  colonists,  (;f  special 
e.xcellence  b'jcause  of  theii"  alhu'ial  tlepo^its; 
and,  as  the  miner  seeks  with  lascination  tor 
gold  in  the  rushing  streams  ot  the  .Sierra 
Nevada,  so  does  the  farmer  tlig  this  treasure- 
house  under  foot,  looking  with  eager  exjjecta- 
tion  for  rich  returns  in  his  fertile  fields. 
Levi  Coo|)er  fol lowed  this  occupation  through- 
out his  biiel  lite,  fini.shin^  hi^  course  in  the 
home  of  his  youth  at  the  age  ot  thirty-seven. 

Henry  Cooper's  mother  before  her  marriage 
was  Miss  Julia  Ashley.  She  was  a  claughter 
of  .Solomon  Ashle),  a  well-known  and  enter- 
prising farmer  of  the  town.     Mrs.  Cooper 


■■A- 


■        '^-i!'-  fJ-i:;    ,  ;■,  /    .lii   :r;(.fi        i  iirii:'t  j... 


in''    ■::  ) 


'  :  ■••»:-  nii'j-//}  Ui  .'!  ••(!) 

i    '.>;■  .':    ':>'i.  -    !•:(  J 

J  V>U  .win;  11:...'^- 


■  ;  ^  ■•:  .|  -.Ci.  .'j.a  . 


t  ":o;J 


.:;   :    -It:   li'i   (r:(,r(  •,,(.  ••/  ,r_  li-,v>,;ii .. 


'    '         ^  ■       .U':' I'l-' !  I ;  f^i;rl    ijvj,  ,'/ 

'fli;,,-;;;    ;..;t    b/f,,;,  •  vyii   hi/;  ../„i;  i;.:,, 


33S 


BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


was  one  of  seven  children,  wliose  names  were: 
Caroline,  Harriet,  Liicretia,  Lucinda,  Julia, 
Meribali,  and  Sidomcn.  None  of  tiiesc  are 
now  living".  It  is  pleasant  to  record  that  of 
her  fainil)'  of  four  children  two  lived  to  give 
her  comfort  and  joy- -Henry,  the  narrative  of 
whose  life  is  here  gixen,  autl  his  Ijrother 
Solomon.  Lewis  died  ill  infancy,  and  an- 
otlier  son  of  the  same  name  also  died  in  child- 
hood. Mrs.  Cooper  li\'ed  until  the  age  of 
fort)'-threc,  and  died  amid  the  familiar  sur- 
roumlings  of  her  early  home.  The  parents 
wei"e,  it  is  thought,  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  in  that  town. 

Henry  Cooper  was  ])ut  fourteen  years  old  at 
the  time  of  his  mothei-'s  death;  and  he  then 
went  to  live  with  an  uncle,  Solomon  Ashley, 
until  he  should  attain  his  majority.  He  was 
a  student  at  the  local  district  school,  afterward 
at  Munson  Academy,  and  also  at  the  academy 
at  Westfield,  which  takes  its  pupils  through 
high  branches  of  study.  On  leaving  the 
scholar's  desk  Air.  Cooper  was  able  to  teach 
others,  and  accf)rtlingly  taught  for  a  time  in 
Agawam,  which  is  adjacent  to  Springfield. 
After  coming  of  age  he  gave  up  teaching,  and, 
as  he  had  devotetl  considerable  attention  to 
tlie  science  of  civil  engineering,  went  out 
to  Springwater,  in  Hivingston  County,  New 
York,  accepting  a  position  on  what  is  now  the 
Corning  liranch  on  the  Rochester  Division  of 
the  Erie  Railr(jad.  He  entered  into  this  new 
undertaking  with  an  ardor  that  made  success  a 
foregone  conclusion,  and  after  two  years  went 
to  Ohio  as  resident  engineer  on  the  Spring- 
field, Mount  Vernon  &  Delaware  line.  At 
the  expiration  of  eighteen  months  he  took 
charge  ot  the  Marietta  &  Cincinnati  Road, 
doing  the  engineering  work  there. 

Two  years  later  Mr.  Cooper  went  to  the 
State  of  Illinois,  on  that  great  highway  to  the 
West,  the  Chicago  &  Rock  Island  Railroad, 
at  that  time  the  Sterling  &  Rock  Island  Rail- 
road. After  a  time  he  undertook  the  resj^jon- 
sible  position  of  contractor;  but  the  Civil 
War  culminated  before  he  had  been  long  en- 
gaged there,  and  he  threw  aside  this  enter- 
prise, and  went  diiectly  to  Washington  as 
Superintentlent  in  the  Quartermaster's  De- 
partment at  the  Washington  Arsenal.  This 


new  position  called  for  the  exercise  of  all  his 
best  ])Owcrs,  Init  his  i)rc\  ious  exi)ericnces  had 
(jualifuMl  him  in  ju-^t  the  line  rcipiircd.  KcL-n 
observation,  pcrce|)tive  po\\fi"s,  discidmina- 
lion,  altenlion  to  endless  dul.iil,  cool,  .sfcad\' 
judgment,  and  unswcixing  loyalt\  to  the 
country,  then  tiembling  with  the  diead  of 
an  uncertain  1  ulure  these  weie  cpialities 
which  alone  made  the  ( Juai'termaster  Sujicr- 
intendent  tit  for  his  archmus  and  responsible 
posit  i(m. 

lUit,  as  men  of  caj^acitN'  ai'c  seldom  alhjwed 
to  remain  long  in  one  kind  of  labor,  Mr. 
Cooper  went  into  the  military  railroad  office 
at  the  end  of  a  year,  then,  taking  up  liis  prc- 
vious  line  of  work,  actetl  as  agent  in  the 
( Juartermaster's  Department  for  a  time,  but 
in  18S2  returned  to  Springwater.  Here  he 
bought  a  farm  and  settled  down,  soon  after 
purchasing  a  lot  in  the  village,  on  which  he 
erected  the  fine  residence  which  he  now  occu- 
pies, and  wliich  was  completed  in  1887. 
Since  his  return  to  Springwater  he  has  been 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

In  1S53  l\Ii-.  Cooper  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  Putnam,  a  daughter  of 
Peter  Putnam,  of  Springwater.  Of  tliis  union 
there  were  two  children,  both  of  whom  died 
young.  Mrs.  Cooper  died  in  1870.  P'or  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Cooper  married  Mary  Sn)'der, 
a  daughter  of  Alonzo  Sn\-der,  and  a  native  of 
Springwater.  There  are  two  children  li\ing" 
by  this  marriage  —  Bessie,  wlio  first  took  a 
course  ot  study  at  the  district  school,  and  later 
for  a  year  attendeil  a  prix'ate  school  in  New 
York  City,  and  then  entered  Wells  College, 
being  a  member  of  the  class  of  1 S99 ;  and 
Henry.  One  child  died  in  youth.  Mis. 
Cooper  departed  tliis  life  in  Jul\',  1894,  aged 
thirty-nine  years.  .She  was  a  ilevoted  member 
of  the  Methodist  church. 

The  foregoing  sketch  claims  special  atten- 
tion, showing  how  a  youth,  by  making  an  es- 
timate of  his  leaning  toward  one  particular 
line,  may  be  able  to  decide  for  himself  what 
course  in  life  he  is  fitted  for,  ami,  once  ha\  ing 
decitled  his  bent,  may  find,  if  he  has  pluck  and 
perseverance,  a  steady  uphill  road  to  progress, 
which  in  the  end  i)ro\es  to  be  success  and 
achievement.     Mr.  Cooper  evidently  did  this. 
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His  ancestor,  Lieutenant  Cooper,  acted  a 
noble  ])art;  and  his  descentlant  made  his  bold 
stroke  for  a  broader  life  anil  a  wider  experi- 
ence on  the  same  j^rountl.  The  result  has 
been  personal  honor  and  the  benefit  to  the 
community  of  a  praiseuorth)'  example. 

Mr.  Coopter  has  always  been  an  ardent  Re- 
publican, but  in  no  sense  an  office-seeker, 
lie  is  a  Trustee  of  the  MetlKxlist  church,  a 
Trustee  of  the  district  school,  and  also  fills 
the  offices  of  Superintendent  and  Trustee  of 
the  Cemetery  Association  in  Springwater. 


A:\IUEL  S.  miller,  M.D.,  a  resi- 
dent ph)'sician  in  Java,  Wyomin<,r 
County,  for  the  past  twenty-six 
years,  was  born  in  Wales,  Erie 
County,  N.Y.,  Sej^tember  3,  1S26.  Dr.  Mil- 
ler's father,  Ihuitinsj,-  S.  PiLller,  was  born  in 
1792  in  h^ranklin,  iJelaware  County,  whence  he 
emigrated  to  bade  in  1S13.  I le  was  married 
to  Miss  Hannah  Seeley,  of  I'^-anklin,  wdiom 
lie  brought  as  a  briile  to  the  rough  wild  home 
he  had  prepared  for  her,  making  the  journey 
ihither  by  team,  and  ha\-ing  a  family  by  the 
name  of  Ivussell  for  travelling  companions. 
Hunting  S.  Miller  was  a  minute-man  during 
tlie  War  of  181 2,  and  was  a  witness  of  the 
burning  of  lUiffalo.  He  lived  in  the  humble 
home  where  the  first  )-ears  of  his  married  life 
iKid  been  spent  until  Ids  deatli  from  a  stroke 
of  [)aralysis,  with  which  he  was  stricken  in 
1867.  In  his  last  illness  he  was  attended  by 
his  son,  Samuel  S.,  who  officiated  in  the 
double  cai)acity  of  nurse  and  physician.  The 
patient  was  a  large  man,  weighing  two  hun- 
(hed  and  fort}'  ])ounds,  and  it  ti;ok  a  person  of 
herculean  strength  to  perform  the  office  of 
nurse;  Init  with  filial  love  and  tenderness  the 
son  de\'oted  himself  to  his  tluty. 

Hunting  S.  Miller  was  twice  married. 
His  first  wife,  who  bore  him  six  sons  and 
three  daughters,  died  at  fifty-seven  years  of 
age  in  1850.  His  second  wife  was  Miss  Kate 
I'err)'.  Six  of  his  nine  children  grew  up  and 
were  married.  l)a\d(.l,  who  was  a  cripple, 
died  in  1855  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven. 
George  S.  and  Dr.  W.  W.  Miller  are  also 
deceased.    The  surviving  children  are:  Bet- 


!  sey,  now  Mrs.  James  Bush,  in  Wales,  I-lrie 
County;  I'luebe  Miller,  wIkj  has  been  a  suc- 
cessful teacher  for  forty  yeais  in  Xew  Yoi'k, 
California,  anil  Iowa,  and  still  retains  her 
youthful  \'igor  of  mind  and  bod\' ;  Dr.  Samuel 
S.  Miller;  ICrastus  R.,  a  bachelor  in  Ea)-ette 
County,  Iowa,  who  lias  accumulated  a  large 
property,  and  has  ser\'ed  for  many  years  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace;  A.  J.  l\Iillei',  a  fiirmer 
of  Iowa;  and  Jidia  D.,  Mrs.  Columbus 
Mitchell. 

Dr.  Miller  was  educated  at  Geneva,  N.Y., 
and  was  married  on  November  29,  1S59,  ^'■^ 
Sarah  E.  Lawrence,  of  Sheldon.  Mrs.  Mil- 
ler's parents,  L.  P.  ami  Catherine  (Parker) 
Lawrence,  came  to  Sheldon  from  Marcellus, 
Onondaga  County,  where  Mrs.  Lawrence  was 
born,  reared,  anil  married.  ]\Ir.  Lawrence 
was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Sheldon  for 
many  )'ears,  and  was  at  one  time  a  man  of 
considerable  wealth.  Only  three  of  their 
seven  children  are  now  living  —  Candace  Law- 
rence, in  \''ar)'sburg ;  Mrs.  Miller;  and  Mrs. 
J.  Cough  ran,  of  \''ar)\sburg.  Mrs.  Miller  was 
educated  at  the  Alexandria  Seminai-y,  and 
taught  school  for  fourteen  years  before  her 
mari'iage. 

Six  children  have  been  born  to  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Miller.  Guy  L.,  who  is  married,  is  a 
manufacturer  of  lumber  headings  and  barrels 
at  Java;  U.  S.  Grant  Miller,  who  was  edu- 
cated in  Lima,  and  has  adopted  teaching  as  a 
IM'ofession,  married  Miss  Maud  Church,  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  has  a  son  and  daughter; 
Grace,  the  wife  of  Mr.  IL  Chene)',  is  the 
mother  of  a  bright  little  Ijoy  of  four  years, 
Rol)ert,  who  is  a  |)et  with  his  grand]xirents ; 
Gertruile  Milb  r  is  a  gifted  artist  and  a 
teacher;  (Irover,  a  )oung  man  of  twent)-,  is  a 
student  at  Lima,  and  has  ni>t  as  )et  enteretl 
the  arena  of  life;  Glenn  C.  Miller,  aged  eigh- 
teen, is  also  preparing  for  the  future,  and  is  a 
student  at  Aurora. 

Dr.  Miller  has  accumulated  a  large  property 
during  the  years  of  his  jirofessional  work. 
He  owns  a  farm  of  one  bundled  ami  twenty 
acres  in  Sardinia,  N.V.,  whicli  is  tenanled, 
and  two  smallei-  farms,  one  of  which  is  con- 
nected with  his  residence  in  the  \-illage. 
He  has  been  an  active  politician  and  warm 
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supporter  of  Republican  principles,  but  has 
never  been  an  as])irant  for  an  office.  Having 
by  his  archious  labors  as  a  popular  village  and 
country  doctor  securetl  a  competency  and 
assuredly  earned  a  respite  from  toil,  he  has, 
while  still  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  life, 
\irtually  letired  Irom  active  praelice,  al- 
though some  of  his  old  fiiends  and  i)alroiis 
still  continue  to  claim  his  services.  l)r. 
Miller's  reputation  as  a  surgeon  is  well 
known  far  and  near,  and  in  cases  of  extreme 
urgency  his  judgment  and  skill  are  always  in 
demand. 


I  RAM  SMITH,  a  prominent  citizen 
and  prosjjerous  farmer  of  the  town  of 
Portage,  was  born  in  Westchester 
County,  New  York,  January  7, 
i8ig,  and  is  a  son  of  Levi  Smith,  who  was  a 
native  of  Fairfield  County,  Connecticut.  The 
grandfather,  Abel  .Smith,  who  was  also  a  na- 
ti\'e  of  Connect  ii'ut,  was  a  faimer  all  his 
(.lays,  and  with  his  wife,  Sarah,  occupied  one 
house  for  seventy-one  years.  He  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  died  at 
the  ri[)e  old  age  of  ninety-three,  and  she  when 
ninety-seven  years  old. 

Levi  Smith,  the  fatlier  of  Hiram,  was  edu- 
cated in  his  native  .State,  and  subsequently 
removed  to  North  Salem,  Westchester  County, 
N.\'.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  occupation  of 
wool-carding  and  cloth-making,  carrying  on  a 
mill  for  the  purjwse,  the  machinery  of  which 
was  of  a  kind  now  nearly,  it  not  (piite,  ex- 
tinct. He  continued  to  reside  at  North 
.Salem  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  si\t)-nine.  He  married  Ann 
Dibble,  and  reared  eight  childien-  l\ussel, 
Cynthia,  Lyman,  Amnion,  Julia  A.,  Hiram, 
Norman,  and  Cornelia.  Julia  and  Cornelia 
are  living  in  l-'airfield  County,  Connecticut; 
and,  with  the  exception  of  Hiram,  the  others 
are  all  deceased. 

Hiram  .Smith  was  educated  at  the  district 
schools  of  Westchester  County,  and  after  com- 
pleting his  studies  taught  school  for  fourteen 
winters  in  succession  and  nine  summers.  In 
1850  he  came  to  Portage,  and  took  up  his 
residence  upon  the  farm  he  now  cultivates. 


He  has  renovated  and  enlarged  the  buildings, 
and  has  made  man)'  other  necessary  and  im- 
portant imiJiovements. 

in  1846  Mr.  Smitli  marrieil  .Miss  Lliza  Jane 
Sanford,  a  daughter  of  David  anil  Lsther 
(.Sta|)les)  Sanfoi'd,  of  Redding,  Conn.,  Da\ id 
being  a  son  ot  Daniel  .Sanioid  and  h.slher  a 
chuighter  ol  ITihu  .Staples  and  Abig.iil  Hill. 
Daniel  Sanfoi'd  s  wile  was  (31ive  Morehouse. 
These  families  were  directly  descemled  from 
Puritan  parentage,  and  were  the  ver}'  earliest 
settlers  in  Kedding,  Conn.  The  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  was  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  six  children,  as  follows:  Gertrude,  C)n- 
thia,  LUa,  Cornelia,  lumest,  and  .Sanford.. 
Lrnest  dietl  at  the  age  of  eight  months.  Cyu- 
thia  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Davis,  and 
removed  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  where  she 
died,  leaving  two  children  —  lu'uest  and 
Myron.  h'.lla  is  the  wife  of  Gilbert  Pliss, 
anil  resides  at  (ienesee  I'alls,  \\')-(iming 
County;  the\'  ha\'e  one  son.  (Jornelia  is  the 
wife  ot  Geoi'ge  W.  Palstord,  and  lias  two  chil- 
dren--Irving  G.  and  (ierlru(.le.  T]ie\'  rcsiile 
at  Warsaw,  Wyoming  County.  Sanford  mar- 
ried May  Wheeler,  and  resides  at  home. 

Mr.  Smith  has  led  an  ui)iiglit  useful  life, 
bringing  up  and  educating  his  family,  and 
li\'es  in  the  enjoyment  of  seeing  his  children 
well  started  u[)on  life's  journe)-.  Pesitles 
attentling  to  the  man)'  duties  incident  to  the 
successful  carr)  ingonof  agi'icultural  ])ursuits, 
he  has  fouiid  time  to  acceptably  till  many 
l^ositions  of  public  trust,  and  lias  been  school 
superintendent  three  years.  Assessor  seven 
years,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  foi-  twenty-foui- 
consecutive  years.  Both  he  and  his  f.imilv 
are  niemliers  ol  the  Lniversalist  church  of 
Cjcnesee  h'alls.  His  liist  Presiilent  ial  \'ote 
was  cast  for  William  II.  Harrison,  and  lie  has 
been  a  Republican  since  the  formation  of  tlu- 
party. 


'OIIN  PICRKIXS  is  a  venerable  ami  in- 
tluential  citi/en  (if  (/uylervilk'.  in  the 
town  ot  Leicester,  Li\  ingston  ('mnit)', 
N.Y.  ;  but  he  was  boi'u  in  Orange 
County,  Vermont,  in  the  town  of  Chelsea,  on 
the  first  day  of   August,    1804.     His  grand- 
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father,  Jacob  Perkins,  removed  from  Connect- 
icut to  Vermont  in  1789,  and  settled  on  the 
West  Hill  in  Chelsea.  Jacol/s  son,  lilisha 
Perkins,  was  boin  in  Connecticut,  where  he 
t;rew  up  and  married,  and  then  removed  to 
Vermont  with  his  lather,  as  a  Chelsea  pio- 
neer, buildin:;-  a  Iol;  house  and  clearing  away 
the  tindjer.  'Phere  were  no  railways  in  those 
days,  and  the  early  settlers  had  to  cart  their 
marketable  produce  all  the  wa)-  to  Boston. 

In  Chelhea  Plisha  Perkins  stayed  until  the 
War  of  1N12  was  u\-er,  but  in  the  fall  of  181  5 
sidd  his  laiul,  cUid  started  for  what  was  then 
consitlered  the  h^ar  West,  intentling  to  locate 
in  the  neij^Idjorhood  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
'Jdie  fam ily  started  with  four  horses  and  two 
wai^ons  and  all  their  h()useli(dd  effects,  and  it 
re(|uired  tfiiee  weeks  for  tlie  o\erland  journey. 
When  they  reaeheil  Moscow,  Pivingston 
County,  the  Alleghany  River  was  so  low  that 
boats  were  nut  running,  so  Mr.  Perkins  left 
his  famil)',  and  went  forward  on  an  investigat- 
ing tour.  He  lOund  that  the  ditticulties  had 
not  been  exaggerated,  and  as  travelling  down 
the  ri\'er  was  out  of  tlie  cpiestion  decided  to 
settle  in  Livingston  Count}'.  His  means 
were  limited;  and  he  fouml  employment  at 
farming,  but  hnally  bought  two  hundred  acres 
in  Geneseo,  where  he  remained  the  rest  of  his 
days,  his  death  occurring  at  the  age  of 
sevenly-^e\en.  His  wife  was  Idizabeth  Hill, 
a  Ct)nnectieut  girl,  wIkj  also  tiled  on  the  home- 
stcLid,  at  the  age  (jf  seventv-six.  Both  are 
interred  in  'J'emple  Hill  Cemetery.  They 
reared  nine  children. 

'Pheii'  son  Jolni  was  eleven  )X'ars  old  when 
he  came  to  Pi\  ingston  County  with  his  par- 
ents; and  he  cm  peidectly  recall  the  incidents 
of  the  trip  antl  the  primitixe  motle  of  lite, 
when  Scpiawkey  Hill  was  still  the  aboile  of 
Indians,  and  deer  and  bears  were  occasionally 
Seen,  thougii  not  numerous.  Before  the  Erie 
Canal  was  constructed,  the  farmers  had  to  cart 
their  wheat  to  Alban)',  and  bi  ing  back  what- 
S(jever  goods  might  be  needed  by  the  family. 
John  attended  the  liisl  school,  taught  in  the 
neighboring  log  cabin,  wheie  the  furniture 
was  of  the  ninst  primitive  description,  the 
benches  being  slabs,  with  wooden  pins  for 
legs.     Of  course  the  boy  worked  on  the  land 


almost  from  his  cradle;  and  it  was  hard  work, 
when  so  1  ittle  agricultural  machinery  liad  been 
invented.  Grass  had  to  be  mown  b}'  hand 
with  scythes.  Grain  had  to  be  cut  with  the 
sickle,  and  was  trampled  out  uiuler  foot  in- 
stead of  being  threshed.  The  mend)ers  of  the 
family,  especially  the  children,  were  clad  in 
homespun ;  and  the  wt)(jl  had  to  be  carded, 
spun,  dressed,  and  woven  by  the  women. 

In  1836  l\Ir.  Perkins  went  to  Michigan  on 
an  exploring  exijcdition,  accompanied  by  his 
brother.  They  walked  to  Buffalo,  and  thence 
went  by  boat  as  far  as  Detroit.  'Phen  they 
again  t(X')k  to  their  feet,  and  went  to  Kent 
County.  There  they  iturchased  a  thousand 
acres,  but  after  a  time  returned  to  Li\-ingston 
County,  where  Jolm  bought  the  farm  of  a  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  where  he  still  lives,  in 
!  the  Genesee  \^illey,  two  miles  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Geneseo.  In  1828,  eight  years  before 
this  IMichigan  exjjedition,  John  Perkins  mar- 
ried Eliza  Beebe,  a  nati\-e  of  this  town,  and  a 
daughter  of  HoiX'stell  Beebe,  a  ]Moneer  here< 
She  died  in  1842;  and  Mr.  Perkins  married 
her  sister,  Jane  Beebe,  who  died  January  4, 
1888.  By  the  fust  marriage  there  were  five 
children  —  Miles,  wdio  was  born  in  1831; 
PTank,  in  1S36;  Artilisa,  in  1838;  W^ashing- 
ton  and  Warren,  twins,  in  1840.  Of  the  sec- 
ond marriage  there  were  three  children  — 
John,  born  in  i  S44 ;  Alice,  in  1852;  and 
P^rancis,  in  1854.  I-'rank  served  his  country 
throughout  the  Civil  War  as  a  mend^er  of  the 
Second  Michigan  Cavalry.  Warren  also  went 
to  war,  was  cai)tured  by  the  rebels  at  Pl)  in- 
outh,  N.C.,  AjMil  20,  1864,  and  starved  to 
death  in  Andersonville  Prison,  where  he 
breathed  his  last  on  the  28th  of  August  of  the 
same  )ear.  Pheir  father  has  living  fifteen 
grandchildren  and  ten  great-grandchildren. 

'Phough  ninety  years  of  age,  and  with  hear- 
ing somewhat  imj^aired,  Mr.  Perkins  is  a  \-ei'y 
bright  gentleman,  with  sound  mind  and  mem- 
ory, and  able  to  take  care  of  his  stock.  He 
is  one  of  the  few  li\  ing  witnesses  of  the  exe- 
cution of  the  Tha)crs  in  Buffalo  for  arson  and 
murder,  in  1825.  Such  men  as  Mr.  Perkins 
are  the  bone  and  hinew  of  American  jirosper- 
ity.  Well  was  it  said  by  Sir  Philip  Sidne)-, 
"True  bravery  is  quiet,  untlemonstrative." 


■-'■I  f':.'!         !.i  .i;iri  liciJ  tni       ^J^J  li  i  Oi*  ijyiiw 


■  ■  I  i: 


o'      •  '  \  "     '  ■■■  il 


'i  •'l<ii:.^^(/;rfi 
•'     '■'■>i-  j  -((1  l)f(*^ 


I,;  • 


-  I 


J'fjv/  !u!)_..  .vJiffij^'i  '•.id 
■  '  -  .,]]     .an,}  '-fii 

••  x-.<  jj-jvcI  J»-.fi 

i   jif  j , . . ;  .M,;,fn7j;t 

..  '•'•'■»•' ■  ■  '  '   './II  i  tl  \rj-\fyyi 

^  =      if;         vJ;-y;i::.«L(:';:;  ,.:ino 

■        i;-:  .vhotii  -.j  .■iJiff.i-in  •„(.?.  i,.-;  ^i  d  jdi  j,, 

'  ^  -i'Of^i  ^..;.>.-  V,JV'!.'.;,.^-!  n-j.I.v 

/'...•i!,-i.-:fi:rjU  :,■•„:  7  ;.j    l-..;.tj;   [m-jIi   |>.-.!.  .  ^ /l  J',  i  Imi  I 

i.'^'i .•;  rw.i.'i    UiU   i\\  :/(.;!> 

,-^ubi»f,-|  i  .•:!_: Mii'.aol   •;f{|     ..••'jd'v.'.  V'-' ;«.';■ 


J,.■■ 


•  i  »n  -'.i-..  /  .';r 


1)     /;  li  rri;  n 


342 


BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


iRS.  SARAH  NORTON  SHEAR- 
MAN resides  on  the  farm  in 
Gainesville,  N.Y.,  whieh  was 
owned  and  conducted  for  nearly 
thirty  years  by  her  husband,  the  late  Robert 
Shearman,  who  died  January  12,  1885,  at  the 
a_ii;e  of  fifty-si\.  Mrs.  Shearman's  parents 
were  lulwartl  and  Lueina  (Wells)  Norton. 
Her  paternal  grandf;ither  was  John  Norton,  a 
native  of  \"ermont,  who  was  a  pioneer  settler 
in  Ki  ic  County,  New  York.  He  was  a  farmer 
and  miller,  and  residetl  in  Erie  County  up  to 
the  time  ot  his  decease. 

His  s(jn  ]'](hvai(l  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  also  learned  the  trade  of  a 
miller.  He  remained  at  home  until  attaining 
his  majority,  and  after  his  marriage  in  1829 
settled  in  (jainesville,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until  his  decease, 
which  occurred  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years. 
Edward  Norton's  wife,  Mrs.  Shearman's 
mother,  was  Lucina  Wells,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Wells,  born  in  Washington  County, 
where  her  parents  jxissed  their  entire  lives. 
She  was  the  mother  of  six  children  —  Harris, 
Sarah  (the  subject  f)f  this  sketch),  Betsey, 
and  Merritt,  now  living;  and  Ellen  and  Laura 
J.,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Lucina  \V. 
Norton  spent  her  last  years  mostly  in  Castile, 
but  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in 
Gainesville  at  the  age  of  si.xty-three.  Mrs. 
Shearman's  parents  were  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist church,  of  which  her  father  was  a  Deacon. 

The  marriage  of  Miss  Sarah  Norton  and 
Robert  Shearuian  took  place  on  March  i, 
1854.  Mr.  Shearman  was  a  son  of  Gideon 
Shearman,  who  came  to  Wyoming  County 
from  Vernon,  Oneida  County,  at  an  early 
date,  settling  as  a  pioneer  in  Perry.  He 
resided  there  for  a  time,  but  finally  removetl 
to  Castile,  where  he  tlied.  Robert  Shearman 
was  born  in  the  above-named  town,  and  reared 
to  agricultural  ])ursuits  upon  his  father's  farm, 
being  one  of  a  family  of  twelve  children.  On 
reaching  manhood,  he  inherited  a  farm  in 
Castile,  u|)on  which  he  resided  for  one  yeai\ 
In  1855,  the  year  after  their  marriage,  he 
and  his  wife  settled  on  the  farm  in  Gaines- 
ville, where  he  continued  to  reside  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.     Mr.  Shearman  was  a 


thorough  iJemocrat.  lie  wah  a  Jll^tice  of  the 
Peace  for  many  )'ears,  also  Justice  of  .Ses- 
sions, Railroad  Comniissionei',  and  iXssessor, 
anti  Loan  Commissioner  lor  three  \eai's.  He 
was  a  jirominent  Mason,  a  member  of  Oakland 
Lotlge,  No.  379,  of  Castile.  He  was  an  al)le 
and  high-minded  citizen,  a  faithful  puldic 
ser\'ant,  and  a  thcjnnighly  honest  man,  and 
dieil  regretted  by  a  lai'ge  circle  of  friends. 

I\Irs.  Sliearman  has  one  daughter,  Inez  M., 
a  )()ung  woman  of  much  j^ractical  ability  in 
affairs,  who  was  of  great  help  to  her  father, 
and  who  since  his  death  has  assisted  her 
mother  in  managing  the  farm,  which  consists 
of  one  hundred  and  se\'en  acres,  devotetl  to 
dairying  and  general  farming.  She  was  care- 
fully and  liberall}'  educatetl  at  I'errv,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Presb)'terian  church,  of  which 
her  father  was  an  attendant.  .Mrs.  Shearman 
is  a  well-i:ireser\'ed  lad)',  who  bears  the  ailded 
burdens  of  later  years  with  cpiiet  dignity  and 
grace.  With  the  loving  helj^  of  her  daughter, 
who  has  been  to  her  a  source  of  much  comfort 
as  well  as  a  strong  stay  since  the  death  of  her 
husband,  she  not  only  "looketh  well  to  the 
ways  of  her  househoKl,  and  eateth  not  the 
bread  of  iiUeness, ''  but  she  has  constant  (i\  er- 
sight  of  the  farm,  well  knowing  that  the  only 
sure  way  of  pre\enting  a  place  from  running 
to  waste  is  by  exercising  constant  \  igilance. 


R.  CIIARLICS  J.  MILLS,  a  popular 
and  well-known  dentist  of  Mount 
\^  J  .Mori  is,  has  achiexed  excellent  suc- 
cess in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion, in  which  he  has  enjoyed  a  large 
experi  -nee  and  gained  a  valuable  reputation 
for  skill  and  sujierior  woikmansh ij).  Li\  ing- 
ston  is  the  count}'  ni  his  nativit\',  hi'^  biith 
haviiig  occurred  in  the  town  cjf  Springwater, 
Januar)'  12,  1844.  He  is  a  son  of  Dr. 
Charles  Mills,  who  was  born  in  Rochester, 
N.V.,  and  a  grantlson  of  Jesse  Mills,  a  native 
of  Connecticut. 

Jesse  Mills  left  the  State  of  his  birth  on  ac- 
count of  his  health,  remo\  ing  to  the  State  of 
New  York,  lio|)ing  that  a  niore  inland  atmos- 
phere might  prove  of  pln'sical  benefit  to  hini, 
and   located    in   Rochester,  being  one  of  its 
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early  settlers.  He  purchased  real  estate  in 
the  then  ^rciwin^  village,  a  part  of  his  proj)- 
erty  hein^-  now  includccl  in  the  site  of  the 
Thinl  rrcsb)'teriaii  church,  and  there  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  married  a  Miss 
I'openeau,  a  native  of  iM-aiice,  where  she  grew 
to  yoimg"  womaidiood,  and  then  came  to  this 
country  as  a  music  teacher. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  brief  biog- 
raphy rccei\'cd  a  thorough  classical  education, 
and  when  a  young  man  htudied  medicine,  but 
afterward  turning  his  attention  to  dentistry 
practised  in  Rochester  until  his  death,  being 
one  of  the  foremost  dentists  of  that  city.  He 
was  twice  married,  the  maiden  name  of  his 
first  wife,  motlier  of  the  Doctor,  having  been 
Atleline  Jennings.  She  was  a  native  of 
Macedon,  Wayne  County,  and  a  daughter  of 
John  Jennings,  wlio  was  born  in  Vermont,  but 
emigrated  from  there  to  Wayne  County,  per- 
forming the  journey  with  teams,  and  located 
in  the  town  of  IMacedcm,  where  he  lived  for  a 
number  of  years.  Mv.  Jennings  subsequently 
came  to  Livingston  County,  and  for  several 
years  kept  a  pul.dic  house  in  Springwatcr,  liv- 
ing there  until  after  the  deatli  of  his  wife, 
when  lie  made  Ids  home  with  a  daughter  at 
Sparta.  In  Januar)',  1844,  a  few  days  after 
tlie  birth  of  a  son,  Charles  J.,  Mrs  Mills 
died,  being  then  but  twenty-two  years  okl. 
Dr.  Mills  afterwuid  married  Harriet  Chapj- 
man,  of  New  Yoric  City,  the  Doctor  being  a 
boy  eleven  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  father's 
second  marriage. 

Dr.  Mills  was  tenderly  cared  for  by  an  aunt 
in  his  }'ounger  )-ears,  living  with  her  until  the 
advent  of  his  step-mother,  when  he  returned 
houie.  He  began  his  school  life  in  the  dis- 
trict scho<ds,  and  aiterward  attended  the 
Rochester  High  School,  which  he  left  to 
enlist  in  the  si^'rvice  of  liis  countiy.  May  2, 
1861,  joining  Companv  I",  of  a  New  York 
regiment,  which  was  innnetliately  ordered  to 
the  front,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run. 
After  Serving  for  a  }ear  with  his  regiment, 
Dr.  IMiUs  had  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever,  and 
being  discharged  leturued  home.  As  soon  as 
he  was  able  to  be  about,  he  assisted  IMajor 
Downey  to  raise  C(jmi)any  K  of  the  Thirteenth 
New  York  \'olunteer  Infantry,  and  received 


the  commission  of  Second  Lieutenant.  Pre- 
ferring the  cavalry  service,  however,  he  re- 
signed his  commission,  and  joined  the  Eighth 
New  York  Cavalry  as  Sergeant  of  Company 
M,  remaining  with  that  regiment,  which  was 
one  of  the  most  active  in  tlie  service,  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  .Sixty-eight  different 
battles,  engagements,  or  skirmishes  were  par- 
ticipated in  by  the  famed  Eighth  New  York 
Cavalry;  but  iJr.  Mills  ne\er  a  moment 
flinched  from  his  duty  during  the  time  of  activ- 
ity, and  was  twice  wounded.  After  the  close 
of  the  war  he  anil  his  comrades  were  present 
at  the  grand  review;  and  he  received  his 
honorable  discharge  in  June,  1865.  Return- 
ing to  the  home  of  his  father,  Dr.  Mills  began 
the  stuily  of  dentistry,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Lima,  where  he 
lived  until  1882,  busily  engaged.  He  then 
opened  his  present  office  at  Alount  Morris, 
and  during  the  interim  has  secured  an  exten- 
sive and  lucrative  practice. 

On  the  i6th  of  July,  1S67,  the  union  of  Dr. 
Mills  and  Anna  J.  Artman  was  solemnized. 
Mrs.  Mills  was  born  in  Si)aita,  Livingston 
County,  and  is  a  tlaughter  of  Abram  Artman, 
of  that  place.  Socially,  the  Doctor  is  Last 
Commander  oi  J.  E,.  Lee  Post,  No.  281, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Repuldic,  anil  belongs  to 
Union  Lodge,  No.  145,  at  Lima,  and  to 
Mount  Morris  Chapter,  Xo.  122.  He  is  aEo 
a  member  of  Genesee  Valley  Loilge,  Ancient 
Order  ut  United  Workmen. 


\VAYh.LIAM  DANA  IHTZlIUGll,  late 
(iro\"eland,  was  a  descendant  of 
an  old  and  highl)'  esteemed  Colonial 
faniil)',  and  was  well  known  in  Li\ingsl(ju 
Count)'.  He  was  born  at  .Son)ea,  and  tiled  at 
the  "Hermitage,"  Maich,  1889,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-fi\e  years.  His  father,  Dr.  Daniel  H. 
I'  itzhugh,  was  a  nati\e  ot  Washington  C'ount)', 
M;n)land.  He  came  to  Li\ingston  County, 
New  \'ork,  in  1814,  to  su|)erintend  the  build- 
ing of  Hampton  lor  his  father.  Colonel  Will- 
iam I'dt/.hugh,  who  mo\'ed  here  with  his  large 
famll)-  in  i8  16. 

Colonel  William  I'dtzhugh  served  as  Alde- 
de  camp  on  the  staff  of  (ieiier.d  \\"a^hlnglon 
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through  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  father, 
Captain  William  l-'it/hugh,  was  a  liritish  offi- 
cer. Too  I'ltl  and  inlirni  himself  for  active 
service  in  ij/f),  he  forwarded  the  resignation 
of  his  commission  in  the  Horse  Guards,  and 
sent  his  two  sons,  l'en'\'  and  William,  to  (len- 
eral  Washington,  uho,-,c  atfection  and  confi- 
dence he  enjoNcil  to  a  lemai'kable  degree. 
]5oth  sons  ser\e(l  with  gallantry  through  the 
entii'e  war.  Colonel  William  Fitzhugh,  after 
his  marriage  with  Mis^  .Ann  Hughes,  resided 
foi-  a  num])er  of  \'ears  on  his  beautiful  estate, 
"  The  lli\'e,"  the  birthplace  of  the  seven  sons 
and  ti\e  daughtci's  who  came  with  their  ]):iv- 
ents  to  li\'e  at  the  home  in  Cjr(n-eland,  near 
Alount  Morris,  called  Hamilton. 

Dr.  Daniel  H.  b'ilzhugh  in  1826  located  at 
Sonyea,  and  became  the  owner  (jf  large  tracts 
of  land  in  that  vicinity,  part  of  which  he 
afterward  sold  to  the  .Shakers,  antl  which  was 
later  jnu'chased  1)\'  the  .State  for  the  Craig 
Colon}'  for  epileptics.  He  was  an  extremely 
vigorous  man,  full  of  enterprise,  and  li\ed  to 
be  cighty-se\en  )ears  old,  being  active  and  in 
full  possession  of  his  mental  faculties  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  was  the  result  of  an 
accident,  and  not  fi'om  disease  or  old  age. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  y\nne  Daria.  She  was  a 
native  of  .Sodus,  N.  \'.  ;  and  her  father,  Cap- 
tain William  P.  1  )ana,  born  in  I'jigland,  was 
an  officer  of  the  Hrilish  army.  He  came  to 
America  with  his  unilc.  Sir  William  Pulte- 
ney,  ])i'oprietoi-  of  the  I'ulteney  tract,  antl  mar- 
rieil  the  daughter  of  Colonel  I'erry  I'Mtzhugh. 
She  died  at  the  birth  of  a  child;  and  Captain 
Dana,  lea\ing  his  child  w  ith  its  grandparents, 
returneel  to  England,  where  he  passed  the 
remainiler  of  his  daws.  His  daughter  married 
at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and  (.lied  at  the  age  of 
forty-si.x,  in  1S50. 

William  Dana  h"it/.luigh,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  marrieil  Anne  Cairoll,  the  daughter  of 
Charles  11.  Can'oll  and  Alida  \'aii  Rensselaer 
Carroll.  in  i  S4<j  he,  with  his  wife,  reniox'ed 
to  Michigan.  The\  drow  in  theii'  own  con- 
veyance to  iiuttalo,  and  Irom  there  went  \'ia 
the  lake  to  Detroit.  Thence  l\Ir.  ITt^luigh 
drove;  antl  Mrs.  b'it/.hugh  accomi)anied  him, 
rilling    t)n    horseback   through    the  woods  to 


.Saginaw.     This  place,  now  Cit\',  Mich., 

was  then  a  small  village  containing  but  ten 
hoiLses,  one  ot  which  Ijelonged  to  the  Hon, 
James  C.  l^iiaie}',  who  trom  this  little  place, 
then  calletl  Lower  .Saginaw,  was  nominated  as 
the  first  v\l)olition  candidate  toi'  I'lesident. 
.Mrs.  ])irne\  was  a  daughter  ol  Colonel  Will- 
iam h'it/luigh,  aiul  went  with  her  husband  to 
li\e  there  in  i  CS40.  W  illiam  D.  ITtzhugh 
enuaued  in  the  real  estate  busines.^,  inclutliiiL;' 
surveying,  and  also  in  the  lumbei'  business, 
and  remained  there  lour  \eai.s.  lie  then  re- 
turneti  to  Xew  \'ork  .State,  and  li\etl  at  the 
"Hermitage''  in  (irtneland.  ills  tlealh  oc- 
curred there  in  March,  i<S,Si^.  Since  her  hus- 
band's death  Mrs.  l-'itzliugh  has  occupied  the 
beautiful  homestead  known  as  "Hampton,'' 
which  has  been  in  the  famil)-  ever  since  it  was 
built,  in  1.S14. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  h'itzhugh  reared  si.\  of  their 
eight  children.  Aime,  Alida,  Cornelia,  and 
lulward  are  now  living.  Charles  Carroll  h'it/:- 
luigh,  the  eklest  son,  died  at  the  age  of  twentv- 
si.\  years,  antl  Willie  at  sixteen.  Samuel  antl 
Archie  tlietl  \'oung.  Anne  l'"itzhugh  is  the 
wife  t)f  the  Ht)n.  Hamilton  M.  Wright,  of  \iay 
City,  Mich. 


TpTuX.  CIIARLICS  H.  CARROLL,  the 
1-=^  first  Jutlge  of  Livingston  Coimtv, 
1 19  I  Xew  \'ork,  was  born  at  Hellevue, 
Cjfoigetown  Heights,  D.C.,  Ma}' 4, 
1794.  He  was  a  w<ii  th}'  descendant  (jf  a  long- 
line  of  illustiiouh  ancestors,  some  of  whom 
bore  a  conspicuous  i)art  in  la}'ing  the  foiintla- 
tion  antl  establishing  the  republic  ot  the 
Unitetl  States,  being  the  son  tif  the  Hon. 
Charles  Carroll,  of  Hellevue,  whose  tatlier, 
Charles  Carroll  of  Duddington,  was  the  son  of 
Daniel  Carroll,  born  in  the  neighborhood  of 
what  is  now  the  District  ot  Columbia,  antl 
grantlson  of  Charles  Carroll,  a  native  of 
i'jigland,  who  emigrated  to  Marvlantl  in  the 
}ear  i^Stj,  ami  was  the  oi  iginal  foimtler  of  the 
t.unil}'  in  America.  He  vv.is  appointetl  f  lulge 
ami  kegislei'  ot  the  I.antl  C  )hice,  ami  agent 
antl  leceiver  of  rents  for  Lord  1-ialtimore. 
He  marrieil  in  America,  ami  reared  two  sons, 
Daniel  and  Charles.     A  son  of  the  latter  was 
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tlic  huiKuis  patriot,  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carroll- 
ton,  who  was  one  ot  the  sij^ners  of  the  Decla^ 
lation  ot  1  lulependence.  iJaiiiel  Carroll  mar- 
ried J^llen  Rosiei",  and  settled  upon  what  is 
now  Capitol  Mill,  \\'ashinj;ton,  D.C.,  where 
he  built  a  tine  resiileme,  his  farm  iiicludin^^ 
the  site  of  the  cit\'.  He  was  a  man  of  lari^e 
means,  and  \'ei)-  piominent  in  jnihlic  affairs, 
being  a  member  Congress  in  i/cSy-Qi.  He 
I'eared  three  ehililren  - ]-^leanore,  Mar}',  and 
Charles.  ]']leanore  mairied  the  bi'other  of 
Arehbishop  Caiioll.  Charles  married  Maiy 
Hill,  antl  leared  three  ehilclren —  Daniel,  of 
J  )uildingtoii  ;  Charles,  of  Ikdlevue;  and  HeniA' 
Carroll. 

Charles  Carroll,  of  Jkdlevue,  was  the 
founder  of  the  (ienesee  branch  of  the  family. 
In  1798,  accompanied  by  his  brother  Daniel 
and  C(donel  Nathaniel  Rochester,  he  ])ene- 
tratetl  the  wilds  (jf  Western  New  York;  and 
upon  tliis  trip  the\-  lourchased  a  one-hundred- 
acre  tract  at  the  falU  of  the  Genesee  Ri\'er, 
wheie  the  cil)'  ot  Rochester  was  originalh'  laid 
out.  In  the  \ear  1  Noo  the)'  founded  the  cit\- 
and  named  it  Rochesterx  i lie,  in  honor  of  Colo- 
nel Rochester.  About  the  same  time  I\Ir. 
Carroll,  with  Colonel  W  illiam  h'itzhugh,  pur- 
chaseil  the  lieiinitage  tiact  of  twelve  thousand 
acies,  in  tlie  \  icinit)'  of  Ab)unt  Morris,  which 
included  the  site  of  Williamsburg,  then  quite 
a  \illage.  In  1814  Daniel  I'Mtzhugh  and  his 
sister  Rebecca,  who  afterWcU'd  married  Dr. 
I'rederick  l^ackus,  went  theie  for  the  pur]K)se 
of  locating  the  site  and  pie[)aring  the  home 
loi'  their  father  and  mother.  They  journeyed 
upon  hor.^eback,  their  .slaves  accompanying 
them  with  teams  loaded  with  [jrovisions  and 
other  necessar)  suiiplies.  I'hey  selected  a 
tract  which  had  been  jiaitially  cleared  and 
impi"o\etl  b\'  one  John  ilampton,  and  this 
estate  has  since  been  known  as  Hamilton. 

In  1816  Major  Carioll  and  Colonel  Fitz- 
hugh,  with  their  families,  airived  here  for  the 
])urpose  ot  settling,  the  former  locating  at 
Wi  lliamsbui'g.  lie  was  \ei"\'  actix'e  in  jioli- 
tics,  and  took  a  leading  part  in  the  political 
campaign  which  resulteil  in  the  election  of 
James  Monroe.  'J'he  Tresident  offered  him  a 
seat  in  his  cabinet  —  that  of  Secretary  of 
State;   but,  as  he  had   taken  such  an  active 


jxirt  in  the  campaign,  the  Major  was  afraid  he 
woukl  be  consideretl  an  office-seeker,  and  upon 
that  grountl  lefused.  lie  was  afterward  aji- 
pointed  Receiver  of  Public  Mone_\s  toi'  the 
Territory  of  Missouri,  which  tlien  compiised 
all  the  countr)'  King  west  ol  I.oui.siana.  lie 
accepted  this  app<Mntment,  and  went  theie 
with  his  lamily,  trax  elling  o\  erland  the  entire 
distance.  He  remained  there  two  )'ears,  and 
then  returned  to  the  (ieiiesee  \alle)-  where  he 
li\ed  in  retiiement  until  his  decease.  The 
maiden  name  of  Major  Caiaoll's  wife  was 
Anne  Sprigg.  She  was  a  daughtei'  ol  Joseph 
and  Hainiah  (Lee)  Sprigg,  of  Cedar  drove, 
Harjier's  h'err}',  which  is  said  to  ha\e  been 
a  \er)'  fjcautiful  place.  Mrs.  Carroll  reared 
eight  children. 

The  Hon.  Charles  H.  Carroll,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  recei\ed  a  libei'al  education. 
He  inherited  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Living- 
ston  County,  and  erectetl  a  most  beautiful  lesi- 
dence  a  short  distance  tinni  tlie  \illage  ot 
Mount  Morris,  known  as  the  ileiniitage.  He 
was  activ'c  in  ]>olitical  affairs,  supporting  the 
Whig  part)',  and  was  an  ardent  atlmirer  of 
Henr)'  C'la)".  He  married  ALss  Alida  \'an 
Rensselaer,  of  Utica,  N.  daughter  of  Jere- 
miah and  S\'bil  (Kane)  \'aii  Rensselaer,  and 
a  direct  descentlant  of  Killian  \'an  liensse- 
laei',  a  wealth)'  pearl  and  diamond  merchant  of 
Holland,  who  in  1630  lK)Ught  a  large  estate, 
including  the  ])iesent  counties  of  Alban)', 
Colund)ia,  aiul  Rensselaer,  New  \'ork,  and 
named  Reiisselaeiswick.  He  was  the  hrst 
I'atroon;  and  liis  eldest  son,  Johannes,  the 
second.  J!oth  of  them  spent  their  li\es  iii 
Hollaiul.  i'he  fust  of  the  kunih'  in  this 
counti)'  wa'-  Jan  liaptist,  the  second  son  ot 
Killian,  who  came  o\er  a  few  \ears  after  his 
lather's  death,  which  occurred  at  Amsterdam  in 
1644,  as  diiector  of  the  colons',  1  e[)resenting 
Johannes.  The  giandfather  of  iMrs.  Carroll 
was  the  Re\ ol ut ioiiar\'  soUlier,  Ceneral  Rcibert 
Vdu  Rensselaer.  Airs.  Carr(dl  reaietl  thiee 
daughters,  and  died  in  l83_\  Coiiielia  mar- 
ried I'jlward  r.  l-'uUer,  and  lesides  in  (iiand 
Rapids,  Mich.;  Adclina  died  in  1 8(>o  ;  and 
i\nna  I'^  is  the  widow  of  the  late  William 
l'"itzhugh,  a  sketch  of  whom  ajJiiears  elsewhere 
in  this  work.     Mrs.  Fitzluigh  and  her  children 
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ai'c  the  (iiil)'  liiK-al  tlcscciulaiits  of  the  Hon. 
Cliai  k's  II.  C'ai  roll  now  residing  in  this 
count)'.  She  occupies  the  beautiful  estate, 
situated  a  sliort  distance  from  the  village  of 
M(junt  Morris,  known  as  Hampton.  The 
record  of  this  famil)'  is  one  of  which  the 
peo])le  of  Livingston  County  may  justh'  feel 
proutl. 


YRON  A.  NKVINS,  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive farmers  and  business  men  of 
Perry,  N.Y.,  was  born  upon  the  farm 
he  now  owns  and  occupies,  December 
25,  1S4S.  lie  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Jacob  and 
L\'eline  (Strong)  Xe\ins,  grandson  of  John 
and  llepsibah  (Hubbartl)  Nevins  and  great- 
grandson  of  David  and  Louisa  (Patch)  Nevins, 
who  came  from  Scotland  to  America  about 
1730,  and  lived  for  a  time  at  Bedford,  Mass. 
After  revisiting  their  native  country,  they 
settled  in  IloUis,  N.H.,  but  later  removed  to 
Plymouth  in  that  State,  where  they  died, 
leaving  four  childien  —  John,  Margaret, 
Louis,  and  David.  In  18 12  John  Nevins 
moved  to  Danville,  \'t.,  where  he  was  a 
farmer  and  shoemaker.  His  si.x  children 
w^re:  Davitl,  wlio  married  Caroline  Bowers; 
Sally,  wife  of  Jolm  Wilson;  Louise,  wife  of 
Paul  1).  Phillips;  Jacob,  who  married  listher 
Steel,  and  after  her  death  in  early  life  mar- 
ried for  his  second  wife,  January  17,  1848, 
ICveline  Strong;  Hepsihah,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  si.vteen;  and  Judith,  wife  of  Ira  True. 
The  grandparents  died  in  Perry  at  the  resi- 
dence t)f  their  son,  botli  having  attained  a  ripe 
old  age.  Their  chiUh'en  ha\'e  all  passed 
away. 

Dr.  Jacob  Nevins  was  born  January  13, 
17S8,  at  Plymouth,  X.H.  He  was  educated 
at  St.  Johnsbury,  \'t.,  ami  studied  medicine 
with  Dr.  Jewett.  He  |)ractised  in  Vermont 
until  I  81  5,  when  he  came  on  horseback  to  the 
town  of  Perry,  which  was  at  that  time  very 
thinly  inhabited,  only  a  few  Eastern  families 
having  settled  there.  Being  favorably  im- 
jiressed  with  the  new  country,  he  began 
searching  for  a  suitable  place  to  locate;  ami, 
while  riding  one  tlay  from  Perry  to  Perry 
Centre,    he    stopped    to    speak    with  Pettie 


Bebee,  who  was  engaged  in  making  maple 
sugar.  l"he  latter,  being  tlissatisfietl  with  Iiis 
new  home,  readily  made  a  trade  with  the 
Doctor,  to  whom  he  sold  his  fifty  acres  of 
land  for  five  hundred  dollars,  and  returned 
J'last,  while  the  new  possessor  proceeded  to 
erect  a  house.  Dr.  Nevins  sent  for  his  par- 
ents, who  lived  and  died  there,  as  above  men- 
tioned. Pie  cleared  and  improved  his  farm, 
erected  a  suljstantial  residence  and  (jther 
buildings,  and  became  one  of  the  most  noted 
pjhysicians  in  the  county.  He  practised  over 
a  broad  section,  and  later  built  a  drug  store 
and  office  near  his  residence,  which  still 
stands.  Dr.  Nevins  died  September  28, 
i860.  He  had  three  childreii — David; 
B)'ron,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Walter 
B.,  who  was  born  in  1S51,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  ten  years. 

Dr.  Nevins  was  a  great  admirer  of  horses, 
and  had  bred  many  fine  animals.  He  specu- 
lated successfully  in  real  estate,  and  was  also 
an  extensive  dealer  in  cattle,  taking  these  in 
payment  for  medical  fees,  in  order  to  make 
payment  more  easy  for  the  early  settlers.  He 
was  always  ready  to  assist  his  neighbors  in 
distress.  In  i)olitics  he  was  a  strong  Demo- 
crat. His  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Presb)'- 
terian  church,  and  he  himself  was  very  liberal 
in  religious  views. 

Byron  A.,  the  Doctor's  second  son,  was 
educated  at  Perry  Academy  and  at  the 
Rochester  Business  College.  He  entered  the 
book  and  paper  business  in  Perry,  the  firm 
being  known  as  Wygart  tS:  Nevins.  Selling 
his  interest  at  the  end  of  one  year,  his  father 
having  died,  he  took  possession  of  the  old 
homestead,  which  consists  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres.  November  9,  1S70,  Mr.  Ne\-ins 
was  unitetl  in  marriage  to  Maria,  daughter  of 
George  and  Jemima  (Keatoii)  Johnson,  who 
were  both  born  in  P'ngland.  They  came  to 
America,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Castile,  and 
reared  two  chiUlren.  Lmma,  born  January 
10,  1847,  mairied  (jcorge  W.  Criews,  and  has 
three  chiklren  -William,  George,  and  J'lhn; 
Maria,  Mrs.  Nevins,  was  born  July  10.  1849. 
Mr.  Johnson  was  a  Republican,  and  both  him- 
self and  wife  are  members  of  the  Bajjtist 
church.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Byron  A.  Nevins  have 
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three  chiUlrcii  -Walter,  hnvu  May  5,  1875; 
Mark  J.,  born  Se[)tember  24,  1877;  ^^"^^^ 
Lawrence  B.,  born  June   15,  1S8S. 

Mr.  Nevins  is  one  of  the  largest  sheep 
tlealers  in  the  country,  ha\in_L;  wintered  as 
many  as  seven  huiulretl  head;  ami  he  also 
breeds  cattle,  horses,  and  hugs.  He  raises 
large  quantities  of  beans,  wheat,  and  potatoes, 
and  is  in  every  wa)-  a  model  farmer.  He  is  a 
vei'y  acti\'e  [xditician,  being  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  has  been  Highway  Commissioner 
and  Supervisor  five  years.  He  is  very  liberal 
in  his  religious  views,  and  always  charitable 
and  kind-hearted  in  ilisjiosition.  He  is  a 
member  ot  Consolatiim  Ludge,  No.  404, 
A.  V.  ik.  A.  M.,  (if  I'eriy,  antl  a  Director  of 
the  Citizens'  Bank.  He  is  also  Secretary  and 
Trustee  of  the  Berry  Knitting  Mills,  in  which 
he  is  a  stockholder. 


an( 


01  IN  R.  McINrVRl-:  was  born  in 
York,  Livingston  County,  January  7, 
iSjO.  His  grandfather,  also  John  R. 
Mclntyre,  was  a  native  of  Scotland, 
was  one  of  the  early  jMonecr  settlers  of 
Caledonia,  purchasing  three  hundred  acres  of 
wiUl  land  in  a  part  of  the  town  which  is  now 
the  north-western  section  of  York.  The  for- 
ot  growth  had  to  l)e  cut  awa)'  to  clear  a  space 
for  the  humble  log  home,  wdiich  was  built  to 
shelter  his  wife  and  family.  Nine  weeks  and 
three  days  were  consumed  in  the  voyage  to 
America;  and  the  first  place  of  residence  was 
lohnstown,  N.\'.  h'rom  that  point  the  jour- 
ney to  Livingstim  County  was  made  by  o\ 
teams,  by  which  rough  mode  of  conveyance  he 
brought  his  wife  and  seven  children  to  their 
new  home.  The  remainder  of  his  life  was 
S|)ent  in  York,  where  he  died  in  185 1.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  as 
was  almost  any  leal  .Scotsman  in  those  days. 

The  father  of  Jolm  R.  Mclntyre,  of  wdiom 
we  write,  was  boi  11  in  Aigyleshire,  Scotland; 
and,  being  but  a  child  when  his  fatiier  emi- 
grated to  America,  his  meagre  education  was 
accpiired  thndng  the  short  i)eriod  of  residence 
in  Johnstown.  As  he  grew  up  he  worked 
about  the  farm,  of  which  he  afterward  became 
a  joint  possessor  with  his  brother,  buying  out 


the  other  heirs.  His  wife  was  Isabella  (iillis, 
a  daughter  of  D.  ArchibaKl  (iillis,  an  old 
Scotch  settler;  ami  ihey  reaied  a  family  of 
eight  children  —  Helen,  Josepli,  Daniel,  Je- 
mima, Mary,  John  R.,  Catherine,  and  Arclii- 
bald.  The  father  was  fifty-si.\  when  he  dietl; 
and  his  widow  survi\'ed  him  some  years,  being 
seventy-eight  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

John  R.  Mclnt)re,  (;f  this  sketch,  was  the 
eldest  child  in  the  parental  family,  and  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  of  York.  His 
natural  liking  for  farm  life  has,  perhajjs,  been 
one  of  the  elements  of  his  success.  At  the 
age  ol  tliirty-one  years  he  became  the  ]3osses- 
st)r  of  the  property  he  now  owns,  wdiich  is  a 
pari  of  tile  original  e.itate.  He  married  Miss 
Grace  A.  Hamilton,  of  Yi;rk ;  and  of  this 
union  there  are  the  following-named  children: 
Jeanette,  Helen  Kate,  antl  B.  Roy.  Both 
husband  anil  wife  are  in  the  coniniunion  of  the 
Bresbyterian  church.  Mr.  IMcIntyre  cast  his 
first  Bi-esidential  vote  for  John  P.  Hale  in 
1852,  and  has  l)een  a  Republican  since  tlie 
formation  of  the  party. 


^YAVlLLIAM    T.    SPI'NNIG,    the  we 

known  and  highly  successful  tlry- 
g(jods  merchant  of  iJansville  and 
Presiclent  of  the  Merchants'  and  P'armers' 
Ikuik,  is  a  native  <if  Saratoga  County,  New 
York,  and  was  born  on  the  20th  of  September, 
1820.  His  father,  William  Spennig,  was 
born  in  ?New  Jeisey,  and  being  left  fatherless 
at  the  tender  age  of  five  j-ears  was  bound  out 
by  the  administrators  of  his  father's  estate, 
and  as  soon  as  able  learned  the  tratle  of 
wagon-mcd<';r,  working  at  that  calling  until 
his  maiidage.  He  then  removed  to  Ca)'uga 
Count)-,  New  \'ork,  purchased  a  farm,  and 
u\)on  it  resided  for  se\'en  years.  He  then 
sold,  and  uKn-ed  to  West  .Sparta,  Livingston 
Count)',  where  he  purcliasetl  anutliei"  farm,  and 
after  ci)n(,lucting  it  for  a  time  again  changed 
his  residence,  haxing  trailed  his  farm  in  the 
last-named  town  for  one  in  Mount  Morris. 
He,  however,  made  his  home  in  the  village, 
and  died  there  at  the  age  of  sevent3-five.  He 
was  a  member  of  tlie  Presbyterian  church  of 
West    Sixuta,    but    later    of    the  Methodist 
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church  at  IMount  Morris.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Mary  lla)'es.  She  was  a  na- 
tive of  Saratoga  Cmml)-.  They  were  the  par- 
ents uf  nine  chiUh'en,  as  folknvs:  Elizabeth, 
William  T.,  riitcbe,  John,  Mary,  Marriet, 
Marcia,  Daniel,  and  Ansel.  Of  these  the 
only  sui\ivors  are  William  T.,  Ansel,  and 
Harriet.  Mis.  Mary  Hayes  Spennig  was  a 
member  uf  the  l'resb}'terian  church  at  Mount 
,\bin'is.  She  passed  her  decliniii<^  years  in 
that  town,   (.h'iiiL;  at  the  a^e  of  eighty-six. 

William  1".  .SpeniUL;  recei\'ed  his  education 
at  the  ili^trict  schools  and  at  Nunda  Acad- 
emy, lie  lemained  witli  his  father,  assisting 
him  upon  the  farm,  until  reaching  the  age  of 
twenty-eight,  and  then  engaged  in  business  in 
Kyserville  for  a  time,  then  moved  his  stock 
of  goods  to  Dansville,  where  he  engaged  in 
business  for  liimself,  remaining  here  tliree 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  re- 
turned to  Kyser\'ille,  ami  embarked  in  the  dry- 
gooils  business,  coiitinning  in  it  for  five  years. 
Disposing  of  this,  he  returned  to  Dansville, 
and  entered  the  gioceiy  business,  which  he 
conducteil  until  1861,  when,  disposing  of  his 
interest,  he  returned  to  the  dry-goods  busi- 
ness, this  time  as  a  clerk,  and  remained  on  a 
salar)'  for  twelve  )'ears.  In  1876  he  opened 
the  [)resent  large  estal^lishment,  under  the 
firm  name  of  .S|)ennig,  Vh\  &  Co.,  and  has 
successfully  coiulucted  the  same  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  The  firm  has  the  largest  and  most 
extensive  establ ishnient  ot  the  kind  in  Dans- 
ville, and  carries  the  heaviest  stock  of  dry 
goods  and  notions  in  Livingston  County. 
Mr.  .Spennig  is  also  the  oldest  merchant  in 
town. 

Januaiy  13,  1S4S,  Mr.  Spennig  man  ietl 
Sarah  Walker,  a  daughter  of  Mi)hraim  Walker, 
a  farmer  of  West  .Sp  u  ta,  and  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  that  town.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spennig 
have  one  son,  William  .A.,  who  attended  the 
|)ublic  schools  of  Dans\ille,  and  completed 
his  education  by  a  two  years'  course  at  I'ike 
Seminary.  When  Mr.  Spennig  established 
his  present  luisin.  ss,  he  ga\'e  his  son  an  inler- 
est  in  the  same;  and  he  has  pro\'ed  himself  an 
able  and  worthy  assistant  to  his  father.  Mr. 
.Spennig  is  also  interestetl  in  various  financial 
institutions.      He   was   the  principal  mover 


in  the  organization  of  the  Merchants"  and 
l''armers'  National  Bank  of  Dans\ille,  and  was 
its  fir>t  I'resident;  and  it  is  through  hi^  care- 
ful foresight  that  this  institution  enj(j\s  it-, 
[jresent  enviable  reinitation  of  being  one  ot 
the  soundest  financial  conee-iais  in  the  count)'. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  (Jrder  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  takes  a  great  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  lodge. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  Mr.  Si)ennig, 
either  socially  or  in  a  bu^iue^s  wa}'.  In  the 
latter  he  is  al\\a)\s  consullc'd  b)  those  need- 
ing advice,  anti  is  ever  ready  to  render  his 
\aluable  assistance.  His  rare  judgment  and 
long  and  varied  experience  in  mercantile 
affairs  enable  him  to  cpiickly  discern  the  right 
solution  of  any  and  all  tpiestions  laid  before 
him;  and  his  oi:)inion  is  relied  upc;n  as  being 
sound  and  generally  correct. 

Mr.  Spennig  is  Republican  in  politics,  and 
was  formerly  a  Whig,  having  cast  his  first 
I'residential  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  He  is  an 
earnest  member  of  the  l'resb)terian  church, 
having  been  an  Elder  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  and  was  superintendent  of  the  SimdaN- 
school  for  several  years.  He  has  everv  rea- 
son to  look  upon  his  success  with  ]n"ide,  for  it 
is  the  result  of  ])ure  and  honorable  business 
methods.  He  resides  tpiietly,  enjoying  the 
many  comforts  ot  his  beaut  it  ul  home,  ami  is 
beloved  and  respected  b)'  his  fellow-townsmen. 


/^ATTAIN  SAMUI'T.  CU LB]':RTS0N, 
I  Kr^  a  well-to-do  farmer  resitling  in  the 
\U  ^  town  of  (iroveland,  Li\-ingston 
County,  X.\'.,  and  a  X'eteran  of  the 
Civil  War,  was  born  August  30,  1837.  His 
father,  .Samuel  Craig  Culbertson,  was  also  a 
native  of  Groveland,  and  was  born  in  1799. 
His  grandfather,  Andrew  Culbertson,  was  a 
native  of  I'enns)  1  van ia,  as  was  al^^o  his  great- 
grandfathei",  who  fought  in  the  Revolutioiuirv 
War,  and  was  killetl  b\'  Indians  in  1777. 
(  l'"or  a  more  complete  hi^tu  v  oi  the  tainih' 
see  "  The  (ienealogyof  the  Culbertson  l"am- 
ily,"  jiublished  b)-  Dr.  l.ewl^,  Culbert>(jn,  uf 
Janesville,  ( )hio.  ) 

Amlrew  Culbertson  was  (jne  of  the  \]v>t  set- 
tlers in  Groveland,  coming  here  when  it  was 
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a  part  of  Ontario  County  antl  an  almost  un- 
broken wilderness.  lie  elearetl  and  improved 
a  farm,  upon  wliieh  lie  resiiled  until  his  de- 
cease. His  wife,  whose  maitlen  name  was 
I'lli/abeth  Craii;',  was  also  a  native  of  Penns^'l- 
vania.  Their  son,  Samuel  Craig  Culbertson, 
was  reared  tu  ai;rieultuial  jiursuits,  and  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  throu;j,h  life.  He  died 
in  1857.  Tlie  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Nancy  Johnson,  and  she  is  still  living  at  the 
age  of  eighty-nine  )'ears.  She  reared  nine 
children,  as  f(jllows:  Jolm  ;  h'rank ;  Margaret; 
Samuel,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Eliza- 
beth; Michael;  Nancy;  I\Iatikla;  and  lulward. 

Samuel  Culbertson  obtained  his  primary 
education  in  the  distiict  schools,  and  entered 
the  State  normal  sch>)ol  at  Albany  for  an  ad- 
vanced course,  but  unfortunately  was  obliged 
on  account  of  ill  health  to  relinquish  his 
studies  iK'fore  graduating.  He  was  engaged 
in  farming  until  September,  1862,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Compan}-  15,  (hie  Hundred  and 
'thirtieth  Regiment,  New  \'ork  Volunteer  In- 
fantr)\  He  served  in  that  regiment  for  one 
)'ear,  and  was  then  transferred  to  the  First 
New  ^'ork  Dj-agoons,  with  which  he  served 
until  August,  1864,  when  he  was  compelled 
to  resign  from  i)hysical  disability.  He  was 
mustered  into  the  service  as  a  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, but  for  gallant  and  meritorious  con- 
duct was  promotetl  to  be  First  Lieutenant  and 
then  to  be  Captain.  His  regiment  was  con- 
stantly engaged  in  active  service;  and  Cap- 
tain Culbertson  was  a  participant  in  the 
following  battles:  b^ranklin,  Manassas  Plains, 
Culpeper,  Charlotteville,  Todd's  Tavern, 
Scpiirrel  Bridge,  Ik'aver  Dam,  Yellow  Tavern, 
Meadow  Bridge,  ^lechanicsville,  Ilawes  Shop, 
()1(1  Chui-ch,  and  the  two  days'  fight  at  Cold 
Harbor.  After  his  retirement  from  the  army 
Captain  Culbertson,  as  soon  as  able,  resumed 
farming,  and  in  1865  settled  upon  the  farm  he 
now  owns  and  occupies.  It  is  well  improved, 
comprising  one  hundred  and  ninety-eiglit 
acres,  and  is  one  of  the  most  beautifully  sit- 
uated and  sightly  estates  in  the  Genesee 
\'alley. 

In  1866  Captain  Samuel  Culbertson  married 
Sarah  R.  H.  Johnston,  a  native  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  and   daughter  of  James  M.  Johnston. 


The)'  have  had  four  cliildren,  three  of  whom 
are  now  living --- Margaret  R.,  .Samuel  C, 
and  James  J.  Robert  jAI.,  the  second  child, 
died  at  the  age  of  ihi'ee  )'ears.  The  gallant 
Cajjtain  is  a  coiurade  of  Curtis  I'ust,  Xo.  3(j3, 
Grand  Army  of  tlie  Republir:  and  botli  him- 
self and  wife  ai'e  members  of  llie  I'resb)'teriaii 
church.  In  Captain  Culbertson  the  towns- 
people of  Groveland  have  a  fellow-citizen  of 
whom  they  may  well  be  proud — a  patriotic, 
high-minded,  generous-hearted  gentleman,  de- 
serving in  every  wa}'  of  the  high  respect 
and  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  entire 
commun  it)-. 

The  portrait  to  be  found  in  close  proximity 
to  the  present  sketch  is  an  unmistakable  like- 
ness of  the  true  "son  of  libert)',"'  wdiosc 
shoulder  straps  were  bravely  won 

••  in  the  slrilc 
For  C()untr\'.  for  trcctloni.  loi-  honor,  loi'  hic."' 


1^^-^'^^'"'^^'^"  Lb:LAND  THOMSON,  an 
LLl  extensive  farmer  and  fruit  grower  of 
yJ|A  Avon,  is  a  native  aiul  a  life-long 
resident  of  the  town,  and  occupies 
the  old  homestead  that  has  been  in  possession 
of  the  Thomson  family  f(jr  several  genera- 
tions. He  was  born  in  1S41,  his  natal  tlay 
being  December  26.  His  father,  Leland  S. 
Thomson,  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  the 
2 1  st  of  December,  i  S09,  his  nati\'e  place 
being  Peru,  Berkshire  Count)-,  Mass.,  which 
was  alst)  the  birthplace  of  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  Simeon  Thomson. 

It  is  believed  that  the  great-grandfathei-, 
Daniel  Thomson,  was  also  born  in  the  old 
Bay  .'-^tate.  It  is  known  that  he  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Holliston,  Mass.,  foi"  maiiv  )ears, 
that  he  was  engaged  in  farming  there,  and 
that  he  ga\-e  up  farming  ami  e\-erything  else 
to  take  an  acti\e  part  in  the  struggle  for  free- 
dom. He  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill;  and  among  the  most  \-alued  possessions 
of  his  great-grandson,  Adelliert  I..  Thomson, 
are  the  j)ow(ler-horn  aiul  the  bullet  mould 
which  were  used  b)-  his  heroic  ancestor.  The 
copi^er  moulds  will  run  nine  balls,  ranging 
in  weight  froni  half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce. 
There  is  no   knowing,  of   C(.uirse,  how-  many 
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balls  were  run  in  it  all  together;  but  it  is  safe 
to  assume  that  those  which  were  run  were 
used  careful!)-,  for  lead,  as  well  as  powder, 
was  scarce.  l)anicl  Tlionisou  spent  iiis  last 
days  in  I'erii,  Mass.  His  son  Simeon  spent 
his  entire  life  tlieie,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
|)ation.  'Idle  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
S3'billa  I. eland.  She  was  born  in  llidliston, 
Mass.,  and  was  a  dau<;hter  of  Daniel  and 
S)-billa  (frames)  Leland.  (For  full  infor- 
mation concerning;  this  old  and  interesting 
familv,  see  the  "Leland  Magazine,  or  Genea- 
logical Recortl  of  Henry  Leland  and  his  De- 
scendants," })ublislicd  by  Sherman  Leland.) 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Leland  S.  Thom- 
son, was  but  fn-e  )'ears  of  age  when  his  father 
died,  and  continued  to  live  with  his  mother, 
attending  school  until  he  was  fourteen  years 
old,  when  he  came  to  Livingston  County, 
New  York,  to  live  with  his  elder  brother  at 
East  Avon.  At  that  time  there  were  neither 
railroads  nor  canals,  and  no  markets  nearer 
than  Rochester  for  the  residents  of  this  sec- 
tion. He  made  the  entire  journey  alone  and 
by  stage.  Some  years  later  he  returned  to 
Pittsfield  to  visit  friends,  and  when  on  tlie 
way  back  to  Avon  was  fortunate  enough  to 
secure  a  ticket  for  a  ricle  on  the  first  train  of 
cars  drawn  by  steam  that  ever  was  run  in  New 
York  State.  This  line  was  from  Albany  to 
Schcnectatly.  After  marrying  he  resided  for  a 
time  in  Monroe  County,  and  then  bought  a 
farm  of  James  W'adsworth  in  school  district 
No.  3,  East  y\von.  There  was  a  log  house  on 
it  at  the  time,  and  in  it  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born. 

Tlie  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  Leland  S. 
Thomson  was  Mary  W'ilber.  Slie  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  Empire  State,  and  her  parents 
were  Jeptha  and  Catherine  (Cookingham) 
Wilber.  Two  children  were  born  to  her — ■ 
Merrill  and  Adelbert  L.  Merrill  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Eaton  County,  Michigan.  lie  mar- 
ried Jane  Shreaves,  and  has  two  sons  —  Henry 
L.  and  Earl,  the  former  o(  whom  is  an  exten- 
si\-e  farmer  in  Michigan.  Mrs.  Mary  Wilber 
Thomson  departed  this  life  on  Christmas 
morning,  1S90.  .Slie  was  a  devoted  Christian 
and  a  member  of  the  b^irst  Presbyterian  Church 
at  I'^ast  Avon. 


Adelbert  Leland  Thomson  attended  the  dis- 
trict scho(ds  and  the  Genesee  W'esleyan  Semi- 
nar)' at  Lima,  N.^'.  He  lias  always  liecn  a 
farmer  and  fruil  grower,  and  now  owns  the 
Jepllia  W  ilhcr  larm  of  oik'  huiulred  and  ninety 
acres,  and  also  the  old  homestead  ot  one  bun- 
dled and  si\t\'  acres.  He  resides  on  the 
Jeptha  W'illier  farm,  and  occupies  a  spacious 
irame  house;  ami  liis  father  lives  with  him, 
for  Leland  S.  Thomson,  though  ha\ing  at- 
tained the  great  age  of  eiglity-fi\'e,  is  still 
hale  and  hearty,  in  full  [lossession  of  liis 
faculties,  and  as  well  able  to  take  care  of  him- 
self at  this  writing  as  he  was  in  1893, 
when  all  alone  he  attended  the  Worhl's  I'\air, 
there  seeing  tlie  train  on  wliichover  sixty  )'ears 
ago  he  travelled  to  Western  New  York. 

Adelbert  L.  Thomson  was  married  in  May, 
1880,  to  iMiss  Adelaide  Stover,  of  Point  Pleas- 
ant, Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and  has  four  chil- 
dreii  —  Mary,  b'lla,  Leland  .S.,  and  Adelbert. 
Mr.  Thomson  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  and  his  wife  of  the  Baptist.  Now,  in 
tlie  very  i>rime  of  life,  at  the  head  of  a  united 
and  happy  family,  the  owner  of  sjiacious  and 
\'aluable  farm  jiroperty,  ami  following  a  busi- 
ness in  which  he  has  had  a  life-long  training, 
and  which  he  understands  thoroughly  in  every 
detail,  Mr.  Thomson  has  what  many  would 
consiiler  a  most  enviable  lot;  but  it  is  one 
the  duties  of  which  he  fully  appreciates,  and 
is  most  careful  and  conscientious  in  the  per- 
formance of  them. 


/  l':ORGl':  WRIGHT,  a  barber  and  cigar 
y  •)  I  merchant  in  Pike,  W)oming  County, 
whose  life  has  been  full  of  \-arious 
experiences  and  interesting  incidents,  was 
born  in  Baltimore,  Mil.,  October  14,  1840. 
His  grandfatlier,  George  J.  Wright,  was  a 
Scotchman,  who  settled  in  Mar)dand,  where 
he  worked  a  farm  and  owned  an  o)'ster  slooj). 

His  son  John,  who  was  born  on  the  west- 
ern shore  of  ^[ar)lanil,  remained  with  him 
until  lie  was  eighteen  years  idd,  when  he  went 
to  Baltimore,  and  secured  employment  in 
Cooper's  ship  )'ard,  where  at  length  he  became 
a  foreman.  In  carr)'ing  a  piece  ot  heav)'  lim- 
ber he  recei\'ed  an  injuiy  from  which  he  died 
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at  forty-eight  years  of  age.  lie  married  Miss 
liva  Reitz,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Reitz,  who 
for  thirty  )ears  was  a  Justice  of  tlie  Peace  of 
]5alt  iniore,  where  Ills  daughter  was  born. 
Mrs.  W'l  ight  was  one  of  nine  chilch-en,  all  ot 
whom  she  has  oulli\ed.  'l"o  John  and  h^va 
Wright  three  children  were  born  —  George,  (jf 
whom  this  is  a  sketch;  Kate,  who  married, 
and  is  now  Mrs.  .Stoker;  John,  a  cigar  manu- 
facturer in  Atlantic  City.  Mis.  Wright  has 
for  many  )ears  been  a  resident  of  V-gg  Harbor 
City,  N.J. 

At  the  eail)-  age  of  thirteen  George  Wright 
went  to  sea  as  cabin  boy  on  board  the 
"Indus,"  which  ran  between  Baltimore  and 
Rio  Janeiro  in  the  coffee  trade.  After  three 
)-ears  of  service  on  the  "  Indus  "  he  was  such 
a  good  seaman  that  he  easily  found  positions 
on  other  \'essels,  antl  rose  to  tlie  place  of  sec- 
ond mate  b}'  the  time  he  was  nineteen  years 
old.  Until  1861  he  followed  a  seafaring- 
life,  travelling  far  and  seeing  all  the  most 
notable  ])orts  of  tlie  world.  In  this  year, 
1S61,  he  enlistetl  as  a  recruit  in  Philadelphia; 
l)ut,  instead  of  entering  active  service,  he  was 
sent  to  a  hospital  in  West  Philadelphia,  where 
he  did  duty  as  nui'se  and  ward  master.  After 
his  discharge  from  the  hospital  he  came  to 
Buffalo,  and  sailed  the  Lakes  until  187 1, 
wlien  his  health  became  so  impaired  that  he 
had  to  give  up  the  old  roving,  hardy  life  and 
became  what  sailors  call  a  "landlubber"; 
and  thus  lie  gradually  ilriftcd  into  mercantile 
life.  In  Buffalo  he  opened  a  general  store  on 
h'.lk  Street,  and  established  also  a  barber's 
shi)]).  In  1872  he  became  1  larbor  Master  for 
that  city;  but  two  years  later  he  moved  to 
Pike,  where  he  openeil  a  barber  shop  and 
gentlemen's  furnishing  store,  and  is  still  en- 
gaged in  business  at  the  old  stand.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Wright  is  a  loyal  Democrat.  He 
was  nominated  for  membership  of  the  Assem- 
bly of  1888.  He  has  taken  the  "stump"  dur- 
ing several  terms  of  political  excitement,  and 
has  made  speeches  all  (n-cr  Western  New 
Yoik.  He  was  appninted  by  Comptroller 
Cam])l)ell  ]{.\cise  Inspector  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  his  dut)'  Ijcing  the  inspection  of 
all  railroad  cars  and  vessels  selling  liquors. 

In  1 87 1  Mr.  Wright  was  united  in  marriage 


to  Miss  Mary  Kesner,  a  (.laughter  of  George 
Kcsner,  of  Canada.  She  was  one  of  four  chil- 
dren. One  child,  a  daughter,  Ida  ]■..  Wriglit, 
was  born  of  this  mari'iage.  She  is  now  Mrs. 
William  W.  Wolcott.  Her  husband,  who 
belongs  to  one  of  the  most  prominent  families 
in  this  section,  is  a  merchant  in  Pike.  Mr. 
Wright  is  a  mend)er  of  the  Kniglits  of  Macca- 
bees, of  which  he  has  l)een  Commander  fcjur 
terms,  and  is  now  Record  Kee|)er  of  Pike 
Tent.  He  has  been  for  the  past  twehe  years 
County  Committee,  and  has  been  delegate  to 
various  i)olitical  conventions.  ?ilr.  Wright's 
foreign  travels  ha\-e  resulted  in  making  him 
quite  a  linguist,  for  he  s])eaks  Cjcrman  and 
Spanish  fluently.  He  teaches  the  former 
sometimes,  having  accpiired  a  good  knowledge 
of  the  grammar  wliile  attending  the  college  at 
Berlin,  Germany.  He  also  has  a  good  deal  of 
native  talent,  both  artistic  and  mechanical. 
Both  he  ami  his  wife  are  conscientious  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  church. 


OHN  C.  WPlT,  a  member  of  the 
count}'  Boanl  of  Supervisors,  repre- 
senting" the  town  of  Mount  Morris,  is 
a  man  of  versatile  talents,  wise  and 
thoroughly  honest  in  his  business  transac- 
tions, and  possessing  e.\xellent  financial  abil- 
ity. During  the  past  cpiarter  of  a  century  he 
has  been  closely  connected  with  the  agricult- 
ural interests  of  Mount  Morris,  and  has  con- 
tributed his  quota  toward  bringing  about  the 
present  high  standing  of  this  town  among 
the  magnificent  farming  regions  of  Livingston 
County.  A  nati\'e  of  the  Lmpire  State,  Mr. 
Witt  was  f^orn  in  the  town  of  .Schenevus,  Ot- 
sego County,  I'ebruar)'  28,  1835,  and  is  a  son 
of  .Samuel  Witt,  who  was  born  and  bred  amid 
the  picturestjue  scenery  of  New  Hampshire's 
hills. 

Isaac  Witt,  the  paternal  grandfather,  was 
likewise  a  native  of  the  (iranite  State,  where 
the  earlier  portion  of  his  life  was  passed. 
Lured  by  the  attractive  prices  of  the  laiids  that 
had  then  been  tliiown  upon  the  market  in  the 
eastern  section  of  New  \'ork,  he  migratei.1 
with  his  family  to  Otsego  County,  locating  in 
tlie  town  of  Maryland,  in  the  midst  of  the 
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primeval  forest.  Buying'  a  tract  of  wooded 
land,  he  put  f(jrth  his  best  energies  toward 
clearing-  and  iinjjrovi ng  a  homestead  from  the 
wilderness,  and  with  the  help  of  his  sons  suc- 
ceeded in  his  efforts,  and  remainetl  a  citizen 
of  that  place  until  his  tleath. 

Samuel  W'itl  was  reared  to  an  agricultural 
life,  and  until  the  time  of  his  marriage  as- 
sisted his  father  on  the  farm.  Removing  then 
to  the  town  of  Worcester,  in  Otsego  County, 
he  l)ought  a  lidtel,  which  he  managed  profit- 
ably and  pleasingl)',  remaining  proprietor  and 
manager  of  the  tavern,  as  it  was  then  desig- 
nated, until  the  end  of  his  earthly  life,  which 
had  continued  f(jr  nearly  eighty  years.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susan  Caryl, 
was  a  native  of  Wrmont  and  a  daughter  of 
Isaac  Caryl,  who  was  born  in  the  same  State. 
Mr.  Caryl  was  a  farmer  by  birth  and  occupa- 
tion, and,  becoming  a  jiioneer  settler  of  Rich- 
mondville,  Schoharie  County,  N.Y.,  was 
numbered  among  its  most  enterprising  and 
active  citizens. 
'  John  C.  Witt  was  educated  in  the  schools 

!         of    Worcester  and    Richmondville,    and  for 
I'        more  than  a  year  after  attaining  his  majority 
'    lemained   an   imnate   of  his   parents'  home. 
•■^'  V)     He  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  as  a 
clerk   in  a  general   store,  acquiring  such  a 
■  '  '      knowledge  of  the  business  in  a  year  that  he 
then  entered  upon  a  mercantile  career,  open- 
'i'-'     ing  a  store  in  West  Richmondville  and  sub- 
sequently  one  in  Richmondville,  and  for  seven 
years  was  a  successful  merchant  of  Schoharie 
'  County.     He  abandoned  that  business,  how- 

'  •''  ever,  to  take  charge  of  a  hotel  in  the  village 
of  Richmond\'il le,  where  he  remained  for 
eighteen  months.  In  i  S63  I\Ir.  Witt  made 
his  ap[)earance  in  Livingston  County,  and  in 
the  town  of  Nunda  bought  a  hotel,  which  six 
weeks  later  he  sold  at  an  advance.  Removing 
to  Angelica,  in  Allegany  County,  he  pur- 
chased another  hotel,  which  he  carried  on  for 
-  a  short  time  before  selling.  .Soon  after  a 
sign,  bearing  the  name  of  John  C.  Witt,  was 
seen  swinging  across  the  entrance  of  a  boot 
and  shoe  store  in  Dansville,  Livingston 
County;  and  for  a  time  he  was  again  a  mer- 
chant, meeting  with  the  same  success  that  hatl 
'     been   his  in  his   previous  mercantile  experi- 


ence. Anotlier  renKnal,  and  Mr.  Witt  was 
again  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in  Nunda, 
being  the  propi'ictor  of  oin.'  of  the  best  pidjlic 
houses  there  lor  some  six  months.  'I'lie  fol- 
lowing )'ear  he  engaged  in  genei"al  meich.in- 
dising  in  Nunda.  but  not  (piite  content  sold  his 
>toi.k,  and  renting  his  l)iiilding  bought  a  farm 
in  the  town  of  I'oitage,  but  before  he  had 
mo\'ed  there  s(dd  it,  and  purchased  a  li\ery 
stable  in  Nunila. 

Six  months  later  Mr.  Witt  trailed  his  stable 
and  stock  for  a  farm  in  I'ortage;  and  in  the 
course  of  another  six  months  that  property 
had  been  sold,  and  he  was  the  owner  of  a  good 
farm  located  in  Canaseraga,  on  which  was 
an  improved  water-power  and  fl(nu'ing-mill. 
Ikit,  e\'er  ready  to  seize  every  opportunit\'  of 
financial  benefit,  he  dispfjsetl  of  the  mill  and 
farm  after  a  year's  t)wnership,  and  imested 
the  procectls  in  an  intei'est  in  a  Nunda  mill 
and  Nuntla  real  estate.  On  the  latter  Mr. 
Witt  built  two  houses,  and  opening  a  drug 
store  continued  in  business  there  for  a  \ear. 
Selling  out  his  store  and  trading  a  part  of  his 
real  estate  for  a  farm  in  Portage,  in  the  spring 
of  187S  Mr.  Witt  removed  to  that  town;  and 
six  weeks  later  exchanged  his  I'ortage  pro])- 
erty  tor  the  farm  he  now  (nvns  and  occupies  in 
Mount  Morris.  He  at  the  same  time  pur- 
chasetl  a  boot  and  shoe  store  in  the  village  of 
Mount  3iIorris,  and  carried  this  on  for  a  }'ear 
or  so,  then  sold  it,  anil  has  since  devoted  his 
entire  attention  to  his  agricultural  and  stock- 
raising  interests.  He  makes  a  specialty  of 
raising  a  superior  grade  of  horses,  the  Ham- 
bletimians  being  his  favorite  breetl.  A  por- 
tion of  his  \'aluable  farm  lies  within  the 
limits  of  the  village  of  Mount  Morris;  and  on 
it  thei"e  are  conuuodious  buildings,  the  iisi- 
dence  being  pleasantly  situated  on  a  rise  of 
grounil  o\'erlooking  the  surrounding  count r)-, 
and  commanding  an  extensive  view.  Ik'sides 
the  home  farm,  ]\Ir.  Witt  is  the  owner  of 
other  valuable  and  desirable  propert}',  having 
a  filty-acre  farm  on  the  Genesee  Mats  anil  two 
farms  in  Nunda,  one  containing  fifty-seven 
acres  and  the  other  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  acres.  He  also  has  a  half-interest  in 
eight}'-h\-e  and  one-half  acres  about  a  mik- 
from  Mount  Morris. 
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Mr.  Witt  lias  been  twice  married.  Mis  first 
wife,  formerly  ("atheriiic  ?\Ioak,  of  Schoharie 
Count}',  (lied  duriiiL;'  their  residence  in  Can- 
aseraL;a,  in  1872,  leaving  no  issue.  In  1874 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Helen 
Baylor,  a  nati\'e  of  Mount  Morris;  and  to 
them  (jue  child  has  been  l)orn,  a  S(jn,  named 
C'aryl.  I'oliticallv,  Mr.  Witt  is  an  earnest 
supjjoiier  of  the  pi  inciples  of  the  Democratic 
party;  and  his  sei\ices  in  the  management  of 
town  and  county  are  recognized  by  his  fellow- 
men,  who  in  I  S94  elected  him  to  the  position 
he  now  occupies  on  the  county  Board  of  Su- 
pervisoi's.  .Social  1\',  he  is  a  jjrominent  and 
influential  member  of  Clenesee  River  Valley 
Lodge,  Xo.  \  2(),  Ancient  (3rder  of  United 
Workmen. 


L\rA^/II.MAM  II.  IIARTMAN,  one  of 
I'^XI  the  later  generation  of  agricultu- 
rists of  Livingston  CoLinty,  native 
and  to  the  manner  born,  who  form  an  impor- 
tant clement  in  the  maintenance  of  its  jn'os- 
perit}',  and  who  aic  helping  greatly  to  extend 
its  wealth,  is  a  resident  of  Dansville,  where 
he  is  acti\ely  engaged  as  a  farmer  and  nur- 
serynian.  lie  was  born  near  his  present  place 
of  residence,  September  30,  185  I,  and  is  a 
son  ot  the  late  William  llartman,  who  also 
was  born  in  Dansville,  his  birth  taking  place 
in  1S20.  Jolin  llartman,  the  jiaternal  grand- 
lather,  was  a  native  of  I'ennsylvania,  but 
when  a  young  man  came  to  Yuik  State,  set- 
tling in  this  county,  antl  becoming  one  of  the 
earliest  pioneers  of  Dansville.  lie  ably  as- 
sisted in  de\-elo[iing  tlie  agricultural  resources 
ot  this  section  ot  Livingston  County,  and  here 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  father  of  \Villiam  11.  llartman  was  one 
of  a  tamil\-  ot  seven  childien,  Ijcing  the  thirtl 
in  ordei-  of  birth.  He  assisted  his  father  on 
the  old  home  farm  until  twent)'-five  years  old, 
ami  then  took  a  part  of  the  homestead  jirop- 
erty,  upon  which  he  eaigagcd  in  mixed  hus- 
bandi-)'  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  threescore 
and  ten  years.  He  formed  a  matrimonial 
alliance  with  Catherine  Driesbach,  a  native 
ot  Sparta,  where  her  father,  Henry  Driesbach, 
cairied  on  geneial  faiininL!.     Three  children 


were  born  of  their  mai'riage;  naniel)',  William 
IL,  L}dia  M.,  and  Lmma  C.  The  latter  is 
the  wife  of  Li'ed  .\o)-es,  a  well-kiKAvn  lawyei 
of  Dansville.  The  mother  is  still  living  on 
the  old  homestead,  and  is  a  regular  attendant 
of  the  Lutheran  church,  wherein  her  husband 
formerly  worshipped. 

William  II.  llartman,  the  subject  of  this 
brief  l)iographical  sketch,  was  educated  at  the 
district  school  and  Dans\'ille  Seminary,  ac- 
quiring a  sul)stantial  knowledge  of  the  \'arious 
brandies  of  study,  and  after  leaving  schocd 
turned  his  attention  to  the  jnirsuit  of  agricult- 
ure. He  remained  on  'he  pateinal  homestead 
until  thirt)'  }'eai"s  of  age,  and  then  moved  to 
his  [Mcsent  farm,  which  was  fornierl}'  a  jjor- 
tion  of  his  father's  estate,  and  comprises  three 
hundred  and  tlft\  acres  of  rich  and  productive 
land.  Here  he  is  jirofitably  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming,  in  connection  carrying  on  an 
e.\tensi\-e  nurser\'.  'l"he  spacious  house  which 
he  occupies  is  of  brick,  and  was  erected  in 
1827.  In  1893  Mr.  llartman  repaired  and 
refitted  the  dwelling,  sparing  neither  pains 
nor  expense  in  remodelling  and  furnisliing  it, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest  and 
most  comfortable  country  seats  in  the  countw 

In  1881  IMr.  llartman  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  I-Tla  C.  Cirecn,  the  wedding 
ceremony  being  performed  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  father,  Calvin  (jreen,  in  West  Sparta. 
This  felicitous  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  one  child,  Herbert  G.,  who  is  the  life 
of  the  household.  Mr.  llartman,  who  wor- 
thily represents  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
honored  families  of  the  couiU\',  is  a  true, 
courteous  gentleman,  considerate  and  genial 
in  his  intercourse  with  others  and  a  general 
favorite  among  his  associates.  In  his  politi- 
cal views  lu'  coincides  with  the  pi  iiiciples  of 
the  Democi'atic  [lartx',  and  religiously  is  an 
attendant,  with  his  famil)',  of  the  Pi-csb\te- 
rian  church. 


•OSLd'II     W.     I'RAfr,    a  well-known 
farmer  and  stock  buyer  of  ( J.i  i  nes\  i  1 1  e. 
Wyoming   County,    was   born    in  the 
neighboring  \'illage   ot    W\omiiig,  in 
the  same  comit\-,  March   17,   1827,  and  came 
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to  Gainesville  at  the  age  of  two  years.  His 
father,  Ira  l'\  Pratt,  a  native  of  Vermont,  was 
the  son  of  Jonathan  i'ratt,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  who  ft)lh)\vecl  agricnltural  pursuits 
through  life  in  the  above-named  State. 
Grandfather  I'ratt  reared  a  family  of  seven 
children  —  Collins,  William,  Betsey,  lliecta, 
Ira  Arial,  and  Joseph  W.,   all  now  de- 

ceased. William  I'ratt  was  a  i)ractising  phy- 
sician at  i^den,  I'lrie  County,  N.V.,  for  many 
years  and  a  niend)er  of  the  Assembly  for  one 
or  more  terms. 

Ira  !•'.,  the  hfth  child,  early  left  the  New 
l'"ngland  homestead,  aiul  having  received  a 
])racticul  education  began  work  as  a  clerk  in 
Wyoming  Count)',  and  later  established  him- 
self at  ( laincsvi  He,  where  he  conducted 
business  for  upward  uf  forty  years,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time  he  sold  and  retired 
to  private  life.  He  passed  his  declining  years 
in  Gainesxdlle,  and  tlied  here  at  the  age  of 
eighty-nine  years.  He  was  a  Democrat  in 
]3olitics  previous  to  1856,  when  he  voted  for 
General  Fremont;  ami  afterward  he  always 
voted  the  Republican  ticket.  He  was  a  very 
temperate  man;  and,  although  most  men  of 
his  (.lay  used  liquor  more  or  less,  he  rarely, 
if  e\er,  inelulged  in  stimulants.  He  owned 
and  operatetl  an  ashery  for  many  years.  He 
re[)resenled  the  town  as  Supervisor  many 
years  ago,  when  it  was  a  part  of  (lenesee 
County. 

The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  I'hcebe 
Locke.  She  was  born  at  Genoa,  Cayuga 
County,  daughter  of  Josiah  Locke,  a  farmer  of 
that  town,  who,  however,  spent  his  clf)sing 
years  at  Covington.  He  had  several  childien. 
I\Irs.  Ira  I'\  I'ratt  became  the  mother  of  nine, 
three  of  whom  are  still  living,  namely:  Jo- 
seph W.;  Collins  W.,  of  Buffalo;  and 
ICveline  C,  who  married  Henry  R.  Buclv,  now 
deceased,  of  Rochester.  Phccbe  I'ratt,  now 
deceased,  marrietl  Daniel  Post,  of  ^\ttica. 
Melvin  A.  I'ratt  went  to  California  in  1858, 
and  died  there.  Martha  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years.  Harriet  I-:.,  Mrs.  Major  W.  Ilollister, 
is  also  tleceased.  One  of  the  brothers,  Lyman 
v.,  remained  with  their  father  in  Inisiness 
until  the  latter's  retirement,  after  which  he 
went  to  Nebraska,  where  he  conducted  mer- 


cantile business,  and  died  in  18S9,  at  the  age 
of  sixty  years;  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Sarah  Bates,  and  who  was  a  nati\'e  of  At- 
tica, died  in  1870,  lca\'ing  a  son  and  dau;_;h- 
ter,  I'jlwin  and  Maud,  the  former  a  merchant 
and  county  surveycn'  of  Burt  Count)',  Neb. 
The  other  sister,  Jane  Pratt,  married  Law- 
rence I'dint,  a  blacksmith  of  C"hurch\i  1  le, 
Monroe  County,  X.\'.,  and  ilied  in  1882, 
leaving  one  son,  a  paintei',  em|do\ed  in  the 
reaper  works  at  Batavia.  'Phe  mothei'  spent 
her  declining  )'ears  at  the  home  ot  her  son, 
Joseph  W.,  and  dieil  at  the  age  of  eight)  -four 
)'ears.  She  was  a  Methodist.  Her  husband 
atti'nded  the  Universal  ist  church. 

Joseph  W.  Pratt  recei\ed  his  education  at 
the  district  schools,  after  which  he  went  to 
P'ranklinville,  where  he  remained  one  year. 
Coming  home  ready  tor  the  work  ot  lite',  he 
assisted  his  father  in  the  store  and  upon  the 
farm  until  reaching  the  age  of  twenty-one,  at 
which  time  he  married,  and  settled  down  on  a 
farm  which  he  purchasetl  m  Gainesx  ille.  Be- 
sitles  tilling  the  soil,  he  engaged  in  bu)'ing 
stock,  which  he  shippeil  to  Xew  \'ork.  He 
later  sold  that  farm,  and  purcliaseil  another 
near  Sih'er  Springs.  He  continued  to  deal 
extensively  in  live  stock  uiitil  the  year  1S89, 
when  he  was  appointed  Pohtmaster  at  Siher 
S])rings,  in  which  jiosition  he  remained  ti\'e 
years,  and  in  1894  retired  from  acti\'e 
business. 

In  1847  Mr.  Pratt  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Jane  Post,  ol  ( lai  nesvi  1  le,  daughter 
of  Christopher  Post,  one  of  the  early  .settlers 
of  the  town.  'Phe  family  weie  from  Ca\  uga 
County;  and  I\Irs.  Pratt  was  one  of  ten  ehil- 
dren,  all  ot  whom  attained  their  majoiit\  and 
became  heads  ot  tamilies.  Ilei'  patents 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  eight)'-si\  \'ears, 
and  died  in  Gaines\'ille  within  two  nionlhs  of 
each  other. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pratt  had  three  chihlren  — 
Ira  I'.,  William  B.,  and  IClfie"  .M.  Ira  I-\ 
Pratt,  named  for  his  grandfather,  was  forniei  1)' 
in  the  firm  of  Higgins  iv  Co.,  of  Olean,  is  now 
Poor  Master  of  that  i)lace.  William  B.  I'jatt, 
in  business  at  Minnesota,  marrietl  Jemiie 
Burt,  of  Bata\  ia,  N.\'  ,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren—Hattie,    Joseph    B.,    and    Susan  M. 
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I'lffic  M.  Pratt  marricil  T.  V.  Hitchcock,  a 
tclcL^raph  ii|)cratc)r  and  aL;cnt  at  the  junction 
of  the  Rdchcstcr  Tittshuri;'  Railroail  in 
Silver  S|n'in^;.s,  who  was  instantly  killed  while 
operatin.i;'  at  his  instrinnent,  at  the  age  of 
tuenty-Hve  \'ears.  lie  hail  heen  employed  hy 
the  ciinipan)'  lor  ei!j,ht  years.  In  A[)ril,  1871, 
Mrs.  Jane  I'ratt  ilied,  at  the  age  of  forty-four 
)'ears.  She  w.is  a  lady  possessed  of  many  rare 
cpialities  aiui  a  inend^er  of  the  Congregational 
church  at  (laiiiesxille. 

?klr.  I'ratt  was  iriade  a  Mason  at  Portage, 
and  latei'  became  a  member  of  Castile  Lodge, 
A.  1'".  A.  M.  lie  is  a  Rcjiublican  in  |)oli- 
tics,  and  was  Collector  of  the  town  in  1864 
and  again  alxnit  1869.  lie  was  Supervisor  in 
1883  84  85  and  again  in  1892,  also  re-elected 
in  1893.  lie  is  an  attemlant  of  the  Methodist 
church. 

Mr.  Jose]-ih  W.  Pratt  belongs  to  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best-known  families  in  Gaines- 
ville, and  both  his  father  ami  himself  have 
done  much  to  lorwartl  its  interests. 

Mr.  Pratt  has  been  a  resilient  of  Gainesville 
since  about  1830,  am!  with  the  exception  of 
about  two  \'ears  spent  in  Covington  and  one 
)'ear  in  P'ranklinville  has  lesided  here  all  his 
life.  Since  the  tleath  of  his  wife,  his  daugh- 
ter, i\Irs.  Hitchcock,  has  ))resided  over  his 
househokl.  She  manifests  great  interest  in 
biographical  lileniture  and  the  preservation  of 
fami ly  history. 


T3JNOS  A.  NASH,  a  worthy  and  influen- 
r-'  tial  citi/en  of  Piirtage,  Livingston 
^  County,  N'.V.,  ami  a  soldier  in  the 
late  war,  was  liorn  in  tlie  al)ove  town,  Sep- 
tember 4,  1845.  His  father,  luios  H.  Nash, 
was  a  native  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
as  was  also  his  granilfather,  Alfred  Nash. 
The  latter  served  in  the  War  of  18  I  2.  About 
the  )'ear  1818  with  his  family  he  removed  to 
Western  New  \'ork,  makim;  the  long  jour- 
ne}'  by  wagon,  and  was  one  ot  the  eaidy  pio- 
neers of  this  section  of  the  .State,  the  country 
then  being  in  its  primewil  condition.  He 
lirst  settleil  in  Rochester,  where  he  purchased 
a  strip  of  kind,  but  soon  sold  this,  and  moved 
to   portage  (^Ihen  Nuuda,  i\llegany  County 


being  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  there.  He 
took  u[)  two  hundred  acres  of  wild  land,  which 
he  cleared,  dwelling  in  a  log  h(juse  for  sev- 
eral }ears.  Altlioii-h  .1  shoemaker  b)-  trade, 
Mr.  Nash  enteied  into  the  laborious  woik  of 
bringing  new  land,  co\'ered  with  \'irgin  forest, 
into  a  slate  of  cult  i  \'at  ion.  .Such  a  task  was 
anything  but  eas)',  and  the  toil  and  harilslii|js 
necessary  to  accomplish  the  desired  object 
were  extremely  se\-ere;  tor,  even  after  under- 
going the  trials  and  disad\'antages  of  clearing 
and  cultivating  the  land,  he  was  obliged  to 
haul  his  grain  to  Rocliesler,  where  it  sold  for 
fifty  cents  prv  bushel.  lIowe\'er,  the  sturdy 
New  I'lnglander  meant  to  succeeil,  and  in 
spite  of  man}-  drawbacks  was  e\'entuall)'  suc- 
cessful in  his  determination,  toiling  dili- 
gently and  steadil)-  until  the  farm  )-ielde'd 
handsome!)',  and  luosjierity  crowned  his 
labors.  Mr.  Nasli  remained  upon  this  farm 
until  liis  decease.  He  mariied  I^lizabeth 
Hoyt,  of  Connecticut;  and  they  reared  a 
family  of  nine  children. 

Knos  H.  Nasli,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  educateil  at  the  district  schools. 
He  became  a  tanner  and  currier,  and  com- 
menced business  in  that  jxirt  of  Portage 
known  as  Hunt's  Ibdlow,  there  continuing 
for  several  )ears,  and  then  returned  to  the 
farm,  wheie  lu'  s|)jnt  the  remainder  of  his 
da)'s.  He  married  Idanora  P.  Stockwell,  of 
Vermont,  and  reared  three  children  —  John 
A.,  Adelia  L.,  and  Paios  A. 

Enos  A.  Nash  recei\'ed  the  first  rudiments 
of  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
Portage,  and  then  took  an  adwmced  course  at 
Nunda  Academw  At  the  bicaking  lUit  of  the 
Civil  Wai',  being  }oung  <ind  actixe,  and  i)os- 
sessing  a  [xitriotic  nature,  he  determined  to 
assist  in  the  defence  of  the  Ihiion,  anil  twice 
enlisted  without  his  father's  knowdedge,  Mr. 
Nash  being  obliged  u|)on  each  occasion  to 
prove  to  the  authoiaties  that  his  son  was  under 
age,  in  iii-der  to  procure  his  release.  Young 
Nash  was  persistent  in  his  desire,  however, 
and  on  reaching  the  age  of  eighteen  again  en- 
rolled himself,  this  time  with  the  paternal 
consent,  and  became  a  private  in  the  kourlh 
New  \'oik  IIea\\  Artiller)',  which  was  at- 
tached   to    (ieneral    Cirant's   command.  He 
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took  part  in  the  various  engagements  in 
which  his  regiincnt  participated,  and  was 
made  a  prisoner  of  war,  passing  through  an 
uncomfortable  experience  of  four  months  in 
the  famous  Helle  Isle  and  Libby  Prisons,  but 
was  fortunate  enough  to  be  exchanged.  lie 
received  an  honorable  discharge,  and  was 
mustered  out  with  his  company  on  the  i8th  of 
October,  1 865,  antl  returned  home. 

Alter  completing  his  education,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  S.  Augusta 
Williams,  a  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Cather- 
ine (A\-eriir)  Williams;  and  they  are  the  par- 
ents of  tw(j  childi'en  —  Arthur  J.  and  Albert 
15.  ]\lr.  Nash  has  a  civil  as  well  as  a  military 
record,  having  been  elected  Supervisor  for  a 
iourlh  term,  and  has  been  Collector  and  for 
the  past  eight  )  ears  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Me 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
also  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
being  a  comrade  of  Hall  Post,  No.  343,  of 
Hunt.  He  has  always  been  a  Republican, 
and  cast  his  first  Pre.-^idential  vote  for  General 
Grant  in  1868.  In  his  religious  views  he 
is  a  Presbyterian,  being  connected  with  that 
church. 

Mr.  Nash  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  an 
intelligent,  able,  and  jxitriotic  citizen,  and  a 
trustworthy  and  honorable  gentleman,  one 
who  is  ever  de\'oteil  to  the  interests  of  the 
community. 


1849. 


'OIIN  A.  DON  NAN,  an  enterprising 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Leicester,  a  son 
of  David  and  Jane  (Milroy)  Donnan, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  York,  April  2, 
His  grand fatlier  was  a  Scotch  farmer, 
who  spent  his  last  days  in  the  town  of  Gal- 
way,  Saratoga  County.  He  left  a  large  and 
flourishing  family,  among  whom  was  David 
Donnan,  father  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch. 
He  was  distinguished  as  being  the  seventh 
son  of  his  parents.  He  was  also  a  man  of 
excellent  common  sense,  and  reared  his  chil- 
dren to  habits  of  industry.  His  wife,  Jane 
Milroy,  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  but  came 
to  America  with  her  parents  when  she  was 
very  young.  She  was  reared  in  Livingston 
County,  and  died  in   1857,  leaving  two  cliil- 


dren  —  J(jhn,  the  subject  of  thi^  sketch,  and 
Mary  l*'dizabeth,  whu  is  the  wife  of  Alexander 
McPherson,  and  now  li\cs  in  LcRo)',  Genesee 
County. 

David  Donnan's  early  education  trained 
him  to  sobriety  and  frugality  In  the  course 
of  time  he  bought  a  tract  oi  land  in  the  town 
of  York,  after  whicli  he  made  a  trade  tor 
another  farm  in  the  same  town.  He  subse- 
cpientlv  change'd  this  taian  tor  two  Iniinh'ed 
acres  in  Leicester,  Livingston  Count\'.  He 
was,  in  fact,  so  successful  in  adding  to  his 
landed  estate  from  time  to  time  that  at  liis 
tleath,  in  1 8i)0,  he  left  five  hundi'ed  anil  six- 
teen jirotlucti\'e  and  well-improved  acres.  He 
li\'ed  iu)t  for  worldly  gains  alone,  l)nt  left  a 
record  of  a  life  "hid  with  Christ  in  C]od."' 
In  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Cu)ler\'ille  he 
was  an  l'~Uler,  and  his  wite  was  a  member  of 
the  same  societ)-. 

John  A.  Donnan  attended  the  district 
school  and  Temple  Hill  Academv.  After 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  he  worked  his 
father's  farm  on  shares,  and  at  that  gentle- 
man's decease  succeeded  to  the  ownershiii  of 
one  of  the  choicest  estates  in  the  count}'.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-six  he  became  a  ha[)p)- 
benedict.  The  marriage  took  j^lace  P'ebruar)' 
24,  1875;  and  the  bride  was  Agnes  ]l.  .Slian- 
non,  a  native  of  Covington,  Wyoming  County, 
New  York.  They  have  two  children  —  l-'dith 
Grace  and  Dwight  David. 

Frank  Shamion,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Donnan, 
was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  was  left 
fatheidess  when  very  )'oung.  .\t  the  age  of 
eight  he  came  to  the  United  States  with  a 
friend,  lukI  went  to  Wyoming  Countv,  wlieie  he 
still  !i\'es,  engaged  in  farming.  His  wife,  who 
is  now  deceased,  was  Lli/a  Morrow.  She  was 
a  life-long  resident  of  W)'oming  C'ounty. 


iiRl'.MIAII  H.  \TNCKNT  is  now  liv- 
ing in  the  village  of  Pike,  N.\'.,  [jrac- 
tically  retired  from  active  labors,  but 
still  o\ersecs  his  li\'e-hun(h\'d-acre 
farm,  one  mile  distant.  He  was  born  in 
Herkimer  County,  December  29,  1S20,  and 
was  five  years  old  when  his  [larents  i'emo\-eil 
to  Chautauqua  Count)-,  where  his  f<ithei',  who 
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went  in  advance  of  the  family,  took  up  a 
large  tract  of  land.  Wolves  howled  about  the 
(h)or  of  the  little  lo:;  cabin  in  the  lonel}' 
woods;  and  the  wife  nuist  indeed  have  been  a 
I)rave  woman,  fur  here  she  was  left  alone  with 
her  youn<;-  chibhen  t(i  protect  when  her  hus- 
h'dnd  joined  the  aiiny  in  1S12.  Tiie  parents 
of  Jeremiah  X'incent  were  Sami)son  and  Rhoda 
(Smitli)  \'incent,  and  of  the  fourteen  children 
biU'n  to  them  ele\en  li\-ed  to  maturity.  Six 
sons  are  still  livini; — James;  Jeremiah; 
Dresser,  a  physician;  Walker;  William;  and 
Stephen.  AIis.  \'incent,  wlio  was  left  a 
widow,  married  a  second  luisband,  Chester  li. 
I'lastman,  and  s[jent  the  last  years  of  her  life 
in  Michigan. 

Jeremiali  H.  X'incent  left  home  at  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  Having  been  accustomed 
since  childhood  to  farm  life,  antl  having,  be- 
sides, an  unusual  amount  of  energy,  he  deter- 
mined to  tr)-  his  fortunes  in  a  different 
neighi)orhootb  So,  tiiuling  a  party  of  people 
making  really  to  go  to  I'ike,  he  offered  his 
services  as  dri\-er  of  theii'  teams,  and  in  this 
way  journeyed  liither  in  1842.  He  soon  se- 
cured employment  on  the  faini  of  Mr.  Moses 
.'^inith  at  ele\'en  dollars  per  month.  At  this 
tiiue  Mr.  Smith,  as  executor,  had  charge  of 
the  estate  of  Judge  'Idujmas  Dole,  then  re- 
centl)-  deceased.  During  llie  tedious  period 
of  its  settlement  the  entire  management  of 
the  Dole  farm  fell  to  Mr.  Vincent,  who 
proveil  liimself  competent  to  conduct  its 
affairs  quite  successfully.  A  few  years  later 
a  daughter  of  Judge  Dole  became  the  wife  of 
the  young  farmer,  who  tinally  became  the  j)0s- 
sessor  of  tl)e  estate  upon  which  he  now  worked 
as  a  "hiretl  luind."  M)-.  Vincent  purchased  a 
tract  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land  under  a 
mortgage,  which,  by  dint  of  an  industry  and 
pei'severaace  rare!)-  eijualled,  he  eventually 
raiseil,  making  jjayment  Irom  time  to  time, 
until  not  a  cent  of  ilebt  remainetl.  Here  he 
resided  until  1S73,  when  he  moved  into  the 
\'illage,  where  he  puri.hased  a  house  and  lot. 
In  1879  was  built,  uniler  tlie  personal  suj^er- 
\'isioii  of  himself  and  his  wife,  the  beautiful 
residence  in  which  lie  now  lives.  Notwith- 
slantling  the  fact  that  lie  has  many  things  to 
interest  him  in  his  xdllage  home,  Mr.  Vincent 


still  gives  personal  attention  to  his  fine  farm, 
in  whicli  lie  takes  great  pride. 

His  marriage  to  Miss  Harriet  Dole  in  1846 
was  crowneil  by  the  birth  of  an  only  child, 
wiio  died  at  four  years  of  age.     Mrs.  Vincent 


1871,  deeply 


ami  sm- 


died  in  the  Marcli  of 
cerely  lamented  b\'  tlujse  who  knew  her 
woilh  and  goodness.  ^Tie  was  a  devmit  luem- 
ber  of  the  Presb\terian  church.  Mr.  Vin- 
cent's second  marriage  was  to  Miss  Ada  A. 
Chaddock,  a  daughter  of  Calvin  Chadtlock. 
Mrs.  Vincent's  grandfather,  Willard  Chad- 
dock,  of  the  same  descent  as  Miss  Frances 
Willard,  was  one  of  the  early  emigrant  farmers 
to  Genesee  Count)'.  He  had  a  son  and  only 
chiUl  by  his  first  marriage,  and  by  a  second 
marriage  was  the  father  of  several  children. 
Her  father  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools,  antl  taught  for  many  years.  After 
coming  of  age  he  had  moved  to  Erie  County, 
Pennsylvania,  where  in  the  township  of  I-'lk 
Creek  he  bought  a  large  tract  of  lanck  and 
began  life  in  a  log  cabin,  enduring  all  the 
hardships  of  pioneering.  Having  cleared  his 
farm,  and  i)ut  it  into  a  state  of  cultivation,  he 
disposed  of  it,  and  mox'ed  to  the  village  of 
Cranesville,  where  he  began  the  business  of 
carriage  manufacture.  He  died  at  seventy- 
nine  years  of  age.  His  first  wife,  Louise 
Baker,  a  daugliter  of  John  Baker,  of  Genesee 
County,  reared  four  chililren — Willaril  Ro- 
man/o;  Louisa,  the  wife  of  1^1  i  Weaver,  a 
druggist  of  Hoonsb(jro,  la.  ;  ICsther  Jane,  who 
married  Mr.  Loren  Davenport,  a  farmer  in 
ICrie  County,  and  is,  like  her  sister,  an  able 
writer,  having  been  for  years  on  one  of  the 
prcjminent  Buffalo  papers;  Acki,  who  marrietl 
Mr.  \'incent,  of  whom  this  sketch  is  written. 
Mrs.  Vincent's  mother  died  at  thirty  )-ears  of 
age,  at  her  home  at  Llk  Creek.  lioth  parents 
were  in  the  commtmion  of  the  Baiiti^t  church. 
Her  father  mairied  a  second  time  a  Miss 
Harriet  Haggerty,  who  bore  him  two  children. 

Mrs.  Ada  A.  X'incent,  wlio  is  a  Daughter 
of  the  Revolution,  was  educated  in  a  normal 
school  aiul  in  a  female  seminar}'  in  Mount 
Carroll,  111.,  and  was  a  teacher  for  several 
years  betore  her  marriage  to  Mr.  \nncent. 
They  have  one  ck\ughter,  Harriet  Louise,  who 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo  Xormal  Schocd, 
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and  despite  that  slie  is  a  wife,  having  married 
William  C.  JJnnham,  a  prominent  eiti/en  in 
Allretl,  Allegany  Ciumty,  whose  great-uncle, 
George  V.  Dunham,  assembled  the  pe(jple  to 
hear  the  Deelaiat ion  of  Independence  read, 
keeps  up  her  accomplishments,  and  is  taking 
'essons  in  music,  diawing,  and  china  i)aint- 
ing,  and  has  charge  of  the  advertising  depart- 
ment of  the  Alfred  .V////,  an  eight-])age  paper. 
She  is  one  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  II.  \'inceiit  is  fond  of  relating 
the  family  tradition  of  liis  father's  powers  as 
a  marksman,  who  brought  down  three  hundred 
deer  during  one  )ear  in  Chautauqua  County, 
when  the  country  was  little  more  tlian  tlie 
roaming-grountl  of  wolf  and  bear  and  deer  and 
rabbit.  Mr.  \'incent  is  a  Mason,  and  has  al- 
ways taken  an  active  interest  in  politics,  being 
a  stanch  sujjpoi  ter  of  Democracy.  He  is  a  regu- 
lar attendant  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  in 
which  he  has  occupied  a  pew  for  fifty-one  years. 


ILLIAM  iniGULE,  deceased,  was  a 
worthy  and  honored  representative 
of  tlie  early  pioneers  of  Livingsti>n 
County,  and  a  true  t)|je  of  the  eneigetic, 
hardy,  and  courageous  men  who  actively 
assisted  in  the  development  of  this  prosperous 
region.  He  was  born  in  Hagerstown,  Md., 
in  17S4,  and  was  the  son  of  a  Frencli  emi- 
grant, William  Begole,  Sr.  The  latter  was 
born  in  b' ranee,  where  he  spent  the  earlier 
years  of  his  life.  Coming  to  America,  he 
located  in  Hagerstown,  Md.,  and  was  a  resi- 
dent of  that  place  for  several  years,  later  re- 
moving to  this  State,  and  settling  at  Bath, 
.Steuben  County.  He  was  a  man  of  wealth 
and  a  slave-holder,  and  took  his  slaves  with 
him  to  Bath,  I'rom  there  he  came  to  Living- 
ston Count)',  and,  being  jileased  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  surrounding  country,  located 
in  the  town  of  Groveland,  where  he  passed 
his  declining  )'ears. 

William  Beg(de,  to  whom  we  refer  in  this 
brief  biograjjliical  record,  was  reared  to  farm- 
ing pursuits,  and  during  the  days  of  his  mi- 
nority became  familiar  with  farm  labor.  In 
1815  he  purchasetl  a  tract  of  wiUl  timbi  r  land 
in  the  town  of  Mount  Morris,  about  two  miles 


from  the  site  of  the  ])]-esent  \illage,  and  in 
the  midst  of  the  forest  erected  a  hjg  cabin, 
the  customary  ilwelling  of  the  earl)'  settlers. 
There  were  neither  railways  nor  canals  tra- 
versing the  country  at  that  time;  and  Roches- 
tei-,  the  nearest  marketing  and  milling  pf)int, 
thirty-six  miles  distant,  was  accessible  by 
teams  only,  three  da)  s  being  consumed  in 
making  the  round  trip.  Wheat  was  then  woi  th 
but  twenty-five  cents  a  bushel,  and  other  pro- 
ductions oi  the  s(dl  brought  a  corresijonding 
l>rice.  b"or  man\-  years  after  his  settlement 
deer,  bears,  wolves,  and  other  wild  animals 
roamed  through  the  forests,  and  were  often  a 
terror  to  the  inhabitants.  He  laljoied  willi 
unceasing  imlustry  to  clear  his  land,  and  by 
his  unerring  jLidgment,  sagacious  forethought, 
and  wise  management  l)ecame  the  owner  of 
a  valualjle  homestead,  wliich  he  had  redeemed 
from  its  primitive  wiklne.^s.  After  li\ing 
there  many  years  Mr.  Begole  removed  to  the 
village  of  Mount  Morris,  where  he  li\ed.  re- 
tired from  acti\"e  pui-suits,  until  liis  death, 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-four  years. 

In  I  814  Mr.  Ik'gole  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  I'^leanor  Bowles,  a  native  of  Ha- 
gerstown, Md.,  and  a  daughter  of  Cai>tain 
liowles,  a  bra\e  soldiei'  of  tlie  Rev'idution. 
She  survived  her  husband,  and  departed  this 
life  in  I\Iichigan,  at  the  adxanced  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Begole 
the  following-named  children  were  born: 
Josiah  W.,  a  resident  ot  b'lint,  Mich.,  was 
formerly  Governor  of  that  State;  b'rederick  is 
also  a  resident  of  l""lint,  Mich.;  Thomas  is 
deceased;  I'hilo  resides  at  MoLuit  Alorris, 
Mich.;  Frank  is  a  resident  of  Wayne  County, 
Michigan;  Sarah  married  H.  II.  Brinkerhoff; 
and  Cornelia  is  the  wife  of  Hirjin  1'.  .Mills,  a 
sketch  ol  whom  apjiears  on  another  page  of 
this  X'olume. 


ILLIAM  BAILb:Y,  a  prosperous 
and  progressive  agriculturist  of  this 
county,  is  the  owner  of  a  well-ap- 


h.is  lesideil  foi'  nearl)'  iialf  a  cenlurw  .A  na- 
tive of  the  Lni])iie  .State,  he  first  opi-ned  his 
eyes  to  the  light  of  this  world  October  14, 
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1832,  in  Allci;;my  CmiiU)',  being  tlie  son  of 
Alexander  l^aile)-,  wiio  was  born  in  Vermont. 

Alexander  ]5ailey,  liaving  been  reared,  edu- 
cated, and  married  in  tbe  Green  Mountain 
State,  rem()\'ed  from  tbere  to  this  State,  ani.1 
settled  in  Alle[;any  (_"()unty  at  an  early  day. 
lie  had  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  when  a 
youny  man,  and  this  was  of  great  use  to  him 
in  his  pioneer  life.  He  was  likewise  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  a  poition  of  the  time, 
but  his  princi|ial  attention  was  devoted  to 
farming  pursuits.  He  took  up  one  hundred 
acres  of  wild  laml,  and  in  the  midst  of  the 
dense  wildernc^^s  built  a  log  house,  in  which 
all  of  his  childien,  with  the  exception  of  the 
eldest,  were  born,  the)'  being  among  the  first 
native-born  chililren  of  that  district.  Having 
cleared  up  the  maj(;r  [lart  of  his  land,  he  sokl 
it,  and  bought  another  farm  in  the  same 
neighborhood,  where  he  built  a  fine  house, 
which  he  occujMed  until  the  death  of  his  faitli- 
ful  wife,  wlien  he  dis])0sed  of  his  property, 
and  went  to  live  with  lii.^  daughter,  making 
his  home  with  her  until  his  tlecease,  at  the 
venerable  age  of  eighty-four  years.  He  mar- 
ried Rhoda  Harmon,  who  also  lived  to  an  ad- 
vanced age;  and  by  her  side  he  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Dalton.  They  reared 
six  chikb  en;  nameh',  Louis  ( deceasetl ), 
Claik,  I. aura,  William,  Hiram,  and  Asahel. 
Laura  married  liiiam  Alerithew,  of  Living- 
ston County;  and  the)'  are  the  parents  of  two 
sons  —  Seneca  and  William. 

William  Bailey  acquired  a  substantial  com- 
mon-school education  in  his  native  district, 
and  in  the  earlier  years  of  his  mature  life  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  owning  and 
operating  a  large  saw-mill  for  some  time. 
After  his  inariaage,  folbiwing  in  the  footstejjs 
of  ills  father,  he  entered  upon  an  agricultural 
lite,  buying  his  |)resent  larm  in  the  town  ol 
Nunda,  where  he  has  since  been  extensively 
en^'aired  in  ueneral  farmini!',  and  is  now  liviuL:" 
surrounded  b)'  the  comforts  that  make  life 
desirable  and  pleasant.  Lie  is  well  known 
throughout  the  community  as  a  thrifty  and 
successful  business  man,  possessing  in  a  high 
degree  those  sterling  principles  of  character 
which  constitute  a  goml  citi/cn. 

Of  his  union  with  I\Iiss  Susan  Teeple,  ol 


Nunda,  five  children  weie  boiii,  three  of  whom 
dieil  in  infanc)'.  'l"he  two  li\  ing  are  Volney 
T.  antl  Wesley.  X'olne)  married  Miss  Aleida 
Newville;  antl  they  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  two  daughters  and  a  son.  Wesley 
remains  at  home  with  his  father.  ?klrs.  .Susan 
T.  ]5ailey  died  January  23,  i8go.  In  politics 
Mr.  Bailey  was  in  former  years  a  Whig,  and 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  James  K. 
Polk  in  1844;  but  he  is  now  a  strong  adherent 
of  the  Democratic  party. 

Portraits  of  a  goodly  number  of  worthies  of 
Livingston  and  Wyoming  constitute  an  inter- 
esting feature  of  the  Biographical  Review  "  of 
the  two  counties.  Among  these  will  be  recog- 
nized the  likeness  of  Mr.  William  Bailey,  of 
Nunda,  whose  life  history  is  here  briell)'  set 
forth. 


/  ^  i;()RGE  W.  WHITNEY,  who  with 
\  •)  j  his  partner  is  carr)'ing  on  an  exten- 
sive nursery  business  under  the  hrm 
name  of  George  W.  Whitney  &  Co.,  has  charge 
of  the  retail  de])artment  of  tlie  same,  his  office 
being  locateil  in  Dansville.  He  is  a  native 
of  the  Lmi)ire  .State,  and  was  born  in  New 
York  City,  November  19,  1865.  Some  of  the 
best  blood  of  the  earlier  settlers  of  New  luig- 
hnul  tlows  thiough  his  veins,  he  being  de- 
scended from  the  Whitneys  of  Massacduisetts, 
in  which  State  his  grandfather,  Dr.  Jonathan 
Whitney,  was  born  and  bred.  The  latter  was 
educated  for  a  professional  career,  and  having 
there  obtained  his  diploma  fi-om  a  medical 
college  began  the  i:)ractice  of  his  profession 
in  Auburn,  this  .State.  Ihe  \illage  of  Ca- 
yuga was  then  but  sjiarsely  populaletl;  but, 
the  indications  pointing  toward  a  rapid  open- 
ing of  the  pathless  forests,  it  seemed  a  favoi- 
able  i)laee  for  the  ambitious  young  [)h)'sician 
to  establish  himself  in  business.  Becoming 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Ca)'uga,  he  soon 
found  himself  the  leading  practitioner  of  that 
l)art  of  Cayuga  Count)',  as  well  as  one  of  its 
most  respected  citizens,  making  it  thereafter 
his  abiding-place  until  death.  He  reared  a 
large  family  of  children,  of  whom  Charles  IL, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the  youngest. 
Charles  II.  Whitney  was  born  in  the  village 
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of  Cayuga,  ami  in  ils  schools  obtained  a  prac- 
tical education.  When  a  young  man  he  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  Inisiness,  finally  settling 
in  Chicago,  wheie  he  li\'etl  for  many  years, 
lie  subset|uentl)'  purchased  an  orange  grove 
in  I'lorida,  and  is  now  living  retired  from 
business  acti\ities,  ile\oting  his  time  to  the 
raising  of  tropical  fruits.  lie  married  h'liza- 
beth  Lcnve,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Lowe,  of 
Chicago,  a  former  resident  of  New  York  City; 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children  — 
Francis  L.  and  George  \V.  The  former  mar- 
ried v..  V.  Gorton,  of  Chicago;  and  the  latter 
is  the  subject  of  this  biief  personal  narrative. 

The  bo)hooil  of  Air.  Whitney  was  spent  in 
the  city  of  Chicago,  and  in  the  excellent  pub- 
lic schools  of  that  famed  Western  cit)'  his 
early  knowletlge  was  acquired.  lie  subse- 
quently accompanied  his  parents  to  Florida, 
and  there  faithfully  assisted  his  father  in  his 
plantation  labors  for  several  years.  In  1884 
he  returned  North,  and  made  his  way  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  being  well  versed  in  the 
methotls  of  fruit  culture  found  no  difficulty  in 
securing  employment  with  Mr.  George  A. 
Sweet,  of  Dansville.  lie  was  soon  appointed 
foreman  in  the  nurser)-,  and  after  a  few  years 
was  made  an  equal  partner  in  the  retail  branch 
of  the  business.  The  substantial  firm  thus 
established  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
and  sagacious  in  this  section  of  the  county, 
employing  about  one  hundred  agents,  who  dis- 
tribute the  products  ui  the  nursery  through- 
out the  entire  country.  Mr.  Whitney  has 
achieved  a  well-merited  success  in  his  chosen 
vocation,  and  gives  his  personal  attention  to 
the  large  spring  and  fall  shipments. 

Mr.  Whitney  is  a  member  of  Canaseraga 
Lodge,  No.  123,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  also  belongs  to  Union  Hose  Com- 
pany, No.  I.  He  usually  supports  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  but  is  bound  by  no  political  lies, 
and  witli  the  courage  of  his  convictions  votes 
for  the  man  best  fitted  for  tlie  position. 


\W/  '^^''^'^'''^  II.  CUMMING.S,  a  in-os- 
i)erous  farmer  residing  at  Silver 
Springs,  in  the  town  of  Gainesville, 

W)oming  County,   which  lies  directly  north 


of  (jainesville,  was  biun  in  Warsaw,  May  18, 
1852.  His  father,  Almon  Cummings,  is  also 
a  nati\'e  of  Warsaw;  and  his  grandfather, 
Henry  Cummings,  was  born  at  .Shaltsbin) , 
Vt.,  where  he  was  reared  to  agricultuiMl  pur- 
suits. 

llenr)'  Cummings  came  to  W'arsaw  in  1820, 
arul  purchasing  a  tract  of  land  began  lite  in  a 
log  house  as  a  jjioneer.  After  having  made 
e\erything  ready  for  a  start  in  his  new  home, 
he  returned  to  X'ermonl,  and  brought  back  his 
wife  and  family,  arri\  ing  at  Warsaw  in  mid- 
winter, the  journe}'  having  been  matle  with 
their  household  effects  in  a  Co\eied  wagon. 
Mr.  Henry  Cummings  clearetl  and  improxcd 
his  farm  to  a  consitlerable  extent,  and  had  re- 
sideil  thereon  iov  many  years  when  he  sold 
his  property  in  Warsaw,  and  mo\ed  to  luist 
Gainesville,  now  Silver  Springs,  where  he 
inirchased  a  large  farm.  He  presented  all  his 
sons  with  a  farm  in  W'aisaw,  and  spent  liis 
declining  years  in  retirement  at  .Silver 
Springs.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four, 
after  having  reai'ed  and  well  provided  for  a 
family  of  fi^e  children,  two  of  whom  —  Almon 
and  Nelson  —  are  still  living.  The  deceased 
are:  John,  Mary  L.,  antl  bdiza  A. 

Almon  Cummings  was  reared  a  farmer. 
He  conducted  the  farm  given  him  bv  his 
father  until  1888,  when  he  s(dd  his  propei't\', 
and  moved  to  Silver  Springs,  where  he  and 
his  wife  are  now  residing  in  retirement. 
They  are  members  of  the  I'ree  Will  liaptist 
church.  The  maiden  name  of  Mrs.  xXlmon 
Cummings  was  Jane  Miller.  Her  lather 
operated  a  mill  at  Castile,  where  she  was 
born,  being  one  of  a  family  of  six  children. 
John  W.  Miller,  a  farmer  of  Monson,  Mass., 
anil  David  A.  Miller,  of  Silver  .Si)iings,  re- 
tired, are  brothers  of  Mrs.  Cummings,  who 
is  still  li\  ing  at  the  age  ot  sixty-sex'en.  The 
Miller  family  were  earl)'  settlers  in  Castile. 

Walter  II.  Cummings  jjassei!  his  early  bo)- 
hootl  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools  anil  at  I'eny  and  War- 
saw Academies.  He  left  home  at  sixteen  to 
work  in  a  large  grocery  store  at  SiKer  .Sj)rings. 
Three  years  later  he  returned  to  Warsaw, 
where  he  is  still  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness.    He   was   for  some   time  emplo)ed  m 
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settling  affairs  connected  with  his  wife's 
estate,  after  which  lie  moved  to  his  present 
home  at  Sih'er  Springs.  lie  has  a  large  farm 
of  six  hundred  acres,  upon  which  he  carries 
on  agriculture  in  all  its  branches.  'I"he 
maiden  name  of  his  wife,  whom  he  married  in 
1S75,  was  Grace  A.  Woodruff.  She  is  a 
(laughter  of  the  late  Alerritt  Woodruff,  whose 
father,  John  Woodruff,  settled  in  Gainesville 
in  1816.  having  mo\e(.l  from  Connecticut. 
Grandfather  Woodruff  cleared  and  improved 
a  farm,  upon  which  he  resided  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  :\nd  which  is  now  owned  by  his 
grand-daughter,  Mr.  Cunnviings's  wife.  Rler- 
ritt  Woodruff,  who  was  a  faiiner,  a  large  land- 
holder, anil  also  inteiestetl  in  pine  timber 
lands  in  Michigan,  die  1  at  the  present  home 
of  his  daughter.  He  was  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  many  years,  and  was  widely  known 
as  Squire  Woodruff.  I  lis  wife,  Mrs.  Cum- 
mings's  mother,  was  I'^li/abeth  B.  Tinker,  of 
Henrietta,  Monroe  County,  N.V.  She  also 
died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-four  )ears.  Mrs.  Cummings  was 
an  only  child.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cummings  have 
one  daughter,  I\y  Grace,  a  young  lady  of 
sixteen. 

Mr.  Cummings  is  a  member  (jf  the  Masonic 
Lodge  at  Warsaw,  and  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  as  is  his  father,  his  wife's  father  also 
ha\ing  been  of  that  party.  Mr.  Ciunmings 
was  a  Justice  of  the  I'eace  for  three  years; 
but,  wlien  elected  Supervisor  in  1890,  he  im- 
niediatel)'  resigned  the  former  office,  and  has 
held  the  latter  two  terms  of  one  year  each. 
I\Ir.  Cummings  is  a  member  and  also  a  Trus- 
tee of  the  Methodist  church. 


ir^R.  A.    LA   H()\'T1':AUX,  a  surgeon 
1=1     dentist,  located  in  the  town  of  Dans- 
Ll^ J     ville,   ii  one  of  the  most  eminent 
men  of  his  i)rofcssion  in  Livingston 
County,  and  has  a  far  moie  than  local  lejnita- 
tion  for  ability,  knowledge,  and  skill.  He 
is  a  native  of  Covert,  .Seneca  County,  N.Y., 
where  his  birth  occurred  July  28,  1828. 

The  Doctor  comes  from  honored  stock,  and 
is  a  grandson  of  one  Peter  La  Poyteaux,  who 
was  tor  many  )ears  a  respected  citizen  of  New 


Jersey;  and  it  was  in  that  State  that  /\.braluun 
La  Boyleaux,  the  Doctor's  father,  was  born  in 
the  )-ear  178S.  Abraham  remijved  to  this 
State  when  a  young  man,  locating  in  .Seneca 
C(nmty,  where  he  followed  the  trade  ot  car- 
pentr)',  to  which  occupation  he  al^o  added 
agriculture,  being  the  owner  ol  a  good  farm, 
on  which  he  resitled  until  his  death,  at  the 
venerable  age  of  eighty-nine  3'ears.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Anten,  a  daughter  of  John  Anten  ; 
and  the)-  became  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren; name]}',  Margaret,  Catherine,  Peter, 
Arthur,  Susan,  Delia,  and  William.  The 
mother  sur\'ived  her  husband,  and  ilietl  at  the 
home  of  Dr.  La  15oyteaux,  in  the  sixty-third 
year  of  her  age.  .She  was  a  woman  ol  great 
personal  worth,  ami  a  sincere  member  of  the 
Methodist  ciiurch,  to  which  her  husband  also 
belonged. 

Dr.  A.  La  Hoyteaux  sj^ent  the  earlier  )ears 
of  his  life  in  Seneca  Count\,  whei'e  he  at- 
tentled  school  until  twenty  years  old,  and  then 
took  up  the  study  of  dentistry,  for  which  he 
had  a  iiredilectiou,  spending  a  \ear  at  Corn- 
ing, and  afterward  comi)leting  his  studies  in 
Seneca  County.  He  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Romulusville,  remaining  there 
until  1862,  and  then  remoxed  t(j  Rusluille, 
Yates  County,  where  he  built  \\\)  a  large  and 
lucrative  i)ractice.  Coming  to  Dans\ille,  he 
o[K'ned  his  ]Mesent  olfice  in  the  month  of 
April,  1874,  '"^'■1  '^^'^  since  been  constanth- 
engaged,  his  extensive  jiatronage  keeping  him 
busy.  'I'he  Doctor  lias  hatl  a  wide  experience 
in  his  branch  of  business,  and  is  probably  one 
of  the  best-known  denti.^ts  of  Central  arid 
Western  New  Yi.rk.  While  a  resitlent  of 
Seneca  County,  he  won  i)remiums  at  several 
fairs,  his  work  surpa>sing  that  of  hi>  many 
competitors.  In  1857  he  took  the  hr.it  i)i'i/.e 
for  ilentistry  at  the  .Seneca  Count)'  Agricult- 
ural h'air,  two  years  later  securing  the  hr^t 
premium  at  the  same  fair,  and  in  1800  1  e- 
cei\ed  the  first  ])rize  for  the  tinest  specimen 
of  plate  work  at  the  Mechanics'  I'~air.  'Phis 
specimen  ot  his  haiuliwoi'k  is  still  in  his  pos- 
session, and  shows  in  a  marked  degree  his 
great  mechanical  and  artistic  ability.  In  the 
medical  worhl  Dr.  La  Boyteaux  has  won  fame 
and   distinction,  also   ha\'ing  been  \'ei}'  sue- 
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cessful  in  the  rcmov'al  of  tumors  in  Sf\eral 
cases  when  other  |)h)sicians  had  i^iven  tlicni 
up  as  hi)|)clc.ss. 

Tlic  Doctor  was  united  in  marria[;'e  in  1853 
witli  Martha  Tobias,  a  daughter  of  ((jlm 
Tcjbias,  of  Springixjrt,  Cayuga  County;  Init 
after  nine  years  of  iiappy  wedded  life  she  died, 
lea\ing  one  ehihl,  Rebecca,  who  is  married 
ami  tlie  mother  of  three  children.  Dr.  La 
15oyteau.\  subsequently  married  Sarah  A.  Leg- 
gett,  a  daugliter  of  John  Leggett,  of  IMood's 
Corners,  Steuben  Cuimty;  and  the  only  child 
of  their  union  is  Dr.  Charles  J.  La  Boyteaux, 
a  prominent  dentist  of  Buffalo.  This  son  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging 
to  DansviUe  Lodge.  Politically,  both  the 
Doctor  and  his  son  are  firm  su[)porters  of  the 
Democratic  ticket.  In  their  religious  views 
the  entire  familv  are  broad  and  liberal,  and 
are  regular  attendants  of  the  LIniversalist 
church. 


/  ^  KORGE  V.  ALVORD,  an  important 
\  •)  I  factoi"  of  the  agricultural  region  of 
Livingston  Count}',  is  a  representa- 
tive of  one  (T  the  early  families  of  New  York, 
antl  is  hiniselt  a  nat i\'e-boi"n  citizen  of  Mount 
Morris,  where  his  birth  occurred  March  25, 
1S30.  Ilis  fathei',  Thineas  Alvord,  was  born 
on  a  farm  two  miles  from  Montpelier,  Vt.,  in 
1800;  and  his  father,  .Stephen  Alvord,  was  a 
native  <jf  Ne\s'  bhigland,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  owneil  and  occupied  a  farm  in  Northern 
Vermont.  Unfortunately,  he  indorsed  notes 
for  a  friend,  and  was  obliged  to  sacrifice  his 
farm.  In  order  to  retrieve  his  lost  fortune, 
he  emigrated  to  Caiuuhi,  but  finding  the  win- 
ters too  coKl  remained  theie  but  a  few  years, 
and  coming  to  the  .State  of  New  York  lo- 
cated in  Last  liloondudd,  where  he  labored 
until  1833,  in  which  )ear  he  came  to  Mount 
Mori  is,  and  contracted  for  a  piece  of  timber 
land.  He  at  once  erecteil  a  log  house,  and 
e\[K'cted  to  soon  make  a  home,  but  very 
shoi  tl)'-  aftei-  was  taken  sick  and  died. 

I'hineas  Alvonl  was  but  a  boy  when  his  par- 
ents removed  to  this  .State;  and  he  soon  after 
began  working  tor  Henry  Huell,  a  farmer  re- 
siding in  luist  ]51oomfield,  continuing  in  his 


employ  for  seven  )'ears.  In  1823  he  pur- 
chased a  pair  of  steei's  ami  a  wagon,  and  with 
the  latter  loadetl  with  apples,  which  Mr.  Hui.ll 
had  gi\'en  him,  started  lor  Mount  .Morris,  and 
located  on  the  land  for  wiiich  his  father  had 
contracted,  assuming  the  entire  indebtedness. 
He  soon  afterward  built  anothei'  log  house, 
in  the  construction  of  which  there  was  no 
sawed  lumber  used.  He  ri\'ed  with  his  own 
hands  the  shakes  which  covered  the  roof,  am.l 
split  and  hewed  the  planks  for  the  floor.  h'or 
want  of  better  transjjortat  ion  facilities  he 
teamed  his  surplus  grain  to  Rochester,  some 
thirty-five  miles  away,  and  from  there  brought 
back  the  store  commodities  needed  for  family 
use.  He  was  very  industriinis  and  an  excel- 
lent manager,  and  in  a  comparatively  short 
time  paid  for  his  lantl,  and  to  the  original 
homestead  property  added  other  land,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he 
was  seventy-four  years  (dd,  being  tlie  ownei'  of 
three  bundled  acres  of  good  land.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Rachel  Lemeii,  was 
born  in  Dansville,  N.Y.,  in  1800,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  William  C.  Lemen.  She  bore 
him  ten  children;  namely,  .Sarah,  Amanda, 
C(jrdelia,  George  1'.,  Wealthy  A.,  Lucinda 
J.,  Mary,  Martin  Van  Lureii,  William  T., 
antl  Diana. 

(ieorge  1'.  Alvord  was  reared  to  the  [nirsuit 
of  agriculture,  ami  under  the  able  tuition  of 
his  lather  received  an  excellent  chilling  m  its 
various  branches.  When  twenty-six  )'ears 
old,  he  left  the  jjarental  fireside,  and  located 
on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies. 
His  estate  inchnles  two  hundi'cd  acres  of 
well-improved  and  highl)  cultiwited  l.tnd, 
amply  .-.uiiplied  with  conx  enicnt  fai  ni  build- 
ings and  all  the  necessai\-  implements  and 
machinery  for  coiulucting  his  labcu's  after  the 
most  ai)|)r()\'ed  modern  melho  ls. 

Mr.  Alvortl  was  united  iii  marriage'  in  1856 
with  Miss  Josephine  Roberts,  who  was  born 
at  Oak  Hill,  Mount  .Morris,  licing  a  daughter 
of  Reuben  and  Mar\'  (  ll.in  i -^on  )  Roberts,  na- 
tives of  .Saratoga  Count\'.  Mis.  .M\ord 
comes  of  Welsh  ancesti  v.  her  pateinal  giand- 
father,  Noah  Roberts,  having  been  born,  it  is 
thought,  in  Wales.  He  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica,   and   settling   in    .Saratoga   Count)-,  this 
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State,  en;^^'l^^x■(l  in  gL'iicral  farniini^,  remaining 
a  rcsidL-nt  there  until  his  decease.  lie  niai- 
ried  hdi/ahetli  Rhoades,  a  native  of  Rhode 
Islantl;  and  they  reared  a  family  of  seven 
children. 

The  fatlicr  of  Mrs.  Alvord  was  reared  and 
married  in  .Saratoga  County,  living  there  until 
1S23,  when  he  removed  to  Livingston  Count}', 
his  famil}',  consisting  of  his  wife  ami  one 
child,  accompanying  him.  lie  made  the  jour- 
ne)'  with  two  ox  teams,  and  the  latter  part  of 
the  way  was  obliged  to  cut  a  path  through  tlie 
dense  forest.  .Settling  in  the  town  of  Mount 
Morris,  Air.  Roberts  bought  a  timbered  tract 
oil  Oak  Hill,  and  there  built  the  log  house  \n 
which  Mis.  Alvord  was  boin.  There  being 
no  convenient  markets,  he  anil  his  family,  in 
common  with  their  neighbors,  lived  on  the 
])roducts  of  the  soil,  and  clothed  their  families 
in  homespun  garments,  the  material  for  which 
was  spun  and  woven  by  the  thrifty  housewife. 
After  getting  a  large  portion  of  his  land  under 
culture,  Mr.  Roberts  sold  his  farm,  but  subse- 
(|uently  jnirchaseil  another  in  the  same  local- 
it)',  :\m\  there  lived  until  his  death,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-seven  years.  Mis  wife,  formerly 
Mary  Harrison,  was  a  daughter  of  Robert 
Harrison,  who  was  born  in  I'.ngland,  and  was 
the  only  member  of  his  tamil)'  to  emigrate  to 
the  United  States.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts 
were  the  jiarents  of  six  children  —  William 
Priestley,  I'dmina,  Maria,  Atlelia,  Josephine, 
and  Burt. 

Robert  Harrison,  the  maternal  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Alvord,  was  the  second  son  of  a 
wealthy  lingl ishnian,  but  did  not  inherit  any 
of  his  fallier's  propei'ty.  When  quite  young, 
he  was  taken  b)'  his  brother,  and  placed  on 
board  an  baiglish  man-of-war,  and  was  kept  in 
the  scMA'ice  seven  years.  About  the  time  of 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
the  ship  anil  crew  came  to  America,  and  were 
captured  by  the  Americans;  and,  after  being 
kept  ]:irisoner  for  a  time,  Mr.  Harrison  was 
ifiven  his  ihoice  of  returniii'''  to  I-aigland  or 
of  fighting  against  his  nati\e  country.  His 
S)nipathies  being  with  the  colonists,  he  en- 
listed in  the  arni\',  and  fought  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  after  which  he  settled  in  Saratoga 
Count)',  where  he  resided  for  several  years. 


He  afterward  bought  a  farm  in  the  town  of 
l^atli,  .Steuljen  County,  where  he  spent  his  de- 
clining (la)s.  He  married  h^innie  y\ndrus, 
who  b(jre  him  children,  one  of  whom,  Mai'y, 
was  the  mother  of  six  children,  one  of  them 
being  Mrs.  Alvord.  The  [larents  of  Mrs. 
Alvord  were  nu-mbers  of  tlie  l^aptist  church; 
and  in  political  matters  her  father  was  in  his 
earlier  years  a  Whig,  but  on  the  formation  of 
the  Rcijublican  party  became  an  earnest  sup- 
jjorter  of  its  principles. 

Mr.  Alvortl  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
skilful  and  enterprising  farmers  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  county,  and  is  a  business  man  of 
excellent  ability,  uiiidght  and  honorable  in  all 
of  his  transactions  and  an  esteemed  citizen. 
I'oliticall\ ,  he  is  a  straight  Democrat,  antl 
frateinally  is  a  member  of  Mount  Moriis 
Lodge,   No.   122,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 


^-[T^h:T]':R  D.  JONES,  an  extensive  fruit 
I  grower    and    apiarist,    resitling  in 

I  y£)  Mount  Morris,  was  born  on  the  farm 
which  he  now  owns  and  occupies, 
the  date  of  birth  being  Se]jtember  3,  1829. 
He  is  a  practical,  well-educated  man,  possess- 
ing soimd  judgment  and  good  business  talents, 
which  ha\'e  made  him  unusually  successful  in 
his  present  elUerpri^e.  Mr.  Jones  comes  of 
Welsh  antecedents,  his  paternal  grandfather 
having  been  born  in  New  Jersey  of  Welsh 
parents.  He  was  a  soldier,  ami  during  the 
famous  Whiskey  Rebellion,  in  1794,  caught 
C(dd  Irom  exposure,  and  soon  after  died  from 
the  effects.  His  wiilow,  who  subsecpient  1  v 
married  I'eter  Dilts,  lived  to  a  gootl  old  age. 

Jesse  15.  Jones,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  but  an  iidant  when  his  father 
died,  and  was  reaied  to  mature  \ears  by  his 
mother  and  ste'p-fathei'.  He  learned  the  traile 
of  carjjentry,  and  at  the  age  oi  twenty  years 
came  to  New  York  .State,  locating  at  first  in 
Seneca  County.  After  a  few  years'  residence 
there  he  came  to  Liv  ingston  Counl\',  and  was 
a  pioneer  settler  of  Mount  Morris.  Here  he 
bought  one  hundied  and  twenty-six  acres  of 
land,  twenty  of  which  were  parti)'  cleared  and 
had  been  still  taitlier  improved  by  the  erec- 
tion of  a  small  log   house.     It  was  in  this 
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lo<^  cabin  that  his  son,  Peter  D.,  was  born; 
and  twcnt)'-four  )'rars  later  it  was  the  liome 
to  wliieli  he  bnuinlit  tlie  hi^ide  of  his  choice. 
J'"or  man)'  years  alter  his  settlement  here, 
there  were  no  convenient  means  for  transjior- 
tation,  railways  and  canals  beinj^  unknown; 
and  Rochester  was  the  nearest  market  for  su])- 
plies.  He  was  a  man  of  resolution  and  per- 
severance, thrift)'  and  industrious,  and  in  the 
course  of  time  succeeded  in  wresting  a  farm 
from  the  forest,  on  which  he  made  substantial 
improvements,  amoni;'  the  most  noticeable 
bein^-  the  erect i(Mi  of  a  good  set  of  frame 
buildings.  lie  added  fifty  acres  to  his  origi- 
nal purchase,  making  in  all  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six  acres. 

Jesse  B.  J(jnes  li\'ed  to  be  over  fourscore 
years  of  age,  and  watched  with  genuine  jMide 
and  satisfaction  the  wonderful  growth  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  town  ami  county,  and  to  this 
great  change  gave  able  assistance,  lie  mar- 
ried Eliza  Christopher,  a  native  of  Seneca 
County,  ami  a  daughter  of  Nathan  and  1*21  iza- 
beth  Christojiher,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  and 
pioneers  of  Seneca  County.  She  departed 
this  life  in  1876  at  the  age  of  sevent}'-six 
years,  leaving  fi\e  children. 

I'eter  D.  Jones  was  reared  and  educated  in 
the  town  of  his  birth,  and  remained  upon  the 
home  farm  until  after  his  marriage.  In  1854, 
following  the  march  of  civilization  westward, 
he  made  a  tri[)  to  Iowa,  going  by  rail  to  (ia- 
lena.  111.,  which  was  then  the  terminus  of  the 
railway,  ami  thence  by  boat  to  Dubuque, 
where  he  hired  a  conveyance  to  take  him  to 
Delaware  County.  He  there  bought  a  tract  of 
government  land,  pa}ing  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  After  making  the 
jiurchase,  Mr.  Jones  returned  home,  and  for  a 
time  worked  his  father's  farm  on  shares.  In 
1858  lie  removed  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Linn- 
ville  townshij),  ()gle  County,  where  he  worked 
land  on  shares  for  three  }ears,  and  then  traded 
his  Iowa  i)ro]3erty  for  a  farm  in  Linnville, 
where  he  engage  1  in  general  farming  for  a 
time.  In  1867  Mr.  Jones  once  more  became 
a  resident  of  Mount  Morris,  and  on  the  death, 
of  his  father  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  ihe 
old  homestead,  which  he  now  occupies.  He 
has  been  eminentl}'  successful   in   his  opera- 


tions, and  has  a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  se\'enty-si.v  acres.  He  has  made  a  study 
of  the  lile  and  habits  of  bees  since  a  )'oung 
man,  and  is  an  extensive  r.ii^er  oi  these  bu>)' 
insects,  averaging  about  two  hundred  swarms 
a  year.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  fruit  grou-- 
ing,  and  has  a  [)roductive  vineyard  of  twelve 
acres,  besides  an  orchard  containing  a  vai ied 
assortment  of  peach,  ap[)Ie,  pear,  and  other 
trees.  He  has  also  fifty  registered  Shroj^jshire 
sheep,  the  head  of  the  flock  being  imported. 

An  important  event  in  the  life  oi  Mr.  Jones 
was  his  marriage  in  March,  1853,  to  Jane  K. 
Van  Sickle,  a  native  of  Mount  Morris,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  (Grey)  A^an 
Sickle.  To  this  union  thei^e  were  born  four 
children.  Lucius  15.  married  Dora  lulick; 
Jesse  H.  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months; 
l^lida  died  when  twelve  years  old;  Jennie, 
the  wife  of  lulward  McHerron,  has  three  chil- 
dren—  Minnie,  Jesse,  and  Julia.  Politicall)', 
Mr.  Jones  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  ]3rinci- 
ples  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  also  an 
earnest  advocate  of  the  temperance  movement. 
He  takes  an  acti\-e  interest  in  local  affairs, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Excise  Board.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcoi^al  church. 


yARLE  S.  WHITIC,  the  efficient,  courte- 
1*1  ous,  anil  popular  Cashier  of  the  State 
~  •mm '  Bank  of  I'ike,  Wyoming  Count\', 
N.Y.,  was  born  in  Hinsdale,  Cattaraugus 
County,  on  August  20,  1863.  His  grand- 
father, John  White,  who  was  a  blacksmith  b)' 
trade,  came  from  New  luigland  to  Cattaraugus 
in  1841,  and  settled  in  Hinsdale.  John 
White  was  the  father  of  se\-en  chililren,  of 
whom  the  third  was  the  talher  of  the  )'oung" 
man  whose  name  opens  \\\\^  sketcli. 

This  third  son,  Henry  K.  White,  leariu'd 
his  father's  trade  when  a  bi>y,  and  eni- 
baiked  in  mercantile  business  as  he  grew 
oUler.  He  secured  a  p.'sition  as  clerk  in  a 
large  general  store  early  in  lile,  and,  proving 
himself  very  capable,  by  diligence  and  econ- 
omy amassed  a  sum  sufficiep.t  in  a  few  years 
to  purchase  a  store  of  his  own.  which  he  con- 
tlucted  in  partnershij:)  with  his  late  emjdoN'er. 
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In  1872  he  became  a  travelling  salesman,  and 
for  eighteen  years  canvassed  New  Yurk  and 
Pennsylvania.  In  1S89  he  returned  to  Olean, 
where  he  still  li\'es.  llis  wife,  whose  name 
before  marriage  was  Sarah  J.  Smith,  died  at 
Hinsdale  in  18S7,  aged  fc.rty-nine  years. 
Twd  chiUlien  weie  born  of  their  union  — 
M.u  le  .S.  and  lulilh,  who  acts  as  clerk  for  her 
brother.  Hoth  i)arents  were  in  the  commun- 
ioii  of  the  Methodist  church. 

luirle  S.  W'liite  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  and  completcil 
his  studies  at  Chandjerlaiii  Institute  in  Ran- 
dolph. He  was  for  a  short  time  engaged  in 
the  drug  business,  but  in  1881  accepted  a 
position  as  bcjok- kee[)ei'  in  the  b'irst  National 
Hank  of  Olean,  whicli  he  held  until  1 884, 
when  he  moved  to  Huffalo,  where  he  was  for 
two  years  connected  with  the  auditor's  office 
of  the  Western  New  York  &  Pennsylvania 
Railroail.  In  the  si)ring  of  1886  he  resigneil 
his  i)osition  to  become  teller  of  the  P'armers' 
National  Pank  of  hVanklinx  ille,  where  he  re- 
mained until  March,  1889,  at  which  date  he 
came  to  Pike,  and  assumed  charge  of  the 
banking  oitice  of  Adams,  Weed  &  Co.  He 
retained  tlie  management  of  its  affairs  until  it 
was  reorganized  into  the  State  Bank  of  Pike; 
and  it  is  certainl}'  largel\'  owing  to  his  el'fi- 
cient  direction  that  the  small  j^rivate  exchange 
office  has  grown  into  a  financial  establishment 
with  a  |)aid-up  capital  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  and  surplus  and  und i\-i(.leil  profits  of 
six  thousand  dollais.  Through  the  jjeriod, 
not  long  past,  of  financial  depression  through- 
out the  country,  this  institution  enjoyed  the 
entire  confidence  of  the  ix'0[)le  of  Pike. 

The  delightful  manner  which  makes  P'arle 
S.  White  a  social  success  and  general  favorite 
has  had  much  to  tlo  with  his  business  success; 
and  the  even  courtesy  which  is  always  ex- 
tended its  patrons  has  been  largely  infiuential 
in  making  the  Pike  State  Bank  popular.  In 
his  home  I\Ir.  White,  aided  by  his  charming 
wife  and  attractive  sister,  tlispenses  a  cordial 
hosiiitality.  ( )n  the  21st  of  Sejitember,  1887, 
he  was  married  to  h'stella  S.  Gould,  of  Hins- 
dale, daughter  of  the  late  John  H.  Gould,  of 
that  i)lace.  Two  daughters,  Alice  M.,  aged 
five  years,  ami  b'lorence  1"..,  aged  one  year, 


have  been  born  of  this  union.  I\Ir.  White  is 
a  member  of  'Priluminar  Lodge,  No.  543,  and 
Nunda  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  He  has  held  most 
of  tile  prominent  ofiices  in  'Pi  iluminar  Lodge, 
and  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  Ma- 
scjiiic  year  was  unanimousl)'  electetl  its  Mas- 
ter, llis  political  faith  is  [dedged  to  the 
Republican  party. 


yj  RANK  J.  ALYICRSON,  attorney-at- 
1^  law,  is  a  resident  of  Dansville,  and  is 
making  heatlwa)'  along  the  pathway  to 
success,  being  possessed  of  energy  and  tact, 
and  having  a  clientage  among  all  classes. 
He  is  a  type  of  the  natixe-liorn  citizens  of 
Livingston  County,  Dansville  being  the  place 
of  his  birth,  which  occurretl  July  20,  1867. 

The  Alverson  family  have  been  connected 
with  the  history  of  the  Paiipire  State  for  sev- 
eral generations.  Uriah  Al\-erson,  the  grand- 
father, was  born  and  bred  in  Utica,  (Jneida 
Count)',  and  was  the  representative  of  a  well- 
known  famih',  his  mother's  maiden  name  hav- 
ing been  Donaldson.  When  a  young  man, 
Uriah  Al\-erson,  wdio  was  an  extensive  dealer 
in  lum[)er,  came  to  Dansville,  that  he  might 
have  the  benefit  of  the  canal  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  his  lumber,  and  was  trom  that  time 
until  the  close  of  the  canal  a  elealer  in  lumber. 

'Phe  father  of  the  subject  of  this  brief 
chronicle,  Augustus  Alverson,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Nunda,  auel  was  reared  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  is  now  in  the  prime  of 
life,  bearing  his  fifty-six  years  of  age  with 
ease.  He  married  Marie  Cole,  a  native  of  Wis- 
consin, and  a  daughter  vt  John  C(de,  of  that 
State.  Two  sons  were  born  of  their  union; 
namely,  I'rank  J.  and  James  A.,  the  latter  an 
enterprising  )'oung  man  of  seventeen  )ears. 

b'rank  J.  .\l\erson  obtained  his  elementary 
education  in  the  pvdilic  schools  of  l)ans\  ille, 
aiul,  l)eing  endowed  b)'  nature  with  mental 
powers  fitting  him  for  a  professional  career, 
began  the  study  of  law,  entering  first  the 
office  of  J.  M.  McNair,  and  afterward  com- 
pleting his  reading  with  Pissell  &  P\)ss.  He 
passed  a  creditable  examination,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  Rochester  in  .March,  1S92. 
He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the 
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l)lacc  of  his  nativity,  and  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. He  stands  well  in  his  [jrofession,  and 
has  the  reputation  of  being  honorable  and 
manly,  \vinnin<^  ant!  retaining  the  conhcknee 
of  those  with  whom  he  is  brought  in  contact. 

On  the  iijth  of  Jul)',  1893,  Mr.  Alverson 
was  married  to  Miss  Maria  Renimell,  a  daugh- 
ter of  l-'rederic  Remmell,  of  Corning,  Steuben 
Count\',  X.'N'.  Mrs.  Aherson  is  a  member  of 
the  rresbvteriau  church.  Politically,  Mr. 
Alverson  is  a  hearty  su|)|iorter  ot  the  grant! 
princijiles  promulgated  by  the  Republican 
part)',  autl  sociall)'  is  inlluential  in  Masonic 
circles,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  115,  A.  f. 
&  A.  M.,  and  Dansville  Chapter,  No.  91, 
Knights  Templars. 


|ARSI':NA  DRAKE,  an  extensive 
\=f  cattle  and  wool  dealer  in  Arcade, 
Wyoming  County,  N.Y.,  was 
born  in  Clarkson,  Monroe 
County,  December  25,  1S27.  His  father, 
h>ancis  Drake,  was  a  New  Englander,  who 
came  to  Monroe  at  an  early  j^eriod  of  that 
county's  settlement,  anil  lived  for  many  years. 
He  died  in  his  seventy-eighth  year,  at  the 
home  of  his  son,  who  at  the  time  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Eagle.  h~raneis  Drake  marrieel  a 
Miss  Kelsey  Dimmes;  and  of  this  marriage 
eight  children  were  born,  of  whom  two  are 
still  living  —  Marsena  and  Charles,  a  resident 
of  Kv'ic  County,  I'enns)-lvania.  Erancis  died 
in  Iowa,  where  he  had  gained  considerable 
prominence  in  mercantile  circles,  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1894.  Both  parents  were  mend)ers 
of  the  15a[)tist  church,  in  which  faith  Mr. 
Drake  was  reared. 

Until  about  five  years  of  age  Marsena  Drake 
lived  on  his  father's  farm  in  Monroe  County. 
Thence  they  reuKn'ed  to  Niagara  County,  and 
three  or  four  years  later  to  Wyoming  County. 
When  twelve  years  idtl  he  began  to  work  for 
his  brother-in-law,  in  whose  em]:)loyment  he 
remained  until  he  was  eighteen.  In  the 
mean  time  he  atteniled  the  district  schools  of 
his  neighboihooil,  exercising  the  faculties  of 
mind  and  body,  and  keeping  the  even  balance 
of  a  simple,  well-ordered  life.  Contented 
with  the  meagre  earnings  received  for  farm 


labiH",  Mr.  Drake  worked  on  pat  lent  1)',  aiul  in 
a  lew  years  was  able  to  purchase  tlie  i)ropert)'  in 
i'".agle  which  he  still  owns,  and  which  is  under 
the-  managemeiit  of  his  mou  at  present.  l-'rom 
iuigle  he  came  to  Arcade  in  1884,  and  [turchased 
his  present  ])leasaut  home  on  Main  Street. 
Here  he  c(jntinueil  ilealing  in  wo(j1,  which  was 
a  remuneratis'e  line  of  trade.  I'or  thirty  )'ears 
Mr.  Drake  has  been  a  large  cattle  dealers,  buy  - 
ing stock  Irom  the  neighb(U"ing  tarmers  and 
shipi)ing  to  Huffahj  and  New  Jerse\',  where 
a  satisfactory  inofit  was  generally  leali/ed. 

Mr.  Drake  was  wedded  June  5,  1851,  to 
Miss  Eli/a  Nott,  of  Sardinia,  l'!rie  County, 
where  her  father,  Kzrd  Nott,  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers.  Iv.ra  Nott  was  a  prominent 
man  in  his  day.  He  served  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  promoted  tt)  be  Cajitain  l)efore 
its  close.  After  the  war  he  was  connected 
with  the  militia,  and  rose  to  the  distinction 
of  General,  a  name  he  was  familiarly  known 
by.  His  wife  was  Hannah  Hani)',  b\'  whom 
he  had  six  children,  as  follows:  Samuel  IC, 
Sampson  IE,  William  P.,  Hannah  W.,  P^li/.a 
M.,  and  Angelctte  J.  Two  sons  were  the 
issue  by  this  union  —  P^red  Kzva,  who  marrietl 
Miss  Jennie  Daggett,  the  daughter  of  an  inn- 
keejier  at  Springville,  and  is  engagetl  in  cun- 
struction  of  iron  bridges;  and  Charlie  M.,  who 
married  Miss  Ellen  Willson,  of  Arcade,  and  has 
one  child  — May  Eliza.  Mr.  Charlie  Drake  has 
the  management  oi  his  father's  farm  at  Eagle. 

Mr.  I\Iarsena  Drake's  pijpularity  in  the 
community  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  has 
for  five  c(jnsecutive  years  lield  the  office  of 
Supervisor,  a  longer  period  than  any  other 
incumbent  of  the  position  has  ever  officiated. 
He  has  also  been  Pown  Commissioner,  and 
was  at  one  time  President  of  the  village.  In 
])olitical  faith  he  is  strongly  and  zealously 
Re|)ublican.  Mrs.  Drake  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church  of  Arcade,  of  which  her  husl)and 
is  a  regular  attendant  and  liberal  sup[.iorter. 


OlIN     T.     McClTRDV,    an  adjusting 
agent  of  the  Caledonia  P'ire  Insurance 
Company    of    New    \'ork,    was  born 
in    Haikhamsted,    Litchfield  Count)-, 
Conn.,   on   the  30th  of  March,    1850.  His 
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^n'andfatlicr,  James  IMcCurdy,  was  born  in 
tlic  parish  of  Cavaii,  County  Antrim,  Irclantl, 
May  lO,  1782,  tluiULjh  he  was  of  Scotch  ances- 
tors. James  AfcCurdy's  fatlier,  John  iMc- 
Curdy,  was  a  son  of  Robert  McCurdy,  whose 
wife's  maitlen  name  w.is  Mary  Moore.  His 
i;i-anchnollier  was  iMari;aret  b'errier,  a  daughter 
(if  ]  1  ugh  l'~errier. 

James  MrCuicl}',  the  grandfatiier  of  John 
v.,  with  liis  mother,  who  hatl  married  a  see- 
oiul  time,  came  to  America  in  1788,  landing 
at  Wilmington,  Del.,  thence  going  by  way  of 
lUiffalo  to  Northumberland  County,  Pennsyl- 
\ania,  where  the)'  remained  for  seven  years, 
coming  from  llience  to  iJansville  in  1795. 
James  McCurdy  was  the  first  settler  in  the 
town  of  Dan^ville,  and  lived  for  sixty-five 
)'ears  on  the  farm  he  then  purchased.  He 
accumulated  a  large  property,  antl  at  his  death 
in  1863,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  left  his 
family  of  se\en  children  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances. Of  this  famil}-  six  are  now  li\'- 
ing  in  Dansxille,  engaged  in  agricultural 
]nirsuits.  ]\Ir.  McCurtly  was  for  many  years 
Supervisor  of  the  town,  and  was  always  inter- 
ested in  the  [lolitical  cpiestions  of  the  day. 

John  McCurdy,  the  father  of  John  T.,  was 
born  in  Dansville  on  tlie  i6th  of  January, 
i8jo.  He  was  etiucated  in  the  district  school, 
and  remained  with  his  father  until  he  reached 
his  majority,  when  he  came  into  possession  of 
a  farm  of  his  own,  wdiich  he  cultivated  for 
many  )'ears.  In  1884  he  gave  up  the  cares  of 
farm  life,  and  has  since  lived  in  the  village. 
He  has  been  an  extensive  and  successful  grain 
speculator,  and  has  occu])ied  a  prominent 
[dace  in  the  connnunity.  He  married  Miss 
I'dsie  A.  Case,  a  nati\'e  of  Harkhamsted,  the 
date  of  whose  birth  is  January  27,  1823. 
Mrs.  McCurdy  belonged  to  a  large  family, 
most  of  whom  were  farmers.  Five  children 
were  born  of  this  marriage,  two  of  whom  are 
living  —  John  T.  and  Sarah  A.  The  latter  is 
the  wife  of  Thomas  \i.  Gallagher,  a  fire  insur- 
ance agent  of  the  blastern  New  York  Company 
and  a  resilient  here.  Three  children  died  in 
early  childhood;  namely,  Sheldon,  I'Tsie,  and 
ITi/.abeth.  Both  parents  attend  the  Presby- 
terian church  of  the  village. 

John  '1".  McCurely  li\ed   with   his  parents 


until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  and  attended 
the  district  school  and  Dansville  Seminary. 
Going  West,  he  secured  a  position  as  clerk 
with  the  Pacific  Insurance  (."ompaii)-  of  Cali- 
fornia in  their  Chicago  office,  which  he  hekl 
until  the  great  fire  in  that  city  in  1S71,  which 
utterl)'  ruinctl  the  company.  After  that  tlis- 
aster  he  went  to  A'oungstown,  Ohio,  and  en- 
gagetl  in  coal  mining  t(n' a  time,  and  later  in 
the  grain  and  coal  business  for  himself.  A 
desire  to  return  to  the  haunts  of  his  bo)hor)d 
grew  strong  upon  him  as  the  )'ears  of  absence 
accumulatetl ;  and  so  he  returned  at  last  to 
Dansxdlle,  ami  jidneil  his  fatlier  in  establish- 
ing a  coal  and  grain  business,  in  which  enter- 
prise he  Continued  until  1877,  and  then 
became  s|jecial  agent  oi  the  Lancaster  Insur- 
ance, and  later  one  of  the  managers  of  the 
Washington  b^ire  antl  Marine  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Boston.  This  position  led  to  that  of 
general  agent  of  the  New  York  Continental 
Compan}',  and  final]\-  to  an  engagement  with 
the  Niagara  antl  Caledonia  J'ire  Insurance 
Compan)'  of  New  York,  of  which  he  is  now 
atljusting  agent. 

Mr.  McCurdy  was  united  in  marriage  in 
1874  with  Miss  Henrietta  Reno,  a  tlaughter 
of  bTancis  Reno,  a  merchant  and  civil  engi- 
neer of  Youngstown,  Ohio.  Mrs.  McCurdy 
was  one  of  six  children.  There  is  one  child 
of  this  union,  a  son,  James  R.,  a  hul  of  eigh- 
teen, who,  after  recei\'ing  the  best  educa- 
tional ad\antages  that  the  village  afforded, 
was  sent  to  Dr.  Lyon's  Preparatory  School  on 
P^ifth  Avenue,  New  York.  Mr.  McCurdy  is  a 
Republican  in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  l  elongs  to  Phcenix 
Lodge,  No.  115,  and  Dans\'ille  Chapter,  No. 
90.  The  famil)'  are  attentlants  (jf  the  I'4)isco- 
pal  church  of  1  )ans\  ille. 


Y^OVl'TTb;    P.  W1';ST   was    born    in  the 
IJl  "f    l-i\'onia    on    December  24, 

J..^  ^  1841.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Hezekiah  West,  a  iiati\'e  of  C/onnei  t- 
icut,  was  killed  at  an  eai  1)  age  b)'  the  falling 
of  a  tree.  He  left  a  w  idow  and  a  famih  of 
nine  children,  who  after  his  death  moxetl  to 
the  State  of  New  York. 
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lirastus  West,  the  third  of  the  nine,  was 
born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  the  latter  part  of 
hist  eentury.  He  receix'ecl  a  plain,  practical 
education,  and  at  an  eaily  age  developed  a 
very  decided  talent  for  mechanism.  ImjIIow- 
ing  the  natural  bent  of  his  minil,  he  secured  a 
position  in  a  spiiniing-uheel  manufactory  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  lound  some  scojjc  tor 
his  nati\e  ability  as  well  as  congenial  occujia- 
tion.  Among  the  articles  made  in  the  factory 
were  carcling-machines  of  his  invention.  He 
continued  in  this  line  ot  business  until  1813; 
and  two  \ears  later,  in  1815,  he  came  to 
Livoni.i.  The  journc}'  was  made  in  wagons; 
and  upon  his  arri\al  he  found  only  a  few  white 
families  in  this  localit\',  which  was  still  a 
favorite  hunting-gidund  of  the  aboriginal 
American.  The  land  was,  for  the  most  part, 
wild;  and  the  life  of  the  new-comer  was  nec- 
essarily an  arduous  one.  He  hatl  the  misfort- 
ime,  just  at  the  ]ioint  when  he  needed  the 
cheer  and  encouragement  that  only  a  loving 
and  faithful  wife  can  give,  to  lose  her  who  had 
given  her  )'oung  life  into  his  keeping. 

Mrs.  West  died  in  1815,  lea\  ing  three  chil- 
dren —  Perr)',  He  b'orest,  and  ]\.\perience. 
I\Ir.  West  continuetl  the  manufacture  of  card- 
ing-machines,  but,  in  order  to  buy  his  juop- 
erty,  was  ol)lige(.l  to  contract  a  debt  of  two 
hundred  dollars;  and  shortly  after,  through 
the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  which  in- 
\'olved  many  jjcople  in  absolute  ruin,  he  lost 
all  that  he  had  accumulated.  Returning  to 
Penus)  1  van ia,  he  was  married  there  to  Aliss 
Lucy  AI.  Purns,  of  that  State,  who  was  l)orn 
I\Iay  6,  I  Soo.  The  young  bride  accompanied 
her  husband  to  his  home  in  New  York  State 
on  hoi'seback,  in  trul\'  incdi:i'\al  fashion.  .She 
was  the  mother  of  l,o\ette,  of  whom  this  is 
a  memoir;  Ziba  11.  ;  Co\il  (i.,  \vh(j  died  at  the 
age  of  nineteen;  Lucy  ;  P'lisha;  Jonathan 
P.  ;  and  ]'Tastus  N.  The  mother  died  at  the 
homestead  on  P'ebruary  23,  1S88,  aged  eight)'- 
eight  years.  The  father  was  seventy  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  tleath. 

Alter  comi^leting  his  course  of  study  at  the 
business  college  at  Poughkeepsie  Mr.  Lovette 
r.  West,  who  luul  obtained  his  elementary 
education  in  the  district  schools  at  Livonia, 
became  travelling  salesman  for  the  firm  of 


J(ihnson  &  Co.,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
eighteen  months.  At  this  time  he  bought  out 
the  interests  of  the  othei"  heiis  to  his  father's 
estate,  ot  wliich  he  became  entire  o\\  iiei'.  He 
then  went  to  Jelfersoiu  ille,  Ind.,  where  he 
enteied  the  emplo}-ment  of  Hall,  Semple  & 
Co.,  as  foreman  of  theii'  manufacturing  estab- 
lishment, which  position  he  held  for  three 
years.  ( )n  returning  to  Lakc\  ille,  he  em- 
barked in  a  mercantile  enterpidse,  which  he 
conducted  lor  elexen  }'ears.  1  he  business  was 
si)ld  fuKill}';  and  Mi-.  We^l,  wlio  still  I'elained 
his  real  estate,  de\oted  himselt  to  larger  jun- 
])oses  antl  ends.  He  was  prime  ino\er  in 
accomplishing  the  building  of  the  i-ailroad 
from  Lake\'ille  to  Conesus  Lake  Junction,  a 
work  which  was  completed  in  July,  1882,  and 
which,  has  been  of  inestimable  advantage  to 
the  whole  coir.munit}'.  This  road,  of  which 
he  was  President,  was  sold  to  the  New  X'ork, 
Lake  IT'ie  &  Western  Railroad,  \\hich  took 
possession  ol  it  in  1886,  since  which  time  Mr. 
West  has  been  acti\-ely  engaged  in  the  culti- 
\-ation  of  his  estate.  He  is  still  Presielent  of 
the  branch  road,  which  has  never  had  any 
other  executi\e  heai.1,  and  is  also  agent  at  its 
station. 

In  1869  he  was  married  to  Miss  Hattie  M. 
Dimmick,  daughter  of  Shubael  and  ]\Iary  W. 
(Clawson)  Hinnnick,  of  Susquehanna  Countx', 
Penns)l\ania.  Mrs.  West's  paternal  grand- 
father was  an  officer  holding  the  rank  of  Cap- 
tain in  the  Revolutionarv  arm)'.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  West  have  reared  fi\e  children  —  Hariy 
I'.,  Lrastus  L. ,  Charles  S. ,  I'lorence  L. ,  and 
Lix'ingston  H.  llaia-)'  hulds  the  position  of 
head  clerk  of  the  Hivision  P'reight  Agenc)'  of 
the  \ew  \'ork  Central  &  IhuLon  Rixer  Rail- 
road at  Rocheslci';  and  h'lastus,  who  is  at 
scho(d  still,  is  telegraph  opeiator  at  the 
Lakex  i  1  le  slat  ion.  The  other  children  are  at 
home,  attentiing  school. 

Mr.  Lovette  P.  West,  who  has  always  been 
a  Republican,  casting  his  first  Presidential 
\-ote  for  the  martyred  Lincoln,  has  held  some 
ot  the  most  importarit  offices  in  his  town.  He 
was  Postmaster  until  change  ot  admini.stration, 
ami  since  thai  date  (  i87lt)  has  been  Ju^^tice  nf 
the  Peace.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masimic 
Order,  which  la)s  u])(jn  the  wearers  of  its  en- 
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sign  tlic  jjurdrn  nf  tlu-ir  fcllow-creaturcs  who 
arc  in  need,  and  declares  llie  law  ot  mutual 
I  il)|  igat  ii  111  and  univei'sal  love.  A  litelike 
|Hiitrait  nf  ihi.s  wmtln  ci'altsman  ot  tlie  mystic 
iVaternit)'  ma)'  be  lonnd  among  the  illustia- 
lions  of  the  present  xolume. 


N.  Y 


-OSia'lI  M.  DUNCAN,  President  (jf  the 
l)uiican    Salt   Company,    wh(jse  works 
are    located   at    Siher   Springs,  \V)'o- 
ming  Count}-,   was  born   at  Syracuse, 
■,  April   17,  1  .S4r).     Ills  father,  William 


1  )uncan,  was  Ijorn  neai'  Aberdeen,  Scotland, 
where  he  carried  on  the  business  of  a  stone- 
mason, and  came  to  the  L'nited  States  soon 
aftei-  mari-iage.  lie  settled  at  Oswego,  N.  V. , 
and  was  for  some  time  em|)loyetl  in  erecting  a 
pier  and  light-house  at  that  important  lake 
jjoit.  lie  at  length  remo\ed  with  his  family 
from  (  )swcgo  to  S\aacuse,  where  he  resided  tor 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  lie  assisted  in  the 
erection  of  the  l'i(,'sb\-leiian  chuich  and  other 
pidminent  buildings,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
sixtv.     I'he  maiden  name  of  William  Duncan's 


wife  was  Mary  Wood. 
Abertleen,    .Scut  land, 
(hen,    four   of  \\hom 
who  mai'iied  Di".   A.  , 
William  A.  ;  Jo.^eph  .M 
'I'he  mother   tlied  at 


.She  was  also  born  near 
Tliey  reared  si.x  chil- 
are  living —  l^lizabeth, 
II.  'I'anke,  of  Syracuse; 
.  ;  and  (ohn  1 1.  Duncan. 
.S^■r.lcuse,   aged  seventy 


)'ears.  l^oth  parents  were  members  of  the 
l'resb)lcrian  church. 

Joseph  iM.  Ihnuan  was  etlucated  at  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  .S\  racuse,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  a  cooper,  which  he  billowed  lor  three  years, 
lie  was  then  emplo\-ed  four  )'ears  in  tin.' 
pr i nt  i  ng-ollice  ol  the  .S\  i  acuse  Staiuhxrd,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  book-keejiing  for  six 
years  for  the  .S\racuse  Woollen  Company  and 
one  \  eai-  w  ith  j.  W.  Parker.  In  March,  1870, 
Ml'.  Duncan  fust  became  connected  with  the 
industr\-  which  has  been  the  chief  business  o[ 
liis  life.  The  Asliton  Salt  Company,  with 
which  he  gained  his  first  experience,  he  re- 
mained with  thiileen  \eais,  oi-  till  May,  i<S8^, 
when  he  went  to  Waisaw  with  the  Warsaw 
Salt  Coiiipan\',  and,  erecting  their  jjlant,  occu- 
])ied  the  position  ol   geiieial   nianagei'  to  Au- 


gust, l.SS 


the 


in  company  with  Mr, 


William  .\.  Moigaii,  a  sketch  ol  whom  ap- 
pears tdsewheic  in  this  woik,  remo\e(l  to 
.SiUi'r  .Spiings,  and  puich.ised  the  [iresent 
|ilant,  whit'h  was  tlu-n  llu'  .Siher  .Springs  .Salt 
Works.  It  w  as  i  nt,  orporated  imder  the  name 
of  the  Duncan  .Salt  Compjn\-,  with  a  lapital  of 
two  luuub\'d  lhous,uid  didlars,  and  is  the  best- 
eepnpped  salt  manufactory  in  the  woikl. 

Mr.  Duncan  elected  nearl}'  all  ol  the  present 
buildings,  and  the\'  Iku'c  increased  the  output 
from  thi'ce  hundred  baia'cls  to  tliirteen  huridi'ed 
barrels  per  (la\.  In  place  ol  the  original  two 
wells,  theie  are  now  six.  'Ihi.-ir  boikas  weie 
four  oi  ei;j,ht\'  horse- powei'  each;  and  now  thev 
ha\e  t weiit)'-th ree  boileis  ol  one  huiidied  and 
sixt)'  horse-]iow  ei'  each,  which  shows  the  rapid 
athance  the  new  conceiai  has  made.  While  at 
Warsaw  .Mr.  Duncan  introduced  the  x'acmmi 
evaporation  process,  and  was  the  fii'st  to  a|)pl)' 
this  in  the  manufacture  of  salt.  lie  now  has 
this  prociss  in  operation,  with  a  ca])acit\'  of 
twehe  hundred  bands  per  da\'.  The  \,KUum 
salt  is  sold  under  the  biand  and  trade-mark 
of  Worcester  Salt. 

In  ( )ctobei-,  iN.Si,  Mr.  Ifuncan  was  unitetl 
in  marriage  to  Addie  .M.  I'haris,  (.laughter  of 
Charles  I^.  I'haris,  of  Syracuse,  a  salt  mann- 
facturei'  in  the  tluai  \  illage  nl  (ieddes,  now 
incorporated  within  the  cit\'  ol  .S\'racuse.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  l)uncan  lia\e  two  adopted  daughters, 
twins-  Alar)'  and  Cai"ol\'n.  Air.  Duncan  is 
a  member  of  the  .Masonic  fraternit\-,  haxing 
taken  thirty-two  degrees;  a  member  of  Ro)-al 
Aicli  Cha|)ter,  Cenlial  Cit)',  of  .S\'racuse;  and 
of  Centi'al  Cit\'  Commaiukaw,  Knights  Teni- 
plais,  ol  the  same  jilace.  lie  w,is  .Senioi' 
Wartlen  in  the  Hlui'  Lodge,  and  has  filled  the 
chair  of  'I'nrici.'  I'olciit  (irand  .Master  of  the 
Lodge  of  1 'erfei  t  ion.  He  is  aNo  a  member 
of  the  l\o)cd  .\rcanuin  of  .S\racu>c,  and  of  the 
Maccabees  at  .Siher  .Springs.  lie  is  a  Ke- 
])ublican  in  politic^.  .Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Dum.ui 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  church,  and  he 
is  superintendent  ol  tlu'  .Sabbath  si,  hoi d. 

Mr.  Diuu.in  has  exhibiteil  a  reiiKuk.djle 
amount  ol  iudusti  \'  and  eiili.a  |ll■i^e  lioin  the 
\er\'  coiimiencciiicnt  ol  his  business  c,ireei-, 
a|ipl\'inL;  his  nllermo>t  tuieigies  to  whalexer 
he  has  iMideilaken.  During  his  residence  in 
.Siher  .Springs  he  has,  b)'  \\\>  aaixit)'  in  busi- 
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ness,  raised  it  from  a  small  hamlet  to  a  thriv- 
in<^  village,  and  has  devoted  much  of  his  time 
to  forwarding  the  general  interests  of  the  com- 
munity. 


kl'h'.MAN  I'.  C()VI-:RT,  a  substantial 
and  well-to-tlo  agriculturist  (;f  Ossian, 
is  the  descendant  of  an  honored  pioneer 
of  this  part  of  Livingston  County,  and  one  of 
its  most  respected  and  valued  citizens.  He 
resides  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of 
Ossian,  about  three  miles  west  of  Dansx'ille, 
and  only  a  mile  from  the  place  of  his  birth, 
which  occurreil  Jul}'  18,  1835.  His  father, 
I'rederick  Covert,  was  also  a  native  of  this 
part  of  Livingston  Count)',  and  was  a  son  of 
l-'rederick  Cox'crt,  Sr.,  who  came  from  New 
Jersey  to  this  county  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  past  century,  and  was  one  of  the  first,  if 
not  the  first  settler  of  Ossian.  In  the  midst 
of  the  dense  wiUlerness  he  reared  his  humble 
log  cabin,  anil,  with  the  characteristic  energy 
of  the  courageous  jMoneer,  began  the  arduous 
work  of  transforming  the  forest-covered  tract 
which  he  bought  from  the  government  into  a 
productive  farm.  He  succeeded  in  his  efforts, 
and  after  a  few  years  built  a  jjlank  house,  this 
being  in  turn  suiierseded  by  a  c(jmmodious 
frame  hi)use,  in  which  he  s])ent  his  last  days, 
enjoying  the  comforts  to  which  his  years  of 
l)ersevering  t(Ml  entitled  him.  He  reaied  a 
family  of  ten  children,  who  ably  assisted  him 
in  his  agricultural  labors. 

The  father  of  l'"reeman  V.  Covert  was  reared 
to  a  farmer's  life,  and  alter  attaining  his  ma- 
jority jnu'chased  the  farm  now  owned  by  his 
son  l'"reeman ;  and  this  he  managed  with  a 
skill  and  wisdom  that  i^rotluced  excellent  re- 
sults, until  his  sons,  h'reeman  and  Nathaniel, 
assumed  control,  thus  relieving  hinr  of  all 
care.  Here  he  departed  this  life,  at  the  age 
of  si.xty-seven  years.  He  married  Ann  Porter, 
who  was  born  on  this  farm,  and  upon  it  spent 
her  long  life  of  seventy-four  years,  this  being 
the  homestead  which  her  father,  Nathaniel 
Porter,  redeemed  from  the  wiUlerness.  He 
was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  when  a  )'oung 
man  migrated  to  this  part  of  the  lCm])ire  State, 
locating  first  in  Dansville,  then  coming  to  this 


town,  where  he  bought  the  two  hundred  acres 
of  woodland  from  which  the  piesent  faiin  was 
e\'(d\ed.  Here  he  and  his  g(jod  wile,  \sho 
bore  him  a  large  family  of  children,  passed  the 
remaining  )ears  ol  their  lives.  l!olh  were 
members  of  the  Presb\lerian  church,  and  con- 
ti'ibuteil  liberally  toward  its  support. 

hieeman  h".  Co\ert  was  one  ol  two  ehihhen 
born  to  his  [)arents,  the  other  being  Nathaniel, 
now  a  resident  of  JJans\'ille.  h^reeman  re- 
ceived the  rLkliments  of  his  education  in  the 
district  schoid,  and  afterward  attended  the 
seminary  in  Rogersxille.  L'])ou  lea\ing 
school,  he  engaged  in  the  management  of  the 
home  farm,  of  which  he  and  his  brother  hail 
full  control  for  spme  time;  and  after  the  death 
of  his  father  he  bought  the  interest  of  his 
brother  in  the  estate,  which  he  has  since  car- 
ried on  with  skill  and  ability,  bringing  it  to 
a  high  state  of  culture  and  productix'eness. 

The  marriage  ceremon\  uniting  the  desti- 
nies of  h'reeman  l'\  Coveit  and  .Miiierxa 
Lemon  was  solemnized  in  1863.  .Mrs.  Co\erl 
was  born  in  Ossian,  of  which  place  her  father 
was  a  very  early  settler.  l'''i\e  children  were 
born  to  }>lr.  and  Airs.  Covert,  as  follows: 
Preil,  Arthur,  Ma)',  Jennie,  and  Carrie.  The 
two  sons  are  extensive  dealers  in  ha)'.  Across 
this  hapjjy  household  Heath  cast  his  shadow, 
the  devoted  wile  and  affectionate  mother  ha\'- 
ing  passed  to  the  higher  life  on  the  13th  of 
October,  1891,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years. 
She  was  a  woman  of  most  exemplary  character, 
decjjly  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her,  and  was 
a  faithful  mend)er  of  the  Presb\'terian  church. 

Mr.  Coveit,  who  takes  an  actixe  interest  in 
l^romoting  the  welfare  of  the  place  of  his  nativ- 
ity, is  a  stanch  supporter  ol  the  Kepuldiean 
party.  He  serxed  as  .Supervisor  in  1890,  and 
has  been  Assessor  lor  nine  )ears.  He  is  a 
man  of  sterling  integrity,  well  informed  n\\ 
the  current  topics  ol  the  dav,  and  takes  espe- 
cial interest  in  the  preseiv  at  ion  of  the  famil)' 
genealogy. 


HWARl)    L.   l)li:bbl':.\P.\CHh;R,  who 
carries  on   a   huge  coopei'age  business, 
and  is  also  a  larmer  and  a  manufact- 
urer of  staves,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Gen- 
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csco,  X.  \'.,  July  24,  1862.  His  paternal 
•grandfather,  whu  was  of  (icimaii  ancestry,  was 
born  in  l*tjnns\'l\an ia,  hut  came  to  Livingston 
Count}'  when  a  \iiun;;'  man.  Here  he  lelled 
the  tiees  on  the  timber  land  which  he  ])ou^ht, 
cleai'in;j;  a  s])ace  for  tlie  lo;j,'  cabin  in  which  he 
first  lived.  lie  soon  cultivated  a  farm,  and 
erecteil  fiame  buildiu[;s,  anil  here  made  his 
home  the  remainder  of  his  life,  deinirting  from 
earlhl}'  scenes  at  a  ripe  old  aj^e.  Soon  after 
comin^n'  to  I .i\'in^slon  Count)'  he  niarried  Mary 
Price,  who  was  a  nati\'e  of  Maryland,  and 
came  from  I'eniis)'l\'ania  to  the  State  of  New 
YiH'k  oil  hoi'seback.  Mi',  and  Mrs.  Hieffen- 
bacher  were  the  p.iienls  of  seven  children  — 
Iiets)-,  Katie,  Susan,  .Samuel,  William,  John, 
and  Leonard.  Mis.  IJ ietfenbacher  died  at  the 
age  ot  se\entv-five  }'eai's. 

John  1  heffenbacher,  the  father  of  luhvard, 
was  born  in  the  town  oi  (ieneseo  in  1812.  He 
was  instructetl  in  a,L;ricultural  pursuits,  and, 
haxiiiL;'  inheiitetl  land  from  his  father,  added 
to  it  by  purchase,  until  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  owned  two  luuulretl  and  twenty-five 
acres.  In  the  month  of  June,  1846,  he  mar- 
ried Maltha  Cortlelia  Knight,  wIk.)  was  born 
Deceniber  3,  1821,  and  is  still  lixini;'  at  the 
oUl  homesteatl  in  (ienesfo.  She  is  a  dau|j;hter 
of  Asahel  Clai'k  Knij;ht,  a  New  ICnglander  by 
bii'lh,  who  came  to  Livingston  County  when 
a  )'oung  man,  locating  in  Li\'onia,  where  he 
li\'ed  lor  a  time,  then  mo\'ed  to  Wyoming 
CounlN',  residing  there  until  1830,  when  he 
bought  a  farm  in  (ieneseo,  upon  it  passing  the 
rest  of  his  lile,  his  death  taking  place  at  the 
age  of  .si.\t)'-six.  He  married  Patience,  a 
daughter  of  .Stephen  Heath,  of  Ik'rkshire 
Count\',  Massachusetts.  .She  ilieil  at  the  age 
of  se\ent\'-ti\e.  J(ihn  and  Martha  (Knight) 
Hielfeiil)achci'  were  the  parents  of  ti\'e  chil- 
dren— Mar\',  Marlha,  i''rank,  C)li\ia,  and  lul- 
ward. 

Lclwartl  L.  1  )ieffeul)acher  studied  at  the 
.State  nornial  school  in  (ieneseo,  and  later 
was  graduated  from  the  Rochester  Husines.s 
Cidlege.  After  graduation  he  engaged  in 
business  with  his  biothcr,  who  was  a  maini- 
tacturei"  of  barrel-heails  lor  about  four  years,  i 
In  addition  to  this  he  has  also  been  in  busi-  | 
ness  fur  himself,  and  nianaged  the  old  home-  | 


stead.  In  1885  lie  married  DollieT.  Weeks, 
who  was  born  in  Cicnesco.  Iler  grandfather, 
Cornelius  \\\'(.'ks,  made  the  jounic\'  on  foot 
and  without  moii(.'\  Iroiii  Ma.^sai  husetts,  liis 
birtliplace,  to  his  new  home,  where  he  rented 
land,  successfull)'  raising  tobacco  ami  hemp, 
ami  in  due  season  was  enabled  to  bu)'  land  ami 
make  a  home  for  himself,  living  there  until 
his  death.  He  mariied  J^etse\'  Chaptell,  of 
Connecticut,  who  came  to  New  \'ork  .State  in 
1806.  Cornelius  P.  Weeks,  the  father  of  Mis. 
Dielfenbaclier,  was  jjoi  n  in  ( ieneseo,  and  mar- 
ried Mai')'  Cdark,  a  native  of  the  same  place. 

Mr.  aiul  Mrs.  Lielfeiibacher  are  earnest 
workers  in  the  Picsbvter iaii  church,  to  which 
they  both  belong.  In  his  active  life  Mr. 
Dieffeiibacher  lias  won  the  resjiect  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  been  associated  in  business  trans- 
actions, and  has  also  gained  man)'  sincere 
friends  in  private  life;  for,  althougli  nuicli  of 
his  time  is  occupied  with  work,  he  is  never 
too  bus)'  to  assist  others. 


Y^CMAN  A.  I)A\'IS,  a  leading  resident 
I  Jj  ol  Arcade,  carries  on  a  vei  )'  extensiv  e 
-L^  ^  and  prosperous  mercantile  business, 
besides  being  largel)'  interested  in 
agriculture,  and  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the  solid 
men  ol  W) din i ug  L'ount v.  He  is  a  native  of 
the  town  in  whiih  he  was  born  ()ct()ber  11, 
1853,  and  where  he  now  resides.  His  faihcr, 
William  W.  Havis,  was  born  at  iMccdom,  Cat- 
taraugus Count)',  -September  24,  1825,  where 
his  lather,  .Sardis  Havis,  was  an  agriculturist, 
moving  from  there  to  (  )akland  Countv,  Michi- 
gan, where  he  pa'>sed  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  Will'am  W.  Davis  was  eight  )'ears  of 
age  when  his  parents  moved  West;  and  he 
resided  with  them  in  the  above-named  .State 
ten  )'ears,  when  he  letuined  to  the  l-jiipire 
State,  engaging  in  the  liverv  business  at 
Arcade,  in  1831.  He  conducted  Inisiiiess  at 
Arcade  lor  six  vears,  but,  w  ith  a  x  ievv  ol  more 
rapidl)'  improving  his  circumstances,  sought 
a  new  home  in  the  West,  settling  on  a  farm  in 
Whiteside  Countv,  Illinois,  which  he  operated 
lor  three  years,  then  returned  to  hi>  native 
State,  and  established  himself  in  .\rcade, 
where  he,  in  partnership  with  A.  A.  Spencei', 
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commenced  runnin<;'  a  line  of  stages  from  the 
latter  town  t<;  l^uffalo,  also  one  from  Arcade 
to  Attica,  following  this  successfully  for  some 
years,  when  in  1867  he  was  elected  Sheriff 
of  Wyoming  Count)'.  lie  resided  in  Warsaw 
three  )'ears,  finally  settling  down  at  Arcade  for 
the  last  time,  where  hi.s  witlow  now  resides, 
and  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  de- 
cease, which  occurred  Xovend^er  10,  1889,  at 
the  age  ot  si.\t\'-fnur  )'ears. 

(  )n  July  6,  1851,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Julia  Ann  Ala\nard,  lioiii  at  Sheldon 
in  1831,  tlau^^htei'  of  Thomas  J.  Maynard,  a 
nati\e  of  Mas>achusetls,  where  his  father, 
William  ]\Ia)'nard,  a  faiiiier,  li\'ed,  although  he 
spent  his  latter  }ears  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
where  he  died,  'Ihomas  J.  Alaynard  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  hut  latei'  l)e- 
came  a  stone-mason,  and  also  died  in  Illinois, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  The  mater- 
nal grandmother  of  Luman  A.  Davis  was  be- 
fore marriage  J ul ia  (iodfrey,  who  was  havn  in 
l^rutus,  Cayuga  County,  the  daughter  of  Mol- 
bone  Godfrey,  a  pioneer  in  that  section,  and 
she  was  the  mother  of  eight  children,  six  of 
whom  are  still  li\ing,  namely:  Julia  Ann,  the 
subject's  mother;  Chauncey,  now  living  in 
South  Dakota;  i-'rank  M.  ;  Almeda  L. ,  who 
married  l)aniel  \'an  Antwerp,  and  resides  in 
Illinnis;  .Mis.  Martha  .\.  Wescott,  now  resid- 
ing in  Chicago;  and  Julius  1{. ,  now  residing 
in  .Sterling,  III.  .She  died  in  Illinois,  at  the 
age  of  fift_v-fi\e  years,  both  herself  and  hus- 
band ha\  ing  Ijcen  members  of  the  Free  Will 
liaptist  church.  )ulia  Ann,  their  secontl 
child,  was  well  educated  at  the  schools  of 
Arcade,  and  attended  the  academy  of  that 
town,  lesiding  with  her  paients  until  her  mar- 
riage. She  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  societ}-,  of  which  Mr.  Luman  A. 
Davis  is  a  Trustee.  Their  daughter  Lillian 
was  born  October  19,  1873,  and  died  July  14, 
1874. 

Luman  A.  Da\'is  commenced  to  be  of  \'alua- 
ble  assistance  to  his  father  at  a  very  early  age. 
lie  received  a  \  ery  careful  education,  graduat- 
ing from  rem|)le  Hill  Academy  at  (jeneseo  in 
187J,  and  entering  Hr)ant  &  Stratton's  Busi- 
ness College  at  Buffalo,  where  he  |nu'sued 
a  thorough  course  of   mercantile  instruction. 


He  was  called  to  assist  his  lather,  who  at  this 
time  conilucted  a  \er)  e.\tensi\e  express  busi 
ness  under  the  firm  name  (>(  .Spencer  &  Davis, 
and  was  also  engaged  in  clo.iing  up  his  talher's 
li\'ery  Inisiness,  acting,  in  tact,  as  his  pri- 
vate sccretar)',  manager,  and  book-keeper, 
which  he  continued  to  do  until  his  .lallier's 
death,  when  be  was  necessaiily  called  up(ju  to 
adjust  his  late  parent's  affairs.  'I"he  lattei',  in 
1878,  had  puichasetl  the  piesent  mercantile 
business  n^w  (.:ni'ie(l  on  his  son,  and  also 
did  a  \'er)'  extcnsixe  liusiness  in  pressi^d  haw 
June  30,  1883,  he  mairieil  llallie  I).,  I  lie 
only  daughtei"  ot  Mr.  and  Mis.  .Sidne)'  Rich- 
artlson,  of  Arcade,  X.  ^'.  Mrs.  Da\  is  wa^ 
born  in  Arcatle,  Octobei'  I,  1838,  was  one  of 
the  many  fa\orile  girls  ol  the  ci annuin it)',  and 
was  ur^-anist  of  the  Cou"  l  eirat  ional  church  for 
man)'  \ears.  'I'he)  ha\e  three  ch i Idren  —  one 
son,  W.  .S. ,  and  two  daughlei  s,  I-'lorence  and 
Olive  Jane. 

Sitlney  Richardst)n  was  a  nati\e  ot  Arcade, 
and  married  Harriet  I{. ,  onl)'  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Colton,  who  inoved  here  trom 
Vermont.  He  was  ver)'  active  in  business, 
ser\'ing  in  man\'  positions  of  ti'ust,  and  was 
Deinity  .Shciill  of  the  count\'  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  Ma)'  23,  1881,  at  the  age  of  fort)'- 
si\.  His  father,  W.  \:.  RiLhardson,  was  born 
in  Livonia,  a)ul  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  this 
section.  He  married  a  tlaughter  of  .Silas 
Parker,  of  this  town,  and  died  in  March,  1884, 
his  wile  surviving  hiin,  and  living  .Ma)'  29, 
1885.  His  connecti(jns  with  the  (.'ongrega- 
tional  church  aie  of  the  inost  earnest  nature 
as  a  iiieniber  ;  and  he  has  been  superi nteuiK  nt 
of  the  -Sabbath-school  for  a  period  of  twenty 
)'ears 


RANGh:  SACK  i  ;  I  T.  I'ostma.ster  of 
Avon,  N.Y.,  has  lepiesented  this 
]ilace  most  abl)',  not  onl)'  in  the  ca- 
jKK'ity  of  X'ill.ige  Trustee  and  in  other 
civil  offices,  but  also  on  the  lield  of  battle;  for 
he  saw  three  )'ears  of  service  during  the  Re- 
bellion, service  so  active  that  less  than  hall 
of  the  company  in  which  he  was  a  comniis- 
sioned  officer  survived  the  wai'.  He  v\as  born 
in  the  same  county,  Livingston,  in  the  town 
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of  Yuvk,  July  11,  i.S,57-  H*-'  comes  of  New 
I'ji^land  ancestry,  his  grandfather,  Homer 
Saekett,  ha\  iiii;'  been  a  nati\e  and  life-loni;- 
resident  of  Connecticut,  in  which  State  he 
followed  the  occupation  ot  farmer. 

Colonel  ()raii;j,e  Sackett,  the  father  (jf  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  also  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, and  for  a  number  of  years  he  tauglit 
school  there;  but  he  came  to  New  York  State 
at  a  coniparati\'el\-  early  age,  and  for  some 
time  settled  in  MoinDc  County.  He  was  an 
active,  enterprising,  and  iiulustrious  man,  and 
engaged  in  different  occup.at ions,  carrying  on 
a  general  store  and  a  pottery  for  a  considerable 
peiiod,  until  he  hnall)'  removed  to  York,  and 
began  the  imiJioNement  of  a  si.\-hundred-acre 
farm  which  he  had  bought  there.  He  had  no 
light  ta-.k  before  him,  as  but  twenty  of  the  si.\ 
lumdred  acres  were  cleared  ;  and  he  had  to 
buikl  a  log  house  to  li\e  in.  Hut  hard  work 
e\-identl)-  agreed  with  him;  for  he  lived  to  a 
ripe  old  age,  dying  in  KS77,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one,  just  foit)'-four  }ears  after  he  had 
begun  to  improve  the  faiin.  He  was  married 
in  \^22  to  .Amanda  .Minerxa  .Sheldon,  of  .Shel- 
field,  Berkshire  Count}-,  Mass.  ;  and  they  had 
eight  children,  four  of  each  se.\,  their  names 
being  as  follows  —  Homer,  James,  Sarah, 
iMances,  .Samuel,  Cornelia,  Orange,  and  Mi- 
neral. 

Orange  was  the  youngest  son.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  Lima  aiul  at  Cananclaigua,  and  did 
farm  work  until  he  attained  his  majority,  when 
he  removed  to  A\'on,  and  became  identifieil 
with  the  Initcher's  ami  grocer's  business.  Hut 
a  much  more  impoilant  undertaking  was  soon 
to  occu|)\'  his  energies,  the  task  ot  helloing  to 
preser\-e  the  L'nioii  ;  for  in  August,  1862,  he 
enlisted  foi"  thiee  \'ears  in  the  CJne  Ilundretl 
ami  'rhirt\ -sixth  New  York  Yolunteer  Infan- 
ti\'.  lie  held  a  c(jmmission  as  Virat  Lieuten- 
ant at  the  time  of  enlistment,  but  did  not  hokl 
it  long;  for  in  six  months  he  was  promotetl 
to  the  rank  of  Captain.  I'he  first  battle  in 
whii.h  he  part  ic i p.iled  was  at  Chancel lorsvi  lie. 
This  was  followed  b)  engagements  at  h'red- 
ericksburg,  (iettysburg,  \\\)hachie,  Lt)okout 
I\U)untain,  Missionary  Ridge,  Kno.wille,  At- 
lanta, .Sa\-annah,  l^entom  ille,  and  other 
points.      Lieutenant    Sackett   went  out  with 


one  himdretl  men  :  Captain  .Sackett  returned 
with  but  fort)'-foui-,  ele\en  being  lost  at  (iet- 
tysburg alone.  lie  was  mustered  out  in  fune, 
1.S65,  and,  on  letiniiing  to  A\dn,  re-entered 
the  line  of  business  in  which  he  had  been  en- 
gaged before  he  went  to  the  front.  After  a 
few  years  he  bought  a  hotel  at  A\-on  .Spidngs, 
and  carried  it  on  for  three  years,  when  he  sold 
out  and  remo\ecl  to  Youiigstown,  ()hio.  He 
there  also  carried  on  a  hotel  fur  three  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returnetl  to  .XAon, 
where  he  has  since  lemained.  1^'arming  has 
been  his  chiet  business;  but  he  has  also  en- 
gaged in  the  impro\-ement  and  handling  of  real 
estate,  in  the  fire  insurance  business,  and  in 
the  construction  of  cement  sidewalks.  Cap- 
tain Sackett  has  ser\'ed  as  \'illage  Trustee  and 
Clerk,  has  held  the  position  of  School  Trus- 
tee, and  was  a]j]5ointed  Postmaster  of  A\'on, 
'  January,  1892.  He  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  A\'on  Hook  and  Ladder  Compaii)-,  and  has 
been  Chief  of  the  h'ire  Department.  He  is 
connected  with  the  h'ree  Masons,  and  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Craiul  .\rm)'. 

( )range  .Sackett  was  married  in  1867  to  Cor- 
nelia l^  \'an  Zandt,  daughter  of  Jesse  \'an 
Zandt,  who  at  the  j)resent  writing  is  one  of 
the  oldest  men  in  the  county,  he  being  ninet}'- 
four  yeai's  of  age.  His  parents  were  Ciarret 
and  Hannah  (I)oble)  Van  Zandt,  who  came 
from  Hucks  Count}',  l'eiins}d\ania,  at  an  early 
period,  and  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers 
in  this  section  of  New  \'ork  .State.  Two  sons 
have  resulted  fidm  this  union  —  William  \'., 
who  is  now  in  the  oHice  of  the  railroad  super- 
intendent at  Rochester;  and  John  .S. ,  who 
officiates  as  Assistant  Postmaster  at  .Avun. 
The  mother  was  remo\e(.l  b}'  death  in  lanuar}', 
1893. 

Now  in  the  ])rime  of  life,  and  holding  re- 
s])onsi])le  and  impoitant  positions,  Ca|jtain 
Orange  .Sackett  is  a  prominent  aiul  most  useful 
member  of  the  communit}'  in  which  he  has 
li\'ed  so  long.  He  has  liad  a  bus\-  and  a 
x'arietl  career,  has  woikcd  h.ird  and  diligentlv 
to  aihance  the  best  interests  ot  the  town,  has 
pnn'ed  his  de\'otion  to  his  countr\'  as  a  whole 
as  well  as  to  that  section  of  it  in  which  he 
li\'es,  anil  is  an  honored  citi/^en,  who  well 
deseives  the  po[)uhuit\  he  enjo}s. 
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KRA  J.  LL'SK,  M.D.,  now  a  resident 
)h)  sic  iaii  in  Warsaw,  Wyoming 
(Duiil)',  \.\'.,  was  horn  in  Erie 
Count)'  in  1N52.  The  paternal 
grandl'atliei-  of  I)r.  I.usk  was  William  Lusk, 
a  natixe  of  W'rniont,  who  emi^^ratecl  from  Rut- 
land to  \ew  \'ork,  and  seleeteil  six  hundred 
acres  nt  laiul  near  Hata\  ia,  on  which  he  deter- 
mined to  liicate.  Keturnini;"  to  \^ermont  ior 
his  family  and  fur  the  money  which  was  to 
jnu'chase  tlie  New  \'i)rk  farm,  he  maile  all  nec- 
essary arrangements,  packed  his  effects  in 
wagons,  and  set  turth  upon  the  long'  journey 
to  the  new  home.  .\t  une  of  the  \arious  inns 
at  which  the  t ia\el ler.s  sto[)ped  for  a  night's 
huluiii!^"  there  i)efell  to  them  a  sail  misfortune. 
Mr.  Lusk,  heing  wearied  from  the  day's  driv- 
ing o\er  a  iiaigh  road,  slept  heavily,  and 
awoke  next  morning  to  find  that  the  trunk  con- 
taining his  mone\ ,  which  was  in  specie,  had 
disapi)eared.  Alter  a  \igorous  search  the 
missing  tiamk  was  disco\'ered  half  a  mile  from 
the  town,  entirely  rifled  of  its  contents.  With 
hea\y  hearts  and  diminished  means,  the  family 
resumed  their  journey.  Ill  luck,  it  wt)uld 
seem,  did  not  ])uisue  them  farther.  William 
Lusk  ])ecame  a  prosperous  contractor  and 
huikler.  lie  met  his  ileath  by  an  accident, 
while  building  a  liridge  at  Akron,  N.Y. 

11  is  wife,  forineih'  Miss  Elizabeth  Sanford, 
became  the  mother  of  foLU'  sons  and  ihree 
daughters.  Of  this  famil)'  only  two  are  now 
living-  -S.  li.  Lu>k,  of  ]5atavia,  N.  Y.  ;  and 
the  J)octor's  father,  William  II.  Lusk,  who 
was  the  first-born.  William  II.  Lusk,  who  was 
born  in  August,  1N13,  in  X'ermont,  is  now  a 
resident  of  Clarence,  Erie  County,  N.Y.,  and 
retains  a  lemaikable  \'igor  of  mind  and  body. 
Although  eighty-two  years  of  age,  he  still 
looks  after  his  estate  and  is  interested  in  cur- 
rent e\'ents.  II  is  wife,  who  was  Miss  Lavinia 
Johnson,  (.laughter  of  /era  Johnson,  of  luie 
County,  is  also  still  li\ing.  She  is  seventy 
years  old,  and  has  two  sisters  and  two  brothers. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  II,  Lusk  reared  three 
childien,  the  Doctor  i)eing  an  only  son.  The 
daughters  aie  :  Adele,  the  widow  of  George  J. 
h'arrantl,  who  li\es  with  her  parents  at  Clar- 
ence; and  Jennie  L. ,  the  wife  of  Harris  A. 
Corell,  a  law\er  of   note  in   Taeoma,  Wash. 


Zera  J.  Lusk  pursued  his  elementar)'  studies 
in  the  public  schtxds  of  Claicnce,  and  latei" 
attended  the  State  iioianal  school  of  Hrock- 
port.  11  is  medical  echuation  began  at  the 
ikdle\iie  Hospital  Medical  College,  .\'ew  \'ork 
Cit).  He  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Cni\ei- 
sit)'  aftei  waicl,  and  l)egan  to  piactise  his  pio- 
fession  in  the  \illage  of  l^agle,  W\oming 
Count}',  wliere  he  was  located  for  four  )ears. 
Sixteen  years  ago  he  came  to  Warsaw  and  en- 
tered into  a  part iiei  sh i p  with  Dr.  (  ).  H. 
j'Xtlams,  which  conl  inued  for  about  four  \  ears, 
since  which  time  Dr.  Lusk  has  conducted  liis 
large  practice  alone.  He  is  a  mend)er  of  the 
-American  Meilical  iXssociation  and  the  Na- 
tional yXssociation  of  Railwa)'  Surgeons,  and 
ex-\'ice- President  of  the  New  \'ork  State 
Medical  Association,  and  also  a  member  of  the 
Wyoming  Comity  Medical  Association.  He 
was  for  a  period  of  twehe  \ears  Uniteil  .States 
I'Aamining  .Surgeon.  Hesides  his  pidfessional 
interests,  he  has  outside  duties  which  com- 
pletel)'  fill  the  days  of  a  l)Us\'  life.  He  is  a 
Knight  Templar,  ami  holds  the  office  of  High 
I'riest  of  the  W}dming  Cha])ter,  No.  181, 
Royal  y\rch  Alasons. 

Dr.  Lusk  has  been  married  twice.  His  first 
wife  was  I\liss  hla  M.  Rice,  of  Claience,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  (  )ctobei',  1N75.  .She 
tlied  in  the  summer  of  iSSj,  leax'ing  two  chil- 
dren—  William  Rice,  a  bo\'  of  sixteen;  and 
Minnie  lulith,  a  bright  and  attiactive  girl  of 
thirteen.  His  second  matrimonial  alliance 
was  with  Miss  Jennie  h'rauk  Nassau,  a  dcUigh- 
ter  of  the  late  Joseph  E.  Nassau,  I).  I). ,  who 
was  ])astor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  War- 
saw f(ir  thirty-h\'e  x'cars.  The\'  ha\e  buried 
an  iiuant  son,  who  was  the  namesake  ol  his 
maternal  giandtather.  Dr.  Lusk  is  X'ice-l'ies- 
ident  of  the  I'earl  Salt  Compan\',  and  was  one 
of  the  i)romoters  of  the  (Jas  and  I''.lectric  Light 
Comjian}',  in  which  he  owns  stock. 


DI'-LBI'.RT  A.  SMITH,  a  native  and 
well-known  ix'sident  of  tlie  floui  ishing 
>JlsV  town  of  Portage,  Li\'ingston  Count\', 
N.Y.,  was  l)orn  July  12,  1842. 
He  is  of  New  Paigland  ancestry,  his  great- 
grandfather. Abel  Smith,  who  was  a  Revolu- 
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ti(jnar)'  soklicr,  having  been  a  native  of 
Connecticut  and  a  prosperous  farmer  of  that 
State.  J5oth  of  Mr.  Smith's  great-grandpar- 
ents liveil  to  reach  a  \ery  unusual  age,  Abel 
d}  ing  at  ninet)--three  and  his  wife  at  ninety- 
seven.  Tliey  lived  in  one  house  as  husband 
and  wife  sevent}  -one  yeais. 

Their  son,  Levi  Smith,  grandfather  of  Adel- 
bert  A.,  was  boni  in  Fairfield,  Conn.,  and 
was  a  cloth-makei"  by  trade.  He  came  to 
North  Salem,  Westchester  County,  N.Y., 
wheie  he  established  a  mill  for  the  manufact- 
ure of  cloth,  ami  dictl  at  the  age  of  si.xty-nine 
)'ears.  He  mairieel  Aim  Dibble,  and  they 
reared  eight  children.  Amnion,  the  father  i)f 
our  subject,  was  born  at  N(jrth  Salem.  Hav- 
ing grown  to  manhood,  he  and  his  brother 
Lyman  each  took  up  forty  acres  of  wild  lanil 
in  what  was  then  the  town  of  Nuntka,  now 
I'ortage.  k^-om  their  Ikjuic  in  Westchester 
County,  the)'  had  tra\clled  to  Albany  by  the 
only  railwa)-  at  that  time  running,  and  from 
there  to  Rochester  by  canal,  completing  the 
jouiiie}'  to  their  destination  in  a  wagon, 
'khe)-  remained  a  year  at  Nunda,  then  went  to 
Connecticut,  where  they  stayed  three  years, 
after  which  they  returned  to  their  new  home, 
paid  for  their  first  purchase,  and  bought  fifty 
acres  more.  This  was  in  1837.  The)' 
Worked  tliligently  together  in  order  to  clear 
their  pro]jerty  of  all  encumbrances,  and  not 
onl)'  succeeded  in  doing  this,  but  added  fifty- 
seven  acres  inoie  to  their  [)ossessions.  This 
they  then  di\'ided,  L}'man  retaining  his  origi- 
nal purchase  of  fort}'  acres,  while  Amnion  hatl 
one  bundled  and  seven  acres.  He  afterward 
purchased  thiity-seven  more  acres,  making 
one  lumdred  and  torly-foiir  acres.  He  re- 
mained uijon  this  farm  throughout  the  rest  of 
his  life,  continuing  to  imiM'(jve  it,  and  stead- 
ily increased  in  j)rosperity.  He  married 
Julia  R.  Xash,  of  Connecticut,  daughter  of 
Alon/.o  Nash;  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  their  only  cliikl. 

Atlelbert  A.  .Smith  received  his  elementary 
etlucalion  in  the  district  scliools  of  I'ortage, 
and  followed  this  with  an  advanced  course  at 
the  Nunda  Acailemy.  He  was  an  exceedingly 
ajit  scholar,  and  after  thus  i)roviding  himself 
with   knowledge   of    the   higher   branches  of 


learning  taught  school  one  term  in  his  native 
town.  While  yet  a  young  man  he  left  home 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  machinist,  but  was 
obliged  to  return  to  his  paiental  roof,  called 
there  by  the  dangerous  illness  of  his  father. 
This  caused  him  to  relinquish  his  intention  of 
following  mechanical  pursuits  as  a  means  of 
livelihood,  and  he  decided  to  remain  at  home. 
His  father  was  seventy-six  years  old  when  he 
died,  and  had  been  Supervisor  of  the  town 
nine  years. 

I\[r.  Smith  was  married  t(j  Miss  Eliza  S. 
Jennings,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Gallo- 
way) Jennings ;  and  they  have  three  children 
—  Carrie  A.,  Everett  A.,  and  Eva  E.  Like 
his  father,  Mr.  Smith  has  found  time  aside 
from  his  private  affairs  to  attend  to  public 
business,  having  held  with  credit  the  office  of 
Collector  of  the  town  of  Portage.  He  con- 
tinues to  successfully  carry  on  the  farm  which 
his  tliligent  and  persevering  parent  reclaimed 
from  the  wilderness,  ami  his  piesent  i)r(is[)er- 
ity  is  the  natural  result  of  persistent  industr)' 
and  good  management.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  having  cast  his  lirst  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln. 


(j|t  RA  PATCH! N  was  born  in  the  town  of 
.Scii)io,  now  Venice,  Cayuga  County, 
N.Y.,  I'\-bruary  24,  1814.  His  grand- 
father, Jesse  Patchin,  came  to  America 
from  i  lesse-Cassel,  (ierman)',  as  a  member  of 
the  Hessian  troops,  to  fight  against  the  colo- 
nies, but  deserted  the  ranks  of  the  foe,  antl 
remained  in  this  country,  settling  in  Ballston 
Spa,  Saratoga  County,  N.^'.,  where  he  died. 

Azor  latchin,  son  of  Jesse,  was  a  native  of 
Hallston  Spa,  and  was  there  educated.  He 
learneil  the  hatter's  trade  in  Schenectatl}',  and 
followetl  that  occujiation  iluring  the  greater 
part  of  his  active  life.  He  emigrated  to  Wis- 
consin in  later  years,  and  passed  the  last  \'ears 
of  his  life  with  his  son.  He  was  married  to 
Electa  Wanzer;  and  of  this  marriage  eight 
children  were  boiii,  two  ot  whom  died  in 
infancy.  The  others  were:  Ira,  Willartl  P., 
Smith,  Ann  Eliza,  William,  anil  Daniel,  all 
of  whom,  except  William,  are  still  living. 
After  atteiuling  the  district  schools  and  the 
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Genesee  \Vesle}aii  Semiiiaiy  of  Lima,  Mr.  Ira 
Patch  in  became  a  teaclier  in  the  schools  of 
Monroe  and  Livingston  ('(unities,  in  wliich  he 
taught  for  almdst  four  )  ears.  He  then  became 
school  sii|)erinten(lent  of  Livingston  County, 
and  was  afterward  interested  for  several  years 
in  a  publishing  house  in  New  York  City. 
For  the  last  twenty-six  years,  he  has  been 
engaged  in  that  most  inde[)endent  of  lives,  a 
farmer's.  He  married  Miss  Clarissa  A.  Uix- 
son,  a  daughter  of  Captain  Robert  Dixson,  of 
Livonia.  She  has  borne  him  two  children  — 
Robert  A.  and  Charles  Arthur.  Mr.  Patchin 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  Lodge  of  Lima, 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church,  and 
is  a  stanch  Repu])lican  in  political  faith. 
He  voted  f(jr  William  Henry  Harrison  in 
1 840. 


N.Y 


AVID  U.  IL'YTTLRSON,  Cashier  of 
the  Merchants'  and   P^arniers'  Na- 
tional    Bank    of    Dansville,  was 
born  in  Nunda,  Livingston  County, 
May  23,    i860.     His  ancestors  were 


from  Connecticut,  and  settled  near  Elmira, 
N.Y.  His  grandfather,  David  Batterson, 
came  from  there  in  an  early  day,  and  settled 
near  Nunda  \'illage.  The  site  upon  which 
the  village  now  stands  was  offered  to  him,  but 
a  location  three  and  one-half  miles  from  this 
spot  was  chosen.  Here  the  young  farmer 
began  life.  The  dense  aboriginal  growth  was 
cleared  away,  and  he  built  one  of  the  first 
white  houses  ever  seen  in  that  section.  He 
married  Sallie  De  Witt  for  his  first  wife;  and 
four  sons  and  four  daughters  were  born  to 
them,  the  youngest,  Orlando,  being  the  father 
of  the  original  of  this  sketch.  .Sallie  De  Witt 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven;  ami  Mr.  l^at- 
terson  married  afterward  Lucretia  Murr)-,  a 
resident  of  Springville,  N.Y.  Orlando  re- 
mained with  his  father  until  his  marriage  u  ith 
Emily  Powers,  of  Tuscarora,  after  which  he 
purchased  a  farm  near  his  father.  Here  his 
two  children  —  David  O.  and  Nelson  1^. — 
were  born. 

David  O.  Batterson  attended  the  district 
school  with  the  other  farmer  boys  of  the 
neighborhood,  and  was  a  pupil  of  the  Nunda 


Acadeni)-.  He  also  attended  the  Riverside 
.Seminary  at  Wellsville,  N.Y. 

At  the  age  (if  ^eventeen  he  entered  the  em- 
plo)'ment  of  A.  R.  Hill,  who  w.is  an  exten- 
sive tanner  at  Wellsville.  He  remained  with 
him  for  three  }-ears  as  b(jok-keepei-,  and  h:ft 
him  to  become  book-kee]5er  for  Ho)'t  1^  Lewis, 
bankers  of  Wellsville. 

He  afterward  was  book-kee]3er  and  teller  of 
the  iMrst  National  Bank  of  Wellsville,  hold- 
ing this  position  for  nine  years,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  time  he  came  to  Dansville,  ami 
was  elected  in  December,  i8(jo,  Casliier  of 
the  Merchants"  and  Farmers'  National  Bank. 
i\Ir.  Batterson  is  a  Director  of  this  bank  and 
also  a  Director  of  the  E.  M.  Parmelee  I\Ietlical 
Cc)mpany  of  Dansville. 

Mr.  Batterson  married  in  August,  1881, 
Lillian  A.  Russell,  daughter  of  George  \V. 
Russell,  of  Wellsville,  N.Y.  She  lived  but 
a  short  time;  and  he  married  in  Octolier, 
1885,  Sarah  Palmer  York,  lU^ughter  of  Hiram 
York,  also  of  Wellsville. 

To  David  and  Sarah  York  Batterson  two 
children  have  been  born  —  h'mily  Louise  and 
Harriet  York. 

Mr.  David  O.  Batterson,  who  came  an 
absolute  stranger  to  the  hjcalit)'  iii  which  he 
has  risen  by  his  (jwn  luiaided  eff(.irts  to  a  jKj.si- 
tion  of  influence,  is  a  proof  of  what  a  man  may 
make  of  himself  ])\  application  to  his  business 
and  an  unswerving  determination  of  pur|:iose. 

He  has  the  gift  of  attracting  friends,  and  is 
a  very  popular  man  in  Dansville.  He  is  a 
Vestryman  in  St.  Peter's  Clnu'ch,  of  wliidi 
his  wife  is  a  communicant.  His  iiolitical 
creed  is  the  Republican  ])latf()rm,  u[)on  which 
he  stands  firm  and  unshaken. 


Yf7)0NALD  McL]-:OD,  a  clear-headed  oc- 
I  togenarian,   the  original  of   the  luir- 

I  b\  ti"ait  on  the  opj^jsite  page,  is  now 
living  quite  retired  at  the  home  of 
his  son  in  Attica,  W)oming  County,  N.Y. 
His  lather  was  Allen  McLeod,  hovn  in  1777, 
in  the  town  of  St(jne  Ai'abia,  Montgomery 
County,  and  was  brought  up  at  Johnstown,  in 
h'ulton  County.  His  grandfathei'  was  Will- 
iam Norman  McLeod,  a  Scotch  Highlander, 
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whu  was  inarrictl  twice,  the  .second  wife  being 
tlie  graiidinother  of  Ronald.  Iler  family 
name  was  I\IcKen/.ie;  antl  she  was  sister  oi 
tlie  celebrated  Sir  Alexander  McKenzie,  who 
was  knighted  for  his  daiing  explorations. 
Allen  .MeLeod  was  her  only  son,  but  he 
found  liiniself  the  possessor  of  three  half- 
bnjthers  by  his  father's  former  marriage. 
These  three  half-brothers  joined  the  United 
States  army  during  the  War  of  1812;  and  one 
of  them,  Neal  IMcLeod,  was  killed  by  the  Ind- 
ians. I'he  others  esca[)ed  with  their  lives, 
anti  served  to  the  close  of  the  war,  when  they 
were  dischargetl  at  Charleston,  S.C.  Mm- 
dock  remained  at  the  South;  but  Norman 
came  North,  and  later  was  the  father  of  the 
noted  Episcopal  clergyman.  Dr.  William  Nor- 
man IMcLeotl.  The  grandfather,  William  N. 
IMcLeod,  died  three  months  before  his  son 
Allen  was  born.  The  grandmother  died,  and 
was  buried  near  her  husband  in  Johnstown. 

Allen  IMcLeod  married  Miss  Jane  Lough- 
ley,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and  FJizabeth 
(Alagee)  Loughley.  Her  parents  came  over 
from  the  old  country  when  she  was  but  seven 
years  old,  landing"  in  Philadelphia  after  a  six 
weeks'  voyage  in  the  "Lady  Washington.'' 
These  maternal  grandparents  were  plain 
farmers,  and  lived  to  be  very  old.  Their  re- 
mains now  rest  in  the  cemetery  of  Louisville, 
they  having  removed  to  St.  Lawrence  County 
in  iSoi.  Allen  IMcLeod  took  his  family  to 
Canada  when  his  son  Ronald  was  quite  a 
young  boy,  and  settled-  there,  living  in  a  log 
cabin,  and  with  two  hundred  acres  of  land  to 
clear  and  cultivate,  the  haul  having  been 
given  to  him  by  his  uncle.  Dr.  McKenzie. 
The  )'ear  that  followed  was  the  memorable 
one  when  snow  fell  in  June,  and  the  seasons 
seemed  to  ha\e  mistaken  their  ortler  of  succes- 
sion. It  was  a  hard  )  ear  iuv  the  agriculturist, 
and  especially  for  the  settler  in  an  unculti- 
vated locality,  when  he  had  no  previous  year's 
crops  to  hel]j  him  tide  over  the  strain. 

Allen  and  Jane  IMcLeod  were  blessed  with 
ten  children,  of  whom  Ronald  was  the  eklesl. 
The  second  son,  John,  was  called  fron)  the 
happy  flock  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  The 
others  grew  up  and  raised  faniilies.  Only 
three  are   now  living,  namely:    Ronald,  our 


subject;  John  Ra)'mond  I\L'Leod,  who  is  a 
fai'mer  and  a  hsherman  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Michigan,  and  cairies  on  ipiite  an  extensive 
traffic  in  fish,  though  in  his  sixt)-eiglith  )'ear; 
and  a  sister,  Isabella,  widow  of  J.  11.  Robin- 
son, li\'ing  in  Massena,  St.  Lawience  County, 
N.Y.  Mr.  Allen  AIcLeod  lived  to  the  age  of 
ninety-one.     Mis  wife  died  at  eighty-four. 

Ronald  McLecxl  was  b(H  n  June  15,  1 8 1  o, 
in  Stormont  County,  now  (Ontario  Count)', 
Upper  Canada.  He  livetl  a  bi>}''s  life  on  his 
father's  fai'ni,  learning  the  sweet  lessons  of 
nature  and  acquiring  those  habits  of  industry 
which  fitted  him  for  the  activities  of  manhood. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  left  home  to 
take  a  share  in  his  brother  Alexander's  busi- 
ness, which  was  chiefly  trade  in  lumber  and 
stone,  but  also  includeil  stime  manufacturing. 
He  was  with  his  brother  three  full  years;  and 
then,  having  a  fancy  for  the  water,  he  went 
into  the  employ  of  a  steamboat  compan)'  as 
captain  of  the  steamer  "l^lack  Hawk,"  making 
ti"ips  from  (Igtlensburg  to  Kingston,  Ontario, 
and  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  his  lu)me  at  that 
time  being  in  Clayt(jn,  Jefferson  Count)'. 
After  his  brother  went  West,  Ronald  joined 
hini  in  Northern  Michigan,  where  they  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business,  haviiig  also  an- 
other  station  in  Wisconsin,  until  the  death  of 
his  brother  after  twenty-five  years'  copartner- 
ship. Alexander  McLeod's  grave  is  on  Mack- 
inaw Island.  In  1841  Roiiald  IMcLeod  went 
from  Wisccjnsin  to  Chicago,  where  he  le- 
mained  two  years,  and  during  that  tinie  built 
the  toll-bridge  across  the  Des  Plaines  River. 

Mr.  McLeod  was  united  in  marriage  at 
Aurora,  111.,  to  Lnieline  WiUler,  ol  Aiitwerp, 
Jefferson  Count)',  N.Y.  Mrs.  Lineline  Mc- 
Leod died  in  1854,  at  Aurora,  after  about  fi\'e 
years  ol  wetUled  lite,  lea\'ing  one  son,  nameil 
for  his  father.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr. 
McLeod  was  in  Chicago,  in  1856,  to  Eliza- 
beth G.,  widow  of  Ml'.  Michael  Dousman. 
They  had  one  daughter,  Jennie,  who  died  at 
seventeen  )'ears  of  age,  in  1877.  Eight  years 
later,  .August  11,  1885,  Mr.  McLeod  was 
called  to  |)art  with  his  second  wile.  ()nly 
those  who  know  a  similar  loss  in  theii'  own 
experience  can  understand  the  exteiit  of  sucli 
a  berea\'ement.     Ivonald  McLeod,  Jr.,  worth)' 
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son  of  a  worthy  father,  is  now  conducting  a 
farm  of  one  huiulrecl  and  two  acres,  which  is 
known  throui;h  all  this  section  as  the  most 
productive  and  well-kept  farm  of  its  .size. 
Ronald,  Jr.,  nio\'ed  here  in  1871,  from  Mack- 
inaw Island,  whei'e  he  had  l)een  for  eleven 
years  the  propi  ietor  of  tlie  McLeod  House. 
He  had  sold  the  establishment  to  Mr.  James 
F.  Cable,  for  the  satisfactory  sum  of  six  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  tlien  he  purchased  this  fine 
piece  of  proiiert)-  for  twelve  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars.  Ronald  Mcl^eod,  Jr.,  mar- 
ried l^liz.d)eth  (i.  C'oie)';  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  luneline,  who  attends  school  in 
Attica. 

Mr.  Ronald  McLeod,  who  is  in  politics  a 
firm  Republican,  servetl  as  Internal  Revenue 
Assessor  in  the  Sixth  Congressional  District 
of  Michigan,  the  Ninth  Division,  for  three 
years.  He  is  a  conununicant  of  the  Episcopal 
church.  His  career  has  been  a  \ery  useful 
one,  as  well  as  acti\-e  and  somewhat  eventful. 
The  infirmities  of  age  are  drawing  nigh,  but 
his  mind  is  clear  and  vigorous;  and  after  his 
arduous  labors  in  the  past  he  now  has  leisure 
to  enjoy  the  interests  of  the  farm  withcjut  its 
cares,  the  peace  of  the  fireside,  and  the  com- 
l)any  of  his  beautiful  little  graml-daughter. 


Hl'.LBV  HAKI:R,  a  Livonia  mer- 
chant, whose  birth  date  was  the 
21st  of  November,  1826,  is  of  a 
New  Hampshire  family,  his  father, 
Timothy  J^aker,  having  been  a  native  of  that 
State.  Ah".  Timothy  leaker  came  from  Aure- 
lius,  Ca)aiga  County,  N.V.,  to  Livingston 
County  in  1H15,  conveying  his  effects  by  way 
ot  Rochester.  The  farm  purchased  by  him  in 
Livonia,  and  on  which  the  remaining  years 
of  his  life  were  ] Kissed,  is  now  the  site  of  a 
Baptist  church.  I\h-.  Baker  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-five  years.  He  married  I'hilena 
Bowell,  and  from  this  marriage  four  children 
were  born,  namely:  Orange  P.;  Lusina;  I'hi- 
lena IC.  ;  ami  Shelby,  who  is  the  original  of 
this  biographical  sketch.  Both  husband  antl 
wile  had  been  ])re\iously  married,  and  each 
hail  a  family  of  chiKlren  by  the  former 
marriage. 


Shelby  leaker  was  etlucated  in  the  district 
school  of  his  neighborhood  and  at  Temple 
Hill  Acadeni}',  tinishing  both  cour^es  of  study 
by  the  time  he  had  attained  his  majorit)'.  He 
was  just  twenty-one  years  of  age  when  he  em- 
barked on  a  wlialing-vesse!  bound  for  the 
Sandwich  Islands  ami  San  k'rancisco,  and 
started  on  his  first  voyage,  which  occupied 
eighteen  months.  The  homeward  journey  was 
made  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama;  and 
the  adventurous  farmer  lad  saw  the  wonders  of 
tlistant  lands  and  foreign  people,  and  had  the 
\  ista  of  a  new  world  of  lite  and  manners  pre- 
sented to  his  N'outhful  e\es.  An  early  attack 
of  the  "gold  fe\er"  led  fiim  to  California. 
He  was  one  of  the  "forty-niners,"  and  re- 
mained there  for  six  years.  With  a  cool 
judgment  and  determination  of  purpose  that 
evidenced  strong  character,  he  then  shook  off 
the  illusive  sjKdl,  broke  from  the  shackles  of 
visionary  expectation,  and  returned  home, 
after  a  second  trip  to  the  Sandwich  Inlands  in 
1S55.  He  here  went  back  to  the  old  simple 
farm  life,  ami  engaged  also  in  mercantile 
business,  in  which  he  has  continued  for 
twenty-six  years.  In  1862,  when  the  tran- 
cpiillity  of  the  I'nited  States  was  disturbed  by 
the  dieadful  struggle  between  the  North  ami 
Soutli,  Shelby  l!aker  entered  the  l'\-deral 
arm)'.  (  )n  the  iith  of  August  of  that  )ear, 
he  enlisted  at  (leneseo  in  the  ( )ne  Hundred 
and  Thirty-sixth  New  York  Infantry  as  a  pri- 
vate, and  was  i)romoted  to  be  Sergeant  ami 
later  b'irst  .Sergeant,  and  was  on  active  duty 
for  nearl)'  three  years.  He  was  in  the  memo- 
rable ami  bloody  engagements  of  Chancel- 
lors\'ille,  Gettysburg,  Chattanooga,  Mission 
Ridge,  and  a  severe  midnight  battle  jirex  ious 
to  that. 

I'"ollowing  General  Bragg  to  Knowille,  lie 
encounteretl  the  perils  and  hardships  which 
attend  an  invailing  arm\'  in  the  enem)  ">  ci  im- 
try,  and  had  many  a  stirring  tale  to  tell  when 
he  returned  to  his  old  cpiaiters.  He  was  one 
of  the  si)kliers  who  made  the  march  to  .At- 
lanta with  General  Sheridan,  and  bore  the 
phenomenal  record  of  never  being"  off  duty  for 
a  single  da\'.  On  the  march  to  (loklsboro 
Mr.  leaker  recei\-ei.l  his  commission  as  I'irst 
Lieutenant,  and  on  the  march  froni  Goldsboro 
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to  Washinii^ton  lie  had  command  of  the  com- 
pany as  Captain.  In  1S65  he  was  mustered 
out  at  Rochester. 

Air.  Haker  was  marrieil  to  Miss  Marietta  S. 
Sharp,  a  (lauL;liter  of  Timothy  and  Alplia 
(Hartshorn)  Sharp,  of  Livonia,  whose  family 
were  amoiiu,'  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  place. 
The  one  child  of  this  marria,t;e  is  a  daughter, 
Mleanor,  who  is  a  student  at  the  normal 
school  (if  Geneseo.  Air.  Baker  is  a  member 
of  tlie  ]•..  S.  Gilbert  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Rei)ublic,  of  Livonia.  lie  has  been  loyal  to 
the  Republican  party  since  it  came  into  exist- 
ence. His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for 
General  W'infield  Scott  in  1S52.  ■ 


VfA  /  ^^'^'^'^^^    R.    McNAIR,   a  foremost 
\f^\^      farmer  and  ex-Supervisor  of  Lima, 
^  Li\'inL;ston  County,  N.Y.,  was  boiai 

in  Groveland,  in  the  same  count)',  on  Septem- 
ber 23,  1823,  duriuL;  the  second  Monroe  ad- 
ministration. He  is  a  grandson  of  William 
McNair,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  but  at  the 
aa"e  of  nine  came  with  his  parents  to  America, 
settling'  at  once  upon  what  is  still  the  family 
homestead  at  Grovelantl.  In  1795  Grand- 
father McNair  bought  two  lunulred  and  sixty- 
two  acres  of  unclearetl  land  in  Livingston 
County,  anil  erected  a  log  house,  with  later  a 
frame  adilition.  His  remaining  days  weri' 
spjnt  there  in  active  laboi"  until  his  ninety- 
sixth  )'ear,  when  he  died.  His  first  wife  was 
Margaret  Wilson;  and  his  second  was  Jane 
Horner,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Robert  McNair,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  I'enns)'! van ia,  but  sjK'Ut  all  his  active 
life  in  Groveland.  His  education  was  of  a 
practical  character.  Although  his  entii'c 
schooling  was  limited,  being  self-educated, 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
the  county.  As  a  farmer  and  stock  dealer  he 
was  very  successful,  actpiiring  twenty-two 
hundred  acres  of  good  land  in  Livingston 
Count)-.  His  wife  was  Amelia  Warner, 
daughter  of  Captain  William  Warner,  of 
Lima.  They  had  six  boys  and  four  girls  —  - 
William  R.;  Sarah  A.  II.';  Henry  W.  ;  Augus- 
tus, who  died  in  infancy;  Charles  B.  ;  Miles 
B.  ;    Mary  Jane;   Amanda  W.  ;   Lmma;  and 


Augustus  C.  Mr.  McNair  died  in  (irove- 
laiul,  at  the  age  of  sevent)'. 

William  R.,  son  of  Robeit  and  Amelia 
(Warner)  McNair,  was  educated  at  tlie  district 
schools  and  at  Canandaigua  Acatlemy,  after- 
ward teaching  one  term  in  (iroveland,  where 
he  then  engaged  in  farming.  He  came  to 
Lima  in  April,  1851,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven,  and  still  remains  on  the  farm  of  his 
mother's  ancestors,  in  the  house  his  gi'and- 
father  Warner  built.  His  wife,  whom  he 
married  in  December,  1850,  just  belore  com- 
ing to  Lima,  was  Mary  Williamson,  daughter 
of  Samuel  M.  and  Susannah  (Burrows)  Will- 
iamson, of  Bucks  Ccumty,  ]'enns\lv.inia. 
Airs.  McNair  was  a  mendx-r  of  the  l'resl))te- 
rian  church.  She  died  March  25,  1890,  lea\'- 
ing  four  chiKlren  —  Henry  H.,  Willis,  Anna 
L.,  and  Claia  A.  Henry  AIcNair  is  in  mercan- 
tile business  in  I'lirlland,  N.  Dak.  Willis  AIc- 
Nair lives  in  Livonia  Centre.  Anna  resides 
at  home  wilh  her  father.  Clara  mai  i  ied  Alex- 
ander AlcCune,  and  resides  in  AIinneai)idis, 
Minn.  AIi'.  AIcNair  sei'\'ed  the  town  as  Su- 
pervisor for  three  successive  years,  from  1870 
to  1872.  His  first  \-ote  was  cast  in  i  S44  iuv 
James  K.  I'olk.  but  he  h;is  been  a  Republican 
since  the  formation  of  the  part)'.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  I 'resb\terian  church,  and  is 
mucli  respectetl. 

'"Life's  evening,  we  may  rest  assured,  will 
take  its  charactei"  from  the  da\'  which  has 
preceded  it." 

Wh:X  Bl'.XXlOX,  a  retired  hardware 
mei'chanl  and  insmance  agent  of  .Str)- 
kers\ille,  in  the  tuwn  of  Sheldon, 
XA'.,  wasbiiiai  in  C  heshire,  Lngknul, 
h'ebiuar)-  14,  1843,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
months  was  biiju^ht  In'  his  [lariaits  to  the 
L'nited  States.  His  tathei',  Ihomas  Bennion, 
son  ot  Thomas,  Sr.,  and  gr.indson  ot  josoph, 
has  been  a  resident  larmer  in  Sheldon  for 
nearly  tort)'  \ears.  Joseph  Bennion,  who  was 
a  nati\e  ot  Chesiiiie  and  a  len.uit  tarinei'  upon 
the  estate's  ol  l.oul  Cumberniaile,  died  at  the 
age  of  eiglU\'-foui-  )eais,  ha\  ing  rearcil  a  fam- 
il)'  of  eight  sons  and  threi.'  d.uiglUers,  all  of 
whom  attained  their  majorit\'  and  married. 


'■.'I't   ni   iijM'    nr.V'I-j]/(   ■^\'''     .J   j-.ujc'.iJ^u A  I  '.io:) 
l.io;  '>i  .,  >i    fi-n.iliiV/  j 


vi.i  '!'!  ..j  (.Tfj. 

1    I  " 


f  ,•;  ;.;•(/  !  .>;/;t3  o-'jit  j.-u  i  ;•  'j  r;i.  .•*-,:fj  .':);>< ijij;*"} vfil 
:  -.  .(.■,.>:    I  ■   ^  "i  M  :.!j';7  i;.;.'r:  :  ;    Jv'.rt  .•■r.iiv 


src- 


>  •'..'Mi.i 

'      .      ,  , ,  ;     r-^  c-i 

;  •;■ ' ':.  I  .;•  :  •.••jfi 

-  '    :  '  !       .  hi  :      1  j;  ■  :  .  If! 

/.'    v.- ! : ■  -y  .!••  ■ '"-  ;.;ifi! .nv^. 

;   ■.),,::  .'  J  i  /'  •! •.)'!"  (ft 

i  1"     .     i  Ji:  J 

•;     '  ■•    ■tii;  : '.'  Ui;'.>y  ) 
i'  ■  Ml  'it  "  vrr;i.i! 

'         A.  .'l.'/.sa 


;  ^  :  I     ;-,A,vr  i  '  wo-:'       ;:i  ii  i 

..rh'fj;-/'"-/  It.   /c.H'io't  \ 

■■y-  .  j.yy?':  --.   iiJO   t'-'  i  .■.!!;.';  .  ;; >;V':ii/I   r:  .(-Jo/I 

■  lij;':^     ..■f>     fili:;i.!i  ^.i:^.J^;: 'j'.,  r  i'ji; | 

■:.••/•!  I     •'.••!>■•  .'r;li->-'irjr;'  5_ilir»f:f  JcjHkH    .-.j'O''  •^n.'iii'.'ii.;.'! 

:0  !»:••!:  .•:f.';ii!;M/tI  _:'!!!';V.'[  •.>.''• .  1:  I'fi'.-  orr.T.O-j' I  vil 
J  '- .  '^^-^ij  ly:^  hm.  .■i<ii:  'i  i.  ?  i'-  y:  hii.)'-.;.  OiiJ 
•  •  -'/j-,  jf.  ;v;j    j4iri''iii])'H  ).;:•;   y-  •  •  r.i/.r 

•I"  r..,|.-:    (J,    . .  .iV;       ■;:•,;,.>.  •   J    !••>  rl    ••i.d  !  1  -.-'iJ'  ;!•'    :>■(;;/  Ivi   ?.i.>t>C   I^v;'fi'.:.j  ■ 

■  ;r:'iV'!    /'sl'J'^i       .,:  ii.o.'      J ''•  !   .''.''S.-.r.t  {    /t:')  ovii,'-//     ijil'.Hi'lA     'c.s;-'.V    \      >i     ;;i  H  ./JtfiJfi) 
r   i..  ;,■  n.j-;  „         'i  I  i         ^  }'■•  •>,'i-!:;r!  f;  '  }'"■  -   nifidiV/  )u    'ii^  Jff;yi)j;l) 

,;  ;  ,.' M-i.i Irio,!        htjU-J^V'  -If!-;  •  ---al'lijl  'll/oi  bfu,  '  :'T     .!■  ;iiJ 

:•  \'\>.\:-j'.      ' .  f,i"!  ^fin.M',    •njol-yjrl;;!:.  In  v';^/:  I  -riU,  uA  :  . //  V-ifJ:j]l  ;  .K  .h  li  '7 
;     •.••i'..«f!;4:;f,l,  -j-riilJ  'he,';  hfUiK  Ji'^i  -'   1"  vU  j  'J:.'IiM  :  .Ji  *f!hx.fD  i  \Oit^\n\  ..i  ■.u; 
:-jT.cf:!  '-fi-;  Yii'ioifjiif  ittJiU  'iiofh.'  i  bii/;  ;j;rm.f.'l '  ;  .7/'  i-b«cricA.  {Sfli.t  '(-liiM   i  .fl 


I,  '.Mi     .,  .1 


388  BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


Tliomas  15ciiii[(in,  Sr.,  son  of  Joseijh,  was 
also  a  tenant  lainici"  u\n)\\  the  estates  of  the 
abo\-e-nanie(l  nohKnian,  and  occn])ie(l  bnt  two 
farms  (hnint;  his  wliole  lite.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Sarah  Cook.  They 
reaied  two  ihinL;hters,  Alai)'  and  Ann,  and  one 
son,  riiomas  Heiuiion,  ol  Sheldon.  Alary, 
now  a  widow,  is  neaily  ei[;"hty  years  of  a<;e, 
a  resident  of  l'.ni;laiul.  Ann,  unmarried,  also 
lives  in  I•Jl^land.  Cnandfather  Hennion  died 
in  iN  jS,  at  about  fift)'  )'ears  of  age. 

Thomas  Heiuiion,  son  of  Thomas,  Sr.,  and 
Sarah  (Cook)  Hennion,  was  born  in  Cheshire, 
i-'ngland,  August   17,  and  was  reared  to 

])ursuits  of  agrieultuie  upoii  the  estates  of 
Lord  Cumberniarle.  (  )n  .Seijtember  14,  1841, 
he  married  bdleii  l)a\ds,  daughter  (jf  David 
and  I'.llen  (Haker)  lJa\'is.  Her  father  was 
a  native  of  Cheshire,  and  a  small  farmer,  own- 
ing his  farm,  whieh  was  entailed.  In  May, 
1844,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hennion  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  sailing  from  Liverpool  on 
boartl  an  Ameriean  shij),  and  having  a  very 
rough  i)assage  of  fort)'-one  days  to  New  \'ork. 
The)'  had  no  capital  with  which  to  start;  and 
for  the  first  two  years  Thomas  Hennion  worked 
for  a  farmer  in  h'airfieUl  County,  Connecticut, 
for  two  bundled  dollars  \)vv  year,  with  a  house 
and  gartlen  fiee.  In  the  fall  of  1S45  they 
nunetl  to  Wales,  h'.rie  County,  N.^^,  but  on 
account  of  homesickness  returned  in  the  fol- 
lowing sirring  to  Connecticut,  where  Mr.  Hen- 
nion continued  to  woik  bir  the  same  wages  as 
Ijcfoi'c,  with  man)'  privileges,  and  sjK'nt  five 
very  pleasant  years  as  farm  superintendent, 
lie  then  puichased  a  small  farm  of  thirty- 
eight  acres  in  Connecticut,  jiaying  the  sum  of 
thiee  th(jus:uid  d(dl.irs;  and,  in  order  to  effect 
this  trade,  he  was  obliged  to  incur  quite  a 
heavy  debt  foi-  those  davs.  He  later  sold  the 
property,  ami  in  June,  1S56,  renioved  with  his 
family  to  .Slieldon,  where  he  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  one  acres,  for 
which  he  paid  the  sum  ol  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, one-halt  at  tlie  time  ot  jnirchase,  and  the 
remainder  to  be  jiaid  in  the  futuie.  Upon  this 
farm  he  and  his  faithful  wife,  a  patient  help- 
niate,  dwelt  hajipil)-  for  man)'  years,  she  dying 
July  1,  1893,  after  a  wedded  life  of  hfty-two 
vears. 


Thomas  Hennion  is  .itill  toiling  on  the  farm, 
although  now  w^dl  aiKanced  in  )ears,  being, 
like  mail)'  of  Ids  active  temperament,  unable 
to  remain  idle  while  he  has  strength  suffiiicnt 
to  keep  bus\'.  lie  has  deeded  one  halt  ot  his 
])i"opei  t)'  to  his  son  I  Lau)',  who  re.^ide.i  near 
him.  lie  has  lost  two  inlant  children,  and 
has  seven  chihlren  living,  thiee  sons  and  tour 
daughters.  i\ll  of  these  are  married,  cnul  he 
has  seveial  grandchildren.  lie  is  an  ICpi^co- 
palian,  as  was  his  wife.  A  Deiuocrat  in  poli- 
tics, he  has  seived  as  Assessor  for  twenty 
years.  His  children  are  as  follows:  Owen, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  William,  a  farmer 
in  Lrie  Count}';  Mar)',  wife  of  I'eter  b'oldin, 
a  resident  of  that  section  ;  .Sara,  who  man  icd 
John  Cole,  i\u\\  a  farmer  in  Illinois;  llenrv, 
who  resides  upon  the  okl  farm,  having  a  wife 
and  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are  sons; 
Jane,  wife  of  L.  Warner,  of  Strykersvi lie  ;  aral 
ICmma,  wife  oi  Jaiiies  l'"rench,  ot  West  b'alls, 
N.  \'. 

Owen  Heniiion  came  to  .Sheldon  at  about  the 
age  of  twelve  years,  and  attended  the  district 
schoids.  At  the  age  oi  seventeen  he  lett  liis 
home  and  worked  for  nionthl)'  wages  as  a 
farmer.  At  the  age  of  twentv'-one  \ears  he 
o|)ened  a  tire  insurance  ottk'e  at  Str)  kersville, 
which  he  conductetl  with  both  energ)'  ami  suc- 
cess for  thirty  )'eai's,  retiiing  in  1894.  -At 
the  age  of  twentv-tive  he  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business,  which  he  also  succcsstull)'  car- 
ried on  until  when  he  sold  out  his  busi- 
ness and  |)urchased  his  pleasantl)'  situatetl 
home  in  the  lower  part  ot  the  village.  This 
pro[)erty  contains  alxuit  htlv  acres  of  tertile 
land  froiiting  upon  the  main  thoi'oughlare,  and 
is  under  high  cultivation,  as  Mr.  Hennion  tlues 
general  fainiing  as  a  soit  ot  reci'eation  alter 
many  years  of  active  and  piotltable  meieantile 
Inrsiness. 

( )n  November  20,  1X62,  Mr.  ( )wen  ]5ennion 
was  united  in  luarriage  to  .Miss  Amarette 
I).  Dunbar,  born  at  \'ai"\sburg,  tl.iughtci'  ot 
Chauncev  H.  and  b.li/a  (.Spencer)  l)md)ai',  who 
were  earl)'  settlers  in  that  section,  and  aie 
now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henninn  have 
two  sons  and  one  ilaugbter,  namelv;  Aliles,  v\ho 
succeeiled  to  his  tathci''s  iusui.uice  business, 
and  is  unmai  ried;  Howard  H. ,  also  unman  led, 
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and  a  resident  of  Strykers\-ille ;  and  Maud  E. , 
w  ife  (if  Adelhert  l'\  (iett)',  a  salesman  in  the 
diN'-gouds  hdiise  nf  Hurt,  [''itzsimmons,  Hone 
&  Co.  at  Koeliester,  lia\in^'  one  son,  Owen  H. 
C.etty. 

.Mr.  Ik'union  is  a  Demoerat  in  ]iolitics.  He 
was  a  .Ma_i;islrate  for  twent\'  )'ears,  and  is  now 
ser\ing  his  tliird  teini  as  Postmaster.  Mrs. 
IV-nnion  is  a  hidy  possessinj;-  many  accomplish- 
lueiits,  haxini;-  l)een  thoi'on<;"li !)'  educated  at 
Attiea,  and  lias  iuL;  tauL;ht  sehool  several  terms 
prex  iou^  to  her  mari  ia^e.  .She  has  one  sister, 
the  wife  of  Hurton  I",  h'rench,  of  Attica,  and 
had  the  misfoitune  to  lose  her  only  brother, 
Jerome  lJunl)ai".  Mr.  Hennion  is  a  Master 
Mason.  He  takes  a  ^reat  interest  in  all  pub- 
lie  affairs  of  i ni| lortance,  ha\  in[;-  an  intelligent 
uiulei-stantlin^"  of  luatters  relating  to  the  wel- 
fare of  his  commuiiit\'. 


■Y^^^^l'-I-Sl  )X  JAXli.S,  for  many  )'ears  agent 
I  — 7  for  (ieneral  W'atl.sworth' s  estate,  and 
I  If)  I  now  li\ing  in  retirement  at  Gen- 

eseo,  I.iv'ing.ston  County,  N.  Y. , 
where  he  has  long  lieen  identified  with  public 
atfairs,  was  born  in  Conesus,  in  this  county, 
January   3,  His  giandfather,  Heman 

Janes,  was  a  nati\e  of  England.  He  emi- 
grated to  .America,  ami,  after  spending  about 
forl\-  years  in  the  I'niteil  States,  removed  lo 
Canada,  where  fie  died. 

I'dijah  Janes,  son  of  lleman,  was  a  native  of 
New  \'ork  State,  wheie  he  was  reared  a 
faiinei".  He  luan  ied,  ami  I'esided  in  Conesus 
until  his  son  Xelson  was  about  five  years  old, 
when  he  remo\ed  to  C'anada,  where  he  re- 
mained loi'  a  time;  but  in  1840  he  went 
to  Indiana,  and  theie  passed  his  declining 
\eais,  (h'iiig  at  the  age  <it  eighty.  His  wile, 
I'oll}'  Claik,  a  nati\e  of  Cayuga  County,  was 
the  mother  of  eight  children,  two  of  whom 
died  )dung.  The  others  were:  Nelson,  tlie 
subject  of  this  .sketch;  Laura;  Adeline  b"..  ; 
Aim  bdi/a;  .Sarah;  and  William  C.  Mrs. 
Janes  died  al  tin.'  age  of  si\t\'  )'ears. 

The  earl\'  life  of  .Nelson  Janes  was  passed 
in  the  vicinit)  of  Woodstock,  Canada,  wheie, 
besides  attending  school,  he  was  employed  in 
farm  work  until  reaching  the  age  of  nineteen, 


at  which  time  he  came  to  (jeneseo,  his  uncle 
then  being  .Sheriff  of  I,i\  ingstou  County.  In 
1841  he  was  appointed  i)eput\  .Sheiilf,  in 
which  capacity  he  scrxed  thice  terms,  or  nine 
years  in  succession,  haxing  Ijeen  reap|)ointed 
for  two  terms  alter  the  expiration  ot  his  first. 
He  was  also  Constable  for  the  town  o|  (ien- 
eseo  at  this  time.  b'rom  i<S4i>  to  1835  he  was 
Clerk  ot  the  Hoard  ot  Super\isors,  and  Irom 
1850  to  1855  he  was  manager  for  the  estate  of 
William  II.  .Spciiscr.  In  i8:;5  he  was  en- 
gageil  by  Cienei"al  Jaiues  .S.  Wadswoith  to 
superintend  his  altaiis  in  liultalo,  which  he 
did  until  1863,  when  the  (ieneral  iiuluced  him 
to  assume  charge  of  the  entire  estate  with 
hea(k|uarters  at  Geneseo.  His  new  iluties  re- 
quired him  to  not  only  manage  the  Geneseo 
and  Hultalo  atlairs  ol  the  Wadsworth  estates, 
but  also  seveial  oull)'ing  interests  in  Alle- 
gany Count)'  and  in  the  States  of  IMichigLUi 
and  C)hio.  This  position  he  held  until  Jan- 
uary 1,  1889,  when  on  account  of  failing 
health  he  was  ciimpelled  to  practically  retire 
from  acti\'e  res])onsibi  1  it  v.  He,  however,  still 
remains  in  the  em|)lo)'  of  the  estate,  as  his 
long  experience  of  tort\'-nine  consecuti\'e  }'ears 
at  the  head  of  its  \ast  interests  makes  him  of 
imtold  \alue  to  the  heirs  at  the  present  time. 

In  1842  he  married  I'liilena  ]•'..  Haker, 
daughter  ot  Timothy  Jktkei",  of  Livonia,  and 
has  three  children  -  Mary  A.;  Laura  L.,  a 
grailuate  of  Temple  Hill  Acailemv  ;  and  Will- 
iam S. ,  the  latter  educated  in  the  normal 
schotd,  and  now  in  a  manufac'turing  establish- 
ment at  La  I'orte,  Ind.,  wheie  he  is  express 
agent,  time  keeper,  and  pa\'-master.  He  mar- 
ried i'loia  Miller,  ol  the  above-named  citv; 
and  the)'  have  lour  children  N'elson,  Shelb\, 
Catheiine,  and  Mav,  the  first  two  mentioned 
being  twins.  Mrs.  janes,  who  was  an  eainest 
member  ot  the  I'resbvterian  church,  died  in 
the  month  of  April,  1874,  her  decease  being 
the  cause  ol  much  regret  b\'  the  entii'e  comnui- 
nity,  in  which  she  held  a  very  high  place. 

Duiing  his  long  residence  in  Geneseo  Mr. 
Janes  has  held  man\-  positions  of  public  trust. 
He  has  been  a  Tiustee  and  .Secietary  of  the 
Cemeter)'  Association  for  thiit\'  vears,  and 
a  Tinstee  ol  the  union  school  lur  tweiUv- 
eight  years.      He  was  also  a   Trustee  of  the 
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village,  and  its  President  for  several  terms, 
besides  being'  its  Treasurer  tor  four  )'ears. 
He  was  Clerk  of  the  village  two  terms,  and  in 
I.S69  was  Su|)ei"\  isor  ot  the  town  of  (leneseo. 
Sinee  iiS^:;  he  has  been  a  Director  of  the 
(ienesee  \'alle)'  National  Hank.  iMr.  Janes 
has  man)'  times  been  obliged  to  decline  impor- 
tant jiublic  oHices  on  account  ol  business  press- 
ure, lie  was  a  stanch  sujiporter  of  the  Whig 
j)ai't\',  sujipoi'ting  (ieneral  Harrison  in  1^40, 
and  was  one  ol  the  touiulers  ot  the  Keiiublican 
jxirty  in  Xew  \'oik  .Slate. 

Mr.  Janes  has  Ictl  an  e\cepti(jnally  well- 
regulated  life,  faithfull)-  aiul  steadfastly  adher- 
ing to  the  right  in  all  his  tran.sactions,  always 
vigilant  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  both 
public  imd  pri\'ale,  anil  enjoying  the  highest 
respect  and  esteem  ot  his  emplo)'ers  and  the 
jiublic  generall)'.  The  family  are  memliers 
of  the  I'resbyterian  church,  i\ir.  Janes  having 
been  a  'I'rustee  thereof  for  twenty-fi\'e  years, 
during  the  jieriod  f|-om  1  (S64  to  US89. 


-rp)T()N.    I-DWIN    A.    NASH,   of  Avon, 
I      I      .\.  v..  County  J utlge,  and  e.v-Disti  ict 
I  is  I         i\ttorne)',    was    born    in  Bedford, 
Canada;  but  his  claim  to  Ameiii-an 
citizenshi|)  is  uni|uestionable. 

His  father,  Adolphus  Nash,  was  a  nali\e 
of  l)orset,  \'t.  His  mother,  although  born  in 
Canada,  was  of  American  ixuentage.  Her 
father  and  mother  were  Dutchess  County,  New 
\'ork,  people.  He  traces  his  jxiternal  ancestry 
back  to  the  Nash  famil}'  of  Herefordshire,  I'-iig- 
land.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a 
volume  in  the  Hritish  iMuseum  entitled,  "(icn- 
ealoiries  and  I'edigi'ces  of  Herefordshire  Fami- 
lies,  collected  by  William  Herry"  :  "Margery 
leaker  and  Thomas  Nash,  married  and  went  to 
New  Mngland. "  The  jjaternal  ancestrv  is 
further  traced  in  a  genealogy  of  the  Nash  fam- 
ily published  some  iort}'  years  ago.  'I'homas 
Nash  anil  lamil\'  landeil  at  J^oston,  July  26, 
1637,  in  the  ship  "Hector"  from  London. 
The  line  of  descent  fiom  Thomas  Nash:  Tim- 
othy Nash,  born  in  Lngland,  1626;  J(;hn 
Nash,  born  in  lladle\',  Mass.,  1667;  Stephen 
Nash,  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  1 704 ;  Moses  Nash, 
First  Lieutenant  in  Revolutionary  War,  bora 


in  Westlield,  Mass.,  1741;  I'eletiah  liliss 
Nash,  Stdckbridge,  Mas>. ,  1770;  Adoljiluis 
Nash,  l)orn  in  1 N 1 3  ;  Fdwin  A.  Na^h,  born 
(  )ctoi)cr  2('>,  I  N;/). 

Adolphus  Na>h,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
our  skctcli,  received  his  education  in  llie  dis- 
trict schM(jls  ot  .Massachusetts,  and  learneil  the 
trade  ol  cabinet-maker  at  I'ro)',  N.\'.,  and 
then  went  to  Canada,  married,  and  set  u|) 
Inisineis  lor  himself.  He  located  in  a  small 
place  in  Cppcr  Canada  ncai'  Kingstmi,  built 
up  a  go(jd  l)usiness,  and  might  perhaps  ha\e 
remained  in  Canada  permanentl)- ;  but  a  few 
)ears  alter  his  airi\al  the  relations  between 
the  L'nited  .States  govenmient  and  the  l'r(i\- 
inces  became  so  strained  that  the  Canailians 
made  things  decidcdl)'  unpleasant  for  such 
^'ankees  as  were  untoitunate  enough  to  be 
within  their  dominion,  and  the  upshot  of  it 
was  that  Mr.  Nash  had  to  choose  between  loss 
of  lite  ami  propert}',  and  loss  ot  propert)  onlw 

(  )f  course,  he  took  the  latter  alternat i\-e  ;  but, 
as  e\'en  the  surrender  of  his  earthl}'  possessions 
would  not  ha\e  entirel}'  satislieil  the  enraged 
populace,  he  silently  stole  awa\'  with  his  fam- 
il \'  at  night,  leax  ing  house,  store,  and  stock  of 
tuiiiiture.  So,  when  he  stood  imee  more  muler 
the  protection  of  the  stars  and  stripes,  he  was 
in  decidedlv  reiluced  circumstances,  having 
l)ut  two  dollars  with  which  to  practicall)' 
begin  liie  o\er  again.  He  took  up  his  abode 
at  Canamlaigiia,  and  entered  the  cmplo)-  uf 
I'lldad  Clark,  doing  cabinet  wmk,  and  being 
paid  by  the  piece.  He  continued  in  Mi. 
Clark's  em|)loy  lor  two  years,  when  he  remo\cd 
to  Reed's  Coiners,  and  finm  there  to  West 
Hloomficld.  In  l.S4(),  ten  \  eais  after  his  hasl\' 
migration  fiom  Cauada,  he  removed  from  Wot 
i^loomlicld  to  l.iivia,  where  he  rcsideil  until 
his  death  in  1NS4,  at  the  age  of  se\'ent\ -one. 
His  widow  sui\i\ed  him,  and  continued  lo 
reside  in  the  town  ol  Lima  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  in  August,  1N94,  at  the  age  of 
eight}->)ne.  ller  maiden  name  was  Harriet 
Smith.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the 
first  child  born  to  them;  and,  although  he  was 
tollowed  b\'  a  brother  and  a  sister,  he  is  now 
the  only  survixnr,  as  his  brothei"  dieil  in  carl\ 
youth,  and  his  sister,  Mar)-  .\.  Xash,  ilied  at 
Lima  in  1886,  a  member  of   the  laculty  and 
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tcaclK'i'  of  art  in  the  riciicscc  Wcslcyan  Semi- 
nary. 

lulwin  A.  Xash  was  educated  at  the  Lima 
district  selinols  and  at  the  ( ieiiesee  Wesleyan 
Seminary.  lie  studied  law  in  the  office  of  the 
late  Ihirxey  J.  Wood  at  Lima,  was  admitted  to 
the  har  in  1  N^o,  and  was  associated  with  I\h". 
Wood  in  the  practice  of  law  until  the  death  of 
the  latter  in  1871.  Air.  Nash  continued  the 
law  business  at  Lima  alone  until  1H78,  when 
he  remo\ed  to  .Axon,  wheie  he  has  since  re- 
mained. .Some  nine  )'eais  alter  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  he  was  chosen  as  District 
.Attorney,  holdiiiL;'  that  jjosition  for  two  terms 
from  Januar)',  1869,  beini;  chosen  again  in 
1S72.  In  iiS7<Shewas  elected  County  Judge, 
was  elected  again  to  the  same  office  in  1884, 
and  again  in  i  890. 

'I'he  abo\e  facts  tell  their  own  story  as  to 
the  standing  of  Judge  Xash  at  the  bar  and  on 
the  bench,  anil  liis  standing  a.s  a  citizen,  so 
that  any  extended  eulog)'  here  woukl  be  as 
umiecessar)'  ti^  the  public  as  it  would  be  dis- 
tasteful to  him.  The  lion.  Lilwin  A.  Nash 
was  mairied  in  1862  to  Atiss  h'rances  A.  Mor- 
gan. 15ut  one  child  blessed  the  union,  a 
daughter,  who  died  ;it  the  age  of  seventeen. 
Judge  Xash  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  in 
i860  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has  been  a 
Ivepublican  from  the  bcgiiniing. 


Yp)TP^N1^V  J.  AkXAIk,  of  Arcade,  Wy- 
l-^-j  oming  County,  X.\'.,  long  and  fa\'or- 
j  I9  I  abh'  known  to  the  community  as 
^  book-keeper  and  clerk  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  L,  A.  l)a\  is,  was  born  in  the  town, 
.May  21,  1860.  He  is  of  .Scotch  ancestry,  his 
father,  William  McXaii',  being  a  native  of 
I'ortpatrit k,  Scotland,  where  he  lived  in  his 
youth,  and  commenced  lile  as  a  sailor  in  the 
emplo)'  ol  \-arious  coast i ng- vessels  cruising  olf 
the  coasts  of  the  liritish  Isles.  At  the  age  of 
thirty-three  he  gave  up  nax  igation  and  came  to 
America,  and  remained  two  years  with  a 
brother  in  Xew  Jcrse\',  and  then  went  to 
Arcade,  where  he  puichased  a  farm  and  took 
up  his  residence  for  a  time;  but  in  1894,  get- 
ting somewhat  advanced  in  years,  he  leased 
the  place  and  went   to   the  village,   and  has 


since  resided  with  his  son.  He  is  now  sev- 
enty-eight )'ears  old.  The  wife  of  William 
Rk'Xair  was  before  her  mari'iage  Mrs.  John 
Simpson,  fornual)-  Miss  Margrcl  .Miller,  who 
in  early  lile  emigialcil  to  this  cuinilrv',  and 
spent  her  lile  in  .Xrcade.  Tlieii'  mairiage  took 
l)lace  Xo\eud)cr  i,  1854.  The  six  chiklren 
resulting  from  this  marriage  were:  -Samuel 
R.,  of  I'dlicottsx'ille,  Cattaraugus  County,  of 
the  fiini  of  Laidlaw  &  McXair,  lawyers; 
Heni)-  J.,  of  this  sketch;  Cicorge  W. ,  formerly 
ol  the  Aicade  Hank  ;  one  binther  who  died  in 
March,  1893  ;  and  a  brother  and  sister  who  died 
while  children.  The  mother  finished  her  term 
of  years  in  October,  1894,  ha\ing  been  a 
member,  as  als(j  the  father,  of  the  United 
Presb)'terian  church  of  h'reetlom,  Cattaraugus 
County. 

Henry  J.  McNair  li\ed  during  his  boyhood 
on  his  father's  farm,  and  attended  the  district 
school  in  Juigle  X'illage.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen (1877)  he  took  a  position  as  clerk  in  the 
establishment  of  W.  W.  Davis,  where  he  has 
remained  during  the  past  eighteen  years,  gracl- 
uall)-  growing  in  the  estimation  of  the  head  of 
the  concern,  antl  being  gi\en  more  and  more 
of  its  responsibility.  i\L\  McXair  has  charge 
of  the  bof>k-keeping,  and  in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Davis  has  su|)ervision  of  the  various  de- 
partments, including  the  purchase  and  sale  of 
goods,  which  is  done  on  a  large  scale,  retjuir- 
ing  good  jutlgment  and  keen  business  ability; 
and  it  is  doubtless  owing  to  these  cpialifica- 
tions  in  .Mr.  .McXair  as  his  chief  manager  that 
Mr.  Davis's  Inisiness  is  so  succcsslully  and 
firmly  establ ishetl. 

Ilenr)-  J.  McXair  was  married  in  Ma\-, 
1885,  to  Miss  Alice  .Spencer,  tlaughtcr  of  Hni- 
ton  ■* -Spencer,  a  well-known  resident  of  the 
town  ol  Aicade,  moving  to  I'rophetstowii,  111., 
about  the  year  1837,  where  he  ilied.  This 
union  has  been  l)lcssed  by  two  childi'en —  lulia 
A.  and  William  C.  McXair.  AlthouLih  uivin"; 
devoted  attention  to  his  chiet  business,  Mr. 
McXair  has  manifested  a  tiue  citizen's  inter- 
est in  the  local  matters  which  concern  the 
town  and  its  neighborhood.  He  served  as 
Town  Collector  during  one  term,  X'illage  Col- 
lector on  three  separate  elections,  and  Town 
Clei  k  two  }'ears  ;  he  was  elected  Superv  isor  in 
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iiS94  for  two  )'cars'  scrx'ice,  aiul  has  been  bomc 
}car.s  on  the  School  Hoard.  This  is  alwaws  an 
important  olfue,  as  its  work  deals  with  the 
intei'ests  of  ediieation,  and  demands  of  its  olh- 
cers  men  of  broad  \  iews,  keeping  in  line  with 
the  rapid  de\elopment  of  the  times.  lie  is 
a  meml)er  i)l  ..Arcatle  Lodge,  A.  V.  &  A.  M., 
No.  491,  iif  which  he  has  been  secretary  four 
}ears,  a  charter  member  of  China  Lodj^e,  In- 
depentlent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  No.  698, 
a  seven  years'  member  and  four  years'  secre- 
tar\'  of  the  Chemical  l'Jii;ine  Compaiu'  in 
Arcade,  \\'\'oming  County,  also  Chief  of  hire 
Department.  And,  not  o\'erl()oking  relij^ious 
matters,  he  attemls  with  his  wife  the  Congre- 
gational church  in  Arcatle. 

The  chief  point  imlicated  by  Mr.  McNair's 
success  in  the  preceding  narrative  has  been 
continuance  in  his  chosen  career  and  impro\-- 
ing  its  opportunities  for  an  understanding  of 
the  business.  This  hap[)ily  f(.)llows  the  line 
of  I\Ir.  Longfellow's  words:  "The  talent  of 
success  is  nothing  more  than  doing  what  one 
can  do  well,  anil  doing  well  what  one  must 
do,  withijut  thought  of  fame."  And,  in  con- 
clusion, since  "there  is  no  chance  in  results," 
the  law  of  comj)ensation  here  has  proxed  that 
more  responsibil it)'  is  the  award  of  carrying 
a  little  well. 


Y^TIRAAI  iUJSTWTCK  WARNKR,  an 
\-~\  eneigetic  farmer  of  Lima,  Li\ing- 
J_ls  I  ston  County,  N.  Y.,  was  born  in 
that  town  August  7,  1826,  the  year 
when  John  .Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferson  died, 
on  Independence  I  )a)'.  Mr.  Warner's  grantl- 
talher,  William,  came  Irom  Canaan,  N.\'.,  to 
this  section  of  the  country  in  company  with  his 
brother,  Asahel,  in  1794.  They  first  located 
a  claim,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  )'ear  went  Ixick, 
and  were  marrieil  in  the  winter  of  1794  95. 
In  the  spring  they  and  their  wives,  joined  by 
two  other  brothers,  migrated  with  ox  teams, 
crossing  Cayuga  Lake  on  the  ice  in  the  month 
of  March,  a  dangerous  undertaking"  at  th.il  sea- 
son of  the  year.  Daniel  and  William  Warner 
settled  first  in  Richmond,  Ontario  Comity, 
where  the\'  lemained  from  1795  to  i8ii,  when 
they  came  to  Lima,  then  known  as  Charleston, 


William  bringing  seven  children.  'J'hey  tra\-- 
elled  1)\'  marked  trees,  as  there  was  then  only 
one  111  id  the  old  Kiad  trom  Albaii)'  to  Huf- 
lalo  -   in  this  sei I  ion. 

The  lorn'  hrotheis  Waiiier  built  log  houses, 
and,  in  clearing  the  land,  bnined  man\'  acres 
ol  hue,  hea\)'  timber.  Indians  were  numer- 
ous and  to  a  certain  extent  troublesome. 
The  Warners  raised  tlax  and  wool,  and  made 
all  their  own  clothing.  Seed  jiotatoes  were 
biiuight  with  them  for  future  cro]:)s.  Later  on 
\\  illiam  Wainer  was  Ca))tain  ot  the  militia  at 
Lima.  His  wife  was  Lois  Bristol,  belonging 
to  another  pioneer  iamil}'.  (irandfather  War- 
ner was  one  ol  touiteen  children,  and  with 
se\'en  of  his  brothers  served  in  the  Re\idution. 
lie  anil  his  wife  reared  a  famih'  ol  nine,  as 
follows:  Ilenr)-  Warner,  born  ( )ctober  9, 
1797,  died  April  26,  1 877.  Poll}-  Warner, 
born  December  24,  1798,  died  in  .Sejitember, 
1875.  Miles  H.  Warner,  born  Jul)'  31,  1800, 
died  May  20,  1877.  Amelia  Warner  and 
i\manda  Warnei-,  twins,  were  born  Miuch  2(), 
1803;  Amelia  died  Marcki  l,  1823,  and  Am;nida 
on  January  4,  1865.  William  Wainei',  born 
yAugust  10,  1807,  died  I'\'bruar)-  4,  1830. 
-Albert,  born  Xo\ember  13,  1809,  is  still  liv- 
ing. Al)el,  born  J;uuiary  29,  1812,  died  lan- 
uary  15,  1832.  Lois  N.,  born  Seiitember  14, 
1813,  died  December  23,  1831. 

Miles  Bristol  Warner,  their  third  child, 
father  of  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch,  was 
eiluc;ited  at  the  district  schools  of  Richmond 
;ind  Lima,  and  was  a  singing-teacher  nearl)- 
all  his  early  life.  lie  c;irried  on  the  f:iini 
|)urchased  in  1811,  and  li\i'd  in  Lima  ;i]l  the 
iciiKii nder  of  his  d;iys,  d\ing  at  the  age  of 
se\ent) -se\en,  at  the  home  ot  his  sou  llir;im 
in  the  village  of  Lima.  1 1  is  wife  was  J;ine 
R.  Claik,  the  ihiughter  of  Thomas  Clark, 
of  Lancaster  Count)',  l'eniis\lvan  ia.  .Said 
Thomas  Clark  eniigrated  fi'om  Drumore  town- 
ship, Lancaster  Count)',  to  (  )nt;irio  Countv, 
Xew  \'oik,  in  1 7')'),  and,  :is  he  wrote  in  his 
Bible,  "No  road  out,  no  i"o;ul  in.'' 

Their  son,  Ilirani  l^ostwick  Winner,  with 
the  exception  of  a  sister  who  li\ed  to  the  age 
ol  sixteen,  was  the  onlv  child.  Iliiam  was 
e(hic:iti'd  at  the  district  schools  of  Lini;i,  and 
later  attended  the  Cenesee  Wesle)'an  .Semin;ir)' 
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in  that  town,  wmkinj;-  at  the  homestead  farm 
until  hite  in  life.  lie  removed  to  the  village 
of  Lima  in  i.SjT),  hnl  continued  to  carry  on  the 
larni  until  ii'^/'j,  when  he  sold  out  and  retired 
from  acli\e  life.  Apiil  j/,  1N54,  he  married 
llairiet  llorner,  dau,i;hter  ol  ]lu<j;h  and  Sarah 
I'].  ( 1 1  umphrey)  llorner,  of  Northampton 
C'ountv,  l'eiuis\  l\ania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner 
ha\'e  ne\er  had  childien  ot  their  own;  l)ut 
their  a iTct  t innate  natures  ha\'e  prompted  them 
to  atlopt  Iwii,  who  are  grown  up,  married,  and 
arc  now  lix  iiig  in  comfortable  homes  of  their 
own.  The  W'aiiiers  are  much  respected  mem- 
bers of  the  Lima  I'resbxterian  church.  Mr. 
Warner  has  been  a  Rejuibl ican  in  politics 
since  1 1^64,  casting  his  first  Presidential  vote 
foi'  (icneral  'laNloi,  the  Whig  candidate,  in 
1.S4S,  the  \  ear  the  Mexican  W'ar  closed. 

••<)li,  Ml'sI  iclircnicnt,  li  icnd  to  lil'c'.s  tlccline  ! 
Il(j\v  l)lL-st  is  lie  will)  Clow  ns,  ill  .shades  like  these, 
,\  \  until  (il  lal)(ir  with  an  .ii^e  ot  ease!" 

-So  writes  that  graceftd  |)oet,  Oliver  Gold- 
smitli;  and  his  lines  are  illustrated  by  such 
a  career  as  those  herein  chronicletl. 


USTAV  KREBS,  a  popular  resident 
I  of  Dansville,  widcl)'  known  as  a  tal- 
—"^  ented  and  accomplished  musician 
and  a  man  of  superior  worth,  was  born  in 
(iermany,  April  (j,  1829.  1 1  is  father,  David 
Krebs,  was  an  educatetl  mati,  and  was  long 
engaged  in  teaching  in  his  native  country. 
In  his  last  )'ears  he  was  the  principal  of  a 
scho(d.  lie  died  while  }'et  in  the  midst  of 
his  useluliiess,  at  the  age  of  fifty-si.\  years, 
lie  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  bearing 
him  two  chiUlren  —  (ntslax',  of  whom  we 
write;  and  Carl. 

Gustav  was  but  si.x  years  old  when  his 
mother  died,  aiul  he  remained  under  the  in- 
struction of  his  father  ittitil  fourteen  years  of 
age.  Having  given  evddence  of  his  musical 
genius,  he  was  i)laced  inider  the  tuition  of 
competent  teaclu'is  of  that  art,  and  while  still 
a  resident  of  (Iermany  became  famous  for  his 
skill  as  a  player  of  the  flute.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-five  yi.Mrs  I'rofessor  Krebs  came  to 
America  under  the  auspices  of  the  Mendels- 


sohn Ouintette  Club  of  lioston,  Mass.,  and 
remained  with  them  seven  )'ears,  ida)'ing 
throughout  the  New  I'.ngland  .St.ites,  allh(jugh 
he  s|)ent  the  largef  part  ot  his  time  in  litjston. 
He  was  sitl)se(|tientl y  a  member  ol  the  Px^ston 
S)anphony  Orcliestra  for  se\erai  )'cars,  and 
then  turnetl  his  attention  to  the  teaching  of 
music,  remaining"  in  that  city  until  his  health 
failed,  and  then  joining  his  brother  in  Web- 
ster, !\Iass.  lie  came  from  Massachusetts  to 
this  county  in  i>S74,  and  lor  a  time  was  at  the 
Jackson  Sanatorium  in  1  ).ins\i I le.  Leciiling 
to  establish  himself  permanently  in  this  town, 
he  built  the  tine  hotise  which  he  has  since 
occujiied,  and  where  lie  welcomes  his  large 
circle  of  warm  frietids  with  a  true  and  gener- 
ous hospital  it\'.  He  has  engaged  in  his 
chosen  and  lo\-ed  [irofession  a  portion  of  the 
time  since  coming  here,  among  his  pupils 
being  the  son  of  1  )r.  Jackson,  the  manager  of 
the  Sanatoriimi.  Ihe  i'rofessors  brother, 
Carl  Krel)s,  who  was  associated  with  him  as  a 
teacher  for  a  time,  died  in  Dansville. 

1^'ofessor  Krebs  has  been  twice  married, 
His  first  wife,  whom  he  wedded  in  i86j,  dietl 
in  Ma)',  1874.  Her  maiden  name  was  Helen 
I\L  Davis:  and  she  was  born  in  Newport, 
Herkimer  Count\',  N.Y.,  being  the  daughter 
of  Amasa  and  Sail)'  Davis.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Davis  were  the  piarents  of  fi\'e  chiklren  — 
I'"liza,  Ilarriet,  Helen,  Sarah,  and  Esther  B. 
The  youngest  is  the  second  wife  of  Professor 
Krebs,  and  |iresides  o\er  his  household  with 
a  kind  and  genial  courtesy.  Professor  Krebs 
is  a  member  of  the  Ltitheran  chtirch,  and  in 
politics  uniformly  sitpports  the  princiides  of 
the  Republican  party. 


Akl.h:Y  GARDNl'R,  a  retired 
farmer,  who  lives  on  his  estate  near 
the  \illage  of  Attica,  N.V.,  was 
born  on  this  place,  Jantiar)'  8,  181S. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Josiah  Gardner,  was 
a  man  of  note  in  Massachusetts,  rising  to  the 
rank  of  Major  in  the  ( "ontinenl.il  arm)-  during 
the  keV(dulion,  and  alterward  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  .State  legislature.  His  two 
sons  -  .Asher,  the  father  of  Mr.  Parle\-  Gard- 
ner, and  y\dolphtts      came  Iroin  New  England 
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to  this  part  of  New  York,  where  they  settled 
in  1 80S,  before  there  were  roads  on  this  side 
of  Attica.  Asher  was  tlie  owner  of  the  one 
horse  they  liad  with  tlieni,  and  during-  the 
h)n^  journey  hither  the  brotliers  rode  alter- 
nately. 

The  brothers  felled  the  trees  from  seventeen 
acres  of  fcjrest-covered  land,  and  bei^an  at 
once  to  build  a  small  lo^  cabin.  b'our  3'eai's 
pre\'ious  to  their  coming,  in  1804,  a  few  pio- 
neers had  settled  in  tliis  region,  among'  whom 
Henjamin  Ni.dsou  and  a  man  by  the  name 
of  ixandall  were  the  first,  followed  by  Lora 
l'hel[is  and  Major  Adams.  Asher  Gardner's 
family  made  the  journe)'  thither  ill  a  covered 
wagon  drawn  by  two  oxen  and  a  horse.  He 
and  his  good  wife  had  laid  by  the  snug  little 
sum  of  six  lumdretl  dollars,  foiu"  hundred  dol- 
lais  ot  which  he  invested  in  fifty  acres  of 
land.  Mrs.  Gaidner,  who  was  before  her 
marriage  I'hiliutla  Patrick,  was  a  faithful 
wife,  and  became  the  mother  of  five  children 
—  Reuben  Patrick,  born  in  1812;  Samantha, 
born  in  1 8 14,  and  now  living  in  Attica; 
William,  who  died  in  1878,  owner  of  a  fine 
farm  of  three  hundred  acres  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Attica;  Parley,  of  whom  this  is  a 
memoir;  ami  Josiah,  who  is  also  deceaseel. 

Parley  Gardner  was  early  inured  to  farm 
labor,  making  himself  generally  useful  even 
when  he  was  but  a  little  fellow  of  ten  years 
old,  and  learning  the  lessons  which  were  so 
useful  in  latei'  )'ears.  lie  attended  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  worked  on  the  farm  between 
terms,  until  he  attained  his  majority,  at  which 
time  he  engaged  to  give  a  year's  labor  on  the 
farm  for  a  new  suit  of  clothes  and  two  hun- 
dred dollars.  In  1848,  when  he  was  thiity 
years  of  age,  he  was  joined  in  wedlock  to 
Miss  Mary  Ann  Wales.  Her  [parents,  Ros- 
well  and  Anna  (Gardner)  Wales,  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Attica,  and  like  her  hus- 
band's people  came  from  Massachusetts. 

Only  one  chihl  was  born  of  this  marriage,  a 
son,  who  bears  the  name  of  IMake,  and  is 
himself  a  family  man.  ]?lake  Gardner  was 
married  November  29,  1877,  to  Miss  Ellen 
A.  Pratt,  her  parents  l)eing  A.  Sidney  Pratt 
and  Jane  (Showerman)  l^ratt,  of  Massachu- 
setts and   New   York  respectively.     Mr.  and 


Mrs.  Blake  Gardner  luue  one  child,  a  sun. 
Parley  \'an  (iardner,  now  a  ])oy  in  school. 


rp)T()N.  WILLIAM  P.  I.ia  CllWOR'l  lI, 
LL.n.,  of  Pulfalo,  N.V.,  Commis- 
I  ig)  I  sioner  of  the  State  Hoard  ot  Chari- 
— "  ties,  resides  tluring  the  summei-  at 
his  beautiful  coimtry  seat.  Glen  Iris,  on  the 
picturesque  bluifs  of  the  Genesee  River  in 
Wyoming  Gouiil}',  New  York.  He  was  born 
at  Prowiui  Ih.',  jeiferson  Count)',  Ma\-  iCi, 
1823.  His  father,  Josiah  Letchworth,  came 
of  I'Luglish  aucesti")',  antl  was  boiii  ami  reared 
in  Philadel|iliia.  His  mother  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey.  P>oth  were  members  of  the  So- 
ciety of  P'l'iends.  P'or  a  few  }'ears  alter  their 
marriage  they  lived  in  Burlington,  N.J., 
whence  they  rennn'ed  to  Auburn,  X.Y.  Jo- 
siah I ,etcliw(jrth  was  a  man  of  |)Ositive  char- 
acter, large  intelligence,  and  philanthropic 
spirit,  and  became  identified  with  many  affairs 
of  i)ublic  interest.  He  devoted  much  thought 
and  energy  to  the  develoinnent  of  the  public 
school  S)stem,  am!  was  outspoken  and  elo- 
quent in  his  advocacy  of  tem])erance  and  his 
opposition  to  human  slaver\'.  For  man\'  years 
he  was  an  intimate  fiieiid  of  William  II. 
Seward. 

William  P.  Letchworth  entereil  earh'  upon 
a  mercantile  career,  hohling  a  confidential  po- 
sition in  one  of  the  largest  importing  houses 
in  tlie  country.  Declining  an  offer  of  part- 
nership, in  1848  he  went  to  Buffalo,  where 
he  foinied  a  connection  with  Samuel  V .  and 
i'ascal  P.  Pratt,  under  the  firm  name  of  Pratt  & 
Letchworth,  taking  the  position  of  managing 
jKirtr.er  in  a  wh(desale  business  ot  impoiting 
and  manufacturing  sadillery  harilware.  About 
this  time  was  established  in  Buffalo  the  work- 
house now  known  as  the  Lrie  County  Peniten- 
tiary, to  which  large  nundjcrs  of  both  sexes 
were  sentenced  for  short  terms.  Mr.  Letch- 
worth's  attention  being  called  to  the  demoral- 
ization resulting  from  enfoixed  idleness  in 
close  confinement,  he  concei\ed  the  ])lan, 
which  proved  practicable,  of  employing  the 
jirisoners  in  making  goods  which  were  then 
generally  im|)orted,  rendering  their  .^erxices 
available  for  short  periods  of  time,  by  so  sub- 
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dixitlin^'  the  work  and  multiplying  processes 
that  each  [XTSdn  would  be  recpiired  to  deal 
with  a  part  a(  an  article  iiihtead  of  the  whole, 
j'rior  to  this  t inie  con\'ict  hdjor  had  been  util- 
ized onl)'  in  State  prisons,  where  the  length 
of  sentence  gave  each  prisonci"  opportunity  to 
learn  a  trade.  In  the  business  of  Pratt  & 
Letchworth  a  i)ressing  necessity  being  felt  for 
the  nianufacture  b\-  themselves  of  malleable 
cast  iron,  Air.  Letchworth  bent  his  energies 
in  this  tlirection,  and  with  such  good  effect 
that  a  i-irocess  was  developed  Uiv  the  produc- 
tion of  iron  of  a  superior  quality.  The  result 
was  the  establishment  of  the  Buffalo  Malle- 
able Iron  Works,  which  in  a  few  years  be- 
came one  of  the  largest  W(jrks  of  its  kind  in 
the  country. 

Mr.  Letchworth's  business  enterprises  grew 
to  large  proportions,  and  were  crowned  with 
gratif)ing  success;  but  all  this  meant  arduous 
and  i)rotracted  labor  and  im|)airetl  health,  and 
he  was  at  lengtli  compelletl  to  relax  his  efforts 
in  the  directimi  of  business,  and  seek  rest  at 
his  counti'N'  home  on  the  Cienesee.  Always 
in  actix'c  s)'m[)athy  with  that  which  is  best 
in  thought  and  purest  in  sentiment,  in  the 
partial  retirement  of  his  rural  retreat  he  now 
had  leisure  to  intlulge  his  taste  for  polite  lit- 
erature and  to  extend  his  knowledge  of  human 
works  and  human  needs.  An  ardent  lover  of 
the  beautiful,  he  gladly  gave  time  to  the  en- 
couragement of  the  fine  arts.  In  1874  he 
was  elected  Tresitlent  of  the  Buffalo  I-^ine 
Arts  Academy,  a  position  held  by  him  for 
three  years.  During  this  time  the  member- 
shij)  was  increased,  the  annual  exhibitions 
were  made  more  interesting,  the  gallery  was 
enriched  by  the  addition  of  new  [)ictLires,  the 
debts  were  [laid  olf,  and  an  endowment  fund 
was  created  whereby  the  Academy  was  placed 
on  a  firm  financial  basis.  Mr.  Letchworth 
has  also  served  as  President  of  the  Buffalo 
Mistorical  Society,  as  Trustee  of  the  Buffalo 
Savings  Bank  and  of  the  Buffalo  Female 
Academy,  and  has  been  steadfast  in  his  de- 
votion to  the  various  chai  ities  of  the  city. 

With  a  view  to  giving  himself  more  fully 
to  jihilanthropic  work,  in  i86()  Mr.  Letch- 
worth withdrew  from  the  firm  in  which  he  had 
been  so  prosperously  and   happily  associated 


for  a  cpiarter  of  a  century.  In  April,  1873, 
he  received  from  (iovcrnor  the  unsolicited 
appointment  of  d  imniissioner  of  the  State 
Board  of  Charitit's,  to  fill  the  \Luancy  caused 
by  the  death  oi  l)i-.  Samuel  Lastman,  an  office 
he  has  lield  b)-  successive  reappointments  for 
twenty-two  }ears.  His  attention  was  soon 
directed  to  the  condition  of  the  children  in 
the  almshouses,  whom  he  f<iund  subjected  to 
the  most  degrading  associat i(jns  and  in  a  way 
to  grow  up  as  [)aupers  and  criminals.  Mr. 
Letchwoi'th  secured  an  a|)pro|)riat  ion  of  three 
thousand  doUais  fi'om  the  legislature  for  the 
IHirpose  of  making,  through  the  .State  Board  of 
Charities,  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  pau- 
perism and  crime.  He  was  then  empowered 
by  the  State  Boai'd  to  obtain  statistical  infor- 
mation relating  especially  to  the  unfortunate 
children  in  the  poorhouses  and  almshouses. 
He  entered  s\'stematically  upon  his  work,  and 
made  extended  and  thorough  \-isitations  to 
these  institutions  throughout  the  State,  and 
prepared  a  faithful  and  comprehensi\-e  rcjiort 
of  his  work.  By  means  (jf  an  ingenious  cliart, 
with  the  use  of  colois  he  showed  with  the 
utmost  clearness  the  \'arious  influences  that 
affected  the  pliysical,  mental,  and  moral  con- 
ditions of  these  pauper  chiklren.  He  also 
recommended  such  action  by  the  legislatiu'e  as 
wouUl  break  up  the  system  of  rearing  chiklren 
in  almshouses.  His  report,  which,  with  the 
general  report  of  the  Board,  was  sent  to  the 
legislature  in  January,  1875,  became  the  basis 
of  sul)sequent  legislation,  resulting  in  the  en- 
actment of  a  law  for  the  better  care  of  pauper 
and  destitute  children,  \uider  which  thousands 
of  little  ones  weie  removed  from  the  j)oor- 
houses  and  placed  in  families,  as\lums,  and 
other  institutions  leniote  from  the  contaminat- 
ing influences  to  which  they  had  been  sub- 
jected. 

It  being  deemed  by  many  impracticable  to 
dispense  with  the  almshouse  care  of  children 
in  New  York  City,  a  bill  exempting  New 
York  County  from  the  operation  of  this  man- 
dator)- law  was  i)ri'pared  and  iircsented  to  the 
legislature,  indorsed  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Charities  of  the  city,  and  sujjported  by  the 
city  jiress.  Mi'.  Letchworth  was  now  ready 
with  a  special  repoit  on  this  nt_\v  (piestion. 
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which  was  sent  to  the  legislature  in  January, 
1S76,  showing  in  its  true  light  the  want  of 
econiiniy  in  the  system,  its  inhumanity,  and 
the  nioial  and  |)h\'sical  degradatinn  it  worked 
ujion  those  living  within  llie  eirele  ot  ils 
baneful  inllueuees.  Idiis  [iroved  so  effective 
that  a  strong  levulsion  of  feeling  followe(L 
'i'lie  press  condemned  what  it  had  lately 
a|)|)ro\ed,  and  public  sentiment  became  pro- 
nounced against  the  e\-il.  Mr.  Letchwoith's 
recommendations  were  accepted;  and  the  Ran- 
dall's Island  Nurseries,  which  had  long  been 
a  reeking  source  ot  corrLiption  and  demoraliza- 
tion, were  abolished,  and  their  patronage,  in 
the  form  of  salaries,  amounting  annually  to 
about  twenty  thousand  dollars,  was  extin- 
guislied. 

In  the  following  year  I\Ir.  I.etchworth 
visited  personally  nearly  all  the  child-saving 
and  reformatory  institutions  of  the  State,  con- 
tinuing his  good  work  of  investigation  and 
rec(jmmendation,  which  he  embodied  in  a 
third  carefully  pi'cpared  report. 

On  January  i,  1874,  ]\Ir.  I.etchworth  was 
elected  \^ice- President  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities,  and  on  April  21,  1877,  was  reap- 
pointed by  Governor  Robinson  Commissioner 
for  the  full  term  of  eight  years.  On  March 
14,  1878,  he  was  elected  I'resident  of  the 
]5oard,  which  liighly  responsible  jxisition  he 
held  until  his  resignation  of  the  office  ten 
years  later.  His  time  has  been  given,  with- 
out compensation,  to  the  work  of  the  15oard, 
work  re(|uiring  I'are  discretion  and  unlimited 
jiatience;  and  in  its  jjrosecution  he  has 
visited  institutions  in  nearly  all  the  Northern, 
Western,  and  Middle  States,  and  has  also 
carried  his  spirit  ol  investigation  iiito  other 
countries,  stud)'ing  closely  wherever  he  went 
the  care  and  treatment  of  the  dependent  and 
delinquent  classes.  During  the  years  1880 
and  1 88 1  he  devoted  seven  months  to  travel 
in  I'jigland,  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  on  the 
Continent,  gathering  such  information  as 
would  aid  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

Mr.    Letchworth's    comprehensive  volume 
entitled  "The  Insane  in  h\ireign  Countries," 
a  book  noble  in  purpose,  scientific  in  state- 
ment, and  scholarly  in  style,  is  rejjh  te  with 
valuable   information   and    suggestion,  esi)e- 


cially  in  reference  to  the  pro\'ision  made 
abroad  for  the  insane  jjoor,  and  ma)    lie  said 

j  alrea(l\'  to  have  a  means  of  ameliorating 

the  condition  ol  lli.it  wri'lched  t  lass  ol  unfort- 
unates in  the  I'nited  Stales.  It  has  receix'ed 
high  connnendat ion  from  intluential  medical 
journals  and  other  periotlieals  anil  newspapers, 
including  among  others  the  Aiiiii-Uitii  / iniiita I 
('/  Mcdii'i}!  S(/\//i,.\,  Ji'iiiiiiil  oj  tin  .luiinc'iiii 
.Is.soiiiiiiiu/,  the  MliHhi/  AiiiiIiL/ic,  the 

I  S<!iii/<iri<!ii,     the  M t  iUl  o- I Jouiiuil^  the 

!  Ho.shui  M LiliLiiI  uitil  Sur^:;iciil  Ji'it iiidU  the 

Miilual  (m.^llt,  the  New  \'(.)rk  I'lih- 

I  //;/<■,     l\'oj-/(i^    S/ni,    J\>.sf,    and    llie  AiinriKUi 

i  Journal  cf  lusiUiity. 

In  order  to  preser\'e  the  natural  features  of 
tlie  wildly  beautiful  scener)  ol  the  upper  Gen- 
esee from  the  ruthless  haml  ot  land  s|)ecula- 
tors,  Mr.  Letchworth  purchaseel  a  tract  of 
about  seven  hundred  acres  lying  along  both 
sides  of  the  river,  and  including  the  Upper, 
Middle,  and  Lower  Falls.  The  water  of  the 
Upper  I'alls  dashes  cUjwu  a  heiglu  ol  seventy 
feet,  while  the  Middle  cataract  rushes  with  a 
tumultuous  roar  over  a  perpendicular  precipice 
of  (jue  hundred  and  ten  feet.  The  current  of 
the  Lower  Falls,  wliose  tlescent  is  ninety  feet, 
is  very  rapiil;  antl  its  erosive  action  has  cut  a 
ravine  fiftv  feet  ileei)  through  the  solid  rock. 

The  natural  beauty  of  the  immediate  sur- 
roundings of  Mr.  Letchwoith's  home  is  in- 
geniousl)'  lieightcned  b\'  artistic  effects, 
among  which  should  l)e  mentioned  a  fi)untain 
su|)plied  with  clear  water  from  the  hills, 
which  sends  uji  through  the  long  days  of  sum- 
iiK'r  a  sparkling  column  terminating  in  a 
cloud  of  foam.  Swiss  cottages  u|)on  the  cliffs 
near  b}'  suggest  thoughts  of  Alpine  ranges 
and  mountain  airs.  An  ancient  Indian  coun- 
cil house  oecupies  an  eminence  oxerlo. ik i ng 
the  grounds.  Within  these  rude  walls  the 
chiefs  of  the  Iroc|Uois  hehl  their  war  oumcils 
or  smoked  the  calumet,  and  distributcil  the 
spoils  of  the  hunt.  Here  also  parties  of  the 
.Senecas,  returning  from  [iredatory  excursiims 
south  and  west,  held  theii  feasts;  and  here 
many  war  captives  h.i\e  run  the  gauntlet, 
including  among  their  number  the  bra\e 
soldier  and  noted  prisoner.  Major  Moses  \'an 
Cam  pen. 
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Within  doors  a  liljnir)',  which  incluclcs  an 
cxtcnsivf  cdllrclioii  nf  hunks  relating  to  his 
special  \vi)i-k,  (ihjeets  ol  arlistic  household 
adornment,  rare  lots  ol  hrie-a-hiac  and  ein'i(js 
from  vai  ions  countries,  e\'iiice  the  intellectual 
and  artistic  tastes  ol  the  proiirietor  of  Glen 
Iris. 

In  contemi)lating  the  life  work  of  the  man 
and  noting  its  results,  one  feels  that  a  single, 
unswerving,  indomitahle  principle  must  have 
been  the  mainspring  of  his  being  —  the  love  of 
human  it)'.  Tiie  inarticulate  cry  of  the  alms- 
house children  and  the  silent  plaint  of  the 
poor  antl  the  unfortunate  reacheil  his  sympa- 
thetic heart,  anil  he  determined  to  ameliorate 
their  condition.  To  this  his  personal  efforts 
through  long  )-ears  of  his  life  have  been 
directed.  Inspired  by  a  courage  born  of  ten- 
derness, he  has  been  enabletl  to  effect  some 
of  the  great  social  reforms  of  the  age. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  services  of 
this  faithful  worker  in  the  cause  of  humanity 
have  Ijeen  recognized  b)'  the  lU)ard  of  Re- 
Lrents  of  tlie  L'niversitv  of  the  State  of  New 
York,    whicli    in  conferred   upon  Mr. 

Letchworth  the  degree  of  I.L.I).,  "  in  recog- 
nition of  his  ilihtinguishcd  services  to  the 
State  of  New  \'ork  as  a  member  antl  President 
of  the  State  Hoard  of  Charities  and  as  an 
author  of  most  wilualde  contributions  to  the 
literature  [lertaining  to  the  (le|)endent  classes." 
This  is  a  distinction  rarely  bestowed,  the 
degree  having  been  conferred  b}'  the  Hoard  of 
Regents  only  in  a  few  cxtraonlinary  instances 
during  the  one  hundred  and  ten  years  of  the 
existence  of  the  university 


Yp7\in<T'S   K.   TAYLOR  is  a  well-known 
and   much   respected   resident  of  the 
town  of  \'ork,   Livingston  County, 
X.\'.     His   father,    Jasher  Taylor, 
was  of  good   old    Lnglish   descent,  and  was 
born  in  liuckland,  Mass.     Vvom  that  beauti- 
ful, tpiiet  New  Lngland  town  on  the  banks  of 
the  l)eeiticld  Ri\er,  \vho>.e  waters,  then  un- 
contaminatetl  by  the  waste  of  the  modern  fac- 
tory, reflected  the  jiassing  cloud  or  the  leafy 
shrub  on   its  shore,  l\Ir.  Ta)lor  migrated  in 
18J7  to  Covington,  Wyoming  County,  N.Y. 


Although  the  ])ioneer  work  of  clearing  the 
foi'est,  making  roads,  and  erecting  buildings 
had  ali'ead)'  been  ac(  oinpl islied,  still  Mr. 
Ta)'lor  found  there  was  plenty  to  do  in  per- 
fecting the  larm  of  eiglity-t"i ve  acres  which  he 
bought,  and  getting  his  land  uiuler  good  culti- 
vation. The  life  of  an  ambitious  farmer  is 
always  a  busy  one  and  lull  ol  activity,  and 
Mr.  I'aylor's  was  no  exception  to  the  rule. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  lea\'- 
ing  a  record  (if  honest  and  honorable  endeavor, 
which,  although  perluijis  not  showing  brilliant 
achievements,  shows  much  useful  service,  well 
rendered  and  worthy  of  emulation. 

Mr.  Jasher  Taylor's  wife  was  before  her 
marriage  Hetsey  Hr\ant.  Her  lineage  is  un- 
known to  the  ])resent  writer,  but  the  opinion 
may  be  hazartled  that  she  was  a  descemlant  of 
Stephen  Hr}'ant.  They  had  seven  children  — 
Asenath,  Lli/a,  William,  Henry  (deceased), 
Rufus  K.,  Charles,  and  Mary.  All  are  still 
living  except  two,  and  three  have  homes 
in  the  vicinit)'  of  Covington,  William  and 
Rufus  residing  not  far  from  the  okl  place, 
in  the  next  count)'  and  the  next  town  of 
York. 

Rufus  K.  Taylor  was  born  in  Covington, 
Ma)'  4,  I  838,  antl  was  educaletl  in  the  tlistrict 
schools  of  W\-oming  County.  LIpon  leaving 
school  he  chose  the  occupation  of  farming, 
antl  has  since  continued  to  follow  agricultural 
pursuits.  After  living  for  eighteen  )'ears 
with  his  jjrother  William  on  the  liome  farm, 
which  they  culti\'ateil  together,  in  1874  Mr. 
Taylor  bought  the  tdtl  A.  Stewart  place  in 
South  West  \'ork. 

In  1883  Mr.  Rufus  K.  Taylor  marrietl  Julia 
Miller;  and  iheii'  home  is  brightened  b\'  the 
presence  of  twt)  children  who  haxe  been  boiii 
to  them,  both  daughters,  Mabel  and  Mar)'. 
Although  Mr.  Ta)'lor  lived  in  his  early  man- 
hood through  the  Stirling  eveiits  of  the  war 
times,  he  did  not  enter  in  active  ser\'ice  him- 
self, but  paid  for  a  substitute. 

Mr.  Taylor  has  alwaws  been  a  strong  atlvo- 
cate  of  the  Republican  principles  iii  politics, 
and  has  always  voted  the  Republicaii  ticket. 
He  was  fortunate  enough  to  reach  manhood 
and  obtain  the  right  to  \ote  when  one  of  the 
natit)n's  greatest  leaders  was  noniinatetl  to  the 
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I'Tcsidfiicy,  and  his  first  vote  was  cast  for 
AlM-aliani  Linculii  in  i860. 


/  2)  KOVK  HARNUAI,  a  popular  musician 
I  I  of  W^yoniin--  County,  New  York,  who 
resides  upon  his  farm  near  the  vil- 
la^^e  of  Cowlesville,  in  tlie  town  of  ]5enning- 
ton,  was  Ijorn  at  ;\lden,  ]''rie  County,  July  4, 
1847.  His  father,  Salmatious  P.  Barnuni,  a 
native  of  \'ermont,  was  born  in  181 5.  Hi,-^ 
paternal  i^randfather  was  the  Rev.  Luther 
Barnum,  a  Methotlist  preacher,  who  came 
witli  his  o\  team  from  Vermont,  and  settled 
in  the  woods  at  Sheldon  as  a  jiioneer,  about 
the  year  1820.  lie  was  an  itinerant  much  of 
his  life,  and  also  a  manufacturer  of  potash. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Dorcas  Pat- 
ten; and  the}'  reared  two  sons  —  Salmatious 
and  Chamberlain  Parnum,  both  now  deceased. 
The  Rev.  Luther  Parnum  survived  his  wife, 
and  died  at  about  the  aj^e  of  sixty  years. 
Their  graves  are  in  the  burial-jj;roimd  at 
Cowlesville. 

Salmatious  P.  Parnum  was  a  merchant  in 
Cowlesville  for  some  twenty  years  jn'oxdous  to 
the  Civil  War;  but  during  that  eventful 
l)eriod  he  settled  uiion  a  hundred-acre  farm, 
where  he  resitled  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Me  was  a  thorf)ui;h  musician,  and  organized 
the  band  of  which  lie  was  leader  and  director 
for  many  years,  his  son,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  assuming  that  position  after  his 
father's  death.  'Phis  band  is  composed 
mostly  of  stringed  instruments,  and  is  more 
properly  an  orchestra  of  eight  pieces.  In 
1845  Air.  Parnum  married  Odell  Rathburn,  a 
native  of  Onondaga  County;  and  they  reared 
two  sons  and  one  daughter.  Grove,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  being  the  eldest  son.  Ida  Ikir- 
num,  his  only  sister,  was  a  very  talented 
artist,  who  made  a  s|)ecialty  of  portrait  paint- 
ing, at  which  she  was  remarkably  proficient, 
having  executed  a  very  praiseworthy  effort  in 
that  line  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  She  died 
at  the  age  ol  tliiity-nine,  deeply  mounieil  by 
all  who  knew  her. 

Grove  Parnum  recei\'ed  a  commori-schocd 
education,  and  also  attended  Bryant  &  Strat- 
ton's    College    at    Puffalo.     lie    residetl  at 


home,  assisting  in  the  faiin  duties  urilil  his 
first  marriage,  wliich  occurred  ( )ctober  19, 
1S71,  to  IMaria  P'ullon,  of  Alexander,  Glii- 
esee  County,  a  teacher,  and  a  d.uiglUcr  of 
Charles  P'ulton.  Alrr^.  Alaria  I''ulton  Parnum 
died  at  Cowlesville  in  18S1,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-two,  leaving  two  sons  antl  one  daugh- 
ter. Plin)',  the  elder  son,  an  assistant  teller 
of  the  Third  National  Punk  at  .Syracuse,  has 
a  wile  and  one  daughter.  'Phe  other  son, 
Charles,  is  now  a  young  man,  aged  ninelcen 
years,  residing  at  home.  His  sister,  Alay  Par- 
num, an  interesting  and  bright  young  lady, 
also  resides  at  home.  Air.  Purr.um  was  mar- 
ried the  second  time  in  1885  to  Aliss  Kate 
Goldbui'g,  of  Sartlinia,  Erie  Comity,  b)'  whom 
he  has  three  living  ehildi-en  -  -  ITorence,  aged 
eight  years;  Grove,  a  li\ely  bo)'  of  hix;  and  an 
infant  son.  They  have  lost  two  children,  one 
aged  four  years  and  the  other  eighteen  months. 

Air.  Parnum  in  politics  is  a  iJemocrat,  and 
has  rentlereil  some  public  service.  He  was 
Su[K'rvisor  three  terms,  and  was  defeated  for 
the  Assembly  by  his  friend,  X'angorder.  He 
is  now  State  Inspector  in  Agriculture.  Air. 
Parnum  is  not  a  member  of  an\'  church,  but 
supports  the  ililfeicnt  religious  denomina- 
ticjus.  Lie  is  recognized  thiough  this  section 
as  a  skilful  musician  and  baml  leader.  As 
people  say  hereabouts,  Plverybotlv  knows 
Grove  Bariuun,  and  ever}body  like;,  him." 


|()P1;RT     rap:,    AI.D.,    a    Inghlv  es- 


I  Sr^  teemed  jdiysician  and  iJiominent  citi- 
I b \  /en  in  Portagexd  1  le,  NA'.,  was  boin 
in  Scolknul,  December  10,  i8:;5. 
His  father,  TlKiiuas  Rae,  was  a  nati\e  of  that 
countrw  as  was  also  his  grandfathci',  who  bure 
the  same  naiue  ot  Thomas,  and  who  lollii\wd 
farming,  cultivating  the  .soil,  and  piox  iiling  in 
this  way  for  a  large  familv  of  chiUlren. 
Phomas,  jr.,  was  the  second  son  of  his  par- 
ents, and  was  brought  up  to  his  father'^  o^cn- 
pation,  remaining  at  home  in  his  eaih'  \ears, 
while  he  allentled  the  |)arish  school  and 
learned  methods  ol  faim  work.  In  1832  he 
journeyetl  to  Canaila,  and  was  cniplo\ed  toi' 
several  years  as  contractoi-  on  the  railroad  be- 
tween Alontreal  and  Ottawa,  as  one  of  the  firm 
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(if  S)kcs,  JJcbci;;  lis:  Co.  After  cl().sin<^  his 
ciiuauenK'nt  iIktl-,  he  leturiietl  to  Scotland, 
and  li\  ed  in  ret  i l  einent  until  1 861,  in  whicli 
ve.ir  he  aL;ain  set  sail  ior  this  country,  and  on 
his  arri\-al  came  to  l'ortaL;"e\'ille,  where  he 
s])ent  the  rest  ol  his  lite,  Ids  a^e  bein^'  fifty- 
six  at  the  time  ot  his  decease.  The  wite  of 
Jhomas  Kae  was  belore  her  marriage  Miss 
Mina  (ire}-.  She  was  a  native  of  Scotland, 
antl  the  only  one  of  a  famil)'  <if  three  children 
\vh(j  came  o\er  to  this  countr)'.  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  Scotland,  antl  never  left  the 
land  of  hin  birth.  The  childien  of  Thomas 
and  Mina  Rae  were  nine  in  number,  four  of 
whom  are  still  living  —  Robert;  Mary,  mar- 
ried to  the  Re\-.  Dr.  Allison,  a  missionary  in 
Africa;  Jane,  Mrs.  Price,  of  Michigan;  and 
Anna,  not  married,  li\ing  in  Michigan.  Mrs. 
Rac  Ii\X'd  to  the  age  of  tift)-two.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  I'l esb\terian  church,  and 
sijcnt  her  last  tla\s  with  her  son  in  Rortage- 
ville. 

Robert  Rae  li\'ed  in  1  )imifriesshire,  Scot- 
land, till  he  was  twent\-  years  of  age,  in  boy- 
hood attentling  the  parish  >Lhool,  and  later  the 
school  known  as  Wallace  Hall.  lie  began  his 
prolessional  studies  at  the  iulinburgh  Medical 
Cidlege,  antl  coiitiimed  them  in  the  L'ni\ersit} 
ot  Medicine  in  the  cit\  of  New  \'ork,  which 
he  enteretl  in  1S3S.  Altei'  gratluation  he  en- 
gaged at  once  in  the  active  ])ractice  of  his  pro- 
fession. Sliortl\-  after  the  beginning  of  the 
wai',  in  1S62,  he  enlistetl  in  the  h'irst  New 
\'oi"k  Regiment  ol  Dragoons;  and  during  the 
campaign  he  was  pi'oiunted  to  the  office  ot 
Major.  (  )ii  June  11,  1  .S'').|,  he  was  made  pris- 
oner at  J  ie\  ilian,  \'a. ,  anil  was  held  for  some 
time  in  confinement  in  \arious  places,  spend- 
ing se\'en  months  in  the  prison  at  I'hai  lestou, 
.S.  Ills   term    ol    service   endetl    in  Jnl\', 

1.S65.  In  all  the  chief  engagements  his  regi- 
ment was  prominent,  ami  stood  high  in  tlie 
estimation  of  the  Militai)'  Department  at 
Washington  lor  courage  and  discipline. 

/\t  the  close  of  the  wai-  Dr.  Rae  resumed 
the  ])ractice  ol  his  pmle^sion,  coming  to  this 
neighborhood  and  establishing  himself  with 
good  success,  and  rising  to  the  ofifice  of  Presi- 
ilent  of  the  Medical  .\ssociation,  being  also 
a  member  of  the  Counl\-  Association,  besides 


which  he  has  held  man\'  minor  ollices  in  the 
count)'.  Dr.  Rae  mairied  .Miss  Jane  Porteous 
Ilerkness,  a  daughter  ot  James  i  lerkness,  a 
meichant  of  Canada.  iAlrs.  Rae  was  born  in 
Scotland.  11  er  father  was  a  native  of  Canatla. 
Dr.  and  Mr.-^.  Rae  ha\e  one  thild,  .Mar)  R. 
Rae.  in  pidities  the  Doctoi'  is  a  RepuidicLin. 
lie  has  been  Count v  Coroner,  I'ension  .Siu'- 
geon,  and  Ivx.iminer,  holding  these  ollices  sev- 
eral )'ears;  anti  as  a  man  ol  abilitv  and  distinc- 
tion in  his  jirofession,  and  as  an  u])right  and 
Icjyal  citi/:en,  Dr.  Rae  is  a  valuable  member 
(jf  the  communit)'  in  which  lie  lives. 


ARTIN  LINDSPA^  a  prosperous 
farmer,  whose  well-tilled  acres  lie 
in  District  No.  9,  town  of  Attica, 
N.\'.,  is  a  native  of  Wairen 
County,  where  his  birth  occurreil  March  3, 
1821.  His  tather,  Kiliab  I.iiulsev,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  town,  April  30,  178G,  was 
a  son  of  /Xrchibald,  also  a  native  of  that  Icjcal- 
it)'.  .Archibahl  Limlse)'  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  ami  died  about  1837,  at  the  age  of 
ninet)-one.  He  was  tlirice  maiiietl,  his  first 
wife,  grandmother  of  Martin  Limlse)'  of  this 
notice,  bearing  him  nine  ihildren,  live  sons 
and  foui'  daughters,  all  of  whom  airived  at 
maturit)'  and  became  the  heatls  of  as  many 
resj)ect i ve  households. 

Kiliab  Lindsev,  on  attaining  his  majorit)', 
selected  a  wife  in  .Miss  P^eanor  Loop,  of  War- 
ren Conntv.  I'heir  mari'iage  occui'red  January 
13,  1807,  the  bride  being  a  V'ear  )'ounger  than 
hei'  husband,  .April  20,  1787,  having  been  the 
da)'  ol  her  birth.  .Sixteen  vears  aitei',  in  the 
tall  ol  1813,  in  eompanv  with  two  other  lami- 
lies,  they  moved  to  the  town  ol  .Attica,  W)'o- 
ming  Cduntv,  making  the  jmirnev  through  the 
woods  with  horses.  'Lhe  c<iuntr)'  was  wild, 
and  deci  and  other  game  vveie  plentilid.  (  )n 
arriving  in  Attica,  Mi'.  LintKcv  investeil  in 
sixty  acres  of  "articled  ''  lantl,  and  later  added 
fifty  niore.  I  he  impi'ovemeiits  on  the  land 
weie  Il'VV,  consisting  chietlv  ol  a  small  cle.iring 
and  a  log  house  and  barns.  Hut  Mr.  Lindsey 
was  an  energetic  man,  ami  well  acepiainted 
with  larm  vvoik;  and  it  was  not  long  belore 
the  results  ol  his  industr)'  weie  a|)parent  in  the 
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clumi^ctl  aspect  (if  the  place  and  the  home  com- 
forts ])}■  which  tlie\'  were  giacUially  sunouncletl. 
I-'our  years  after  ai  i  i\  iiij;  in  Attica  Mr.  I.ind- 
sey's  father,  Archihalil  Lintlsey,  came  to  re- 
side with  them,  and  here  |)assed  the  reinaintler 
of  his  (hi}S.  '1  he  new  homestead  witnesseil 
tlie  "growth  of  a  hiii;e  family;  for  tweh'e  chil- 
dren came  to  Air.  and  iMrs.  Lindsey,  two  of 
whom,  howe\er,  dietl  in  infancy.  The  other 
ten  all  reached  manhood  and  womanhood,  and 
had  families  of  their  own,  si.\  of  them  being 
still  ali\'e.  'I'he  living  are  as  follows:  Lois, 
wife  of  William  W'alhridge,  a  farmer  of  At- 
tica; Martin,  the  snliject  of  this  sketch  ;  Will- 
iam R.,  a  farmer  near  Attica;  I^leanor,  wife 
of  J.  P.  Washburn,  a  farmer  of  Attica;  Al- 
mira,  who  mariied  l.oien/.o  Hurlingame,  and 
resides  in  lloUand,  I'j  ie  Count)',  X.  \'.  ;  and 
C.  \'.  Lindse)',  a  farniei'  li\ing  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  his  brother  Martin.  The  father 
of  these  children  tlied  in  1876,  at  the  age  of 
eighty -nine. 

Martin  Lindsey  was  br(jnght  up  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  earl\-  became  accustomed  to 
agricultural  work.  lie  acquired  a  district- 
school  education,  aiul  on  January  31,  I S44, 
was  married  to  Miss  l,o\ina  Smith,  of  Attica. 
Mrs.  Linilsey's  parents  were  Henry  and  Lydia 
(Whaley)  Smith,  the  foriuer  of  whom  was 
born  in  ( )tsego  (.duntv,  and  the  latter  in  Mar- 
cellus,  Onondaga  Count)'.  Mr.  Smith  canie 
to  Attica  in  1814,  a  )'outh  of  thirteen  years, 
with  his  parents,  Isaac  and  Hannah  (Hawle)') 
Smith.  Mis.  Liiidse\'  was  the  eldest  of  their 
fourteen  children,  the  fainily  consisting  of 
five  sons  and  nine  daughters.  Si.x  of  these 
brothers  and  sisters  besides  Mrs.  Lindsey  are 
now  li\'ing  in  Wsoming  County.  Mrs.  Linil- 
sey  is  a  lad\"  ot  well -cult  ix'ated  mind,  fiaving 
receix'etl  hei'  edut'ation  in  the  vXttica  .Semi- 
nar)', and  ha\ing  taught  school  some  five  terms 
before  her  marriage.  Mi',  and  iNlis.  Lindse)' 
have  been  cidled  to  mourii  the  loss  of  two  chil- 
dren—  one  a  son,  who  died  in  iiifancy  ;  the 
other  a  daughtei'.  Mars',  who  was  the  widow  of 
Cicoi'ge  Matteson.  .She  died  in  1SS2,  lca\'ing 
one  ilaughter,  Minnie,  who  lesides  with  her 
grandpaients.  I'he  lixing  children  are: 
Lydia,  wife  of  iManklin  J.  l^astman,  a  neigh- 
boring   farmer;    and  John   O. ,    who  married 


Zemira  S[)ink,  and  is  also  engaged  in  fanning 
in  this  vicinit)'. 

Mr.  Mart  ill  Liiulse\'  has  a  line,  productive 
larm  of  one  huiulretl  ;iiid  thii"t\'-h\e  acres,  tit 
which  he  i)urchased  se\enl\'-three  acres  in 
1846  and  fift)'-tw'o  acres  in  1863.  lie  built 
both  the  dwellings  and  the  barns.  He  is 
engaged  in  general  farming,  keejjing  ei-hteen 
cows,  and  taking  the  milk  to  the  factor)'.  lie 
is  one  ol  the  leading  t;irmers  ot  the  couiit)', 
and  the  most  of  his  present  propert)'  has  jjcen 
accjuired  b\'  the  united  iiulusti')'  ol  liimselt  and 
his  faithful  w  ife.  The)'  are  now  enjo)'ing  the 
Irnits  ot  their  labors,  are  still  ai.ti\e  and 
strong,  and  ma\  be  tairly  described  as  ")'outh- 
ful  old  folks."  .Mr.  Liinlse)'  is  a  Republican, 
but  has  not  figured  much  :is  an  ollicediolder, 
with  the  exception  of  serv  ing  about  three  )"ears 
as  Assessoi". 


^5jRI  S.  J]'!i\KS,  an  industrious  farmer  of 
Lima,  Livingston  Count),  X.\'.,  was 
"^■^■1  "  bom  in  Sniithfield,  R.k,  Jul)'  20, 
1S22.  The  Jeiiks  familv,  or  Jenckes,  as 
s|)elled  1)\'  some  of  its  brandies,  has  been 
prominent  trom  Cdloiiial  times  in  "Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  IMantat ions.  ' '  In  \  f)f>c) 
one  Joseph  lenckes  IkuI  a  grant  of  knul  at 
Warwick,  R.I.,  for  a  saw-mill.  lli>  son 
Joseph  in  1 720  was  appointed  agent  for  the 
colony  in  London,  and  after  that  he  held  vari- 
ous important  offices,  being  (Governor  ot  the 
colon)'  six  )'ears.  About  the  niiddle  of  last 
century  several  of  the  name  were  living  in 
Smithfield,  which  was  incorporated  in  1730. 
The  roll  of  the  ".SmilhfieUl  (iieiKidiers,  ' '  a 
m i  1  itary  compan)'  chartered  in  1791,  included 
Nicholas,  (ieorge,  David,  and  Haniel,  and 
.Second  Lieutenant  J ohn  J eiickes,  Jr.  ;  while  the 
Library  .Association,  torined  in  1707,  iiuhuKd 
Adam,  \\  illiam,  Joshua,  and  Xichokis  Jenckes. 

Mendiers  ol  the  Jenks  lamilv  were  among 
the  leaders  in  de\'eloping  the  manufacturing 
industries  in  that  part  of  the  State,  Stephen 
Jenks  being  in  1806  the  ]irincip.il  owner  ot 
the  water-power  at  C  entral  halls,  where  a  mill 
was  built  ill  i.Sj.j  bv  Havid  ,iiul  Ceoige  Jenks. 
I  Stephen  Jenks  in  iSi  1  held  a  government  con- 
tract to  manufacture  ten  thousand  muskets  at 
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clc\cn  chjllars  ami  a  half  each.  Stc])hcn  Jcnks 
was  the  <;rantlfather  u(  \\v\,  the  subject  of  tlu; 
present  sketch.  lie  died  in  Rhode  Island  at 
the  age  of  ninet}-l()ur. 

David  Jenks,  son  of  .Stephen  Jenks  and  his 
wife  Ruth,  was,  of  course,  a  native  of  Rhode 
Ishuul.  He  tiieie  recei\ed  his  education,  and, 
having  grown  to  manhood,  was  there  engaged 
in  business  for  a  nund)ei'  of  years.  In  uSu, 
while  tlie  last  war  with  England  was  in  prog- 
ress, he  was  associated  with  his  father  and 
brother  in  the  nianufactuie  of  muskets.  Later 
on  he  i)ecanie  a  cotton  manufacturer,  and  was 
thus  em|)]o\cd  until  iSjij,  when  he  went  to 
Wrentham,  Xorlolk  Count)',  Mass.,  and  bought 
a  farm.  11  is  wife  was  Clarissa  Rallou,  and 
the)'  spent  the  I'cst  ol  theii"  li\es  on  this  farm. 
Their  chiklren  were  Nelson,  h'.ri  S. ,  David, 
llenry,  antl  Darius.  '1  he  last-named  died 
l'"el)ruary  9,  1X94.  llenry  Jenks  lives  in 
k'ranklin,  Mass. 

l-j'i  -S.  Jenks  was  educated  in  the  common 
and  high  schools  near  his  home,  in  what  was 
then  Rliode  Island,  now  Massachusetts,  after 
which  he  ser\'ed  six  )'ears  as  a  clerk.  In  184J 
he  came  to  Lima,  N.\'.,  and  bought  a  farm  of 
a  luuulied  and  seventy-h\e  acres,  where  he  has 
ever  since  resided.  lie  married  hdizabeth 
l\gert,  and  the\' hail  si.\  children  -  b' ranees  I'., 
Ceorge  .Ste|)lien,  llannah  Duffield,  Mary  Lli/a, 
Lri  N.,  and  b'.dward  C.  Jeid<^.  b^^ances  Jenks 
marrieil  J.  V.  \'er),  and  has  one  son,  Samuel 
S.  T.  Very.  (jeorge  Jenks  married  Nettie 
^IcLauren,  and  has  one  child,  bdora  Jenks. 
llannah  Jenks  married  (ieorge  Sterling,  and 
has  one  bo)',  Ro)'  .Sterling.  Mary  Jenks  inar- 
ried  Charles  blgert,  and  has  no  children.  \a\ 
N.  Jenks  mariietl  .Amelia  Kiinic)',  and  has  five 
children,  lour  sons  and  one  daughter —  lul- 
ward,  r^bu),  Willie,  Herbert,  and  b'reddic. 

Mr.  ba  i  S.  Jenks  is  a  supportei'  of  the 
bresb)'terian  chuicli,  which  he  hel|)ed  to  build. 
Such  men  are  an  honoi'  to  their  (.lay  and  gencr- 
atioiL  As  was  said  b)'  the  great  preacher,  Di". 
Hooker,  " '  H)'  the  knowledge  of  truth  and  e.\ei  - 
cise  ol  virtue,  man,  among  the  creatures  of 
this  world,  aspiieth  to  the  greatest  conformity 
with  Clod."  In  politics  Mr.  Jenks  has  alwa)s 
been  a  Demociat,  having  cast  his  first  \'ote 
tor  James  K.  Polk,  of  Tennessee,  in  1844. 


(gtyrUKL  CLIb'TOX  ICARRON,  a  succe.ss- 

/j\  ful  business  man  of  Livingston 
yJLv  Countv,  is  a  w  el  1 -k  nown  contractor, 
"  and  is  also  the  owner  ot  a  large 
laiuletl  estate.  He  proudly  claims  Living-ton 
as  the  countv  ol  his  birth,  which  occurred  on 
the  farm  wbci-e  he  now  resides,  June  17,  1847, 
being  a  son  ot  Abel  Hari'on,  who  was  born  in 
Hel  lows  b'alls,  \'t. ,  in  1  Soi . 

His  giandfather,  Jonathan  Rarron,  was  for 
man)'  )'ears  a  resident  of  \'erniont,  and  in  1823 
emigrated  to  this  .State  with  his  family,  mak- 
ing the  entire  journe)'  with  ox  teams.  He 
was  a  man  ol  jiropeilv,  and,  alter  making  his 
first  purchase  of  land  in  the  southern  pait  of 
i\Iount  Morris,  bought  a  still  larger  tiacl  ot 
land  in  the  town  of  Nunila. 

.'\bel  Harron  was  a  )'oung  man  of  twent)'-tw() 
years  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  this 
county.  His  father  assisted  him  in  the  jnu'- 
chase  of  eighty  acres  of  land  boi'deriiig  on  the 
Creek  Road,  extending  trom  Mount  Moiiis  to 
Nunda.  In  the  small  clearing  that  hail  been 
alread)'  made  on  the  place  stood  a  frame  house 
which  had  tormeilv  been  used  as  a  tavern. 
Aftei'  settling  there  Mr.  Rari'on  began  the 
woik  of  clearing  the  land  and  tilliiig  the  soil, 
and  eie  his  tlcath  had  a  valuable  antl  well-cul- 
tivated farm,  on  which  the  im|)rovements 
rankeil  with  the  best  in  the  vicinity.  He 
mairied  Maigarel  Norton,  a  native  of  llawley, 
N.\'.,  who  was  of  New  bjigland  ancestiy,  her 
parents,  Daniel  and  Catherine  (Hurlew)  Nor- 
ton, having  been  of  Connecticut  birth.  I  hey 
weie  idoneers  of  Mount  Morris,  where  Mr. 
Noiton  leclaimetl  a  larni  from  the  wilderness, 
and  there  passrd  the  declining  vears  ot  his 
lite.  His  widow,  the  niothei'  o|  ouj-  subject, 
now  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Catherine  l\ecd.  b'our  children  were  boiai  to 
Mr.  and  Mis.  Abel  Harron.  llaiiiel  L.  Har- 
i'on mairied  MIcIku'I  Dovvling,  ol  Nunda.  .\. 
Cliltoii  is  the  subject  of  this  briel  sketch, 
'riiornton  M.  lesides  in  Mount  .Morris.  Cath- 
erine A.  is  the  wile  ol  llerbeit  Reed. 

A.  Clifton  liarron  tirst  puisued  the  path  of 
kiiowledgc  in  the  district  school  ol  his  native 
town,  and  at  the  age  ol  seventeen  ve.us  began 
teaching,  contiiuung  his  ])ed.igog'ica  1  career 
three   vears,  his    last    vear   being  spent  as  an 
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i iislructor  in  tlic  W'cstoii  Military  Institute  at 
Weston,  near  Xorwalk,  Conn.  Mr.  liarron 
then  matriculateil  at  Cornell  Uni\'ersit},  en- 
tering;' with  the  class  of  i  CS69,  antl  remaining' 
as  a  student  of  that  institution  three  )ears. 
The  foUouiii;^^  year  he  resunieil  his  position  as 
a  teacher  in  tlie  Military  Iiistitute,  i;oing 
thence  to  the  Rock\'  Mountains  as  a  hook- 
keeper  for  a  tirni  of  contiactors  on  the  luiion 
Pacific  kail\va\-.  It  was  there  that  Mr.  Bar- 
ron ol)taineil  his  hrst  insight  into  his  present 
business;  and  he  soon  after  became  a  contrac- 
tor on  his  own  account,  continuiiig  this  busi- 
ness until  the  present  tiiiie,  his  ability  fitting 
him  for  his  position;  and  his  operations  ex- 
tend o\er  a  large  territory,  included  in  many 
different  States.  .Succeediiig  his  father  in  the 
ownership  ot  the  old  homestead  propert)',  Mr. 
Barron  has  added  to  its  acreage,  so  that  it  now 
contains  three  hundred  acres.  He  has  im- 
proved the  building's  and  grounds,  thus  adding 
much  to  their  beautv,  antl  has  now  one  of  the 
hiiest  country  seats  in  Livingston  County. 

On  November  11,  iHS(),  Mr.  Barron  was 
united  in  iiian  iage  with  Harriet  Jeanette  Row- 
land, who  was  born  in  Southijcjrt,  Conn.  Her 
paternal  grandfather,  .Samuel  Rowland,  was  an 
e.\tensi\'e  farmer  of  W  eston,  Fairfield  Comity, 
Conn.,  where  he  spent  tlie  entire  period  of  his 
life.  He  was  twite  marrietl,  the  maitlen 
nanie  of  his  hrst  wife  being  Rachel  C'oley. 
After  lier  tleath  he  marrietl  Hairiet  Sherwootl, 
who  bore  him  one  son,  .Samuel  S.  Rowlantl, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  ]5arron.  Samuel  S.  inher- 
ited his  father's  estate,  antl  was  for  many 
years  engaged  in  general  farniing.  He  was  an 
enterprising  and  able  business  man,  and  at  one 
time  was  one  ot  the  Hirectors  of  the  Cnion 
Lacitic  Railway  Compau)'.  I'he  later  )eLUs  of 
his  lite  weie  passed  in  retiiement  at  South- 
port,  Conn.,  where  he  tlietl  in  iS,S5.  Mr. 
Rowland  married  Lmih'  Colethorpe,  a  n,iti\e 
of  Southport,  antl  the  daugiiter  of  Walter  antl 
ILittie  (Sherwootl)  Colethorije.  She  was  an 
accomplished  woman,  hax  ing  received  her  edu- 
cation at  the  Hol\()ke  .Seminary,  from  which 
she  was  gratluated  in  her  twentieth  year.  .She 
boi'c  her  husband  live  chiltlren  —  Hai'rifl  J., 
lulith  S. ,  Henry  L.,  Herbert  S. ,  antl  ALuy 
The  two  elder  daughters   were   educatetl  at 


Al)l)ott  .Acadeni}',  at  Antlo\ei',  Mass.;  lleni'\, 
at  Ya\u  College;  Heiberl,  at  I'rofc.^sor  \'ate.-i's 
school,  ill  .Saratoga;  antl  Mai)',  in  Xew  Jla\en. 


\C\)f  .WXK   J.   W'OODRL'l- belongs  to 
A^^V  well-known,    influential,    ami  es- 

teemed jjioneer  tamily  (it  Living- 
ston Count)',  its  prdgeiiitor,  Sidomun  W'ood- 
rult,  li'om  Connecticut,  ha\ing'  settletl  in 
Li\'onia  more  than  one  huiulietl  )ear:^  ago. 
(b'tir  ancestral  histor)'see  sketch  t)f  l^uell  1). 
W'ootlruff. )  The  subject  ot  tliis  biograpli ical 
notice  was  born  in  Lixdiiia  on  the  jijth  of 
ALuch,  1824.  He  was  etlucatetl  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  acatlemy,  after  which  lie 
taught  schoid  three  terms;  naiiie]\',  two  tei'ms 
in  the  atljoining  town  of  Conesus,  antl  tJiie  at 
Canatlice,  Ontario  Count)'.  Since  that  time 
he  has  been  a  farmer  and  stocktlealer.  .Mr. 
W'otxlruff  first  bought  a  farm  in  Conesus, 
which  he  culti\atetl  for  ten  )'ears.  Selling 
the  [iropert)'  at  the  expiration  of  that  periotl, 
he  reliirnetl  to  Livonia,  where  he  ])urchasetl 
the  Augustus  Cibbs  place,  uiion  which  he  has 
e\'er  since  resitletl.  He  marrietl  Mis^,  Calista 
Chapiii,  antl  is  tlie  father  li\'  that  union  of  two 
chiltlren  —  i-'retl  antl  Charles.  l-'red  marrietl 
Josie  l)e\'eiiger.  1  he\'  lia\e  rt\e  chiltlren, 
antl  live  in  Lixdiiia.  Charles  married  Miss 
Helen  Kellogg,  of  Rochester,  and  the\-  ha\e 
twt)  chiltlren.  Mr.  W'ootlruff 's  hist  wife  tlied, 
antl  he  tormetl  a  secoiitl  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  Sherwootl.  Their  one  daughter,  (Jer- 
truile,  i>  the  wile  ot  Mr.  \\.  C.  Brainartl,  tor- 
merly  of  Iowa,  now  living  in  L^tah.  l'"or  nine 
years  Mi'.  Wdviie  j.  Woodruff  servetl  efficientl)' 
as  justice  ol  the  I'e.ice  in  L'onesu>.  Hoth  he 
and  his  wile  aie  members  ol  the  I'resbv  teri.in 
church.  His  hist  vote  wa>  c.ist  foi'  /ach.n  v 
l  av  lor  in  1848.  He  li.is  been  a  lo\  .il  adherent 
ot    the   i-iejiubl ican  part)'  since  its  lormatioii. 


IHTCH  DLNTON,  of  Genesee  1-all.s, 
.  W)oming  Ctiuntv,  now  residing  on  the 
(dtl  Bigelow  tarm,  was  born  in  Cau- 
andaigua,  Ontaiio  County,  N.\'.,  l'\'bru.u'\' 
17,  1S47.  His  father,  L/ra  V .  Hentim,  w.is 
burn   I-'ebruary  14,  1816,  aiul  was  a  native  uf 
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Gushcn,  ()r;ingc  CAJunt)',  where  his  grand- 
father, Nehemiah,  was  a  resilient,  belonging-  to 
the  agricultural  class. 

l£zra  I'\  Denton  was  but  six  weeks  old  when 
his  father  died;  and  the  boy  thus  early  left 
fatherless  remained  with  his  mother  till  the 
age  of  eight  yeais,  when  he  was  placed  in  the 
care  of  a  neighbor.  In  his  new  home  he  was 
expected  to  make  himstdf  useful,  but  was 
allowed  to  attend  school  until  the  age  of 
sixteen,  at  which  time  he  began  to  learn  the 
carpenter's  traile.  This  he  followed  for  thirty- 
five  )'ears,  var)-ing  it  or  combining  it  with 
farming  a  part  of  the  time.  After  remaining 
ten  years  in  Canandaigua,  where  he  was  mar- 
rieil,  he  removed  to  Allegany  County,  where 
he  sta)-ed  two  years.  Leaving  his  family 
there,  lie  went  to  Illinois,  and  worked  at  his 
trade  for  two  years.  Returning  at  the  end  of 
that  time,  he  then  took  his  family  to  Oil 
City,  Venango  Count}',  I'a.,  remaining  there 
ten  years.  In  1 88 1  he  came  to  the  town  of 
Genesee  h'alls,  Wyoming  County,  N.Y., 
and  settleil  in  the  \illage  of  Silver  Springs, 
where  he  is  now  living  retired  from  acti\'e 
life.  His  wife,  I'olly  R.  I'Ttch,  was  born 
March  i6,  1826,  daughter  of  Joshua  Fitch, 
a  native  Ontario  County.  Their  one  child 
is  I''/ra  l^'itch  Denton,  the  s|)ecial  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

1^.  b'itch  Denton  spent  his  early  years  with 
his  father  in  Oil  City  on  the  Alleghany  River, 
Penns)lvania.  He  attentled  the  schools  of 
that  place,  and  when  old  enough  learned  his 
father's  trade  of  carpenter,  being  associated 
with  his  father  in  that  buNiness  and  also  tliat 
of  larming  alter  the  lemox'al  of  the  family  to 
Cenesee  I'~all>  ami  until  his  lather  retired. 
He  now  canies  on  successfully  two  farms, 
aggregating  two  hundred  Lind  n  i  nety-se\'en 
acres  of  land,  which  is  in  a  good  state  of  cul- 
ti\'ation,  and  is  very  productivi;. 

In  1 88 1  Mr.  Denton  was  married  to  Miss 
Lillian  15.  Higelow,  born  April  15,  iSCu, 
daughter  of  Anson  Higelow,  a  native  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. Mr.  Higelow  was  born  August 
II,  1792,  antl  at  the  age  of  eight  years  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Montgomery  County, 
New  \'ork,  where  he  remained  until  his  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Marian  M.  Leggett.     He  came 


to  Wyoming  County  in  1817,  and  settled  on 
the  tarm  now  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mr^.  Den- 
ton, and  here  remained  until  his  death,  Sep- 
tendici"  II,  1879,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  He  was  twice  married,  having  five 
children  by  his  first  wife,  Marian.  His  second 
marriage,  to  Olive  1{.  Ro)ce,  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  Denton,  occurretl  Jul\'  6,  1859.  Mrs. 
Oli\'e  L.  Higelow  was  born  in  Darien,  Gen- 
esee County,  N.\'.,  Alay  4,  1826,  and  now 
lives  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Denton.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  ]•].  Litch  Denton  have  three  children; 
namely,  Harold  A.,  Ruhama,  and  Lois  K. 
Mrs.  Denton's  father  was  one  of  the  original 
founders  of  the  Hajitist  church  of  Castile, 
N.Y.  Mis.  Denton  is  a  member  of  the  l-"ree 
Will  Haptist  church  in  Like. 

]\Ir.  Denton  is  a  Republican  in  jxditics. 
and  is  a  man  who  takes  a  keen  interest  in 
questions  of  good  government,  both  local  and 
national.  He  possesses  a  large  sliare  of  the 
success-compelling  (pialities  of  perseverance 
and  iiulustry,  for  which  he  finds  ample  scojje 
in  the  management  of  his  farms  and  other 
business  interests.  He  ;ui(.l  his  lamilv  are 
among  the  most  respectetl  resitienls  ol  (ienesee 
Falls'. 


J"^WIGHT  C.  WI':LL1':R,  a  native  of 
=1  Livingston  County,  New  York,  was 
9J  ])orn  July  20,  1826.  His  paternal 
grantlfather,  I'hioch  \Wller,  went 
from  Massachusetts  to  New  \'ork  before  the 
War  of  181 2,  but  returning  to  the  old  Hay 
State  I'emained  there  until  after  the  close  of 
the  \va|-.  In  1815  he  collected  his  household 
eftects,  and  moved  his  wile  an«l  cliilch'en  to 
\'ork,  Li\-ingston  Count),  and  buiU  a  fiame 
house,  which  is  still  standing.  Tiiere  he 
l>assed  the  roiiainder  ot  his  life.  His  wife 
was  khoda  Catlwell.  She  was  of  Scotch  de- 
scent, and  survived  her  husl)an(l  some  \ears. 

Their  son,  Lerr)'  D.,  was  boi  11  in  Herkshire 
Count}',  .Massacluisetts,  where  he  received  his 
education,  and  as  soon  as  able  assistcil  in  the 
work  on  the  Li\ingston  County  farm,  of 
wdiich  he  became  entire  owner  b}-  inirchasing 
the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  after  his 
lather's  death.     The  homestead   consisted  of 
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fifty  acres ;  and,  as  he  had  previously  boiii^ht 
a  trad  of  the  same  extent,  he  thus  ijecanie  tlie 
owner  of  one  hundred  acres.  At  that  time 
Rochester  was  tlie  market  to  wliich  all  farm 
produce  was  taken  and  from  which  provisions 
were  obtained,  and  thither  the  lund)ei-  was 
drifted  down  h)  r.itts. 

I'erry  I).  Widler  was  twice  mariied,  his 
first  wife  beiny  Miss  ])elia  Crosby,  of  York, 
who  became  the  mother  of  four  children — • 
Dwiglit  C,  Nancy,  Addison,  and  I']liza.  The 
second  ]\[rs.  W'eller  was  Melinda  Coif. 
There  were  three  chiUlren  of  this  marriage, 
two  of  whom  are  lix  ing  —  Ilenry  and  hdlen. 
Mr.  Wellei'  died  on  the  idd  li(jmestead  in  the 
fifty-fifth  year  of  his  aL;e. 

l)wiL;iit  C.  Weller,  who  represents  the  third 
generation  of  the  W'eller  family  in  this  local- 
ity, was  educateil  in  the  district  schools  of 
York,  and  lias  alwa)s  been  a  farmer.  In  1861 
he  married  Miss  IClecta  Lindsley,  a  daui^hter 
of  Solomon  Lindsle)',  nf  Lakeville.  Of  the 
three  children  born  to  this  union,  but  one  is 
now  living.  Willie  and  I'^lla  died  young,  the 
latter  when  a  niaiilen  of  finirteen  years.  The 
surviving  son,  Charles,  resides  at  the  old 
home,  which  was  the  birthplace  of  his  father, 
and  manages  the  farm.  He  married  Miss  Ida 
Dinimick,  of  Dansville,  and  has  a  family  of 
four  children  ])on,  llu)dar,  Mary,  antl  Nel- 
lie. These  chiklren  aie  the  fifth  generation 
of  the  old  ami  lu)noied  name  of  Weller  who 
have  livetl  here,  setting  a  worthy  examjile  of 
steadfast  thrift  ami  honest  worth. 

The  i)resent  resilience  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Weller,  which  adjidns  the  old  jdace,  was 
built  by  Mr.  Weller  in  1883.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  membeis  of  the  York  Centre  i5a[j- 
tist  church,  and  in  his  political  faith  he  is  a 
Republ  ican. 


OSLAII  C.  SHORT,  a  prosperous  agri- 
culturist of  Livingston  County,  New 
York,  residing  at  Hemlock  Laki.',  in 
the  town  of  Livonia,  was  born  in  kicli- 
niond,  Ontario  County,  I'ebruary  8,  1825. 
His  pateiiial  grandfather,  Manasseh  Short, 
was  a  uati\e  of  I'iehoboth,  Bristol  County, 
Mass.  ;  and  the  farm  upon  which  he  lived  and 


died  is  still  in  the  possession  ol  the  famil)', 
wlio  have  held  this  estate  for  se\'en  gen- 
erations. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Jo.^icih  C.  Short,  who  al.M) 
bore  the  name  of  Josiah,  came  in  l8j2  to  On- 
tario County,  New  \'oi"k,  where  he  located  a 
faiaii,  and  returned  to  Massachusetts  on  fnot. 
'I'wo  years  later  he  came  back  In  ()ntarii» 
Count}'  with  his  yoinig  wile  ami  their  earthly 
possessions.  The  journey  was  made  in  a 
wagon,  and  occu])ied  ten  (la)'s.  This  faini  in 
Richmond  was  sold  by  him  in  1832;  and  one 
was  bought  in  Livonia,  a  border  tnwn  in  the 
ailjoining  count)' of  Lix  ingston,  to  which  [dace 
he  and  his  family  moved.  A  frame  liouse  was 
erected  at  the  time  of  the  [jurchase,  in  which 
the  last  days  of  his  life  were  spent.  He  clietl 
here  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  His 
wife  before  her  marriage  was  Miss  Sarah  1'. 
Carpenter,  of  Bristol  Count)-,  Massacliusett.-i. 
The)'  reared  six  children,  all  of  whom  ai'e  li\'- 
ing  with  the  excej^tion  (jf  one  daughter,  Mary. 
The  order  of  their  birth  is  as  fidlows:  Josiah 
C,  Orren  L.,  .S.  T.,  Anna,  Mary,  and  Lu- 
rana  N. 

Josiah  C,  the  first-born  and  the  original  of 
this  pen  sketch,  was  eilucated  in  the  district 
schools,  which  afforded  a  gond  plain  etiucation 
to  those  who  were  able  and  willing  to  stud)' 
intelligently,  and  at  the  age  of  twent)'-i)ne 
began  to  work  on  a  neighboring  farm  b\'  the 
month.  Thei"e  is  a  due  need  <if  prai^e  ac- 
corded to  honest  [iractical  effort  that  does  nut 
disdain  small  beginnings  and  works  on 
through  the  discouragements  of  ai)pLirentl\' 
small  returns.  I'his  ciuiiniemlatiun  beloii_;s 
justly  to  Mr.  Shurt,  who  li'oni  a  \'ouiig  farm 
labtirer  has  risen  lo  hi^  present  place  among 
the  landeil  jiroprietors  of  his  count)-.  In 
1855  he  bought  the  farm  un  which  he  now  re- 
sides, and  is  the  owner  ut  three  bundled  and 
twenty  broad  aci"es  ot  L'rtile  land  in  Lixing- 
ston  County,  besides  a  farm  in  Cass  CnuiU\-, 
Michigan. 

Josiah  C.  Short  married  Miss  I'^sther  IC. 
Weller.  the  ilaugliter  uf  Ilenry  Weller,  of 
I'ittslield,  Mass.;  .mil  the  farm  upon  whiili  he 
now  lives  was  once  the  piopertx  of  his  father- 
in-law,  who  settled  upun  it  in  iSoi).  Ihe 
old  log  house  which  he  built  here  in  the  early 
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years  of  the  century  was  located  near  a  grand 
old  ehn-tree,  tliat  was  assdciated  with  the 
Colonial  history,  and  whose  historic  hranches 
cast  i:;iatelid  sliadows  about  the  door  of  the 
humble  abode  of  the  newl\'  arrived  inhaln- 
t, lilts,  'i'o  Air.  and  Alls.  .Short  three  children 
xwre  born  -Amelia  1{.,  W'eller  J.,  and  Mary. 
W'ellei'  married  Aliss  .Silva  RlcCrossen,  antl 
lives  on  his  father's  farm  in  Michi<4'an.  lie 
has  one  chiUl,  Kiith.  Alary  married  J.  1  ). 
.Sullivan.  Thrv  li\e  at  Li\onia  .Station,  and 
have  two  children  --(lilberl  ami  Mar)'. 

Mr.  .Short  has  not  negdected  that  first  duty 
of  citizenship,  the  exercise  of  the  franchise  in 
ijehalf  of  n'ood  i;"o\ernment,  and  is  interested 
in  the  vital  political  issues  of  the  times.  His 
first  Presidential  \'ote  was  cast  in  1848  for  the 
her(j  of  l^uena  A'ista,  Zachary  Taylor;  l)ut 
fi-om  1856  he  has  been  a  mend:)er  of  the  party 
which  in  that  year  nominated  John  C.  hdx- 
mont  for  the  I'resiilenc)',  the  Republican. 

A  portrait  of  this  worthy  rural  New  Yorker 
of  New  l'ji;j;land  ancestr)'  <;races  another  page 
of  the  "Review,"  adding  uncpiest ionably  to 
the  interest  and  \'alue  of  the  foregoing  recortl. 


'()1:L  W.  l^RISroL,  dealer  in  general 
merchandise  at  (laines\  ille,  was  born 
in  that  town,  Decendjer  2,  1835.  llis 
grandfather,  William  Bristol,  whose 
]iarents  came  to  this  Stati,'  from  Connecticut, 
was  boiii  in  C  anaan,  Cidumbia  County.  In 
1805,  while  in  the  employ  of  the  Holland 
i'urchase  L"ompan\-,  he  locatetl  about  fifteen 
hundred  acres  of  land,  and  built  a  log  house 
near  the  site  now  occu])ied  b)'  the  store  of  his 
grandson.  As  the  settlement  grew,  he  pie- 
sented  the  town  with  the  land  for  cemetery, 
churches,  and  schoiddiouse  sites.  He  was  the 
first  .Superx'isoi-,  one  of  the  first  School  Com- 
missiouers,  and  in  1823  the  representative  of 
his  clisti'ict  in  the  .State  Assemldy,  being  a 
\ei'\'  |irominent  leader  in  his  day.  His  wife, 
who  before  her  mairiage  was  Mai'tha  .Ste\'ens, 
became  the  mothei'  of  a  large  family,  of  wIkjui 
but  two  are  now  1  i\  ing  15en jamin  F.  ;  and 
William,  a  sketch  of  whom  ajipears  elsewlKie 
in  this  work. 

lienjamin  1'.  Bristol,  father  of  Joel  W. ,  was 


born  June  11,  1811.  His  |)resent  residence, 
o\-erlooking  tlie  beautiful  \alle\' of  ( iainesxd  1  le, 
stands  out  w  ith  pleasant  pi  om  i  iieiice  aga i  n^l  the 
r(d!iug  backgi'iauid  ol  gieeu  and  lerliR-  iaini 
lands.  I'dom  the  pia/./,a  he  lan  look  upon  ihe 
house  where  hi^  giandlather  lived  and  dieil  ; 
while  just  be\ond  is  ihe  home  ol  his  childhood, 
wheie  li\ed  his  ialhei'  lo|-  more  than  hall  of  a 
centur)".  b  rom  pioneer  stock  ol  I'urilan  com- 
position and  characteristics  he  lias  a  \'igor- 
ous,  bus\-,  and  most  honorable  life  lulhUed 
the  pi'omise  ol  his  inheritance.  W  ell  e(piipi)etl 
with  uudoubled  paliiotisin  and  sound  educa- 
tional ret|uirements,  he  entered  the  [lolitical 
arena,  being  an  eaiaiest  atKocate  of  the  pi  inci- 
ples  ot  the  Republican  part  v. 

He  earl}'  took  a  warm  interest  in  local  gov- 
ernment, and  his  town  and  count)'  ha\e  hon- 
ored hiin  and  shown  their  ai)[)reciation  of  his 
worth  by  choosing  hini  to  man\'  offices  of  trust 
and  importance,  among  them  the  fidlowiug: 
Supervisor,  Constable,  Highwa\'  Cominis- 
sioner,  Railroad  Coiiim issioner ;  and,  although 
a  Whig  in  a  JJemocratic  town,  he  was  the  first 
no-license  candidate  ever  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  which  office  he  held  loi'  twent)'-four 
years.  He  was  also  .Su])ervisor  ol  the  Boor  h.ir 
the  Count)'  of  \\'\'oming  twenty-eight  )'ears, 
his  sensible  \  iews  and  sound  judgment  giving 
the  most  satisfactory'  results  to  both  the  iK'ople 
and  the  deijcndents.  While  atteiuling  a  State 
comention,  he  introduced  the  resolution  for 
the  removal  of  children  froin  countv  houses 
throughout  the  .State,  which  was  niet  with 
approx'al.  He  still  resides  on  the  old  larm  in 
(lainesxille,  now  at  the  ,id\anced  age  of 
eig"ht)'-four  )'eai's,  a  wel  l-[ii"esi.'i"\ etl  and  acti\'e- 
brained  old  gentleman;  and  .iround  him,  or 
near  b\',  live  his  sons  and  grandchildren,  all  of 
whom   do   him   honor.     Air.   and    Mrs.   15.  \'. 


Bristol  are 


oth 


.mbers   of  the  Congrega- 


tional church,  and  for  niau)'  years  ha\'e  taken  a 
\'ery  prominent  part  in  [iromoiing  its  j)rosper- 
ity  and  usefulness.  He  inarrieil  Alaigaret  A. 
Havis,  daughter  ol  Joel  H.ivis,  a  native  of 
I'reble,  Onondaga  Countv,  .\.  \'.  None  in  the 
coinmunity  are  more  respected  than  "I'lu  le 
Hen"  —  as  he  is  lamiliarh'  called  — and  his 
estimable  wile.  1'o  Henj.imin  \' .  Hristol  .uid 
his  wife  were   born  bi.\  chiUhen- — Joel   W.  ; 
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James,  a  prominent  citizen  of  tlie  town;  Cory- 
tlon  1).,  deceased;  Tlieodoi-e,  deceased;  Mar- 
tin at  present  residing'  at  Rochester;  and 
Ik'njamin  I''.,  Jr.,  wlio  remains  with  the  a,L;"ed 
couple  on  tile  old  homestead. 

Joel  W.  Hrist(d  received  his  education  in 
the  district  and  select  schools  of  (iaines\ille, 
and  at  an  eail\'  a^e  he^an  the  mercantile  luisi- 
ness  1)\'  entering;"  the  store  ol  A.  W'ehster  at 
Warsaw,  where  he  remained  two  )ears.  lie 
then  en^a^ed  with  Mr.  i^rownell  at  h.ast 
(iaines\  i  1  le,  w  ith  whom  he  lemaineil  two)  ears 
nKH'o,  and  in  went  to  Minnesota.  I'pon 

his  retain  iuist  he  commenced  l)usiness  on  his 
ow  n  account,  moving"  in  i  S66  into  the  stoi'e 
which  he  now  occupies.  In  188S  he  took  in 
partnershi|j  l'"red  M.,  his  eklest  son,  a  l)riL;"ht 
and  capable  \ounj;-  man.  They  have  a  \er)' 
large  and  jirosperons  business;  and  the  firm  of 
J.  W.  J5ristol  &  Son  stands  as  one  of  the  most 
reliable  in  the  county.  Mr.  Bristol,  like  his 
father,  is  a  Ivepublican  in  politics.  He  was 
for  eighteen  \ears  Postmaster,  having  been 
appointed  by  .Montgomcr)'  Hlair,  First  Assist- 
ant Postmaster  (General  under  Lincoln's  Lid- 
ministration,  and  continuing  in  the  office  until 
1.S82.  He  was  'I'own  Clerk  for  several  years, 
was  elected  Super\'isoi'  in  1N94  for  two  )-ears, 
and  has  for  fifteen  \ears  been  Notary  I'ulilic. 
lie  has  been  a  member  of  the  Ivepubliian 
County  Committee  se\'eral  years,  and  is  also 
one  of  the  Congressional  Committee  for  the 
'rhirt)--first  District.  He  is  Secretary  and 
chairman  of  the  Ciaines\ille  Salt  Company, 
has  been  Secretary  and  Trustee  of  ALai)le  Gro\'e 
Cemetery  since  its  incorjioration,  and  has 
always  been  a  most  earnest  woiker  for  eveiy- 
thing  which  had  for  its  object  the  geneial 
ad\ancement  of  his  town,  the  interests  of 
education,  and  the  aitl  of  his  fellow-men.  Mr. 
iiristol  was  for  many  years  a  School  Trustee, 
and,  while  in  office,  was  mainly  instrumental 
in  ha\ing  the  school  changed  to  a  union 
school.  lie  was  also  chairman  of  the  Ivxeiii- 
ti\'e  Committee  which  secured  Regents'  super- 
\ision  for  the  school,  the  State  Hoard  of 
Regents  later  conferring  upon  him  the  honor 
of  being  ]\egents'  L,\amiiier  for  the  school. 

On  Ma)-  II,  i»sr)4,  Mr.  Hiistol  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mary  K.  Merrill,  daughter  of 


C\-rus  Alerrill,  a  merchant  of  I'crr)-.  Thev 
then  niowd  into  the  Iioilnc  which  the\-  now 
occup),  haxiiig  impnned  and  beautified  tlieii" 
home  as  time  has  blessed  tliem  with  ])io.spcr- 
ity.  (  )[  tills  union  foin  (.hihhen  weie  born  — 
I'^'cd  M.,  ill  business  witli  his  lather;  Clara 
.A.,  a  graduate  of  llie  (ieiiesco  Xornial  Sdioul, 
and  now  leaching  in  tlie  liigh  schoul  .it  War- 
saw; C)  rus  W. ,  w  ho  is  in  the  Ijoot  and  shoe 
business  at  ( ia i nes\  i  1  le  ;  and  Mar\"  \  ~.. ,  the 
)dungest,  w  ho  is  \  et  in  schoid.  Mr.  liristol 
has  a  taniil)-  ol  which  he  is  and  ma\-  well  \iv 
proud,  and  is  a  worth)-  descendant  of  cUi  u\d 
and  honorable  ancestr)-. 


I'.RNARD  HAMSHER  OBI^R- 
Dr)Rh\  Secretary  and  Manager  of 
Our  Home  Granula  Company  and  the 
active  member  of  Oberdorf  &  Kd- 
wards,  Insurance  and  Real  Lstate  Agents,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Sparta,  N.Y.,  hT'bruary 
3,  1855.  His  father,  Peter  J.  Oberdorf, 
was  born  in  the  same  town;  but  his  grand- 
father, Joseph  Oberdorf,  was  a  native  of  Sun- 
bur)-,  Pa.,  who  settled  as  a  pioneer  in  the 
early  (la)s  of  S[)arta,  and  cleared  up  a  tract  of 
laml  one  mile  south  of  Scottsburg.  He  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuit.s  here  until  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  on  wliat  is  known  as  Chestnut 
Ridge,  w-here  he  died  in  185 1,  at  the  age  of 
fort)--niiie  )-ears. 

Peter  J.  Oberdorf,  third  of  si.\  children, 
was  born  Novenilier  24,  1828.  He  passed  his 
earl)'  da)-s  at  the  lioniesteaLl  of  his  parents,  and 
afterward  became  an  independent  farmer, 
Dccupying  and  owning  se\-eral  different  farms 
in  S[)artr  and  West  Sparta  until  i  S60.  At 
the  opening  of  the  Rebellion  his  home  was  in 
Hansville.  Patriotism  [)rompte(l  him  to  re- 
spond to  his  country's  need,  and  he  eni-olled 
as  a  musician  in  Company  I  of  the  old  Thir- 
teenth Regiment  of  \'olunteers.  After  serv- 
ing three  months,  the  period  required  by  his 
first  enlistment,  he  joined  the  Twenty-seventh 
New  \'ork  Infantry  in  the  fall  of  1861,  ami 
servetl  until  after  the  Peninsular  campaign  in 
1862,  when  he  re-enlisted,  this  time  in  the 
Twenty-first  New  York  Cavalry,  with  which 
he  continued  imtil  the  close  of  the  war.  On 
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being  mustered  out  he  returned  to  Dansville. 
Since  then  he  lias  been  a  professional  musi- 
cian, being  well  and  favorabl)'  known  as  an 
excellent  teacher  and  playei'.  In  the  spring 
of  1884  Rochester  became  his  home,  where, 
active  in  musical  affairs,  he  is  engaged  in  pro- 
fessional work,  being  incorjiorator  and  Presi- 
dent of  iht-  l''ift)  -f()Ui  th  Regiment  Hand  and 
ex- I'lesidtMit  ol  tlie  Rnchcsler  Protective  Mu- 
sical A-isi)ciatiim. 

i  he  mai(K'n  nariie  ni  ]\lis.  (  )berdorf,  mother 
of  Bernard,  was  Susannah  H.  llamsher,  daugh- 
ter of  ]>ernard  llamshei",  lor  whom  our  sub- 
ject was  iiamecL  Jk'rnard  llamsher  was  a 
|iioneer  of  Sparta;  and  his  children  were  born 
in  a  log  house,  which  lormed  his  |)rimiti\'e 
ilwcllin'''.  lie  was  actixe  in  rcliLcious  mat- 
ti.'rs,  being  one  of  the  organi/ers  and  first 
officers  of  St.  Jolm's  Lutheran  Church.  Suc- 
cessful in  agriculture,  he  passed  his  entire 
life  upon  his  farm.  Mrs.  01)erdorf,  the  sec- 
ond of  six  children,  and  born  October  17, 
iSj8,  became  the  wife  of  Peter  J.  Oberdorf 
March  31,  1853.  Idic)'  reared  three  out  of 
lour  chihh'en  born  to  them  —  Bernard  II.; 
Una,  wlio  married  Robert  j.  Kelso,  of  Roch- 
ester, and  died  July  15,  1893,  at  the  age  of 
tliirt)--five  years;  and  \V.  S.,  one  of  the  editors 
anil  jiroprietors  of  the  l)ans\'ille  AdiuTtisij, 
a  sketch  oi  whom  ai^pears  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Roth  Mr.  antl  Mrs.  P.  J.  Oberdorf  are 
members  of  tlie  Presbyterian  church  of  Dans- 
N'ille,  with  whicli  the)'  united  by  letter  from 
the  West  S|)arta  l'resb)terian  church  in  l86l. 
l'"or  man}'  years  Air.  Obeid(Mf  was  leader  of 
the  choir  of  this  church. 

Hernartl  H.  Oberdorf,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  came  to  I)ans\  illL'  with  his  parents  at 
the  age  of  six  }ears,  where  he  attentled  a 
select  school  and  afterward  the  Dansville 
.Seminar)-.  .\t  thirteen  he  entered  the  office 
ot  the  Dansville  . /(/.-'(///ye/- as  an  apprentice, 
where  he  remained  thirteen  years.  During 
this  time  not  only  was  the  jjrinter's  trade 
t borough !)■  karm-d,  but  also  considerable  ex- 
perience acquired,  liisl  as  foreman  of  the 
mechanical  department  and  later  at  reportorial 
work  in  the  editorial  l)rancli  of  the  office.  At 
twenty-six  his  health  was  so  impaired  by  con- 
stant  indoor  confinement  that  for  some  time 


he  was  unable  to  attend  to  any  business;  but, 
as  soon  as  health  [jermitteil,  lie  undertook  in- 
surance as  local  agent,  anil  later  became  clerk 
foi'  Contractors  during;  the  con.st  ruct  ion  of  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad. 
Me  followed  this  occupation  for  some  time  in 
l^ansville  and  also  at  L)'ons,  where  he  re- 
mained about  six  months.  Tluai  he  returned 
to  Dansville,  and  accepted  a  ])osition  with 
()ur  Home  (iranula  Compan\',  the  manufact- 
urers ol  ■■granula,"'  a  cidebi'.ited  health  food, 
originated  b)'  James  0.  Jackson,  the  louuder 
of  the  tamous  Jackson  .Sanatorium.  Since 
then  he  has  constantly  been  ideiitihetl  with 
the  com  pan)',  first  on  salary  and  afterward  as 
one  of  the  partners.  Through  his  untiring 
eff(jrt.-,  and  piogressive  iileas  the  company  has 
attained  prominence  aiul  wide  mercantile  rei)u- 
tation.  The  food  called  granula  is  a  nutid- 
tious  product  from  wheat.  Appreciation  of  its 
worth  and  its  sales  are  increasing  rapidly  o\'er 
an  extended  territor)',  which  includes  almost 
ever)'  ci\ili/ed  country.  Mr.  Oberdorf  also 
owns  an  insui'ance  and  real  estate  business, 
which  he  conducts  under  the  firm  name  of 
Oberdorf  iHr  bMwards,  having  finely  appointed 
offices  in  the  newly  constructed  plant  of  Our 
Home  Gianula  Company.  On  January  20, 
1886,  he  was  manied  to  Miss  Helen  G. 
Grant,  daughter  of  Cidonel  T.  P.  Grant,  a 
well-known  resident  and  formerly  a  prominent 
hardwaie  nierchant  of  Dansville,  whose  family 
occupy  a  high  position  in  Dansville.  A 
sketch  of  him  ai')i)ears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume. 

Mr.  ( )berdorf  is  a  member  of  PlKcnix 
Lodge,  No.  115,  V.  A.  M.,  in  which  he 
has  held  varimis  ollices  and  of  which  he  is 
now  Treasurer.  In  Canaseraga  Lodge,  Inde- 
pendent (  )rder  of  (  )(ld  h'ellows,  i\o.  12;,,  of 
Dansville,  he  has  held  all  the  princi[)al  ofhces, 
being  now  a  Past  Grand.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  Union  Hose  Comj^any  for  eleven 
years,  serving  as  Secretary  and  President,  and 
is  n(iW  an  exempt,  honorar)',  and  club  member 
of  that  organization.  He  wa-^  a  member  of 
the  Hoard  of  'I'rade,  and  is  connected  with 
several  social  societies,  including  the  Roches- 
ter Whist  Club.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
supporter  ot  the  Rei)ublican  part\",  whose  sue- 
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cess  he  is  actively  inxjinotin^.  At  this  time 
he  is  serv'iu;^'  liis  second  yeur  as  Trustee  of  the 
vilhi^e  board.  When  he  was  elected,  the 
Deinocral  ic  party  in  the  x  iUaye  was  conceded 
a  sate  inajorit)',  and  tlie  election  of  a  Repub- 
lican considered  difficult.  Sclf-niade,  capa- 
ble, energetic,  shrewd,  successful,  and  un- 
tiring' in  the  interests  of  those  he  repiesenls, 
he  has  accpiired  a  deber\'ed  reputation  and 
l)()|)ularit)-. 


L().\|;L  JOIIX  kORHACII,  a  prom- 
inent ownei'  ot  I'eal  estate,  of  (lent  seo, 
and  befi)re  the  Rebellinn  an  aiti\'e 
member  uf  the  State  militia  (being 
Colonel  of  the  i'dfty-ninth  Regiment  at  that 
time),  was  Ijorn  at  Xewton,  Sussex  County, 
N.J.,  December  S,  iSjf).  His  father,  Sam- 
uel, was  a  nati\e  of  the  same  tnwn,  born  Sep- 
tember 25,  I7<S3.  His  grandfather,  (ieorge 
Rorbach,  was  a  nat  i\ e  uf  the  village  of  Rohr- 
bach,  in  the  Duchy  of  liaden,  (jermany. 

At  the  age  of  tweh'c  years  George  R()rl)ach 
sailed  with  his  parents  for  America;  but  he 
was  the  onlv  member  of  the  family  to  reach 
the  New  W'oild,  the  otheis  ha\ing  died  dur- 
ing the  lorig  passage.  He  lantled  at  Amboy, 
X.J.,  which  at  that  time  was  a  rival  of  New 
Ynvk  as  a  ])ort  of  entree.  vMthough  a  poor 
orphan  in  a  strange  land,  he  managetl  to  ol)tain 
a  footing,  and  learnetl  the  trade  of  a  sadcUer. 
He  ser\-ed  in  the  Re\'(ilutionar)'  War,  and 
afterwaicl  settled  in  Newton,  where  he  died. 
He  marrietl  a  .Miss  l^dsher,  a  latly  of  luiglish 
birth,  and  bv  her  had  eight  chiUlren.  .Samuel 
Rorbach  succeeded  his  father  in  the  saddlery 
business,  and  was  a  lile-long  resident  of  New- 
ton. He  was  an  acti\ e  and  prominent  Whig, 
and  for  man\'  years  the  party  conx'cntions  weie 
held  in  his  house.  He  was  for  twenty-four 
\'ears  a  Justice  of  the  I'eace  and  Judge  of  the 
Couit  of  Conmion  I'leas,  and  died  in  h'ebruar)', 
1858.  He  married  in  1817  Margaret  Moriow, 
of  Sparta,  N.J.,  whose  parents  were  born  in 
Couiit\'  Antiiin,  lieland,  and  were  of  .Stotch 
ancestry.  .She  was  boin  .Se|)tend)er  11,  \Ji)fi, 
her  father  ha\dng  been  a  farmer  in  .Spaita. 
'I'heir  children  were  as  follows:  .Susan  M., 
born  December  4,  1818;  Charles  I'.,  August 


25,  1820;  (icorge  M.,  .September  7,  1822; 
.Sarah  I'.,  August  8,  1824;  John,  December 
8,  182(1;  I  Irnrietta,  Jaiuiai  \-  10,  |82();  Robert 
iM.,  .April  2  ^,  I  8  1  ;  h'lnma,  Januar\'  12, 
18^:;;  and  h.li/aheth  C. ,  ,\pi'il  2<),  18^3, 
i'dnrna  died  aged  one  \car. 

John  koihath  was  leared  and  educated  in 
his  native  town,  and  in  184:;  commenced  the 
sttid\'  oi  law  in  tlie  office  ol  Da\'id  d'hompson, 
Rs(|.,  at  Newton.  (  )n  |aiuiar\'  C<,  1848,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  began  the  pi'ac- 
tice  ol  his  prolcssion  in  his  nati\e  town,  which 
he  continued  until  1851),  when  he  eng.iged 
with  an  elder  brother  in  the  manuhicturing 
business  at  Newark.  There  lie  lemained  until 
1856,  at  which  time,  on  account  of  ill  health, 
he  was  forced  to  I'etire  after  selling  his  inter- 
est to  his  brothels,  He  went  to  Ccneseo, 
where  pre\dous  to  this  time  lie  had  accpiired  an 
interest  in  llie  hardwaie  business  in  connection 
wdtli  Cdiarles  h".  Dot)-,  his  brother-in-law,  but 
took  no  acti\e  jjart  in  the  enterprise.  Imme- 
diately after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion, 
he  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  i"aising  a  com- 
pany which  he  took  to  I'dmii'a,  where  it  was 
organized  and  enrolled  as  Compam'  ]•!,  1  hirt\'- 
third  kegiment,  .New  Wtvk  N'olunteer  Infan- 
tr\-.  .\fter  the  memorable  battle  of  Hull  Run, 
at  the  urgent  re(piest  of  Ceneral  Wadsworth, 
of  (icneseo,  wlio  procured  (lo\'crnor  Morgan's 
authorization,  C<donel  Rorbach  set  about  with 
earnest  enthusiasm  organizing  a  regiment  to 
I'epi  esent  the  Cicnesee  \'al ley  countr\' ;  and  his 
etforis  were  successful,  eight  hunilred  men 
being  euKdled  as  the  lesult  of  his  general 
management. 

Ihis  legiment  was  cpiartei'ed  tor  the  time 
at  (  amp  Cnion,  in  tlie  \illagi.'  ol  (leneseo,  and 
in  l'"el)ruai\,  1862,  was  taken  to  .Alliam', 
where  it  was  consolidated  witli  some  three 
hundred  recruits  from  that  cit\-  and  d'ro\-,  and 
became  the  (  )ne  Hundred  and  J-"ourth  New 
\'ork  .State  X'olunteer  lnlantr\'.  Ihis  regi- 
ment was  named,  in  honor  ol  (ieneral  Wads- 
\sorlh,  "  Idle  W  adsworth  (luards.  "  W  hen  the 
regiment  was  thoroughlv  oiganized,  Mr.  Ror- 
bai  h  was  commissioned  its  Colonel;  and  lor 
two  weeks  he  had  full  command  of  the  bar- 
racks at  .\lban\-.  On  the  8th  of  M.nch.  18^2, 
i  the  legiment  started  for  Washington,  and  was 
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ciuamiK-d  at  Kaldianuiui  Heights  for  tlirec 
weeks;  thence  it  niu\etl  to  X'ir^inia.  Cohmel 
Rorbach  leiiiaiiied  in  ctnnniaiul  until  Septem- 
bei',  wiien  he  was  hiicl  law  w  ill)  t)|)ii()i(l  tex'er. 
and  was  sent  from  C'ldpeper  to  Wash i n|j,t( m, 
uliere  he  la\'  eii;iit  week>,  alter  which  he  was 
translerretl  to  iiis  ohl  home  in  New  Jersey, 
llis  health  not  hein;;  restored  after  two  exten- 
sions of  his  luiloii,L;h,  he  tenderetl  his  resigna- 
tion, lie  was  much  of  an  inxalid  for  ten 
)eais,  and,  after  full)'  lecoxering  his  health, 
ile\dted  hi-,  lime  to  the  management  of  his  real 
estate  and  attending  to  his  pei'sonal  interests, 
liesides  |)erforminL;'  se\eral  olficial  duties. 
.Soon  aftei'  hi-.  arii\al  in  (ieneseo  he  joined 
the  .Slate  militia,  and  was  commissioned  Cap- 
tain of  the  Hi--  d  ree  Ai'tiller)',  from  which  lie 
was  promoted  to  I'tdonel  of  the  l-"ifty-ninlh 
Rej;iment,  New  \'ork  Slate  .Militia. 

In  iSfjij,  when  a  .Slate  normal  school  was 
sou-ht  to  he  established  in  (ieneseo,  a  lari;e 
amount  of  monc)  was  la  el  im  inarily  required 
by  the  lei;islati\e  act,  with  which  to  iM-(nide  a 
.-.uitable  location  and  the  necessary  l)uildin^;s 
and  e(|uipnients.  Al,in\  oppohcd  the  idea  on 
that  account  ;  but  Colonel  Rorbach,  seeinjj;  the 
ad\-anta,L;es  to  be  L;ained  b)'  the  \  illage,  and  as 
a  Commissioner  appointed  therefor  by  the  leg- 
islature, worked  diligenll)'  toward  procuring 
sufhcienl  lunds  for  suth  purpose,  and  it  was  in 
a  great  mea-.ure  through  his  efforts  that  the 
institution  was  secured  and  established.  It  is 
now  the  largest  normal  school  in  the  Stale, 
and  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  United 
.Stales.  Colonel  Rorbach  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  [lolitics  from  his  youth,  ami, 
when  but  eighteen  \ear.s  of  age,  took  the  stump 
tor  Ilem\'  Chiy  in  i  N44.  He  was  a  Whig 
until  the  Republic, m  part}'  was  organized, 
since  which  time  he  has  until  within  a  few 
)ears  most  acti\cl\'  supported  that  part)'. 

()n  .April  21,  I(S5t,  Colonel  Rorbach  mar- 
ried his  tirst  wife,  I'li/abeth  Vance,  daughter 
of  Charles  R.  and  .Sophia  (Miller)  Vance,  of 
(ieneseo.  .She  died  I  )eceml)er  18,  1877. 
Colonel  Rorbach  h,is  toui"  children  b)'  this 
marriage  William  T. ,  boi  ii  April  S,  l  <S 5 4  ; 
lleni  ietla  .S. ,  born  J.uui.ir)  N,  1N58;  J'di/a- 
belh  \'.,  boi  ii  .Ma\-  ^o,  iSiq;  and  Margaret  \  ., 
born  October  8,  1872.     He  was  a  second  time 


married,  but  had  no  issue  b)'  that  union.  The 
Colonel  ami  his  lamil}'  are  membeis  of  the 
episcopal  chinch.  In  i8>Se)  (dloiiel  Roibach 
lesumed  ihe  pr.Kli(.e  ol  the  l.iw,  and  Liilered 
into  p.utnership  with  A.  J.  and  J.  H.  .Abbott, 
will)  ollices  in  RoLhesterand  (ieneseo.  He  is 
now  [jractising  alone.  I'di'  ih i rt\  -se\ en  )ears 
he  has  been  an  acli\e  'I'lustee  of  the  union 
free  school  and  the  district  scliool,  pieceding 
it,  at  (ieneseo,  and  has  but  seldom  in  all  that 
tiriie  missed  a  public  exercise  in  the  same  or 
an  o[)ening  or  clo---ing  theieof.  .Since  i860 
Colonel  Rorbach  has  been  a  Trustee  ol  the 
Wadswoilh  l.ibrai}'.  He  was  (or  a  number  of 
years  a  \'eslr\man  or  a  Waiden  in  .St.  Mi- 
chael's I'^piscopal  (.hurcli  in  (Ieneseo,  and 
mail)'  times  duiing  \acancies  in  its  pastoiate 
acted  as  Lay  Reader.  Colonel  Rorbach  ofi- 
tained  the  act  establishing  a  normal  school  in 
(ieneseo,  was  a  Commissionei'  to  locate  and 
construct  the  same,  and  has  been  a  Trustee 
e\'er  since.  He  has  tilled  most  ot  the  town  and 
\'illage  oHices,  but  was  ne\er  a  candidate  seek- 
ing any  1  if  them. 

.Such  is  a  biief  outline  of  ihe  life  work  of 
one  ol  (leneseo's  most  \alued  citizens.  It  has 
been  a  bus\-  one,  spent  not  alone  in  the  for- 
warding of  his  own  prixate  interests,  but  a 
laige  portion  of  it  h.is  been  [lassed  in  rendering 
eminent  and  valuable  service,  not  onl\'  to  his 
immediate  communil\',  but  to  the  .State  and 
nation.  He  is  a  comrade  of  .A.  A.  (.'uilis 
J'osl,  Xo.  31)2,  (Ir.iiid  Armv  ot  the  Repuldic, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  matleis  pei'- 
taining  to  the  welfaie  of  his  old  comrades  in 
arms. 


^-p\pV.\  k  I  I1IA\'  11.  K.W'.W.MI,  Ihe 
Izzlt— /  present  Toslmasler  of  .\cirtli  jav.i, 
I  J|b  I        W  voming     Countv  ,     .\.  \'. ,  was 

born  at  h'ive  Corners,  in  the  near 
\dcinit)'ot  the  v  illage  in  which  he  now  resides, 
Jid)  11,  1832.  His  father,  (.harles  l\.a\anah, 
was  born  in  Countv  Wexford,  Ireland,  anil 
learned  the  trade  ol  slioem.dv  i ng  in  the  cilv  of 
Hublin.  Ihe  lamilv  surname  is  supposed  to 
be  ol  l'"rench  origin,  and  in  Ireland  w.is  fn-t 
known  in  the  lifteenth  centuiv.  Haibv  K.iva- 
nail,   lather  of  Charles,   was  agent  of  estates, 
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uhicli  he  sulilct  to  tenants;  and  I\Ir.  Matthew 
Kavanah  lias  cnntracts  of  liis  grandfather,  dated 
I  iSo(),  and  made  in  the  \  icinit)'  of  Dublin. 

Charles  Kax'anah's  wife  was  l^llen  i\lur|ihy, 
to  whom  he  was  married  in  Ireland,  No\'end)er 
22,  1S37.  The)-  airi\ed  in  New  York  (  it)' 
on  june  19,  iN-jO,  and  lemained  there  imtil 
I  <S4r),  when  the  luisband  \  isited  his  l)elo\  ed 
l'j"in  for  >i\  nionihs.  (  )n  his  return  to  Amer- 
ica he  mo\L'd  his  famil\  to  Ja\a,  whei"e  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade  lor  two  \'ears.  Jle  then  went 
hack  to  Xew  \'ork,  hut  hnally  settled  near 
ja\a  in  1N51,  purchasing  a  small  farm  of 
th i I't \'-f"i\ e  aci'cs  at  a  place  known  as  l'"i\e 
Cornel  s,  wheie  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
openetl  his  e\es  to  the  woild's  light.  lieie, 
some  )  ears  latei',  Charles  Kavanah  died, 
on  l'"ebi'uar\'  6,  i  .S60.  ills  widow  died  in 
North  Java,  whither  she  had  moved  in  i>S83, 
November  16,  iiSiSf),  aged  seventy  years  and 
seven  months.  .She  was  the  mother  of  ele\'en 
children,  of  whom  those  now  li\'ingare:  iMar}' 
Ann,  the  wife  of  John  Kerwin,  of  Noi  th  fa\a  ; 
James,  a  prospeious  mcn,liant  in  IClkhart, 
Ind.  ;  Thomas,  who  tormerh'  ke|)t  a  hotL'l  in 
North  Ja\'a,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  oil 
trade  at  Lima,  ()hio;  Matthew  II.;  Charles,  a 
blacksmith  in  Xoith  Ja\a;  Maigaret,  a  teacher 
in  Butfalo;  Catheiine,  the  wife  of  ]'^'aid< 
W'halen,  of  Collins,  i'j  ie  County  ;  and  John,  a 
broom-corn  dealei'  in  Chicago,  owning  a  fine 
propeit)'.  With  two  exce])tions,  each  of  these 
has  a  tamil}';  so  tliere  is  a  large  famil\-  of 
grandchildren. 

.Mattliew  II.,  who  had  a  good  ethieation,  as 
all  of  the  famih'  had,  went  into  the  Ijioom 
manufacturing  business  at  twenty  years  of  age, 
antl  established  a  factor)-  at  Arcade.  In  1.S71 
he  went  to  Iowa  in  the  interest  of  the  manu- 
facture ol  lime;  and  eight  months  later  he 
returned  to  Xew  ^'ork,  where  he  became 
a  travelling  salesman,  selling  brounis  from 
\\'ells\-i]le.  In  1.S73  he  went  to  Chicago, 
where  much  of  his  actixe  life  was  spent. 
Here  he  was  emplo\ed  as  a  l)u\'ei',  and  had  ihe 
terrUoi-\'  ol  Illinois,  Iowa,  W'isconsin,  Kansas, 
and  Nebi"aska  under  liis  auspices,  and  has  the 
distinction  of  being  the  first  salaried  buyer  of 
broom-corn  ever  sent  out  from  Chicago. 

In    187S,    I'A'bruaiy  6,   he   was  married  to 


Miss  Anna  (iailne),  ol  .Sheldon.  The  huh's 
pai'ents,  who  wci'e  lioth  natixes  ol  Ireland, 
were  marrii-d  in  Xew  \'ork,  .ind  came  to  this 
counts'  in  iS^o.  I  Ici' t.itlu'r  was  a  la i  1  road  con- 
Irailoi'.  Ml',  and  .Mis.  Kaxanali  began  their 
mai'i  icd  lile  011  a  larni  in  |a\a,  but  live  \eais 
alter  their  mai'i  iage  mo\ed  to  Chicago.  .\fter 
two  )'ears  the\'  retui  ned  to  Ja\  a  ;  but  in  i  ,S,S,S 
the)'  sold  their  si\t\  aci'es  ol  laim,  and  made 
a  second  mo\e  to  Chicago,  where  the\'  lixcd 
until  iN(jC).  In  this  \ear  Mr.  Ka\anah  le- 
lui'ued  once  more  to  his  nati\e  localit)',  ai:d 
bought  out  the  store,  .stock,  ami  tiade  of  If.  li. 
Rogei's,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  gerieral 
meichandise.  Three  months  of  each  \eai-, 
howcxei',  lie  still  de\'oles  to  his  loi'incr  occu- 
pation, bu)  ing  broom-corn  in  the  West  for  a 
Chicago  firm,  John  N.  llubbartl  &  Co.,  in 
which   his  brothei'  is  a  p)artner. 

Mr.  Ka\'anah's  exiierience  and  capacit\'  for 
this  line  of  woik  command  a  fine  salar\',  and 
the  part  ol  the  \ear  spent  in  this  \\a\  gieath' 
aiigmenth  his  income.  Mi',  and  .Mis.  Kavanah 
ha\e  lost  one  child  bdla  Ma\",  who  died  Iul\' 
4,  iSS.S,  aged  seven.  The\'  ha\'e  a  faniih  of 
si.x  bright  chiklren,  tliree  sons  and  three 
daughters — Mar\'  Stella,  a  '^oung  girl  of  lif- 
teen  ;  .Alice,  who  is  remarkabl\'  advanced  for 
her  elexen  \eai's;  Anna,  aged  nine;  Charles, 
who  is  a  Near  \ouiig'er ;  l-'rank,  aged  .six;  and 
h'.dward,  a  little  irrepressible  of  two  and  a  half 
)ears.  In  religious  laitli  .Mr.  Kavanah  is  a 
Roman  Catholic,  ami  in  political  coiuiction 
he  is  a  lo\'al  l)emocrat.  lie  is  a  nieniber  of 
the  C.  ,M.  1).  A.,  of  which  he  is  Trustee. 


\€\)    M.I.[.\M    .\.    HK(  )l)ll-;,    an  inlluen- 
V--'V  '-'il  "1    Cicncsco,   agent  for 

the  estate  ol  W  illiam  and  llerbcit 
Wadsworth,  also  attoriK'\'  lor  lames  .S.  and 
Craig  W.  W'ailswoith,  was  boiii  August  9, 
I  S4  1 ,  at  K  i  1  larcham,  Scotland,  His  |)aternal 
grandlather,  who  was  a  native  of  that  pi. ice, 
was  lor  mail)'  veais  proprietor  of  ilic  village 
inn,  and  therelore  a  man  ol  considerable  iioto 
riet)'  and  importance.  He  r.iiscd  a  large 
famih'. 

His  son  William  grew  to  manhood  in  Kil- 
larcham,   where  he  attended  school,  and  later 
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k'aiiR'd  tlu'  ti'adr  <il'  caipciiU'i'  and  joiner.  lie 
lOlloucd  this  tailing;  ln|-  sonic  time  attci'  his 
inarria<;c,  and  llini  emigrated  to  ihc  I'nitrd 
Slates,  settling;  in   Rot.  licstei',  anti  tlierr 

coiuinncd  to  lalioi  at  his  tiade  lor  many  }'ears, 
h'adinL;  an  cxemiilai  V  lile.  Ahonl  three  years 
|Me\  ions  to  his  decease  hi'  eanie  to  deneseo  to 
lesitle  at  the  limne  ol  liis  son,  William  A.,  the 
snhjeet  o|  this  sk^tili,  wheie  he  died  at  the 
aj^e  ol'  se\ enl\ -t wo.  llis  wile,  Mar)'  Wilson, 
(lanL;hter  ol  James  Wilson,  was  also  a  nati\'e  ol 
Kill.ireham.  She  was  a  worth)'  Christian 
woman,  posses-in^'  man\'  sterlinj^'  qualities, 
and  earetnlh'  reari'd  a  lamil)'  ol  five  ehildi'en, 
as  follows:  William  .\.  ;  James,  ;l  soldier  ol 
tlie  late  war;  John,  a  p.Lperdian^er  ot"  Jvoehes- 
ter;  Mai\-,  now  the  w  ile  ol'  Thomas  IMcllen,  a 
paintei'  of  the  same  eit\  ;  and  AIcDowcU,  who 
married  JcUnes  R.  Coddin,i;ton,  a  merchant  of 
(ienesco.  Mrs.  Mar\-  Wilson  lirodic  died  at 
the  a^'e  of  fort\  -one  Ncars  in  Rochester.  Both 
she  and  her  hnshand  were  members  of  the 
I'nitcd    I'l  es|)\ tei  ian  churcli  of  that  city. 

William  .\.  Hrodic  spent  his  boyhood  in 
Rochestei-,  w  liere  he  attended  the  jjublic 
slIiooIs,  and  at  the  a_L;e  of  fonrteen  entered  the 
ernploN'  ol  j.  /..  Xewcomb,  in  the  dry-i;'oods 
business,  as  a  clerk.  lie  rapidly  rose,  dis- 
])la)'inL;'  snpei  ior  bn.siness  ability,  and  gaining' 
the  entire  conlidence  of  his  emplo)'er,  who 
adx'anced  him  to  the  position  ot  cashier,  in 
which  capacil\',  and  as  bo<jk  keejier,  he  con- 
tinned  foi'  nine  )'ears.  At  the  expiration  of 
this  [leriod  he  accepted  a  i)ositioii  as  book- 
keeper with  (ieneral  Janies  A.  Wadswoi'th,  of 
(ienesco.  lla\ ing  remained  thus  employed  lor 
ten  \'ears,  he  became  book-kee|ier  for  the 
estate  of  W  illiam  \\  .  Wadsworth  lor  the  same 
luindier  o|  \c,irs,  when  he  was  acK'anced  to  his 
presL'nl  i  cs|)onsil)le  position.  In  i.SHj  Mi. 
Hrodic  married  Laura  A.  l)i\'er,  daughter  of 
Warren   l)i\er,  of   lleni  ictta,  X.  .She  died 

in  (ienesco,  March    17,  leaxing  one  son, 

Warren  J.  Mrs.  l.anra  .\.  Hrodic  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I'l  esl)\ tci  ian  church.  ( )n  July  24, 
|SS<),  .Mr.  Iliodie  ag.iin  m.irried,  his  secontl 
wife  being  M.irtha  A.  Woodbui'N',  of  Ivoyals- 
toii,  Mass.,  daughter  ot  (ieoige  Woodbury,  of 
that  town. 

Many  positions  of  public   trust  have  been 


held  b_\'  Mr.  I'liodic  with  marked  abilits', 
which  has  l)een  hiL;lil}  a| /piei' iated  b\'  the  c(im- 
muiiit)'.  Ill-  was  cici  ted  ('ouiity  rreasuri.-r  in 
I  .S77,  ami  ladd  that  ollice  loi  fuc  coiiscc  iitiNe 
terms  ol  three  \carsea(h,  is  I'rcsident  of  the 
(ienesco  ( ias  Comp.iu)',  .ilso  iIr'  Mlct  tric  Com- 
|)an)',  .Secretary  ami  'i'rcisuici'  of  the  Wads 
worth  I.ibi.iiy,  and  Secretar\  o|  the  local  lio.ird 
ol  the  .State  normal  school  at  (ienesco.  Hoth 
himsell  and  wile  are  \er)'  active  membei's  of 
the  I'resb)  terian  clun  ch,  of  which  he  has  been 
an  I'dder  sincL'  iNfi.S,  and  for  m,in_\"  )ears  supci- 
intendeiit  ol  the  .Siiniki\-scho(d,  in  whicli  he  is 
also  a  teacher,  haxing  a  Hible  class  of  o\er 
one  hundred  ikji  niabscliool  students.  Mi's. 
Brodie  is  likewise  a  teacher  in  the  school, 
lie  has  been  both  rresidciit  and  .Seci'etarxof 
the  Count}'  Historical  Society,  in  which  he 
takes  an  acti\'e  interest.  I'ol  i  t  ical  1  \',  he  is  a 
l-iepublican  and  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  ])rin- 
ciples  of  that  p)art)'.  As  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  Mi'.  Hrodic  has  a  national 
reinitation.  Hesides  being  a  member  of  (icn- 
eseo  Lodge,  \o.  _m.|,  he  is  also  a  meniber  of 
Hamilton  Ch<ipler,  R.  A.,  and  Sii'  Knight  of 
I\biiiroe  Coinmaiuka"\'  of  Rochestei".  He  has 
held  all  offices  in  the  Hliie  Lodge,  and  in  i,S,S4 
was  elected  (Irand  .Master  of  the  (iraiid  Lodge 
of  the  .State  of  New  \'oi'k-.  He  is  one  of  the 
niost  actixe  and  enthusiastic  members  of  the 
craft,  ami  in  1SS5  he  reaclietl  the  highest  step 
in  the  fralernitv  that  of  the  thirty-third 
degree. 

1  he  lidlowing  is  a  record  of  his  work  during 
his  term  as  (irand  Master.  (  )n  Jiih'  1 ,  1NS4, 
he  dedicated  the  iu\\  hall  of  l'"oitunc  Lodge, 
No.  77,S,  at  Xorth  Collins,  Li  ie  Coimt\'.  (  )n 
.August  3,  1SN4,  in  response  to  the  imitation 
ol  the  .American  (.'ommittce,  he  laid  tlie 
corner-sl(ine  of  the  pedestal  of  the  statue  of 
Liberl)'  on  Hedhie's  Island  in  New  \'oi'k 
Harbor.  Inclosing  his  address  upon  this  oc- 
casion he  said,  '".Xo  institution  has  done  more 
to  p)i'omote  libert\  and  to  free  men  from  the 
trammels  anil  chains  of  ignorance  and  t \rannv 
than  l'"ree  .Masoiii'\'. ''  ()ii  .September  22, 
iS.S.;,  he  laid  the  corner  stone  of  the  new  high 
school  building  in  Ith.ica.  .\  h.indsomc  siher 
trowel,  siiitabL'  i^aigiaecd,  was  presented  to 
the  (iiand  Master  b)'  the  Hoard  of  lulucation, 
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as  a  mcmentii  <if  a  \'cry  pleasant  event  in  his 
;\Ias()iiic  (ilTicial  lile.  -At  tlie  request  of  the 
Stale  authi nit he  laiil  the  e< naier-stone  dI 
the  ch-ill  i-ixiiii  annex  to  tlie  State  Arsenal  at 
lUilTahi,  September  Jy,  I  SS4.  (  )n  Sei)leml)er 
26,  1SS.4,  he  i^->UL(l  a  d is|)ensat inn  to  R.  11. 
Melnlvre  antl  olheis  to  torni  a  new  lo(I<;e  at 
]ilooiiiin-(lale,  (  oiiiily;  Oetoher   C>,  to 

N.  H.  Slater,  to  lorni  a  new  lod^e  at  An  Sable 
j-"oiks,  C  linlon  Coiinl}-.  1  Jeeemher  4,  I1SS4, 
he  (ledieateil  the  new  I'ooni  of  Phiiaiix  L(nlL;e, 
Xo.  C>C)2,  (iowaiida,  X.  \'.  At  the  time  of  the 
bm-ninij;  of  C'aitha-e,  Xo\eniber,  he 
i>sued  lo  the  nKinber^  of  the  iAIasonie  trater- 
nil\-  an  appeal  fo|-  funds,  which  was  \ery  ^en- 
eroush'  res|)onded  to  b)'  contributions  aniount- 
in;j,-  to  foui"  thousand  and  se\enty-seven  dollars 
and  thirtv-se\ en  cents.  On  ]-"ebruary  2  1, 
l(SiS5,  b}'  in\itation  of  the  (irand  Master  of 
Masons  in  the  district  of  Columbia,  he  par- 
ticiixited  in  the  ceiemonies  antl  dedication  of 
the  Wash inj;lon  Monument.  The  (piestion  of 
belief  in  (lod  ha\  ini;  aiasen  in  a  matter  ot  dis- 
ci])line  in  a  Masonic  lod;2,e  in  Toronto,  Can- 
ada, in  the  close  of  his  annual  address  he  said: 
"  l'"ree  Masoni'\'  is  neither  i;"o(lless  noi'  anti- 
christian.  It  embiaces  in  its  membership  men 
of  all  creeds  and  no  creed.  To  the  Hebiew 
member  it  is  the  Cod  oi  Israel.  I'o  the  Afo- 
hammedan  (iod  is  rewaled  in  tlie  j^reat,  open 
book  of  the  Ntaii  v  heavens.  To  the  Christian 
Cod  is  the  leather  of  our  Saviour,  Jesus  Chi  ist. 
It  lia>  been  char-ed  that,  had  the}-,  ihe 
Masons,  the  coui"aL;"e  of  theii"  con\'ictions,  they 
would  pluck  the  name  of  the  Supi'eme  l^jing 
out  of  their  ritual.  Xothing"  can  be  further 
from  the  truth  than  th  is  assertion.  To  elimi- 
nate the  name  of  the  I)eity  from  the  ritual 
would  lea\e  it  but  an  i.'mpt\'  shell.  \'es,  there 
is  room  within  our  broad  held  for  all  creeds; 
but  our  doors  are  not  ojien  to  the  atheist, 
neither  is  there  room  within  fiur  portals  lor 
him. 

Mr.  Hrodie's  successor  in  office,  in  his  an- 
nual address  betoie  the  Ci'and  Lod^^e,  said; 

"Hut  what  shall  I  s;i\'  oj  my  immediate 
l)redecessoi',  Mr.  William  A.  Hrodie,  wlio, 
rel  inquishin^;;'  \'our  liiL^hest  Imnois,  went  out 
into  the  ranks,  and  has  ser\ed  in  e\er\'  depart- 
ment of  labor  with  all  tlie  zeal  of  the  vounL;est 


apprentice,  thus  furnishing'  an  example  which 
I  hope  ma_\-  ne\er  be  f(jr^otten  b\-  any  ot  his 
sU(,  ci-'ssi  irs  .■' 

In  iSNS  All'.  Ihodic  \isiled  liis  nati\e  lauil 
and  CnL;laii(l,  makiiiL;  a  s|ircial  stud}'  ot  Ma- 
sonic eliarities.  W  bile  abioad  he  w.rs  made  a 
senior  memlKM'  ol  .Si.  Ikiikam's  l.odL;e,  No. 
156,  of  the  (Irand  I  .od-e  of  .Seotland  in  his 
nali\'e  \  illaL;i-',  whose  chaitei'  i.s  dateil  Xo\em- 
bei'  I,  17N4. 


■^^OIIX  I.tXiAX,  a  wealllu'  and  iuHuential 
cili/en  of  .Sparta,  is  piomineiill}'  um- 
nei'ted  with  the  a^ricultuial,  social, 
and  Hnancial  interests  ol  Li\ inL;'slon 
Counts',  and  is  a  tine  representat i\'e  of  the  na- 
ti\-e-l)orn  element  ol  this  section  of  the  .Stale, 
ha\in_L;"  been  Ixu'ii  on  the  tai'm  where  he  now 
I'esiiles,  Mav  25,  11X23.  lie  is  of  .Scotch- liish 
antecedents,  beiiii;'  the  i;i"an(lson  ol  one  balwai'd 
I.oL;'an,  who  wa.s  boi  n  in  .Scotland,  but  emi- 
grated to  the  north  of  Ireland  when  about 
twentN'-fne  \ears  ol  a>;e,  thereatter  s[)endin^ 
his  life  with  the  sturdy  people  of  that  countr\'. 

The  father  ol  John  l.o^an,  also  nanu'd  I'.d- 
wanl,  clainied  Count\'  Anlrini,  Ireland,  as  the 
place  of  his  nati\  it\,  and  made  that  his  home 
until  after  his  union  with  .Miss  Jennie  ]io\(l, 
a  daughter  ot  Thomas  Bo\'d,  ol  Irekoul.  In 
I.Skj  he  left  his  natix'e  countr\'  with  his  wife 
and  children,  and,  crossiui;'  the  ocean,  emi- 
j;r.ited  lo  ihe  Cniled  Stales,  the  desiied  ha\en 
ol  relume  lor  so  man)'  loieii^n  peasants.  He 
came  directlv  to  this  t-ountx',  locatini;  in 
.Spmla,  where  he  took  up  a  tract  of  parti)' 
cleared  l.nul,  on  which  stood  a  lo^;  house  and 
barn.  Inheritiii;;'  the  fru;.;alil\,  thiilt,  and  in- 
dustrious habits  ot  his  .Scotch  [irogenitors,  he 
continued  the  work  pre\iously  beL;un,  and  lunl 
the  satisfaction  of  watching'  tin-  ^ladual  Irans- 
tormalion  ol  his  woodland  to  bi'oail  and  well- 
culti\ated  liidds,  on  whiih  the  _L;i>lden  i;rain 
\\a\'ed  in  the  harxest  sun.  lie  buill  a  sub'-lan- 
lial  set  ol  Iranu'  buildings  in  pbu'e  ot  the 
pi  i m i t  i \  e  ones  ;  and  hei  e  he  and  his  _L;ood  wile 
s|)ent  tlu'ii'  closiuL;  \'ears  in  the  enioxiuenl  oj  a 
comtoitable  hoiue  and  all  the  luxuries  that 
thev  desired,  he  lixin^^  to  the  a^^c  o|  eiL;ht\'- 
se\'en  years,   while  she   died  in  her  se\ent\- 
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of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rohcits,  both  of  whom  are 
tlucca.scd.  JaiiK-s  C".,  tlic  first-born,  died  un- 
married. .Silas  C,  the  \'oun<^^er,  married 
l'"ann\  Conke\',  who  Ijoix-  him  one  eliihl,  a  son 
named  James  Crai^'. 

Mr.  Roberts,  who  in  his  earlier  years  was  a 
W'hii;,  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  foi 
lIenr)'Clay  in  i>'^44,  has  been  an  active  ]\e- 
publican  since  the  formation  of  the  part)'. 
]5oth  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  dex'out 
members  of  the  l'iesb)terian  church  of  Nunda, 
ha\  ini;"  united  with  it  man)'  )'ears  ago. 


f^OlIX  1).  lll'.I^Ml'R,  ex-President  of  the 
X'acuum  Uil  ComiKiP])'  of  Rochester, 
was  born  in  Cana j< iharie,  Montgonier)' 
Coimt)',  X.  \\ ,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1S19.  II  is  grantlfather,  John  G.  Helmer, 
came  from  (ierman)'  to  this  country  and  settled 
in  Xew  \'oi-k  .State  on  a  faini,  where  the  last 
)ears  of  his  life  were  passed.  John  \.  Hel- 
mer, son  ol  John  (1.,  was  brounht  up  on  a  fai'm 
in  the  l^lack  Ri\ei'  couiitr\',  and  was  a  teacher 
for  man)'  )ears  (hiring  his  \'outh.  When  he 
came  to  the  town  ol  Pike,  his  son,  John  1)., 
the  subject  ol  this  memoir,  was  onl)'  three 
)'ears  old.  A  taini  just  three  miles  beyond 
the  \'illag(;  precincts  was  purchased  by  the 
father,  ami  here  John  ] ).  llelmer  has  lived  for 
se\enty-two  years.  Mr.  John  I.  llelmer's 
wife  was  i\Iiss  Pets)'  W'alrath.  Of  the  eleven 
cliildren  to  whom  she  ga\'e  birth,  only  thrc-c 
aie  now  1  i vi ng. 

At  twenty-one  )'ears  of  age  John  D.  Helmer 
began  to  work  on  his  lathei  's  farin  at  a  stated 
rate  of  wages  jier  month,  and  earned  in  three- 
cjuarters  of  a  )'eai"  one  luindreil  dollars.  I""ind- 
ing  his  services  \'alualjle,  his  father  agreed  to 
give  hini  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  year 
tor  his  labor;  and  at  the  end  of  eleven  years 
he, had  amassed  lilteen  hundred  dollars.  This 
sum  he  invested  in  tlie  homestead,  which  he 
purchased  from  his  father,  and  to  which  he 
adiled  one  hundred  and  thirt\'-five  acres  after- 
wai'd.  At  thill)'  two  \ears  of  age  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lemira  lAerest, 
a  daughter  of  Daxid  P'.xerest,  of  Tike.  Mrs. 
Helmer,  who  was  one  of  three  children  of  her 
parents,  was  herself  the  mother  of  two  children 


—  ]'!lla  M. ,  who  niari  ied  James  A.  Jones,  a 
farmer  ot  Pike,  and  l)ecame  the  nuithei'  of 
three  childicii  I'.inest,  .Nellie,  and  Ro\',  who 
died  at  the  promising  age  (jI  se\'enteen  )'eai's 
seven  months,  haxing  l)eeii  asph)'.\iate(l  while 
attending  llie  W'oild's  p'air  at  (/hicago,  wheie 
he  hail  char,;;e  ol  the  X'acuum  ()il  (.'ompan\''s 
exhibit;  and  P'red  1).,  who  married  Miss 
Jennie  White,  whose  father  is  a  real  estate 
dealer  in  Rochestei'.  One  child,  Harr)',  is  the 
issue  ol  this  union. 

Indusli'ious,  prudent,  and  thrifty  from  his 
youth,  Mr.  John  D.  llelmer  has  by  sagacious 
eiiterprise  and  close  apijlication  to  business 
become  the  wealthiest  man  in  Pike.  The 
salt  de\"elopments  in  this  county  are  jirinci- 
pall)'  owing  to  the  keen  foresi,i;ht  and  energetic 
efforts  of  himself  and  his  bi"other-in-law, 
Hiram  lAerest,  who  sank  the  first  well  in 
Wyoming,  the  germ  of  the  |)resent  large  works. 
He  ownetl  at  one  time  o\er  three  hundred  acres 
of  land  wheie  he  now  resides;  but  he  sold 
some  to  .Mr.  Marble,  and  tieedeil  to  his  son-in- 
law.  Ml'.  James  A.  Jones,  about  one  hundied 
and  nine  acres,  and  now  retains  uuly  c/ue  hun- 
dred and  thii't)'  acres.  After  more  than  thirt)' 
)ears  of  wedded  life,  Mr.  Ileliner  was  called 
to  |)art  with  his  wife,  who  dietl  on  the  J4th 
of  .September,  l  .SSf)  ;  but  his  daughtei',  Mrs. 
Jones,  lives  on  the  adjoining  farm,  and  the 
])resence  of  child  and  granclchiklren  do  much 
to  cheer  the  loneliness  of  a  berea\'ed  old  age. 
His  son,  I'ledeiick  llelmer,  who  is  a  graduate 
of  \  ale  C  ollege,  has  the  management  ot  the 
Westei'ii  department  of  the  X'acuum  ()il  ('om- 
paii)'  at  Chicago.  Mr.  Helmer  is  a  lo)al  Re- 
])ul)lican.  A  portrait  of  this  valiant  "captain 
of  industr),"  this  indefatigable  loilei'  with 
hand  and  brain,  is  appro[jriatel)'  placetl  in  the 
"  Hiogiaphical  i\e\-iew  "  of  W)'oniing  and  Liv- 
iii^ston  Counties. 


I  RAM  P.  RIPPPA',  a  resident  of  the 
town  oj  X'oi  k,  was  lioi  n  in  .Seneca, 
('^  I  (  )nlario  ('ountN',  N.X  .,  Ma\'  6, 
I  1  is  educat ion  was  actjuired 
in  the  district  schools  and  at  Temple  Hill 
Acadeiii)'  in  (ieneseo,  where  he  was  sent  after 
ha\'ing  linishetl  the  course  of  stud\'  ]Mescribed 
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in  the  schnols.  11c  has  l)ccn  actively  em- 
pl())'cd  in  iaiiii  work  on  the  old  homestead 
since  he  has  been  able  to  be  thus  eiij^aged,  and 
at  his  lather's  tleath  bought  out  his  brother 
James's  interest,  and  became  the  sole  owner. 
'I'his  jjroperty  consists  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety  acres  of  land;  and  on  it  he  li\'eswith 
his  sister  Priscilla,  who  keeps  house  foi  him, 
and  watches  his  inteie-^ts  with  zealous  care. 

Their  lather,  11  ugh  Rippey,  was  a  native- 
born  I'enns)  l\anian,  his  father  havini;'  also 
been  boi  n  in  that  Slate,  and  having  lived  there 
thiring  his  entire  life.  Hugh  Rippe),  who 
was  a  farmer  \)\  education  and  practical  experi- 
ence, as  well  as  b)  occupation,  left  his  native 
State  when  a  \oung  man,  and,  coming  to  the 
Stale  ot  Xew  \'ork,  bought  a  hea\'ily  timberetl 
tract  of  land  near  Seneca,  Ontario  County. 
After  dealing  awa)'  the  dense  forest  growtli, 
he  erected  a  small  frame  house,  in  which  he 
li\'ed  for  IweKe  )ears,  and  then  m<n'etl  to  La 
(jrange,  where  he  purchased  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  acres,  which  he  materially  improved 
by  the  erection  of  new  buildings.  Twelve 
years  again  ela])sed  l)ef(jre  his  final  nio\e, 
which  was  to  the  town  of  \'ork,  in  Li\'ingstt)n 
Count}',  in  1X56,  wheie  he  remained  until  his 
demise  in  iSG\.  His  wife  was  Priscilla  Bell, 
ol  l'enns\l\ania,  who  boie  him  ten  children, 
as  follows:  ,Mai}-  A.,  John,  William,  "Alatikla, 
Josejih  N.,  lliram  H.,  Hugh,  Selina,  Priscilla, 
and  James.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
at  the  age  ol   se\ent)'  vears. 

lliram  P.  ki|)pe)-,  whose  natuie  is  axerse  to 
conspicuou.s  displa\  ot  any  soit,  has  alwa)'s 
preteiied  to  li\e  a  lite  ot  retirement.  His 
first  Presidential  \dte  was  cast  for  P'ranklin 
Pierce,  in  1X52.  He  is  unmarried;  and  he 
and  his  siNter  li\e  alone  on  the  Vnrk  farm, 
where  outside  and  indoois  all  is  well  ortleretl 
and  wisel\'  plaiuied.  ,^ 


ki:DP:klC  W.  MILL1-T<  is  intimately 
connected  with  the  agricultural  inter 
ests  of  Lixingston  County,  being  the 
possessor  ot  a  \s  el  1 -etpi ipped  and  well-kept 
fcuni  in  the  town  of  West  Sparta,  where  his 
ability  anil  skill  as  a  farmer  are  well  known, 
and  his  merit  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  is  recotf- 


nized.  He  is  a  natixe  of  this  State,  W  ax  land, 
Steuben  Couni)',  being  the  ]dace  of  liis  birth, 
xvhich  occurred  .March  2,  i  S49. 

Mr.  Miller  is  ol  (jcrman  origin  and  paren- 
tage, his  lather,  John  (ieorge  Millei",  liaxiiig 
been  born  in  Cermanx',  where  he  L,rew  to  man- 
hood  and  married.  .S(jon  alter  that  important 
event  in  his  career  he  emigrated  to  America, 
settling  at  first  in  one  of  the  Western  States, 
but  later  spentling  txvelve  xears  in  Hansxille, 
this  comity,  working  the  gieater  pait  of  the 
time  as  a  da)'  lal)oier.  Mr.  Miller  sub^e- 
(|uentl}'  bought  a  hum  in  the  toxx  n  ol  Wax  land, 
where  he  carrieil  on  mixed  hu^bandr)■  toi'  mure 
than  a  quarter  ot  a  centui)'.  Coming  then  to 
West  Sparta,  he  pmchased  the  farm  n(ju 
oxvned  and  occupietl  b_x'  his  st)n  P'redeiic,  and 
carried  it  on  until  when  he  removed  to 

Dansville,  his  death  occurring  there  txvo  years 
latei',  at  the  good  old  age  ol  .sex'entx'-fi ve  years. 
He  married  Mary  P.  Scliuingel,  a  natixe  of 
(iermau),  cUid  the  ten  children  born  to  them 
were  as  follows:  Catherine,  deceased;  Marx', 
the  xvife  of  J.  A.  Schxvingel  ;  John;  PTizabeth, 
the  wife  of  d.  Stmbel  ;  lAa  ;  Barbara,  the  xvife 
of  Martin  Striker;  .Sarah,  deceased;  P'redeiic 
W  .  ;  Carrie  M.  ;  ami  (ieoige  J.  Phe  mother, 
x\ho  still  lixes  in  DaUNxille,  is  a  membei  of 
the  Cicrman  Lutheran  cliurcli,  o|  which  her 
husl)and  xvas  tor  many  xear.s  a  'l'ru>tee  and 
Heacoii. 

P'rederic  W.  Miller  remained  with  his  |iai- 
ents  until  att;iining  hi>  majorit)',  receix  ing  his 
literal"}'  education  in  the  district  sclio()|>,  and 
his  knowletlge  (jI  agriculture  trom  his  hither, 
xvho  kept  him  luisil}"  emphixed  on  the  larm 
xxhen  out  of  school.  '1  he  lollowing  two  xears 
he  worked  for  an  uncle  in  Sparta,  then  re- 
luined  to  the  laiiii  he  now  owns,  and  coiUinuetl 
to  work  for  his  father  until  his  m:\rriage,  when 
he  bought  the  larm  ot  his  p.iieiils.  Phis  farm 
contains  one  hundred  and  ten  acres,  well 
adaptetl  to  general  larming  purposes;  and  here 
Mr.  M  iller  carries  on  a  subslanlial  busines--  in 
agriculture. 

On  the  1st  of  P'ebiuai},  i>SSi,  Mr.  Miller 
tormecl  a  matiinionial  alliance  with  Crate  .\. 
Kennedx',  who  was  one  ol  three  Lhildren  boi  n 
to  Mr.  and  .Mi.s.  1  homas  Kenneil),  pioneer 
settlers  of   West  Sparta.      Phe  hajipy  house- 
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lidltl  thus  cstal)lislK-(l  has  been  enlarged  and 
enli\eiiecl  b)'  the  aiKeiit  of  three  bright  chil- 
(heii;  namel}',  J.  Arthiii-,  Raymond  K.,  antl 
l.ueMa  M.  ,Mi'.  Miller  has  e\er  been  a  warm 
adxoeate  ol  e\er\'  enterprise  tending  to  promote 
the  moral,  social,  oi'  matei  ial  interests  of  the 
town  or  coimty,  and  takes  an  active  ]xirt  in  the 
management  of  local  affairs.  I'olitically,  he 
is  a  supporter  of  the  IXanocratic  ticket,  and 
has  sei\'ed  one  tei'm  as  iXs^essor  and  five  as 
InspectDi"  of  I'dect ii iiiN.  Socially,  he  belongs 
t(i  I'halanx  Lodge,  Xo.  115,  A.  'V.  &  A.  M., 
of  1  )airs\ille,  and  lias  been  Jmiior  Deacon, 
lie  is  an  esteemed  mend)ei'  nl  the  l.ntheraii 
clunch. 


"Tg)  I  k  \'  Sll'JvK,  a  prosperous  farmer 
L^J  of  the  tiiwn  of  Bennington,  N.Y., 
1 19  I        was    born    in    llnlstein,  Germany, 

 '  Decembei-    27,    1  .Sjj.      His  fathei, 

Jacob  .Sierk,  was  a  native  ot  the  same  pro\  ince, 
born  Januaiy  23,  1795,  and,  receiving  a  good 
education,  became  a  schoolmaster,  relinquish- 
ing that  pi'ofession  in  order  to  engage  in  agri- 
cultinal  pursuits,  which  he  successfully  con- 
ducted with  protit.  Mis  com|)arati\'ely  eas)- 
circumstances  enabled  lum  to  be  ol  \aluable 
assistance  to  his  children. 

lleiiry  Sicrk's  mothei",  whose  maiden  name 
was  \\'iei)ke  X'ldkeuN,  bore  thiee  sons  ami  three 
ilaughters,  all  of  w  horn  attained  their  inajorit)' 
except  one  daughtei'.  (  )l  these,  three  sons 
and  one  daughter  are  liv  ing.  i  he  parents  dietl 
in  (ierman\',  the  motlier  in  1.S73,  at  the  age  of 
se\enty-two  \ears,  and  the  father  in  1886,  at 
the  ad\'aneed  age  of  ninet)'  ^•ears.  Jacob  Sieik 
was  a  man  ol  influence  in  his  communit)', 
holding  mmucipal  oriices.  lie  itied  lea\dng 
not  onl)'  a  good  estate,  but  also  an  honorable 
recoi'd. 

Ilemy  Sierk  first  married  in  1851,  pievious 
to  emigrating  liom  (leiinany,  Lena  ()ld 
schwager,  who  tlied,  lea\  ing  an  infant  daugh 
ter,  W'iebke  C,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
Anlhon)'  (leise,  a  farmer  in  Hennington.  Mi\ 
Sieik  came  to  the  I'uited  .States  in  1853, 
bringing  his  tlaughter,  ami  was  also  accom- 
jjanieil  by  his  first  wife's  sister,  lidsabe  ()hb 
schwager,    whom   he   married   in    New  York 


Cit)',  l'"el)ruary  8,  1853.  Mis.  Sierk's  parents 
soon  alter  emigrated  irom  (leimain'  to  the 
United  States,  where  the)'  died,  hei  lather, 
Ahircus,  in  1886,  and  her  mother  in  l8ijcj,  at 
eight)'-se\en.  The^'  liatl  two  sons  and  two 
daughters  I  hcii-  son,  John  (  lldschwager,  a 
volunteei'  soldier  in  the  C'i\'il  W'ai',  was  in- 
stanlh'  killed  b\'  being  struck  with  a  .^hell 
while  in  active  serxice.  lie  was  th irty  )'eai's 
of  age,  and  left  a  widow.  f'laus  ()ldschwager 
is  a  larmer  in  (lenesee  CouMt\,  Michigan. 

Ml",  and  .Mrs.  Sierk  have  been  blessed  with 
fifteen  children,  ot  wliom  twehe  are  li\dng. 
W  illiam  died  at  the  age  ol  eight  \ears;  John, 
a  young  man  of  twenty-one,  died  in  1880;  and 
Mary  diet!  in  March,  1883,  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen )ears.  'I'he  others  are:  Jacob,  a  farmer 
residing  in  Laricn,  liaxing  two  sons  and  one 
daughter;  Marcus,  a  farmer  residing  in  At- 
tica, haxing  three  sons;  Anna,  a  widow  of 
I'eter  \'an  V'alkenburg,  ha\'ing  one  son,  Leon; 
lleiiry,  a  larmei"  ol  Attica,  haxing  thi'ee  sons 
and  one  daughter;  Clans,  a  larm  laborer,  un- 
married; Ida,  wile  ol  John  W'elker,  a  farmer 
of  Hennington,  liaxing  six  living  chihlien; 
(icorge,  who  resides  at  home  with  his  parents, 
hax'ing  a  w  ile  whose  maiden  name  was  bidith 
INhixon  ;  Lena,  wife  of  John  Schlenker,  a 
fanner  residing  in  Attica,  haxiiig  one  tlaugh- 
ter;  Augusta;  banma,  a  )'oung  lady  at  home; 
l'"rederick,  also  lesidiiig  at  home;  and  bdsie, 
wife  ol  C  harles  Kipsti.in,  residing  at  Henning- 
ton, hax  ing  one  son.  Mr.  .Sierk  pun.  based 
his  Inst  larm  ol  one  lunulicd  and  fi\e  acres 
in  185  :;.  (  )n  hisai  i  i\-al  in  the  Lnited  States 
he  was  ])ossessed  of  some  cajjital  with  which 
to  start  in  life,  and  now  has  three  good  farms, 
aggregating  in  all  aliout  three  hundred  and 
twentx'  acres.  1  hesi'  contain  good  substan- 
tial buildings,  and  are  well  cultivated.  I  le 
erected  his  present  residence  in  1872  and 
his  large  barn  in  1874.  The  lattei'  is  fort\'  bv 
eight)'  lect,  with  stone  basenunt  and  wagon- 
shop  attached.  Mr.  Sierk  keeps  thirtv  cows, 
and  shi])s  milk  to  Hulfalo.  lie  formerh'  |)aiil 
consiilerable  attention  to  shee|i  raising,  but 
at  present  is  doing  general  laiming.  1 1  is 
orchard,  which  tonsists  ol  some  lour  acres,  is 
mosth'  the  work  ol  his  own  hands.  lie  is  a 
model  fanner  in  ex'ei)'  respect. 
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Mr.  Sicik  rcccix'ctl  ;i  classical  education, 
but  (111  aL'Ciiiiiit  III  weak  c)'cs  was  Imcc'tl  to 
rcliiKjuisli  liis  intciUion  ol  entering"  proles^ 
sioiial  life.  lie  has  ^ixen  his  cliildreii  a  t;(iod 
coninion-schod]  education.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sierk  are  well  ]iresci\eel  and  acti\e  in  the 
man)'  cares  of  lil'e,  notwithstanding'  the  fact 
that  the  labors  ot  faiiii  life  are  arduous.  The 
household  duties  are  niatle  li^'ht,  howe\'er,  b)' 
the  assistance  of  the  )-oun^'er  daughters  and 
their  widowed  sister.  Although  Mr.  Sierk  is 
e.vceedingi)-  modest,  there  are  few  farmers  in 
his  locality  who  are  nioie  prosperous,  and  none 
who  are  his  superior  in  successful  manage- 
ment, lie  is  jiassing  his  declining  years  most 
ha|)pil\'  in  compan}'  with  his  worthy  wife,  and 
enjo\s  the  blessings  of  twehe  lixing  childieii 
and  twent\  -one  graiidch ikiren.  In  ])olitics  he 
is  a  Democrat,  but  has  ne\er  sought  office, 
lie  anil  his  wife  are  (ierman  Protestants. 


^^?^ALM()\'  W'kK.HT,  the  much  respected 
"^^'^  Commander  ol  J.  V..  1  .ee  Post,  No. 
^  2 S 1 ,  (irand  Arm)-  of  the  Republic, 
was  born  in  West  AlmontI,  /Mlegany 
County,  N.\'.,  .Septendier  14,  1H31.  ilis 
granilfather  was  born  September  4,  i7<"hj, 
either  in  \\'ales  or  in  .America  of  Welsh  par- 
ents, b'ldin  Washington  Count)',  the  home  of 
his  youth,  he  removed  to  Allegany  Count)-, 
and  tiaded  his  laini  ol  one  hundred  acres  iii 
the  town  ol  (Ireenwich  tor  eighteei-i  hundretl 
acres  of  hea\il\-  timbered  land  in  what  is  now 
the  town  of  West  Almond,  where  he  became 
one  ol  the  pioiu-er  settlers.  To  each  one  of  a 
family  ot  se\-ent(,'en  childien  he  ga\-e  fifty  acres 
ot  l  and,  on  which  the\-  erected  a  saw-mill,  and 
engagetl  in  the  lumbei-  business  in  addition  to 
farming.  lie  resided  at  this  place  until  his 
death,   and  was  buiietl  on  the  farm. 

Zaimon  Wright,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  and  the  eldest  of  the  family  of 
sexeiiteeii,  w-as  born  in  (Ireenwich,  Washing- 
ton Count)-,  \.^'.,  where  he  was  educated  and 
married.  After  his  mairiage  he  remoxed  to 
(lenesee  Count\-,  making  the  reniox'al  with 
teams,  and  bought  a  tract  of  land  in  W'cthers- 
held.  Here  he  erected  a  log  cabin,  in  the 
construction   of   which   no  sawed  lumber  was 


used.  l^lankets  w-ere  hung  for  doois,  with  a 
log  at  the  bollom  to  keep  (hem  down;  while 
in  lioiil  III  the  laliiii  a  tniilinual  lii'i.-  ua^  kept 
burning  to  liighten  ,iwa\'  the  wohes.  As 
there  were  no  railroads  or  canals  tor  a  number 
ot  )ears  atlerward,  tlie  inhabitants  li\ed 
cliietl)-  on  the  products  ot  the  land  and  the  wild 
game,  which  was  alnuulant.  ^\fter  a  few  years 
Mr.  Wright  sold  his  home,  nioxing  to  Alle- 
gan)- Counl)-,  and  locating  on  laiul  gixeii  him 
I))-  his  lather,  where  he  li\ed  tor  o\ er  t]iiil\- 
)ears.  lie  then  mo\ed  to  Allegan)-,  Catta- 
raugus Count\-,  aiul,  luuing  boLight  a  tract  of 
land,  lixeil  tliei-e  for  a  lumiber  of  )-ears.  lie 
had  the  mistorlune,  liowexer,  to  lose  this  farm, 
and  after  the  war  came  to  Livingston  Couiit\', 
locating  in  Mount  Morris,  where  he  spent  the 
lest  ot  his  da\  s  with  his  son,  d\  ing  at  the  age 
of  eight)'-se\en  )ears.  Ilis  wite,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-seven  \ears,  was  Mai)-  Carter, 
a  daughter  of  Stephen  Carter,  of  (Ireenwich, 
Washington  C'ounty,  X.  \ .  Mr.  and  .Mrs. 
Wright  were  the  parents  of  six  children  - 
bdi/a  A.,  l.oriiida,  l'aner\,  Laura,  Llijah,  and 
Zaimoii. 

Zalmoii  Wiiglit,  a  caipentei-  and  joiiKr  In- 
trade,  was  educateil  at  Wot  Almond,  and  li\ed 
with  his  paieiit^  until  his  marriage,  following 
his  trade  until  his  enlistment,  August  IJ, 
iSf'ii,  in  Compaii)-  I,  .SixtN-fointh  .\ew  \'ork 
N'olunteer  Infantry.  lie  ser\etl  with  the  reg- 
ular aim)-  until  and  during  that  time 
l)ra\el\  did  his  dut\'  in  the  tollowing  battles: 
l'"air  ()aks,  scxen  da\ ^'  Peninsular  i.am]j.i ign, 
(iaines's  .Mill,  Peach  ()ichaid.  While  (  )ak 
.Sw-amp,  (jleiulale,  ALih  ei  n  II  ill.  P'redei  icks 
burg,  ami  Ciettysburg.  lie  was  hoiiorabh'  dis- 
chaig.'d  in  1  )ecembei-,  iSO:;,  and,  coming  to 
Mount  Moll  is  soon  alter,  wurkeilat  his  trade  a 
short  time,  and  then  turned  his  attention  to 
cabi net -mak  i ng,  wliich  he  has  .since  lollow  ed. 

In  i>*^3j  M  i'.  Wright  married  Lucielia 
Preice,  of  Deei  field,  Pa.,  who  died  in  1  .Sdri. 
lie  was  again  married  in  iSdj,  at  Spiinglield, 
Mich.,  to  I'hiseria  A.  (iieeii,  a  daughter  of 
.Stephen  Keiumi,  and  widow  ot  N.iac  (iieeii, 
who  bad  one  son,  .S.  LILworth,  who  has  since 
been  known  li\  the  name  ol  Wright,  aiul  ot 
whom  a  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
By  his  second  wife  Air.  Wright  had  two  chil- 
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(Ircn  —  I. aura  M.  and  Jennie  A.,  the  latter 
now  ileceased. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  W'rij^lit  aie  esteemed  niend)ers 
of  tlie  l^apti^l  iluncli,  and  .Mi".  \\'ri|;iit  is  a 
l<e|)iil)l  iean  in  |i(dilies.  lie  was  a  eharter 
member  o|  J.  I'.,  l.cv  I'osl,  .\o.  2S1,  (Jrand 
Arm\'  oi  the  Ke|iul)lie,  in  uhieh  older  he  has 
gained  mueh  popularit  \-,  hav  ing  most  ei'editabl)' 
Hlleil  all  the  various  olliees,  and  is  Aide-de- 
eamp  on  the  stall  ol  John  .Shotts,  Depart- 
ment C'onnnandei-.  lie  has  honorably  filled 
the  olfiee  ol  .\olar\  I'ublir  to|-  the  past  five 
\ears,  antl  is  well  de^eiviuL;  ol  the  res|jeet 
and  esteem  liestowed  upon  him  by  his  fellow- 
ei  I  i/ens. 


1??)T()X.  ORRIN  I).  I.AKh;  a  hij^hly  re- 
1-^^  sjieeted  citi/en  of  Mount  Morris,  and 
j  I9  I  a  former  I'nited  States  official,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Korti"ii;ht, 
])e]aware  Count)',  .\.\'.,  on  the  l  I  th  of  No- 
\embei',  1S03.  11  is  fatlier,  the  Re\'.  Warner 
Lake,  was  bom  in  I'onneet  ieut.  Ma)'  7,  1765. 
Alter  reaehiuL;'  manhood,  ,md  ha\ini;'  married, 
he  em i!j,rate(l  in  I7t)7  to  New  \'ork  State,  ac- 
complish i  ni;'  the  joui'ne\-  with  a  cart  and  a  jxiii' 
of  steers,  and  settletl  u|)ou  a  tract  of  land,  upon 
it  ei'ectin;;'  the  Imuse  in  which  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born.  lie  was  of  the  i^aptist 
peisuasion,  and  at  this  time  conunenced  his 
labors  as  a  preachei'.  In  i  S  1  Ti  he  aL;"ain  started 
westward,  and  mo\ed  his  lamil\'  to  (."a)Li^'a 
C"ounl\  ;  and,  it  beim;'  in  the  winter  season, 
the  jomneN  was  made  with  sleiL;hs.  Upon 
ariixal  there,  he  located  in  that  ])art  of  the 
town  ol  Amelius  which  is  now  the  town  of 
■Spri n^poit,  upon  a  tiact  of  land  on  which  were 
lo--  buildiu_L;s.  lie  managed  his  farm,  and 
also  attended  to  his  pastoi'al  duties,  residing;" 
there  until  1S30,  when  he  lemoxed  to  tiie  town 
ol  Mount  Morris,  purchasing;'  about  two  hun- 
dreil  acres  ol  land  lour  miles  from  the  \'il- 
la,u,e.  lie  continued  to  preach  for  about  se\'en 
\ears,  and  resided  there  until  bis  ik-cease,  Sep- 
teud)er  ji),  iS.pS.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
fust  wile,  the  mother  ol  ()ri'in  1).,  was  l'!li/,a- 
belh  W  illiams.  .She  was  born  in  Januar\', 
1765,  and  died  on  the  _'4th  of  Sei)tember, 
1834.     She  reared  nine  children,   as  folhjws  : 


i  John,    Mar)',   Annis,    I)a\  id,   Jluhlah,  Rboda, 

j  Sall\',   (  )i'i  in   1 ). ,   and  Warner. 

I       ()i'i'in    I).   Lake   is  the  onl\'  one  ot   the  pa- 

I  rental  iamih'  now  liviuL;.  lie  was  ten  \eai's  ot 
a[;'e  when  his  parents  mox  ed  to  ( 'a)  UL;a  (  ount)', 
and  I'emembers  well  the  imidents  ol  the  jour- 
ney. In  those  e.u'h  da)s  that  section  was  lar 
remoxL'd  from  a  market,  and  coutiiuicd  so  until 
the   I'.rie  C/anal   was  couipleted.      I  le  attended 

[  the  piont'ci'  schools,  and  assisted  npou  the 
home  larm  until  bis  marriaL;e,  alter  whieh  he 
located  on  a  small  laini  o|  tilt)'  aci'cs  _L;'i\en 
him  by  his  lather.  l'p<in  it  he  lesided  until 
1837,  then  sohl,  and  purcliased  the  old  home- 
stead oi  one  lunubed  and  litt\'  acres,  which  he 
continued  to  conduct  until  i.ST)!,  at  which  time 
he  entered  the  I'nited  States  ci\  il  ser\'ice  as 
Assistant  Assessor  ol  Internal  Rex'enue  toi-  the 
TwentN'-lifth  Distiict,  compiisiiiL;  the  comities 
of  L.i\ i ni;'stou,  {)ntario,  and  ^'ates.  This  pu- 
sition  he  held  foi'  six  )'ears,  wlien  he  was 
appointed  Assessor  lor  tlie  same  district,  con- 
tinnin^j,'  in  that  position  f<ir  four  \'ears,  when 
the  ollice  was  abol  ishcd. 

I  Ml'.  Lake  has  jjecu  a  resident  ol  the  \illat;e 
of  Mount  Morris  since  iSdS,  ahliou-h  he  still 
owns  the  old  homestead.  lie  was  foi'inerh'  a 
Whii;'  in  p(ililics,  l)ut  lias  sup[)orted  the  Re- 
publican pait\'  since  its  01  i^an i/at ion,  ami  has 
held  mcUU'  positions  of  pul)lic  tiust.  lie  was 
Assessoi'  loi'  a  number  ol  years,  and  in  1837 
was  elected  Justice  ot  the  Peace,  serxini;' 
twehe  \ears.  lie  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Coimt\'  Hoai'd  ol  .Super\isors  lor  se\'en  yeais, 
and  in  185!  32  was  a  menibei'  of  the  IeL;is- 
latnre.  In  [S31  he  mariicd  liis  first  wile, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  1'.  (iunn.  .She 
ilied  h\'bruai  \'  2(),  l  S4<) ;  and  be  mai  i  ied  lor 
his  second  wife  M.ntha  U.  (Iunn,  a  sistei'  of 
his  first  wile.  She  dieil  Xoxember  9,  1S77. 
Mis  third  wife  w,is  Mis.  Idniiia  Mead.  Mr. 
Lake  has  one  son  ])\'  his  first  man  iaj;e,  leiume 
A.,  a  sketch  ot  whom  ap])eai"s  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Lake  is  a  repi  e^entat  i \  e  of  that  intcL 
lectnal  class  ol  American  count  r\  _L;'eiUlemen 
w  ho  .ii'c  a  1  w  a\  s  an  honoi  to  the  conmumity  in 
whiib  the)  live.  lie  has  attained  a  ripe  old 
age,  and  enjov>,  not   oidv  a  well  earned  pros- 

j  perit\',  but  also  the  esteem  and  coiilidence  of 
his  lei  low-townsmen. 
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RAN(;]':  L.  TOZIKR,  an  extensive 
tarnu'i- of  Sheldon,  J ohnsonshui'ij,",  jjost- 
oKiee,  was  born  at  Watertown,  Jeffer- 
son Coinit),  \.\\,  December  2,  1826, 
and  when  two  years  of  aj;e  was  brouj^ht  liy  his 
parents  to  iieiniin^ton,  wliere  they  opened  a 
tarni  on  the  liolland  pnrehase.  1 1  is  I'atlier, 
l'd)er  To/ier,  was  boi  11  in  Koxbury,  in 
1789,  and  died  in  tlie  town  of  Cliarlotle,  (.'han- 
tan(|na  C'onnt)',  \.\'.,  in  1 S64.  Mr.  To/ier's 
paternal  i;iandlather  was  a  nati\e  of  1^" ranee, 
who  beeanie  a  refn|;"ee  dui  in^'  the  l''rench  Rev- 
olution, and  settled  in  ivo\bur\',  N.J  I.,  where 
he  followed  a^rienUural  [lursuits.  his 
death  he  lelt  a  lar;j,e  estate  to  three  sons  and 
three  daui^hters. 

.About  the  \ear  1  <S  1 S  J'lber  Tozicr  married 
Jemima  I'almer,  a  native  of  Sackett's  Harbor, 
daughter  of  Captain  I'llijah  Wyatt  I'almer,  wh(j 
was  made  kniie  foi'  life  b\'  a  wound  recei\'ed  in 
a  conflict.  Her  mother's  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  Lee.  Mr.  and  Airs.  To/ier  came  from 
Sackett's  Ilarboi'  to  \\'\'ominf;  County  in  an  ox 
wagon,  and  settled  on  Hennin|j,ton  Hill,  ]5en- 
nington,  where  they  purchased  sixty-li\'c  acres, 
mostly  timbered  land,  which  they  cleared  and 
impro\ed.  ThcN'  lesitlcd  upon  this  farm  until 
1840,  when  they  s(dd,  renting"  a  farm  for  one 
year,  after  which  they  jjurchased  two  liundred 
acres  in  the  \alle\'  known  as  Ilumphrev  Hol- 
low, thus  nametl  toi"  Deacon  Thcoi)hilus 
Humphrey,  who  settled  there  in  1 81 7  or  1818, 
the  first  settler  in  the  hollow  having  ])een  one 
J^uell.  i'lber  To/ier  died  in  Charlotte,  Chau- 
tauqua Count\',  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  )eai's. 
His  wife  died  in  1852,  at  Wellsburg,  lirie 
Count\',  I'a.  The)'  had  elex'cn  children,  of 
whom  ti\e  sons  and  bnir  daughters  attained 
their  majorit)  and  married.  (Jl  these,  two 
daughters  are  now  deceased. 

Orange  I,.,  the  fourth  child,  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits  anil  attended  the  district 
schools,  finishing  his  education  at  a  select 
school  in  Hata\  ia,  where  he  was  a  classmate  of 
Ixear  Admiia!  Chaiullei',  of  the  LHiited  .States 
na\\'.  lie  had  a  scholarshi[)  at  Alleghany 
C(dlege,  MeaiK'ille,  and  taught  school  one 
winter  teini.  He  lelt  his  home  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  and  was  married  in  his  twenty-first 
year,   July   25,    1847,    to    Miss    Harriet  H. 


[  Ifumphrey,  daughtei-  (if  Lester  H.  Humphrey. 
Attei"  his  maiiiage  Mv.  To/ier  went  to  luie 
Count)',  I'enr.s)  Ivania,  wheie  he  f.n  ined  and 
hmd)ered.  in  the  fall  of  that  \  eai-  he  cast  \\\s 
first  \'ote,  and  was  elected  School  Di rccto|-  and 
Inspectoi-  ol  the  boaiil.  Mi'.  'To/icr's  father 
was  a  Democrat  in  piditics;  but  he  hini.^elf 
joined  the  Republican  parl\  ,  having  been  one  of 
its  orgain/ers  in  his  section.  He  was  elected 
a  Justice  ol  the  Teaci'  at  ()range\ille  in  18^7. 

In  1  8r)C)  he  returned  to  his  farm  at  .Sheldon, 
and  in  1861  raised  a  com|)any  of  one  hundicd 
men,  which  he  took  to  \\'estfield,  joining  the 
Xinth  New  \'ork  Cawalry  as  Compan\  C,  of 
which  he  was  Captain,  and  served  until  |ul\  8, 
1862,  when  he  I'esigneil  on  acc<iunt  of  poui- 
health.  His  regiment  was  in  the  Tenin>uku' 
cam|)aign  under  .McCdellan,  and  later  with 
Tope  in  \'ii-ginia.  At  the  time  of  his  resigna- 
tion it  was  serving  imder  Ceneral  Ikirnside. 
After  some  impro\-ement  in  his  health  he  was 
ajipointed   Assistant    Tioxost    Marshal    of  his 

I  tlisti-ict,  holding  that  office  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  In  1864  he  w.is  elected  .Sujierx-i.-M ir 
from  Sheldon,  serving  two  years,  and  has 
sei'\-ed  in  the  same  ca|)acit)'  since.  He  has 
serv  ed  as  J  ust  ice  of  the  Peace  four  terms,  and 
in  1878  was  elected  to  the  Assemblv,  where 
he  i'e|)resented  his  ilistrict  two  years.  He  also 
had  the  honor  ot  assisting  in  the  nomination  of 
Cio\ei  nor  Cornell  at  Saratoga. 

Mr.  I'o/ier  has  lived  in  .Sheldon  most  of  the 
time  since  the  sjiring  of  1841.  1 1  is  farm  con- 
sists ot  about  twelve  hundred  acres,  upon  which 
he  does  geneial  farming,  managing  it  him- 
sell.     He  has  kept  as  many  as  one  hundred 

I  tdws,  lately  hav  ing  about  sixty.  He  has  made 
a  specialtv  ol  cheese  nuich  of  the  tinu',  but  at 
present  is  giving  his  attention  to  line  cieamery 
butter,  which  be  pioduces  bv  the  aid  of  a 
separator.  He  keeps  graile  Jersey  cows.  own- 
ing jnire  bloodetl  males,  and  also  makes  a  spe- 
cialty ol  choice  sheep,  of  which  he  kee]i^  an 
average  Hock  of  from  five  hundred  to  seventeen 
hundretl.  Hesides  his  faini  in  this  .State  Mr. 
I  o/ier  owns  some  valuable  land  in  Mcl.e.tn 
Countv,  Illinois.  He  is  a  member  of  Mount 
X'ernon  Lodge,  No.  263,  A.  V.  &  A.  M,,  and 
a  comrade  ol  the  (Irand  Armv  of  the  Republic, 
Buford  Pust,  Johnsonsbnrg. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tuzicr  liave  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, ei^'lit  sons  and  tliree  (lan;;]iter.s,  of  whom 
thi'ee  sons  are  now  deceased.  Chailes  died  at 
the  aL;e  ol  two  \eais,  lulwin  at  eleven  years, 
ill  \HG2,  while  .Mr.  To/.ier  was  serving  with 
his  re"imeiit,  and  l.ueian  died  at  the  age  of 
si.\.  The  following  are  now  living:  Lester 
II.,  su|)erintendent  of  the  >alt  works  at  War- 
saw, ha\'ing  a  wi(e  and  lliree  daughters;  An- 
nette, the  wife  of  .\le\aiider  Rood,  lesicling  in 
.Si  IK  lai  r\i  lie,  C  hautau(|na  County,  ha\dng  two 
daughters  and  one  son;  Alice  J.,  wife  of  Ami 
J.  Warren,  of  Johnsoiisliurg  ;  William  S.,  who 
assists  his  fatlier,  liaxing  a  \\ife,  three  sons, 
and  three  daughteis  ;  (  )range  L.,  Jr.,  a  farmer 
of  I'it tslield,  \'t.,  who  has  three  sons  antl  one 
daughtei-;  Charles  ,M.,  also  of  rittsfield,  who 
has  two  sons,  and  who,  in  comjiany  with  his 
brother,  owns  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land, 
which  the)'  operate  jointl)';  Harriet,  wife  of 
I'xlwin  IIo\-,  resitling  at  home,  hax'ing  one  son 
and  one  d.mghter;  and  Ihnden  Hum])hrey,  an 
attorncN',  who  was  admitleil  to  the  bar  at 
Buffalo,  Januar)  i  S(;4,  maia  ied,  but  as  yet 
not  located,  residing  at  home. 

/  C^)K()RGh:  D.  DOOr:  R,  a  noted  farmer 
\  I  and  stock-raiser  of  Livingston 
County,  present  President  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Avon,  is  a  native  of  Canandaigua,  but 
lias  resided  in  Avon  i)ractically  all  his  life, 
Ids  f(dks  having  removeil  from  Canandaigua  to 
Avon  shortly  after  he  was  born,  and  he  having 
remained  there  ever  since.  He  is  of  English 
descent,  both  his  father,  Cieorge  Dooer,  and 
his  mother  having  been  born  in  "Merrie 
I'jigland." 

The  nat  ional  ity  of  their  hrst-ltorn  child  may 
be  looked  upon  as  somewhat  uncertain  from 
one  point  ot  \'iew,  although  it  was  plain 
enough  from  a  legal  standpoint,  for  he  was 
born  on  the  high  seas  when  his  parents  were 
immigrating  fiom  bjigland  to  this  country. 
.\s  his  lather  and  his  mother  were  both  of 
luiglish  birth,  and  as  he  was  born  aboard  a 
\essel  fl)  ing  the  Lnglish  llai;,  he  was  born  an 
ICnglish  citi/en,  according  to  law;  but,  a.s  he 
was  born  in  no  particular  country,  but  on  a 
portion  of  tlie  eartli's  surface  which  is  com- 


mon to  all  countries,  and  as  his  father  and 
mother  had  practically  renounced  allegiance 
to  Lngland,  although  they  had  not  )  et  be- 
come citizens  of  the  LInited  Slates,  it  would 
appear  to  the  average  man,  unlearned  in  law, 
as  if  Joseph  1  )ooer  w.is  boi  ii  neithei'  I'ji-lish 
nor  American. 

The  Dooer  family  arrived  in  America  in 
1834,  and  took  up  tlieii"  abode  at  Canan- 
daigua, wheie  Mr.  1  )ooer  went  to  woik  for 
one  of  the  early  settlers  and  e.\tensi\-e  laud 
owners,  Mr.  Gregg,  remaining  in  his  einplo\' 
about  two  years.  During  this  time  the  sec- 
ond child  of  the  Dooers,  George  1).,  the  sub- 
ject of  f)ur  sketch,  was  born,  his  biithda}' 
being  July  jo,  1836.  Near  the  entl  of  that 
same  )'ear  the  Dooer  iamily  removed  to  Axon, 
and  it  was  in  that  town  that  the  heatl  of  it 
passed  the  rest  of  his  days.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  of  the  family  was  I'Tiz- 
abeth  Shaw;  and  she  gave  birth  to  five  chil- 
dren—  Jose|)li,  born  at  sea;  George  D.,  born 
at  Canandaigua;  and  Mar)'  IC,  W'illirnn  H., 
ami  Jane  11.,  all  of  whom  were  boi'u  at  A\'on. 

George  D.  Dooer  was  educated  at  the  Avon 
district  schools,  and  since  attaining  manhood 
has  made  the  butcher's  business  his  chief  oc- 
cuixition,  although  he  has  also  carried  on 
farming  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  makes 
a  specialty  of  raising  stock  for  the  inarket. 
He  has  been  identified  with  the  butcher's 
business  for  the  past  forty  )'ears,  and  some 
idea  ot  the  magnitude  ot  his  operations  and  of 
the  extent  to  which  he  is  engaged  in  stock- 
raising  may  be  gained  from  the  fact  that  he 
has  a  tract  ol  two  luuulred  acres  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  town  de\'oted  L'\clusi\'elv  to 
raising  stock  t(U'  the  market.  He  also  carries 
on  an  extensive  and  highly  cultivated  farm. 

He  was  mari'ied  in  1859,  his  biide  being- 
Miss  I\Liry  J.  Gami)bell,  the  daughter  of 
Hiram  Campbell,  of  Avon.  Light  children 
have  been  born  to  them  —  George  L.,  Will- 
iam J.,  Herman  A.,  Bessie,  Mauil  IC,  Mary 
Louise,  lames  .S.,  and  Georgiana.  Mr. 
Dooi'r  has  lu'cn  ,i  widower  lor  some  thi'ee 
yeai's,  his  wife  having  been  removed  by  death 
January  30,  1892.  His  daughtei',  Maud  L., 
married  A.  A.  Harnhart,  and  is  a  resident  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.     She  has  two  children,  and 
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named  the  first  one  after  her  father,  George 
D.  The  second  one  is  named  Archibald  A. 
(leorge  1^.  Doocr  inanied  Jessie  Knight,  and 
iias  hail  one  eliihl  born  to  him,  OnnoK'e. 

Al\va)s  an  active  and  stirring  man,  of  cjuick 
intelligence  antl  decision,  Mr.  George  ]). 
Dooci'  has  gained  prominence  in  public  as 
well  as  in  business  alfairs.  lie  held  tin  i)osi- 
lion  ol  Collector  tour  }ears,  served  as  Super- 
\isor  during  the  )ears  1872,  1S73,  1874, 
1875,  1877,  and  1885,  lias  long  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Hoard  ol  X'illage  Trustees,  and  at 
the  present  writing  is  rresident  of  that  body, 
lie  was  I'lesident  ol  the  water-works  in  1888. 
Mr.  Dooer  cast  his  lirst  vote  for  President  in 
i860,  when  he  \-oted  in  favor  of  Stephen  A. 
1  )ouglas. 

Being  keenl)'  interesteil  in  stock-raising 
and  in  farming,  it  ULiturally  follows  that  Mr. 
Uooer  is  also  interesteil  in  societies  which 
have  to  do  with  those  occupations.  fie  has 
been  awarded  many  pi'cmiums  at  cattle  shows, 
and  he  believes  in  encouraging  such  exhibi- 
tions in  ever)'  legitimate  way;  for  the  way  to 
attain  the  best  possible  results  at  tlie  least 
l)ossible  expense  is  to  compare  notes  with 
your  neighlior,  and  that  is  just  what  cattle 
shows  are  for.  Mr.  Dooer  was  a  director  of 
the  Western  New  York  Agricultural  Society, 
and  is  ViceT'resident  of  the  Livingston 
County  Agricultural  Society. 


'01  IN  R.  STRANG,  a  prominent  attor- 
ney of  Livingston  County,  residing  at 
(ieneseo,  was  born  at  Gait,  Canada, 
Jaiuiar)'  8,  1840.  His  father,  James 
Strang,  was  a  nati\e  of  Scotlanil,  where  he 
resided  until  he  j-eached  maidiood.  lie  was 
well  educated,  and  upon  ataining  his  majority 
decided  to  enter  the  ministry  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church.  After  gratluating  from  a  theo- 
logical seminar}-,  he  came  to  America  about 
1830,  and  for  some  time  sujiplied  various  pul- 
pits in  the  cliurches  of  the  Associate  Presb)'- 
terian  Presbyter)-  of  .Stamford,  which  at  that 
time  included  all  of  Western  New  \'ork,  and 
the  eastern  pait  ot  Canaihi  now  known  as 
()ntario,  spending  a  nund^er  of  months  in 
York,    Livingston    County,    N.Y.     Lie  was 


called  to  tlie  i^astorate  of  the  Associate  Pres- 
byterian church  at  Gait,  Canada,  in  1833, 
continuing  as  ]iastor  tliere  until  his  decease, 
which  occin'red  in  ()etober,  1857,  at  the  age 
of  sixt)--three  \-e,u-s,  after  having  ]ireached  the 
gospel  in  one  church  lor  a  |)eriod  ol  Iwenl)- 
four  )-ears.  The  maiden  name  o|  his  wile  was 
Rosanna  Inni.s.  .She  was  a  ikiughter  ot  Hugh 
liniis,  a  lai  nier,  who  about  1 8 1 J  remov  ed 
from  Delaware  C'ounly  to  \'ork,  in  Liv  ingston 
County,  becoming  one  ol  the  eai'l)-  settler.^  ot 
that  town,  and  passing  the  remainder  ol  his 
lite  there.  .Slie  mariied  the  Re\-.  James 
.Strang  in  1S38,  ant!  resided  with  him  at  Gait 
until  her  decease  in  1848.  Li\e  chihh-en 
were  born  to  them,  of  whom  three  are  still 
living,  namely:  John  R.,  the  su])ject  of  tliis 
sketch;  Hugh,  now  princijial  of  the  Collegiate 
Institute  at  (ioderich,  Canaila;  and  James,  a 
farmer,  also  living  in  Canada. 

John  R.  Strang  atteiided  the  scliools  at 
Gait,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  commenceil 
teaching.  He  taught  one  year  in  the  tow  11  of 
his  residence  and  two  years  at  Berlin,  Canada, 
after  wliich  he  entereil  the  law  scho(d  at 
j\lbau)-,  \.\'.,  remaining  two  terms,  and 
coming  from  there  to  Geneseo  for  tlie  inn-[)ose 
of  reading  law  with  Judge  Scott  Lord.  In 
March,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  I''onith  New  York  \'oluntcer  Regiment, 
and  at  its  organization,  on  March  8  of  that 
year,  was  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  of 
Conipany  G,  antl  immediately  went  to  the 
froiit  with  the  regiment,  remaining  with  it 
throughout  its  long  service,  which  closed  July 
29,  1865.  During  this  period  he  was  re- 
jieatedl)-  promoted,  being  connn iss ioned  Lirst 
Lieutenant  of  the  company  in  Sei)tember, 
1862,   Major  of  the  regiment   in  November, 

1862,  anil   Lieutenant  Cidonel   in  Lecendier, 

1863.  While  holding  his  commission  .is 
Lieutenant,  he  also  served  as  Adjutant  of  the 
regiment  foi-  se\-eral  months  and  as  Assistant 
Adjutant-general  on  the  Brigade  .Staff  fiM' 
some  time.  .\tter  April,  1802,  he  took  p.iit 
in  all  the  engagements  of  the  .Army  of  \'ir- 
ginia,  to  which  his  regiment  was  attached, 
closing  with  the  second  battle  ot  M.inassas ; 
and  after  his  regiment  w-as  transferred  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  September   3,  1862,  he 
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part icipatcil  uith  it  in  the  battles  of  South 
.Miuiiitain,  Antictani,  l-'rcclcricksburg,  Chan- 
cclh)rs\illc,  Gcttysl)urg,  ami  most  of  the  en- 
gaj^einents  of  Grant's  campaign  in  Virginia 
(luring  the  summer  of  1864,  at  one  period  duv- 
ing  which  his  regiment  was  under  fire  daily 
for  forlv  successi\'e  da}'s.  At  the  battle  of 
Weldon  Ivailroad,  August  17,  1864,  Colonel 
Strang  was  sexerel}'  wouiuled,  and  was  taken 
prisoner  ami  removed  to  the  Confederate  hos- 
pital at  IVlersburg,  \'a.,  fr()m  which  i)lace  he 
was  eventually  taken  to  tlie  hospital  at  the 
famous  l.ibby  Prison  at  Jvichmond,  Va. 
About  the  last  of  CJctober  he  was  paroled; 
and  in  r)ecember,  haxing  lecoverctl  suffi- 
cientl)'  Iroin  his  wound,  he  was  placed  in  com- 
mand at  Camp  rar(de,  Annapolis,  Md.,  and 
later  of  the  District  of  Annapolis.  He  was 
fnially  exchanged  on  March  25  of  the  follow- 
ing year,  and  about  tlie  same  time  was  com- 
missioned Colonel  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
I'ourth  Regiment,  but  was  unable  to  reach 
his  troops  until  three  da)-s  idter  ],ee's  surren- 
der, lie  remained  in  command  ol  the  regi- 
ment until  its  final  muster  out,  July  29,  1865. 

After  his  return  to  Ceneseo  he  resumed  his 
law  studies  with  Judge  Lord  and  also  his 
course  at  the  Albau)'  Law  .School,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  December,  1865,  being  ad- 
mittetl  to  the  bar  in  the  same  month.  After 
spending  a  number  ol  months  in  the  Southern 
-States,  he  returned  once  more  to  Geneseo,  in 
|ul\',  186^'),  and  began  the  [practice  of  law,  in 
whieh  he  has  been  activel)'  engaged  ever 
since.  I'^rom  1866  to  1876  he  was  associated 
with  James  B.  Adams  as  his  partner,  and 
since  January  I,  i88j,  Lockwood  R.  Doty, 
Ls(p,  has  been  associated  u  itii  him  under  the 
lirm  name  of  .Strang  iS:  Doty.  Besides  his 
law  practice  he  is  engaged  in  other  business 
enterprises,  being  one  of  the  proprietors  oi 
the  Livingston  /vi/'/z/'/ziV///,  one  ot  the  leading 
weekh'  newsjiapers  published  in  the  county, 
and  also  serving  as  executor  and  trustee  of 
large  estates.  In  1878  Colonel  .Strang  was 
elected  District  .\llorne)'  of  Livingston 
Count}',  and  held  the  oJlice  lor  two  terms. 
In  1 87 J  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  Hoard  of 
.Super\'isors,  ser\ing  four  years,  in  1876, 
1877,  1885,  and   1886  was  .Supervisor  of  the 


town  of  Geneseo,  and  has  been  activel)'  inter- 
ested in  all  local  public  matters,  educational, 
social,  and  ijolitical.  In  |)(ditics  he  is  and 
alwa)'s  has  been  a  pr()i lou nceil  and  active  Re- 
publican, lie  has  been  an  acti\e  friend  of 
the  jiulilic  sdiools  and  ol  higher  education, 
was  long  one  ol  the  Trustees  ol  the  Geneseo 
Academy,  ami  is  now  Serving  as  a  member  of 
the  local  RoartI  of  Trustees  of  llie  .State  normal 
school  at  Geneseo. 

In  1867  Colonel  .Strang  was  united  in  mai"- 
riage  to  Miss  Louise  Whitcomb,  daughter  of 
Walter  Whitcomb,  a  merchant  ami  i)anker 
of  Nunila,  X.\'.  They  b.ave  four  children  — 
Louise,  a  graduate  ot  the  fieneseo  Noirnal 
School,  and  now  a  teacher;  Walter  Whit- 
comb, now  attending  the  C(dlege  of  rh)-si- 
cians  and  .Surgeons  in  New  \'ork  City;  Arthur 
Lmis,  a  student  m  Cornell  Uni\  ersit)- ;  and 
Sojjhia,  who  is  attending  the  riormal  school. 
Both  of  the  M^ns  are  graduates  of  the  aca- 
demic department  of  the  (jcneseo  Normal 
School. 

Colonel  .Strang  has  been  a  .Master  Masmi 
since  1864,  and  has  l)een  .Secretar\- and  lunioi" 
Wai'den  ol  Geneseo  Lodge,  No.  J 14,  .A.  b". 
&  A.  M.  lie  is  a  Comrade  of  A.  A.  Curtis 
I'ost,  No.  (irand  Arm\'  of  the  Re[.ublic, 

ot  Geneseo,  and  has  been  Post  Commander  for 
four  terms,  besides  holding  other  oftices  in 
the  same  ortlei',  and  is  alM;  a  member  of  the 
I.>(jyal  Legion,  .New  Wivk  Commander)-.  lie 
is  identifietl  with  the  Presbyterian  church, 
being  a  member  of  its  BoanI  of  Trustees,  and 
having  also  been  aii  I'dder  since  1872. 


'AMLI'T.  I!.  CARR,  :i  well-known 
anil  prosperous  larmer  ol  Benning- 
ton, and  a  liledong  |-esid(.iit  of  this 
town,  w,is  born  U|)on  the  f.irm  he 
now  (.)ccupies,  Jul)'  ('),  1851.  His  father, 
Moses  Cair,  was  a  nati\'e  of  Connecticut,  boin 
in  i8()-;,  antl  was  the  son  of  D.ivid  Cai'i',  a  sol- 
dier of  ihe  War  of  l8iJ,  who  kiter  in  life 
came  to  .New  Vovk  Stale,  whi.ri.'  he  died  at  tlu' 
atlv.inced  age  ol  n  1  nel \'-se\'en  )ears,  .sm.irt  and 
activL'  both  mental!)"  and  ph)'sicall\'  to  the  iki)' 
of  his  death. 

Moses  Can  anti  Luc)  Coon  were  married  in 
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Connecticut  in  1824,  and  came  to  this  State, 
first  locating;"  at  ]5ri(li;e\vatcr  in  Oneida 
Cmiiit\',  huni  which  phicc  tliey  rcniovctl  to 
Orleans  Count)',  linally  .settliui;  in  Wyoming 
County  aliout  the  \'car  1833  or  1834.  .Mr. 
Carr  purchased  a  trad  of  wooiled  land  in  ]Jen- 
nint;ton,  which  had  haju  iniprt)Ved  to  the  ex- 
tent of  ha\ing  a  small  Iol;  house  erected  for 
temj)orary  hahitation.  He  dilii;-(jntly  applied 
himself  to  work,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years  cleared  over  one  hundred  acres,  and 
erected  a  sid)stantial  house  and  farm  build- 
ings, thus  e^tahl ishiriL;  a  permanent  home  for 
himself  ami  family.  Of  the  three  sons  and 
si.\  daughters  l)oin  to  them,  two  sons  and  four 
daughters  are  still  living,  namely:  .Sarah, 
wife  of  hrank  Reed,  ribiding  in  Wisconsin; 
IClizaheth,  wife  of  Ceorge  W.  Wright,  of 
Ikdoit,  Wis.;  llannah,  who  marriet!  Albert 
Allen,  of  ()rleans  Ctiunty;  Sojihronia,  wife  uf 
Jacob  Suiter,  of  Genesee  County;  Marcus,  a 
farmer  in  the  vicinity  of  liennington;  and 
.Saiiniel  15.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
other  son,  James  Carr,  enlisteil  as  a  volunteer 
at  Union  Square,  New  \'ork  City,  in  1861,  in 
the  lughty-seventli  I'iegiment,  New  York  Ar- 
tiller)'.  He  was  made  a  pirisoner  at  the  battle 
of  Fair  Oaks  and  confined  at  Hogg  Island, 
coming  home  to  die,  at  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  oi  bloiHl-|ioisoning  aiul  other  bad  effects 
caused  b)'  ill  treatment  ami  exposure.  Mis 
sister  Laura,  wife  of  Seymour  Lewis,  tlied  at 
Palmyra,  leaxing  one  son,  Charles  Lewis. 
The  mother  died  .Marcli  12,  l8gi,  aged 
eighty-six,  and  the  father  in  July,  1894,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years. 

.Samuel  U.  Carr  has  been  a  life-long  resi- 
dent of  Bennington,  never  having  left  his  na- 
tive town  except  for  short  visits.  Me  received 
his  education  at  the  district  schools,  and  ac- 
quired a  thorough  knowledge  of  agriculture  in 
assisting  his  father  on  the  home  farm.  On 
June  16,  1 87 1,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Lina  Jones,  of  I'olsomdale,  daughter  of 
Orson  Jones,  now  deceased,  win;  was  an  early 
settler  in  Bennington.  Mrs.  Carr  died  Marcli 
12,  1894,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight,  leaving 
three  children.  'l"he  eldest  of  these,  Orson, 
a  young  man  of  twenty-two  years,  who  mar- 
ried  Ann  Rice,   resides  at    home.  Warren, 


aged  fifteen,  and  Lucy,  in  her  thirteenth  year, 
are  attending  scho(d.  I\Ir.>.  Carr  left  one 
brothel-,  li'ving  J(iin.-s,  of  Darieii,  and  a  sister, 
.Mrs.  Amelia  Winship,  ol  ,\^litabula,  ()liio. 

iMr.  Carr  is  a  Lemoc  ral  in  pol  it  ics  and  an 
admirer  of  i'resident  Cle\elaiid.  Me  has 
served  as  Highway  Commissioner  lor  three 
years.  In  iSiji  he  erected  his  line  barn,  a 
structure  thirty-two  b)'  .seventy  leel,  sixteen- 
feet  posts,  and  in  the  same  yeai'  rebuilt  his 
resilience.  Me  kee[)S  several  cows,  cheese 
being  the  piincipal  dairy  product.  Mis  farm 
is  exceedingly  fertile  and  tree  from  weeds  and 
brush,  as  he  is  an  exceptionall)'  neat  and  par- 
ticular farmer.  It  is  situated  upon  high 
ground,  but  is  very  smooth  and  level,  being 
without  tloubt  one  of  the  most  valuable  pieces 
of  farm  propeit)'  in  tlie  town.  Me  has  toiled 
incessantl)'  lor  man)'  years;  and  the  compe- 
tenc)'  which  is  the  lesult  of  his  exertions 
allows  him  to  enjo)'  a  much-needed  recreatioii, 
although  he  is  still  strong  and  ro])nst.  In  his 
latter  )'ears  Mr.  Carr  has  travelled  consider- 
abh'  in  the  West,  being  absent  from  home 
during  short  inter\'als,  but  finds  no  part  of  the 
country  so  agreeable  to  him  as  his  own  pleas- 
ant and  healthful  home  in  Western  New  \'oik. 


--pVTARS.    MARY    JACKSON   OLIN,  a 
I  =/     liighl)'  respecteil  I'esident  of  Perr\', 
I  J|U  (        widow    ot    the    late    Cei'inan  1!. 

Olin,  was  born  in  that  town  near 
the  \'illage  of  L.i  Grange,  May  31,  1836. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  listher 
(Tillou)  I\Iartiii,  and  grand-daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  (Jackson  )  Martin,  the  grandfather  a 
native  of  Ireland  and  the  grandmoth'.'r  of 
.Scotland.  They  were  married  in  Ireland, 
came  to  America,  and  settled  in  .Scipio, 
)'uga  County,  N.\'.,  when  the  eouiitr\'  was 
new,  and  reared  four  children Mar)'  Anii. 
who  married  Joshua  Cornwell:  I'di/abetli, 
wile  of  Junius  Butler;  William;  and  John 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Martin,  after  a  long  life 
ot  prosperit\',  died  at  an  advanced  a-e  in 
.Scipio.  It  ma\'  be  worlh\'  of  mention  that 
the  niotlier  of  James  ?ilartin  lived  to  reach  the 
unusual  age  of  one  hundred  and  one  years. 
John  Martin  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  at 
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the  a;^c  of  one  month  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  Aniei-ica.  He  was  echicated  in  Scipio, 
and  canie  to  I-'.asl  i.a  (iran^e  when  a  yoini^J 
man,  ami  |)urchase(i  a  lar-e  tract  of  wild  hind, 
upon  whieh  he  began  a  jiioneer's  life  in  a  log 
cabin.  lie  cleared  and  improved  a  vahial)le 
farm,  ami  later  erected  a  sul)stantial  resi- 
dence, which  is  still  standing.  Although  a 
man  of  indomitable  pur[>(ise  and  iron  nerve, 
he  was  iemarkal)l)-  cheeiful  and  jovial  in  his 
tlisposition.  lie  died  at  the  age  of  titty-three 
years,  leav  ing  a  widow,  Msther  Tillou  IVIartin, 
and  three  children  —  Mary  j.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Martha  ?\I.,  born  July  i6,  i  S40, 
who  manied  Chailes  .S.  Read,  residing  in 
Perry,  having  two  children  ;  and  John  J.,  who 
married  hdiza  Wiggins.  She  died,  leaving 
two  sons  -- John  H.  ami  Charles  G.,  the 
younger  of  whom  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Olin,  has 
reared,  educated,  and  started  in  business. 
John  J.  Martin  marrietl  foi'  his  second  wife 
Mary  Keeton,  by  wliom  he  has  one  son, 
William  K. 

Esther  Tillou,  Mrs.  John  JMartin,  was  a 
daughter  of  James  Tillou,  who  was  born  in 
New  York  City,  Nowmlier  2,  1766,  and  dietl 
in  the  town  of  I'err)-,  Wxoming  County,  near 
Burke  Hill.  His  children  were  as  follows: 
Betsey,  Jacob,  Soiihia,  Jane,  Phebe,  Corn- 
hurry,  P'sther,  y\nn  Maria,  Rufus,  Mary, 
James,  Rachel,  Clementine,  and  John  B.,  by 
first  wife,  and  Mary  P'rances,  by  second  wife. 
James  Tillou's  first  wife  was  P^anny  Dayton, 
and  his  second  Mary  Donaldson,  widow  of 
'William  Lester.  Both  wives  were  born  in 
New  Paltz,  N.Y. 

Mary  Jackson  was  educatei.1  in  the  district 
schools  and  LeRoy  L'^nixersity.  In  1858  slie 
was  united  in  marriage  to  (lerman  B.  Olin, 
who  was  born  in  Peir)',  April  6,  1837,  and 
was  a  son  of  'Prnnian  and  l^etsy  (Hoyt)  Olin, 
grandson  of  l-lzra  Olin,  great-grandson  of  John 
Olin,  and  great-great-grandson  of  John  Olin, 
Sr.,  who  came  to  America  from  Great  Britain 
in  the  year  1700,  and  settled  in  Past  Green- 
wich, k.l.,  where  he  died  June  10,  1745- 
'Phe  following  are  descendants  of  John,  h.is 
second  son,  born  .September  17,  1741,  who 
died,  leaving  nine  chiUlren.  PZzra,  second 
son  of  John,  born  in  Rhode  Island,  March  23, 


1772,  came  to  Perry  in  iS2(),  where  he  lo- 
cated in  the  (.astrrn  part  of  the  town  on  a 
lai'ge  tract  o(  land,  became  a  \  er)'  ])ids])eroLis 
farmer,  and  died  Xowniber  5,  1858,  having 
had  iourteen  children.  'Prnnian,  son  of  p]/.ra, 
born  in  Rhode  Island,  October  16,  1810,  was 
there  educateil  ;  and  in  1824  he  came  to  Perry, 
where  he  taught  sclnud,  and  on  August  28, 
1834,  was  maiiied  to  J5etsy  IIo}t,  who  was 
l)orn  in  ()tsego  (\junty,  Apiil  9,  1814.  He 
was  a  practical  farmer,  and  by  diligence  and 
judicious  management  accumulated  tjuite  a 
large  fortune.  He  died  March  23,  1882, 
lea\ing  a  wife  and  two  children,  one  having 
preceded  him  to  the  (jtlier  shore,  namely — • 
Helen,  who  was  boi"n  l'\-bruar)'  9,  1839,  and 
died  h'ebruary  4,  1 842 ;  Cierman  B.  is  ncjw 
deceased;  Milo  PI.,  btjrn  December  3,  1842, 
married  Mary  \l.  Chapin,  resiiles  in  Perr)-, 
and  is  a  banker,  having  five  children  —  Mary 
E.,  C  ariie  ^A.,  Waiter  1.,  Richartl  M.,  and 
(German  P. 

(leinian  B.  Olin,  whose  portrait  accom- 
panies these  memoirs,  was  educated  in  tlie 
schinds  of  Peiry  and  at  Pima  Seminary  and 
Andover.  Alter  completing  his  studies  he 
])urchased  a  tarm  of  one  lumdred  acres,  upon 
which  he  erected  a  new  residence,  and  remod- 
elled the  other  buildings.  He  li\ed  there 
eight  years,  then  sold  the  place,  and  moved  to 
Perry,  where  he  engaged  in  mei'cantile  busi- 
ness, which  he  afterward  sold,  and  purchased 
thirty-five  acres  of  land,  located  at  the  north 
end  of  the  village  on  Main  Street.  He  here 
went  into  the  nursery  business,  tastefully  fit- 
ting up  his  grounds  and  establishing  a  beauti- 
lul  home.  Jle  latei^  went  into  partnership 
with  W.  IP  Tultle  and  others  in  manufactur- 
ing the  patent  spring  tooth  harrow.  In  this 
business  he  continued  until  1S81,  when  on 
account  of  feeble  health  he  went  .South  in 
hope  of  recovering,  but  died   in  Aiken,  S.C. 

He  was  a  very  active  member  of  tlie  Pres- 
byteiian  church  and  a  Republican  in  politics, 
alwa)-s  taking  an  intelligent  ami  heait}'  inter- 
est in  ])ubl  ic  affairs.  llavi  ng  no  ch  i  Idren  of 
their  own,  Mr.  ami  Mi's.  Olin  adopted  Walter 
\\'eld  at  the  age  of  eleven  }ears,  a  relative  of 
the  famil\-.  whom  the)-  educatetl  and  started 
in  lite.     He  i.s  now  a  railroad  agent  in  De- 
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troit,  IMich.  He  married  Minnie  Sheldon, 
and  has  two  children  —  Winifred  and  V\ov- 
ence.  Since  her  IiusIxukTs  decease  Mrs.  Olin 
has  remodelled  her  house,  erected  a  new  and 
well-ap|)ointed  barn,  and  made  other  improx  c- 
ments.  She  is  an  active  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church. 


T^HAklJ'.S  15.  MrN.MR,  a  rei)resenta- 
I  live  of  one  of  the  eaidicst  settled  fam- 

^^is  ilics  of  Livingston  County,  is  a 
practical  ami  progressive  a<;ricultur- 
ist,  owiiin--  and  occiipyin;^'  an  excellent  farm 
in  Mount  Morris.  A  nati\e  of  Livingston 
County,  he  was  horn  in  ( Ii-oveland,  January 
JQ,  1SJ9,  beini;' a  .son  ol  Robert  McNair,  who 
was  born  in  Northampton  County,  I'ennsyl- 
vania.  May  29,  1793. 

Mr.  McNair  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  the 
hardy  race  of  the  .Scotch-Irish,  a  peojile  who 
are  essentially  .Scotch  in  their  inherent  quali- 
ties of  thrift  anil  industry,  Ireland  having 
been  to  them  l)ut  a  temiiorary  abiding-place. 
His  great-grandfather,  John  McNair,  was  born 
in  Scotland,  and  emigrated  from  there  to 
County  Donegal,  Ireland,  in  i6go.  He  re- 
mained in  the  I'jnerald  Isle  until  after  the 
birth  of  some  of  his  children,  and  then  in 
1738,  desirous  of  a  better  field  of  labor  for  his 
offsjjring,  came  to  America,  locating  in 
Northampton  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
spent  the  remaining  days  of  his  life.  In 
1794  two  of  his  sons,  John  and  Hugh  McNair, 
came  to  the  (ienesee  \'alley  to  assist  in  tlie 
survey  of  this  section  of  tin:  country;  and  two 
years  later  another  son,  William,  the  grand- 
father of  our  snbjei  t,  and  a  native  of  County 
Donegal,  Ireland,  came  hither  with  his  fam- 
ily, making  the  overland  journey  with  teams. 

William  McNair  located  in  what  is  now 
Grovelantl,  Livingston  County,  but  was  then 
includetl  in  the  limits  of  Ontario  County,  and 
was  one  of  the  actual  original  settlers  of  this 
portion  of  the  .State.  He  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  Colonel  Williamson,  the  lantl  agent, 
who  gave  him  his  choice  of  land;  and  he 
selected  three  hundred  acres  of  heavily  tim- 
bered land,  for  which  he  paid  five  dollars  per 
acre,  and  in  the  dark  depths  of  the  primeval 


forest  reared  a  log  house,  and  at  once  began 
to  clear  a  farm.  On  that  homestead  he  lived 
until  called  to  his  eternal  rest,  at  the  extreme 
age  of  ninety-six  years.  'I'lie  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  .Sarah  Horner,  and  by  her  he  had 
foiu'  cliildren. 

Robert  McNair,  the  father  of  Charles  P. 
McNair,  was  a  small  child  when  he  came  with 
his  parents  t<i  this  count)  ;  and  he  witnessed 
the  Wonderful  transformation  ol  the  wilder- 
ness into  a  wel l-de\ elo[)ed  countr\',  teeming 
with  the  productions  of  the  farmei',  mechanic, 
manufacturer,  and  merchant.  In  the  days  of 
his  youth,  deer,  bears,  widves,  and  smaller 
game  were  abundant,  and  besides  furnishing 
sp(ut  for  the  hunter  and  trapper  supplied  the 
jjioneer  with  a  large  part  ol  his  subsistence. 
Railv,a\s  and  canals  were  then  mdieard  of; 
and,  markets  being  far  ilistant  and  almost  in- 
accessible, the  early  settlers  raised  their  own 
food  products,  and  made  sugar  from  the  sap  of 
the  maple.  Roliert  McNair  li\-ed  with  his 
[xirents  until  his  marriage,  and  alter  that  time 
occupied  a  part  of  the  old  homestead.  With 
characteristic  Scotch  energy  and  industry  he 
carried  on  general  farming,  and  in  atldition 
thereto  dealt  extensively  in  cattle.  He  was 
prospered  in  all  of  his  undertakings,  added  to 
his  landed  estate,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  wdien  he  was  seventy-one 
years  old,  was  the  c)wner  ot  upward  of  two 
thousand  acres  of  lanil,  all  Iving  within  this 
count)'.  He  married  Amelia  Waiiier,  a  na- 
tive of  Richmond,  Ontario  County,  ami  a 
daughter  of  William  Warner,  of  Lima.  .She 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  leav  ing 
nine  children,  as  follows:  William  R.,  Sarah 
A.,  Henry  W.,  Charles  P.,  Miles  P.,  Mary 
J.,  Amanda  W.,  I'Jiima,  and  Augusta  C. 
One  child,  Robeit  Augustus,  w.is  drowned  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  months. 

Charles  P.  McNair,  the  subject  of  this  per- 
sonal narrative,  received  a  substantial  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schord  ;  and  this  was 
advanced  by  attendance  at  Canandaigua  .Acad- 
emy. He  remained  an  inmate  of  the  parental 
family  until  1850,  and  then  went  to  Vond  du 
Lac,  Wis.,  going  via  the  Lakes,  which  was 
then  the  most  convenient  and  expeilitiovrs 
route.     After   remaining    there    one  season, 
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Mr.  McNair  returned  to  the  home  of  his 
youth,  ami  finally  settled  on  the  farm  which 
he  now  own.s  and  oeeupies,  and  which  he  has 
since  niana'^ed  with  prolitahle  results. 

On  the  19th  of  (Jctoher,  1853,  he  was 
united  in  niarriat;e  with  Miss  Henrietta  1*. 
McNair,  a  native  of  (Iroveland,  LivinL;ston 
County,  antl  a  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Pierpont)  McNair;  and  their  union  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  the  following"  children: 
Marion  became  the  wife  nf  the  Rev.  V.  P.  Gil- 
man,  and  accompany ini^  him  as  a  missionary 
to  Hainan,  South  China,  was  the  first  white 
woman  to  visit  the  interior  of  that  country; 
b'lora  A.  is  the  wife  of  Trofessor  J.  A.  Rock- 
fellow,  of  Cedar  ]\apids,  la. ;  Henrietta  1'.  is 
the  wife  of  the  Rev.  F.  E.  Bancroft,  pastor  of 
the  Mrst  and  Second  Presbyterian  Churches 
of  Sparta;  Sarah  L.  is  at  home;  Jean  A.  is  the 
wife  of  Professor  C.  \V.  'Paylor,  of  Northamp- 
ton, Mass.;  Caroline  \V.  is  at  home;  Charles 
H.  dietl  in  Sei)tember,  1S93,  a^ed  twenty- 
three  years;  William  W.  dietl  in  1863,  at  the 
a<^e  of  four  years. 

The  father  of  Mis.  McNair  was  born  in 
Northampton  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
the  son  of  Hugh  McNair  and  the  ji;randson  of 
one  William  McNair.  He  was  but  six  years 
old  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  this 
county,  and  haviuL;'  been  reareil  to  farming;- 
pursuits  was  eni^a^ed  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil 
through  life.  He  purchased  lanil  from  his 
father,  and  buying  other  land  as  his  means 
|)ermitted  became  the  |)ossessor  of  about  three 
himdred  acres  of  choice  land,  the  impiove- 
ments  being  the  best  in  the  locality.  He 
married  Sarah  I'ieipoiit,  a  native  of  Ritchnelcl 
County,  Cimneeticut.  She  is  of  distinguished 
English  ancestry  and  a  lineal  descendant  of 
John  Pierpont,  who  emigrated  from  ICngland 
to  America  in  1640,  and  settled  in  Roxliury, 
Mass.  The  next  in  line  of  descent  was  the 
Rev.  James  Pier|)ont,  a  ("ongregational  min- 
ister of  Roxlnii-)',  and  later  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  wliei  e  his  last  yeai  s  were  passed.  He 
was  one  of  the  loundei's  of  Vale  College.  His 
son  James  was  a  life-long  resident  of  Con- 
necticut; and  his  son,  William  Pierpont,  the 
maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  McNair,  was  a 
prominent  woollen  manufacturer  of  Plymouth, 


Conn.,  where  he  resided  until  his  decease. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Huldah 
Ensign.  .She  was  a  nati\'e  of  C(jnnecticut  and 
a  lile-long  resident  ot  that  .State.  'Iheir 
daughter,  Sarah  (Pierpont)  McNair,  now  an 
aged  woman,  resides  on  the  homestead,  where 
she  is  tenderl)'  cared  for  b)'  her  two  daughters, 
and  is  surrounded  by  all  that  makes  life 
desirahle  and  i:)leasant. 


^1  HOMAS  IMvLODIb:,  of  Caledonia,  was 
*  I  born  in  Henle)'-on-'Phames,  P'ebruar)' 
16,  1827,  son  of  William  Brodie,  who 
was  born  in  Perthshire,  .Scotland,  .September 
11,  1790.  Leaving  his  native  heathery  moors 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  William  Brodie, 
who  was  a  skilled  botanist,  and  had  taken  up 
the  profession  of  scientific  gardening,  went  to 
the  quaint  okl  town,  lIenle}'-on-Thames,  so 
picturesquely  described  in  the  article  entitled, 
"In  the  P'ootsteps  of  Dickens,"  in  the  C'cs- 
)iiopolita)i  foi-  May,  1893.  Here  at  ]-"awley 
Court  he  began  his  favoidte  employment, 
being  put  in  charge  of  the  landscape  garden- 
ing of  a  gentleiuan  of  rank,  whcj  hatl  an  impos- 
ing mansion  and  extensive  domain  lying  along 
the  banks  of  the  Thames.  With  a  large  force 
ot  men,  some  se\'enty  in  nund)er,  and  all 
iiecessai'y  means  tor  carrving  on  his  wiuk,  the 
lieautitul  grounds,  with  their  [jatches  of  wooib 
laiul  and  sca-gravel led  carriage  drives,  sloping 
down  to  the  river's  edge  or  winding  off  to 
some  old  castle  hard  by,  were  soon  trans- 
formed imtler  his  skilful  and  artistic  liand.  A 
collection  ot  ancient  maps  and  i)lans  in  ink 
and  water-colors,  drawn  b_\'  himself  with  the 
utmost  precision  and  accuracv,  showing  the 
location  of  the  various  greenhouses,  foun- 
tains, miniature  lakes,  rustic  biitlges,  tlower 
jdots,  seipentine  walks,  clumps  of  shrubhei'V, 
and  deer  paik,  are  still  in  jjossession  of  the 
fam  i  ly. 

After  eleven  yeai\s'  residence  in  I'.ngland 
Mr.  I^rodie  was  mairied  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Aver\- ;  and  to  them  were  boi  ii  six  chiltlren, 
tour  sons  and  two  daughters;  name])',  Will- 
iam, Jr.,  Charles,  Thomas,  Mary,  John, 
h'rances.  The  schools  of  Scotland  being 
thought  superior  to  those  of  England,  Will- 
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iani,  Jr.,  at  the  a'j^l-  of  six  and  Chaiies  at  foui- 
were  sent  tliere  In  he  cai'ed  for;  and  there, 
separated  fiom  father  and  mother  loi-  four 
years,  they  were  kept  in  .-,eiiool  until  tlieir 
jjarents  wei-e  ready  to  sail  for  America  in  the 
summer  of  1833.  They  all  embarked  at  Lon- 
don; anil,  after  six  weeks"  battling'  with  winil 
and  wa\e,  the  good  oKI  ship  '"Hannibal" 
br(jught  them  safel)'  into  port.  During  the 
passage  a  violent  storm  raged  for  many  hours, 
at  which  time  e\i'r\'  iiassenger  was  confined 
within  the  hold  of  the  \essel  save  Mr.  Brodie, 
who  was  i)ermitted  to  remain  on  deck  with 
the  ea|)tain,  his  good  judgment  and  self-j^ios- 
session  giving  confidence,  and  being  rather 
reassuring  than  otherwise.  Ten  days  after 
reaching  New  \'ork  they  proceeded  up  the 
Hutlson  on  a  steamboat  to  Albany.  Here 
they  were  transferred  to  a  canal  boat  upon  the 
Erie  Canal,  where  for  one  week  they  slowly 
crept  along  towai'd  their  destination.  On 
their  wa\'  a  little  incident  occurred  which 
seems  noteworthy.  The  family  had  come  to 
some  distance  west  of  Albany  without  Mr. 
Brodie,  he  having  tarrietl  behinil  in  New  York 
to  look  after  some  missing  baggage,  intend- 
ing to  take  a  packet,  which  made  much 
better  time  than  the  ordinary  boats,  and 
overtake  his  family  before  they  would  reach 
Rochester.  One  night  lis  Mi's.  Brodie  was 
anxiously  watching  amid  the  darkness  packets 
shooting  past,  as  they  had  frequently  done 
bef(jre,  she  said  to  a  neighljor,  who  had  ac- 
comijanied  them  across  the  ocean,  as  an  ap- 
proaching jxicket  drew  near,  "Jirodie  is  on 
that  boat,  and  I  shall  shout."  The  reply  was, 
"You  might  as  well  shout  to  the  man  in  the 
moon."  Nothing  daunted,  she  shouted  at  the 
top  of  her  voice,  "Brodiel"  and  the  resi)onse 
came  back,  "Aye,  a)e  I  "  and  soon  to  theii' 
great  joy  he  was  with  them.  Was  this  a  psy- 
chological i)henomenon  or  a  special  interposi- 
tion of  I'l'ovidence  to  relieve  a  burdened  soul'.'' 
Arriving  at  Rochester,  which  was  then  only 
a  village,  a  temporary  home  was  sought  and  the 
older  children  immediately  i)laced  in  scho(d, 
while  the  lather  went  out  to  ])|-ospect  for  tln' 
future  home.  This  he  lountl  in  the  town  ol 
Riga,  Monroe  County,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres, 


well  watered  by  the  muiky  stream  known  as 
l^lack  Creek,  and  which  bore  but  faint  re- 
semblance to  the  noble  Thames.  I'o  this 
]:)lace  he  brought  his  famil),  and  in  time  a 
beautitul  and  taslelul  country  home  was 
createtl.  Choice  shrubs  and  liagrant  tlowers 
adiuned  the  lawn,  Iruit-trees  )'ielded  iheir 
abundance  of  every  variety,  and  ]iroductive 
fiehls  rewanled  the  toils  of  the  pioneer  and 
his  family.  They  sinm  )'arn  for  stockings 
and  for  the  making  ol  the  homespun  fabrics 
which  ever)bodv  wore  in  those  days;  and  the)' 
made  their  own  clothes,  raiseil  their  own  food, 
and  depended  on  merchants  for  nothing  ex- 
cepting such  articles  as  they  could  not  pos- 
sibly furnish  for  themsehes.  Three  years 
after  this  home  was  established  in  the  new 
country,  the  fifth  son  and  }oungest  child  was 
born,  Wilson  l)eing  the  name,  given  in  homu- 
of  a  particular  friend  of  his  father,  Dr.  John 
Wilson,  a  Scotch  physician  of  the  old  school. 
As  the  years  went  on  in  tliis  Scotch-American 
home,  the  children  grew  uj)  to  fill  useful  and 
honorable  places  in  society.  The  eldest  son, 
William,  Jr.,  taking  high  rank  as  a  |)h\'sician 
and  being  so  widely  known,  it  ma}-  not  be 
out  of  place  to  give  an  extract  which  appeared 
in  the  Tlicmpciitic  Cazettr,  published  at  De- 
troit, Mich.,  September,  1890,  upiui  the  occa- 
sion f)f  his  deatli,  which  occurred  Jul\'  30 
previous  :  — 

"Dr.  William  l^iodie  was  born  at  h'awley 
Court,  Buckinghamshire,  I'lngland,  Jul)-  j8, 
1823,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease  had  just 
entered  ui)on  his  sixty-eighth  )-ear.  In  1833 
he  emigrated  with  his  ])arents  to  America, 
settling  on  a  farm  near  Rochester,  N.Y. 
Later  on  lie  entered  and  mainly  through  his 
own  efforts  maintained  him^elf  at  1^-oekporl 
College.  Here  he  remainetl  thiee  years, 
graduating  with  honors.  In  1847  l^*-'  le'moved 
to  Michigan,  where  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Wil- 
son, of  I'ontiac,  he  begai-i  the  study  of  incdi- 
cine.  He  soon  afterward  returned  to  the 
East,  and  entered  Ik-rkshire  Medical  College. 
Later  he  entered  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  New  York,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1850.  Returning  to  Michigan, 
he  settled  at  Detroit,  and  at  once  obtained  the 
position  of  House  Surgeon  at  St.  Mary's  Hos- 
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pital.  lie  was  also  ICxamining  I'hysiciaii  for 
St.  Andrew's  ami  St.  (Icur^'e's  .Societies.  In 
1S55  and  i.S5C'>  he  was  .Secretary  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association.  At  this  period  he 
edited  the  Pciiiiisitlar  yonnial  of  Mciiiciiif. 
At  tile  ontbreak  of  the  late  Ci\'il  War  he  was 
appointed  .Surgeon  to  the  b'irst  Regiment, 
Michigan  \'(jhinteer  Infantry.  .Subsequently 
he  was  appointed  Brigade  Surgeon.  Return- 
ing to  Detroit,  Dr.  Brodie  was  for  many  years 
an  efficient  nieniln'r  of  the  Board  of  Health. 
From  1873  until  the  time  of  his  death  he 
acted  as  Surgeon  to  the  l-^ire  Department.  In 
1885  he  was  chosen  a  Trustee  of  the  Detroit 
Metlical  College,  also  filling  the  chair  of 
cincritiis  professtjr  of  the  princijjles  and  prac- 
tice of  medicine  and  clinical  medicine.  He 
was  at  different  periods  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  Michigan  State  Medical  and  W'ayne 
County  Medical  Societies.  In  1887  he  was 
President  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion and  the  same  }ear  first  Vice-President  of 
the  Ninth  International  Medical  Congress." 
I<"rom  the  Medical  .Ij^f,  also  published  in  De- 
troit, we  extract  the  following:  "Dr.  William 
Broclie  was  a  gentleman  well  and  widely 
known  among  the  |)rofession,  and  universally 
honored  by  all.  He  was  exceptionally  [ironii- 
nent  and  a  conspicuous  figure  in  medical  so- 
cieties and  in  all  measures  of  reform.  He 
was  likewise  a  profound  political  factor  in  his 
adopted  city  and  State;  and,  though  perhaps 
unswerving  in  niatteis  of  national  concern,  in 
those  of  local  import  he  was  guided  entirely 
by  the  needs  of  the  community,  and  sought 
only  the  results  best  suited  to  the  welfare  of 
the  jiublic.  Possessed  of  all  the  pertinacity 
inherent  to  Scottish  blood,  he  was  stern  and 
uncompromising  in  matters  of  right.  Beneath 
an  apparently  bruscjue  exterior  Dr.  Brodie  pos- 
sessed a  warm  and  kindly  heart.  His  friend- 
ships were  ardent  and  strong.  He  lived  to 
see  his  atlo|)ted  cit\'  grow  from  a  mere  village 
to  a  wealth}',  jirosperous  coriwration  of  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  inhabitants; 
and  to  that  jjrosperity  he  contributed  in  no 
small  degree.  He  also  aided  in  lifting  medi- 
cal progress  and  medical  education  to  their 
prestint  standard  not  only  in  Michigan  but  in 
the  whole  United  States.     He  was  a  life-long 


member  and  generous  supporter  of  the  I'q)isco- 
pal  church.  He  left  .1  wile,  one  daughter, 
and  two  sons,  one  ot  whom.  Dr.  Benjamin  P. 
Brotlie,  of  Detroit,  will  wortliil)  wear  the 
mantle  of  his  father." 

()f  the  remaining  brothers,  Charles,  John, 
ami  Wilson,  it  may  truthfulh"  be  recorded 
the}'  have  brcjught  n(^  Mot  upon  tin;  faniil}'  es- 
cutcheon, but  are  men  of  sterling  integrit}' 
and  genuine  worth,  higlih'  esteemed  in  their 
respective  localities,  each  inirsuing  the  avoca- 
tion of  their  father  upon  a  farm  of  his  own, 
their  respective  homes  being  in  the  .States 
of  Missouri,  Michigan,  and  Nebraska.  The 
sisters,  Mary  and  P'rances,  were  married,  the 
former  to  P'.dgar  Hale,  ot  Pitusx  ille,  Pa.,  lum- 
ber and  coal  merchant,  the  latter  to  Robert 
I^.  McMath,  civil  engineer,  and  a  graduate  of 
Williams  College,  who  for  many  years  was 
in  the  government  employ,  but  subsequently 
opened  an  office  for  himself  and  sons  at  1015 
Chestnut  Street,  .St.  Louis,  Mo.,  known  as 
the  R.  E.  McMath  Surveying  Compan}',  Sur- 
veyors and  I'jigineers.  .At  present  he  is  tlie 
President  ot  the  Board  of  Public  Impro\e- 
ments  of  that  city.  Mrs.  McMath  and  Mrs. 
Plale  have  both  been  tlead  for  some  }'ears. 

'I'homas,  the  third  son.  has  been  alreatly 
iiameil  as  the  princi|Kil  sul)ject  of  this  sketch. 
.Although  an  Pnglishni.iii  b}'  birtli,  he  is  cer- 
tainly an  American  b}'  everything  else;  for  he 
is  a  firm  believer  in  and  an  earnest  advocate 
of  that  true  freedom  and  that  perfect  equal  it}' 
before  the  law  which  it  is  the  aim  of  Re[)ubli- 
can  institutions  to  secure,  and  is  an  American 
"citi/en"  in  the  true  >ense  of  a  ver}'  much 
misused  word.  He  w.is  educated  at  the  dis- 
trict '-x'hool  and  at  the  Riga  Acadenu',  lix'ing 
and  working  with  bis  lather  at  the  homestead 
until  the  death  of  the  latter,  which  occiu'red 
August  II,  1854.  In  1851  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Orcutt,  of  Riga,  with  whom  fi\'e 
hapjiy  years  were  ]:)assed,  when  her  ileath  troni 
typhoid  fever  cast  a  shadow  upon  his  newly 
made  home.  In  1859  he  was  again  married, 
to  Miss  limily  Orcutt,  who  survived  but  two 
years,  leaving  him  once  iiiori.'  alone.  Pwo 
}'ears  thereafter,  March  18,  i86j,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  Jane  H.m- 
nah,  eldest  daughter  of   Thomas  and  Agnes 
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(Kirk)  rianiKih,  of  Chili,  Monroe  Cininty, 
wliich  union  has  LouliniK't!  until  the  present, 
they  having  just  ceK-hratcil  their  thirty-second 
anniversar)'.  I'or  nine  )ears  they  lived  upon 
their  farm  in  Iviga;  and  in  tliis  home  were 
born  thi-ee  chihh'en  -  Mary  Agnes,  Thomas 
II.,   anil    I'"rances  The   pai'ents   of  Mrs. 

lirodie,  whose  home  had  been  in  Caledonia, 
were  now  remo\ed  l)y  death;  and  to  this  place 
the)'  came  loi'  a  second  home  in  the  spring  of 
187.?,  hoping  thereby  to  secure  better  advan- 
tages for  their  children.  Scarcely  three 
weeks  had  passt'd  after  making  the  change, 
when  their  little  ones  were  stricken  with 
spinal  meningitis,  which  fatal  mahnly  was 
prevalent  as  an  epidemic,  ami  from  which  the 
two  youngei'  dinl  aft^'r  a  few  hours'  illness. 
The  eldest  child  reco\'ereil  after  a  long  and 
painful  attack  of  the  same  disease.  Two 
other  children  were  born  to  them  —  Avery 
Kirk  and  hjnile  Augustine.  Agnes  was  mar- 
ried in  1889  to  llar\'e}'  V.  Ivemington,  at- 
torney anil  counsLdlor-.it-kiw,  of  Rochester. 
Avery  K.  is  a  |ihai"macist,  doing  busiui-ss  in 
the  same  city.  ICmilr  resides  in  Caledonia 
with  his  parents,  and  is  still  in  attendance  at 
school. 

Their  mother  was  educated  at  the  district 
school  in  her  nati\'e  town  and  at  the  Genesee 
W'esleyan  .Seminar\,,  Lima,  N.\'.  She  has 
one  biolhur,  John  W.  Hannah,  who  resides  at 
Culedonia,  and  who  is  engaged  in  active  l)usi- 
ness  for  the  firm  of  Coi'dley  &  Hays,  New 
York.  Her  sister  ICli/abeth  was  one  of  the 
first  to  enter  tlie  school  of  trained  nurses 
opened  in  connection  with  Bellevue  Hospital 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  She  took  a 
special  course  at  tlie  ixthany  Institute,  New 
York,  also  at  the  Hrooklyn  Maternity.  She 
graduated  from  the  Women's  Hospital  Train- 
ing School,  Philadelphia,  in  1882.  With  the 
utiuost  devotion  to  hei-  calling  as  a  surgical 
nurse,  she  has  continued  her  arduous  labors 
until  recently.  Mrs.  Lrodie's  father,  Thomas 
Hannali,  was  born  ncai'  Londonderry,  ami  her 
mother  not  far  from  the  city  of  Pelfast,  both 
in  the  northein  |)art  of  Ireland,  whither  their 
ancestors  had  tied  fi'om  .Scotland  during  the 
bitter  persecutions  of  the  Covenanters  in  the 
seventeenth  century.     Mrs.  Hannah's  father, 


James  Kirk,  was  born  in  1750,  and  was  mai'- 
rieil  to  Jane  Dinwiddy  in  1775-  In  1819 
they  emigrated  to  Monln-al,  Canada,  where 
Agnes,  the  youngest  child,  lived  until  her 
marriage  to  Mr.   Hannah  in  1833. 

Mrs.  Proilie's  paternal  grandparents  were 
Alexander  and  Martha  (Scott)  ilainiah,  who 
came  to  Chili,  Monroe  ('ount)',  whire  were 
ali'cady  located  theii'  foui"  sons;  luimel)-,  John, 
Thomas,  Andrew,  and  Alexander.  i  heir  re- 
mo\'al  by  death  occuri-ed  in  1840.  John  and 
'I'homas  emigrated  from  theii-  native  land  in 
i8j6,  the  formei'  stopjting  at  Montreal,  while 
the  latter  came  to  Western  New  York.  He 
was  young  in  years,  being  but  twenty-two, 
friendless  and  without  means;  but  with  a 
resolute  will,  keen  i)ei'cept  ions,  trugal  anij 
industrious  habits,  and  laith  in  (lod  he  w.is 
bound  to  succeed,  and  he  did.  His  first  work 
was  the  threshing  of  a  quantit}'  of  grain  with 
the  i)rimitive  implement  called  a  "llail."' 
All  of  his  surplus  earnings  was  invested  in 
tile  purchase  of  land;  in  this  wa)'  he  soon  be- 
came the  owner  of  a  g<iod  faian,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  seven  years  toiind  himself  so 
well  equipped  for  the  carr)  ing  out  of  his  i)lans 
that  nothing  was  needed  save  the  helpmeet. 
With  no  facilities  for  tra\'elling  except  what 
he  could  furnish  for  himself,  Thomas  Hannah 
started  in  l^'ebruary  witli  his  own  team  to 
dri\e  to  Montreal,  be  mairied,  and  to  bring 
home  his  wife.  The  marriage  was  solemni/ed 
on  March  9  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  William 
Kirk,  a  l>rother  of  the  bride,  which  was  pret- 
tily situated  at  the  foot  of  Montreal  Moun- 
tain. The  homeward  journey  was  begun  the 
next  da)';  and  for  six  da)s  over  ice  and  snow 
they  irade  their  way,  stopping  at  night  to  rest 
at  some  country  inn  or  hospitable  farm-house. 
I'pon  reaching  the  Cicnesee  River,  they  found 
at  the  jdace  of  crossing  a  fissure  in  the  ice, 
several  feet  in  width,  with  a  rushing  current 
underneath.  What  was  to  be  done?  'I'lieir 
home  was  on  the  other  side,  ami  night  was 
approaching.  l'"\'ery  moment  of  ilela\'  onl\- 
added  to  their  peril.  Willi  llie  promptness 
and  assurance  of  a  courage  that  knows  no  de- 
feat, the  w()i\\  of  command  was  given,  accom- 
panied b\-  a  sharp  crack  of  the  whi]),  and  the 
obedient  steeds  with  one  fearful  leap  brought 
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slciyh  and  occupants  satcly  over;  and  the 
prayer  that  trcnd)lcd  in  the  heart  of  the  bride 
was  answered.  I  he  home  was  reached  that 
ni^ht;  and  there,  amid  tiie  rude  surround- 
in;;s,  the  ohl  story  of  pi(jneer  life,  with  its 
jnys  and  s(jirows,  its  successes  and  tailures, 
was  l)eL;ini.  'I'lie  lorests  were  felled,  and  the 
new  j^riiund  was  tilled.  'I'here  was  no  end  to 
the  ch()[)|)iu^"  and  hauling  of  wood,  some  of 
whieii  fouiul  its  way  to  the  market,  and  some 
of  which  had  to  be  con\X'rted  into  charcoal 
fires;  while  the  ample  hearth  of  the  settler's 
liome  called  lor  a  [)cipetiLil  supply  of  "liack 
lo-s." 

All  this  meant  work,  early  and  late,  with 
unabated  ri_L;i.M-,  as  the  years  went  on.  h'arins 
were  bouj;ht  and  soUl,  and  speculations  enteied 
upon,  which  general  1}'  pi^oved  advantageous, 
until  the  old  pi-o\eib  was  again  verified: 
"Ihe  liand  of  the  diligent  maketh  rich." 
'l'hrom;h  all  his  life  Thomas  Ilannah  was  a 
liberal  supporter  ol  the  church  and  school,  antl 
a  zealous  iriend  of  every  species  of  reform,  a 
great  leader  and  keen  observer  of  everything 
[)ertaining  to  governmental  and  nati(Uial 
affairs.  In  politics  he  was  Republican.  At 
an  earl)'  day  he  identified  himself  with  the 
Methodist  l'".pisco|);d  church,  its  aggressive 
spirit  and  iinc  oiu'eul  ional  forms  being  in  keep- 
ing with  his  taste.  lie  retired  trom  active 
life  in  the  s|)ring  of  iSi')/,  removing  to 
Rochester,  but  soon  alter  purchased  a  house 
and  lot  ill  Caledonia,  and  came  here  with  his 
lamil)'  in  the  iiKJiith  of  Xo\-ember  the  same 
year.  On  March  4,  \Sf>S,  lie  passed  trom  his 
earthly  to  hi^  hea\enl\'  home.  The  devoted, 
taithful  Christian  wife  and  mother  survived 
him  three  and  a  half  yeai's,  ])assing  to  her 
reward  .Sei)teml)er  19,  1.S71,  at  which  time  the 
Caleilonia  homesteail  became  the  property  of 
Mrs.  ISi'odie.  Here  the  Hrodie  family  now 
res  ide. 

1  homas  Hrodie  and  his  w  ife  are  both  mem- 
bers ot  the  Lfnited  l'resb\ terian  church  >if 
Caledonia,  and  have  long  been  hearty  sup- 
porters ol  cluii\h  wiirk. 

Ml.  I^rodie  has  always  been  a  retiring  man; 
that  is  to  sa)-,  he  has  shunned  notoriety,  and 
has  had  no  desire  to  hold  [jublic  ofifice.  It  is 
true  tl'iat  he  has  ser\'ed  on  the  excise  board; 
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but  he  accepted  that  position  irom  a  sense  of 
duty,  not  from  any  liking  for  the  jdace,  for  he 
has  (kcided  com  ictions  on  the  subject  of  the 
sale  and  use  ol  intoxicating  li(|Uors,  as  is  in- 
dicated by  the  fact  that  he  finally  has  joined 
the  rrohibition  party,  alter  ha\ing  been  iden- 
tified with  the  Republican  party  for  many 
years.  lie  cast  his  first  I'residential  \ole  in 
I1S4S  in  fa\<ir  of  Zacliar}'  Ta)dor. 


^-I'TVr^RS.  CORA  A.  MORCAX,  a  resi- 
I —  — /  dent  ol  Siixer  .Spi  ings,  town  ol 
la  is  (  ( iainesville,  widow  of  the  late 
William  .\.  .Morgan,  was  born  at 
.S\ia(.use,  X.\'.,  and  is  the  daughter  ot  lliiam 
Hrilton,  oi  that  cit\'.  .\t  the  breaking  out  ol 
the  l'i\il  War  Mr.  Hrittoii  enlisted  as  a  pri- 
vate in  the  (  )ne  llnntlred  and  Tweiit \  -second 
kegiir.ent,  .\ew  \'ork  \'ol unteers,  ami  was  pro- 
moted to  be  I'drst  Lieutenant,  ami  later  Cap- 
tain, lie  sei"ved  through  the  entire  war,  was 
in  mail)-  of  the  sexere  battles,  and  was  slightl\' 
wounded.  At  the  close  of  the  struggle  he  re- 
turneil  to  .S\racu.'-e,  where  he  still  resides  in 
retirement.  II  is  w  ife,  Rachel  \'an  X'alken- 
burgh,  daughtei'  of  James  Wan  \'alkenburgh,  a 
sail  mill  ow  nei  in  .S\  iacuse,  was  born  in  b'ub 
ton,  (  )>wego  ('ount\'.  The\-  liad  but  one  child, 
Cora  .\.,  Mrs.  Morgan.  Mrs.  Rachel  Liittoii 
tlied  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  )ears. 

Cora  A.  Hritton  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  ol  .S_\racuse,  was  graduated  at  the  high 
slIiooI  in  that  cit)',  and  afterward  taught  three 
)'ears  in  the  'low  n>end  .School.  (  )ii  1  )ecend)er 
2^,  iN/T),  .she  was  married  to  William  A. 
.Moigan,  son  of  .Xudrew  J.  and  l'"ann\-  (Dun- 
can) Morgan.  Aiuliew  [.  .Moigan  wasol  b.ng- 
lish  descent.  lie  died  in  Albany  at  the  earh' 
age  ol  t went) -se\ en.  His  \sifi.',  I'"ann\-  Dun 
can,  who  \sas  born  in  .Scotland,  reared  but  one 
son  who  attained  his  inajoi"it\',  William  A. 
.She  died  in  I ! i iigham t on.  .'-^Iie  was  t\\  ice  mar- 
ried. Iler  second  husband  w.is  |oseph  Cam- 
eron, ot  Hinghamtou,  b\'  wIkjiii  sh^  IkkI  miu' 
daughter,  .Mai)',  who  mai'i  ied  I'lolessor  .\.  II. 
Lewis,  i)i  inci])al  of  the  sjiool  at  .Si  h  er 
Sjirings. 

WilMam  A.  MorgLUi  was  born  in  .S\'racuse, 
aiKl  educateil  in  the  public  schools  of  th.it  eity 
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ami  HinL;lianit(in.  lie  l(.'arnecl  the  trade  ot"  a 
wootl-turncr,  which  lie  Inllowed  in  Syiaciise 
for  some  time.  lie  aiterward  was  a  shi|)i)ini; 
cleik  in  tlie  eiriplo)-  ol  the  Onondaga  Salt 
Compan)'  at  Syracuse  and  later  at  Warsaw, 
'llien,  remo\-ing  to  Sihei'  S|)iings,  in  eonijiany 
with  his  mule,  Air.  J.  M.  Duncan,  who  is  a 
very  prominent  man  in  that  locality,  he  formed 
the  Duncan  Salt  C'om|)an)',  buying  the  plant  of 
the  then  Silwi'  S])rings  Company.  Mr.  Mor- 
gan assumed  the  pusition  of  bocjk-keeper  and 
treasurer  of  the  new  concern,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  his  decease,  which  occurred  July 
21,  l.S(ji,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  years, 
lie  was  a  Republican  in  jiolitics,  and  held  the 
office  of  School  Trustee.  He  was  a  member 
ot  the  Methodi.Nt  episcopal  church,  and  super- 
intendent of  its  Sabbath  sclu)ol,  also  secretary 
of  the  Church  l^oard. 

Mrs.  Cora  A.  Hi  itton  Morgan  has  two  chil- 
dren—  \'an  \'a!kenburgh  and  Fannie  Duncan. 
She,  like  her  late  husband,  is  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church,  in  which  she 
maintains  an  Lictive  interest,  and  is  also  a 
teacher  in  the  .Sabbath-school.  Mrs.  Morgan 
is  a  descendant  of  highl\-  resijcctable  families. 
Iler  ancestois,  who  weie  prominent  in  the 
early  settlement  of  the  .State,  on  her  father's 
side  were  Dutch  and  Ivnglish,  one  line  tiacing 
back  to  .Sir  b'lancis  Drake,  and  on  her 
mother's  side,  "Mohawk  Dutch"  and  "down- 
east  \'ankee. 


NliLSON  SlIATTUCK,  an  able  busi- 
ness man  ami  highly  respected  resident 
of  the  town  of  York,  Wyoming  County, 
N.Y.,  is  a  native  of  Pepperell,  Middlesex- 
County,  Mass.,  where  his  family  has  resided 
(uv  three  generations.  Me  was  born  on  the 
2Sth  of  No\'end)er,  1846,  being  a  son  of  'l"im- 
othy  K.  antl  grandst)n  of  David  Shattuck. 
The  grandfather  lix'cd  and  died  in  l*e|)[)erell, 
the  town  (jf  his  birth,  with  the  sweet  and 
pleasant  association^  of  his  childhood  close 
about  him  in  his  last  years. 

Timothy  R.  Shattuck  was  a  shoemaker,  and 
like  his  father  passed  his  life  in  his  nati\e 
town.  He  marrietl  Miss  Mary  li.  Kendall,  of 
the  neighboring  town  of  Dunstable,  a  tlaugh- 


ter  of  Timolh)-  Kendall  and  a  niece  of  Amos 
Kendall,  who  was  I'lhstmaster  General  of  the 
United  .States  in  President  JacksoiTs  adminis- 
tration, anil  managed  the  affairs  of  that  im- 
portant depaitnunt  of  the  ci\il  snvice  with 
signal  abililv.  To  Timothy  K .  and  Mary 
(Kendall)  .Shattuck  six  children  were  boiii  -  - 
'1'.  Nelson;  D.  Ileibeit;  .\lden  K.,  li\ing  in 
Pepperell;  George  II.,  of  the  same  \illage; 
Anna  C,  also  of  Pejiperell;  and  Carlton  I-"., 
who  is  dead. 

Mr.  'P.  NePson  Shattuck  was  educated  in 
the  common  scliools  and  academy  oi  his  natixe 
village.  His  father,  wlio  felt  the  great  im- 
portance of  each  man's  having  some  sure  and 
certain  means  of  sujiport,  had  him  taught  the 
shoemaker's  trade,  by  which  he  earneil  his 
living  until  1868,  when  he  came  to  \'ork  on  a 
visit  to  his  maternal  grandfather.  This  visit 
resulted  in  the  formation  of  a  partnership 
between  old  Mr.  Kendall  ami  his  grandson,  a 
business  connection  which  must  have  been  of 
much  advantage  to  th  e  younger  and  iloubtless 
a  particulail)'  ha|»py  one  to  the  older  man. 
It  continuetl  until  the  tleath  of  'Pimothy  Ken- 
dall in  1888.  'Phe  control  of  the  entire  Ini.-^i- 
ness  was  now  assumed  l)y  the  graniKon. 
During  the  peidotl  of  his  residence  with  'Slv. 
Keiulall,  in  the  year  of  1875  and  the  twen- 
tieth da)'  of  October,  Mr.  Shattuck  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  P^vvie  A.  Kennetl)',  of  York.  ( >f 
this  imion  a  daughter,  Maud  PL.,  has  been  born. 

Mr.  .Shattuck  has  the  esteem  antl  confidence 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  and  his 
neighbors  ha\e  given  e\  idcnce  of  theii'  appie- 
ciation  ot  his  worth  b\'  electing  him  to  the 
olfices  ot  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Highway 
Commissioner.  He  is  a  conscientious  mem- 
ber of  the  Presl>yterian  church  of  Pitfard,  set- 
ting tliereby  the  goodh'  example  of  a  godly 
and  religious  life  to  the  younger  men  of  tlie 
\'illage.  He  lias  been  lo\al  to  the  Republi- 
can party  since  his  hr^t  \ote  u.is  cast  tor 
General  (irant  in  1868. 


f  SmToRGP:  M.  SHIIPI..  editor  and  pro- 
\      I      ]:)rietor  of  tlie  Mount  Mori  is  i'.utcr- 
f^risi,  has  al)l\  conducted  that  ]iaper 
since  its  establishment,  March  4,  1875.  He 


rjir.l.^;ii  u'l    -.17/            .!(;;!. i!');?   }  ■'r'lODVf^:    ffl    I'  /ijul" 

i.iiu             ,^>!-v,l                           'K.icl  ..■.■'ifil  I  '  :L;ftr([niflK  n  ^,;V/       .  ,11      -jmij  J,.   .  .,,1 

'           J'-'  ''-■'j'-ll;.      'i  i/--',  li.Ki  ijf!/;    Moi.ijjiJ  I  Jlj;>.   ;;;jRbiit,nO   -jflJ  ti,    (oi.jin-..   'jilJ   rii  vli'ilo 

j.  j/f    '..:hJ    ;i.  .;  .  '  -i-.j   •If-  f   I)  s;;.-^ 

-•           ■•■  •  ■■!  ■  '         >i(    •■i!r^:- J.J 

,ivi;r;  Hi)'     .^,.;)''rv  ;   .>,- hi,:-       .  ,-:f,i  f  .in           .mi;    t?.   .'-Kf     i  <. 


'  ■■  ■•■'•■■.!:.:.'';■         '  ■■■  .'-r.:;.)'!  :y'':'i    •:    y.i  ,.'(.'/ 

•     ■       ■''  .  ••       li..    .;•'•.!!  ii      .;'!.i>i  .'  •III. 

•••     •       ,  •  .*:'   I J'ji'f         ■"!(■'  ri v.'oi  yd ! 


BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


443 


c;mic  ti)  McnmL  Morris,  Livingston  Count)-, 
N.V.,  frcmi  I);insvillc,  in  whicli  place  he  was 
horn,  April  ii,  1^46,  and  where  also  he  was 
reared.  llis  lather  dieil  in  i86[;  anil  lie, 
the  eldest  of  four  ehiklreii,  was  thrown  largely 
upon  his  (jwn  resoin'ces.  Ills  early  education 
was  secured  at  the  eountr)'  district  school  and 
the  ijrinting-oftice,  he  being  obliged  to  dis- 
continue his  school  studies  at  the  age  of  thii'- 
teen  years.  In  I1S60  he  entered  the  office  of 
the  Ativci-tisrr  at  Dans\'ille  as  "devil,"  in  the 
course  of  time  completed  his  trade  as  journey- 
man [irinter,  and  atterward  worked  at  it  in 
neighboi'ing  towns. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in  1861  he 
twice  enlisted,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of 
his  youth.  A  third  time,  however,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1864,  though  still  a  beardless  boy,  he 
pas.sed  muster,  being  assigned  to  Company  I, 
One  Hundred  and  ]']ight\--eighth  Regiment, 
New  \'ork  X'oUmteers,  i'"ifth  Corps,  Army  of 
the  I'otomac,  and  remaining  in  the  service 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  dis- 
charged at  Rocliester,  N.\'.  lie  then  returned 
to  his  native  town,  and  worketl  at  his  trade, 
filling  the  ijosition  of  foreman  of  the  Living- 
ston Ripubliciin  at  Geneseo  for  a  short  time, 
and  in  1870  acceptetl  the  foremanship  of  the 
Dans\'ille  F.xprcss^  afterward  becoming  local 
editor  and  business  manager. 

During  Mi".  .Shull's  twenty  )'ears'  residence 
in  Mount  Mori  is  he  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  politics,  the  I'.ittti prise  having  been  a  faith- 
ful and  consistent  adherent  and  advocate  of 
]Jemoci"atic  principles  lidiii  its  start.  Mr. 
Shull  has  ser\-etl  sex  eral  3  ears  as  .Secretary  of 
the  Democratic  Count}'  ("entral  Committee. 
He  was  Chaiinian  (  f  this  committee  when 
(irover  Cleveland  was  elected  President  tor 
the  first  time.  Mr.  .Shull  has  been  Clerk  of 
the  \  illage  of  Moimt  Moll  is  since  1879,  and 
is  a  member  of  sexeral  prominent  societies; 
namely,  l^ellwood  Lodge,  Lidepcndent  Order 
of  Odd  I'ellows,  J.  ]<:.  Lee  Post,  No.  281, 
Grand  Armv  ol  the  Republic;  Active  Hose 
Compaii)',  and  Li\'ingston  Club.  L'pon  the 
location  of  the  Craig  Colony  for  P^pileptics  ijy 
the  -State  Boanl  of  Charities  and  the  bill  au- 
thori/ing  the  purchase  of  the  Shaker  property 
foi   the  State,   Mr.   Shull   was  the   first  one 


named  b\'  Cio\'ernor  b  lower  as  one  ot  the  h\'e 
forming  the  l^iai'd  ol  Managers  fru'  a  term  ol 
li\  e  )  ears.  Upon  the  or;^an i/at  ion  ol  the 
Roaid  he  was  elected  .Secretary  and  a  member 
of  the  ]']\ecuti\-e  C'ommittee. 


"rryjrVlCHA]:L  D.  in'MAN,  a  well- 
I  —  I  =y  known  miller  of  .Str}'kers\ille, 
I  JjL  (  town  of  Sheldon,  and  member  of 
the  firm  of  C.  llyman  ily  .Sons, 
wa>  born  in  tliis  town,  August  6,  1849.  His 
father,  Conrad  ilyman,  senior  member  of  the 
ab(n'e-named  firm,  and  his  giandfather,  Con- 
rad ll}'man,  were  both  nati\'es  ol  Ikivaria, 
Germany,  where  the  elder  Conrad  was  born  in 
17CJ3.  The  grandparents  came  t(j  America  in 
1835,  bringing  their  nine  children,  lour  sons 
and  five  daughters.  After  a  \'oyage  of  foi-t)-- 
three  days  they  landed  in  New  York  on  Jul)- 
4,  and  immeiliateh'  started  for  I^uffalo  by  way 
of  the  canal,  being  three  weeks  on  the  jour- 
ney. Here  the  family  remained  tlu'ee  weeks 
moie,  while  ( iiandlather  ll\inan  was  seeking 
a  location.  He  was  proxiiled  with  small 
means,  about  lour  lumdied  tlollars;  and  he 
purchased  about  lilly  acres  ol  laiul  in  .Shekhjii, 
near  the  \  illage,  upon  which  a  log  house  hatl 
ali'ead)'  been  erected. 

The  lamil)'  moved  to  this  larm,  and  began 
the  work  of  pieparing  it  for  tillage.  They 
l)ro\  ided  the  necessities  of  life  b)'  cutting  four- 
foot  wood,  which  the)'  sold  to  the  asher)'  at 
(jne  didlar  ])er  coi'd,  and  paid  five  cents  a 
pound  for  Hour.  I^y  untiring  energ)'  the  emi- 
grants succeeiled  in  establishing  a  home  for 
themseUes,  and  later  possessed  a  good  farm 
of  (jiie  lunidred  and  fifty  acres.  ( )f  the  nine 
childi'en  who  originally  came  to  Amerie.i  all 
but  two  are  li\ing,  the  oldest  being  Lena, 
wile  ol  Dominick  Cassel,  now  residing  in 
Buffalo  at  the  age  of  eight)'  )'ears;  and  the 
youngest  is  John  H\'man,  a  resident  of  Dans- 
ville,  who  is  over  si.\t)'  )eai's  of  age.  The 
father  died  in  1859,  at  the  age  of  si.\t \- se\'en, 
and  the  mother,  who  survived  hiin,  in  1876, 
at  sevent)'-si\  )'ears. 

The  son  Conrad,  who  was  born  in  Ha\'aiia 
in  1824,  married  b'li/abeth  Smith,  a  n.iti\e  of 
German)',  who  rearetl  a  famil)'  of  seven  chil- 
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(hen,  live  sons  and  two  daii^^litcrs,  all  ol  whom 
arc  liviiii;  Mi(  li,ii  l  1).,  the  subject  of  this 
skett  h  ;  )ohii,  who  resides  at  home,  and  is 
unmarried;  ("onrad  li)inan,  Jr.,  a  mend)er  of 
the  !irm  of  ('.  Ilyman  iS,:  Sons,  liavinj^  a  wife 
and  one  son;  Joseph,  a  farmer  in  Shcddoii, 
liavin;^  thiee  cliihhrn;  Mary,  wile  ol  Alhert 
Muste,  also  ol  Sin  Idon  ;  Charles,  a  resident 
of  Str\'kersvi  1  le,  havin;^  two  daughters;  and 
I'll izabeth,  wife  of  \i.  J.  Conroy,  a  farmer  and 
pioduee  deaU-r  in  Ja\a  Centri,-.  The  mother 
died   in    I1S.S4,   at   the  age  of  lifty-six. 

On  ()(t(/ber  2S,  1X73,  Michael  \).  Ilyman 
was  luiited  in  niariiage  to  Miss  Lena  Myers, 
a  daughli-r  ol  I'etei'  Myers,  a  farmer  (jI  the 
town  u{  P)rnniii-lon.  Mr.  Myers  was  boin  in 
I'laissia,  \\hiii'  he  also  followed  agii  1  11 1 1 1  n'e, 
and  came  to   ihe   (Jnit'-d  .States   in   ilie  year 

1.553,  at  the  a;j,e  of  twenty-six  or  I  wenty- 
se\'en.  Tin-  niaiilen  name  of  his  wife  was 
Catheiim-   Kirsh,   and   they  were  mairied  in 

1.554.  I'eter  .Myers  dii-d  in  l<SX5,  at  the  age 
of  sixty  nine  years.  II  is  widow  still  surviv(,-s 
at  the  agi-  ol  neaidy  eighty-two  y(;ars.  -She  is 
the  mothei'  ol  ten  children,  six  sons  and  four 
daughtei's,  .Mrs.  Il\'man  being  her  sc'Veaitli 
child.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Ilyman  ha\'e  two 
children  Mary,  a  young  laily  residing  at 
home,  ulio  is  diligently  |iin'suing  hei"  nnisit.al 
stndies;  and  Coniad,  a  yonlh  of  se\'-nteen. 
Mr.  Ilyman  built  his  [jnsent  residence, 
which  is  brautilully  linished  in  haid  wf)ods, 
ill  i.S.Si^.  Ml.  Ilyman  is  a  I'adical  k<'j)ubli- 
(aii  in  poliiiis;  and.  though  residing  in  .1 
strongly  Leiiioc  1  at  ie  town,  In-  has  In-eii  (dec  ti'd 
Supervisor  three  (onseciitive  terms,  and  i^ 
still  in  oKiei-.  I'oth  liimsidf  and  family  an' 
Cerinan  Catholii-,.  Ills  father,  C'onrad 
llyuian,  \\\\n  is  also  a  Keiniblican  in  politics, 
has  bt-en  Iligliwav  (  omn)issioner. 

Till-  111  111  ol  ('.  Il)  iii;iii  iK:  Sons  consists  in- 
dividually ol  C.  ll)iiian,  .Sr.,  and  C. 
Ilyman,  Jr.,  and  .Mic  h.iel  I;.  Ilymaii  1  Ik  ) 
fiwn  and  opii;ite  a  largr  Hon ri ng-m i  1 1,  to- 
gether with  ;i  saw  ami  jdaning  mill  attached, 
and  are  also  extensixc  dealers  in  agricultural 
implements,  cari  iages,  wagons,  hides,  <;enient, 
lime,  salt,  etc.  'Ibis  business,  which  is  on 
a  thoroughly  solid  basis,  was  established  by 
Conrad  Ilyman,  Sr.,  forty-two  years  ago ;  and 


lillc-en  )'ears  ago  he  admitted  his  scjiis  into 
Ijartneiship.  lie  is  also  largid)'  engaged  in 
the  cattle  business.  I  lif  fn  in  own  .and  (on- 
duct  loiii  laims,  aggia-ga I  i iig  foiii  linndn  i|  and 
fifty  acres. 


■;'ri';k    cAMi'rd'.i.i,.    in  Manh, 

I  a     iiiiiiibi-i     ol     iii.ii  l  ied  anil 

'•J  single  |)ersoii,  h  It  I  !i  oada  Mil  11, 
rertlisliire,  .Siotlaiid,  to  seel:  ,1  home 
in  /Xmi'iiia.  'I  hi-y  shipj)id  lioni  '  1 1  i-eiio<  1<, 
landed  in  Xrw  \'ml,,  .and  tip  n  pio(i-edi-d 
w  ithout  did.iy  to  Johiii  tuw  II,  b'ullon  Ciaint)  , 
wliiac  the)'  naiiainrd  \<i\  neailya  )'eai,  iindr- 
tiTmiiicd  as  to  their  liitnre  loiation.  Cidou'd 
Williamson,  ag(ait  ol  the  I'lilteiu-)'  estate, 
hearing  ol  their  arrival,  jounieyril  tin n  to  ^-e 
ihein,  to  iiidiKc  lluaii  to  srtlle  on  his  <  0111- 
j)aii)'s  land  near  the  |)i'.'^  .Spiings,  tln  n  knuwn 
as  the  town  of  Xoi  t  hainpt  on,  Ci,iint)'  ol  Onta- 
rio, wliiih  name  was  snljSf(|iiiail  ly  (  haii;ji-d  to 
( "ab./don  ia.  lb;  olbaid  thciii  land  at  three 
dollars  ])ir  aire,  pa)ablr  in  wlnal  at  six  -hil- 
lings a  liusbid,  and  agreed  to  pro\  ide  thi  in 
witli  nr( cssar)'  provisions  until  tln-y  wiac  able 
to  |)io\ide  lor  t  In  nisi  I  \  cs.  ,'\s  tlic\  had 
expended  all  ol  tb'di  money  loi  passage  to 
;\in(iii,i,  and  were  (  onseipient  I  \  ton  pudi  to 
purchase  land  in  Jolmstouii,  ('olomd  William- 
son's alluring  oilers  W(ae  decaiied  wi/itli\'  nl 
acceptame;  but,  with  t  lu-  li,i  bit  n  1 1  shi  i/w  due-,-, 

ol     tbiil     laie,    belore     givillg     hilll     a  deeideil 

answer,  they  se-nt  out  ol   their  niimbei  to 

ex|dore  the  I'dg  .Springs  country  and  iep<,ii 
the  iciilt   ol   their  investigations. 

iipoii  re(ei\iii;;  the  l.avoiable  lepoit  of  the 
live  explorers,  a  pail  (jI  the  emigrants  in 
Johnstown  in  ide  immediate  pre|)arat  ions  lor 
tliiir  jiiiiiney  to  the  l)ig  .Springs  countr). 
The  number  of  mei,,  wumeii,  and  (bildien  did 
not  exceed  twenty,  inebidiiig  I'etir  C.iinpliell, 
wife,  and  (hild,  the  subjects  </l  this  sket.h. 
Mr.  C.impbi  ll  .it  oiji  e  ,ei  :ii  work  to  make  a 
home  lor  liiin-,e||  and  laiiiil)'  b)'  pnrch.ising 
one  hundicd  and  sevent\-live  acns  of  unim- 
proved and  heavily  timbered  land,  situated  on 
.Spring  Crc-ek,  outlet  of  the  Hig  Springs 
propc'r,  ileiiing  a  small  space  .and  erecting  a 
lo;r  cabin  tbeieoii.     This  served  him  and  his 
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family  for  some  ^■L•al^s;  hut,  as  soon  as  he  was 
in  a  position  to  do  so,  he  huilt  a  frame  house, 
whieh,  with  some  alterations  and  improve- 
ments, is  occupied  at  the  present  time  liy 
some  of  his  descendants. 

'J'he  early  settlers  ot  C";iledonia  were  Chris- 
tian ])eople,  and  amoni;  the  first  objects  of 
their  care  was  the  pr(i\'isiun  lor  religious  ser- 
\  ice.  Accordingly  a  meelini;'  was  held  at  the 
house  i)f  i'eler  Cam[)l)el  1,  \o\'ember  lO,  1802, 
lor  the  purpose  ot  oi'-an i/ i ui;'  a  religious  soci- 
ety to  he  incorporated  under  the'  laws  of  the 
.Slate.  At  this  nieetiuL;  they  selected  the 
name  of  the  I'leshyterian  Kelij^ious  Socict)'  of 
Caledonia,  ami  at  the  same  time  chose  fwc 
Trustees,  I'l'tei'  ("amphell  heinj^"  one  of  the 
numhei',  he  afterwai'd  hecoining"  a  Ruling 
hdder,  and  remaining  so  until  his  demhse. 

I'eter  Cam|)hell  was  horn  in  Perthshire, 
Scotland,  in  1769,  and  his  wife,  Catharine,  in 
1767,  at  the  same  jjlace.  'i'hey  had  a  family 
of  seven  children,  ol  whom  the  eldest,  Jen- 
nett,  was  hoiii  in  .Scotland.  The  others,  who 
were  all  horn  in  Caledonia,  were:  Duncan, 
hiniel.  I'eter  1'.,  John  1'.,  Alexander,  and 
Ann.  I'eter  Camphell  died  \ovember  (), 
1836,  and  Cathai  ine.  his  wife,  November  20, 
1831. 

I'eter  V.  Camphell,  the  third  son,  who  was 
l)orn  in  1805,  sc\-en  \  ears  after  the  arrival  of 
the  family  in  Caledonia,  inherited  the  home- 
stead, the  ti'act  original  1)'  taken  u|)  by  his 
lather.  lie  w.is  educated  in  the  district 
schools,  was  a  larmer  hy  occupation,  and  re- 
sided at  the  old  homestead  all  of  his  life. 
When  a  }i)ung  man  he  was  a  member  of  the 
State  militia,  l)elonging  to  an  independent 
compan\'.  lie  was  a  public-spirited,  hard-  [ 
working,  and  progressi\-e  citizen,  and  proved 
a  most  valuable  and  po]>ulai"  member  of  the 
I'ommunity,  succeeding  his  father  as  a  Ruling 
Klder  in  the  rcdigious  organization  of  Cale- 
donia, lie  died  August  29,  1884,  at  the  age 
of  sevent}'-nine  years.  lie  was  twice  mar- 
l  ied,  and  h)-  his  first  wife,  l'~lizabeth  Stewart, 
who  died  in  1844.  he  had  five  children, 
naniel)':  Catharine,  I'etei-  I'.,  who  man  ied 
E]izal)eth  ]'..  Alcrheisoii,  Jane,  wife  of  Rob- 
ert Ritchie,  all  residing  in  Caledonia;  Don- 
ald P.,  a  merchant  at  Mumford,  N.Y.,  who 


died  P'ebruary  26,  1895,  aged  nft)'-three 
years;  and  James  ]'.,  a  farmer,  residing  in 
Dakota. 

Mr.  Pete)'  P.  ('ampbell's  second  wife  was 
Margaret  McKen/ie,  dauj;hter  of  Alexander 
and  Pli/abelh  Mclnt)re  McKenzie.  Iler 
mother,  I'.lizahelh  I\]clnl\r(;,  was  horn  at 
Appin,  Argylcshire,  .Scotland,  N'ox'emher  20, 
I7<)8,  came  to  America  in  1.S05  and  to  Cale- 
donia in  1811.  Although  then  hut  thirteen 
}'eai"s  ot  age,  she  kept  house  lor  two  hi'otheis 
while  the\'  cleared  the  tract  ot  wild  land 
which  they  had  taken  up.  .She  li\ed  to  see 
hei'  great-grand  jh i  Id I'cn,  being  in  her  ninet}'- 
third  \ear  at  the  time  of  her  (li.'ath. 

P\  ]iis  second  wile,  ALugaret,  Mr.  (\nn[)- 
bell  had  cle\en  cliildi-en,  namel}':  Jennett 
]{li/abeth.  who  dietl  in  intancy;  i\Iargaret  A., 
who  lives  at  the  h(jmesteatl ;  the  Re\  .  John  P., 
who  married  Alice  P'reen)',  and  has  for  the 
past  sixteen  \'eai"s  been  pastor  ot  l'"aith 
Chui'ch,  ]kiltimoi-e,  Md.  ;  ITi/abeth,  also  re- 
sitling  at  the  homestead:  Jennett,  wife  of 
James  Annin,  Jr.,  residing  at  Caledonia: 
Alex.  P.,  who  mairied  M.  Augusta  Ilannah, 
and  at  this  writing  resides  at  and  has  charge 
of  the  liomestead;  hdlen  ]\Pir\-,  now  Mi's. 
Hugh  Campbell,  residence  Caledonia;  Chris- 
tabel,  instructor  in  i)ublic  school,  Den\er, 
Col.;  l'~lorence  A.,  i)uhl  ic-school  teacher, 
l^rooklyn,  X.V.;  lA-eline  J.,  artist,  at  the 
homestead;  Di'.  Duncan.,  graduate  Hahne- 
mann Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Mrs.  Margaret  McKenzie  Camjibell  sur\ived 
her  husband  nearl)'  ten  years,  and  died  May 
21,    i8()4,  aged  se\-ent\-  )-ears. 


RS.  CYNTHI.X  A.  M  AT'il  I  lAVS. 

With  the  exception  ol  about  three 
wars'  residence  in  the  town  of 
W_\()ming,  this  estimable  and 
highl}'  respected  huly  has  |)assed  her  entire 
life  at  her  piesenl  home  in  Genesee  P'alls, 
where  she  was  born,  March  7,  1823,  being  the 
daughtei'  ol  a  pioPiCer,  who  cleaicd  and  im- 
proved the  farm  from  the  wilderness.  1  Pa- 
lather,  I'jastus  Rohhins,  was  Ixnn  at  Middle- 
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was  a  child,  lia\'ing  Ixx-n  an  early  settler  in 
that  State. 

I'lrastus  i\()l)l)ins  was  the  fonrth  of  se\'en 
children,  all  mmis  except  one,  l^sther  Roh- 
bins,  who  is  still  residing  in  the  (ireen 
Mountain  Slate.  Mrastus  was  reared  to  the 
vocatinn  of  a  farmer,  and  u|)on  attainiiiL^'  his 
majorit)'  j(iurne)c(l  westward  in  search  of  a 
suitable  place  in  which  to  locate.  Ariiving 
in  this  reL;ion  willi  but  one  dtdlar  in  his  ]h>s- 
ses^iiin,  he  purchased  an  axe,  and  boldly  ap- 
plied himself  to  the  task  of  clearing  a  farm 
from  one  hundred  acies  of  wilderness,  which 
he  had  accpiired  whidly  upon  credit,  includ- 
ing the  site  of  the  present  home  of  his  daugh- 
ter. He  erected  a  log  house,  in  which  he 
and  hi-,  wife  resided  for  a  short  time.  They 
then  journeyed  back  t(j  V\-rmont  for  the  pur- 
[jose  of  mo\  ing  theii"  household  effects  to  the 
new  home,  which  the}'  accomplished  with  the 
aid  of  an  ox  team,  and  began  life  in  the  for- 
est. Little  by  little  the  wild  lands  were 
cleared  and  became  cultivated  fields.  The 
log  shelter  was  sujierseded  before  many  years 
by  a  plank  huuse,  in  which  their  children 
were  reared;  and  in  course  of  time  the  pres- 
ent residence  was  erected,  where  the  [larents 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  ICrastus 
R(jbbins  died  at  the  age  of  si.xty-eight  years, 
in  very  comfortable  circumstances,  owning  a 
farm  of  two  huntlrecl  and  thirty  acres,  besides 
having  considerable  money  at  interest.  His 
wife,  C)nthia  ]?urntdl,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Ihirnell,  WcCs  born  I'ebruary  22,  1794.  She 
reared  twd  of  her  three  children  —  C}'nthia, 
Mrs.  Matthews;  and  Clarissa  A.,  born  .Sep- 
tember 27,  1819,  now  the  widow  of  Da\  id  II. 
W'arne.  'I"he  mother  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years,  being,  as  was  her  husband 
also,  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Cynthia  A.  Robbins  was  carefully  reared 
by  her  i)arents  and  trained  in  the  arts  of 
housewifery.  In  Januar}',  1 85  I,  she  married 
her  first  husband,  William  H.  Chute,  a  me- 
chanic, residing  in  I'ike,  who  was  engaged 
with  his  father,  Xnah  Chute,  in  manufactur- 
ing |)Uinps.  lie  was  a  member  of  the  15aptist 
church,  and  died  in  1.S58.  Iler  secon.l  hus- 
band, whom  she  wedded  in  June,  1862,  was 
Isaac  \'.  Matthews.     He  was  born  in  Wash- 


i  ington  Comity,  Xew  \'oi-k,  hi-,  father,  for 
j  wliDin  the  son  was  nami.-d,  being  also  a  nali\-c 
ol  W'liiiont  and  a  faiuu  r.  \'oung  Isaac,  on 
j  reaehiug  his  niajoidty,  setlleil  in  Michig.ni  as 
a  merchant,  and  m.iirie<l  bdi/abeth  Hli.ss,  who 
li\ed  but  a  tew)ears.  After  her  decease  he 
leturned  to  Co\ingtoii,  .\.\'.,  near  Wyoming, 
where  his  father  had  in  tin-  mean  linn-  located. 
He  subsecjUeiitly  reniox  i/d  to  Wyoming,  in 
wliiih  town  he  mairied  his  set(Mid  wife,  by 
whom  he  had  fne  childn  n.  (  )ne  ot  the  four 
1  still  suiAiviiig  is  his  son,  CharU's  .Matthews, 
I  who  has  been  a  candidate  lor  go\ei'U(ji'  on  the 
rojiidist  ticket.  'Ihe  second  wife  ui  Mr.. 
Isaac  V.  .Matthews  died  after  eighteen  years 
ol  wedlock;  and  the  subject  of  this  brief 
record  became  his  third  wife,  lea\ing  her 
home  in  Cenesee  b'alls,  and  residing  with  her 
husband  at  \\'\()iiiing  lor  a  period  of  three 
years,  when  they  returned  to  the  foiaiier  place, 
where  he  remained  until  his  decease,  which 
ocin-red  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

Mr.   Isaac  \'.   Matthews  was  prominent  in 
local  public  affairs,  serving  as  .Super\  isor  two 
or  three  terms  and  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
several  years,  also  filling  the  office  of  High- 
way  Commissioner    and    other    minor  posi- 
tions.    He  was  a  \er)-  active  menil)er  of  the 
l'resb\  terian  chuich,  in  which  he  was  an  I'^lder 
]  and    superintendent    of    the    .Sun(la\'-sclio(d . 
•His  sons  are  also  active  in  church  affairs,  the 
eldest  being  a  lawyer  in  ("hicagf).     The  sec- 
ond, who  is  a  leader  in  the  Populist  party, 
is  in  the  oil  business;  and  the  third  is  in  real 
j  estate  business,  li\'iiig  in  .""ialem.  Ore. 
I       .Mrs.   Matthews  is  a  bright  and  intere-iting 
I  lad)',  repi'eseiil  i ng  one  of  the  (dde^t  ,ind  most 
j)ron:in(;nt   families  in  the  counts.      It    is  evi- 
dent that  there  haxe  been  transmitted  to  her 
many  of  those  substantial  characteristics  for 
which  the  blood  of  old  X'ermont  is  so  justly 
celebrated. 


^  II.\I)l)ia'S  GI'.RRV,  a  successful  tiller 
^  of  the  soil,  a  useful  and  esteemed  mem- 
ber of  society,  was  born  in  -'\\'on, 
sixt)'-two  years  ago,  and  has  resided  here  all 
his  life.  His  father.  Jonathan  H.,  was  .1 
nati\e  of  the  old   Hay  .State,  born   in  Hatfield 
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at  the  bc'i^i lining  of  the  now  almost  ended 
century,  lie  came  to  Livingston  County, 
New  York,  in  1S31,  when  lie  was  just  thirty- 
one  years  ot  aL;e,  and  lucaled  at  Avon;  but  a 
number  nf  )eai"s  elapsed  befcjre  he  bought  a 
tarm,  he  renting  land  at  first,  and  devoting  it 
to  the  cultivation  of  broom  corn.  Finally  he 
purchaseil  a  farm,  and  lived  on  it  for  the  re- 
mainder of  his  thi\s.  Jonatlian  II.  Gerry, 
however,  was  not  so  much  ot  a  farmer  as  he 
was  merchant:  and  he  was  largely  engaged  in 
trad  J  at  A\dn  for  about  ten  years.  He  was 
the  buiUler  of  the  struLture  occupied  by  the 
firm  of  Allen  ilv:  Carson  as  a  sanitarium.  He 
survived  but  se\enteen  }'ears  after  his  arrival 
at  Avon,  dying  in  in  the  forty-eighth 

}'ear  oi  li is  age. 

Jonathan  11.  Cerr)'  mairieil  Sarah  Iligii- 
land ;  ami  they  reai'ed  six  children,  of  wIkjui 
all  but  one  were  bo)s,  their  names  being  as 
follows:  ( )wen,  Thaddeus,  Houghton,  Wells, 
Tliomas,  and  Maria  L.  Houghton  Gerry  was 
one  of  the  first  to  enlist  in  Captain  Sackett's 
company,  which  was  formeil  at  Avon  in  1862. 
This  company  saw  a  good  deal  of  fighting, 
nnderwent  man)'  liai'dshijis,  anil  bore  an  im- 
portant part  in  tlie  stiaiggle  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  l-nion  during  its  three  years  of 
service.  ( )f  the  one  huiuh'cd  men  who  went 
to  the  front  only  tort\-four  returned  to  be 
musterei.1  out;  and  Houghton  Gerry  was  not 
among  them,  for  lie  had  clied  in  a  hospital,  of 
sickness  contracted  (biiing  service.  Mrs. 
Sarali  Gerry  survixed  lier  luisband  for  half  a 
century,  reaching  tlie  age  of  ninety-four  years, 
nearly  double  the  period  of  his  earthly  so- 
journ. 

Thaddeus  was  the  second  son.  He  was 
educated  at  the  Axon  district  schools,  and  has 
always  followed  agriculture  as  an  occupation. 
He  has  resided  on  his  present  estate  for  nearly 
forty  years,  ha\  ing  bought  the  place  in  1856, 
and  having  made  it  his  resilience  ever  since. 
Of  course  he  has  seen  many  and  radical 
changes  occur  in  Axon  and  vicinity  during 
that  long  i)eriod,  has  .seen  what  was  once 
valuable  become  worthless  and  what  was  once 
worthless  become  \aluable;  but  he  has  seen 
no  changes  take  place  in  what  constitutes 
good  citizenship,  and  he  has  never  altered  the 


principles  that  have  guided  him  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  which  canmjt  be 
slighted  by  a  conscientious  man  who  means 
to  be  a  citi/en  in  lad  as  well  as  in  name. 
He  has  served  one  term  as  X'illage  Trustee, 
but  as  a  rule  has  had  very  little  to  do  with 
public  office. 

Thaddeus  (ierry  cast  his  first  I'residential 
\'ote  for  Hell  and  b^xerett  xxlien  he  was  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  this  election  occurring  in 
1856.  He  has  since  been  a  member  ot  the 
Republican  party,  never  sweixdiig  in  his  alle- 
giance to  it,  and  deeming  its  past  record  the 
best  possil)ie  assurance  that  couUl  be  given  of 
its  i)resent  good  taith  and  its  future  useful- 
ness. 


<S.  I'lT/.A  \Vl-:LLb:S,  a  venera- 
ble and  highl}'  esteemed  resident 
ol  Arcade,  wiiloxv  ot  Lemuel  C. 
Welles,  has  reached  the  age  of 
eighty-six  )ears,  the  date  of  her  birth  having 
been  April  22.  1809.  Her  jiaients  were  John 
and'  ICli/abeth  ( Seaburn  )  Millei',  of  Seneca 
County,  wheie  her  j)aternal  grandfather, 
Thomas  Miller,  a  native  of  Xew  fersey,  came 
as  a  pioneer,  and  l  esided  c  ()nsi<lercd)l)'  more 
than  half  a  centurx',  or  until  his  decease. 
His  wile's  first  name  xvas  ke])ecca.  She 
reareil  fixe  sons  and  three  daughters,  the  fam- 
ily being  what  is  knoxvn  as  Loxv  Dutch.  John 
Miller  was  trained  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  resided  in  Seneca  County  until  his  daugh- 
ter, of  whom  this  is  a  I'ccoid,  reacheil  the  age 
(ji  htteen  years,  when  he  purchased  a  farm 
situated  on  Cattaraugus  Creek,  which  he  occu- 
pied abou:  liftc-'cn  )'ears.  Selling  it  then,  he 
remox'eil  to  Linesville,  I'a.,  residing  upon  a 
farm  there  until  his  ileath,  xvhich  occurred  at 
the  age  of  sex  ent \'-five  years.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  I^li/abeth  .Seaburn, 
was  a  daughter  of  |ohn  and  Nellie  .Seabui'n. 
She  was  born  in  the  x'icinity  of  Trenton, 
N.J.,  and  reared  six  of  hei'  ten  children, 
Lli/a,  Mrs.  Welles,  bidng  the  onlx  one  now 
living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Miller  xxeie 
members  of  the   I'risbyterian  church. 

Lliza  Miller  resided  xvith  hei'  parents  until 
the  year  1826,  when  she  was  united  in  mar- 
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ria^L-  to  LlihucI  C.  Welles,  a  son  of  Siincoii 
and  Rhoda  Welles,  who  was  born  in  Sidney, 
Delaware  Comity,  and  eanie  to  Arcade  with 
his  i)arents  in  l  Noij,  when  he  was  ei^ht  }'ears 
of  age.  lie  was  one  ol  eight  ehihheii,  and 
l)ecanie  an  old  resident  ot  the  ahove-n.nned 
town,  his  parents  h,i\iiig  passed  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  here.  Air.  l.enniel  C".  Welles 
was  a  thoiough  agricnlturist,  and  owneil  the 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres 
upon  which  he  settled  soon  after  his  marriage, 
and  wliere  he  lived  until  his  decease,  in  the 
year  1^41),  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years. 
Jle  was  a  \i.'ry  successiul  farmer,  thoidugh- 
1\-  conscientious  and  straightlorward  in  all 
Inisiness  transactions,  and  a  Democrat  in 
|)(d  it  ics. 

Mrs.  I'diz-a  Miller  Welles  has  been  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  five  sons  and  three 
daughters,  namely:  .Aladison  J.,  who  married 
Maria  Shaw,  having  one  child  —  Hattie  i-diza; 
Betsey  Ann,  who  marrietl  i'hilander  Parker, 
aiul  has  five  children  —  Luella,  Welles  A., 
lirastus  R.,  Mary,  and  Minnie;  Harrison, 
who  marrietl  Nancy  Smith,  n(nv  deceased,  and 
had  one  tlaughter  — Ruth;  I.ysander;  Atlelia; 
Martha,  who  married  Stacy  W.  Robeson,  now 
deceased;  X'olney  C,  deceased,  who  married 
Mattie  Tisdell,  and  had  three  children  — 
Lemuel,  Raymond,  and  Carrie;  Eastman  C, 
also  tleceased,  who  married  Lizzie  Smith,  and 
had  one  daughter,  Louie. 

The  family  is  one  of  high  standing  in  the 
county.  Mrs.  W'elles's  daughters  were  all 
given  an  academic  ciltication,  and  ai'e  hulies 
{)f  superior  ijualities  ot  mind  and  chardcter, 
exceedingly  active  socially  ami  in  ihurch 
work,  being  of  the  IMethodist  faith.  The'  ven- 
erable mother,  who  was  born  in  the  first 
(lecatle  of  the  century,  ami  has  been  a  resident 
of  Wyoming  County  for  more  than  sc\enty 
)  ears,  displays  even  at  her  present  advanced 
age  rare  intellectual  attainments,  and  is  de- 
servedly admired  and  revered  by  a  large  circle 
of  ac(|uai iitances. 

"She  o])enetli  her  mouth  with  wisdom,  and 
in  her  tongue  is  the  law  of  kindness  "-- thus 
the  ideal  woman  of  the  Hebrew  Book  of  Prov- 
erbs, and  thus  the  subject  of  the  foregoing- 
sketch   aiul   the   original    of   the   portrait  on 


another  page.  Hap[)ily  the  "new  winnaii,"' 
so  designated  ot  late,  began  to  be  long,  long 
ago. 


R|{  IIMON'D  h().M,i:\',  a  farmer 
ol  (iciu  sc'o,  a  SI.  ion  ol  smuk'  ol  the 
best  pioneer  slock  ol  Living>lon 
Count\',  was  boi  n  in  this  town,  (  )c- 
tober  T),  1.S34.  His  great-grandtatlici-,  John 
liosle}',  a  natix'e  ot  Mar\lanil,  was  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Waller  Boslc)-,  a  native  ol  haig- 
land,  who. settled  in  Baltimore  County,  Mary- 
land, in  I7<)i>,  and  died  in  1715,  le.i\ing  a 
large  estate.  In  1  79J  John  IJosle)'  emigrated 
lo  this  .State  with  his  laiuil)',  consisting  oi 
his  wile,  three  s(nis,  and  two  daughters,  and 
was  one  of  the  \ery  first  to  settle  in  what  is 
now  Li\'ingston  County,  at  that  time  ( )iitario, 
a  vast  wilderness,  inhabited  solel)'  by  Indians. 

Ml'.  Bosley  selected  a  tract  of  land  situated 
at  the  outlet  of  Conesus  Lake,  where  was  a 
great  water-power,  which  he,  being  a  miller 
1)}'  trade,  shortly  imi)rt)\-ed  b)'  erecting  the 
\ery  first  mill  in  these  parts.  During  maii\' 
years  the  settlers  f(ir  a  distance  of  twent)-five 
miles  bidugfit  their  grist  to  his  mill  upon 
hoi'seback  or  with  ox  teams,  the  long  jourm.'y 
often  making  it  necessary  for  them  to  remain 
(j\'er  night  with  the  hos|)itable  miller.  No 
railways  or  canals  intersected  the  Lmpire 
State  in  these  early  da)s,  and  the  nearest 
market  a\'ailal)le  to  the  luoneers  was  Albany. 
Coiise(pientl\'  tlie\-  were  conipelled  b\'  torce  of 
necessit)'  to  subsist  entirch'  upon  the  [)roducts 
of  tlK'ir  farms.  Mr.  Bosle}'  had  been  a  sla\e 
owner  in  his  nati\e  State;  and  he  brought  his 
shues  with  him,  but  soon  after  his  aridval 
gave  tliem  their  freedom.  The  tanners  all 
raiseil  llax  and  kept  sheep;  and  the  wonn.11 
spun  and  wo\e  the  stout  .iiul  durable  home- 
spun with  which  the  famil\'  were  clothetl,  the 
itinerant  shoemaker  in  his  annual  visits  111, d^- 
ing  the  boots  and  shoes.  Mr.  l)osle\'  had 
been  but  three  years  in  his  new  home  when  in 
the  3'ear  171)5  he  was  suddenh'  killed  b\'  a 
falling  limb  while  walking  in  the  woods. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hannah 
Bidl,   WMs  born   in  Lngland. 

Their  son,  Ldmond  Bosle\',  was  Init  a  Knl 
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sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  from  Maryland.  He  succeeded  his 
father  in  the  ownership  and  management  of 
the  farm,  erected  a  new  mill  in  jjlace  of  the 
old  one,  which  had  been  burned,  and  besides 
operating  this  engaged  in  mercantile  business, 
continuing  this  busy  employment  until  1834, 
when  he  sold  out  ancl  moved  to  Ohio.  After 
farming  a  few  years  in  that  State,  he  finally 
settled  in  Council  IJluffs,  la.,  where  he  died 
December  15,  1846.  His  wife,  Ann  Kelley 
Bosley,  died  May  12,  1849.  She  was  b(jrn 
in  Pennsylvania,  October  29,  1778.  Her 
father  was  Daniel  Kelley,  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  located  about  the  year  1792  in 
what  is  now  the  town  of  Geneseo,  N.Y., 
where  he  became  a  farmer,  and  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life. 

Daniel  l^osley,  son  of  lulmond  and  Ann, 
was  born  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Pi- 
vonia,  January  9,  1805.  He  was  educated  in 
his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  com- 
menced life  as  a  clerk  in  his  father's  store. 
Later  he  served  in  the  same  capacity  at  Avon, 
and  in  1831  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Ferman  &  Hosmcr,  of  Avon.  He  also  ran  a 
store  in  Millville.  In  1834  he  purchased  the 
interest  of  his  partners,  and  continued  to  con- 
duct the  business  until  his  decease,  which 
occurred  in  1884.  II is  wife,  Lucia,  daughter 
of  ]?rightman  Richmond,  was  born  in  Livo- 
nia, April  27,  181  I.  Her  grandfather,  Peris 
Richmond,  according  to  the  most  authentic 
information  obtainable,  was  born  in  Knglantl, 
came  to  America  in  Colonial  days,  and  settled 
in  New  I^ngland. 

He  married  Hannah,  tlaughter  of  George 
Brightman.  Their  son,  Brightman  Rich- 
mond, came  to  New  York  State  from  Connect- 
icut while  yet  a  young  man,  and  visited  the 
locality  now  occupied  by  the  prosperous  city 
of  Rochester,  which  then  contained  but  three 
buildings.  Considering  that  situation  un- 
healthful,  he  penetrated  the  wilderness  to  Li- 
vonia, and  purchasing  a  tract  of  timber  land 
prepared  to  clear  a  fai  in  by  first  cutting  away 
trees  enough  to  make  room  for  a  log  house, 
which  he  erected.  He  resitled  with  a  married 
sister  for  a  time,  then  went  back  to  Connecti- 
cut, where  he  in  May,    1808,  married  Lucy 


Caldwedl  \V(;()druff,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Ilezekiah  and  Sarah  (Caldwell;  Wcjodruff. 
Her  father  was  a  Presbyterian  minister,  who 
jjreacheil  in  different  parts  of  Connecticut  and 
New  York.  Brightman  Richmond  had  been 
educated  at  Newport,  and  was  a  lawyer 

by  profes^iion.  KetLU'ning  with  his  britle  to 
the  new  home,  he  inmiediatel)'  entered  into 
the  practice  of  law,  and  at  the  same  time 
superintended  the  imi)ro\'ement  of  his  farm, 
erecting  well-appointed  buildings,  and  resided 
there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  his 
eighty-fifth  year.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight.     She  reaied  fi\'e  children. 

Daniel  and  Hannah  (Brii;htman)  Bosley 
reared  six  children:  naniel)',  li.  Richmond, 
D.  Bradiord,  William  l-^,  George  II.,  Lucia, 
and  lilla  E.  Mrs.  Bosley  had  become  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church  previous  to  her 
marriage,  and  her  husband  imited  with  that 
church  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  3'ears.  He 
was  formerly  a  Whig,  but  later  a  Republican. 
It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  that  the  ancestors 
of  both  himself  and  his  wife  were  among 
the  very  first  settlers  in  Li\ingston  Ccuuity. 
'Phey  were  people  of  marked  ability,  unusual 
intelligence,  forethought,  and  courage. 

B.  Richmond  Bosley  was  educated  in  the 
town  of  his  birth,  and  at  a  very  early  age 
began  to  assist  on  the  farm  and  in  the  store. 
Having  reached  his  majority,  he  began  the 
life  of  an  independent  farmer  upon  the  prop- 
erty he  now  owns  and  occupies.  Through  his 
untiring  exertions  this  farm,  which  consists 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres,  has  been 
brought  to  a  high  state  of  tultix'ation.  It  is 
situated  about  five  miles  from  Geneseo,  six 
from  Avon,  and  five  trom  Livonia.  On  ( )cto- 
ber  22,  1868,  Mr.  B.  Richmond  Bosle}'  mar- 
ried Jennie  Douglas,  a  most  estimable  lady, 
and  a  native  of  Caledonia. 

Her  father  was  Alexander  Douglas,  who 
was  born  in  Cortland  County,  New  York, 
June  9,  181 3.  His  father,  Daniel  Douglas, 
was  born  in  .Argy leshire,  .Scotland,  and  was,  as 
far  as  known,  the  o)iI)'  member  ot  the  famil\- 
that  came  to  America.  He  resideil  in  Cort- 
land County  for  a  number  of  \ears,  then  went 
to  LeRoy,  C'lcnesee  Count)',  where  he  staved 
until    about   the  year  1844,  when   he  finally 
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removed  to  the  then  Territory  of  Wisconsin. 
Alexander  Doughis  was  well  educated.  In 
early  nianliood  he  eng'aged  in  the  arduous  pro- 
fession of  school  teaching',  and  later  was  su- 
perintendent of  schools  in  Caledonia.  After 
marriage  he  there  purchased  a  farm,  which  he 
occupied  till  1863,  when  he  disposed  of  his 
]:)roperty,  and  renioving  to  the  town  of  Cali- 
fornia, Braiich  County,  Mich.,  resided  there 
until  his  death,  January  13,  1892,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine  years.  His  wife,  who  be- 
fore marriage  was  Christie  McCall,  was  born 
in  Caledonia,  May  23,  181S.  She  now  lives 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Bosley.  Daniel  Mc- 
Call, father  of  Mrs.  Douglas,  was  born  in 
Scotland,  and  was  a  son  of  Duncan  McCall. 
Me  was  reared  to  agriculture,  and  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  in  the  above-named  town,  built 
a  log-house,  and  jn'oceeded  to  clear  a  farm 
in  the  wilderness.  He  lived  there  until 
his  death,  at  eighty-four  years  of  age.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Catherine  Mc- 
Call. Mr.  and  Mrs.  l^osley  have  three  chil- 
dren—  Edward  Richmond,  a  graduate  of 
Yale,  class  of  1894;  Louis  Douglas,  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Geneseo  Normal  School,  and  now  a 
teacher;  and  Mary  C,  who  lives  at  home,  and  is 
attending  tlie  Geneseo  Normal  School.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Bosley  is  a  Republican.  He  aiul  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 


'OHN  ]l.  MASON,  a  prosperous  mer- 
chant in  North  Ja\'a,  W'yoniing  County, 
N.\'.,  was  horn  in  the  neighboring 
town  of  W'ethersheld  on  October  25, 
1842.  His  father,  Thomas  Mason,  was  born 
ill  County  W'icklow,  Ireland,  in  1807,  antl 
emigrated  to  Anierica  in  1837.  He  worked  in 
the  lead  niines  of  Galena,  111.,  for  two  years, 
and  then  retmned  to  Ireland  for  his  bride, 
Mary  A.  Kavanah,  who  came  back  with  him, 
and  to  whom  he  was  married  in  New  York  in 
the  sjH'ing  of  1 840. 

The  youiig  couple  settled  in  Wethersfield  on 
a  farm  of  a  hundred  acres,  for  which  they  jxaid 
nine  tK)llars  an  acre.  More  land  was  added  as 
they  grew  more  prosperous,  and  Mr.  Mason 
became  a  leading  farnier  of  that  section  before 
many  years  had   eUqjsed.     Mrs.   Mason,  who 


was  a  native  of  County  Wexford,  Ireland,  was 
as  faithful  to  her  husband  as  she  had  been 
lo)'al  to  her  al)sent  lu\-er.  .Seven  childreii 
were  born  to  gladden  the  honie  and  hearth  of 
the  parents,  and  all  grew  to  luaturit}';  but  the 
subsecjuent  brex  ity  of  the  li\es  of  most  of  this 
faiuil)'  was  pathetic.  TlToinas,  the  hrsl-born, 
who  was  a  man  of  niusical  intelligence,  and  a 
very  ])o])ular  teacher  in  the  neighboihood,  died 
at  thirt\-t\vo  )-ears  of  age.  James  died  at 
twenty-one.  Mary  A.,  tlie  wife  of  John  Nor- 
ton, died  at  twent)'-two  )-ears  of  age,  and  \sas 
buried  with  the  infant  daughter  whose  birth 
had  cost  her  life.  Catherine  A.  died  of  brain 
fe\"er,  aged  twenty-two.  lilizabelh,  wife  of 
James  (jillesjiie,  was  a  x'ictim  of  consumption, 
and  died  at  twenty-two.  The  youngest-born, 
Charles,  who  is  a  merchant  and  l\)stmaster  in 
Java  Centre,  and  the  second  child,  Jcjhn  K. ,  of 
this  sketch,  are  the  only  survivors.  Charles 
has  a  wife,  three  sons,  and  two  daughters. 
j\Ir.  Thonuis  IMason  died  in  1861,  aged  fifty- 
four  }ears.  His  widow  li\-cd  to  be  sixty-three 
years  old,  dying  in  1873.  They  were  both 
niembers  of  the  Catholic  church. 

John  Mason's  educaticni  was  somewhat 
meagre,  as  he  had  no  other  opportunities  than 
those  the  district  schools  of  that  period  af- 
forded. He  remained  on  his  father's  farm 
until  he  was  twenty-two  3-ears  of  age,  when  he 
went  to  .Saginaw,  Mich.,  where  he  secured 
work  in  a  saw-niill.  After  sixteen  months  he 
returned  to  Ja\a,  in  whicli  place  he  reiuained 
until  uSThj,  when  he  went  to  Chicago.  lie 
there  worked  a.s  a  carpenter  and  paiiUer  for  a 
while,  and  was  foi'  a  time  eiuplo)ed  in  the 
fancy  bakery  and  confectionery  of  R.  II. 
h'ish  &  Co.  in  that  city.  He  was  married  on 
April  20,  1876,  to  Miss  Kvd  K.  Hakl,  of  Chi- 
cago, and  in  the  following  nionth  left  the  cit}' 
for  his  natixe  ])lace.  .Se\en  }'eais  later,  in 
1883,  he  was  bereft  of  his  wife,  who  elied, 
lea\'ing  three  chilchen  —  Nellie  B.,  Charles 
Edwin,  and  Catherine.  Their  respective  ages 
now  are  sex'enteen,  fourteen,  and  twelve.  Mr. 
Mason  was  mairied  again,  the  second  ?ilrs. 
Mason  being  Mars'  Aiui  ITatterv,  a  tlanghter 
of  James  ami  hiliza  ((ilaln')  l-"lattcr\-.  The 
offspring  of  this  union  are  Elizabeth,  James, 
and  Gene\^ie\'e. 
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Ml".  Mason  bc|^an  mercantile  business  in 
Java  in  1H77.  His  Hist  partner  in  the  hard- 
ware store  was  A.  M.  Smith,  who  after  three 
years  soUl  liis  interest  to  tlie  present  firm  of 
Mason  &  Crahan.  These  gentlemen  have  es- 
tablished a  large  and  prosperous  trade,  and 
keep  a  coni|)lele  and  well-selected  assortment 
of  all  articles  in  their  line.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mason  live  in  their  pleasant  home,  built  in 
1SS4,  which  is  tastefully  aj^jiointed  and  well 
ordered.  Mr.  Mason  is  a  Democrat.  He 
served  as  Postmaster  iluring  President  Cleve- 
land's first  administration.  He  has  been  ]ix- 
cise  Commissioner,  and  was  Supervisor  for 
two  terms.  He  is  a  membei-  of  the  Catholic 
chu.rch,  and  the  erection  of  the  handsome 
new  church  in  Ja\'a  is  largely  due  to  his 
efforts. 


Y^l'^VI  PARSONS,  D.  D.,  a  .scholarly  and 
iJj  cultured  man,  was  the  recipient  of  an 
^  excellent  education;  and  this  has 
been  broadened  and  increased  by 
years  of  reading  and  study.  For  thirty-nine 
consecutive  years  he  has  retained  the  pastorate 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Mount  Morris, 
and  during  that  time  has  exerted  a  marked 
beneficial  influence  o\-er  the  entire  community, 
atlministering  imt  onl}-  to  the  spiritual  needs 
of  his  flock,  but  taking  an  intelligent  interest 
in  everything  tending  to  ele\ate  the  so'cial, 
educational,  and  moral  status  of  the  town  or 
county.  His  strong  jjersonality,  innate  kind- 
ness of  heart,  and  tender  s)'mpathy  for  all  who 
are  in  affliction  or  tiouble  ha\'e  won  for  him 
the  lasting  regard  of  both  old  and  young,  by 
whom  he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 

Dr.  Parsons  is  of  \ew  Pngland  ancestry, 
but  a  nati\e  of  Yovk  .State,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  the  town  of  Marcellus,  Onondaga 
County,  January  2,  1829.  His  father,  the 
Rev.  Levi  Parsons,  was  born  in  Northampton, 
Mass.,  August  20,  1779;  and  his  progenitors 
could  be  traced  in  the  Parsons  line  to  the  first 
settlers  of  that  place.  He  was  a  yovmg  boy 
when  his  parents  removed  from  Northampton 
to  Westhampton,  in  the  same  State,  where  he 
was  bred  and  educated.  .After  completing  his 
academical    education    he    entered  Williams 


College,  irom  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1801,  being  class  orator  (Jii  tliat  occasion. 
After  two  \  ears  of  teaching  in  Cornwall,  Conn., 
and  two  )-eai"s  more  as  a  tutor  of  Williams 
College,  he  began  the  stud)'  of  theology  with 
the  Rev.  Al\  in  HncIc,  D.D.,  (if  Lee,  Mass.,  and 
on  the  coniplelidu  ot  his  studies  was  licensed 
to  preach  at  .Stockbridge  in  1806.  He  then 
came  to  Wcsteiii  New  \'ork  as  a  missionary, 
antl  preached  in  different  parts  of  the  State, 
making  the  journe\'  from  place  to  jilace  on 
horseback,  tliat  mode  of  travelling  being  in 
wide  contrast  to  the  luxurimis  and  exjK'ditious 
means  employed  at  the  present  daw  He  finally 
located  at  Marcellus,  X.\'.,  and,  being  or- 
dained as  pastor  of  the  Presby  terian  church  of 
that  town,  Sejitember  16,  1807,  there  preached 
the  gospel  for  thirt)'-two  years,  and  remained 
a  respected  resident  of  that  place  until  his 
death,  Noxember  20,  1864,  at  the  venerable 
age  of  eight}'-fi\-e  years.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wite,  to  whom  he  was  married  Octoljer  19, 
1809,  was  Almira  Rice.  She  was  a  nati\-e  of 
Connecticut,  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Rice, 
who  also  was  born  in  Connecticut,  the  date  of 
his  birth  being  October  23,  1751.  Mr.  Rice 
was  an  early  pioneer  of  Marcellus,  Onondaga 
County,  going  theie  in  1795,  and  purchasing 
a  tract  of  heavih'  timbered  land,  b)'  dint  of 
steatly  ^md  pei"se\eri ng  laboi'  .succeeding  in 
hewing  out  a  farm  from  the  primeval  forest. 
On  the  homestead  wh ich  he  improved  he  and 
his  laithtul  wife  passed  their  remaining  da)'s, 
he  li\  ing  to  the  ripe  idd  age  of  fouiscore  and 
four  \'ears,  while  slie  sur\'i\ed  him,  li\ing  lo 
the  age  ot  eiglil\ -eight  )ears.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Hannali  Peach,  and  she  was  a  nali\e 
ot  Conneciicut.  The  ih l  i  1 1  i ng  scenes  thiough 
which  they  passed  dining  their  years  of  pio- 
neer life  can  scarce  be  imagined  by  the  ])resent 
generation.  (_)n  their  arrival  in  the  count)  the 
land  was  little  more  than  a  dense  wilderness, 
with  here  and  theie  a  clearing,  from  which  the 
smoke  from  some  pioneer's  cabin  might  be 
seen  issuing.  In  sid)duing  the  forest  and 
watching  the  growth  of  the  county  to  a  pros- 
perous and  wealthy  agricultural  ami  manufact- 
uring communit)-,  Mr.  antl  Mrs.  Rice  look 
great  delight,  and  ])erformed  their  full  share. 
Mrs.  Parsons  died  in  i85(),  at  the  age  of  se\'- 
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enty-two  )cais,  leaving;  six  children;  namely, 
lichvard,  Almira  ]<.,  Mary  A.,  Israel,  Mar- 
garet, and  Levi. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  sketch  received 
his  early  education  in  the  pul^lic  schools  of 
IMarcellus,  and  afterward  pursued  his  studies 
at  Moraxia  .\cadeni\'.  Subseiiucntly,  under 
the  tutela;j,e  of  his  laliier,  Mr.  Parsons  was 
prefiared  for  college,  and  at  the  age  of  si.xteen 
)'ears  eiitered  Hamilton  College,  from  which 
he  was  graduatt:d  with  the  class  <jf  1849. 
During  his  college  life  Mr.  Parsons  had  taught 
scliool  one  term;  and  after  graduation  he  re- 
sumed his  [iidlessional  career  as  a  teacher  at 
Mast  i^loomheld  anil  in  the  pioneer  schocds  of 
[•"lint,  Mich.  In  1851  he  entered  Auburn 
Theological  Seminar}',  and  was  graduatetl  from 
that  institution  in  1854,  having  been  licensed 
])y  the  Presb\tery  of  Cayuga,  June  21,  1853. 
llis  first  settlement  as  a  minister  was  in 
Otisco,  Onondaga  Count)',  where  he  labored 
with  zeal  and  earnestness  for  a  year  and  a 
half.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  came 
to  Mount  Morris,  preaching  his  first  sermon 
ill  l'"ebruary,  1856,  ami  on  the  lOth  of  July 
folhjwing  was  ortlainetl  by  the  Ontario  Presby- 
tery as  pastor  of  the  church,  a  position  which 
he  has  since  retained. 

Mr.  Parsons  has  Iseen  twice  married.  His 
union  with  Miss  Mary  W'adsworth,  a  daughter 
of  the  ]\e\'.  Charles  W'adsworth,  of  Richfield 
Springs,  X.  V.,  was  solemnized  in  1854. 
After  a  brief  life  of  wctlded  happiness  she 
passed  to  the  higher  existence,  her  death  oc- 
curring August  2,  1856.  She  left  one  son, 
Sto}'ell  C.  Parsons.  In  1858  Mr.  Parsons 
married  Miss  Harriet  M.  Pease,  of  Auburn, 
N.  V.  She  was  born  Xo\-ember  5,  1838,  on 
the  island  of  Cyprus,  where  her  father,  tiie 
Re\'.  Lorenzcj  W.  I'ease,  a  Presbyterian  mis- 
sionary under  the  auspices  of  the  American 
Poard  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions, 
was  stationed  for  several  years,  dying  in  Au- 
gust, 1839.  (^f  this  second  imion  nine  chil- 
dren ha\'e  been  born;  namely,  l^lizabeth  L. , 
I'rederick  L. ,  Mary  A.,  Levi  K. ,  Harriet  M., 
Heiny  T.,  yXrtluir  L. ,  (iertrude  \V. ,  ami 
Anna  C. 

Dr.  Parsons  is  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Auburn  Theological  Seminary, 


and  has  belonged  to  the  Rochester  Presl))ter)' 
twenty-five  )'ears,  during  which  he  has  been 
its  stated  Clerk.  He  was  M(jderator  of  the 
-Synod  of  New  \'ork  ficm  ( Jctobei',  1892,  Jo 
October,  1893. 


(^Tt-IMMI    II.    HOSKIXS,   a   retired  mer- 
£jj      chant  and  capitalist  of  Cowlesville,  a 
\illage   in   Jk'nnington,    X.\'.,  was 
'  Ijorn  in  this  town,  October  2  i ,  1826, 
being  a  son  i»f  Ciecn'ge   Hoskins,   who  was  a 
nati\'e   of   the   .State  of   Connecticut,   born  at 
Windsor  in  the  month  of  P'cbruary,  1784. 

Cicorge  was  the  son  of  Augustus  Hoskins, 
an  humble  resident  of  the  town  of  Windsor, 
Conn.,  and  his  wife,  Lo\isa  Parsons  Hoskins, 
a  nati\'e  of  the  same  town,  born  al)out  the  \ear 
1790.  Some  four  years  jirevious  to  his  mar- 
riage George  Hoskins  came  to  Bennington  for 
the  i^urpose  of  locating.  He  journeved  on 
foot,  carr}  ing  a  pack  on  his  back,  and  acquired 
a  tract  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres 
of  wild  land,  which  he  connnenced  to  improve; 
and,  after  cutting  dtnvn  trees  and  jM'eparing  the 
materials,  he  erected  a  small  frame  house, 
thus  becoming  one  of  the  earl)-  settlers  of  the 
town. 

After  remaining  two  )'ears  he  returneil  to 
his  former  home  in  Xew  hingland,  and  imme- 
diately follcjwing  his  marriage,  which  occiuaed 
in  1810,  moved  with  his  wife  to  the  new  home 
which  he  had  commenced  to  establish.  'I'hey 
journeyed  to  their  ilestination  with  a  horse  and 
wagon,  the  jiropert)'  of  Mrs.  Hoskins's  father. 
The  house  which  (ieorge  Hoskins  erected, 
which  is  the  one  in  which  his  son  Ammi  was 
born,  is  still  standing  on  the  old  farm,  one 
mile  west  of  Bennington.  This  farm,  which 
had  been  increased  to  one  hundred  and  ninet)'- 
two  acres,  was  sold  b\'  the  sul)ject  in  1871  for 
forty  dollars  ])er  acre.  (ieorge  Hoskins  l)e- 
came  a  prosperous  farmer  and  a  thorough!)'  u|)- 
right  citizen,  dying  at  the  home  of  his  son  in 
1873,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine 
years,  ha\ing  surxived  his  wife,  who  ilied  in 
1864,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 

Ammi  H.  Hoskins  is  the  youngest  of  fi\e 
children,  two  sons  and  three  dauijhters,  of 
whom  he  is  now  the  onl\-  survivor,  two  sisters 
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having  died  about  the  year  1823  or  1824, 
one  at  the  age  of  four  years,  and  the  other  ten 
months.  His  elder  sister,  Louisa,  wife  (jf 
Caleb  H.  King,  died  at  Cowles\'ille  in  1887, 
aged  seventy-five  years,  leaving  one  son, 
(jeorge  H.  King,  now  a  resident  of  Cowles- 
ville.  'I"he  only  brother  of  Animi  M.  was 
George  G.  Hoskins,  born  Deeember  13,  1824, 
and  died  June  12,  1893.  He  was  a  well- 
known  and  highly  respected  gentleman,  and 
an  able  politician,  who  serx'ed  both  the  State 
and  the  nation.  He  resided  in  Attica,  having 
moved  from  Bennington  Centre  in  1865.  He 
was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  l^ennington  four- 
teen years  in  succession,  and  Supervisor  two 
terms,  although  the  Republican  party  was  in 
the  minority.  He  was  appointed  United 
States  Internal  Revenue  Collector,  which 
office  he  resigned  when  elected  a  representa- 
tive to  Congress  in  1870,  being  re-elected 
in  1872.  In  18S0  he  was  elected  Lieutenant 
Governor.  He  was  a  man  of  means,  having 
been  very  successful  in  business  as  well  as  in 
politics,  and  scrupulously  honest  in  both.  He 
left  an  estate  of  fifty  thousantl  dollars.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hollenback, 
survives  him,  with  one  child,  with  whom  she 
resides — Elvira  Georgia,  now  the  wife  of 
R.  P.  Scalt,  an  attorney  at  Butler,  Pa.  Mr. 
Hoskins's  parents  were  Presbyterians,  his 
mother  having  been  a  dex'oted  member  of  that 
church. 

Ammi  H.  Hoskins  received  his  education  at 
the  district  school  of  Bennington  Centre, 
which  was  supplemented  by  one  year's  attend- 
ance at  the  seminary  in  Alexander.  He  was 
trained  to  farm  work,  and  remained  at  home 
assisting  iiis  father  until  his  marriage,  which 
occurred  June  2,  1852,  to  Lodema  A.  Hollen- 
back, of  Darien,  daughter  of  Derrick  Hollen- 
back. His  wife's  father  was  a  farmer,  who 
came  from  Massachusetts,  and  who  died  at  the 
above-named  village  in  1866,  aged  about  sev- 
enty years,  having  reared  a  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren. Mr.  Hoskins  commenced  mercantile 
pursuits  when  a  young  man,  at  Bennington 
Centre,  with  his  brother,  vmder  the  firm  name 
of  B.  G.  &  A.  H.  Hoskins.  He  was  eng-aoed 
in  this,  at  the  same  time  taking  charge  of 
his  father's   farm   aiul   business  affairs,  until 


1864,  when  he  renuu'ed  to  Co\vlcs\'ille,  where 
he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hoskins  & 
Howes.  Ten  years  later  his  partner  rcliied, 
and  he  comluctecl  the  business  alone  two  )'jars. 

Mr.  Hoskins  has  been  fa\'ored  with  a  fair 
degree  ot  prosperity,  and,  although  he  has  seen 
the  ups  and  downs  of  lite,  has  gradually  ad- 
vanced to  a  positi(jn  which,  on  the  wh(de, 
amounts  to  a  successful  and  satisfactory  busi- 
ness career.  He  is  a  ratlical  Repuljlican  in 
politics,  and  has  served  as  Postmaster  both  at 
Bennington  and  Cowlesville.  He  was  Suijer- 
visor  at  the  latter  place  in  1865-G6,  handling 
a  large  amount  <jf  funds,  ami  clearing  the 
county  from  its  bonded  tlebt  of  four  thousand 
dollars.  He  was  Major  and  afterward  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  of  the  PMrst  Regiment,  Na- 
tional Guards,  and  held  the  latter  rank  imtil 
the  regiment  was  disbanded. 

They  reside  at  their  pleasant  home  in 
Cowlesville,  which  he  erected  in  1870.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hoskins  ha\-e  not  lieen  blessed  witli 
children.  Of  late  Mr.  Hoskins  has  been  in 
failing  health,  but  still  atteiuls  to  business. 
P'or  the  past  nineteen  }'ears  his  office  has  been 
located  near  his  residence;  and,  although  he 
does  not  claim  to  l)e  a  bankei",  he  acts  in  that 
capacity,  together  with  the  uslkiI  business  of  a 
general  capitalist. 


ANIEL   LACY  is  a  native  of  Cale- 
=j     (Ionia,  has  resided  in  the  State  of 
9/     New  York  all  his  life  and  in  the 
town  of  Avon  for  about  thirt)'  }  ears. 
His  father,  l^phraim,  was  also  a  native  of  this 
State,  he  having  been  born  at  Goshen,  Orange 
County;   but  his   gi-andfatlier,   William,  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  town  of   Danbury,  and 
yet  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Orange 
County,   New  \'ork.     He  was  a  farmer,  and 
he  cleared  and  otherwise  improved  a  good  ileal 
of  lantl  in  that  section. 

I^phraim  Lacy  removed  from  Orange  County 
with  an  o\  team,  coming  first  to  Monroe 
County,  antl  liom  there  to  Lix'ingston,  wliere 
he  took  up  a  farm  in  Caledonia.  It  was  jiart 
of  the  Holland  Purchase,  was  entirely  wild 
land,  antl  hat!  an  area  of  about  two  hundi-ed 
acres.     It    is   ver\"   difficult    fur   tlu'  present 
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generation  to  rcali/c  tliat  peaceful,  prosper- 
ous, and  hi^hl)'  civili/ed  Mew  Y(;rk  State  was 
tlie  home  ol  "wild"  Indians  comparatively 
lew  years  ago.  Vet  the  history  of  the  State 
shows  such  to  be  the  tact,  and  what  brings  it 
still  nearer  home  to  us  is  the  history  of  old 
families  wiioni  we  all  know  — for  instance, 
that  of  the  Lacy  family;  for,  when  the  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  took  up  the  farm 
on  the  Holland  Purchase,  there  were  Indians 
in  that  section.  He  built  a  log  house;  and, 
shortly  after  he  had  fairl)-  begun  improvement 
of  the  propert)',  he  married  Mary  Dickinson, 
of  \^ermont.  The  sparsely  settled  nature  of 
the  country  at  that  time  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  the  nearest  market  that  Ephraim 
Lacy  could  find  for  his  wheat  was  at  Han- 
ford's  Landing,  below  Rochester.  He  and 
his  wife  had  four  children  —  Charlotte,  who 
died  in  1 840;  Volney,  who  died  in  189O; 
ALary  A.;  and  LJaniel,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

Daniel  began  his  education  in  the  district 
schools,  and  finished  it  at  Canandaigua  Acad- 
emy. To  the  city  people  of  to-day  most  of 
the  district  school-houses  of  the  present  time 
look  small,  bare,  and  inconvenient;  but, 
compared  with  those  of  Daniel  Lacy's  boy- 
hood days,  they  are  almost  palaces.  The 
school-houses  he  attendetl  were  built  of  logs, 
were  equipijcd  with  slab  seats;  and  the  other 
furnishings  were  efpially  crude.  But  the 
value  of  a  school  de])enils  more  upon  the  kind 
of  teachers  it  has  than  it  does  upon  the  kind 
of  furnishings  it  is  sujiplied  with;  and,  judg- 
ing by  the  record  made  by  those  who  got  all 
their  schooling  in  the  old  district  schools, 
they  had  many  good  teachers  in  those  days. 
Our  subject  chose  farming  in  those  days;  and, 
when  his  father  divided  up  his  lands  among 
his  boys,  Daniel  got  the  original  farm.  He 
remained  on  it  until  1865,  when  he  sold  out 
to  his  brother,  came  to  Avon,  bought  a  farm 
of  about  fifty  acres,  and  now  has  another  farm 
located  on  the  river  front. 

Horn  in  1827,  Dapiel  I,acy  was  thirtv-eight 
years  old  in  1865,  when  he  came  to  Avon, 
wdiere  he  has  resided  ever  since.  In  October, 
1850,  he  married  I'rances  Sackett,  daughter 
of    Colonel    Orange    Sackett    and  Amanda 


(Sheldon)  Sackett.  They  have  had  five  chil- 
dren—  Harriet  IL,  Samuel  S.,  John  J., 
I'" ranees  V.  Z.,  and  Harry  D.  Lacy.  Harriet 
IL  married  George  W .  Carman,  of  Marine 
City,  Mich.;  and  they  have  five  children  — 
Ruth,  Frances  L.,  John  L.,  Henry  M.  Stan- 
ley, I'dorence.  Samuel  S.  married  Lillian 
St(jne,  of  Lima;  and  they  live  in  Rochester. 
John  J.  married  I£mma  E.  Wallace,  of  Catta- 
raugus.    Frances  and  Harry  D.  are  at  home. 

During  his  long  residence  in  Avon  Mr. 
Lacy  has  found  time  to  tlevote  to  public  ser- 
vice, and  has  held  various  reponsible  public 
offices.  He  was  Highway  Commissioner  at 
the  building  of  the  big  bridge  at  Spencerport 
in  1877,  has  been  Assessor  five  years  in  Cale- 
donia and  three  years  in  the  town  of  Avon. 
He  was  School  Trustee  at  the  time  of  the 
organization  of  the  union  free  school,  and 
held  that  position  for  eighteen  years.  Dan- 
iel Lacy  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  in 
1848  for  Zachary  Taylor,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party  from  its  for- 
mation. He  is  as  consistent  in  his  friend- 
ships as  he  is  in  his  political  views,  and  is  a 
"good  neighbor"  as  well  as  a  public-sjjirited 
citizen. 


rp^EV.  JAMES  A.  MICKEY,  the  be- 
I  loved   pastor  of  St.    Mary's  Roman 

I  b\  Catholic  Church,  Geneseo,  N.V., 
through  whose  untiring  efforts  this 
new  and  handsome  edifice  has  been  completed, 
was  born  in  Weedsport,  Cayuga  County, 
N.V.,  August  19,  1859.  His  early  education 
was  obtained  in  the  Weedsport  Union  School 
and  Academy,  from  wdiich  he  was  graduated 
in  June,  1876.  He  entered  St.  Andrew's 
pre]-)aratory  Seminary,  Rochester,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1877,  and  St.  Joseph's  Tiieological  Semi- 
nary, Troy,  N.Y.,  in  1878.  Upon  the 
completion  of  his  course  in  the  latter  institu- 
tion he  w^as  ordained,  July  10,  1882,  in  St. 
Patrick's  Cathedral,  Rochester,  by  the  Right 
Rev.  W.  J.  McOuaid.  After  a  short  \acation 
his  first  apjjointment  to  official  duty  was  as 
Assistant  at  St.  Mary's  Church,  Auburn, 
where  he  remained  nearly  two  years.  He  was 
then   assigned   the   pastorate    of    St.  John's 
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Church,  S|5L'ncci'port,  where  he  spent  four 
years.  Mis  association  with  St.  Mary's 
Church,  (k'neseo,  began  April  2,  1888,  at 
which  time  he  succeeded  the  Rev.  M.  D. 
Mussmacher,  St.  Mary's  first  resident  pastor. 
In  Father  Hickey's  general  appearance  there 
is  much  to  give  assurance  of  honest  frankness 
and  winning  sympath}'  and  benevolence. 
That  he  is  earnest,  zealous,  and  efficient  the 
results  of  his  labor  best  attest.  St.  Mary's 
numbers  about  seven  hundred  souls,  with  the 
churches  of  Fowlerville  and  I-'iffard  making 
about  twelve  hundred;  and  these,  with  a  flour- 
ishing Sunday-school,  superintended  directly 
by  Father  Hickey,  evidence  weighty  duties, 
each  in  turn  faithfully  and  zealously  per- 
formed. 

Father  Hickey  is  the  son  of  Patrick 
Hickey,  a  native  of  County  Limerick,  Ire- 
land, and  his  wife,  Ann  Griffin,  daughter  of 
Michael  Griftin,  of  County  Clare,  Ireland. 
Patrick  Hickey  was  the  son  of  James  and 
Catherine  Hickey,  of  Ireland.  He  was  one 
of  four  or  five  children,  and  he  reared  seven. 
He  came  to  America  in  1847,  and  settled  in 
Weedsport,  Cayuga  County,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  vocation  of  a  maltster,  having 
charge  of  the  extensive  malt  house  of  Miller, 
Kirby  &  Co.  He  became  a  highly  respected 
citizen,  and  carefully  reared  his  large  family, 
as  follows:  Catherine,  who  married,  and  is 
now  deceased;  James  A.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Mary,  who  now  resides  with  him; 
ICleanor,  widow  of  the  late  James  H.  Managh, 
of  Adams  l^asin,  N.Y.;  Michael  J.,  a  clerk 
in  the  employ  of  the  New  York  Central 
Railroad  in  New  York  City;  Mary  and  Lizzie, 
who  died  while  young. 

An  upright,  bi  oad-m  indecl,  kind-hearted 
Christian  gentleman,  since  assuming  his  du- 
ties at  St.  I\Liry's  Parish,  P'ather  Hickey  has 
by  his  many  nol)le  qualities  of  mind  and  char- 
acter not  only  endeared  himself  to  his  congre- 
gation, but  has  won  the  res])ect  and  good  will 
of  all  classes,  irrespective  of  creed  or  nation- 
ality. Many  could  readily  l)ear  witness,  were 
they  called  upon  to  do  so,  to  his  kindness  of 
heart;  but  the  various  acts  of  quiet  charity 
performed  by  him  are  best  known  to  th(^st' 
who  have  been  blessed  thereby,  and  the  filial 


love  and  confiding  obedience  of  the  people 
over  whom  he  presides  is  sufficient  testimony 
to  his  worth  as  a  faithful  pastor  and  guide. 


/  ^  h:ORGK  W.  HUNN,  a  farmer  now 
\  •)  I  living  in  retirement  at  Gainesville, 
N.Y.,  was  born  in  Ontario  County, 
June  3,  1S26,  being  a  son  of  James  G.  Hunn 
and  a  grandson  of  the  Rev.  Zadoc  Hunn,  both 
natives  of  Massachusetts.  The  grandfather 
was  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  and  studied 
for  the  ministry.  He  spent  his  last  years  in 
Canandaigua,  Ontario  Count}-,  where  he  ciicd 
at  about  fifty-four  years  of  age.  He  was  the 
father  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  now 
deceasetl. 

James  G.  Hunn  came  to  Ontario  County  in 
1793,  at  the  age  of  seven  )'ears,  and  was  bred 
to  the  life  of  a  farmer.  On  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  settled  upon  part  of  the  tract  of  land 
which  his  father  had  improved,  and  resided 
there  until  his  decease,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine.    This  farm  is  now  owned  by  a  grandson. 

James  G.  Hunn  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Fliza  Gillett,  and  who  was  a  nati\'e 
of  Massachusetts,  reared  elexen  children,  all 
of  whom  are  now  deceased  except  Thomas  and 
George  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mrs. 
I^liza  Gillett  Ilunn's  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Morton,  was  cousin  of  the 
present  Governor  of  New  York  State.  She 
was  born  at  Granville,  Mass.,  in  1S07,  and 
died  at  the  oUl  homestead  in  1876,  aged  si\t\- 
nine.  Mr.  Ilunn's  jiarents  were  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  chuich,  and  his  father  was  a 
Trustee. 

George  W.  Hunn  passed  his  earlier  )'ears 
in  Ontario  County,  and  remainetl  there  until 
after  his  marriage.  He  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools,  aiul  was  carefully  trained  by 
his  father  to  the  labors  of  liusbandry.  Afler 
attending  the  Canandaigua  Academy  two 
terms  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  farm,  and  in  1S62  jnu'chased  for 
himself  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Faglc,  where  he 
resided  about  fourteen  years.  He  then  sold 
his  property,  and  moved  to  Dakota,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming,  having  settled  upon  a 
tract  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land. 
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He  first  went  to  that  State  for  the  purpose  of 
acceptin;j,'  a  position  with  a  land  compan)',  and 
had  charge  of  twenty  thousand  acres;  but 
after  three  years  lie  relinquished  his  position, 
and  for  four  yeais  more  devoted  his  time  and 
energies  to  wheat-raising".  In  this  he  was 
remarkably  successful,  raising  and  shipping 
large  quantities.  He  at  length  sold  his  jjrop- 
erty  in  the  West,  and  returned  to  Gainesville, 
where  he  purchased  a  liouse  and  lot  adjoining 
the  residence  of  his  daughter,  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Frank  Button,  a  ver)'  [jniminent  physician  in 
this  localit)'. 

In  1852  "Sir.  Hunn  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Mary  Anson,  tlaughter  of  Silas  Anson,  who 
was  a  son  of  Jonathan  Anson,  of  Ontario 
County.  Her  ])arents  died  in  Michigan. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunn  have  two  daughters, 
namely:  Fannie  Morton,  who  married  Dr. 
Frank  Dutton,  as  al)o\e-mentioned,  and  has 
one  daughter — Mae  Dutton;  and  Angle,  who 
marrietl  Jnhn  Honeyman,  a  carpenter  and 
builder,  residing  in  the  West,  they  having 
four  children — -Fannie,  Arthur,  George,  and 
Lewis. 

Mr.  Hunn  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
has  been  l".xcise  Commissioner.  He  and  his 
wife  are  Universal ists  in  their  religious  belief 
and  members  of  that  church  in  Perry,  holding 
fast  the  "eternal  hope" 

•■  that  good  shall  fall 
At  last,  far  off.  at  last,  to  all, 
And  tivciy  winter  change  to  spring."         ,  J: 


jRS.  HAkRHCT  G.  FRALEV,  su- 
zzf  perintendcnt  of  the  department  of 
iiistrumLiital  music  at  the  (lene- 
seo  Normal  .School,  is  a  daughter 
of  John  .Vngier,  of  Nund  i,  Livingston  County, 
N.  \'. ,  wlu)  was  a  native  of  Keene,  N.  H., 
where  his  father,  Silas  Angier,  a  farmer,  was 
a  life-long  resident.  Mrs.  I'raley's  father  was 
educated  in  the  pid^lic  schools  of  his  native 
town,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years 
went  to  Xunda,  where  he  purchased  a  farm, 
and  also  established  himself  in  the  boot  and 
shoe  business,  whieh  he  conducted  in  connec- 
tion with  farming,  but  later  disposed  of  his 
mercantile  inteic.-^ts  in  order  to  devote  his  en- 


tire attention  to  agriculture.  Mr.  Angier  still 
resides  at  Nunda  iqjon  his  farm,  a  hale,  he.irty 
old  gentleman,  at  the  age  of  alj(nit  eight)' 
yeai's  ;  he  h;is  been  a  vei)'  prominent  man  in  all 
public  affairs  of  the  touii. 

Mrs.  h'raley's  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Rockefellow,  was  a  daughter  of 
.Samuel  Rockefellow,  a  miller  of  Delaware. 
She  was  one  of  a  large  family,  and  became  the 
mother  of  si.x  children,  of  whom  the.->e  Icnir 
lived  til  attain  their  majorit)' :  Althea  Angier, 
who  niLUi  ied  A.  J.  Kniglit,  a  ijrominent  lawyer 
of  Arcade,  \\')'()ming  Count}',  X.  \'.  ;  I'llla, 
wife  of  t).  1{.  Chittentlen,  of  Hata\  ia  ;  Harriet, 
the  sid^ject  of  this  sketch  ;  and  Carrie,  who 
married  Frank  Carter,  of  Nunda,  and  n(.iw 
resides  at  the  (dd  homestead  there.  Mrs. 
Angier  died  at  the  age  of  sevent}'-three  years. 
.She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  of 
which  Mr.  Angier  has  been  a  Deacon  and 
Trustee  for  thirty  }'ears. 

Harriet  G.  Angier,  now  Mrs.  ]-'raley,  re- 
ceived her  general  education  at  the  Nimda 
Academy,  where  she  was  graduated.  She  then 
took  a  thorough  course  at  the  Musical  Acad- 
emy at  Lyons,  Wayne  County,  N.\'.,  and 
three  years  ui  pianoforte  instruction  at  Roch- 
ester, at  the  conclusion  of  which  she  entered 
the  Geneseo  Normal  School  as  a  teacher  of 
instrmnental  music.  After  remaining  eight 
years  at  the  school,  the  board  having  given  her 
a  year's  leave  of  absence,  Mrs.  Fraley  went 
abroad  and  pursued  a  course  of  advanced  musi- 
cal study  in  Berlin.  Germany.  Retin-ning  to 
Geneseo,  she  resumed  her  duties  as  the  head 
of  the  department  ui  instrimiental  music  in 
the  normal  school,  a  position  she  has  now  held 
for  fifteen  )'ears,  being  the  originator  ol  the 
inx'sent  system  of  musical  training  now  in 
\'ogue.  Mrs.  l-'raley's  thorough  and  ])rogres- 
si\'e  methods  of  instruction  have  raised  the 
musical  department  of  the  school  to  a  \er\' 
high  standard,  and  man)'  who  have  graduated 
from  her  \aluable  tuition  are  now  holding 
important  positions  as  teachers. 

Mrs.  l-'raley  is  director  of  music  at  the 
Viisl  Presbyterian  Chinch  in  Geneseo,  and 
also  soprano  soloist  there,  in  which  capacity 
she  has  officiated  for  fifteen  years.  In  1876 
she  tautrht  instrimiental  music  and  sang  in  the 
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choir  at  the  Congregational  cluirch  in  Jackson, 
Mich.,  for  a  slimt  time,  hut  leturned  Kast  to 
resume  her  studies.  .She  is  now  President  of 
the  New  Ynvk  State  Music  Teaciiers'  Ass(jcia- 
tion  for  Li\ingston  County,  which  office  she 
has  hekl  for  three  years,  having  been  twice  re- 
electetl.  Slie  appears  at  a  great  many  con- 
certs, l)otli  as  a  \()cal  and  instrumental  scdoist, 
being  well  and  la\i>rabl)'  known  as  a  musical 
artist  throughout  Western  New  York. 

On  Decendjer  J4,  1S74,  Harriet  G.  Angier 
was  united  in  mairiage  to  Mr.  Joseph  L. 
Fraley,  a  nati\e  of  iiolland,  N.J.,  and  son  of 
Cliarlcs  I""ralev,  who  resides  at  Mount  Morris, 
N.J.  Joseph  L.  i"rale\'  was  an  only  son  by 
his  father's  hrst  wife,  whose  maiilen  name  was 
Anna  Lear,  and  who  was  a  native  of  Iiastern 
Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Fraley  removed  with  his 
father  to  Mount  Morris,  when  he  was  eight 
years  of  age,  and  attended  school  there,  after- 
ward entering  the  State  normal  school  at 
Genesee.  He  was  for  some  )ears  manager  foi' 
the  Singer  .Sewing  Machine  Company,  but  is 
now  connected  with  the  Comstock  Collecting 
Agency,  of  Oswego.  He  was  formerly  part 
owner  and  business  manager  of  the  liquit}' 
Pdouring  Mills  of  Mount  Morris. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  l"rale\'  ha\e  three  children  — 
Charles  J.,  Allen  J.,  and  Planche  Louise,  all 
of  whom  are  students  at  the  normal  schot)l. 

Mr.  P^rale)-  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Cnitecl  Workmen,  but  is  now 
connected  with  the  North-western  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Ccjmpany.  Both  Mrs.  P'raley  and 
her  husband  are  prominent  members  of  the 
Paptist  church,  ami  clo-,i,dy  identified  with  the 
Sunday-school. 


n^^l'LSON  1).  PARSONS,  proprietor  of 
I  — #  a  pleasant  and  will-kept  homestead  in 
I Ij)  I  the  town  of  Pennington,  Wyoming 

County,  N.  \'.,  was  born  upon  the 
farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies,  Octo- 
ber 17,  l^^^O,  son  of  Pcdatiah  Parsons,  a  native 
of  Windsor,  (_'onn.  'I'he  father's  birth  was  in 
May,  1793.  He  was  the  son  of  a  Connecticut 
farmer,  who  ilied  in  middle  life,  leaving  four 
sons  anil  .'.ix  tlaughters. 

Pelatiah    Paison^    mo\ed    fi'om   his  native 


State  to  W)'oming  Count)',  New  \'ork,  in 
1819,  bringing  his  wife  and  two  children,  with 
their  effects,  in  an  ox  wagon,  settling  in  the 
woods  on  a  small  Ir.ict  ot  land  ol  aliout  sixty 
acres,  with  110  neighbors  in  tlie  immediate 
vicinit}'.  I'he  family  were  in  humble  circum- 
stances, but  energetic  and  persexering,  and 
eventually  clearetl  and  im|)ro\ed  a  \'ery  fine 
farm,  attaining  to  a  comlortable  degree  of 
prosperit}-  as  a  result  of  their  untiring  labor, 
and  at  one  time  owned  about  two  hundred 
acres.  Ihe  maiden  name  ol  ,Mrs.  Pelatiah 
Parsons  was  Lemira  Higle}';  aiul  she  reared 
a  family  of  ii\e  children,  all  but  one  of  whom 
are  still  li\ing  —  Palward,  a  resident  of  Ober- 
lin,  ()hio;  Clarissa,  wife  of  Albert  Cooi)er, 
residing  in  Ja\'a,  \\')'oming  County;  Olive, 
widow  of  John  Cooper,  also  residing"  at  Java; 
and  Nelson  U.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Lorenzcj,  late  of  ]\Lirengo,  111.,  is  deceased. 
Pelatiah  Parsons  dieil  in  1879,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  )  ears ;  aritl  his  witlow,  in  188G,  at 
ninet\'-three,  bright  antl  acti\e  for  one  so  far 
atlvanced  in  age.  J^oth  weie  mend)ers  of  the 
Baptist  church.  Pelatiah  Parsons  was  a  ^\  hig 
and  later  a  Republican  in  ])(tlitics,  and  was  in 
every  way  an  upright  citizen,  of  much  \alue 
to  the  community. 

Nelson  1).  Parsons  attended  the  district 
school,  and  assisted  his  father  in  his  farm  woik, 
gaining  that  piactical  knowledge  of  agricidt- 
ure  which  has  served  him  so  well  through  life. 
On  ()ctobei'  6,  1855,  he  was  imitetl  in  mar- 
riage to  I'rances  .Sherman,  of  Pennington, 
ilaughter  of  Al])eit  C.  and  Mar}'  Ann  (.Scot- 
ford)  .Sherman,  the  formei'  a  nati\e  of  Connect- 
icut, and  the  latter  of  Ctica.  Mrs.  Parsons's 
father  ilied  in  .September,  1844,  at  the  age  of 
thirt)'-one  )ears,  lea\  ing  a  wile  and  three  chil- 
dren I'rances  ;  AniLUida,  wife  of  I'.vei'ett 
l^rokaw,  a  resident  of  Litchfield,  Minn.;  and 
L.  A.  .Sherman,  of  I\)rt  Huron,  Mich.,  editor 
and  publisher  of  a  l\e|)ublican  journal  of  that 
city.  He  seivetl  in  the  Ci\'il  War  about  one 
yeai',  enlisting"  at  seventeen,  and  was  in  the 
Chickahominy  .Swamp  under  (icnei'al  McClcl- 
lan.  He  was  fiail,  and  on  that  account  was 
delegated  as  mail  messenger  and  hosjiital  stew- 
ard. Mrs.  Parson^' mother  still  surxives,  at 
the  age  of  eight}'-one  )ears,  and  has  the  ap- 
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pearance  of  being  much  }i)unger,  the  weight  of 
years  seeming  to  ha\'e  little  effect  u])on  her 
either  mentally  or  physically.  She  resides 
with  her  daughter  at  Heiinington. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parsons  have  had  si.\  children, 
all  of  whom  are  li\'ing  —  Clara,  wile  of 
Charles  Rudd,  of  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  having" 
one  son  ;  Clarence  l^lnier,  a  hardware  dealer 
at  Ipswich,  S.  Dak.,  hax'ing  a  wife,  two  sons, 
and  one  daughter;  Pert,  a  farmer  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Pennington,  who  has  a  wife;  Minnie, 
a  }'oung  lady  of  intelligence  and  much  prom- 
ise; Sherman,  a  faimer  at  Marilla,  Erie 
County,  who  has  a  wife,  two  sons,  ami  one 
daughter ;  and  Everett,  a  young  man  at  home. 
The  sons  are  all  Kepublican  in  j^olitics,  tem- 
perate, anil  highly  respected. 

Mr.  Parsons  has  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  in  a  high  state  of  culti\ation, 
upon  which  he  cairies  on  agriculture  in  all  its 
branches,  keejMng  twenty  cows,  grade  Jerseys, 
and  manufacturing  butter  of  a  superior  quality. 
His  comfortable  resilience  was  erected  soon 
after  his  marriage;  and  he  built  his  famous 
barn,  the  dimensions  of  which  are  fijrty  by 
si.xty,  with  eighteen-feet  posts,  in  1891.  It 
has  a  stone  basement  with  cement  floor.  The 
neat  appearance  of  his  farm  and  the  well-ap- 
l)ointetl  buiUlings  testify  to  the  thoroughness 
of  Mr.  Parsons's  farming  cpialifications.  His 
loyalty  to  Rei)ublican  principles  is  always  ap- 
parent, as  are  also  his  kindness  and  generos- 
ity, judging  by  his  life  and  the  reputation  he 
enjoys  among  his  neighbors;  and  he  believes 
more  in  woiks  than  in  creeds.  He  and  liis  in- 
telligent wife  are  still  acti\e  in  the  cares  of 
life,  and  the)'  are  \cry  hajipily  situated  in 
their  pleasant  home. 


Y^VrjATTIH-LW  McCARTNP:Y,  a  resi- 
le j —#  dent  of  Dansville,  was  born  in 
J  JJ^is  (  Sparta,  now  North  Dansville,  on 
— 'the  18th  of  October,  1815.  His 
father,  William  McCartney,  left  his  home, 
"Parlocco,"  near  Kirkcudbright,  in  the 
south  of  Scotland,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  to 
accomiwny  Colonel  Williamson  to  this  coun- 
try. Colonel  Williamson  was,  as  is  well 
known,  a  land  agent  for  a  company  who  owned 


large  tracts  of  land  in  Steuben  and  adjacent 
counties  in  New  York. 

William  McCartney's  was  the  first  marriage 
recordeil  in  the  south  end  of  the  (jenesee 
valle}'.  His  wife  was  a  Miss  Mary  McCurd)-, 
and  the  marriage  took  place  July  14,  1796. 
He  was  one  of  the  few  who  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  the  first  Presbyterian  church 
in  Western  New  York,  located  three  miles 
north  of  this  x  illage,  and  was  one  of  its  Ruling 
Elders.  He  held  various  offices  of  trust  given 
him  b)'  the  people  irrespective  of  party.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  State  legislature  and  for 
twenty-seven  3'ears  Supervisor  of  his  town. 
He  died  in  1831.  His  wife  lived  until  the 
year  1877.  They  had  thirteen  children,  four 
of  whom  still  survive,  all  but  one  being  over 
eighty  years  of  age.  Of  his  grandmother  on 
his  mother's  side,  Mrs.  McCoy,  it  is  said 
there  were  few  women  who  could  be  called 
her  superior.  Her  ancestors  were  Scotch; 
but  she  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Irelaml, 
in  1782.  Her  mother's  brother  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Parliament  for  a  number  of  years  and 
a  very  wealthy  man.  Many  thrilling  episodes 
are  related  of  Mrs.  McCoy  by  the  present 
generation,  who  honor  her  memory. 

Mr.  Matthew  McCartney,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  jxissed  his  life  as  a  merchant  in 
Dansville,  retiring  from  active  duties  about 
the  year  1887.  lie  was  married  in  1853 
to  Miss  l'~rances  McNair.  They  reared  one 
daughter,  ITlen,  who  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  lui- 
gene  Eeon  Peltier,  a  lawyer  of  Troy,  N.Y. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peltier  have  one  bright  little 
daughter,  four  )'ears  of  age,  nameil  Margaret 
Eugenia.  Mrs.  McCartney  was  a  daughter 
of  Judge  James  McNair,  and  grand-daughter  of 
Judge  Hugh  McNair,  of  Canandaigua.  The 
latter  was  Clerk  of  the  county  when  it  em- 
braced Livingston,  Monroe,  and  Ontario. 
Eater  he  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  County 
Court.  Eater  still  he  was  for  five  successi\e 
years  a  member  of  the  Assembly. 

Judge  James  McNair,  Mrs.  McCartne\'s 
father,  enlisted  in  hi,-,  country's  ser\ice  in 
1 81  J,  and  receiving  a  captain's  commission 
had  the  command  of  a  com])any  of  militia 
until  the  end  of  the  war  in  18 14.  He  was 
called  a  brave  officer.     When   the  county  of 
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Livingston  was  organized,  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  Asstjciate  Jiulges,  and  continued  | 
to  hokl  that  olTiee  fur  ten  }'ears.  Judge  Mc- 
Nair  was  an  ]£lder  in  the  I'resbyterian  church 
and  a  Large  hmdhokler  at  tlie  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  liis  seventy-third 
year.  I\h's.  RIcXair  dietl  in  her  fifty-ninth 
year. 

In  a  copy  of  tlie  Kirkcudbrightshire  Ad- 
verliscr,  ]Hiblished  at  Castle  Douglas,  Scot- 
land, we  find  some  interesting  reminiscences 
of  the  I\fcCartne)-s,  Mr.  McCartney's  ances- 
tors, who  were  eminent  in  early  history. 
Alexander  McCartney,  President  of  the  Bible 
Society,  was  laird  of  Barlocco.  An  uncle  of 
his  of  the  same  name  bought  Barlocco.  A 
nephew  of  the  last-named  was  grandfather  of 
Sir  Samuel  llallitiay  McCartney,  the  Chinese 
mandarin,  and  his  brother  John,  prime  minis- 
ter to  an  Indian  rajah,  h^arl  McCartney  was 
Earl  of  Auchinleck,  which  liis  ancestors  ac- 
quired in  1626,  as  heir  of  his  great-grand- 
father, John  Stuart,  of  Auchinleck.  In  1688 
George  McCartney  proclaimed  King  William 
and  Queen  Mary  at  Belfast  at  the  head  of  a 
troop  of  horse,  and  was  attainted  in  the  Dub- 
lin Parliament  of  James  II.  The  celebrated 
Earl  McCartney  married  a  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Bute. 

In  Johnson's  Universal  Cyclopaedia,  vol. 
V.  p.  137,  may  be  found  the  life  of  Earl  Mc- 
Cartney. His  memoir,  with  Journal  of  the 
Embassy  and  other  writings,  was  published 
by  Sir  John  Barrow  in  1807;  and  the  Ameri- 
can Universal  Geography,  Ijy  Jedidiah  Morse, 
D.D.,  published  in  Boston,  devotes  thirty 
pages  to  a  highly  interesting  narrative  de- 
scriptive of  Lord  McCartney's  experiences  in 
China  during  the  years  1792-93-94. 

Mr.  Matthew  McCartiiey  has  a  document 
deeding  the  property  Barlocco  to  the  above- 
named  Alexander  McCartney,  dated  1774, 
also  letters  addressed  his  father  from  Auchin- 
leck, bearing  the  date  of  1794. 

The  summer  of  1877  and  })art  of  the  follow- 
ing winter  Mi\s.  Peltier  passed  among  her 
relatives  in  Scotland,  where  she  was  most 
hospitably  entertained  by  friends  of  both 
branches  of  the  family.  In  London  she  was 
the  recipient  of  kind  attentions  from  Sir  Hal- 


liday  McCartney,  antl  in  Glasgow  from  Mr. 
Gordon  Nairne,  his  nephew,  who  is  at  present 
DeiHit)'  Chief  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, and  whu.^e  wedding  v/as  celebrated  a  few 
months  since  to  Miss  Narciza  da  Costa  Ricci, 
fifth  daughter  of  Baron  da  Costa  Ricci,  At- 
tache of  the  Portuguese  Legati(jn. 

Mrs.  Peltier  has  in  her  possession  the  Mc- 
Cartney coat  of  arms,  which  she  received 
through  the  courtesy  of  Sir  Ilalliday  Mc- 
Cartney. 

In  this  connection  the  following  extract 
from  a  late  copy  (jf  the  Kirkcudbrightshire 
Advertiser  will  i^ruve  of  interest:  — 

"The  lunijcror  of  China  has  by  imperial  re- 
script raised  the  ancestors  for  three  genera- 
tions of  Sir  Ualliday  McCartney,  K.C.M.G., 
the  Secretary  to  the  Chinese  Legation  in  Lon- 
don, to  the  highest  rank  in  the  Chinese  man- 
darinate.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the 
curious  usage  of  conferring  ranks  of  nobility 
on  ancestors  rather  than  descendants.  It  is 
believed  that  the  only  other  European  on 
whom  this  strange  honor  has  been  bestowed  is 
Sir  Robert  Hart,  the  inspector-general  of 
Chinese  maritime  customs,  wdiose  ancestors 
were  similarly  ennobled  two  years  ago.  It  is 
remarkable  to  note  that  it  is  exactly  one  hun- 
dred years  since  a  member  of  the  same  family, 
Lord  McCartney,  entered  Pekin  as  British 
Ambassador  of  the  P^mperor  of  China,  and 
was  received  by  Kien  Lung,  the  greatest 
sovereign  of  the  Manchu  dynasty,  with  a  dis- 
tinction which  has  never  since  been  accortled 
to  the  representative  of  any  country.  Three 
years  ago  an  article  api)eared  describing  a 
number  of  curious  and  valuable  ])resents  to 
Sir  Ilalliday  McCartney  from  the  Emperor  on 
the  retirement  of  the  predecessor  of  the  pres- 
ent Chinese  Minister  to  London." 


/  ^  I'lORGl-:  ERIDD,  a  highly  esteemed 
\  I  and  prosperous  farmer  of  the  town  of 
—  Geneseo,  Livingston  Count}',  X.\'., 
was  born  upon  a  farm  at  lleadcorn,  Count}'  of 
Kent,  Paiglaiul,  March  29,  1823.  His  ances- 
tors were  all  I^nglish  yeomen  as  far  back  as 
known,  his  father,  William  P^ridd,  having 
been  a  follower  of  agricultural  pursuits  in  the 
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al)Ove-naincd  county,  where  he  died  about  the 
year  1831.  After  his  decease  his  widow, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Susanna  King,  mar- 
ried Robert  Hooker,  and  came  to  America 
about  tlie  year  1854,  settling  in  the  town  of 
Geneseo,  where  she  continued  to  reside  during 
the  remainder  of  her  life.  The  following  are 
the  names  of  her  children:  Lucy,  John,  Will- 
iam, Mary,  lilizabeth,  George,  Charles,  Amy, 
James,  Jabez,  and  Caleb  by  her  first  husband, 
William  I'ridd,  and  Annie  and  ICllen  by  her 
second,  Robert  1  looker. 

George  I'^ridd,  who  appears  sixth  in  tlie  list 
above  given,  resided  in  iiis  native  place  until 
1 841,  when  he  emigrated  to  America,  accom- 
panied by  his  brothers,  William  and  John, 
sailing  from  Liverpool  in  the  month  of 
November,  and  arriving  in  New  York  after  a  1 
voyage  of  six  weeks  and  three  days.  George 
came  directly  to  Livingston  County,  amJ  im- 
mediately entered  school.  In  the  following- 
spring  he  commenced  working  upon  a  farm 
at  a  stipulated  amount  per  month,  and  was 
thus  employed  for  four  years,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  winter  seasons,  which  were  passed 
in  the  accumulation  of  that  knowledge  which 
is  always  an  imperative  necessity  in  the  real- 
isation of  success  in  the  business  world.  lie 
])egan  his  career  as  an  independent  farmer 
by  settling  upon  about  eighty-seven  acres  of 
land,  which  forms  a  part  of  the  farm  he  now 
owns  and  occupies.  I'^'om  this  modest  start 
in  life  Mr.  iMddd  has  by  steady  industry  and 
tiiritt  gradually  added  to  his  possessions,  until 
at  the  present  time  his  farm  consists  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  is  one  of  the 
very  best-cultivated  and  most  profitable  es- 
tates in  the  county.  It  is  situated  thi'ce  and 
one-half  miles  fiom  Geneseo  and  five  from 
Avon. 

On  January  12,  1848,  Mv.  L^ridd  married 
Maria  Hubbard,  who  was  born  upon  the  farm 
wdiere  he  now  resides.  Her  father,  Giles 
Hubbard,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who 
rjnK)ved  to  New  York  State,  and  became  one 
of  the  early  settleis  of  the  town  of  Geneseo, 
wliere  he  had  accpiired  a  large  tract  of  timber 
land,  upon  which  he  erected  a  log  house.  He 
cleared  and  cultivated  a  farm,  and  continued 
to  reside  upon  it  until  he  died.     Mr.  Hub- 


bard's wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ruth 
Carrier,  was  also  a  native  of  Connecticut. 
She  survived  hcv  husband,  and  passeil  the 
remainder  ol  her  lite  u]Kjn  the  same  farm. 
Mrs.  Fridd  died  May  3,  1880.  I\h-.  and  Mrs. 
Fridd  reared  but  one  cliild,  a  daughter  named 
Ruth  Amelia,  who  manied  Heni"y  Root,  of 
Allegany  Count)',  and  has  two  children  — 
Jennie  and  Mary. 

Mr.  ]'~ridd  is  a  living  example  of  a  self-made 
man,  having  begun  life  at  the  foot  of  the  bal- 
der, and  ]ty  pei'si-tent  energy  worked  his  way 
upward.  His  course  has  been  one  of  patient 
t(»il,  and  his  present  ])ros])erity  has  been 
justly  won.  He  is  a  man  of  correct  habits, 
and  possesses  a  profoumi  faith  in  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  being  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  as  was  his  wife.  He  has  been 
an  Flder  of  the  church  for  upward  of  twenty- 
fi\'e  years. 


-rr7\LUHI-:\  J.  TILTON,  the  subject  of 
I  ^^y''  this  sketch,  resiiles  at  Arcade,  and  is 
|^')\  a  merchant,  being  the  senior  mem- 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Tilton  &  Francis. 
Mr.  Tilton  was  born  in  Orangeville,  Wyo- 
ming County,  August  22,  1847,  son  of  Oba- 
diah  and  Lois  (Stone)  Tilton.  Both  his 
jxiternal  and  maternal  ancestors  w^re  of 
Puritan  stock,  man}'  of  tliem  having  been 
jirominent  figures  in  early  Colonial  atfairs. 
Cornelius  Tilton,  great-grandfather  of  Reu- 
ben J.,  was  for  man}'  years  a  resident  of 
Martha's  \'ine\'aril,  Mass.,  where  was  born 
his  son,  John  Tilton,  who  moved  to  Kennel)ec 
Count)-,  I\Liine,  and  latei-  coining  to  New 
^'ork  State  remained  in  Albaiiy  Couut\-  a 
year,  and  in  181  i  took  up  his  abode  in 
Orangevil  le.  lleie  Obadiah  'I'ilton  was  born; 
.md  here,  with  the  exd  [ition  ot  h\-e  vear.i 
spent  in  Indiana,  lie  p.issed  his  entire  lite, 
dyii-ig  in  1886. 

Iviissell  -Stoiie,  gi-eat-grai-idfatlier  of  Mr. 
Tilton  on  his  mother's  side,  was  a  Rexolu- 
tionary  patriot,  ami  was  wounded  in  the  l)atlle 
of  Stillwater.  lie  was  a  resident  of  Ma.-isa- 
chusetts  and  a  descendant  of  John  .Stone,  wl'.o 
was  a  member  of  the  Rc'V.  Henr\-  Whitfield's 
famous   tir^t   Ciuilford  Con-ipan\-.  the  ship  in 
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which  they  came  to  this  country  being  the  i 
first  vessel  to  drop  anchor  in  the  harbor  of 
New  Haven,  July,  1639.  I'^  1790)  l^'-''  son 
I'ieuben  l:)eing  tlien  an  infant,  Russell  Stone 
moved  to  New  \'ork  State.  When  twenty- 
three  years  of  aL;e  Reuben  Stone  settled  in 
Orangeville,  where  he  li\ed  until  his  death, 
in  A])ril,  1869.  Lois,  tlie  wife  of  Obadiah 
Tilton  and  mother  of  Iveuben  J.,  was  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Reuben  Stone. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  Reuben  J. 
Tilton,  ha\'ing  jwssed  his  youth  upon  the 
farm  of  his  father  at  Orangeville,  enlisted  as 
a  private  in  Cnmpau)'  (i,  Ninth  New  York 
Cavalry,  and  with  that  regiment  served  with 
Sheridan  in  the  memorable  camfjaign  of  the 
Shenandoah  valley.  He  was  made  a  Cor- 
poral, was  mustered  out  after  a  year's  service, 
and  returning  home  remained  there  until 
1866,  when  he  remo\e(l  to  Michigan.  In 
1870  Mr.  I'ilton  returned  to  Wycjming 
County,  and  married  Miss  Antoinette  I-ioyce, 
of  Johnsonsburg.  In  1883,  having  up  to  that 
time  engaged  in  various  commercial  pursuits, 
Mr.  Tilton  formed  his  present  jwrtnership 
with  James  H.  b'rancis,  of  Arcade. 

Mr.  Tilton  has  alwa)'s  been  actively  in- 
terested in  i)olitical  affairs,  and  as  a  stanch 
Republican  has  been  identified  with  the  promi- 
nent uKn-ements  of  that  party  in  Wyoming 
County.  He  has  represented  the  ]\epublicaii 
organization  frecpiently  in  county,  district, 
and  State  conventions.  The  characteristics 
of  energy,  good  jLidgment,  and  practical 
knowledge  of  affairs,  which  have  assured  his 
success  in  business,  have  commended  him  to 
the  fa\'or  of  his  fellow-townsmen;  and  he  has 
been  several  limes  the  incumbent  of  public 
oi'fiee.  In  1886  he  was  elected  Collector  of 
Arcade,  and  three  years  later  was  chosen 
President  of  the  village.  In  1 89 1  and  189 J 
Mr.  Tilton  represented  the  Democratic  town 
of  Arcade  upon  the  Hoard  of  Supervisors, 
being  with  one  e.\e(,'[)t ion  the  only  Rejjublican 
Supervisor  ever  elected  in  this  community. 
He  was  unanimously  selected  as  Chairman  of 
the  Hoard  at  the  commencement  of  his  second 
term.  II is  meritorious  service  in  the  capac- 
ity of  Supervisor,  together  with  his  life-long 
and  \aluable  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Republi- 


can cause  and  for  the  maintenance  of  party 
principles,  rendered  him  a  Icjgical  candidate 
for  the  Assembly  nomination  in  1893,  for 
which  office  he  was  nominated  and  elected  by 
an  unusual  plurality  over  an  exceptionally 
popular  opponent.  Mr.  Tilton  was  again 
made  the  parly's  nominee  for  meiuber  of  As- 
sembly in  1894,  both  times  by  acclamation, 
and  was  electetl  by  twenty-tour  hundred  and 
ninety-five  jdurality,  the  largest  ever  given  to 
a  candidate  in  Wyoming  County.  As  a  mem- 
ber ()i  the  legislature  he  gained  recognition  as 
an  acti\e,  earnest  worker  and  a  firm  advocate 
of  good  go\ernment  and  tjf  the  policies  of  the 
party.  His  comiuittee  assignments  were  most 
important,  being  banks,  affaiis  of  villages, 
Indian  affairs,  and  prisons.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  notable  Prison  Committee  which  in 
1894  conducted  an  elaborate  investigation 
into  the  s}stem,  methods,  anil  management  of 
the  \'arioiis  penal  institutions  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Tilton  is  included  in  tlie  membership 
of  several  social  and  fraternal  organizations, 
among  them  being  Torbett  Post,  No.  218, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  which  he  is 
Past  Commander,  and  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  P'elbnvs,  China  Lodge,  of  Arcade. 
For  a  ])eri()d  of  fourteen  years  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  a  local  vohmteer  fire  company,  being 
its  foreman  a  number  of  years,  ami  during  his 
service  twice  represented  the  department  at 
State  conventions  of  the  Firemen's  Associa- 
tion of  New  York.  Mr.  Tilton's  lengthy  busi- 
ness career,  his  uiitiring  labors  in  the  sphere 
of  politics,  his  cpialities  of  good  sense  and  fair- 
ness, and  his  recortl  as  a  faithful  official,  have 
given  him  the  confulence  of  the  community; 
ami  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  lu\  al  and 
public-spirited  citizens  of  Wyoming  Counl\-. 


YTAYII-I^IAM  BALLSMITH,  a  promi- 
yY^A/  nent  gi'ocer  in  Attica,  was  boi'u  in 
(lerman\',  in  1839,  and  is  the  son 
of  Christian  and  Mar_\'  (Henschel)  Ballsmith. 
Christian  Ikillsmith  was  a  stone-cutter,  and 
died  in  1854,  leaving  his  widow  with  five 
chiklren.  After  the  death  of  her  husband 
Mrs.  Pallsmilh  decided  to  emigrate  to  the 
United  States,  and   in   1 857  arrived   in  this 
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country  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and 
F.  C.  Jialisniith,  anutlier  son,  who  is  now  a 
resident  of  Attica.  Slie  died  in  Attica,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  in  i86j.  Her 
first-born,  who  was  a  son  named  John,  died  in 
Germany  at  the  af.;e  of  twelve  years.  Her 
daughter  Christina,  ncnv  a  resident  of  I'atavia, 
with  her  chiUlren,  canie  to  America  witli  her 
late  husband,  William  JJuckholz,  in  1852, 
having  been  about  ten  weeks  upon  the  pas- 
sage, which  was  made  in  a  sailing-vessel. 
Charles  Hallsmith,  anuther  son,  came  in  1855, 
and  is  now  a  farmer  in  Attica. 

William  Ballsmith,  after  leaving  school  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  having  attained  a 
fair  education,  learned  the  stone-cutter's 
trade,  and  on  his  arrival  in  Ameiica  first 
worked  for  monthly  wages  on  a  farm,  as  the 
family  had  exhausted  their  small  means  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  the  journey  to  the 
United  States.  The  season  following  he  ob- 
tained employment  at  his  trade  in  a  marble- 
shop  in  Attica,  and  later  relinquished  this  to 
accept  a  position  as  clerk  for  John  Belden  & 
Co.,  with  whom  he  remained  for  some  years. 
In  the  sirring  of  1865  he,  in  company  with 
Timothy  Loomis,  purchased  the  business  of 
his  employers  under  the  firm  name  of  T. 
Loomis  &  Co.  He  continued  in  the  above 
partnership  until  the  ileath  of  Mr.  Loomis, 
when  the  hitter's  brother,  Mr,  James  H. 
Loomis,  succeeded  him,  the  firm  becoming 
William  l^allsmith  &  Co.,  with  Mr.  Ball- 
smith  as  manager.  About  three  years  later 
the  firm  was  changed  to  liallsmith  &  Volck- 
ens,  which  name  was  retained  until  1881, 
when  the  partnershi])  was  dissolved,  and  Mr. 
Ballsmith  was  occupied  about  a  year  in  set- 
tling its  affairs.  He  then  engaged  as  a  sales- 
man for  Loomis  liv;  Tolles  in  the  hardware 
business,  remaining  with  them  for  three 
years.  In  1884  he  became  a  j^artner  with 
Mr.  lirechenheisen,  who  a  year  later  sold  his 
interest  to  Mr.  Driker,  and  the  firm  became 
Ballsmith  &  Driker,  continuing  for  two  years, 
when  Mr.  Ballsmith  succeeded  to  the  entire 
business.  He  has  continued  ever  since  at  the 
old  stand,  No.  i  i  Main  Street,  and  has  a 
prosperous  tratle,  which  he  has  held  in  the 
face  of  strong  comiietition.     He  now  carries 


a  stock  worth  about  tln-ee  thousand  dollars, 
consisting  of  groceries,  provi.-^ions,  etc. 

.Socialh',  Mr.  Ballsmith  is  exceedingly  I)op- 
ular.  He  is  a  ^faster  Mason,  and  has  been 
Secretary  of  the  lodge  and  hekl  other  offices. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Republican  until  1868, 
wlieii  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Prohibi- 
tionists. He  was  elected  Town  Clerk  in 
1866,  and  served  three  vcars,  having  been 
twice  re-elected.  In  1875  he  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  re-elected  in  1879, 
serving  in  all  eight  years.  Mr.  Ballsmith 
and  faniil)-  are  members  of  the  (jcrman  Prot- 
estant church,  in  which  he  has  been  an  holder 
for  many  years. 

On  December  16,  1864,  I\Ir.  Ballsmith 
married  Miss  Sophia  Dickelman,  of  Attica, 
who  is  a  native  of  Germany,  but  came  to 
America  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  with  her 
father,  Louis  Dickelman.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ballsmith  have  two  children  —  Henry  G.  and 
Winona.  Henry  G.  l^allsmith  is  employed 
as  a  salesman  in  his  father's  store,  and  re- 
cently lost  his  wife,  who  was  I\Iiss  Katie 
Seitz;  ami  Winona  Ballsmith  is  a  miss  of 
fourteen  years.  The  family  reside  at  their 
comfortable  liome  at  Xo.  i  i  North  Street, 
which  Mr.   Ballsmith  purchased  in  1881. 


"]r\R.  JAMES    W.   COWAN,  dentist, 
i      I    was  born  at  Guelph,  Ontario,  Can- 

^-Jl^^    '1*1^^1  Ji-ily  9'   i^*J3-     ^^'^   ''^'^s  grad- 
uated from  the  Baltimore  College  of 
Dental  Surgery  in  1887,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  in  constant  practice  at  Geneseo. 

Dr.  Cowan  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  M. 
McCurdy,  June  25,  1 890.  They  ha\-e  one 
daughter,   Margaret,  born  June   18,  1892. 


TTAlIARLES  A.  STEWART,  a  native 
i\J  of  York,  N.Y.,  in  the  County  of  Liv- 
^^Is  ingston,  was  born  on  the  i  ^tli  of 

April,  1814.  His  father,  Alex- 
ander Stewart,  was  a  .Scotchman,  who  was 
born  in  Perthshire,  came  to  America  in  1805, 
and  settled  in  Caledonia.  He  secured  a  posi- 
tion in  Cameron's  store  as  clerk,  which  he 
held  for  four  years,  at  the  end  of  wdiich  time 
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he  married,  ami  took  j)ossession  of  the  east 
part  of  the  McBean  farm.  On  this  place, 
which  comprised  one  humlred  acres,  he  built 
a  lotf  house  aiul  barn.     After  clearing;  the  land 


cultivable  condition, 
Canada,  where  he  re- 
Sleuart  was  most  un- 
al  1  of  his  accumulated 


and  putting  it  into  a 
he  sold  it,  and  went  to 
mained  two  years.  Mr. 
fortunate  here,  and  lost 
earninj^'s.  His  next  purchase  was  a  j^lace 
west  of  York  Centre,  where  he  lived  tluring 
the  rest  of  his  life,  glad  to  be  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  so  many  (jf  his  country-people. 
His  wife  was  Miss  Isabella  McHean,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Francis  McBean,  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers in  this  vicinity.  Of  their  five  children 
Charles  A.  Stewart  is  the  only  surviving  one. 
The  father  lived  to  be  seventy-three  years  old. 

Charles  A.  Stewart  was  sent  to  the  district 
schools  of  York,  and  also  mastered  the  car- 
penter's trade,  which  he  followed  industri- 
ously for  twelve  years.  The  farm  upon  which 
he  now  lives  was  jnu-chased  forty-five  years 
ago,  and  has  become  endeared  by  all  the  ties 
of  early  association  and  long  residence. 
Here  the  first  years  of  married  happiness  were 
passed.  Here  his  children  were  born,  and  his 
wife  died,  March  31,  1882;  and  here  the 
eventide  of  a  placid  life  has  come  upon  him. 
The  family  name  of  his  wife,  Margaret,  was 
the  same  as  his  own;  and,  singularly  enough, 
the  names  of  the  two  fathers  were  identical. 
Mrs.  Charles  A.  Stewart  was  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  Alexander  Stewart,  of  "\'ork.  Their  four 
children  were:  Isabella,  Margaret,  lilizabeth, 
and  Neil.  Margaret  married  Mr.  Chester  Root, 
of  Rochester,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children  ; 
I^lizabeth  is  the  wife  of  C.  H.  McPerson ; 
Neil  married  Catherine  Milroy,  and  their  one 
son  bears  the  name  of  Milroy  N.  Stewart. 

Charles  A.  Stewart  has  held  the  office  of 
Assessor  for  two  terms.  He  has  been  a  Re- 
publican since  the  formation  of  that  party, 
casting  his  first  vote  in  1836. 


KIX    1)A\TS,   M.l).,  proprietor  of  the 
Hc.illh  Institute  at  Attica,  N.\'.,  and 
f()i-  mine  than  forty  years  a  resident 
phvsician  of  this  \illage,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  York,   Li\ingston  County,  NA'., 


June  2C),  1823,  being  a  son  of  Asa  and  .Sally 
(Clark)  l)a\  is,  of  Connecticut,  who  in  the  year 
l8oo  mo\ed  to  Jefferson  County,  New  \'ork. 

Asa  Davis,  fathei"  ol  Hi'.  Ha\is,  was  b(jrn 
about  the  )ear  1773,  antl  married  in  1799. 
After  his  arri\al  in  this  .State  he  engaged  in 
farming,  milling,  anil  distilling.  Through  his 
willingneNS  to  sci"\e  hiends  he  became  finan- 
ciall)'  in\()l\eil,  ami  in  1816  icmo\'ed  to  l.i\'- 
ingston  Count}',  which  was  at  that  time  being 
reclaimed  lroni  the  wilderness.  Here  he 
started  anew,  lollowing  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  was  an  honest  and  coiisc  ientious  niaii, 
ail  Flder  in  tlie  I'le^lnterian  church  at  York, 
Livingston  Count)',  standing  high  in  the 
estimation  of  his  neighbors,  who  knew  his 
worth  and  respected  him.  He  and  his  wife 
raiseel  a  tamil)'  of  six  chikheii,  two  sons  and 
four  daughters,  the  Hoctor  being  the  )'oung'est 
of  the  family,  by  twehe  3'ears.  1  le  was  reared  in 
the  exangelical  faith,  and  early  united  with  the 
Pi'esl)\  tei  ian  church.  (  )ne  daughter,  Clarissa, 
married  .Samuel  Dorris,  a  leading  Methodist. 

Orin  l)a\is,  who  is  now  sole  survivor  of  the 
faniilv,  assistetl  liis  father  in  his  early  years  in 
farm  work,  when  not  emplo\"ed  in  a  nursery. 
Farming,  liowe\er,  was  not  young  Da\'is's  aim 
in  life.  His  natural  inclination  i)ointed  to 
professional  exertion  for  a  li\elihood,  and  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  he  commenced  reading 
medicine  with  Dr.  Durrell,  of  York.  After 
continuing  preliminary  stud)'  for  three  years, 
he  entered  the  hlclectic  Medical  Institute  at 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  I'emainetl  through 
two  full  courses,  and  recei\eil  the  degree  of 
M.D.  Later  he  returned  to  the  niedical  col- 
lege, and  attended  two  cnurses  more  of  medical 
lectures,  aflerward  taught  medicine  in  a  medi- 
cal college  in  Rochester,  and  also  in  New  \'ork 
City.  In  1846  and  1847  he  began  the  i^ractice 
of  his  ])i'ofessioii. 

l'"or  more  than  foil)'  years  Dr.  Davis  has 
been  constanll)'  occui)ied  in  alleiuling  to  the 
requirements  of  his  Health  Institute  at  Attica, 
N.\'.,  and  in  pi'escribing  and  sending  out  his 
special  remeilit's,  known  and  \alued  in  all 
jiarts  of  the  I'nited  Stales.  I'lie  Health  Insti- 
tute was  originally  started  in  a  well-built 
brick  house,  which  the  Doctor  purchased  tor 
this  purpose.      This  has  been  enlarged  and  re- 
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ccjnstructcd,  so  that  at  tlic  present  time  he  has  an 
extensive  and  commodious  estal:)!  ishment,  wide- 
ly and  favorably  known  throuj^iiout  the  country. 

Dr.  l)a\is  in  l<S74  delivered  a  course  of 
medical  lectures  in  I'.clectic  Medical  College, 
New  York  City,  and  was  appointed  to  a  i)rofes- 
sorshi])  of  Materia  Medica  antl  TheiM | leut ics, 
and  has  a  second  time  heen  calKnl  to  a  simi- 
lar position,  but  tiecliiietl  to  accept. 

On  August  16,  1.S43,  he  married  Miss  Ruth 
Edson  Gotklanl,  daughter  of  Levi  Goddard,  of 
Mount  Morris,  X.  ;  and  they  have  had  four 
children.  One  son  died  at  the  ti'^c  of  eighteen 
months.  Sarah  Clark  Davis  is  at  the  present 
time  in  the  I'ension  1-iureau  at  Washington. 
She  was  formerl)'  a  music  teacher  at  the  na- 
tional capital,  anil  is  a  talented  woman.  yXsa, 
the  eldest  son,  is  a  mechanical  e.\|)ert  and  sten- 
ographic reporter  at  I^altimore,  Md.,  is  married, 
ami  has  two  children  —  Orina  and  l-llnier  C. 
Another  son,  Orin  Da\'is,  Jr.,  M.D.,  is  a  te- 
legrapher, resides  in  .St.  D(juis,  Mo.,  and  has 
three  children  —  Jk-rt  C,  Edith  G.,  and  John 
Orin.  The  Doctor's  grandson,  Elmer  C. 
Davis,  a  young  man  of  twent)'-two  years,  ex- 
cels in  outdoor  sports,  being  a  proficient 
bicyclist,  and  has  made  one  of  the  best  twenty- 
four-hour  records. 

Dr.  Davis  has  been  a  Master  Mason  iuv  more 
than  t\venty-fi\e  years.  He  has  always  taken 
a  deep  interest  in  church  music,  and  for  a 
period  of  more  than  fifty  years  led  choirs  in 
different  churches. 

The  Doctor  is  a  genial  and  kind-hearted 
gentleman,  and  by  his  attendance  upon  jiatients 
at  his  Health  Institute,  as  well  as  through  his 
extensive  mctlical  corresjiondence,  has  been 
able  to  adx'ise,  prescribe,  and  relie\'e  thousands 
of  invalid  suffciers  living  in  different  States 
and  Territories  of  the  Union.  He  has  em- 
ployed able  assistants  in  the  Scientific  Bureau 
of  Health  in  cairying  out  this  important  work, 
while  he  still  remains  at  its  head  as  Physi- 
cian-in-Chief. 


/  STpx^jROlC    MATTESON,    well  known 
\  ^  I      throughout   Wyoming   Count)'   as  a 
capable  and  practical  man  of  busi- 
ness, is  a  native  of  the  Prairie  State,  having 


been  born  in  the  town  of  Guilford,  Winne- 
bago County,  111.,  November  9,  1844,  son  of 
Noel  and  Elsie  ( .Spink  )  IMatteson.  'Phe  first 
of  the  family  of  \vhoni  there  is  any  recortl  in 
this  country  was  Ca|)tain  Peleg  Matteson  (or 
Mattison,  the  spelling  of  the  name  being 
varii'd  at  pleasure),  ulio  is  said  to  luu'e  been 
of  Welsh  tiescent,  and  who  mo\ecl  from  Rhode 
Island  to  X'ermont,  where  he  settled  with 
three  of  his  brothers  —  George,  Jeremiah,  and 
'Phomas.  They  were  of  a  hardy,  vigorous, 
ami  long-lived  race.  It  is  said  ot  George, 
who  was  a  small  man  tjf  one  hundred  and  forty 
to  one  hundred  and  i(jrty-five  pounds  in 
weight,  that  he  once  laid  a  larger  stone  in  a 
stone  wall  than  any  other  man  could  be  found 
to  lift,  though  many  visited  the  place  on  pur- 
pose to  test  their  strength.  He  lived  to  be  a 
very  old  man;  and  on  one  of  his  latest  birth- 
days he  milked  a  fractious  c(nv,  remarking 
that  she  would  have  to  stand  where  she  be- 
longetl  if  he  were  a  hundred  years  old  that 
da)-. 

Isaac  Matteson,  son  of  Captain  Peleg,  was 
born  in  Vermont,  and  niarried  a  Miss  Phtcbe 
Olin,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Olln,  whose  father 
was  John  Olin.  She  died  while  yet  a  resi- 
dent of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  leaving 
two  sons,  Noel  and  P'rank,  and  five  daughters 
—  Lurana,  Almira,  Susan,  Genet,  and  Lucy, 
all  of  wdiom,  except  the  eldest  daughter,  went 
as  far  west  as  Illinois,  one  son,  Erank,  even 
extending  his  wamlerings  to  California, 
where  all  trace  of  him  was  lost.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife  Isaac  Matteson  married 
again,  and  mo\-ed  to  Illinois,  going  first  to 
Nauvoo,  and  later  lni)  ing  a  farm  on  the  Du 
Page  River,  near  Joliel,  where  he  settled  and 
remained  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  d)  ing  at  an 
advanced  age.  His  daughter  Lurana  married 
Martin  S.  Lane,  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Shaftsbury,  \'t.  Almira  became  thi.'  wife  of  a 
Mr.  Spencer,  of  V'ermont,  who  remo\'ed  to 
Will  County,  Illinois,  where  he  became 
wealthy  by  hoUling  property  bought  in  Chi- 
cago at  an  early  day,  when  land  was  cheap  in 
that  vicinity.  Their  only  son,  Parker  Spen- 
cer, was  graduated  from  Oberlin  College, 
C)hio,  enlisted  as  a  soldier  soon  after  the  com- 
mencenient  of  the  Ci\  il  War,  [)art icipated  in 
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man)'  of  the  hanl-fought  battles  in  the  West, 
and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 
Seijtember  19,  Mrs.  Siieiicer  had  be- 

come a  willow  prexioiis  to  the  war;  and  she 
married  for  the  second  lime  Myron  Spencer,  a 
brother  of  her  first  husband.  Susan  Matteson 
married  a  Mr.  Wagoner,  by  whom  she  hatl  one 
son,  Frank.  She  was  als(j  leit  a  widow,  and 
removed  from  Ohio  to  Illinois.  Genet  mar- 
ried William  l^lair,  and  removed  to  Will 
County,  Illinois.  Lucy  becauie  the  wife  of  a 
Mr.  Henry,  a  railroad  man,  was  early  left  a 
widow  with  several  children,  and  made  Mor- 
ris, 111.,  her  home. 

Noel  Matteson,  son  of  Isaac,  inherited  the 
ph)sical  vigor  of  his  ancestors.  It  is  said  of 
him  that  when  a  young  man  he  could  stand 
on  the  ground,  and  spring  into  the  saddle 
squarely  at  one  bound,  and  when  mounted 
could  jnck  up  his  whii")  from  the  giound  with 
all  the  agility  of  the  modern  cowboy.  It  is 
also  said  that  he  could  jump  fourteen  feet  at 
one  jump  or  thirty-six  feet  in  three  jumps, 
and  when  a  string  was  held  as  high  as  his 
head  (about  six  feet)  would  step  back  a  few 
paces,  and  lea;)  o\er  it  with(Hit  touching. 
His  son  James  could  run  and  jump  twenty- 
two  feet  on  the  level.  The  union  of  Noel 
Matteson  with  I^lsie  Spink,  of  Vermont,  was 
solemnized  in  Orangeville,  Wyoming  County, 
N.V.;  and  the  young  couple  soon  afterward 
removed  to  (3hio,  where  they  resided  six 
years,  and  where  the  birth  of  their  first  child, 
Henry,  occurred,  July  5,  1S43.  They  then 
went  to  Winnebago  Coimt}-,  Illinois,  where 
Mr.  Matteson  engaged  in  general  farming  for 
fifteen  years.  In  i<S57  he  leturned  to  Wyo- 
ming County,  New  ^^Jrk,  and  resumed  his 
agricultural  jnu'suits  in  the  town  of  Attica, 
where  he  became  the  possessor  of  a  valuable 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  acres, 
which  he  subsequently  sold  to  his  sons,  Henry 
and  John,  for  ten  thousand  dollars.  He  spent 
his  last  years  in  Varysburgh,  and  died  there 
in  July,  1892,  his  wife  having  died  previ- 
ously on  their  faiin  in  Attica. 

Of  the  eight  children  born  to  them  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  brief  record:  Henry,  a  resident  of 
Syracuse  and  a  clerk  in  the  Railway  Postal 
Service,  served  three  years  in  the  late  Civil 


War,  belonging  to  Company  C,  First  New 
York  Dragoons,  in  which  he  was  a  buglci'  and 
afterward  Orderly  .Srrgiant.  He  was  capt- 
ured near  I5ea\er  Ham  .Station,  a  base  of  sup- 
plies for  Fee's  ai'ni)',  (hnang  the  Wilderness 
campaign.  May  11,  1864,  while  acting  as 
Ortlerly  lor  Adjutant-general  I'lmmnnds,  who 
was  sent  to  call  in  a  foice  whiLli  was  operat- 
ing against  Stuart's  ca\-alr)-.  Mr.  Matteson 
was  cut  off  and  made  prisoner  by  the  rebel 
cavalry,  but  before  being  disuKninted  ax'ailed 
himself  of  an  o[)portunil)'  to  ese'ape,  and  al- 
though taking  big  chances  succeedetl,  thanks 
to  a  good  horse.  The  I'^irst  New  York  Dra- 
goons took  part  in  the  lol h )wi ng  engagements, 
in  nearly  all  of  which  Henry  Matteson  par- 
ticipatetl:  Deserted  House,  .Siege  of  Suffolk, 
South  (_}uay,  iM-anklin,  Haiti  more  Cross- 
roads, Manassas  I'lains,  Culpeiier,  Todd's 
Tavern,  "Wdbjw  Ta\-ern,  Meadow  I5ridge, 
MechanicsN'ille,  Ilawes  Sho|),  ()ld  Church, 
Cold  Harbor,  Cokl  Harbor  second,  Tre\'ilian 
Station,  Deep  iJottom,  White  I\)st,  New- 
town, Kearneysvi  1  le,  Shepherd^town,  Smith- 
field,  Opequan  (Winchester),  I^slier's  Hill, 
Mount  Jackson,  New  Market,  I'urt  Republic, 
Tom's  ]5rook.  New  ]\Iarket  Races,  Strasburg, 
Liberty  Mills,  Cordon^^ville,  Dinwiildie  Court- 
house, I-'ive  I'"(irks,  .Sutherland  Station, 
Amelia  Court-house,  .Sailor's  Creek,  Appo- 
mattox. During  the  last  five  battles  Henry 
Matteson  was  awa)-  on  a  tri[j  to  City  Point,  in 
charge  of  fifteen  men,  to  bring  u|)  one  thou- 
sand head  of  cattle  for  the  ( Juartermaster's 
department.  He  has  now  been  cniploved  in 
the  Railway  Postal  Ser\  ice  eighteen  \-eai-s,  and 
since  the  fast  mail  service  began  has  been  on 
one  of  the  New  ^'ork  Central  flyers  from  .Syr- 
acuse to  New  '\%>rk.  I'he  next  cliiUl  of  Noel 
Matteson  was  (leoi-ge,  the  sjtecial  subject  of 
this  article.  James  is  a  resident  of  \''ar)-s- 
burg.  John  is  a  farmer  in  Attica.  Noel, 
another  l^rolhei',  is  engaged  in  taiining  near 
\^ar)'sburg.  Daniel  died  at  the  age  of  ele\en 
years.  Miriam  is  the  wife  of  [oh  T.  Peck,  a 
miller  and  fai  nu  r  at  ti.ii nesvi  1  le.  And  Arthur 
is  a  faiiner  in  .Sluldon.  George  Matteson 
had  just  entered  his  teens  when  his  parents 
settled  in  Allica;  and  his  eihicalinn,  be-iin  in 
his  Westell!  home,   was  completed  in 
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niing  County,  Gcncscc  and  Wyoming  Semi- 
naries, iMcxander,  N.Y.  lie  assisted  on 
the  tarm  until  after  attaining  his  majority, 
when  lie  started  in  business  for  himself,  en- 
j/auinir  at  first  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese, 
which  he  afterward  carried  on  for  awhile  in 
X'erniont.  Mr.  Matteson  has  built  several 
cheese  factories,  one  having  been  located  in 
Attica,  two  in  Darien,  Genesee  County,  and 
one  in  Heiinington.  lie  lived  three  years  in 
tlie  town  of  I'erry,  where  he  did  an  extensive 
business  e\aporaling  apples,  employing  dur- 
ing the  last  season  sixteen  hands,  and  working 
up  six  thousand  bushels  of  ai)ples.  He  also 
owned  a  st(jre,  which,  after  conducting  it  for 
one  year,  he  exchanged  for  the  mill  property 
and  Htt)-  acres  of  timber  land  in  Orangeville, 
fifty-eight  ami  one-half  acres  in  all. 

He  came  to  this  place  in  June,  18S5.  He 
has  a  large  steam  saw-mill,  and  is  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  lumber,  barrel  heading, 
etc. 

On  July  21,  1875,  Mr.  Matteson  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Melissa  Wilcox  Prentice, 
a  daughter  of  Cai^tain  A.  S.  Wilcox;  and  by 
this  marriage  five  children  were  born;  but  the 
Angel  of  Death  has  crossed  their  threshold, 
bearing  to  heaven  four  of  their  little  ones; 
namely,  an  infant  daughter,  Nellie,  Cora, 
ami  Carl  A.  They  have  one  son  living,  Ray 
E.,  a  bright  lad  of  twelve  years,  whose  birth 
occurred  November  3,  1882.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mattes(jn  are  valued  members  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Orangeville  and  active 
members  of  the  Si.inday-school,  of  which  Mr. 
Matteson  has  been  superintendent.  Socially, 
Mr.  Matteson  is  prominent  in  the  Indepen- 
ilent  Ordei-  of  Odd  I-'ellows,  ami  politically  is 
an  ardent  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Prohibi- 
tion i)arty,  having  left  the  Republican  ranks 
in  1884,  that  he  might  better  advance  the 
cause  of  temperance. 


hf  RANK  SHERMAN  PEER,  a  practical 
1^      farmer  and  fruit  grower  of  Leicester, 
Livingston  County,   N.Y.,    is  widely 
known  as  a  speaker  at  agricultural  institutes 
and  as  an  author  and  inventor.     He  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Rochester,  N.Y.,  in  185 J.  His 


great-great-grandfather,  Thomas  Peer,  came 
to  this  country  in  Ccdonial  times  with  two 
l)rothers.  'i'homas  settled  in  New  Jerse}', 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  liis  life, 
and  married  lileanor  Heller,  of  New  Jersey. 
John  Peer,  son  of  Thomas,  made  his  first 
appearance  in  this  sublunary  sphere  in  1764, 
at  Pecpianac,  N.J.  John's  son,  Abraiii  Peer, 
was  born  in  Morristown,  N.J.,  in  1797.  In 
the  course  of  time  Al)ram  came  to  New 
\'ork  State,  and  was  a  [lioneer  in  W'illiam- 
son,  Wayne  County,  where  his  siui,  iJr. 
George  W.  Peer,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1820,  the  year  when  Monroe  was 
re-elected  President,  receixing  every  vote 
except  one  in  the  electoral  college. 

George  W.  Peer  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  district  school,  but  was  graduated 
from  Marion  Seminary.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-five  he  turned  his  attention  to  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  was  in  due  time  grad- 
uated from  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  of  New  York  City.  Later  he 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Moore,  of 
P'ast  Palm)ra,  a  honujeopathist.  Deciding 
to  adopt  this  school  of  practice,  he  was  sub- 
sequently graduated  from  a  homoeopathic  c<j1- 
lege  in  Philadelphia.  Dr.  Peer  was  a  sur- 
geon during  the  war,  and  attached  to  the 
Ninth  New  York  Regiment,  heavy  artillery. 
It  was  at  his  suggestion  that  the  Episcopal 
church  in  Washington,  D.C.,  was  converted 
into  a  hospital,  wherein  he  served  a  while; 
and  he  also  had  charge  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  on  the  steamer  "John  Brooke," 
which  lulled  between  Philadelphia  and  dif- 
ferent points  on  the  Potomac  River.  He 
was  on  duty  at  the  battles  of  Antietani, 
second  Bull  Run,  Malvern  Hill,  and  Gettys- 
burg. He  was  with  (General  Hooker  at  the 
battle  of  Lookout  Mountain,  known  to  history 
as  the  battle  which  was  fought  abo\'e  the 
clouds.  For  a  year  before  the  close  of  the 
war  he  was  in  charge  of  Fairfax  Seminary 
Hospital  at  P'airfax  Court  House,  near  Wash- 
ington. After  the  war  he  returned  to  Roches- 
ter, and  engaged  in  medical  practice  until 
his  death,  which  took  place  in  1883. 

The  Doctor's  wife  was  Emily  Sherman,  a 
native  of  liast  Palmyra,  N.Y.,  where  she  was 
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born  AuL,aist  17,  1826.  She  was  a  ^^raduate 
of  Lima  Seminary  and  a  very  accomplished 
lady.  She  was  a  descendant  of  Philip 
Sherman,  who  was  born  in  Dedham,  ICng- 
land,  in  1610,  (hiring  the  reign  of  James 
I.,  came  to  America  in  1633,  and  settled  at 
Roxbury,  Mass.  Dnring  the  Puritan  persecu- 
tion of  the  Baptists  ami  ( Juakers,  Philip  Sher- 
man with  others  went  to  Rhode  Island,  and 
founded  tlie  town  of  Portsmouth.  He  was 
prominent  in  public  affairs,  serving  as  Secre- 
tary of  .State  under  Governor  Coddington. 
Me  married  Sarah  (')dding,  and  died  in  1687. 
Their  son  Samuel  was  born  in  Rhode  Island 
in  1648.  His  wife  was  IMartha  Tripp,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Mary 'I'ripp.  .Samuel  Sherman 
dietl  in  1717.  His  son,  ICbenezer  Sherman, 
was  born  in  Tiverton,  R.I.,  in  1701.  He  was 
a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  was  noted  for  great 
physical  strength  and  endui'ance.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  .Societ)-  of  I'riends,  anti  reared 
his  children  in  th.U  faith.  All  his  life  Tiver- 
ton was  his  home.  David  Sherman,  P^bene- 
zer's  son,  born  in  the  same  town,  December  30, 
'  733'  ''^'^is  'I  government  contractor  during  the 
Revolution.  He  received  his  pay  in  conti- 
nental scrip,  wliich  became  wiu'thless,  so  that 
his  expected  fortune  was  not  forthcoming.  At 
the  close  of  the  war,  in  1783,  David  Slierman 
emigrated  to  Washingtun  County,  New  York, 
and  was  a  pioneer  in  the  town  of  Cambridge, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

Humphre\'  .Sherman,  son  of  David,  was 
born  in  'Piverlon  in  1758,  during  the  old 
French  War.  He  was  a  sailor,  and  became 
captain  of  a  West  Indies  trading-vessel. 
Later  during  the  Revolution  he  commanded 
a  privateer,  and  with  his  crew,  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  l^ritish,  was  confined  on  the 
prison  ship  "Jersey"  in  New  York  Harbor. 
Small-pox  broke  out,  and  many  of  the  pris- 
oners ilieil.  Captain  Sherman,  with  a  com- 
panion named  Terry,  escaped  by  dropping 
through  a  porthole  into  the  water  and  swim- 
ming ashore.  The)'  concealeil  themselves  all 
day  in  the  marsh,  their  heads  only  being  out 
of  the  water;  but  at  night  they  found  better 
quarters,  and  crawled  into  a  warm  oven  to  dry 
their  clothes.  At  last  they  made  their  way 
back  to  Tiverton.     Captain  .Sherman  was  with 


Sullivan  in  his  expedition  t(j  the  (ienesee 
valle)',  and  was  much  impressetl  with  the 
beaut)'  and  fertility  of  that  region.  He 
movetl  first  iium  Tixerton  to  C.imhridge, 
In  1879,  in  company  with  John  Swift  and 
John  Jenkins,  lie  starteil  for  Western  Xew 
York  with  a  big  sled,  four  oxen,  twelve  hogs, 
and  a  lai'ge  number  of  farming  utensils. 
The)'  purchased  a  thousand  acres  of  land  at 
Mud  Crix-k,  now  known  as  l^ast  Palm)'ra. 
Having  no  fodder,  the)'  chop[)ed  down  maple 
trees,  and  fed  their  cattle  with  the  leaf)' 
tops,  while  the  hogs  ted  on  acorns  and 
nuts.  'Pile  pioneers  ei'ected  a  log  cabin, 
and  commenced  clearing  the  land.  In  the 
summer  the)'  went  to  the  marsh,  where  tliey 
cut  antl  stacked  some  hay,  afterwartl  building 
a  high  fence  around  it.  'Piiey  turned  the 
oxen  into  this  enclosure  for  the  winter ;  anil, 
after  making  arrangements  with  a  neighbor  to 
occasionally  \'isit  their  stock,  tlie)'  started  on 
foot  tor  home.  'Phe  next  P'ebruai'y  Cajitain 
Sherman  mo\ed  with  his  famil)-,  his  brother 
Samuel,  and  his  brother-in-law  Durfee,  to  his 
new  home,  where,  ha\  ing  cleared  a  large  farm 
and  erected  buildings,  he  continued  living 
until  his  death. 

By  his  second  wife,  Mary  Howell,  Captain 
Sherman  had  a  son,  .Samuel  Sherman,  who  was 
born  in  Ivast  Palmyra,  N.Y.,  in  P'eljruar)', 
179S.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  always 
followed  agricultural  pursuits,  being  a  life- 
long I'esident  of  his  native  town.  He  married 
Hannah  'Pinan  ;  and  they  were  the  p.irents  of 
Eniil)',  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  George 
W.  Peer  and  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Grandfather  Sherman  was  formerl\- 
a  Whig,  biit  later  beCLune  a  Re]Mil)l ican, 
and,  like  some  ot  his  ancestors,  was  promi- 
nent in  public  affaiis.  His  wife,  Hannah, 
was  a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  iVbigail 
Moody  Tinnan;  ami  her  birthplace  was  .Shap- 
leigh,  Me.  She  w.is  a  descendant  of  the 
celebrated  Handkerchief  Mood\-. 

Frank  .Sherman  Peer  in  his  boylujod  went 
first  to  the  public  schools  in  P'asl  Palmyr.i 
and  Rochester,  and  afterward  attendeil  De 
Graffs  Military  Institute,  where  he  was  P'iist 
Lieutenant  of  Company  A,  and  served  as  mili- 
tary   instructor    in    the    primar\'  de[)artmenl. 
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His  tuthcr  owned  large  tracts  of  timber  land  in 
Clinton  County,  Michigan;  and  in  i  .S69,  at 
the  earl)'  age  ol  se\enteen,  I'^rank  went  there 
to  superintend  the  euUing  of  this  tind^er,  his 
home  being  a  log-cabin  in  the  wilderness, 
lie  became  fond  of  frontier  life;  and  besides 
superintending  the  cutting  of  the  timber,  he 
cleared  sixty  acies  of  land.  He  remained 
there  three  yeais,  when  he  retiu'ued  to  New 
York  to  take  charge  of  his  grandfather  Sher- 
man's farm  at  ICast  Palmyra.  That  he  was 
a  ))rogressive  man  is  proved  by  his  interest  as 
breeder  and  importer  of  live  stock.  He  paid 
considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  Jersey 
cattle  and  Cotswold  sheep.  The  number  of 
|)ri/es  he  received  at  the  principal  agricultural 
fairs,  where  his  stock  was  exhibited,  indicates 
his  great  success  in  stock-raising.  While  re- 
siding on  this  farm,  he  turned  his  attention  to 
the  strict  soiling  system  for  cattle,  and 
erected  the  first  silo  in  the  State,  when  there 
were  only  two  or  three  in  the  United  States. 
By  adoj-iting  this  s)stem  he  was  enabled  to 
keep  thirty-hve  head  of  full-grown  cattle  with 
the  produce  of  thirty  acres  of  land.  Mr.  Peer 
was  the  hrst  farmer  in  Wayne  County  to  start 
a  creamery  and  the  manufacture  of  creamery 
butter  from  his  own  herd  of  Jerseys  and  for 
which  he  received  fifty  cents  per  pound.  On 
this  farm  he  remained  until  1878,  when  he 
entered  into  a  iiartnership  with  Colonel  Shej)- 
ard  of  Mount  Morris,  N.Y.,  for  the  breeding 
of  coach  and  satldle  horses,  Jersey  cattle,  and 
sheep  on  the  Murray  Hill  farm. 

In  1882  Mr.  Frank  S.  Peer  published  a 
work  on  Soiling  aiul  Ensilage,  and  was  a 
pioneer  advocate  of  all  that  pertained  to  im- 
proved agriculture.  He  is  well  known 
throughout  the  country  from  his  articles  on 
agriculture  and  farm-stock  breeding  through 
the  Count)-}'  (leittloiiaii^  Rider  and  Driver,  and 
other  agricultural  papers.  Oitting  has  several 
illustrated  articles  from  his  pen  on  travels 
and  cross-country  riding  and  yachting.  He 
was  associated  with  Colonel  Shepard  until 
1886,  when  he  jturchased  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  on  Scjuawkie  Hill, 
erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings,  and  has 
since  continued  to  raise  fine  horses,  l^nglish 
hackney    anil    thorough-breds.      The  greater 


portion  of  his  lantl,  however,  is  devoted  to 
fruit  culture.  He  first  introduced  into  this 
section  of  country  llu:  custom  of  raising 
cucumi)ers  Luuler  glass,  and  does  this  on  a 
large  scale.  He  invented  a  hot-water  heater 
for  hot-houses  wdiich  has  been  generally 
adopted  in  this  section.  In  1876  Mr.  Peer 
married  Harriet  A.  Reeves,  daughter  of  Nel- 
son and  Mmeline  (Foster)  Reeves.  Her 
birthidace  was  Palmyra.  She  was  a  grand- 
daughter (jf  General  Reeves  and  a  descendant 
of  Benjamin  Franklin  on  her  mother's  siiie. 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Peer  have  two  chiUlren  —  Fmily 
Maud  and  Samuel  Sherman  Peer. 

Mr.  Peer  has  been  employed  by  the  State  to 
visit  \arious  institutes  and  speak  on  agri- 
cultural topics.  He  has  also  been  sexeral 
times  commissioned  to  visit  England  and 
the  Isles  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey  for  the 
[jurchase  of  horses  and  cattle.  He  is  a 
member  of  both  the  Eivingston  County  and 
New  York  State  Agricultural  societies,  and 
President  of  the  Western  New  York  Breeders' 
Association  (  I  892,  1893),  life  member  of  the 
New  York  State  Dairymen's  Association  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  vice-presidents  in 
1886;  also  member  of  the  Western  New  York 
Horticultural  Society  and  the  Western  New 
\'ork  Jer.-^ey  Cattle  lireeder's  Association, 
h'or  some  years  he  was  a  member  of  Newark 
iMasonic  Eodge,  No.  83,  and  served  two  terms 
as  Master.  He  is  at  the  present  time  a  mem- 
ber of  Mount  Morris  Lodge,  No.  122,  where 
he  has  been  one  term  Master.  He  is  also 
a  Royal  Arch  Mason  of  Mount  Morris  Chap- 
ter. He  is  also  a  mend)er  of  tlie  Genesee 
\'alley  Hunt  Club,  and  is  a  genuine  sports- 
man. He  is  moreover  an  enthusiastic  )achts- 
man,  being  a  member  of  the  Rochester  Yacht 
Club.  The  versatility  of  Mr.  Peer's  genius 
is  a  result  of  the  push  and  enterprise  of 
several  uenerations.     "Blood  will  tell.'' 


.ill  MILLER,  a  prosperous  dr)- 
;iiotls  merchant  of  .Attica,  was  born 
at  West  liethany,  Genesee  County, 
N.Y.,  in  1867,  and  is  a  son  of 
A.  R.  Miller,  a  resident  of  Attica,  now  living 
in  retirement,  who  was  born  at  Wales,  luie 
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County,  in  1820.  Two  generations  fartlier 
back  was  John  Miller,  a  farmer  of  Onondaga 
County,  wlio  died  an  octogenarian,  as  did  also 
his  wife. 

Oliver  Miller,  of  Onondaga  County,  son  of 
John  and  grandfather  of  Hugh,  settled  at 
Wales,  lu-ie  County,  aljout  the  year  181 8; 
and  there  he  cleared  aiul  improved  a  farm, 
upon  which  his  family  of  seven  children  were 
born.  He  and  his  brothers,  Waterbury  and 
John,  Jr.,  settled  upon  the  Holland  Purchase, 
which  was  then  a  wilderness,  where  they  first 
dwelt  in  log  houses,  and  eventually  became 
possessors  of  fine  farms.  Oliver  married  Eu- 
nice Holmes,  of  Saratoga  County,  daughter  of 
one  Trenchartl,  an  Englishman;  and  their 
three  sons  and  four  daughters  became  heads  of 
families.  Only  one  son  is  now  living,  A.  R. 
Miller,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  grandfather  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six,  and  the  grandmother  at  seventy-one. 

In  1841  A.  R.  Miller  married  at  Alex- 
ander, Genesee  County,  Martha  Tracy,  daugh- 
ter of  Alanson  Tracy,  who  was  born  at  Pitts- 
field,  Mass.,  in  1771.  He  moved  in  1791  to 
Scipio,  Cayuga  County,  where  she  was  born 
in  1823.  They  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living.  Alan- 
son  Tracy  was  a  man  of  sterling  character  and 
radically  upright  in  his  business  affairs.  He 
became  very  prospert)Us,  acquiring  a  hand- 
some fortune  by  his  thrift  and  industry  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  dying  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  in  Scipio,  he  and  his  wife  having 
reared  a  family  of  eleven  children,  of  whom 
Martha,  Mrs.  Miller,  and  her  sister  Lenora, 
wife  of  Ivobert  Masten,  now  residing  in 
Wellsburg,   la.,  are  the  survi\ors. 

Mr.  A.  R.  Miller  was  well  educated,  and 
taught  scho(d  before  his  marriage  and  the 
winter  following  in  i\le\ander  Seminary. 
His  parents  were  [jrospcrous;  and,  his  wife 
having  inherited  a  considerable  sum  from  her 
fathei,  they  were  jdaced  in  easy  circum- 
stances. 'I'hey  reared  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
(h-eii,  five  daughters  and  three  sons,  as  fol- 
lows: Amelia,  wife  of  J.  O.  Nesbitt,  of 
Attica;  Lucelia,  wife  of  Dr.  H.  A.  Bostwick, 
of  Silver  Springs;  R.  T.  Miller,  a  farmer  at 
Alexantler;  Ella,  who  married  K.  E.  Keller, 


of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Vice-President  of  the  West- 
inghouse  Machine  Compan)':  Oliver  A.  Mil- 
ler, an  extensive  and  prosperous  nuniufacturer 
of  shoe  machinery  in  Boston,  his  large  ])lant, 
covering  one  blcjck,  being  located  at  Brockton, 
Mass.  ;  Martha  'P.,  who  has  been  with  Mr. 
Miller  since  the  opening  of  his  business; 
Sara,  wife  of  Bernaril  IHmiod,  of  Danx'ille 
and  Chicago,  111.,  Presitlent  of  the  Pawnee 
Company's  Coal  Mines;  antl  Hugh,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch. 

Young  Miller  attended  the  academy  at  At- 
tica, and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  entereii  the 
employ  of  James  G.  Doty  as  a  clerk.  He 
later  worked  for  P.  V.  Shillinglaw  ami  Alex- 
ander Stewart  until  1S89,  when  he  went  to 
Chicago,  securing  a  jjosition  as  salesman  in 
the  extensive  store  of  Mantlel  l^rothers,  where 
he  remained  six  months.  Pie  then  entered 
the  emjjloy  of  Shepard,  Norwell  &;  Co.,  of 
Boston,  his  special  line  being  untlerwear  and 
hosiery  in  the  wholesale  department;  and 
here  he  procured  the  experience  in  trade 
which  now  serves  hini  so  well  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  present  business,  which  he  openetl 
May  4,  1 891,  with  a  stock  of  four  thousand 
dollars.  'Phe  growth  of  his  business  has  been 
steady  and  rapid.  In  1892  he  grasped  the 
opportunity  of  purchasing  the  old  tlry-goods 
location  of  Leonidus  P)oty,  the  banker,  who 
built  the  stoi-e  in  1848. 

Mr.  Miller  is  now  located  in  the  three-story 
brick  block  which  he  erected  in  1S93  uptjn  the 
above-named  site,  No.  14  Market  .Street, 
where  he  first  serx'ed  as  clerk.  It  is  with 
pleasure  that  we  speak  of  his  store.  P'inished 
in  finely  polished  C[uartered  odk  throughout, 
an  attractive  metal  ceiling,  a  large  skylight 
furnishing  abundance  of  light  ])\-  i\d\,  in  the 
evening  made  brilliant  by  a  great  numl)er  of 
electric  lights,  a  large  basement,  eiiteied  by 
an  iron  staircase,  which  is  used  as  the  carpet 
department,  across  the  rear  of  the  store  plate 
glass  mirrors,  extending  nearly  to  the  ceiling, 
large  plate  glass  show  cases  -  the  general 
arrangement  throughout  deeply  im[)ressed  the 
writer  as  a  most  modern,  well-planned,  and 
handsome  structure.  Mr.  Miller  now  carries 
a  stock  of  about  eighteen  thousand  dollars, 
and  has  stopp.'d  the  main  bod)'  of  the  ebbing 
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tklc  of  shojjpcrs  tlowin^  to  the  city.  He  is 
a  yinin^'  man  of  remarkable  push  and  energy, 
being  what  tlie  Westerners  expressively  term 
a  hustler. 

Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage  Septem- 
ber 20,  1893,  to  Miss  Lillian  Chase,  of  At- 
tica, daughter  of  J.  K.  Chase.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Attica  Academy,  and  pos- 
sesses man)'  accomplishments,  being  a  soloist 
at  the  l'resh)'lerian  church. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a  fine  example  of  a  modern 
business  man,  and  has  every  reason  to  look 
forward  to  a  cuntinuance  and  increase  of 
prosperity. 


-OHN  11.  NhAVMAN,  an  energetic 
farmer  of  Lima,  Livingston  County, 
N.Y.,  was  born  here,  September  11, 
1819,  tlie  )'ear  of  the  birth  of  the  poet 
Lowell.  His  father,  Joel  Newman,  was  a  na- 
tive of  RLiryland,  but  came  to  Lima  in  1808, 
before  the  I'oads  were  made,  and  took  up  a 
hundred  acres  of  wild  land.  He  found  a  log- 
cabin  on  the  premises,  but  soon  built  a  large 
frame  house,  and  was  therefore  reputed  to  be 
a  man  of  means. 

15eing  very  industrious,  he  cleared  most  of 
the  land  before  his  death,  on  May  29,  1849, 
at  the  age  of  se\enty-eight,  he  having  been 
born  on  August  13,  1 77 1.  He  married  for 
his  first  wife  a  Miss  (jreathouse;  and  they 
had  two  sons,  Ii^a  and  Henry  Newman.  His 
secontl  wife  was  Jerusha  Jerome.  She  was 
born  Apidl  22,  1780,  and  became  the  mother 
of  five  cliildren  —  James  S.,  who  died  August 
II,  1S30;  Isaac  R.  ;  Sarah;  John;  and  Ar- 
thur Newman,  who  died  in  infancy.  Isaac  R. 
died  September  29,  1885.  Sarah  married 
Romeo  \V.  Hrown,  and  has  three  children  — 
Jane,  Vesta,  and  Hannah. 

John  H.  Newman,  the  fifth  son  of  Joel 
Newman,  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  has  always  followed  farm- 
ing. His  wife,  whom  lie  married  in  1846,  at 
the  age  of  t wenty-se\'en,  was  Rebecca  J^ecker, 
daughter  of  John  and  Lourana  Becker,  of 
Richmond,  Ontario  Comity.  Mr.  Newman 
wi}rked  on  the  homestead  until  1 850,  but 
bought  another  farm,  which  he  still  occupies. 


in  1854,  and  thereon  erected  new  buihlings. 
His  wife  died  July  20,  1863,  leaving  un  chil- 
dren. Mr.  Newman  has  servetl  one  term  as 
I'^xcise  Commissioner.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Whig  until  the  formation  of  the  Re]niblican 
party,  which  he  at  once  joined;  but  his  first 
vote  was  cast  for  Henry  Clay  in  1844.  Wcdl 
is  it  said  by  Thomas  Carlyle:  "The  latest 
gosjjel  in  the  world  is.  Know  thy  work  and 
do  it."  liither  this  utterance  or  tlie  equall\' 
earnest  wonl  ot  anotlier  indepeiulenl  thinker, 
James  Russell  Lowell,  alluded  to  abo\e,  may 
well  be  used  to  introduce  the  accompanying 
portrait  of  Mr.  Newman,  as  showing  some- 
thing of  what  his  life  has  stood  for:  — 

■•  No  man  i.i  horn  into  tin.'  wurkl  wluise  work 
Is  not  Ijorn  with  him  ;  tlicre  i>  al\s  a\  s  \V(jrk, 
Anil  tools  to  work  withal  for  tho.sc  who  will. 
And  blessed  arc  the  hora\-  hands  ot  toil." 


IDICON  Bh:NTLh:V,  an  active  and  in- 
>)  I  telligeiit  fLirmer,  residing  in  the  \-il- 
lage  of  Arcade,  Wyoming  Comity, 
was  born  at  Sand  Lake,  Albany  County, 
N.Y.,  December  9,  1828.  ILs  father,  Noah 
Bentley,  was  a  son  of  one  of  three  brothers 
who  emigrated  from  Lngland,  and  settled  in 
Vermont.  In  the  course  of  time  Noah  Bent- 
ley  came  to  Onondaga  Count}-,  New  \'ork, 
where  he  resided  on  a  farm  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  preniatuiel)-  as  the  result  of  an 
accident.  lie  left  tour  children,  two  of  wliom 
are  now  living;  namely,  Gideon,  tlie  std:)ject 
of  this  article,  and  L)'dia  A.,  witlow  of  Dr. 
Chase,  residing  in  Steiling,  111.  The  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Tripp,  married 
a  second  time,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter  in  Illinois. 

Gideon  Bentley  hist  his  father  when  but 
four  years  of  age;  and  his  inothei",  ha\-ing  a 
family  of  four  small  children,  intrusted  (iid- 
eon  to  the  care  of  a  Mr.  Orsenus  Hills,  witli 
whom  he  remained  until  liis  marriage.  This 
person,  however,  desiring  to  pmlit  l)y  the 
lad's  cajiabi  1  it  ies,  eng|-ossed  his  time  so  com- 
pletely that  Gideon  fotind  his  opportiniities 
for  securing  even  a  rtidimentary  education  ex- 
tremely limited.  He  therefore  took  a  decided 
stand,  and   t(dd   his   protector  that  he-  must 
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have  a  chance  of  attending  school,  or  he 
would  seek  anotlier  home;  and,  rather  than 
lose  his  services,  Mr.  Hills  reluctantly  con- 
sented. Youn|j;  Bent  ley  made  good  use  of  his 
educational  privileges,  and  fitted  himself  for 
a  teacher.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  taught 
his  first  school  in  the  town  of  Truxton,  Cort- 
land County,  N.Y.  His  next  school  was  in 
Truxton  village ;  and  after  that  he  taught  in 
"Salt  Point,"  now  Syracuse,  and  other  places, 
his  last  school  being  in  Jamesville.  He  then 
married,  and  engaged  in  farming,  finding  em- 
ployment on  Mr.  Hills's  farm,  where  he 
remained  two  years.  About  this  time  rumors 
of  the  gold  discoveries  in  California  reached 
the  locality;  and  Mr.  Bentley,  sharing  the 
general  desire  to  acquire  a  sudden  fortune, 
set  out  for  the  new  El  Dorado,  which  he 
reached  safely,  and  was  engaged  in  mining  in 
California  for  two  years  with  varying  success. 
Fintling  Fortune  a  fickle  goddess,  his  thoughts 
turned  longingly  t(j  the  iujme  in  New  York 
State;  and  he  returned  \ia  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama.  This  was  in  1854.  Finding  his 
wife's  family  getting  ready  to  remove  to  Ar- 
cade, he  accompanied  them  to  the  new  home, 
where  he  has  remained  e\'er  since. 

Mr.  Bentley's  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  April,  1850,  was  by  maiden  nanie 
Emma  H.  McClenthen,  ami  was  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  McClenthen.  She  was  born  in  Man- 
lius,  Onondaga  County,  N.Y.,  and  became 
the  mother  of  four  children,  namely:  Orsa 
H.  Bentley,  ex-State  Senator,  and  now  a 
prominent  lawyer  of  Wichita,  Kan.,  his  wife 
being  formerly  Miss  Flora  Harris;  Morris, 
who  married  Helen  Sherwood,  has  one  son, 
Lynn,  and  resides  at  the  old  homestead,  which 
he  now  owns;  J.  Clifford  Ik'ntley,  who  mar- 
ried Alice  Thomas,  and  is  also  a  lawyer  in 
Wichita,  Kan.,  and  the  father  of  two  sons, 
Ray  ami  Ralph;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  H.  S. 
Jolmson,  a  farmer  of  Sardinia,  Erie  Count)', 
N.Y.,  having  one  daughter,  Nora.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  March  3,  1879,  at  the 
age  of  forty-nine  years.  On  March  3,  1 881, 
Mr.  Bentley  was  united  in  marriage  for  tlie 
second  time  to  Miss  Martha  Sowcrby,  whose 
cheerful  tem[jerament  makes  the  home  still 
bright  in  these  his  later  years,     lly  this  mar- 


riage there  is  one  child,  D.  C.  Bentley,  now 
a  bright  boy  of  twelve  )ears.  Mrs.  Bentley's 
parents  were  Jacob  and  Jane  (lilanchard) 
Sowerby,  the  tonner  (jf  whom  was  a  native  of 
Perry,  N.Y.  I'hey  had  six  children,  four 
girls  and  two  boys. 

Mr.  Bentley  has  filled  various  offices  of 
trust  since  coming  to  Arcade.  His  experi- 
ence as  a  practical  instructcjr  rendered  liim 
peculiarly  well  fitted  for  the  position  of 
Superintendent  of  .Schools,  which  he  fi^rmerl)- 
iield.  He  has  also  been  Highway  Commis- 
sioner and  Inspector  of  I^lections,  and,  though 
not  a  narrow  partisan,  usually  votes  with  the 
Republican  jxirty  un  all  matters  of  vital  con- 
sequence. He  is  also  pruminent  in  various 
social  and  fraternal  societies,  being  a  member 
of  the  Arcade  Lodge  of  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  in 
which  he  was  the  first  person  initiated,  and  in 
which  he  has  during  his  membership  held  all 
the  offices.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Good 
Templars  and  to  the  Sons  of  Temperance, 
which  latter  order  he  joined  May  12,  1857. 
Mr.  Bentley's  career  well  i llu.-,trates  the  fact 
that  will  power  and  perseverance,  coupled 
with  cleanness  of  life  and  honorable  purpose, 
can  raise  a  man  from  small  beginnings  to  a 
place  of  hiuior  in  the  community,  despite 
obstacles.  As  experience  has  often  shown, 
he  that  depends  upon  his  innate  resources  and 
presses  forward  with  stout  heart  and  firm  hand 
is  more  likely  to  achieve  success  than  the 
hosts  of  helpless  Micawbers,  who  are  always 
waiting  for  "something  to  turn  up." 


T31LBERT  ELI  FARMAN.  A  Biograph- 
ica'  Review  of  Wyoming  County,  pur- 
"^^■1  porting  to  be  made  up  <jf  life 
sketclies  of  men  of  local  prominence,  would 
be  incomi^lete  without  a  sketch  of  I'llbeit  Idi 
Farman,  who  has  been  an  active  citi/en  of 
Warsaw  forty  years.  Mr.  I'arnian  was  born 
in  New  Haven,  Oswego  County,  X.Y.,  ApvW 
23,  1 83  I.  His  father,  Zadok  P\arman,  was  a 
descenilant  of  a  family  that  settled  in  Mary- 
land, near  Annapolis,  in  1674.  Martha  Dix, 
his  mother,  was  born  in  Wethersfield,  Conn. 
She  was  a  descendant  of  Leonard  Dix,  wlio 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  town,  in 
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1633.  Mr.  I'aiiiiaii  prepared  for  college  at 
Genesee  W'e.sleyan  Seminary  at  Lima,  N.Y., 
and  entered  (ienesee  College  in  IiS5i,  where 
he  pin'Mued  the  ehissieal  course  until  1853, 
wlien  he  entered  Andierst  College,  where  he 
graduated  with  hoiim-  in  1 855.  His  applica- 
tion and  force  of  character  gave  him  rank  in  a 
class  wliich  has  furnislied  an  unusual  number 
of  men  who  have  become  leaders  in  law, 
medicine,  j)olitics,  and  affairs.  He  received 
the  honors  of  an  "oration"  at  commencement 
and  an  election  to  I'hi  Jk'ta  Kappa.  In  1855 
he  became  a  hiw  student  in  the  office  of 
F.  C.  D.  McKay,  of  Warsaw,  then  District 
Attorney  of  W}()ming  County.  While  a  law 
student  he  attractetl  attention  as  a  speaker  in 
the  I'remont  campaign  of  1856.  He  ad- 
dressed forty  pulitical  meetings  in  Northern 
New  York  in  that  memorable  canvass. 

On  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1858  Mr. 
McKay  offered  him  a  partnership,  and  Mr. 
h'arman  found  himself  at  once  entering  upon 
a  desirable  practice.  His  labors,  howex'cr, 
were  not  confineil  to  the  growing  demands  of 
Ids  profession.  I'rom  1859  to  1861  Mr.  Far- 
man  and  Augustus  Harrington  were  proprie- 
tors of  the  WistLiii  Xl  Il'  Yorker,  a  newspaper 
published  at  Warsaw,  Mr.  Harrington  being 
its  editor.  Mi'.  I'arman  superintended  the 
business  department  (jf  the  paper,  besides  at- 
tending to  his  law  practice.  Under  this  man- 
agement it  (juathu[)led  its  circulati(Mi,  and 
soon  became,  as  it  since  has  been,  the  leading 
Republican  journal  in  its  section  of  the  State. 
Mr.  McKay  removed  to  Iowa  in  i860.  Dur- 
ing the  next  fi\'e  )'ears  Mr.  Farman  devoted 
himself  to  his  jirofession,  and  extended  its  prac- 
tice until  it  became  lucrative  and  successful. 

Not  satisfied,  however,  with  the  narrow 
opportunities  of  a  country  practice,  he  sailed 
for  I"AU-ope  in  1865,  wliere  he  spent  two  years 
in  travel  and  stud)-.  He  attended  the  univer- 
sities of  Heidelberg  ami  Berlin,  and  heard 
lectures  cjn  criminal,  international,  and  the 
civil  law.  He  also  stuilied  I'rench  and  Ger- 
man. He  tra\elled  through  Italy,  Holland, 
and  Swil/.erland,  and  c<intributed  to  the  West- 
on Aiu'  York-Lr  accounts  of  the  lands  and 
peoples  he  visited.  The  New  York  Observer 
and  the  Ulica  Herald  copied  his  letters,  and 


commended  them  as  faitliful  sketches  of  for- 
eign life  and  scenes.  Mr.  h'arman  returned 
from  luirope  in  the  latter  part  of  1867;  and 
C]overn(jr  i*\nton  appidntetl  him  District  At- 
torney of  Wyoming  County,  to  fill  a  vacancy. 
He  held  this  office  during  that  year;  and  in 
1S68  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans 
for  the  same  position,  and  elected.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  term  he  was  re-elected. 
The  fact  that  during  seven  years  of  official 
service  no  indictment  diawn  by  him  was 
quashed  attests  his  piofessional  fiilelity  anil 
careful  learning.  In  March,  1876,  President 
Grant  appidnted  Mr.  P'arman  Agent  and  Con- 
sul-general of  the  United  States  at  Cairo, 
l''g\l)t.  His  aiipointment  was  confirmed  the 
same  day.  PVom  the  time  of  his  arrival  at 
his  post,  in  May  following,  until  July,  1881, 
he  hehl  this  position,  and  attended  faithfully 
to  its  duties  at  Cairo,  finding  opportunity, 
however,  for  trijjs  up  the  Nile,  to  Sinai,  and 
through  Palestine.  His  duties  were  chiefly 
diplomatic,  and  as  a  re[)resentative  of  the 
Uniti'd  States  government  in  I'^gypt  he  was 
successful.  He  receivetl  the  approval  of  the 
government  and  also  of  the  Americans  who 
resitled  in  Cairo,  as  well  as  those  wh(j  \  isited 
that  capital  for  business  or  pleasure.  His 
personal  relations  with  the  Khedive  and  the 
members  of  his  government  were  Irieiidly. 
This  was  appreciated  b)'  the  American  colony 
in  Cairo.  During  his  absence  in  1878  an 
American  who  then  held  a  high  position  in 
Fgypt  wrote  of  him  in  the  following  terms:  — 
"  Fvery  American  here  hopes  Mr.  P\arman 
will  return.  It  would  be  a  great  mistake  in 
the  government  to  send  any  one  else.  He 
understands  this  countr)'  and  its  peojile.  Al- 
ways efficient  in  prcjtecting  every  interest 
confided  to  his  care,  he  has  lately  ilone  great 
service  to  his  countrymen  here,  who  would 
have  been  in  a  pitiable  plight  without  his 
aid." 

The  New  York  Ti>/ies  referred  to  Mr.  ]"~ar- 
man  in  flattering  terms.  Its  correspondent  at 
Cairo  said  :  — 

"Though  discharged  June  13,  only  one  ot 
our  officers  has  receiveil  his  pa)'.  Hut  with 
the  valuable  assistance  of  the  indefatigable 
and  prudent   American   Consul-general,  Mr. 
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Farni;in,  of  New  \'()rk,  these  difficulties  are 
likely  scjon  t(j  be  adjusted.  The  zeal  and  tact 
displayed  by  him  in  clearing  away  misunder- 
standings in  the  settlement  of  officers'  ac- 
counts explain  the  success  lie  has  achievetl. 
In  the  country  wheie  the  will  of  the  sovereign 
is  law,  diplomacy  has  much  to  do  in  all  such 
matters.  It  will  be  gr.itifying  to  all  Ameri- 
cans to  know  that  so  cnmiietent  and  excellent 
an  officer  as  Mr.  h'arman  is  in  the  service  of 
his  country." 

Among  the  negotiations  successfully  con- 
ductetl  by  Mr.  Farman  were  those  for  the  in- 
crease of  the  number  nf  American  judges  in 
the  international  tribunal  of  Egypt.  By  the 
stipulations  the  United  States  were  author- 
ized to  send  a  third  judge.  Mr.  Farman  took 
part  in  the  reception  of  General  Grant  on  his 
visit  to  Cairo.  He  presented  the  General  to 
the  Khedive,  actetl  as  interpreter  at  their 
inter\dew,  and  gave  a  state  dinner  on  that 
occasion.  His  si.ieech  at  the  dinner  was  pub- 
lished in  this  countr)-,  and  his  conduct  of  the 
reception  warmly  conmieii  ;led.  He  accom- 
panietl  the  General  on  his  Nile  voyage.  John 
Russell  Young  wrote  to  the  New  York  Herald 
from  the  I'lgyptian  ca])ital  that  General  Grant 
said,  "America  has  in  I\fr.  I'^arman  a  most  ex- 
cellent representative,  who  e;in  but  do  honor 
to  our  consular  service."  Mr.  I-'arman's  abil- 
ity to  speak  I'rench  adtleil  to  his  usefulness  at 
a  court  where  that  is  the  language  of  official 
intercourse.  He  did  not  confine  his  attention 
to  the  wants  of  Americans  having  claims 
against  the  Egyptian  government,  nor  devote 
himself  exclusively  to  the  service  of  his  coun- 
trymen in  Ivgypt.  While  these  demands  upon 
him  recei\'ed  attention,  his  official  reports, 
published  in  Washington,  show  that  he  also 
took  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
people  of  the  counti}'  to  wliich  he  was  ac- 
credited. Mr.  I'arnian  negotiated  a  treaty 
with  I'^g)'pt  providing  foi"  the  extinction  of  the 
slave  traffic  in  that  country  and  its  provinces. 
Though  completed  ami  assented  to  on  the  part 
of  the  I''g)-i)tian  govei  iiinent,  the  treaty  was 
never  executed  on  acc<iunt  of  the  sudden 
change  of  the  ministiy.  He  took  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  conditions  of  the  slaves  in  that 
country;  and  upim  his  application  at  differ- 


ent limes  td'teen  were  liberateil  by  the  g(n'ern- 
ment  on  the  ground  of  their  ill  treatment  by 
their  owners.  The  first  was  a  negro  boy 
brought  by  a  slave-trader  irtnn  Soudan,  and 
sold  at  Saccara,  a  \illage  near  the  Pyramids. 
The  slave  was  brutally  treated,  and  escaped  to 
Cairo,  whei'e  an  i\merican  lady  brought  him 
to  the  notice  of  the  Consid-general .  He 
interested  himself  in  the  case,  and  in  June, 
1877,  secured  an  order  from  the  Egyptian 
government,  freeing  the  slave.  On  another 
occasion  he  obtained  from  that  gcjvernment 
paj^ers  of  manumission  for  three  slave  girls. 

The  most  meagre  sketch  would  be  incom- 
plete without  mention  of  Mr.  I'^arman's  ser- 
vice in  seem  ing  the  granite  obelisk  known  in 
history  as  Clet^iiatra's  Needle,  which  stood  so 
long  in  fnmt  of  the  Tenijile  of  Caesar  in  Alex- 
andria, and  is  now  the  most  valuable  orna- 
ment of  Central  Park  in  New  York.  This 
great  monolith,  erectetl  in  llelioijolis  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Temple  of  tlie  Sun  'about  six- 
teen centuries  before  Christ,  was  a  familiar 
sight  to  Moses  while  he  was  in  favor  at  the 
court  of  Pharaoh.  It  was  an  ancient  monu- 
ment, its  inscriptions  chiselled  in  a  language 
no  longer  spoken  when  Alexander  the  Great, 
pausing  in  his  military  conquests  after  his 
destruction  of  'l'}re,  between  the  sea  and  Lake 
Mareotis,  near  the  Kanobic  mouth  of  the 
Nile,  founded  the  imperial  city  bearing  his 
name,  which  became  the  literary  and  cmnmer- 
cial  centre,  the  magnificent  metropolis  of  the 
ancient  woild.  ?*Iiu"e  than  three  centuries 
later,  after  the  last  representative  of  the 
Greek  reign  in  I'^ygpt  had  disappeared,  this 
obelisk  was  l)rought  to  Alexandria.  'Phe  pre- 
cise date  of  its  erection  in  tlie  reign  of 
'Pht)thmes  HI.  and  of  its  removal  to  this  city 
by  the  sea,  as  well  as  the  name  of  the  ruler 
who  ino\-e(l  it,  tinallv  laded  out  of  history. 
In  l(S77  Mr.  Dixon  and  Dr.  Nerontsos  Be\', 
while  making  excavations  at  its  liase,  ft>und 
an  inscrii:)tion,  both  in  Latin  and  in  Greek, 
engraved  on  a  claw  ot  one  ol  the  co])per  crabs 
on  which  it  stood,  showing  that  the  monu- 
ment was  erected  at  Alexandria  in  the  eighth 
year  of  the  reign  of  Augustus  Ca-sar,  li.c.  22, 
by  the  prefect  P.  Rubrius  Barbaras.  When 
Commander  Gorringe  uncovered  its  base,  the 
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(liscovcries  of  Mr.  Dixon  and  Neroutsos  Bey 
were  verified.  After  the  lapse  of  nineteen 
centurie.s  this  ol)elisl^  was  lowered  a  second 
time,  and  rennned  more  than  one-fourth  the 
distance  around  the  globe  to  decorate  our  me- 
tropolis, as  I'iome  and  Constantinople  and 
Paris  and  London  were  successively  adorned 
by  obelisks  hewn  in  the  dawn  of  history  from 
the  rose-colored  granite  of  Syene.  To  the 
zeal  and  tact  of  Mr.  1^'arman  the  city  i)t  New 
York  is  indebted  for  the  gift  of  this  interest- 
ing monuiuent  of  one  of  the  oldest  civiliza- 
tions. I'or  his  success  in  this  delicate  matter 
he  was  comjil imentetl  by  the  Department  of 
State.  Secretary  Kvarts,  in  his  address  at 
Central  Park  on  the  occasion  of  the  cere- 
monies after  the  erection  of  this  monument, 
s[)oke  in  high  terms  of  Mr.  P'arman  as  Consul- 
general  and  of  his  efficient  services  in  secur- 
ing the  obel isk. 

His  legal  training  gave  Mr.  I-'\arman  aii  im- 
]iortant  qualification  for  his  jjosition,  as  the 
Consular  Court  over  which  he  presidetl  was 
the  only  tribunal  in  Kgypt  which  had  power 
to  try  an  American  citizen  for  crime  com- 
mitted in  that  countr\'.  It  had  jurisdiction 
also  in  other  cases  not  infrequently  arising. 
Mr.  l'\arman's  reports  to  the  Department  of 
State,  which  were  published  in  the  annual 
volumes  of  leports  upon  the  commercial  and 
(li|)lomatic  I'elations  of  the  United  States  with 
foieign  countries,  bear  ample  testimony  to  his 
intelligent  and  painstaking  observation  of  the 
agriculture,  commerce,  politics,  and  finance 
of  l{gy|)t.  His  [)ublished  despatches  also 
show  that  the  interests  ol  his  countrymen  re- 
ceived his  jutlicious  and  watchful  attention, 
and  that  the  jjublic  business  committed  to 
him  was  well  cared  for.  'I'hat  the  affairs  of 
this  consulate-geneial  suffered  no  harm  while 
its  duties,  neither  few  nor  light,  were  in  his 
charge,  is  evident  from  the  record  he  made 
during  five  years  of  service.  July  i,  1881, 
President  Garfield  appointed  Mr.  I-arman 
Judge  of  the  Mixed  Tribunals  of  ligypt,  in 
])lace  of  tlu'  Hon.  Philip  H.  Morgan.  This 
promotion  was  merited  by  the  valuable  service 
which  Mr.  l'"arnian  had  reiidei'ed  as  dijdomatic 
re|)resentat ive  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Court  of  the  Khedive. 


The  Mixed  or  Reform  Tribunals  of  Hgypt 
are  international.  The  seven  great  powers, 
including  the  L'niteil  .States,  are  each  repre- 
sentetl  by  three  judges,  while  the  jjowers  of 
the  second  class  have  each  one  or  two,  ami 
I'^gypt  has  three-fifths  as  many  as  all  the 
others.  In  the  Ottoman  Emi)ire  the  Chris- 
tian ]un"oi)ean  p(jwers  and  the  United  States 
have  by  treaty  stipulations  extra-territorial 
jurisdiction,  and  govern  through  their  diplo- 
matic and  consular  officers  ami  by  their  own 
laws  such  of  their  citizens  as  reside  either 
temporarily  or  permanently  in  those  countries. 
Such  citizens  are  not  amenable  to  local  laws 
or  authorities,  and  their  right  of  being  gov- 
erncil  by  the  representati\es  of  their  respec- 
ti\e  countries  extends  from  father  to  son 
through  successive  generations.  Every  case, 
either  criminal  or  civil,  against  a  foreigner, 
must  be  brought  and  prosecuted  before  his 
own  consul.  The  number  of  foreigners  I'esid- 
ing  in  ]:]gypt  finally  became  so  large,  and  the 
numerous  s\-stems  of  jurisprudence  so  cumber- 
some and  inconvenient,  and  so  detrimental  to 
the  commercial  interests  of  the  country,  that 
some  remedy  was  necessary.  i\fter  long 
negotiations,  at  the  request  of  the  I'^gyptian 
government,  the  powei's  consented  to  the  for- 
mation ot  the  Mi.xed  Tribunals  and  to  the 
ado|)tion  tor  their  use  of  a  code,  which  was  a 
modification  of  the  Code  Napoleon.  These 
tribunals  were  given  exclusive  jurisdict ii m  in 
civil  cases  between  parties  of  different  natiuii- 
alilies.  Jurisdiction  in  criminal  cases  and  in 
civil  cases  between  jjarties  of  the  same  nation- 
ality is  still  \'ested,  as  formerly,  in  the  con- 
sular authmities  of  the  several  powers,  ami  in 
the  case  of  I'lgyptians  in  their  own  local 
authorities.  As  mpst  of  the  merchants, 
banker.^,  and  business  men  ot  l',g\'pt  aie  either 
toreigners  oi'  eujo)'  the  protection  ot  loieiL;n 
governments,  the  Mixed  Tribunals  constitute 
the  j-jrincipal  courts  of  tlie  country.  In  fact, 
the)'  determine  nearly  all  cases  of  importance. 

In  the  autumn  of  18S0  Mr.  h^arman  was  ap- 
pointed dele-ate  on  the  p.nt  of  the  United 
.States  on  an  I n tei  iiat  iona  1  ( "onimission,  in- 
stituted to  rexise  the  Judicial  Code  foi'  the 
use  of  the  Mixed  rril)uual>.  President  Hayes 
in  his  last  annual  message  said:  — 
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"A  commission  for  tlic  revision  of  the 
Judicial  Code  of  the  l\eform  Tribunals  of 
iLgypt  is  now  in  session  at  Cairo.  Mr.  I""ar- 
nian,  Consul-general,  and  George  S.  Batchel- 
ler,  ICscj.,  have  l)een  appointed  as  commis- 
sioners to  i)articii)ate  in  this  work." 

In  January,  Mr.   Ivirman  was  desig- 

nated by  President  Arthur  as  a  member  of  the 
International  Commission  organized  to  fix  the 
indemnit)'  to  be  paitl  to  the  people  of  Alex- 
andria for   damages   arising   from   the  riots, 
bombardment,    burning,   and   pillage  of  that 
city   in    June    and    July,    1882.     In  eleven 
months  this  commission   examined  over  ten 
thousantl  claims,  and  awarded  upon  them  over 
twenty   million   dollars.      During  this  work 
he  also  ])erformed  his  judicial  duties,  usually 
sitting  in  the  court  one  day  every  week.  The 
judgeship  was  a  life  jiosition,  with  a  liberal 
salary  from  the  I'^gyptian  government.     In  tlie 
fall  of  1884  he  resignetl,  returned,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  Presidential  campaign  of 
that    )car.      Mr.    I'arman    represented  the 
United   States  in  I'-g}'i)t  during  one  of  the 
most  interesting  periods  of  its  modern  history. 
He  was  in  Cairo  thiough  those  eventful  times 
that  led  to  the  dethronement  of  Khedive  Is- 
mail Pasha  and  llie  installation  of   his  son, 
'i'ewfik,  as  his  successor.     Afterward  he  wit- 
nessed the  riots  in  Alexandria  and  the  bom- 
bardment and  burning  of  that  city.  During 
his  residence  in  l^gypt,  1876-84,  Mr.  Farman 
made  interesting  collections  of  ancient  coins, 
scarabadi,  brunzes,  porcelain,  and  other  antic|- 
uities.     Among  these  is  the  Farman  Loan 
Collection,  now  on  exhibition  at   the  Metro- 
politan Museum  in  New  York.     In  1858  Am- 
herst College  conferred  upon  him  the  degree 
of  M.A.,  and  in  1882  he  received  the  degree 
of    LD.D.   from   the  same    institution.  On 
leaving  l'~g\'i)t,  the  ls.hedi\'e  made  him  (iraiid 
Ofticer  of  'the   Imperial  Order  of  the  Mod- 
jetlick,  a  decoration  seldom  conferred. 

Soon  after  lea\dng  college,  Mr.  I'arman 
married  I.ois  Parker,  a  niece  of  the  Rev.  Joel 
Parker,  D.l).,  late  of  New  York.  She  died 
in  June,  1881.  In  1883  he  married  Adelaide 
l'\,  daugiiter  of  the  Hon.  David  H.  P'risbie, 
of  (ialesburg,  111.,  by  wliom  he  has  three  chil- 
dren.    Mr.  I'arman   has   been   a  Republican 


from  the  organization  of  that  party.  He  is  a 
mend)er  of  the  L'nion  League  Club  of  New 
Yoi'k,  of  the  Societ)'  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revo- 
hit  ion,  and  of  tlie  New  \'ork  Slate  Par  Asso- 
ciation. Since  his  return  from  P^gypt  he  has 
delivered  some  lectures,  made  occasional 
political  speeches,  and  travelletl  e\tensi\'ely ; 
but  he  has  conlined  his  attention  chiefly  to 
the  management  of  his  diversified  business 
interests. 


-Y^VpJARX'IN   C.    ROWT.AND,   M.D.,  a 
1=  — #     skilful    and    successful  physician 
\      s,  {        and  surgeon  ot   (leneseo,  Living- 
^  ston  Count)',    NA'.,   who  died  of 
heart  discLise,  Jaiuiar)'  15,    1895,  was  born  at 
Hartford,  Washington  Count)',  June  4,  1826. 
l)r.  Rowland    left  a  recoi'd  Ijolh  as  a  medical 
practitioner  and  i)ri\'ate  citi/en  of  which  his 
famil)'  ma)'  well  be  [jroud.      He  came  of  an 
ancestry  who  were  noted  for  their  intellectual 
attainments,  and  he  pro\'ed  himself  a  worthy 
desceiidant. 

As  near  as  can  be  learned  fi'om  the  best 
information  at  hand,  Dr.  Rowland's  great- 
grandfather was  a  nati\'e  of  I'lnglaml,  who  on 
coming  to  America  established  for  himselt  a 
resilience  on  Long  Island,  where  his  son,  the 
Doctor's  grandfather,  was  boin.  This  gentle- 
man alterward  became  a  resident  ot  Dutchess 
C(nmt)' ;  and  theie  the  Doctor's  father,  Plenry 
Rowland,  first  saw  the  light  of  day.  'Phe 
stern  and  s)'stematic  grandsirc  of  the  Doctor 
required  all  his  scjiis  to  learn  a  trade  of  some 
kind.  Consequent! V,  Henry  was  a])prenticed 
to  a  tailor,  and  actjuii'ed  that  calliiig  as  a 
means  of  1  i\'el  iho(id.  Hut  his  intellectual  in- 
stincts were  sliong  witliin  him,  antl  he  soon 
abandoned  his  Iratle.  Alter  |iuisuing  aiul  per- 
fecting his  studies,  he  entered  into  the  piac- 
tice  of  law.  While  still  a  Voung  man,  he  set- 
tleil  at  Hartford,  and  there  ])ractised  his  pro- 
fession with  success  until  his  decease,  which 
occuired  in  1841,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine 
years. 

Phe  maiden  name  of  Mrs.  Henry  Rowland 
was  Petse)'  Inglesbe.  -She  was  a  daughter  <jf 
Jose|)ti  Inglesbe,  of  the  .State  of  Massachu- 
setts,   a   soUlier   of    the    Revcdutionary  Wai'. 
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After  tlic  death  of  her  husljand  she  came  to 
Liviiigstun  Count)'  to  reside,  and  here  passed 
the  remainder  of  her  life.  Mrs.  Rowdand  was 
a  lady  who  jjossessed  many  strong  and  sterling 
traits.  She  died  at  llie  advanced  age  of 
eighty-fi\e,  having  carefully  reared  nine  chil- 
dren. The  following  are  their  names:  I'A- 
thusa,  h'rancis,  Jose[)h,  Hannah,  Artemus, 
iMar\in  C,  lleni)'  James,  I'hoebe,  and  Mary 
I'^izabeth.  Phcebe  dieel  at  the  age  of  eleven. 
l'"rancis  served  in  the  late  war,  in  the  One 
Hundred  and  'l"went)-si.Kth  Regiment,  New 
\'ork  X'olunteers,  and  is  now  deceased.  Arte- 
mus died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  being  at 
the  time  of  his  death  Sheriff  of  Livingston 
County. 

]\Iar\  in  C.  Kowland  received  his  earl)-  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools,  afterward  at- 
tended the  Genesee  W'esleyan  Seminary  in 
Lima,  and  then  entered  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont at  J^urlington.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven  he  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, lie  was  graduated  with  honor  at  the 
Uni\ersit}'  of  New  York,  and  located  in  Wash- 
ington County,  where  he  practised  his  profes- 
sion with  success  imtil  1S62,  when  he  entered 
the  army  as  .Surgeon  of  the  Si.xty-first  Regi- 
ment, New  \'(irk  X'oluntccrs,  joining  it  at 
Harper's  I'erry.  He  ser\'ed  through  d\\  its 
campaigns  and  battles,  until  the  summer  of 
\SC)^,  when  he  was  mustered  out  with  the 
regiment,  and  in  1866  resumed  the  duties  of 
his  [jrofession  in  Lakeville.  In  1877  he  re- 
moN'cd  to  (icneseo,  whcie  he  remained  in  ac- 
ti\e  practice  till  his  decease  in  the  sixty- 
eighth  year  of  his  age. 

iJr.  Rowdand's  first  wile,  whom  he  married 
in  1850,  was  Martha  W.  Li\ingston,  of  He- 
bron, Washington  County,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Llizabeth  (Selfridge)  Livingston.  She 
died  in  1853.  In  1870  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  I'lmily  IIa)nes,  of  (icneseo,  the 
daughter  ot  J.  Hunter  Ilaynes,  whose  father, 
John,  and  grandfather,  James,  came  from 
Northumberland  Count)',  I 'ennsyhania,  the 
latter  in  1792.  J.  Hunter  Hayncs,  who  was 
born  at  (icneseo,  October  27,  1809,  was  a  ver)' 
prosperous  and  successful  farmer.  He  was  a 
life-long  resilient  of  Cicneseo,  and  a  mend)er  of 
the  rresb)terian  church  at  Lake\'ille  upward 


of  forty  years.  The  maiilen  name  of  his  fust 
wife,  Mrs.  RowlaiKl's  mother,  was  Mary 
Price.  .She  was  a  daughter  of  Arthur  and 
Agnes  (.Sinclair)  Price.  Dr.  Rowland  had 
one  son  by  his  hrst  marriage,  Lo\'ette  Li\'ing- 
ston,  and  one  by  the  second  marriage,  Harry 
1  lavnes. 

The  Doctor  was  a  mend^er  (jf  the  Central 
New  \'ork  and  Livingston  County  Medical 
Societies.  .Socially,  Dr.  Rowdand  was  con- 
nected with  the  Masons,  Odd  I'ellows,  and 
the  (irand  Army  Post,  each  of  which  organiza- 
tions allended  the  funeial  in  a  bod)'.  The 
[jall-beareis  were  leading  medical  men  of  the 
\icinit)',  namely:  Di.  Richmond,  of  Livonia; 
Dr.  Dodge,  of  T^Iount  Morris;  Dr.  M(j)'er,  of 
Moscow;  Dr.  hi  Ik  ins,  of  York;  and  Drs. 
Green  and  Lauderdale,  of  Geneseo.  ^Irs. 
Rowland  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  with  which  her  husband  was  also  con- 
nected. 


\YAY  ''-'-''^^^         HAWLP:Y,  Jr.,  one  of 
XYi^Y/       the  most   enter|irisiiig   young  busi- 
^  ness  men  (jf  Wyoming  County,  was 

born  at  Warsaw,  April  6,  1862.  He  is  a  son 
(jf  William  II.  and  Sarah  (Purd))  Hawlc)-, 
antl  grandson  of  Colonel-major  and  Naiicv 
(Pronson)  Hawle\',  wlio  weie  both  nati\'es  of 
Manchester,  Pennington  Count)',  \'t. 

Colonel  Ilawley  was  born  in  1791,  and  in 
early  lite  was  a  larmer,  dealing  e.\tensi\ el  \'  in 
live  stock.  He  contiiuieil  in  this  liusiness 
until  1848,  when  he  sokl  his  larni,  in  older  to 
pa)'  more  clo^e  attention  to  the  business  ot  the 
Pattankill  State  Pank  at  M.mchester,  of  uhiLli 
he  was  a  large  stockholdn  and  Piesident. 
He  held  this  [position  until  1872,  when  he 
retired  froni  the  Presidencv  of  the  theii  Pat- 
tankill National  Pank,  and  conducteil  a  maihle 
tpiaiiyal  Doiset,  \'t.,  also  being  \wll  known 
as  a  monc\'- lender.  He  was  lirst  a  W  hig,  and 
later  a  Republican,  in  his  politics.  He  was 
()\ei'seer  of  the  Poor,  Assessor,  Selectman  ot 
his  town,  juilge  ot  court,  Representative  to 
the  legislature,  t)ne  of  the  Directois  of  the 
Pennington  &  Rutland  Railroad,  and  Colonel 
ot  the  -State  militia.  His  death  iiccurred  in 
1877.      He  reared  tour  cliildien,  the  eldest  ot 
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whiim,  W'illniina  ]).,  l)i)in  January  18,  1823, 
(lied    Maicli  1X46.       l'",llcn,    the  sccoikI, 

1)11111  I  111)'  3,  iSjM,  now  i\'siik's  at  Manclicstcr, 
\'t.  j.    llawUy,   linin  Janiiai-y  22,  1828, 

also  a  resident  ol  Manchester,  \'t.,  married 
I-'raiicis  Walker,  and  is  in  the  marble  busi- 
ness, and  is  the  patentee  ni  the  Haw  ley  Simd 
bY'etl  for  sawiiiL;'  stone,  which  is  used  exten- 
sively in  the  l^iited  States  and  in  foreign 
countries. 

William  II.  Ilawle}',  Sr.,  the  youngest  son 
of  Colonel  Ilauley,  was  Ijorn  October  15, 
I  83  I.  Me  was  educated  at  the  Burr  and  l^ur- 
ton  Seminar)',  Manchester,  \'t.  At  the  age 
of  twent}'-four  he  comniencetl  farming,  and 
from  1857  till  1862  was  interested  in  the 
marble  business.  Moving  to  Perry  Centre, 
X.  V. ,  during  the  latter  year,  on  June  2  he 
started  a  store  for  the  sale  of  general  merchan- 
dise, anil  here  did  a  large  and  ])rofitable  busi- 
ness for  ten  }ears.  In  1873  he  established  a 
boot  and  shoe  >tore  at  l'err\-  Centre,  in  1876 
put  in  a  lull  and  conijjlete  stock  of  general 
merchandise,  and  in  1881  took  his  son,  Will- 
iam II.  Ilawle)',  Jr.,  as  a  partner  in  the  busi- 
ness, 'ihey  conlinueil  together  until  1886, 
when  he  retireil  from  actix'e  business,  leaving 
his  son  to  continue  the  trade.  Mr.  Ilaw'ley 
has  since  dealt  (|uite  extensively  in  real  estate, 
of  which  lie  owns  a  considerable  amount  in 
Warsaw,  Terr)',  and  Hata\  ia,  consisting  of 
village  lots  and  tarms.  His  residence  at 
Terr)'  Centre  was  built  in  181 7,  and  is  in 
a  fine  state  of  preserx'at ion. 

Cn  Septemi)er  6,  1860,  William  II.  Ilaw- 
le)', .Sr.,  married  .Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  Albeit 
and  Sarah  (Heiiedict)  I'uid)',  both  natives  of 
Maiuhester,  \'t.,  but  after  marriage  residents 
successi\'el\'  in  Terr)'  Centre  and  in  Warsaw. 
In  the  former  place  Mr.  I'urdv  carried  on  a 
general  merchandise  and  tailoring  business, 
which  he  sold  in  1854;  and  in  Warsaw  he 
en<rairetl  in  the  real  estate  business,  erectinj'' 
and  renting  niaii)'  houses,  of  which  he  owned 
at  one  time  as  man\'  as  lorty.  lie  was  a 
Democrat  in  ])olitics.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one,  and  his  wite  at  seventy-nine  years. 
Three  children  were  Ijorn  to  them:  S.  I). 
I'urdv,  who  married  Minei'\a  Hainbridge,  and 
now  resides  in  Rochester,  where  he  is  a  loan 


broker;  Sarah  A.,  .Mi^.  Hawle\',  born  August 
15,  18^6;  and  Celia,  wlio  died  in  iiifanc\'. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  11.  Hawley,  Sr.,  have 
had  three  tliildieii,  naniel)' :  William  II., 
subject  of  this  .sketch  ;  b  rank,  born  b'ebruar)', 
1870,  who  died  at  the  age  ot  se\'en  months; 
and  Millie,  boi  n  i'"ebi  uar)'  1,  1873.  Mr. 
llawlc)'  is  a  Republican,  and  has  been  trustee 
of  the  town  schools  and  also  the  Congrega- 
tional church. 

William  11.  Hawle\',  Jr.,  has  been  in  acti\'e 
business  since  he  was  twent\'  )'ears  okl.  He 
attended  school  at  I'eriy  Centre,  I'err)',  antl 
Warsaw,  graduating  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 
He  then  opened  a  cash  grocery  across  the 
street  from  his  father's  [dace  of  Inisiness.  At 
the  eiul  of  one  \'ear  he  sidd  out,  aiul  attended 
blastman's  Rusiness  College  at  I'oughkeepsie, 
N.^'.,  graduating  in  Ajiril,  1881.  In  I\Iay  of 
the  same  )'ear  he  entered  into  a  five  )ears' 
partnership  with  his  father.  At  the  exj^iration 
of  that  time  he  purchased  his  father's  interest 
in  the  business,  and,  continuing  the  same, 
added  to  it  the  bu\'ing  of  farm  products,  mak- 
ing a  sjiecialt)'  ol  bu\'iiig  eggs  tor  shipment. 
He  personal  1 V  dro\-e  a  wagon  on  the  roatl  lor 
three  )ears,  selling  groceries  ami  bu\"ing  eggs. 
Since  then  he  has  bought  eggs  from  the  mer- 
chants of  the  adjoining  towns,  shipping  as 
high  as  sixty  thousand  dozens  in  one  season. 
Mr.  llawle\'  is  a  stanch  and  lo)al  Republican. 
He  was  treasniei"  of  the  l'err\'  Centre  Repub- 
lican Club  of  1880,  and  one  ot  the  organizers 
of  the  Hlaine  and  Logan  Club  of  1884;  organ- 
ized the  Philip  11.  Sheridan  (dub  in  1888, 
and  was  elected  its  Piesident,  which  otrice  he 
has  since  held.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster 
at  Pei-r\-  Centre  April  26,  i88i),  and  held  the 
position  until  August  18,  1893.  He  has  se\'- 
eral  times  been  a  delegate  to  the  County, 
Senatin-jal,  and  Congressional  Conventions; 
was  a  memlier  of  the  Town  Committee  from 
1884  to  1889;  also  a  member  of  the  Senatorial 
District  Committee  in  1886,  1888,  1890; 
member  ot  the  Congressional  Committee  in 
i89C\  i8()2,  1894;  delegate  to  the  State  Con- 
\'ention  at  Albany  in  1892,  and  to  the  .State 
Conxention  at  Saratoga  which  nominated  Mor- 
ton loi'  governor,  September  15.  1894.  He 
was   appointed   and   served  as  (jeiieral  Com- 
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niittce  Clerk  in  the  New  York  State  Sen- 
ate f(ir  1890-91;  also  received  the  ajjpoint- 
ment  of  Index  Clerk  of  the  New  York  State 
Assenibl}',  aiul  held  the  office  for  two  yeai's, 
1894-95. 

On  September  18,  1889,  Mr.  Ila-.vley  was 
unitetl  in  niarriaj^^e  to  Crace  Hubbard,  of  l'"ul- 
ton,  111.,  dau-;hter  uf  Dr.  N.  VV.  aiul  IMary 
(Coe)  llubbard.  Iler  lather  was  born  at  J\an- 
dolph,  l'ortai;'e  Count)',  Ohio,  in  the  year 
1810,  and  died  in  l'"ulton  in  1883.  His  father 
and  mother  were  Hela  and  I'lnebe  (Ward) 
llubbard,  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  jjioneers 
in  the  earl)'  da)s  of  ()hio.  Bela  Hubbard 
died  at   the  a^e  of    uinety-si.x   years.  Dr. 


Hubbard  firaduated  fn 


the  Columbus  Medi- 


cal College,  Ohio,  and  practised  medicine  in 
Newark  and  in  IClyria,  Ohio,  from  which  jilace 
he  remoN'cd  to  b'ulton.  111.  He  was  the  in- 
ventor of  sui'gical  ajjpliances  which  were  of 
great  benefit  to  the  profession.  His  children 
were:  I'^rances,  now  the  witlow  of  H.  K.  Bc\- 
lard  ;  Lester  C,  who  is  engaged  in  journalis- 
tic work  in  Chicago,  111.;  l^^rederick  H.,  who 
died  in  1888  at  Hrookl)'n,  N.Y.,  being  en- 
gaged in  the  [iractice  of  medicine  in  that  city; 
and  (jrace,  wife  of  Mi'.  Hawley.  Mi-.  and 
Mrs.  Hawley  ha\'e  one  child — b^rederick  \V. , 
born  January  7,  i  893. 


("^YOHN  C.  COIC,  an  intelligent  and  pros- 
jKM'ous  Li\'ingston  Count)'  farmer  of  a 
past  generation,  was  born  in  Durham, 
Conn.,  on  the  15th  of  June,  1787. 
His  father,  Simeon  Coe,  who  was  also  a  nati\e 
of  Connecticut,  came  as  an  early  settler  to 
I'aris,  Oneida  County,  N.Y.,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  farni,  and  remained  thereon  as  long 
as  he  lived.  The  son  of  Simeon  and  Eunice 
Coe,  ]ohn  C.  Coe,  who  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Paris  and  at  b'airfield  Acatlemy.  He  began 
life  for  himself  on  a  farm  which  he  bt)ught  in 
that  vicinity,  but  which  after  a  few  )'ears 
he  sold;  and  he  then  nioxed  to  Livingston 
Count)',  in  1815,  with  a  horse  and  cutter, 
bringing  his  wife,  their  three  children,  and 
a  dog.  He  purchased  at  first  one  hundred 
acres  of  cleared  land  in  Livonia,  and  afterward 


in\'ested  in  a  iarm  in  .Suutli  Li\'onia.  I-^vei')' 
enei'gy  was  now  emplo\L-d  in  the  ai'duous  but 
cheei'lul  task  ol  makin-  .1  home,  in  wliich 
eltorL  .Mr.  Coe  was  so  successiul  lhat  his  es- 
tablishmeiil  was  counted  among  .he  most  com- 
foilable  and  attracli\e  ol  the  count\'.  Here 
he  died,  aged  si\t\'  live  \  ears. 

His  wile,  befoie  marriage  Miss  Anna  Dix- 
son  and  a  daughtL'r  of  Robert  ami  .Sarah  Dix- 
son,  was,  like  Idmself,  a  nati\'e  of  Connecti- 
cut. The)'  reaied  a  famil)'  of  eleven  ehildi'en 
—  Almir.i  C.,  Sarah  A.,  l.'auia  M.,  C.eorge  I-"., 
I'"la\-ius  J.,  .\mos  D. ,  .AIar\'  J.,  Nane)"  C. , 
Amanda  M.,  Julia  C. ,  Helen  L.  Ainos  D. 
married  Miss  .Alai)'  J.  Jemme,  and  has  two 
children  —  John  I-',  and  .Mice  C.  He  is  a 
widower,  and  li\es  in  Conesus,  of  which  town 
he  has  been  .Superx'isor.  Helen  L.  niairied 
I'eter  (i.  l-~iutehey,  and  resides  at  the  ])aternal 
homestead.  b"!a\ius,  who  also  li\es  on  the 
old  homesteatl,  has  al\\a\'s  been  a  farmer. 
Laura  M.  married  .Solomon  Hitchcock,  of 
Conesus,  and  died,  lea\  ing  one  son —  .Solonion 
li.  PLtchcock.  Julia  C.  (deceased)  marrietl 
Manson  I-'.  Cibbs,  of  Livonia.  .She  left  three 
children — (iai'diner  i\. ,  John  INI,,  anil  Julian 
C.  (iibbs.  (leorge  b\  inarried  Alta  .\.  Stone, 
ot  Li\-onia.     'rhe\'  ha\'e  three  children  —  Anna 

,  John  C,  ami  bdax  ius  J.  —  and  live  in 
Conesus.  Anna  \'\  Coe,  the  graiul-daughter, 
married  John  Webster,  and  has  one  child,  a 
son,  who  l)eais  the  name  of  Cieorge  C.  Web- 
ster. bda\'ius  J.  Coe  has  ne\'er  married.  He 
held  the  otfice  ot  Suiiervisor  in  his  town  tor 
five  siiccessi\e  \'ears,  from  18S7  to  i8qi  in- 
clusive. He  has  alwa\s  been  strong  in  his 
fealty  to  the  Republican  pai"t\',  with  whose 
principles  he  is  elearh'  and  intell  igent]\'  con- 
xei'sant. 

The  mothei'  of  this  large  famih  li\ed  to  be 
eighty-seven  )'ears  of  age,  siu"\'i\'ing  her  hus- 
band tor  some  \ears  .  Mi'.  |ohn  C.  Coe  was 
a  suppoiter  ot  that  political  i)art\'  which  was 
known  in  his  time  under  the  appellation  ol  ihe 
Whig  part),  but  which  alteiwai'd  was  meigeil 
into  anothei',  bearing  a  dillerent  name  and 
distincti\e  tenets.  John  C.  Coe's  life  of 
quiet  effort  and  successiul  truilion  is  an  en- 
couragement as  well  as  an  example  to  those 
who  come  after  him. 
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J~AA\'I1)  I'ORTl'.R  ROOD,  a  retired 
resident  dl  j ohnsunbur^,  Wyoming 
9y  C()unt\',  and  \etcran  of  the  Civil 
War,  was  born  in  W'etherstield,  July 
21,  1829.  llis  hitliei',  l'!li  Ro(hI,  was  horn  in 
\'erniont,  ( )ctober  13,  1797,  and  was  the  son 
of  l)a\  id  Rood,  a  inoneer  in  W'soming  Count)', 
who  came  here  with  wile  and  children,  set- 
tling at  (  )range\  i  1  le,  on  the  line  ot  Johnson- 
iMirg,  in  1 S 1 7.  l)a\  itl  Rood  was  one  of  the 
eaid\'  residents  wlio  felletl  liees  for  the  purpose 
of  cutting  a  road  Irom  W'elheistield  Springs  to 
Hall's  Corners.  \\\  his  wite,  ScU'ah  Rogei.s, 
Da\  id  Rcjotl  became  the  lather  of  four  sons  and 
three  daughteis,  all  of  whom  attained  their 
majority,  mairied,  and  became  heads  of  fami- 
lies, lie  improved  a  good  farm  in  CJrange- 
\  ille,  and  later  moved  to  W'ethersfield  Springs, 
where  he  diet!  about  the  \ear  1834,  having 
passed  beyond  the  fourscore  limit.  His  widow 
survived  him  some  fourteen  v'ears,  dying  at 
considerablv  over  sevent)'  years. 

l'".li  Rood  married  bdi/a  Tanner,  who  was 
boi'u  at  Coopei"st<iw  n,  (  )t.sego  Count}',  N.^'., 
in  1805,  and  removed  to  Warsaw  in  1809. 
Mrs.  I'di/a  T.  Rootl  died  October  2 1,  1840,  at 
the  age  of  tl\irty-five  )ears,  leaving  two  sons 
and  one  daughter.  -She  was  a  strong  Presbv  - 
terian,  and  dieil  tirml\  adhering  to  that  faith. 
I'di  Rood  again  married,  and  died  at  Wethers- 
field  Springs  in  1877,  agetl  eighty  years.  A 
Whig,  and  afterward  a  Rei)ublican,  in  politics, 
he  served  forty  yeais  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  — 
consecut  i vel  V,  with  the  except  ion  of  one  term  — 
and  was  also  Count)  .Su|)erintendent  of  tlie 
Pour.  His  chiUhcn  by  his  fii'st  wife  were  the 
iidlowing:  Zeia  Tanner  Rood,  who  was  born 
at  Wethersheld  Springs,  b'ebruar)'  21,  1827, 
marrietl  Rosetta  lirown  in  1849,  and  resides  at 
Crand  J\a|)ids,  Mich.,  where  he  is  a  carpenter 
antl  millwright,  having  four  children;  David 
P.  Rood,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
I lelen  P. ,  deceased. 

Daviil  Porter  Rood  was  educated  at  the  dis- 
trict school  iiCcU'  the  home  of  his  boyhood, 
and,  when  he  married  at  the  age  of  twenly- 
one,  began  farming  on  uMited  land  in  tiie 
vicinit)'.  In  the  fall  of  1854  he  moved  to 
b'ort  Dodge,  la.,  where  he  settled  upon  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  wild  land  on  the  | 


Des  Moines  Rivei',  being  aniung  the  early 
comers,  when  bultalo,  deer,  and  elk  were 
plenty.  In  1835  Mr.  Reed  letuined  l'!ast, 
wheie  he  (.-ngaged  in  the  sale  ol  the  State 
(ia/etteer,  and  latei'  was  in  tlie  map  business. 
Having  continueil  in  thi.■^  ami  the  real  estate 
business  until  the  veai'  18(14,  he  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  Civil  War,  being  conunissioned 
as  .ScLiind  Pieutenant  of  Cnmpan)'  li,  Sixty- 
third  Regiment,  .\ew  \'oik  Inlantr)',  in  the 
Irish  Prigade.  He  enlisted  for  three  years, 
but  was  ilischargcd  as  (Hsabled  tinm  the  offi- 
cers' hospital  at  Annapolis,  .September  16, 
hav  ing  been  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Cold  Harbor  by  a  l)ullet  which  entered  his 
forccu  ni.  At  the  battle  of  Spoltsylvan ia,  \'a. , 
May  12,  1864,  Pieutenant  Rood,  after  charg- 
ing the  bi'east woiks,  was  deployed  with  a  file 
c;f  men  to  head  olf  the  escaping  rebels.  Leav- 
ing his  men  to  return  to  his  compau)',  alone 
and  unaided  he  captured  thirteen  rebel  sol- 
dieis,  and  marched  them  in  as  prisoners. 

On  b'ebiuar)'  26,  1850,  Dav  id  P.  Rood  mar- 
rietl  ;\Iiss  I^lizabeth  Poild)',  who  died  on  Octo- 
ber 24,  1855.  The  fruit  of  this  marriage  was 
one  son,  I'di,  wlm  now  is  a  railroad  man  at 
Niagara  balls,  .\'A'.,  having  a  wite  and  four 
children.  (  )n  ()t  to])ei-  7,  1 856,  Mr.  Rood 
married  his  second  wife,  who  was  Xancy 
'Prueselell,  of  Warsaw,  ami  on  Seiitember  5, 
1885,  was  again  called  u]>oii  to  momai  the 
death  ol  hi.s  consort.  She  left  three  children, 
as  follows;  .Mai)',  wife  of  ;\delbert  Cook,  a 
faimer  at  Wetlierstield  -Spiiiigs,  having  three 
children;  Dora  1!.,  wite  oi  William  Purch,  of 
Warsaw,  hav  ing  tud  chiklreii  ;  ami  Lillian  A., 
wife  of  Chailes  P.  Nutting,  of  Johnsonbiirg, 
having  one  son. 

(  )n  \oveniber  (),  1887.  Mi'.  Rood  married 
his  present  wile,  Helen  A.  Ro)  ce,  oi  ( )range- 
ville,  daughter  of  ()rin  and  .Amanda  (Pddy) 
Royce.  .She  was  a  teachei'  in  the  public 
schools  eleven  teinis,  and  now  piesides  over 
hei'  pleasant,  modest  home  in  johnsonburg 
with  that  skill  and  quiet  dignitv  which  is  the 
lesull  ot  intellectual  cultivation.  Mr.  Rood's 
last  mairiage  is  bkssed  with  one  son,  a  bri-ht 
bov,  David  I'orter  Rood,  Jr.,  born  in  1888. 

In  1874  he  was  api)ointeil  Deputy  Collector 
of   customs  at  .Suspension  Pridge,   N.\'.,  :md 
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served  four  years.  He  also  served  two  terms 
at  WetherstieUl  as  Justice  of  tlie  Peace.  Mr. 
Ivood  owns  a  farm  of  twenty-five  acres,  with 
a  feed  and  saw  mill,  at  what  is  known  as 
Springwater  Lake,  oi'  Rood's  I'oiul.  He  owns 
at  Warsaw  a  house  anti  lot,  for  whicli  he  ex- 
changed one  oi  his  larms,  ami  also  two  farms 
near  Wethershekl  .Springs,  besides  real  estate 
in  lUiffalo  and  at  Niagara  I'alls.  Vov  about 
six  )'ears  he  has  now  lieen  fiee  from  the  cares 
of  business.  lie  is  a  comrade  of  Buford  Post, 
No.  238,  (irand  .Army  of  the  Republic,  of 
Johnsonbiu'g,  in  which  he  has  hekl  some  of  the 
oftices,  and  is  a  Republican  in  p(ditics.  His 
wife  is  a  membei'  ol  the  i\Iethodist  church. 


Wf\/      North  l^loomfield,  N.  Y.,  November 
*^  10,    1810,  antl  died   at   A\()n,  De- 

cember 3,  1890,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  for 
fift}'-f:ve  of  which  he  had  been  united  in  the 
holy  bonds  of  matrimoii)'  to  I'^sther  AP  Mathei' 
Hall.  Nearly  five  years  have  passed  since  he 
was  taken  away;  but  he  is  still  severely 
missed  by  many,  and  always  will  be  missed 
as  long  as  there  remains  remembrance  of  his 
many  sterling  qualities.  He  was  of  New  P^ng- 
land  ancestry,  his  father  having  been  a  Con- 
necticut man  by  birth,  and  hi.s  grandfather  a 
life-long  resident  of  that  State.  'Phe  grand- 
father's name  was  Abel,  and  the  father's  name 
was  Psaac ;  for  in  those  days  Biblical  names 
were  almost  uni\ersal.  l^oth  his  father  and 
his  gramltathcr  weie  ecpially  unknown  person- 
ally to  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  his 
mother  was  known  to  him  but  little  better; 
for  he  lost  his  lather  when  he  was  but  three 
years  oUl,  lost  his  mother  when  he  was  but 
se\'en,  and  hatl  practically  no  proi^ert)  await- 
ing his  coming  of  age  when  he  went  to  live 
with  his  uncle,  Air.  Prockaway,  who  resided 
at  Lima. 

William  ]'].  Hall  received  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  ol  that  town,  and  was  a 
bright,  industrious  \-oung  man,  who  made  gootl 
use  of  his  o|)p()rtunities,  anil  pro\-etl  himself 
at  a  very  early  age  ti)  be  fully  cajiable  of  shift- 
ing for  himself.  He  (piickly  learneil  his  trade 
as  tanner  antl  currier,  and  soon  set  up  in  that 


business  for  himself  in  the  town  of  West 
PloomHeld,  wlieic  he  lairicd  on  opcratiou.-^  as 
a  tannei'  and  curlier  Ini  .didiil  fwc  )eais,  and 
tlien    rcmo\ed    to   .\\on.      1  le   settled    on  the 

1  Wadsuorth  larm,  anil  soon  started  a  saw-mill 
and  a  unod-turning  sliop,  in  addition  to  his 
tanning  and  einrving  Inisincss.  I'irialh',  he 
bought  the  Judge  Hornier  p'.ice,  where  he 
passed  the  rest  ol  his  lile.  .Some  ot  the  finest 
buildings  in  tlie  town  of  Avon  were  erected 
by  Air.  Hall.  l/ni|ucsl  ionald\',  the  nio.^t  im- 
porant    ami    the    mu>t    benelicial  occurrence 

i  during  his  long  and  bus)-  life  was  that  of 
.Scptendjcr  17,  1835,  when  he  was  manied  to 

I  Plslher  AI.  Alather,  daughter  of  (iuenlon  and 
lumice  M.  Alather,  of  Connecticut.  The 
Alather  famil\-  iemo\eil  from  Connecticut  to 
New  \'ork  State  about  1815,  coming  in  wagons 
laden  with  all  their  goods.  Air.  Alather  took 
up  a  farm,  Iniilt  him  a  log  house,  and  lived 
therein  about  a  score  of  )ears,  when  he  le- 
mo\eil  to  Aloimt  Alorris,  and  li\eil  on  a  farm 
to  the  south  of  the  \illage  for  a  considerable 
period,  after  which  the  family  came  to  West 
Ploomfield,  and  settled  on  a  farm,  where  the 
head  of  the  family  died,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
nine.  His  widow  sur\i\ed  him  man)'  \eais, 
and  died  at  the  residence  of  Airs.  Hall,  her 
daughter,  in  .Anou. 

William  P;.  and  Plsther  AI.  Alather  Hall 
had  si.\  children  —  Caroline  P.,  Sophia  P., 
P" ranees  AP,  William  P.,  Pizzie,  and  Charles. 
Caroline  P.  married  Aaron  Barber,  of  Avon 
(a  sketch  of  whom  will  iie  found  on  another 
page  of  this  wdik).  .Sophia  P.  married  Will- 
iam Clcndeiniing,  and  hd>  two  ihildren  — 
blank  and  I'.ugene.  I'rantcs  ]-..  married 
.Smith  Xewiuan,  and  resides  at  Hoiiiel ls\i ! le. 
Pi/zie  married  (ieorge  I'.  .Smith,  lives  at 
home  with  her  mother,  and  has  tuu  childien  — 
b'rances  and  Idmei".  William  1{.  lix'cs  at 
(Irand  Rapids,  Alich.,  and  married  I'.dilh  B. 
Porrance,  who  has  been  removed  b\'  death. 
-She  left  him  two  childien —  Belle  and  Plin\'. 
Charles  is  not  manied,  and  resides  at  home 
with  his  iiiother.  In  18S3  William  ]■'..  Hall 
and  his  wife  celebrated  their  golden  wedding; 
and  it  had  prowd  a  "golden  wedding''  in  fact 
as  well  as  in  the  number  of  \ears  which  they 
had  been  united,  for  it  was  one  of  those  unions 
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in  which  the  greatest  po^sihlc  strength  is 
Idmiil.  I'"ricn(ls  lamc  finni  c\cry  section  of 
\cw  ^'o^k  Stale;  ami  cliihh'en,  L;i-an(lch i kh"en, 
and  gi  cal-L;i'anik  h i  Ml  en  w  ere  in  happ)-  attend- 
ance. All's,  llall  eiijii\s  the  p(i^>essiun  ot  lour 
j;reat -graiide  h i hlreii,  who  w  ere  Ix-rn  to  l'"rank 
and  to  I'.u-eiie,  the  children  of  her  daughter 
Sophia.  h'rank  married  Minnie  Andrews,  and 
was  presented  witli  twin  girls —  lulith  and 
Ina.  I'.iigene  married  .Mar)'  JJwyer,  and  has 
two  children  —  Sophia  ami  C'hirihel. 

Airs,  llall  is  a  member  nf  the  rresbyterian 
church  at  A\im;  and  her  hu--band,  the  subject 
111  this  sketch,  was  .ilsn  dceplc  interested  in 
the  rresh)terian  faith.  And  it  was  but  nat- 
ural that  such  should  be  the  case;  for  lie  came 
from  sturd\'  TresbN'terian  stoek,  that  i)hiyed 
a  most  imi)ortant  ]iait  in  the  tkwelopment  of 
this  countr\'.  15oth  his  parents  were  descend- 
ants of  (lid  laiglish  families,  who  came  to  the 
.New  W.iild  between  the  lime  (if  the  landing  of 
the  Pilgrim  b'alhers  at  1 '1_\  nioiilli,  Alass. ,  and 
the  gie.il  uprising  (if  the  laiglish  ])eople  which 
resulted  in  ()!i\er  Cromwell  being  placed  in 
full  possession  of  the  executive  |)owers  of  the 
government  of  haiglaiul.  Mr.  Hall's  father 
was  an  earnest  a(lhei\-iit  Id  and  advocate  ol  the 
rresb)lerian  ddclrines.  llis  grandfather  was 
a  Deacon  in  the  I'rcsbyteiian  Church.  In 
fact,  the  farther  back  his  ancestry  is  traced, 
the  more  evident  it  liecomes  that  inherited 
nature,  habit  of  tliouglu,  and  what  may  be 
called  pre-natal  training  combined  to  make 
the  subject  of  our  sketch  a  consistent  member 
of  the  I'resbv'tei  ian  church,  and  ]iel])ed  him 
greatl}'  in  the  eourageous  and  successiul  strug- 
gle for  a  liv  ing  into  which  he  was  obliged  to 
eiitei"  at  so  early  an  age. 


^r'!Y^^KS.    Jl'l.l.A    M.    LOOAIIS,    an  es- 
|~    — /     teemed    lesident    of  Henniiigton, 
I  J  ii  I        .\'.\'.,  was  born  in  the  adjoining 
— ^  tow  n  of   .Sheldon.     Her  parents, 
Dr.    jieiijainin   and    I'liebe   (blastman)  I'otter, 
who  were  Imlh  nalivcs  of  (  )neitla  County,  and 
were  there  married  in  iSc)'),  came  to  \\')'oming 
Coimtv'  in  iSoS,  and,  alter  sojourning  for  two 
vears  in  Attica,  lemovcd  to  .Sheldon  in  i<Sio. 
Dr.  lieiijamin  I'otler  w  as  educatetl  at  l'"airtield 


Medical  College,  was  a  pl'i\sician  of  high 
repute,  arid  served  as  a  surgeon  in  the  War  of 
I  Si  2.  lie  ha(l  a  large  practice,  and  died  at 
the  age  dl   Idily  vcars,  Iciving  a  widow,  four 

j  sons,  and  diie  daiighler,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Iwddl  his-diis,  idnddilfaml  AliltdU 
]■',.  I'otler,  were  phvsicians  df  \'ar\sburg  and 
Attica,  and  are  mivv  (kxea^ed.      I'hilo  W.  ]'ot- 

.  ter  w.is  a  mei'cliant  in  the  town  df  Jav.i,  where 

I  he  died   in   iSijo.     The  other  sdii,   Ai\ron  ". 

j  I'otter,  alsd  tieceased,  was  a  merchant  in  klgin 

j  ami  .AlgoiKiu in,  111. 

j      Juli.i  .M.  I'dlter,  having  in  her  Vdunger  days 
attended  the  dislriil  ^chodls  of  .ShckldU,  spent 
a  year  studving  the  higher  br.iiKhes  of  learn- 
ing   at    the    .\tlica    .Seminar).       .She  taught 
school   three   terms  previous  to  lier  marriage 
to  John   Lddiiiis,  whicli  dccuried  ( 'ctober  17, 
1S41,  at   llie  age  of  eighteen  \e.iis.     After  a 
wedded  lile  dl    more  than    half  a  ceiiturv  her 
husljami  died,  Alaicli  1  J,  lSi)v      jdhn  I.domis 
j  was  bdiii  updu  llu'  larm  where  his  widow  ikjw 
resides,  liis  lather,  Ju.^tin   kiK.mis,  having  cut 
tile  tiist   tree  ihercdii   in    1  Noj.      It   was  after 
the  death  dl   their  latlier,  who  was  a  farmer  in 
the    tdwii    df    A\'iii(kdr,    Cdini.,    that  Instin 
Loomis  ami  his  bi'dlher  Chaunc(.'\',  with  tlair 
[  widowed   rmilher,   came  to  W'voming  C'duntv", 
I  making  llie  long  j(iurne\'  in  a  w.igdii  drawn  bv 
j  horses,  travelling  together  with  two  other  fam- 
1  ilies   named    lldskins   and    Case.       Ihe  two 
I  lirotheis    lunaha-eil    juiiitl}'    several  hundred 
acres  dl   wild  land  dl    the  lldlland  Companv, 
having  bidu-hl   witli  them,   as  is   said,  more 
:  than  tvw  llidUsand  ddllais  apiece   fur  the  pur- 
j  j)ose  dl   invesling  in  real  estate  and  establish- 
ing homes  liir  themselv  es. 

Justin  l.ddmis  maii'ied  i'dllv  Rdllli,  df 
Shelddii,  daughter  df  ])r.  Kdllh.  who  came  to 
Sheklon  trom  Caiiamlaigua,  (  )iitario  (/ountv, 
about  the  time  the  ludiii  ises  an  iv  ed  there,  in 
1S07.  Juslin  l.ddinis  and  Miss  Rdlfh  were 
married  in  1  <SoS,  and  three  df  their  children 
were  born  previous  to  iNij.  The  brothers 
and  sisters  dl  .Mr.  Jdhn  l.ddinis  who  attained 
their  m.iidi  itv  were  as  bdlows  :  Justin,  an 
octogLiiai  ian,  a  i\'si(k;nt  ol  l.ew  isburg,  I'a., 
nominallv  retired  lidin  the  I're^idencv  df  ihe 
l^Lickiiell  Cnivei  sitv  ;  Alarv  •  '. ,  wlio  m.iri  icd 
Charles    Ihroop,   bdlh  df   wIkiui   are  now  de- 
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ceased;  Lucy,  who  married  the  Rev.  xAh'in 
PI  urn  ley,  btjth  also  now  deceased.  Jhe  hcjiiie 
farm  ot  tour  hundred  and  forty  acres  was  a  pait 
of  the  original  large  liact  which  the  Looniis 
brothers  purchased  jointly  at  one  dollar  per 
acre,  and  from  which  were  sold  many  of  the 
now  tlourisli ing  fainis  in  the  section.  Chaun- 
cey  Loomi.N  was  mariied  to  Rachel  h.vans,  a 
sister  of  the  lion.  l)a\id  l^vans,  of  HataN'ia, 
and  was  appointed  a  judge  in  I  iSotj. 

.Since  her  marriage  .Mrs.  Loom  is  has  lived 
upon  the  farm  slie  now  owns  and  conducts,  the 
present  comfortable  residence,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  attractixx'  houses  in  the  town,  having 
been  plannctl  and  erected  by  her  late  husbanil 
in  1  iSTjo.  The  Lo<imis  farm,  which  consists 
of  three  himdred  and  sixteen  acres,  is  in  two 
parts;  namely,  two  hundred  and  eight  acres  in 
the  homestead  lot,  occupied  by  Mrs.  Loomis, 
and  one  lunulied  and  eight  acres  across  the 
wa)-.  Alls.  Loomis  kee|)s  about  se\enteeii 
cows,  which  is  one  half  the  former  numbei", 
and  carries  on  a  \cr\'  tine  dairy. 

'J  he  first-born  child  of  ALs.  Loomis,  .Milton 
1*.  Loomis,  died  at  the  age  of  se\'en  months. 
She  has  two  children  li\  ing,  both  of  whom  are 
married,  nameh' :  M\  ron  A.  Loomis,  who  is 
a  resident  of  W'eems,  Lancaster  County,  Va. , 
and  is  in  the  oyster  and  canning  business;  and 
Jennie  C,  wife  of  1'.  .S.  Tyler,  a  musician 
and  music-dealer,  residing  on  their  faim 
opposite,  and  ha\-ing  four  children  John 
Loomis,  aged  thii  teen;  .Augusta,  aged  ele\en  ; 
Margaret,  aged  two  )ear.s  ;  and  William  (jregg, 
an  infant  son.  Mrs.  Loomis  is  a  lady  of 
energy  and  |)rom|it  decision,  which  enables  hei- 
to  successful  1)'  conduct  her  farm  in  a  manner 
both  creditable  and  iirofitable.  .She  is  a  mem- 
ber f)f  the  ]ia|)tisl  church. 


C^'RVINr, 


.SMLI'll,  who  has  been  Prin- 
cipal   of    the    Warsaw    L^nion  .School 
and   Academy   for  the   past    ten  years, 
was  born    in   Attica,   N.Y.,  September 
30,  i''^45- 

I\L".  Smith's  grandfather,  Lsaac  Smith,  was 
born  in  1765,  and  enlisted  while  yet  a  mere 
lad  in  the  Continental  Army  during  the  Revo- 
luticinar)-  War.     He  was   army  cook    for  one 


)'ear,  but  betore  age  would  proiierl)'  admit 
went  into  the  ranks,  exc  h.ingi  ng  soup-ladle  and 
fi)ing-pan  tor  a  musket,  which  he  wielded 
with  e(|ual  tacilit\  and  tar  more  talal  results. 
When  an  oKl  man,  he  was  tond  ol  relating  his 
experiences,  which  were  tull  ot  intei'e>t  to 
])atriolic  \oung  .\mericans  who  used  to  gather 
about  his  knees  during  the  long  winter  e\en- 
ings,  eager  to  hear  the  1  em  iniscences  of  177^). 
lie  died  in  1.S56,  aged  ninet)-three  \ears. 
His  wite,  who  was  a  Miss  llawde\',  bore  him 
se\en  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  Haw- 
ley  .Smith,  born  in  (  )neida  Count\'  in  1S05, 
was  the  \dungest  i^hild  but  two.  I  he  grand- 
motlier  died  at  eight  \  \eais  of  age,  between 
1  (S40  and   1  .S43. 

Mr.  llawley  Smith,  the  father  ot  lr\ing  P., 
was  marrietl  at  the  earl\"  age  of  eighteen, 
while  his  child  wife  was  but  sixteen.  Her 
maiden  name  was  P'ann\  ikiilev;  and  she  was 
a  (.laughter  ol  Aamn  Haile\',  whose  wite  was 
a  Wall  ingstord.  ibis  youthtul  union  was  a 
happ\'  one,  and  extentletl  o\'er  sixt\'  \ears, 
spent,  toi"  the  most  part,  in  Attica  and  Middle- 
bur)-,  where  he  followed  the  carpenter's  tratle, 
ami  wheie  she  was  taithtul  in  the  love  ot  hus- 
baml  and  children  and  in  the  discharge  of 
wifely  duly  and  maternal  cares.  'i  he  shatlow 
ot  death  olten  ilarkenetl  their  home,  for  se\en 
ot  theii'  children  died  betore  reaching  sexen 
years  ot  age.  ( )t  those  who  sur\  i\'ed  are 
Petse\-,  who  was  the  hi'st-boiii  of  the  faniih' 
and  twent)  \  ears  oldei"  than  hei'  brother  Ir\  ing, 
the  w  ite  ot  Judson  Kelle\',  a  tarmer  ol  .MitKlle- 
bur\  ;  Poena,  the  widow  of  Jlowel  [ones, 
also  ol  ,M  idd  lebur\' ;  Ldwin  .S. ,  a  school- 
teacher, a  .Scho(d  Commis^ionei',  aiiil  a  car- 
jjcnler,  ol  the  same  |)lace;  and  lr\ing  P. 
There  is  a  touching  beaut\-  and  pathos  in  the 
life-story  of  the  lather  and  mother,  who  ha\e 
spent  the  sjjring  ami  autumn  of  life  together, 
and  whose  li\es  eiuled  almost  simultaneously. 
I''o|-  man\'  months  Mis.  .Smith  had  been  ill  of 
creejiing  parahsis,  and  wiih-  li\cd  a  <la\  and  a 
half  after  her  husband's  sudden  tle.ith  from 
|)neumonia.  Hoth  bodies  were  buried  in  mie 
gra\e. 

Lwing  H.  .Smith  began  working  out  upon 
a  larm  at  tourteen  \eais  ol  age  —  comi)ensa- 
tion,  six  dollars  per  month  --and  had  an  ami)le 
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(jppdi'tunilN-  of  tL'stiiiij,  Ml'.  C'aincgie' s  theory 
that  " LTt)'  is  ;i  \iiiinL;"  num's  best  legacy." 
The  !)())•  shi)\ve(l  an  i  iidc mi  ilahle  determination 
to  acquire  an  edueat  iiiii  ;  I'nr,  after  studying  in 
the  district  sclimds,  he  entered  tlie  Wyoming 
Academw  ^i\  miles  ili>tanl,  at  first  taking  a 
week's  sui>|)l\'  of  luod  ;il  a  lime  U|)()n  his  arm, 
and  atteruard  uDiking  t\vent\'  hours  a  week 
in  Prufessdr  .Al disc's  garden  tor  his  board, 
between  the  sthool  terms  lie  taught,  which 
was,  perha]is,  the  best  soit  of  education  in 
itself.  At  .Mi(ldlebur\  Academy,  which  was 
one  ol  the  earliest  and  most  popular  schools  oi 
Western  Xew  A'ork,  he  received,  under  Profes- 
sor .Monroe  Weed,  ideas  of  education  and  dis- 
cipline which  weie  of  great  \alue  to  him  in 
after  life.  h'rom  this  acatlemy  many  brave 
soldiers  cnlistetl  in  Xew  ^'oik's  muster  rolls 
during  the  Ci\  il  \\  ai' ;  and  it  was  from  the 
class-rooms  to  tlie  lanks  that  Irving  15.  Smith 
went  when  he  joined  tlie  lughteenth  New 
\'ork  Iiidepenilent  Hatlei'v —  "  Mack's  Plack 
Iloi  se    Halter\"- -  -  in  not    \'et  ha\'ing 

com|)leted  hi^  nineteenth  \ear.  ])nring  his 
one  sear's  ser\ice  he  participated  in  some  of 
the  mililar\'  e\ents  ol  liie  war  in  the  far 
South  --the  capture  ol  .Mobile,  the  siege  of 
S])anish  h'oit,  and  the  capture  of  Fort  i^lakely. 
Alter  receixing  an  honoiable  discharge  at 
Rochestei',  he  enteretl  Hillsdale  College  in 
Michigan  in  the  autumn  of  i  cS66 ;  and  there 
he  remained  until  iSoS.  lie  then  taught  the 
Aliddleburs'  acadenu'  for  three  )ears,  returning 
at  the  end  of  that  time  to  c<illege  with  one 
unshaken  and  inrie.\ible  pui'pose  —  to  win  ii 
diplom.i.  This  end  was  attained  in  1S73,  in 
which  }ear  he  giaduated.  1 1  is  first  work  was 
to  lill  the  pastorate  of  the  l-"ix'e-will  l^aptist 
church  ill  I'ike.  wheie  he  also  became  Princi- 
pal ol  Pike  .Seminar}',  a  [xisition  he  held  for 
eight  )eais,  a  part  of  which  time  he  was  still 
engaged  in  ministerial  work.  lie  was  electetl 
School  Commissioner  of  the  ITrst  District  of 
Wyoming  Count)-  in  iNSi. 

()n  the  3d  of  Deiember,  iSTx),  he  was  united 
in  man  iage  to  Mis-^  Amelia  R.  Miller,  a 
daughter  of  lliram  .Miller.  Mrs.  Smith's 
famil_\-  on  l)oth  sides  belonged  to  the  early  set- 
tlers ot  Middleburw  Iler  mother's  maiden 
name  \\a^  iJeborah   Howes.     The   father  and 


mother  passed  their  nian\'  years  of  married  life 
upon  the  old  farm  on  ".Miller  Hill,"  and  weie 
taken  to  theii-  last  resling-pkue  from  the  old 
homestead  now  owned  by  -Mr.  Smith,  which 
was  bought  from  the  IloUaiul  Compaii)  by- 
Mrs.  Smith's  falhei.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Smith 
ha\X'  losi  two  ehihlien  Xellie  .\melia,  an 
infant;  and  .Mice  J)otl,  a  child  of  two  years. 
'Phe  sui\i\ing  children  are:  .Monr(je  Weed 
Smith,  now  a  student  in  William^,  College, 
class  (jI  iN()3,  a  \'oung  man  of  promise;  l"an- 
nie  Ma_\-,  a  girl  of  elexen  ;  and  li  v  ing  Hlaine, 
a  precocious  little  bo\ ,  wlm  has  as  \'et  only 
counted  three  biitlida\>. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  membei-  (if  (;ibl)s  I'ost, 
Grand  Aiauy  of  the  Republic;  and  Mrs. 
Smith,  a  member  of  the  Relief  C'oips.  They 
attend  church  services  at  tlie  Congregational 
church  of  Waisavv,  where  M.  Weetl  aiul  I-\in- 
nie  are  members,  while  the  parents  hidtl  their 
okl  membership  at  l)ale.  Mr.  Smith  some- 
times V  ield.■^  to  im  itations  to  till  vacant  jnil- 
])its  ot  the  dittereiit  deiioin i nal  ions  of  War.saw 
and  vicinity  when  school  ihities  are  not  too 
press  i  ng. 


-Ye)!-^''^'^^  (^'R" 'SS|-:T'P,  a  retired  drug- 
IjT  gist  of  (ieiieseo,  X.  \'. ,  the  esteemed 
XJf  ^  representative  of  one  of  the  early 
pioneei-,  ol  Livingston  Count\",  was 
born  upon  the  old  familv  homestead,  which  is 
situated  about  one  mile  south  of  the  village, 
October  5,  1S47.  His  fatliei',  John  Cro^sett, 
also  a  native  of  (ieiieseo,  having  been  born 
here  I'ebruary  13,  I  N  1  7,  was  a  son  of  William 
Crossett,  liorn  in  Countv  Antrim,  Ireland,  in 
1763,  who  came  to  America  in  1  7<)4.  He  es- 
talilished  a  stoie  in  (  icneseo  for  the  .sale  of 
general  mei-ch.uidi-e,  and  tradeil  with  the  Ind- 
ians. 

Ml'.  John  Crossett  at  an  earlv  age  became 
a  farmer,  and  after  the  death  of  his  piarents 
retained  for  hiiuself  a  portion  of  the  land  that 
had  belonged  to  them.  At  a  later  i)eriod  he 
inirchased  the  honK-^tead  now  owned  and  occu- 
])ied  bv  his  son,  ami  rcsiiied  here  until  his 
decease,  which  occurred  b'ebi  uarv  II,  I  <Si)0,  at 
the  a-e  ol  seventv-two.  I  he  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Jane  I.eonaid.     She  wa.s  a  nati\e 
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of  Spai't;i ;  and  she  rcart-cl  tlircc  chiKlix^n,  two  j 
of  whom  arc  now  deceased,  she  hcrsidf  d)'iiifj; 
at  tliL-  a,L;c  of   fiftx'  tuc  years.     John  Crossctl 
was  a  niemlier  and  a   l)cacoii  o|   tlic  rrcsl))'tc- 
1  iaii  chun.  h. 

The  ho\hood  of  Idoyd  W.  Crossett  was 
passetl  at  llie  parental  home.  Me  lecoaied  his 
eail\'  les^^ons  at  the  ilistriet  school,  inirsiied 
the  hi-'her  branches  at  Temple  Hill  Academ)', 
ami  between  terms  assisted  his  father  in  the 
work  of  the  farm.  Later  he  continued  his 
studies  for  a  time  at  Ann  .Ailior,  Alich.,  but 
on  lUCount  <il  lailin^;'  health  was  ol)lii;ed 
shorth  to  lelurn  t(i  his  home. 

After  a  season  of  rest,  his  health  ha\in<;" 
im])i'o\ed,  he  pvu'chased  a  drug  store  in  (ien- 
eseo,  and  went  into  business,  taking  as  partner 
a  "entleman  who  liacl  worked  undei"  the  former 
|)roi"irietor  as  a  cleik,  the  firm  being  known  as 
Crossett  Knowles.  About  four  years  latei' 
the  hrm  was  changed  to  Crossett  &  Sherwood  ; 
and  the)'  continued  to  successfully  conduct  the 
store  until  iSSo,  \\lien  Mr.  Sherwood  disjiosed 
of  his  interest  to  Mr.  Crossett,  who  remained 
in  business  alone  for  a  ])eriod  of  ten  )-ears,  re- 
t  i  ring  in  i  890. 

In  iSiSo  Afr.  Crossett  married  Miss  Cath- 
erine Duty,  daughtei-  of  William  Doty,  a  dry- 
goods  merchant,  ami  a  very  prominent  busi- 
ness man  in  Ceneseo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crossett 
ha\-e  one  chiM  -Mary  banma.  Mr.  Crossett 
is  a  member  ot  (ieneseo  Lodge,  No.  21.4, 
A.  V.  &.  A.  M.,  and  takes  much  interest  in 
Masonic  affairs.  lie  is  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, though  libeial  in  his  jiolitical  \dews. 
I  le  attends  the  I'l  esby terian  church,  of  which 
his  wife  is  a  member. 

As  a  business  man,  Mr.  Crossett  has  been 
active  and  painstaking,  and  \er\'  successful, 
serving  the  public  with  a  carefulness  antl 
promptness  that  timid  not  fail  to  give  satisfac- 
tion. 

The  family  has  been  well  and  favorabl)' 
known  in  the  locality  since  1794;  and  I\h". 
Crossett  is  natinally  much  interested  in  the 
preserwit ion  ol  its  record,  as  was  also  his  late 
father,  a  tine  portrait  and  authentic  sketch  of 
whose  career  may  be  found  on  page  404  of 
the  "Livingston  County  History,"  issued  in 
IS  80. 


(i)pr  K{'\)\.1<,  a  vcdunteer  in  the 

LL\  late  war,  who  ro.se  to  the  rank  of  Cap- 
/ J{\  tain,  now  a  thii\ing  larmer  of  tlic 
border  town  ol  Conesu>,  Lix  ingston 
Connt\',  X.\'.,  was  born  in  (inuedand,  near 
the  centre  o|  the  count),  on  November  II, 
1838,  11  is  paternal  grandfather,  Ceorge, 
came  from  (leiinanx',  and  settled  in  renns)l- 
x'ania,  wheie  his  father,  John,  was  born  in 
1802.  |ohn  Kudei",  who  was  a  farmer,  came 
to  S|)ai'ta,  X.\'.,  and  I  rom  there  to  ( 1  rox  eland, 
wlierehe  bought  a  larm  ol  diic  bundled  and 
si\t\  acres  o|  kind,  upon  which  he  li\ed  din- 
ing the  remainder  ol  his  lite.  lie  married 
Miss  Catherine  lau  ish,  of  renns\  1\ ania  ;  and 
six  children  were  born  to  them,  all  of  whom 
are  still  living.  'I'lie  mother  has  completed 
her  eight) -eighth  year. 

Andrew  Kuder,  who  was  the  fouith  child, 
was  educated  in  the  ili'-lrict  scIidoIn  at  Cioxe- 
land  and  the  (ieiiesee  \\'esle\an  Seminar\'  of 
Lima.  .\fter  comiileting  bi^  education,  he 
taught  school  for  one  term  in  Michigan,  and 
tlien  returned  to  New  ^'ork.  hi  1862  be  en- 
listed in  the  ICighth  New  \'ork  \'olunteer 
Ca\alr)'  as  a  pri\ate,  and  was  in  the  bedeial 
service  until  the  clo.se  of  the  Ci\il  War.  An- 
drew Kuder's  militar)'  record  was  a  brilliant 
one,  in  which  his  descendants  ma\'  teel  just 
pride.  lie  fought  throngli  man\-  of  the  most 
imiiortant  battles  of  the  war,  and  was  promoted 
successi \  cd  \'  to  lie  L'orporal,  Sergeant,  I'ii  st 
Lieutenant,  and  Captain.  With  the  last  com- 
mission he  was  disc  li.iiged,  June  27,  1865,  at 
Jvochestei".  lie  was  piesenteil  li\  Congress 
witli  <i  medal  of  honor  foi-  distinguished  l)ra\'- 
er)'  during  the  war.  The  occasiwii  was  his 
capture  of  a  standard  ol  colois  1  rom  a  div  ision 
of  lubal  I'.arh's  laiders  in  the  .Shenaiuloali 
\'alle\'.  I  he  medal  specities  the  \  alorous 
deed  for  which  it  was  awarded,  and  is  es 
teemed  a  lamily  treasure,  one  to  be  cherished 
as  an  heirloom  by  future  generations  of  patri- 
otic Kuders. 

In  the  autumn  of  1865  Cajitain  Kuder 
bought  the  llitcluock  homestead,  aiul  married 
Miss  Mar\'  I..  1  I  itc  hcock,  the  daughter  of 
Hector  ami  Mar\'  (l.oomis)  Hitchcock,  the 
lormer  owners  ol  the  proj)ert)'.  The  Hitch- 
cocks  are  descended  from  three  briilliers,  win) 
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came  from  Wales  to  America  in  1635,  and 
founded  the  town  ol  iuist  lla\en,  Conn.  To 
Captain  and  Alls.  Kutlei"  three  children  have 
heen  hoiii  ■  llalcNone,  Uwi^hl  II.,  antl  Kath- 
erine. 

Captain  Kuder  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
Loilj^e,  Xo.  77.S,  o|  ].i\(]nia  .Station.  lie  is 
also  a  mend)er  ol  Tost  jN-',  Crand  Arm)"  (jf 
the  I\ei)ul)lic,  ol  which  he  lias  been  Com- 
mander, lie  has  always  lieen  a  Democrat  in 
political  creed,  and  cast  his  fust  Presidential 
vote  in  1 860  for  .Stephen  A.  l)ou<i;las.  He 
has  held  the  office  ot  .Assessor  ot  this  town, 
antl  was  I'lesident  of  the  Hemlock  Agricult- 
ural Societ)'  for  two  \ears.  .Shortl)'  after  he 
leturned  from  the  Stirling  scenes  of  warfare, 
with  the  meuKiries  of  drum-heat  and  bugle- 
call,  bivouac  and  march,  still  fresh  in  his 
mind,  he  engageil  in  the  peaceful  pursuits  of 
husbandry,  to  which  he  has  since  continued  to 
tlevote  himself  with  intelligent  and  unwearied 
activit)'.  A  portrait  of  this  true-hearted  son 
of  the  soil,  whose  s[)urs  were  nobly  won  in 
defending  the  L'uion,  will  atliact  the  attention 
of  the  reatler  on  anothei'  page  of  the  "Re- 
view. 


/  ^  II.Hl'k'r  Mh:L\-h;.\,  who  resides  upon 
\  I  a  fine  farm  situated  foui'  miles  west 
ot  .Attica,  in  the  town  of  Hennington, 
was  born  in  .\ew  Hamj)shire,  August  3,  \SiS, 
son  of  Antlrew  li.  Melven,  who  was  born  at 
the  town  of  Cirt)ton,  in  the  same  State,  De- 
cember 13,  I7<S2.  Mr.  Meh'en's  paternal 
grantliiarents,  l-d)ene/er  and  Joanna  (Bailey) 
Meh'en,  were  New  Ham])shire  farmers,  and 
reared  a  \er)-  large  famil\-,  dying  at  a  ripe  (dd 
age. 

Mr.  Melven's  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Nanc)'  Heath,  was  boin  in  New  Hamji- 
shire,  December  20,  1  7.S2.  His  i)arents  were 
married  .September  17,  1806,  and  came  to 
Wayne  Count)'  with  a  famil)-  of  seven  chil- 
tlren  about  the  )ear  1823,  making  the  journe)' 
by  canal  and  team.  Three  )ears  later  thev 
mo\-ed  to  Attica  Centre,  where  they  resided 
three  years,  and  then  mo\etl  to  Hennington  in 
1829,  where  Anilrew  U.  Melven  acquiretl  a 
piece  of  timber  land.     He  was  a  hatter  b)' 


trade,  and  fcjlhjwccl  that  calling  in  his  native 
State.  His  hi-^t  wife  died  .May  8,  1836;  and 
he  was  married  on  .April  22,  1837,  to  his  sec- 
ond, I,\(lia  I'arish,  ikiughtei-  of  John  Howe,  a 
wealth\'  j)ioneer.  Iheie  are  now  two  li\ing 
children  b)  this  marriage  —  John  M.  Mehen, 
a  farmer,  icsiding  at  h"ei"r\',  .Mich.;  and 
Charles  Wellington  .MeKen,  lixdng  in  the 
vicinit\'  of  Hennington. 

Mr.  Mehen  has  but  two  sisters  living — ■ 
Nanc\',  wife  of  hdkanah  Brown,  of  .Attica;  and 
Susan,  widow  of  Harlow  Dudlev,  a  V(dunteei" 
soldier  in  the  Ci\il  War,  who,  after  serving 
about  eighteen  months  and  jiassing  through 
several  battles,  dietl  of  disease  at  Chattanooga, 
and  fills  an  unknown  gra\e.  He  was  a  true 
patriot,  ha\ing  at  the  call  of  countr)'  left  his 
wife  and  three  chiKlren,  who  now  leceive  the 
very  meagre  sum  of  one  hundreil  dollars  per 
year  in  return  for  a  life  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  devoted  to  their  support.  Mr.  Mel- 
ven hail  one  other  brother,  Rodne\',  a  carriage- 
makei',  blacksmith,  and  hotel-kee]jer  at 
Howell,  .Mich.,  who  dietl  March  30,  1872. 
Their  father,  .Andrew  B.  Mehen,  successfully 
conducted  a  farm  of  hfty  acies,  and  died  June 
5,  1850,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  )'ears. 

Gilbert  Ziehen  attended  the  district  schools, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  commenced  life 
for  himself  bv  working  at  the  cooper's  trade 
and  farming.  .A  year  or  two  later  he  pur- 
chased a  [lart  ot  his  present  farm,  consisting" 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres,  with  a 
small  clearing  and  a  log  house.  On  July  4, 
1854,  he  married  Miss  hlmeline  h'enton, 
daughter  of  .Stephen  Fenton,  of  Delaware 
C(nnity.  .She  died  about  two  )'ears  after  mar- 
riage, lea\  i";g  one  daughter,  Li  Hie  Amanda, 
who  cdso  died,  at  tlie  age  of  eight  \'eais.  Mi-. 
Mehen  married  for  his  second  wife  Bhebe 
Ann  l'"enton,  a  sifter  of  his  tir^t  wife.  .Mi', 
and  I\Irs.  Melven  lost  their  fii'st  two  children 
—  Willie  (j.,  at  the  age  of  six;  and  laneline 
A.,  al  the  age  of  three  )'eai"s.  Iheii"  living 
children  are  as  follows:  .Andrew  B. ,  now  a 
farnu/r,  residing  near  his  i)arents,  ha\ing  a 
wife  ami  the  childien;  Ida,  wife  of  (ieorge 
h'rounick,  a  farmer  in  the  \  icinit\,  ami  ha\  ing 
three  children;  Darwin  .S. ,  a  farmer  in  Ben- 
nington, who  has  a  wife  and  two  children;  and 
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OiM  Luella,  a  lad)',  residing  at  Iidiik', 

will)  is  an  aei  iinipl  islud  and  skilful  nuisic- 
teachci'. 

Mr.  Alilvcn  is  an  extensive  land-hoklcr, 
DU'ning  fiiur  iiiu-  lainis,  aggregating:;  f\vr  liun- 
dred  at.jes,  uliieli  are  mcaipied  by  hinisidt  and 
his  ehildreii.  W  lim  lie  puicliased  hi-,  first 
faian  in  ]S4(j,  one  hinidied  and  thirty  acres, 
he  staited  with  ti\'e  dull, us.  ills  home  farm 
consists  ol  aljonl  one  hundred  antl  ninety  acres, 
all  of  which  is  lillalde  willi  the  exception  of 
about  th i rt)'  ac  ICS.  W  lu-n  he  came  iiito  pos- 
session of  it,  there  were  hut  ten  acres  c  leared. 
Mr,  Mehen  elected  hi^  large  and  wrll-a[)- 
poiiited  barn,  which  i^  lorty  by  eight)'  feet, 
wilii  twenl)-foot  po>ts  and  stunu  basenii  rit,  in 
ICS93.  The  fine  new  residence  occupied  b)' 
his  son  Andrew  wa-.  built  in  18S4;  and  in 
l8<S6  was  put  np  a  new  and  commodious  barn, 
I  ^  f(jrty  1))'  se\ent)'  feet.  '1  he  Ijiiildings  upon  all 
■  '  his  farms  ha\e  been  erected  by  liimself,  and 
are  substantial  and  in  good  repair.  Mr.  Mel- 
\'en  pa)'s  special  attention  to  dairy  larming. 
r'rom  ten  to  twehe  tows  are  kept  at  his  home 
farm,  and  a  like  number  at  the  other.^.  He 
has  been  exteiisisel)'  engaged  in  sheep-raising, 
ha\  ing  as  many  as  fi\e  (jr  six  hundred  at  one 
time. 

,  Mr.  Mehen  is   thoroiiglily  acquainted  with 

agriculture  in  all  its  branches,  and  has  made  it 
a  pronounced  sutce-,^.  lie  is  small  in  slatui'e, 
but  .-ilrong  and  active,  having  worked  hard 
during  his  whoh-  life.  He  lias  (nvned  other 
farms,  and  dealt  considerably  in  real  estate,  but 
has  realized  the  most  of  his  wealth  b)'  steady 
and  unceasing  toil.  In  jiolitics  he  is  a  Ke- 
publican,  but  has  not  sought  C)fficial  notoriety, 
being  a  lesideiit  of  a  Democratic  town.  He 
is  not  a  member  of  an)'  church,  biit  attends 
and  assists  in  the  support  ol  tlie  Methcjdi ->ts. 


ACOH  .Sfl'I.L  r}ALl.:,\TINI':  is  a 
prominent  1  iti/eii  ol  Lima,  Livingston 
County,  .\.\'.,  but  was  born  in  Rush 
township,  Monroe  ("ounty,  on  August 
I  J,  1835,  not  long  before  the  Seminoh-  War 
in  I'lorida.  His  fatlier,  Jc^hn  Galentine,  a 
native  of  Monroe  Ccninty,  then  ( Ontario 
County,  born  1803,  during  the  war  with  Tri- 


poli, was  a  leading  man  in  Mcmroe  County  li;r 
mail)  years,  serving  as  Justice  of  Peace  and 
Heputy  .Slieiilf.  In  earl)'  life  he  woi'ked  on  a 
larm,  but  later  liel|<ed  to  construct  the  J'!rie 
Canal.  His  wife  was  Isabel  .Stull,  daughter 
of  Jacub  .Stull,  one  ol  the'  earliest  settlers  of 
W'eslcan  New  Vork.  Her  brother,  John  I'. 
.Stull,  was  distinguished  as  being  the  first 
white  child  born  cjast  oi  the'  (jcnescx-  River, 
in  what  was  then  ()nlaiio  Count)'.  .Mr.  and 
.Mrs.  John  C'lleiitine  had  lour  (hihhen  ■ 
I'Mwin  J.,  .Augusta  Jane,  .Mai)',  and  Jaeob  .S., 
our  subject.  ]'~dwin  (ialentiiie  resides  in 
Roehcster,  X.Y.  ALu)'  Cialeiiline  is  the: 
widow  of  the  Rev.  l'"raiik  Leiiner,  and  resides 
at  Jordan,  (  )noiidag'a  Couniy.  .Augusta  (ial- 
entiiie married  (ieiieral  H.  .S.  JLill,  who  lost 
an  arm  in  the  service  of  his  country  at  the 
siege  of  i'etersbuig  during  the  Civil  War; 
and  the)'  now  reside  at   Lawrence,  Kan. 

Jacob  .Stull  Caleiitiiie  was  educated  at  the 
district  schoid  in  IxUsh  and  at  the  (jene.-iee 
\Vesle)'an  .Seminary  oi  Lini<i.  He  became  a 
teacher  in  .Michigan  at  the  age  ol  seventeen, 
ami  taught  in  Ru.ih  two  terms.  Li  1862  he 
enlisted  in  the  (hie  Hundred  and  Tliirty-sixth 
New  York  Inlanti)'  as  a  private,  but  was  jjro- 
nioted  to  be  ' Juarterniaster  of  the  regiment, 
and  detached  fiom  field  service  to  take  charge 
of  the  transportation  of  troops  at  Nashville, 
Teiin.  He  was  discharged  September  16, 
1865,  at  Rochester,  having  served  in  a  num- 
ber ol  battle>,  inLludiiig  second  LreiUrieks- 
burg.  Chancel  lorsvil  le,  (iettysburg,  Lookout 
i\L)untain  and  .\Lssion  Ridge,  Resaca,  and 
Atlanta.  John  (jahntine  died,  aged  sixty- 
eight,  in  I  87  I.  In  1854  Mr.  Jacob  S.  (jalen- 
tine  married  for  his  first  wife  .Anna  (,';rlligan, 
of  Toledo,  Oiiio.  .She  died  in  1870;;  and  two 
children,  Lsabel  and  John,  both  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen.  His  second  wife  was  Mary 
Ccnich,  a  native:  cT  .Steuben  C'minty,  New 
Vork,   who  died   in  1886. 

Mr.  fi.ilentine  certainl)'  has  the  entire  con- 
fidence ol  the  people,  having  been  an  olfice- 
liolder  for  twenty-four  years,  serving  as 
Justice  (jf  J'eace,  Assessor,  and  Supervisfjr. 
He  is  a  member  of  Union  Masonic  Lodge, 
No.  45,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  Lewis  Gates  I'ost,  of  Hon- 
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eoye  I'alls.  In  politics  iMr.  Galentine  was 
a  Democrat  until  Clcx-chuKl's  second  term, 
when  he  became  a  Ivepuhlican,  and  has  since 
voted  with  that  ])art}-.  He  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Stephen  A.  Douglas  in 
i860.  Our  subject's  pio.^perity  has  partly 
arisen  from  his  ap[)ieciat ion  of  what  the  great 
Roman  philosopher  and  em[)eror,  Marcus  Au- 
relius,  has  said  :  — 

"Forward,  as  occasion  offers.  Never  look 
around  to  see  wluithei'  any  >hall  note  it.  Be 
satisfied  with  succe^s  in  e\'en  the  smallest 
matter,  and  think  that  even  such  a  result  is 
no  trifle." 


AME-S  W.  IYb:S,  a  miller  and  at  one 
time  merchant  of  the  village  of  Java, 
N.V.,  was  born  at  Strykersville  in 
1837.  Dr.  James  Ives,  the  father  of 
James  \V.,  was  born  in  \'ermont  in  18 10, 
from  which  State  his  father  moved  about  the 
year  1820  to  Aurora,  Erie  County,  N.Y., 
where  he  was  a  ])rominent  business  man. 
The  grandparents,  James  and  Lucy  (Brewer) 
Ives,  reared  three  sons  and  as  many  daugh- 
ters, who  all  grew  to  maturity,  and  became 
heads  of  familich  in  tuin.  Neither  the  grand- 
father n(jr  the  grandmother  lived  to  be  old, 
the  former  d)'ing  in  the  vigor  of  manhood  in 
1828,  and  the  latter  following  in  1830.  Dr. 
Ives  married  i\Iiss  Alary  Metcalf  Woods. 
This  lady  was  left  an  orphan  in  her  early 
childhood,  and  was  adojited  by  the  Rev.  Whit- 
man Metcalf,  by  whom  she  was  educated  in 
Massachusetts.  .She  be'canie  a  teacher  after- 
wartl,  as  her  husl^and  was  also,  so  that  Mr. 
James  W.  Ives  may  lay  claim  to  a  double 
heredity  of  intelligence.  Di.  Ives  died  in 
1879,  and  his  widow  in  1884.  They  left 
three  children  — James  W.  Ives,  of  this  biog- 
raphy, and  two  ilaughters  —  Amelia,  now  Mrs. 
A.  Pease,  of  Strykersville;  and  Loraine,  the 
wife  of  Mr.  I^.  b'ox,  of  \orth  Java. 

James  W.  hes  received  liis  education  in 
the  olil  Middlebury  Academy  and  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Rochester,  and  taught  school  for 
a  year  after  finishing  his  collegiate  course. 
His  natural  tastes  inclinetl  him  to  the  free- 
tlom  and  independence  of  country  life,  so  he 


became  a  farmer  and  miller,  which  double 
vocation  he  has  followed  for  thirty  years.  In 
1 861  antl  in  1863  he  was  dratted  for  army  ser- 
vice, but  failed  to  [lass  the  medical  examina- 
tion to  which  all  recruits  were  subjected.  In 
1 861  he  was  married  to  Miss  Helen  Richartl- 
son,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Charles  Riehardstni,  of 
Strykersville.  In  1871  he  was  left  a  widower 
with  three  chiklren Glenna.  who  married 
Mr.  Charles  Lewis,  of  Rochester,  and  is  the 
mother  of  one  son;  Charles  Ives,  as  )'et  un- 
married, and  living  in  Rochester;  and  Wini- 
fred, whose  life  lasted  onl)'  sixteen  years. 
Two  years  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr. 
Ives  was  married  to  her  niece,  Miss  P^'ances 
Richardson.  PMve  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  all  but  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy; 
and  the  father  was  a  second  time  bereaved  of 
his  eldest  daughter,  Mary,  whose  brief  course 
of  fifteen  )'ears  was  the  pathetic  repetition  of 
the  story  of  a  short  life,  her  death  on  June 
20,  1892,  recalling  the  similar  bereavement 
of  his  first  marriage. 

Mr.  Ives's  popularity  in  the  county  has  been 
manifested  by  the  large  majority  of  votes  he 
has  received  when  he  has  been  candidate  for 
office.  In  1874  and  1875  1^^'  'i*-''''  the  office  of 
Supervisor,  and  is  now  serving  a  fourth  term 
as  County  Superintendent  of  the  Poor.  His 
majority  at  the  election  of  1894  was  twenty- 
four  hundred,  one  of  the  largest  ever  carried 
in  the  county.  Pie  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church  of  Java,  formerly  of  the  Bap- 
tist church  of  Strykersville,  and  was  clerk  of 
it  for  twentv  )'ears.  He  is  also  serving  as 
Secretary  and  'Pi'casurer  of  the  State  Conven- 
tion of  Count)'  Superintendents  of  the  Poor, 
to  which  office  he  has  been  unanimously 
electcfl  for  fi\e  successive  years. 


P.ORGL  GILL  FOWLl'R,  of  Dans- 
\  '5  I  xdlle,  an  enterprising  and  successful 
dealer  in  dr)'  gootls.  is  a  native  of 
Livingston  Count)',  having  been  born  in 
Springwater,  Sei:)tember  4,  1857.  His  father, 
Thomas  M.  Prowler,  was  born  in  1823  at  Gor- 
ham,  where  his  grandfather,  who  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  had  come  as  a  pioneer.  lie 
settled  upon   a   tract    of   land,   where   he  re- 
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mained  for  a  time,  and  then  went  with  his 
son,  Thomas  M.,  to  Si)rini;-\vatci-,  in  whicli 
phicc  the)'  ci'ccted  a  tioiir  and  saw  inill,  which 
he  oiKTated  until  his  decease,  at  the  ajj;e  of 
eighty.  He  reared  a  taniily  of  four  children, 
all  of  whom  are  now  dead. 

Thomas  I'\)\\  ler  was  educated  at  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  the  seminary  at  Lima.  At 
the  age  of  t went}-! liree  he  entered  the  mill- 
ing business  at  Springwater,  where  he  became 
a  very  prominent  man,  continuing  to  reside 
there,  carr)  ing  on  a  mill  and  a  foundry  until 
1 86/.  lie  then  went  to  Waylantl,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  i)roduce  business,  and  later 
conducted  a  milling  business  at  Perkinsville, 
N.Y.  In  1875  he  came  to  Dansville,  and, 
with  his  son,  the  subjcLt  of  this  sketch,  to 
assist  him.  bought  out  the  mercantile  business 
of  M.  O.  Austin.  Here  he  remained- until  he 
died.  In  1S71  and  iS/.'  he  was  one  of  the 
representati\'es  from  Steuben  County  to  the 
legislature,  and  held  the  office  of  Supervisor 
of  Springwater  during  the  war.  He  was  a 
stanch  Republican  and  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian churcli.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  was  Harriet  I^verett.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  I3ought(m  l^verett,  of  Herkimer  County, 
who  was  a  county  judge  (or  many  }'ears  and  a 
very  prominent  man  in  that  section,  being 
very  po[)ular  antl  a  leatier  among  the  people. 
His  time,  when  not  required  by  his  office,  was 
passed  upon  his  farm.  Harriet,  Mrs.  Fordes, 
was  one  of  three  daughters.  One  of  her  sis- 
ters, who  became  Mrs.  J.  G.  Day,  of  I  lion,  is 
now  li\-ing.  The  other,  Mrs.  John  Sanders, 
of  Portland,  Ore.,  died  some  years  ago. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  'Phomas  M.  Prowler  reared 
seven  children,  all  but  one  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, namely:  Charles.  II.,  a  commission  mer- 
chant of  Paterson,  N.J.  ;  Thomas  P.,  a 
physician  at  Cohocti)n,  N.Y.;  George  Gill, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  M.  H.  h\)wler,  of 
the  Dansville  Brccr^c;  Mrs.  B.  J.  Smith,  of 
Salamanca;  and  Helen  M.,  who  married 
Dr.  George  II.  Cutter,  a  dentist,  of  Victor. 
The  mother  is  still  li\ing,  and  resides  with 
her  son  George,  haxing  reached  the  age  oi 
seventy.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church. 

George  Gill  Fow  ler  received  his  elementary 


education  in  the  district  schools,  and  after- 
wartl  attended  suceessi\-el)-  the  Lima  Semi- 
nary, the  l)an.s\ille  .Seminar)'.  He  was 
engagetl  as  clerk  with  lii:^  falhei"  for  fi\e  )'eais, 
and  was  then  admiiteel  as  partner.  .After  his 
father's  death  he  purcliLised  in  .Se[_)tendjer, 
1894,  his  mother's  intere.Nt;  and  now  the 
business  is  conducted  under  the  name  of 
G.  (j.  P'owler.  The  ])re>ent  st(jre  was  for- 
merly occu[)ied  b)'  W.  'P.  .S[)innig,  a  sketch  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr. 
P^iwler  carries  one  of  the  largest,  most  varied, 
and  complete  line  of  goods  in  the  count)'. 

In  1894  Mr.  P^iwler  married  Ada  Prentiss, 
daughter  of  IIar\ey  Prentiss,  of  PPn'nellsx  ille. 
Her  father  is  an  extensive  farmer  and  a  \'ery 
prominent  man  in  the  above-nameil  town, 
where  he  has  been  Supervisor  for  several 
terms.  I\Irs.  Ada  P.  h'owler  is  a  most  esti- 
mable lady,  and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  which  her  luisband  attends.  Mr. 
Prowler  is  a  suiJjiorter  of  the  Republican  part)'. 
He  is  in  ever)'  way  a  leader  among  the  young 
business  men  of  Dansville,  enterprising,  ener- 
getic, far-sighted,  and  e.xceeclingl)'  popular, 
with  a  bright  outlook  befiu'e  him. 


7^larp:ncp:  p:.  griggs,  m.d.,  phy- 

I  sician   and   surgeon   at    Strykers\'i  1  le 

\U  for  the  past  fourteen  years,  was 
born  at  Concorclia,  Mead  Comit)', 
K)'.,  P\'bruary  6,  1847.  His  father,  Da\id 
Griggs,  was  born  in  \'erm(,)nt  in  L^OT^  ^^'""-1 
was  taken  while  an  infant  by  his  parents, 
Ichaboil  and  ferusha  Griggs,  to  (Jtsego 
Count)',  New  \'ork,  the  journe)'  lieing  made 
with  an  o.\  team. 

David  Griggs  was  the  third  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren, nine  of  whom,  three  sons  and  si.\  daugh- 
ters, attained  full  age.  Chie  of  these,  Mrs. 
Marilla  Ralhluirn,  is  now  li\'ing  at  .Spring- 
field, ()tsego  County. 

David  was  educateil  at  P'airfield  College, 
anti  studied  medicine  with  ohl  Dr.  White, 
whose  Christian  name  was  Janus.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  he  st.iited  on  horseback  lor 
the  South,  making  his  first  stop  at  P'ledonia, 
Ind.,  and  while  there  re[iresented  the  ilistiict 
at  the  State  legislature  two  terms.     He  mar- 
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ricd  the  wiilow  Atkinson  (born  Staples),  of 
]'ctersl)urL;-,  \'a.,  witli  whom  he  went  to  Con- 
conlia,  Ky.,  where  she  nwiKd  a  phiiitat ion 
and  ■  lew  shives.  Se\'eii  ehihh'en  were  horn 
to  them,  li\-e  sons  ami  two  chuighters,  as  fol- 
lows: Albert,  who  dieil  in  his  youth;  Mi- 
randa, who  al:>o  tlied  )  ()uni; ;  Alon/o,  a 
carpenter  \)y  trade  and  a  C  aptain  in  the  h\'d- 
cral  army,  d}-ini;-  Maieii  4,  1S61,  on  his 
twent\-first  l)iithda\';  Xalhan,  a  farmer  in 
Mississippi  Count}',  Mi^-souri,  who  has  a  fam- 
ily, served  in  the  Confederate  army  as  recruit- 
ing officer;  Clarence  1'].,  tfie  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Lev'^nitia,  wife;  ot  Stephen  Smith,  a 
farmer  in  Java,  N.\',  ha\  inL;' nine  children  ;  and 
James,  who  died  in  infanc)-.  The  father  died 
at  Concordia,  K\-.,  in  1.S55,  and  tlie  mother 
in  i860,  past  middle  lile.  The  Kentucky 
property  tiepi'eciated  in  value  thiring  the  war. 

Clarence  M.  Gri;j,'L;"s  parsed  his  boyliood  on 
the  plantation,  his  on]\-  playmates  bcini; 
youn^-  ccdored  children.  1  le  was  educateil  at 
Beech  Grove  Acadeni)',  anil  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  entered  the  Loui.s\  ille  Uni\'ersity, 
having  been  apijoinled  to  a  scholarship  in  the 
medical  department  1)\  J.  I'roctor  Nott.  In 
1863,  on  account  ol  the  war,  he  was  sent 
North  to  Concord,  laic  County,  N.V.  In 
1865  he  retuined  to  JSeech  (iro\'e  Academ\' 
in  Kentuck)'.  He  taught  school  one  term  in 
Concordia,  and  alx)  practised  medicine  in 
Kentucky  and  Indiana,  jxirt  of  the  time  with 
his  father's  old  partner,  l)r.  llawn,  who  was 
a  sui'geou  under  Ceneial  nenjaudn  Hutler  at 
New  (Jrleans.  At  the  tiine  of  his  tleath, 
in  1876,  Dr.  llawn  was  Secretary  of  .State  in 
Indiana.  Having  completed  his  studies  in 
1S80,  Dr.  (iriggs  with  his  wife  and  two  chil- 
dren came  to  .Str)  kei"s\  i lie,  where  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Dr.  John  W'ockner,  which 
continued  f(ir  eiglit  }  uars,  nr  till  the  death  of 
Dr.  W'ockner.  In  |N<)^  Dr.  (iriggs  formed 
another  partnership  with  Dr.  I'domholzer,  of 
German}',  a  sketch  ol  wliom  appears  elsewhere 
in  thi^  work.  Di'.  Giiggs  was  a  patient  of 
liis  partner,  suffering  I  mm  an  abscess  upon 
the  li\er,  complicated  with  pneumonia,  from 
March  until  Ma}-,  1S93.  During  this  time 
his  life  hung  in  the  balance,  and  his  case  was 
undei-  a  council  of  pli}sicians  from  Buffalo. 


In  Jnne,  1872,  he  married  in  I\Iead  County, 
Kentucky,  .Mi^s  Kliska  R.  I'ullinwider,  of  that 
count}',  and  daughter  oi  Rice  l'"u  1 1  i  n  w  ider,  ol 
Meado  County,  Keiituck},  .son  ol  IIenr\'  hdil- 
linwider,  of  Gcrmanv.  Dr.  and  .Mrs.  Griggs 
have  live  children  li\  ing,  and  mourn  the  loss 
of  a  son,  wIki  died  in  infancy.  Martha  I'~., 
the  eldest  ilaughter,  who  is  a  pre)fessional 
nurse  in  Dr.  Alann's  hospital,  a  private  in- 
stitution 'It  Buffalo,  was  educated  at  the 
Fredonia  Noinial  Sclund.  Nannie,  a  \'ery 
bright  and  intelligent  }'oung  lad}',  possessing 
more  than  urdinar}'  talent,  is  at  the  lUiffalo 
Mute  Institute.  I'iie  others  are:  David  R., 
an  intelligent,  interesting  little  man  of  nine 
years:  Nellie,  aged  six  years;  and  Carlisle 
C,  ;iged  lour  }ears. 

Dr.  (iriggs  is  a  Chapter  Mason,  and  his 
father  was  far  ad\anced  in  the  ordei'.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  aiul  has  ser\'ed  cnie 
term  as  Su|)ervisor. 

He  puichased  his  fine  residence  and  office 
of  his  former  jiartner,  who  clied  a  short  time 
alter  completing  its  erection.  He  owns  the 
land  and  buiUlings  situatetl  opposite  his  resi- 
dence autl  occui)ied  as  a  hardware  store  and 
post-oflice,  being  himsell  priipriclt)r  of  the 
foi'mer.  He  also  owns  pi'opert}'  at  Toua- 
wanda.  The  metlieal  firm  of  (fiiiggs  i!s:  I'dom- 
holzer  ha\'e  a  large  practice  in  Wyoniing  and 
adjoining  counties;  and  this,  in  connection 
with  his  private  business,  occujiies  his  time 
C(;mpletely,  causing  Dr.  (iriggs  to  be  a  very 
bus}'  man. 


YT?)  IIA\DI:.\  HCMI'llklA',  a  baid^er 
I JT  in  Warsaw,  X.\'.,  was  boi'ii  in  .Slud- 
J.  Ij;  '  ^  don,  January  22,  i>^^o.  son  of  Les- 
ter II.  and  Hainiah  (  Blakeley) 
Humplirc}'.  His  grandfather,  Theophilus 
IIuni])hi'r}',  a  natixe  <if  Connecticut,  came  \.o 
Sheldon  fi'oni  that  .State  in  1 N 1 S,  nioxing 
his  tamil\'  and  goods  by  team.  His  wife, 
Cynthia  IIa\'den,  was  the  mother  of  seventeen 
childi'i.n,  all  ol  whom,  with  one  exception, 
giew  up  to  maturit\.  Theophilus  Humphrey 
was  by  trade  a  tanner  and  curlier;  and,  as 
his  sons  grew  u]),  he  took  them  into  part- 
nership with   him,  establishing  quite  an  ex- 
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tL-nsivc  business  in  the  course  of  time  in  tlie 
locality  known  therealter  as  Humphrey's  Hol- 
lu\v.  All  ol  these  children  married  and  be- 
came heaths  of  families  except  one  daughter, 
Electa,  \vh(j  dietl  at  sixteen.  The  onl\  sur- 
vivin_L;'  one  is  Nelson  Humphrey,  the  young'est 
born,  now  an  (dtl  man  of  se\'enty,  living  in 
Le  Roy,  111.  Mrs.  C)'nthia  Humphrc)  died 
at  ab(nit  sixty-hve  years  of  age,  and  her  hus- 
baml  was  again  married.  He  outlivcil  his 
second  wife,  dying  in  1S51,  aged  sevent)-five. 

Lester  ila\den  Hum[)hrey,  son  of  Theoph- 
ilus,  was  born  in  Simsbury,  Conn.,  December 
28,  1799.  He  mairied  Hannah  Blakeley,  a 
daughter  of  iJeacDU  James  and  Huldah  (  Haw- 
le\  )  Hlakeley,  of  Aurora,  Kric  County,  X.V., 
her  mother  being  a  native  of  Greene  County. 
Mrs.  Hum[)hrey,  wluj  was  brought  as  a  small 
child  to  J'"rie  County,  remembers  distinctly 
when  there  were  only  three  houses  in  the  city 
of  Buffalo,  just  after  the  burning  of  that  town 
by  the  i"'rench  and  Indians  in  1812.  Her 
marriage  to  Mr.  Humphrey  was  solemnized  on 
the  5th  of  July,  1827.  Tlie  young  couple 
lived  for  a  number  of  \ears  in  Sheldon,  where 
Mr.  Humphrc)'  became  a  large  land  owner, 
and  conducted  the  lai  gest  tannery,  harness  ami 
shoe  manufactory  in  that  section.  His  career 
was  one  which  gradually  developed  from  small 
beginnings  to  what  seemcil  in  those  eai'l}'  days 
to  be  large  ends;  and  those  who  knew  him 
and  a  younger  brothei",  a  pedler  of  N'ankee 
clocks  through  the  ruial  districts  of  New 
York  anil  Penns\l van ia,  noted  with  astnnish- 
ment  and  commeiulat  ion  the  success  which 
attendetl  their  eUnrts.  Lester  moved  to  War- 
saw in  1866,  and  engaged  in  tanning"  antl  in 
the  leather  trade  until  1870,  when  he  retired 
from  business.  Mr.  Hum|)hrey  was  firm  in 
the  taith  ol  his  father.^,  who  tor  several  gener- 
ations on  both  sides  were  Heacons  in  the 
Conifregational  church.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  that  church  both  in  Sheldon  and 
Warsaw.  He  tlied  on  the  14th  of  December, 
1884,  lacking  only  a  foitnight  of  eighty-five 
vears. 

Mr.  L.  Ha)'den  Hum[)hre)'  is  the  youngest 
of  five  chililren,  the  others  born  to  TheophiUis 
and  his  wife  being  Harriet,  wife  of  the  Hon. 
Orange  L.  Tozier,  residing"  on  the  old  homc- 


steatl  ill  .Sheldon;  .Samuel  H.,  a  farmer  of 
Warsaw  and  .Super\'isor  ol  the  t(A\  ii  ;  Electa, 
widow  of  y\sa  Baldwin,  li\ing  in  Lockijort; 
Miner\'a,  the  wife  ol  Charles  A.  Kelhr^g,  of 
Carthage,  Mo.  At  thirteen  years  (;f  age  L. 
Hayden  Himi[)hrey  left  the  district  school, 
and  entered  the  acadeui)  at  Arcade,  trom 
which  institution  he  came  to  Warsaw,  wheie 
at  se\enteen  )'ears  of  age  he  finished  his 
course  of  stuily.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
engageil  in  the  leather  trade,  in  which  he  was 
reasonably  successful,  and  which  he  sold  out 
in  1872,  to  accept  a  i:)osition  in  the  W)oming 
Count)'  National  Bank.  This  bank  was  fir.it 
established  in  1851  b)'  Joshua  IL  Darling, 
and  in  1865  was  reorgan i/etl  as  a  national 
bank.  In  January,  1873,  Mr.  Humi)hrey  was 
elected  Vice-President,  antl  from  that  time 
until   1888  he  was  its  executive  officer. 

In  1885  he  became  associated  with  W.  C 
Goninlock  in  the  manufacture  of  salt  at  War- 
saw. In  1887  salt  was  tliscovered  in  Kansas. 
Believing  that  this  tliscovery  was  bound  to 
revolutionize  the  salt  tratle  of  Kansas  and 
other  trans-Missouri  States,  Goninlock  and 
Hum[)hrey  promi)tly  decidetl  to  erect  a  salt 
l^lant  at  Hutchinson,  a  pi'osperous  city  in 
Central  Kansas.  This  industr}",  establisheil 
first  b\-  them  in  1888,  has  grown  so  that  now 
Kansas  ranks  next  to  New  "\"ork  and  Michigan 
in  the  amount  of  salt  prt)duced,  the  present 
annual  output  being  nearl\'  one  million  bar- 
rels. In  1888  Mr.  Humphrey  resigiietl  his 
position  in  the  bank  at  Warsaw  to  tievote  him- 
self more  closel)'  to  his  salt  interests;  and  lor 
two  years  thereafter  he  spent  fully  one-half  of 
his  time  in  Kansas,  he  ha\"ing  special  charge 
ol  t'lat  branch  ol  the  firm's  inisiness  until  it 
was  sold  out  in  1890.  (  )n  January  22,  189c:), 
his  tortieth  birthday,  Mr.  Humphrey  was 
elected  President  of  the  Wyoming  Counts"  Na- 
tional Bank,  to  succeeil  his  uncle,  Wtdcott  J. 
IIumphre\",  tleceasecl.  This  pt)sition  he  has 
since  held.  In  I  89  I  Mr.  I  lumphrey  disposed 
of  a  portion  of  his  salt  interests  in  Waisaw; 
antl  in  iSc^^  his  coixirtnersh  i  j)  with  Dr. 
Cioninlock  was  dissolvetl,  Mr.  Humphrey  re- 
tiring froni  the  firm.  Previous  to  this  he  be- 
came associate'tl  with  .Marcus  E.  Calkins  in 
the  erection  of  a  salt  plant   at   Pavilion  in 
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Genesee  County,  to  which  business  he  now 
devotes  a  portion  i)t  liis  time. 

Mr.  1 1 uni|)!ii-e_v  was  married  May  i8,  1875, 
to  Miss  Maud  Wilton  .Skinner,  of  Ouincy, 
111.,  a  dau<;hter  of  Judj^e  O.  C.  Skinner,  who 
was  a  contempoi-ary  on  the  Circuit  Court  with 
Abraham  Lincidn,  of  whom  he  was  a  close 
friend.  Mrs.  Ilumphrcy  was  educated  at 
Knox  Colleg-e,  (ialesburi;,,  ill.,  and  at  Ivy 
Ilall,  Bridgeton,  X.J.  She  is  the  mother  of 
three  chiUlren:  Onias  Skinner  Humphrey,  a 
young  felhiw  of  eii^htcen,  who  is  at  Andover, 
Mass.,  prepaiin;;  fur  Cdrnell,  which  he  enters 
in  1S95;  I'di/abcth,  a  ,i;iil  of  fifteen,  jirepar- 
iu"'  for  colleiic  under  a  tutoi';  and  Maud,  who 
is  just  eight  yeais  oKl. 

Mr.  Ilumphre\'  has  ne\er  been  a  candidate 
for  anil  has  ne\er  held  an  elective  office;  but 
he  is  an  earnest,  acti\e,  aggressive  Republi- 
can, who  believes  thoroughly  in  the  principles 
of  his  i)art\-,  and  who  is  always  found  in  the 
tliick  of  the  fight  for  its  candidates.  For  four 
)'ears  he  has  been  cliairman  of  the  Republican 
Countv  Central  Committee,  and  during  that 
time  no  Demociat  can  l)oasl  of  having  been 
elected  to  an  ollice  in  Wyoming  County.  He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  Re|)ublican  National 
Convention  in  I1SS8,  which  nominated  l^enja- 
min  Harrison  for  Presitlent.  Mr.  Humphrey 
is  genial,  social,  and  unostentatious.  He  is 
an  excellent  judge  of  char.icler  and  a  man  of 
unusual  executive  ability. 


TTAlIARl.l'.S  '!'.  HliU^l.b;  is  an  influen- 
I  tial     citi/en     of     Lima,  Livingston 

\U         Counts,    .\.\'.     lie   WLis    born  am! 

etluialed,    howc\ei',    in   luist  Bloom- 
field,  NA'.,  hisadxent  into  this  world  occur 
idng  on  August  uj,  1 

11  is  giamlfather  was  Joseph  Dibble,  who 
came  troui  Connecticut  to  this  part  of  the 
banpire  State  in  1803,  accompanied  by  his  wife 
antl  six  children,  and  bringing  his  gootls  in  an 
ox  team.  rhe\-  settled  in  iCast  Bloonifield, 
bu\ing  eights-  acres  of  wild  laud.  The  usual 
log  house  w.is  speediL'  throw  n  u[) ;  and,  as  the 
new'-coiuer  was  a  coopei',  his  trade  enaldetl  him 
to  add  substantiall V  to  the  family  income. 
There  he  lived  all  the  rest  of  his  days,  indus- 


trious and  happ\',  <lying  at  the  age  (jf  sevent)'- 
I  six,  in  i8;r),  basing  been  Ijorn  in  1  7G0.  1  lie 
six  Hibble  children  bm  n  in  Connecticut  \sei-e 
.Spencer,  (  )sborne,  Ibu.ice,  Alanson,  I'olly, 
and  (ieorge  Diblile;  but  the  ses'enth,  Ral|)h 
Dibble,  svas  born  in  the  nesv  houie. 

The  sixth  of  these  children  ssas  the  father  of 
our  sjK'cial  subject.  (Ieorge  L.  Dibble  was 
a  babe  at  the  time  of  the  familv  remos'al  from 
Connecticut.  His  schooling  was  therefore  re- 
ceived in  the  piimitive  schooLhouse  of  luist 
Bloomfiekl;  and  he  naturall)'  gresv  u])  a  suc- 
cessful farmer,  a  | )iotessi( jii  he  ne\'er  relin- 
quislied.  He  and  four  of  his  tise  binthers, 
there  being  onls'  one  girl  in  the  houselndtl, 
lived  and  worked  in  luist  Bloiimfield  till  each 
was  able  to  osvn  a  fai'm  foi'  himself.  The 
youngest  brother,  Ralph,  though  born  there, 
did  not  prefer  blast  ]51oomfield  for  a  home, 
but  svent  to  Michigan,  svhere  he  spent  the 
remainder  (jI  his  lite.  George  L.  was  sixty- 
one  at  the  liiue  of  liis  tleath,  in  1864.  His 
first  ssile  was  Lydia  .Ann  .Smith,  the  tlaughter 
of  Charles  .Smith,  of  Rhoile  Island.  She  l)e- 
came  the  mother  ot  Isvo  chiUlren:  Charles  T. , 
who  is  oui-  subject;  .uul  his  sister  ITiza,  ssho 
died  at  the  earl)'  age  of  twenl  \--t  svo.  His 
wife,  L\cliaA.,  ha\  ing  dietl,  Mr.  Dibble  mar- 
ried again.  Six  children  sveie  the  offsj^ring  of 
the  second  marriage,  and  their  mother  is  nosv 
eight)-nine  \ears  cdd. 

Charles  T.  iJibble  attended  the  school  in 
his  natis'e  tosvn,  and  svorked  on  his  father's 
farm  till  tsventv-tour  sears  of  age,  when  he 
mari  ied  ;  and  his  father  ga\e  hini  a  fairn  in 
l^loomfield,  not  far  awas'.  The  marriage  took 
[dace  in  1854;  and  the  briile  svas  Marietta 
Smith,  the  ilaughtci-  of  William  anil  Juliet 
(Sage)  .Smith.  Mr.  .Smith  came  trom  Con- 
necticut, 1  ike  ( irandfather  and  i  'athei'  iJibble, 
the  lemosal  taking  [ilace  when  he  svas  only 
a  child  of  six.  Like  the  eldei'  Dibbles,  he 
alsva)s  remained  a  fainier  in  luist  Bloom- 
field,  svhere  he  died,  thougli  his  widow  is  still 
living,  aged  eight  v-three.  Mi.  and  .Mrs. 
Charles  T.  Dibble  lemained  on  the  Bloonitield 
faiiu  elesen  wars,  and  there  ssere  born  to  them 
three  ihildren.  in  18(13  thes'  ilecided  to  re- 
mose  to  Lima,  svhere  they  purchased  a  farm  of 
two  hundred  acres  in  the  south-west  section  of 
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the  town.  It  was  in  Lima,  therefore,  that 
tlieir  ehil'.h'eii  grew  to  athilt  a^^e.  The  eldest, 
William  I..  Dihble,  horn  in  1855,  married 
Lena  Durkee,  of  C'onesus  ;  and  they  hav  e  one 
child,  named  Maud  Lihble.  Minnie  I^liza 
Dibble,  born  in  i860,  died  before  she  had 
reached  her  twentieth  year.  lidwaid  F. 
Dibble,  born  in  1866,  president  of  the  Dibble 
Seed  Company  in  Iloneoye  h'alls,  married 
Cirace  Deal,  of  Lima,  ami  has  a  son — Harold 
Dibble.  lioth  the  brothers,  William  L.  and 
lulward  ]■".  Dibble,  ha\e  large  farms,  and  are 
\'er)'  successful  men. 

"One  of  the  greatest  of  a  great  man's  quali- 
ties is  success.  "I'i-i  the  result  of  all  the 
others;  'tis  a  latent  [lower  in  him,  which 
comijcls  the  favor  of  the  gods,  and  subjugates 
fortime.  "  Such  ai  e  the  wise  words  of  the 
celebrateil  I'jiglish  no\elist,  Thackeray;  and 
they  apply  to  such  men.  Besides  the  home 
farm,  Charles  T.  Dibble  owns  another  in  the 
tt)wn  of  \'ork,  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-fi\e 
acres,  one  for  e\'er)'  da)'  in  the  )'ear.  In  [joli- 
tics  they  are  Republic. ms,  and  an  honor  to 
their  party. 


T^lil'STJ'R  W.  DAVIS,  a  prominent 
I  merchant    in    North   Ja\'a,    N.\'.,  was 

.  born  in  \'ar\sbui-g,  September  6, 
I1S37.  I  lis  i)arents,  Salem  ami 
JuIIli  (Dodge)  Da\is,  left  four  children,  of 
whom  Chester  is  the  eldest.  One  biother 
died  in  the  ])rime  of  life,  leaving  a  family  of 
five  children.  \\  hen  the  winter  terms  of  the 
district  schools  weie  o\er,  it  was  the  custom 
of  the  bo\''s  lather  to  take  him  into  his  card- 
ing-mill,  where  h.diits  of  iiulustr\-  miglit  be 
accpiiretl,  and  where  the  encouragement  of  the 
wages  eained  would  be  an  incenti\'e  to  further 
effort  as  well  as  a  factor  in  de\'elo|Mng  inde- 
l)endence  and  self-reliance. 

Soiju  learning  the  \alue  of  these  lessons  in 
self-su[)port,  Chester  Da\is,  who  began  to 
e.irn  wages  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  of  age, 
started  out  tor  himself  in  his  eightecntli  year, 
[lis  first  tiip  to  (Ireen  County,  Wisconsin, 
was  the  foierunner  of  man}'  long  joui'ne\'s;  for 
Mr.  Da\'is  has  li\ed  in  xarious  sectioiis  of  the 
I'"ar  West,  and  has  seen  "all  sorts  and  comli- 


tions  ol  men.  '  In  Wisconsin,  where  he  se- 
cured a  cleikship,  he  lemained  tor  a  year  and 
a  hall,  I'cluining  home  after  that  time,  and 
becoming"  a  salesman  loi"  h  r^  lather,  with  wlmm 
he  remained  until  he  reachetl  his  majoritv. 
lie  then  went  to  Missoiu'i,  where  he  la\'  claim 
to  a  (.|uai'ter  section  ol  one  of  the  man)'  lots 
that  were  (ilfered  at  that  time  b\'  the  govern- 
ment to  settlers.  Unable,  howex'er,  to  stand 
the  lre(_|uent  attacks  of  malaria,  Mr.  Da\'is  was 
lorced  to  >eek  a  inore  hospitable  cl  imate,  and 
started  to  g(j  to  Tike's  Tccdx.  Hearing  atl\'ei"se 
news  li'om  that  ipiarter,  lie  changed  the  course 
of  his  journe\',  and  joined  a  compan\'  of  tiavel- 
lers  whose  goal  was  California.  The  party 
was  six  months  < 7/  ;■<'///<  ,  ari  i\'ing'  theie  in  the 
autimm  of  1859,  The  first  )ear  he  was  eni- 
plo)ed  in  a  [jlacer  mine,  mid  afterWcU'd  opened 
a  liver)'  bnsine-^s,  which  was  a  great  finaiiiLal 
success.  In  1863  he  totjk  a  part  of  his  stock 
to  Nevada,  and  traded  it  there  for  a  siher 
mine.  Idiis  jiroved  a  bad  investment,  ami  was 
abandoned  three  )'ears  later,  three  hmidred 
dollars  and  a  coyote  pou)'  being  all  that  was 
lelt  of  the  three  thousand  dollars  which  had 
been  engulfed  in  the  enipt)'  "pockets"  of  the 
NVwada  mine. 

h'roni  Ne\'ada  he  went  to  Montana,  antl  pro- 
spected e\tensi\ely,  going  thence  to  Idaho, 
wheie   he  worked   a   placer   gokl   mine  until 

1870.  Wearied  at  last  of  the  hard  work  of 
the  mining  cam|)  and  the  unceitain  fortllne-^  of 
those  who  are  waiting  to  "stiike  a  \'ein,''  he 
at  last  returned  to  his  natix'e  count\',  and 
bought  a  half  interest  in  the  stoi'e  of  general 
merchandi>e  owned  l)\'  his  hrothei',  1).  .S.  Da\'is. 

Two  \ears  later  he  sold  out  to  his  bi'otlier,  and 
open  'd    a    mercantile    liou-^e   in    .Str\'kei  s\  i  1  le. 

Ibis  entei"pri>e  he  conducted  tor  nineteen 
\eai's,  when  a  de^ire  to  once  more  \isit  the 
regions  ol  the  .Sierias  giew  strong  upon  him; 
and,  scllingdut  to  Mr.  \Ia\,  of  that  ])lace,  he 
took  his  laniih'  to  Los  Angeles  lor  the  winter 
season.  Despite  the  delights  of  balm\'  aii  'Uid 
solt  skies  and  luxuriant  vegetation  which  have 
made  this  cit\'  lanious  all  o\er  the  world,  he 
letui'iied  in  )ul\,  189J,  to  \'ar\sburg,  bought 
out  his  brothel's  stock  and  trade,  and  in  the 
lolhn\ing'  autumn  opened  a  stole  in  North 
Ja\'a,  where  he  is  iujw  engaged  in  a  business 
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the  annual  trade  of  which  is  x'alucd  at  twcnt)'- 
one  thousaiul  dolhirs. 

In  July,  I.S73,  he  was  niaiiieil  to  IMiss  Mllen 
Waterman,  of  iV'nr. innton,  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
llarr\'  Waterman,  who  li\es  willi  his  daughter, 
ha\  in<;',  at  se\'eiit\'-si  \  \  ears  of  ,ige,  laid  aside 
the  acti\e  duties  ot  lite.  Mis.  Waterman  died 
in  1  cS6g,  leaving'  two  ehildien  —  Mi's.  Davis 
and  another  tlanghter.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  I)a\'is 
have  two  children.  The  son,  Arthur  W. 
Davis,  is  a  v'oung  man  ot  nineteen,  who  gi\'es 
promise  of  a  usetul  and  honorable  career.  Me 
atteniled  the  .Aurora  .Acadenn,  and  afterward 
graduated  trom  the  Hrvant  and  .Stratton  Busi- 
ness College  in  Hiiffalo.  iheir  daughter 
ICmma  is  a  little  girl  of  twehe  \ears,  who  has 
not  }et  outgrown  a  taste  for  rope-jumping  and 
dolls. 

Mr.  Da\  is  is  a  member  (jf  the  Masonic  order 
and  a  Re|)ublican.  'I'lie  man}"  climatic  changes 
he  lias  hail  duiiiig  hi^  somewhat  adxenturous 
career  ha\e,  no  doubt,  lieen  of  ph\'sical  bene- 
fit ;  for  he  has  ne\er  been  a  man  of  robust 
health  or  strong  constitution,  and  his  excessive 
energ}'  aiul  mental  acti\  it\'  haxe  been  entirel)' 
dis[jroportionate  to  his  bodil\'  strength. 


AMI'1;L  ]U)\Nb;R,  a  leading  citizen 
and  otf Icc-holdei"  of  the  town  of  I  .ima, 
I.ixingsion  County,  N.^'.,  was  born 
in  another  town  of  the  same  county, 
-Sparta,  in  i<S  t6,  on  November  22,  son  ot  l?cn- 
jamin  and  jane  (I.ogan)  lionnei".  Whether  his 
grand-father,  .Samuel  Honner,  for  whom  he  was 
n.uned,  was  burn  in  Scotland  or  Ireland,  is 
uncertain;  but  at  <in  earh'  da)'  and  in  early 
life  the  elder  .Samuel  came  to  Sparta,  and  set- 
tletl  ilown  as  a  fainicr,  t  tearing  the  land  where 
he  passed  the  rc^t  of  his  life  in  hard  work. 

Mis  son,  Benjamin  Honner,  was  born  in  that 
town,  and  educated  in  its  common  schoids. 
Of  course,  he  was  ti'ained  to  agricultural  labor, 
and  in  this  continued  till  1N55,  the  homestead 
having  meanwhile  come  to  i)e  his  own,  i)artl)' 
1))'  inhei  itance  and  |)artl\  1)\'  purchase.  Ma\'- 
ing"  been  born  in  iNoj,  he  was  now  nearly  fift)' 
years  oUl,  in  the  \ei\'  prime  of  life,  and  be- 
lieved he  should  llnd  a  beltei'  outlook  for  his 
abilit)-  in  Lima.      I  herefore,  selling  the  pater- 


'  nal   acres,  lie   came   hither,   bu\ing  a  farm  a 

I  mile  and  a  half  east  of  the  \  ill.ige,  and  thereon 
remaining  till  1^63,  when  he  felt  the  neeil  of 
rest  fiom  aiduous  laboi',  and  look  up  his  lesi- 

j  dence  in  tin;  \illage,  where  he  died  in  1891, 
agetl  cight\'-toin'.     lli'-  wite  was  the  ilaughter 

I  of  l'".(l\\ard  I.ogan,  of  .Spaita,  and  named  Jane 
after  liei"  mother;  and  tlie\'  had  three  children. 
The  second  son,  lulward  I.ogan  Honner,  born 
in  1839,  was  about  twerit)-two  }ears  old  when 
the    Rebellion   l)roke   out.     bailisting   in  the 

I  ()ne  llundied  and  Thirtieth  .\ew  Yovk  Infan- 
tr)-,  afteruanl  changed  to  the  b'irst  New  \'ork 
Dragoons,  he  Nvas  killed  on  June  12,  1864,  in 

'  the   battle    at     TicNilian     Station.       Rose  J. 

i  Bonner,  the  only  daughter,  boi  n  in  I  (S49,  li\  es 

;  at  Lima. 

j      The  elder  son,  Samuel  l^onner,  the  special 
j  .subject   of   our  sketch,   was  educated   in  the 
I  .Sparta  schools,  like  his  father  before  him;  but 
j  he  also  attended  the  (leiiesee  \\'esle\an  Semi- 
nary at   Lima,    X.  \'.     Me  returned   to  agri- 
I  culture,    howexer,   and   has   alwa\s  culti\'ated 
!  the  soil,  at  piesent  owning  three  hue  farms, 
with  an  aggi'egate  of  oxer  four  luuulred  acres, 
I  though  he  has  retiied  fiom  active   work,  his 
j  land  being  occ  upied  b\-  tenants, 
i      Mis   marriage  took    place    in    1.S65.  The 
^  bride  was  Cornelia  Coodrich,  the  daughter  of 
j  Lrastus  C.  and  .Sarah  ((.'lark)  (ioodrich.  Mrs. 
]5onner  died  in  1875,  leaving  thiee  sons — Ld- 
ward  L. ,   b'rank  C.,  and  \\'iUiam  .S.  l^onner. 

Their   father   was   again   married,  to  Mary 
Elizabeth  Heck,  danghtci-  of  Riihard  and  Re- 
becca (Jefferds)  Heck,  natixes,  respect i\'el)',  of 
the   towns   ot    Lima   and    Rush,   Mrs.  Honner 
being  a  diiect  descendant   of   William  Heck, 
one  ot   the  loundeis  ot   the  New  1  laxen  Cidony 
!  in  Connecticut.     ller  parents  xvere  pioneers  in 
!  Lixingston   Countx  ;   and   further   facts  about 
the  Heck  gencalogx'  max'  be  found   in  the  able 
j  compendium    b\    Daiius    Heck,    publishetl  in 
1877   in    Mudsoii,    .\.\'.     In    iSgo   anil  1894 
Mr.  Honnei'  w,is  chiisen  Superx  isor,  though  the 
1  town  is  stroiiglx'  Deniociatic  and  he  a  life-long 
j  l\e|)ubl  ican,  haxing  cast  his  first  vote  in  i860 
'  for    I'rcsideiit     Lincoln.       Me    has   served  a.s 
I  Schoiil  Trustee,  and  for  oxer  thirty  xears  has 
I  been  .School  District  C  lerk.     Well  has  it  been 
i  said  1)\'  the  (ierman  |)oet  .Schiller:  — 
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"It  is  not  the  mere  station  in  life  that 
stamps  the  \'alue  on  us,  but  the  manner  in 
which  we  act  our  part.  '' 


-f^VTiRS.     LOUISA    PRINF:  ALLEN, 
1=  — #     widow  of  the  late  Seth  P.  Allen,  is 
I  J  is  I        an  esteemed   resident  ot  (iaines- 
— "  \  ille,     \\')-oming    Count)',  NA'. 
She  was  born  in  Java,  in  this  county,  being 
the  daughter  of  Peter  Prine,  a  native  of  Sche- 
neeta(]\',  whose  father,  Daniel  Prine,  was  also 
a  nati\'e  of  tliat  place.     Daniel  Prine  followed 
for  a  time  the   trade   of   a   carpenter,  but  at 
length  moved  to  Cayuga  County,  where  he  set- 
tled as  a  farmer,  and  died  after  having  reared  a 
large  famil\'.     His  children  were  Peter,  Daniel, 
Aaron,  Jane,  John,  Sarah,  Polly,  and  Luke. 

Peter  Prine  learned  the  trade  of  a  cabinet- 
maker, carpenter,  and  joiner,  working  for  some 
time  as  a  journeyman  at  Auburn.  Me  had 
been  educated  in  the  district  schools,  and  was 
a  great  reader.  After  his  marriage  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  AulDurn  four  years,  then 
]nu-chased  a  farm  on  the  Holland  tract,  which 
he  cleared  and  improved.  The  farm,  which 
was  situated  on  the  town  line  between  Weth- 
ersfield  and  Java,  was  bought  by  Mr.  Prine  in 
I  83  I  ;  and  there  were  then  several  Indian  huts 
ui)on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  town  of 
Cainesville.  He  lived  upon  this  farm  for 
some  years,  afterward  trading  for  one  in  the 
vicinity,  where  he  resided  until  his  decease,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-eight. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  Peter  Prine 
was  Phcebe  La  Dow.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  La  Dow,  and  was  born  in  Charleston, 
N.^'.,  where  her  father  was  a  farmer  foi-  many 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Prine  reared  three 
children  —  Gertrude,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years;  Louisa,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  ;  and  Phcebe,  who  married  I'ldward 
Burkhart,  (.)f  INIount  Morris.  The  mother 
passed  her  declining  years  in  Plagle  or  Bliss, 
a  village  in  that  town,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years. 

Louisa  Prine  was  married  January  3,  1856, 
to  Seth  P.  Allen,  son  of  Matthias  Allen,  a 
farmer,  formerl)-  of  Penfield,  Mr)nroe  I'ount)', 
but   later  of  Java,  where  he  cleared  and  im- 


pro\-ed  a  tract  of  land,  and  resided  for  the  re- 
maindei"  ol  his  lile.  His  wile,  \\ho  \vas  in 
maidenhood  Anna  l'ei_k,  was  born  in  ])uiliam, 
(ireene  Count)',  N.\'.,  and  mo\ed  to  Camden, 
N.\'.,  with  hei"  parents  when  a  little  girl. 
Seth  I'.  .Mien  was  one  ot  ele\eu  ihildien. 
He  was  boin  at  I'lailii/kl  in  I'^i^,  and  was 
leai'ed  to  agricultuial  puisuits.  lie  was  well 
educated,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  began 
teaching  school,  which  he  continued  to  do  for 
nine  terms.  Jle  resided  with  hi.^  wife's 
father  for  six  \ears,  then  purchased  a  faiin, 
which  he  conducted  tor  tl\e  \ears,  alter  which 
he  formetl  a  partnership  with  liis  brothei'  in 
mercantile  business  in  North  Ja\a,  which  con- 
tinuetl  for  eighteen  months.  lie  next  engaged 
in  storekee|)ing  at  Smith's  Corners,  in  the 
town  of  W'ethersfield,  where  he  clicl  a  profitable 
business  for  se\en  )'ears,  and  whence  in  the 
sijring  ot  1877  he  rernoxed  to  ( iaines\i I le. 
Plere  he  built  the  resilience  now  occujiied  by 
his  widow,  and  established  himself  in  luisiness 
as  a  private  banker.  He  was  a  member  ot  the 
Masonic  lodge  at  Smith's  Corners,  and  a  Dem- 
ocrat in  politics,  also  a  N'otai\'  Pulilic  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  Mr.  Allen  was  for 
th  irt)'-seven  \'ears  an  eai'nest  and  tlexoted 
member  of  the  ?iIethodist  J-'iiiscojjal  church,  in 
which  he  faithfully  filled  all  the  offices  at 
different  times,  and  was  exceedingly  active  in 
church  work.  He  was  a  class  leader  for  fif- 
teen years.  He  was  converted  at  a  re\i\al 
service  held  in  Java  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Rev.  \V.  M.  Webber,  and  his  wh.de  life 
thereafter  testified  to  the  fact  that  he  was  a 
sincere  Christian.  He  was  an  honoi'  to  the 
church  of  his  choicL',  being  singularh'  con- 
sistent and  exem[)lai'\'  in  his  conduct. 

Ml'.  Allen  for  man\'  \ears  did  a  large  busi- 
ness as  a  shi|)i)er  ot  produce  tor  the  farmers  in 
Wyoming  Count\',  and  was  reganlecl  as  thor- 
oughh'  honest  aiul  upright  in  all  his  dealings. 
His  death  at  hi^  home  in  ( iai  nes\  i  1  le,  on  J  )e- 
cember  13,  181)4,  wa>  a  shock  to  the  entii'e 
communit\' ;  and  his  widow  has  been  the  re- 
cipient of  much  s\nipath\'  and  condolence  lioin 
a  large  and  sorrowing  circle  of  frieiuL. 

A  portrait  of  this  good  man,  whoni  those 
who  knew  hini  accounted  faithtui,  is  one  of 
the  illustrations  of  the  present  x'olume. 
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lEWIS  J.  CIIAIMIM'JUJN,  who  has 
been  fdi"  forty  )'ears  a  Deacon  of  the 
lki])tist  church  at  S(juth  Li\'oiiia, 
X.\'.,  was  born  in  Li\onia,  January 
30,  iXi.S.  His  ii;ran(Ifatlier,  Mlias  C'haniljer- 
lin,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  fi'oni  which 
State  he  enlisted  as  a  solilier  in  tlie  l\e\'olu- 
tionary  War.  lie  nio\eil  to  l,i\onia,  wliere  he 
died  at  an  ad\-anced  a^^e,  liavinjj,'  attained  more 
than  fourscore  \  ears. 

Lomis  Chamber] in,  son  of  l'".lias,  was  born 
in  X'ermont,  and  came  to  Lixonia  with  his 
father  and  lirotliers  in  tlie  )  ear  1 M  i  o.  The 
journe}'  to  New  \'ork  was  made  in  a  covered 
road-wa^M)n,  and  must  have  l)een  a  lonj;'  and 
rough  one.  Lomis  worked  out  1))'  the  month 
when  a  )oung  man,  and  giaduall)'  accumuhited 
enough  money  to  bu)'  a  small  piece  of  land, 
upon  which  he  built  a  log  house.  By  dint  of 
honest  toil  and  careful  economy  he  added 
)'earlv  to  his  j^o.-^sessions,  and  when  he  died,  in 
l82<S,  was  in  good  circumstances.  lie  was 
a  solilier  in  the  War  of  1N12,  and  was  a  wit- 
ness of  the  burning  of  J-iuffalo.  His  wife, 
Ro.xey  Lewis,  was  a  daughter  of  Jabez  Lewis, 
who  followed  the  fortunes  of  war  during  the 
Re\'olution  as  (ieneral  Washington's  cook. 
Lomis  and  ]<o.\ey  (Lewis)  Chamber! in  reared 
eight  children,  of  whom  Lewis  J.  was  the 
fourth. 

A  home-loving  and  contented  nature  has  dis- 
played itself  in  Mr.  Chandierl in's  strong  at- 
tathment  to  the  scenes  of  his  )(iuth,  which  he 
has  ne\'er  left,  ha\'ing  always  li\ed  on  the 
])remises  he  now  occupies.  He  was  married 
in  1 85 1  to  Charity  Hart,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Loiania  (Chapin)  Hart,  of  Conesus. 
Their  children  —  Lewis  H.,  Jolm  L. ,  balilh 
L. ,  (iuy  -  are  all  occu|)\  ing  honorable  posi- 
tions and  leading  usetul  li\es.  .Anotlier 
daughter,  I'lllen  A.,  is  deceased.  Lewis  H.  is 
dejiot  master  at  .South  Li\onia,  on  the  New 
\'ork.  Lake  Lrie  &  Western  Railroad,  is  also 
engaged  in  the  coal  and  general  produce  busi- 
ness, and,  besides  fulfilling  the  duties  which 
the  foregoing  work  entails,  he  is  an  agent  for 
the  Wells  I'argo  Mxpress  Com|)Lniy.  lie  mar- 
ried Alice  A.  Townsend  ;  and  they  ha\'e  one 
child,  who  bears  his  mother's  family  name  — 
Martin  Tinvnscnd  Chamberlin. 


lohn-  L.  is  I'irst  Lieutenant  in  the  b'ir.'^t 
L'nited  States  Artiller\-;  and  lulith  is  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools,  and  is  als(j  (jue 
of  the  most  popular  music  teachers  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  (.ountr).  (iu\'  is  an  electrician, 
and  is  at  piesent  located  at  L)  iin,  Mass. 

Ml'.  Chamberlin  and  his  wife  are  both  mem- 
bers ol  the  Haplist  chunh,  ot  which  the  former 
has  been  a  I  )eacon  tor  loi  t\'  \ears.  He  cast 
his  first  Presidential  xote  for  William  Heiu')' 
Harrison  in  1 840,  anci  has  alwa\s  held  fast  to 
the  faith  of  tlie  Republican  part)-  since  its 
formation. 


(5  I  IMOTHY  (iALLIGAN,  a  farmer  of 
^1  North  Ja\a,  in  the  western  part  of 
Wyoming  County,  New  ^'ork,  was  born 
in  the  adjacent  town  of  Wethersfield.  His 
grandparents,  lulwaril  ami  l^ridget  (Prior) 
Galligan,  leared  a  family  of  fi\X"  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  of  whom  became  in  turn  heads 
of  families.  Their  son  'ITiomas,  born  in 
County  Leitrim,  Ireland,  in  1810,  came  to 
America  in  1849,  bringing  his  wife,  Cathe- 
rine Prior  l)efore  marriage,  and  three  chil- 
dren. One  chilli,  a  daughter  Mary,  had 
died  in  Ireland.  The  yo)'age  from  Liverpool 
to  New  ^T)rk  consumed  .six  weeks;  and,  when 
the  Galligans  arrived,  the)'  settled  in  Haver- 
straw,  where  tlie\'  li\'ed  for  only  a  year. 
Ha\'ing  Init  scant  means,  Mr.  (lalligan  deter- 
mined to  go  to  the  westein  [xirt  of  New- 
York,  where  the  wild  land  was  sold  at  a  nom- 
inal price,  and  where  he  could  clear  awa)'  the 
timber,  develop  a  small  farm,  and  establish  a 
himible  home.  Acting  u])on  this  determina- 
tion, he  came  to  Wi-t hi'isfield,  and  bought  a 
hundred  acres  ol  land,  which  he  cultixated 
and  impro\'ed  year  b)'  year.  When  he  died, 
in  his  sixty-si.xth  year,  on  December  2,  1876, 
he  left  a  good  proi)erty  of  two  hundred  acres 
to  his  widow  and  lour  children. 

His  son  Patrick,  who  amassed  a  fortune  of 
fift)'  thousand  dollars  as  an  oil  operator  and 
contractor  in  Washington  County,  Pennsyl- 
\ania,  and  whose  success  was  phenomenal 
when  the  fact  that  he  began  life  a.s  a  day 
laborer  is  considered,  died  August  2,  1893, 
aged    forty-nine.     J'he    ne.xt    son,  Thomas, 
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marricil  Margaret  McDonald,  who  dicil  hcar- 
\n<j;  one  daughter,  i\Ia_^\i;iL'  Ann,  now  living;- 
with  her  ur.cle.  Thomas  was  aLso  an  oil 
operator.  lie  died  at  lort)'-two  years  of  a,L;e 
Novenil)er  1 6,  iS.Sij.  His  widow,  whose 
maiden  name  was  llalli^an,  li\-es  in  North 
lava  with  her  I'ne  ehihhen.  ]'".dwai'd  Cialli- 
j^'an,  a  farmer  at  W'etherslield,  has  a  sim  and 
daughter.  The  fourth  son  is  Timoth)-  Galli- 
j;'an  of  this  hiogiMph}'.  A  daughter,  llridget 
(lalligan,  dietl  in  W'ethersfield  in  1864.  'I"he 
mother,  Alis.  Catherine  I'rior  Galligan,  died 
in  the  i'"el)i"uar\'  of  1S88,  aged  seventy-six 
years. 

Timothy  Galligan  received  a  tl istrict-school 
education  in  his  l)o\hood,  arid  remained  with 
his  jjarents  on  the  faini,  a  huiulretl  aires  ot 
which  he  now  owns  besides  the  handsome  vil- 
lage propert)',  which  was  a  legacy  from  his 
brother  Patrick.  His  aunt,  Mrs.  Rosanna 
Healey,  presides  over  the  attractive  home, 
and  is  chaperone  of  his  niece  Maggie.  Mrs. 
Healey  was  left  a  widow  in  18^)4  witli  three 
children,  of  whom  tw(;  are  li\'ing;  irmiel)-, 
lulward  Heale)-,  a  farmer  in  Java,  and  Kate, 
the  widow  of  l)a\'id  Murphy.  Mr.  Galligan 
was  married  June  20,  1888,  to  Miss  Mary 
Conley,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (Ben- 
nam)  Conley,  both  of  Ireland.  Her  parents, 
who  were  married  in  Waisaw,  li\'ed  in  Weth- 
crsfield,  where  Mr.  Conley  was  a  farmer. 
Mrs.  Galligan  lived  only  fourteen  months 
after  her  marriage.  .She  died  at  the  birth  of 
her  child,  for  whose  life  her  own  was  given 
on  the  2(1  of  October,  1889.  The  infant 
claugiiter  thus  bei'eavetl  of  a  mother's  love  is 
now  a  lo\ely  child  of  five  years  old,  wlm  li\'es 
with  her  grandmother  Conley,  and  is  a  pet  in 
both  families.  Mr.  Galligan  is  a  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  part)-,  and  in  i-eligion  is  lo)'al 
to  the  faith  of  his  forefathers,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  ^ 


l^ll'UHl'.N  HUMl'HREYS  FARNIIAM, 
a  malt  (.lealer  of  Attica,  N.\'.,  was 
born  in  this  town,  October  5,  1827, 
son  ot  Moulton  T'arnham,  who  was 
born  in  .Shaftsbury,  \'t.,  in  1798.  His  grand- 
father,  Reuben   i'"aridiam,  a  nati\e  of  Rrim- 


field,  Mass.,  resitledi  lor  a  time  in  X'ermont, 
and  afterward  mo\'e(l  to  ()nonda_;a  Cuunty, 
Xew  \'oi'k,  wlu  re  he  wa-^  a  laiiuer.  He  was 
a  Rev(d  lit  iona]  \'  soldier,  and  loiight  in  the 
ranks  at  the  battle  ..f  I  .ong  Islan.L  He  died 
at  an  adwmced  age  .it  Maicelliis,  having 
raised  a  l.imih  of  sewn  sons  and  two  (jr  three 
daughters. 

Moulton  I'arnham  married  rerintha  Hum- 
phre)S,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Reuben  Hum- 
|ihre)s.  Her  fallier  wa>  born  in  West  .Sims- 
bur)',  CoiHi.,  in  1757.  i\s  a  Revolutionary 
soldier  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  I. ong 
Island,  and  after  tlie  war  was  an  oltlcer  in  the 
Connecticut  militia,  becoming  I'rigade  In- 
s|)eetor.  He  mari'ied  .\nna  lluinphre)',  of 
West  .Sim^burs■,  and  coiuiiiiied  tor  some  time 
to  reside  in  Connecticut,  liaving  been  a  Jlis- 
tice  of  the  Peace  at  the  age  of  twent)-tive 
vears.  lie  later  remo\ed  to  Onondaga 
County,  New  York,  where  his  many  useful 
attainments  brouglit  iiim  into  prominence. 
He  was  a|)[iointeil  by  Cjovernor  Morgan  Lewis 
in  1804  the  Uv^t  Judgi.'  of  Onondaga  County, 
and  later  bet'ame  .State  Senator  and  member 
of  ("ongre^s.  After  abl\-  and  faithfuU)'  filling 
\'arious  jiositious  of  trust  and  I'csponsibil  ity, 
he  died  about  the  year  1832.  Moulton  b'arn- 
ham  was  a  graduate  of  the  old  Onondaga 
Academy  and  a  fine  scholar,  esi^ccially  skilletl 
in  Latin  and  mathematics  and  in  the  use  of 
language.  When  a  )iiung  man  he  was  ap- 
pointed with  others  to  .survey  the  swamps  of 
.Syracuse,  to  ]a\'  out  the  city  of  that  name. 
He  was  a  firm  Republican,  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  man\'  years,  and  acti\'el\'  assisted 
in  the  election  ol  part\'  candidates,  but  was 
not  a  mone\-inaker.  Mrs.  Pei'inth.i  (iliim- 
phreys)  I'arnliam  died  in  the  prime  ol  life  in 
1845,  lea\'ing  two  sons,  Reuben  IL,  Mibject 
of  this  sketch,  and  .^^ulllMn  G.  l'"arnh.im,  a 
resident  of  Ruffalo. 

Reuben  Hum|)hre\s  h'arnham  was  educated 
in  the  academ)'  of  Attica,  and  studied  law 
with  his  father.  In  1857  he  entered  the  re.il 
est.ite  busine>s  in  Kansas.  When  the  land 
office  was  removeil  to  Topeka,  be  went  there, 
and  for  a  number  of  )ears  did  a  laige  busi- 
ness, handling  great  sums  of  money  ff)r  others. 
While  he  w.is  in  the  .State,  during  the  drought 
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of  1859  and  i860,  the  population,  diminished 
twenty-five  per  cent.  Altliough  Mr.  I-'arn- 
ham  was  achnitted  to  tlie  bar  at  Buffalo  in 
1852,  he  lias  never  practised.  For  thirteen 
years  j^ast  he  has  been  an  extensive  malt  pro- 
ducer in  Attica,  where  he  has  erected  his 
large  malt  houses,  which  have  a  capacity  of 
one  Inindretl  thousand  bushels  per  year. 

In  1859  he  married  Miss  ranees  E.  Hum- 
phrey, (-hiughter  of  Hector  and  Hannah 
Humphrey,  of  Batavia;  and  they  have  five 
children.  Their  daughter  Alice,  after  grad- 
uating from  the  Philadelphia  Women's  Medi- 
cal College,  became  a  inii)il  of  Dr.  Charcot  in 
Paris,  and  was  subsequently  for  some  time  on 
the  medical  staff  of  the  Willard  Insane  Asy- 
lum, and  later  at  the  Insane  Asylum  of  New 
York  City.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  John 
A.  Leader,  and  a  successful  practitioner  with 
her  husband  at  Lewiston,  Me.  Her  sister, 
Anna  K.,  is  the  wife  of  Clarence  N.  Dwight, 
of  New  York  City.  The  third  daughter, 
lulith,  is  a  student  of  physical  culture  at  the 
Emerson  College  of  Oratory  in  Boston.  The 
only  son,  Reulien  II.,  jr.,  of  Watertown,  is 
engaged  in  the  civil  engineer's  department  of 
the  Rome,  Watertown  &  Ogdensburg  Rail- 
road; and  Jessie,  the  youngest  child,  is  pur- 
suing her  general  studies  in  Attica. 

Mr.  Farnham  has  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Supers  isor.  He  resides  in  a  com- 
modious frame  house  on  Main  Street,  which 
is  one  of  the  largest  residences  in  Attica,  and 
was  erected  by  him  in  1868  and  1869.  He 
enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  an  honorable 
business  man,  and  his  substantial  prosperit)' 
is  the  result  of  honest  and  successful  business 
methods.  During  his  residence  in  Batavia  he 
organized  the  ITrst  National  Bank  of  that  city 
in  1864,  and  was  its  fiist  President.  It  ma\ 
be  worthy  of  mention  that  Mr.  Farnham's 
mother  was  first  cousin  to  the  mother  of  John 
Brown  of  Harper's  i'"erry  fame,  the  strong  old 
Abolitionist. 


ldD(iAR    L.   GRAY,   a    most  successful 
pi     farmer  of  Geneseo,  Livingston  County, 
■■  '  N.Y.,  and  a  reiiresentativc  of  one  of 
the  iiitineer  families  of  this  town,  was  born 


February  20,  1849.  His  father,  Thomas 
Gray,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  being  born 
August  11,  1798,  was  the  son  of  Duncan 
Gra}',  who  was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  emigrated  to  America 
about  the  year  1780,  settling  in  the  Keystone 
State.  Grandfatiier  (iray  married  Hannah 
McBride,  also  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  for- 
merly a  resident  of  the  north  of  Ireland. 
The}'  resideil  in  Pennsylvania  until  1806,  then 
removed  to  New  York  State,  making  tlie  jour- 
ney with  an  ox  team,  the  usual  UKide  of  travel 
in  those  early  days,  and  settletl  upon  a  farm 
in  the  present  town  of  Geneseo,  in  what  was 
then  Ontario  County.  At  the  breaking  out  of 
the  second  war  with  Cireat  Britain  in  1812  he 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  service,  and  lost 
his  life  at  the  memorable  battle  of  Chippewa. 
His  wife  survived  him  a  number  oi  years,  and 
reared  eight  children — John,  Hugh,  Daniel, 
James,  Mary,  Thomas,  William,  and  Jane,  all 
of  whom  have  passed  away. 

Thomas  Gra\-  made  the  best  of  his  opportu- 
nities to  (jbtain  an  education  at  the  pioneer 
schools,  and  also  in  his  boyhood  assisted  his 
mother  upon  the  farm  and  in  the  support  of  a 
large  famil)'.  In  spite  of  man)'  drawbacks  he 
finally  began  life  for  himself  even  with  the 
world;  and,  being  naturally  industrious  be- 
sides possessing  prudence  and  judgment,  he 
in  course  of  time  procured  for  himself  a  hand- 
some competenc)-.  In  1827  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  timber  land,  which  is  included  in  the 
farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son, 
Edgar  L.  Gray.  He  cleared  and  cultivated  his 
farm,  erected  good  substantial  buildings,  and 
resided  here  until  his  decease,  whicli  occurred 
July  16,  1887,  when  he  was  eighty-nine  years 
old.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary 
Wynn,  was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Isa- 
bella (Hunter)  Wynn  and  widow  of  James 
Haynes.  She  died  aged  se\'enty-eight,  hav- 
ing reared  six  chikh'i'U  —  Catherine,  Daniel 
Harvey,  Lydia  Maria,  Joseplia,  Leonora 
I'Tizabeth,  and  Edgar  L.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Thomas  Gray  joined  the  Republican 
party  at  its  formation,  aiul  continued  to  act 
with  it  u[)  to  the  time  of  his  decease. 

lulgar  I,.  (ira)'  attended  the  district 
schools,    following    this    with    a    course  at 
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Temple  Hill  Academy  and  the  Genesee  Wes- 
leyan  Seminar}'  at  Lima.  Bcinj^  the  youn<^- 
est  son,  he  always  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents,  assisting  his  father  in  carrying  on 
the  farm  antl  acquiring  an  experimental 
knowledge  of  husbandry,  that  has  since  proved 
of  untold  value  in  developing  the  success  with 
which  his  patient  and  untiring  efforts  have 
been  crowned.  At  his  father's  decease  he  in- 
herited as  his  share  of  the  property  the  home 
farm,  which  is  beautifully  situated  on  the 
west  shore  of  Conesus  Lake,  commanding  a 
broad  view  of  the  surrounding  countr)',  is  ex- 
tremely healthy  and  in  every  way  a  most  de- 
sirable possession. 

On  March  14,  1872,  Mr.  Gray  married 
Miss  Martha  Dieffenbacher,  of  Geneseo,  a 
most  estimable  laily,  who  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Martha  C.  (Knight)  Dieffenbacher. 
They  have  one  son,  Clyde  D.  Gray.  Mr.  Gray 
is  one  of  those  active,  highly  intelligent  coun- 
try gentlemen  of  whom  the  I^miiire  State  is 
l)roud  to  boast. 


fs^AMESON  N.  WITIILREL,  an  exten- 
sive land  owner  and  a  prominent  and 
intluential  resident  of  Arcade,  Wyo- 
ming County,  N.Y.,  was  born  in  tliis 
town,  February  27,  1849.  His  father,  Nel- 
son Witherel,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers; 
and  his  grandfather,  Jared  Witherel,  was  a 
pioneer  from  New  England,  and  came  to  the 
westt-rn  part  of  New  York  in  1810.  All  was 
then  a  wilderness.  No  smoke  of  htispitable 
chimney  gladdened  the  eye.  No  sound  of 
welcoming  voices  broke  the  stillness.  The 
nearest  grist-mill  was  at  Hatavia,  thirty-six 
miles  distant;  but  here,  in  the  log  house 
speedily  constructed,  was  established  the 
home,  and  with  the  home  and  wife  and  chil- 
dren the  pioneer  felt  courageous  in  facing  his 
difficulties.  After  the  house  other  buildings 
were  erected,  and  in  time  the  pioneer  was 
able  to  see  the  result  of  his  long  toil  and 
rejoice  in  the  blessings  of  his  labor.  Jared 
Witherel  resided  on  this  property  during  the 
rest  of  his  life,  ending  his  days  there  at  the 
age  of  eighty.  One  of  the  farm  buildings 
still  stands,  a  motlel  to  the  modern  builder 


for  strength  (jf  timber  and  firmness  of  foun- 
dation. 

The  family  consisted  of  ten  chihbx-n.  Nel- 
son, the  fitth  child  and  tlie  lather  C)f  Janiesou, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  ap|)lied  himself  to 
farm  work,  helping  his  lather  about  the  place 
till  he  reached  manhood,  when  he  married, 
and  set  up  his  own  homestead  on  a  farm  which 
he  purchased  at  that  time.  He  li\ed  in  a 
log  house  in  his  first  essay  at  housekeeping ; 
but,  as  he  lirought  his  fields  gradually  under 
cultivation,  he  erected  ailditional  farm  l)uild- 
ings  and  improvetl  tlie  homestead  piopeily, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  sixty-six  years  old,  the  estate 
was  in  fine  condition.  Nelson  Witherel  was 
a  Republican  of  decided  views,  and  was  a 
Commissioner  of  Highways  during  two  terms 
of  service.  As  the  eaily  settlers  generally 
lived  in  isolated  localities,  among  the  awe- 
inspiring  infiuences  of  nature,  the)'  naturally 
drew  near  to  tlie  Maker  of  all,  antl  were  sel- 
dom neglectful  of  membership  with  some  re- 
ligious body.  Nelson  Witherel  and  his  wife 
connected  themselves  with  the  Ikiptist  church 
which  had  taken  root  in  the  little  community, 
and  died  in  that  faith.  Mrs.  Witherel  was 
Miss  Sarah  Wilbur,  of  Arcade,  whose  rela- 
tives were  originall)'  settlers  in  that  town, 
and  spent  their  later  )'ears  in  tlie  locality. 

Nelson  and  .Sarah  Witherel  had  se\'eral 
children,  two  of  whom  are  still  living  —  Ade- 
line (deceased),  wife  of  Addiscjn  Ryder,  of 
Holland,  Erie  Coimt)' ;  Monroe  Witherel 
((.leceased) ;  Imogene,  wife  of  J.  11.  Rhodes,  of 
Bradford,  Pa.;  James  M.  and  Jameson  N.,  twin 
brothers.     James  M.  died  January  22,  iSqS- 

J/meson  N.  Witluael  li\ed  in  the  \illage 
of  Arcade  in  his  childhood.  As  he  developed 
into  a  sturdy  youth,  he  went  to  ri-side  with  his 
father  on  the  larni,  remaining  with  him  dui- 
ing  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  received 
his  education  in  Arcade,  and  put  it  into  prac- 
tical use  in  agricultural  jHirsuits.  He  has  at 
the  present  time  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  and  in  addition  one-half  of  his 
father's  faian,  whii'h  consisted  of  two  hundi'ed 
and  sixt)'  acres.  This  was  divided  b)'  the 
father  at  his  death  between  his  twin  sons, 
James  M.  and  Jameson  N. 
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Mr.  Withcrcl  is  a  Republican  in  his  politi- 
cal preferences,  and  stands  well  in  the  county 
for  his  integrity  of  purpose  and  his  good  char- 
acter. He  has  held  the  office  of  Commis- 
sioner of  Highways  during  two  terms  of 
serx'ice,  was  also  Assessor  tor  two  terms  of 
three  years  each,  and  Deputy  Sheriff  one  term 
of  three  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ar- 
cade Lodge  of  A.  l'\  &  A.  M.  and  of  China 
Lodge  of  the  Indepentlent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows in  Arcade.  He  also  belongs  to  the  An- 
cient Order  (jf  l/nited  Workmen,  being  a 
prominent  man  in  each  of  these  societies,  be- 
sides which  he  has  seen  active  service  in  the 
fire  department,  and  has  been  President  of  the 
))opular  Arcade  Driving  Park  Association  for 
five  }'ears  in  succession. 

Jameson  X.  Witherel  was  married  in  Ar- 
cade, January  27,  1876,  to  Miss  Callie 
Hausauer,  daughter  of  I'^red  and  Polly 
(Pondy)  PL'Uisauer,  of  Marilla,  Kv'ic  Coimty. 
Mrs.  W'itherel's  ancestors  were  originally 
from  Germany.  Her  paternal  grandfather 
was  Michael  Hausauer,  born  in  that  country. 
May  24,  iSoi.  Her  grandmother,  Margaret 
Hausauer,  was  born  P\'bruary  28,  1803. 
Her  maternal  grandparents  were  early  set- 
tlers in  Schoharie  Count)',  her  grandfather, 
Harry  Bondy,  being  born  there  I\Lay  23,  1793, 
and  her  grandmother,  Nancy  Bondy,  being 
born  September  11,  1796. 

Mrs.  Witherel' s  father  was  Lred  Hausauer, 
born  in  Germany,  January  28,  1831.  He 
came  to  this  country  with  his  parents  in  child- 
hood, and  was  brought  up  a  farmer,  living  in 
Wales  till  his  marriage,  when  he  went  to 
Marilla.  There  he  died  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-eight.  He  was  a  God-fearing  man, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Discii^les'  church  of 
Marilla.  Her  mother,  Polly  ILuisauer,  who 
is  still  living,  was  born  in  Marilla,  Erie 
County,  May  22,  1835.  Mrs.  Witherel  has 
one  sister,  the  wife  of  James  Garry,  of  Buffalo. 

Mrs.  Callie  Hausauer  Witherel  was  born  at 
Marilla  in  1856.  After  the  death  of  her 
father,  which  occurred  when  she  was  a  very 
young  chikl,  she  came  to  Arcade,  ami  resided 
in  the  family  of  I'rederick  Hubbard  up  to  the 
time  of  her  marriage,  which  took  place  when 
she    was    nineteen    years    old.     She   is  the 


mother  of  three  children  —  I'red  Ilariy,  Mae 
ITossie,  and  one  that  tlied  in  infancy.  P'red 
H.  was  born  A[)ii\  7,  1879.  'Phe  boy  who 
died  was  born  Seiitember  25,  1880,  and  jxissed 
away  October  26,  1880.  Mae  V.  was  born 
November  29,  1883. 

Mrs.  Witherel  and  her  family  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  church  in  Arcade,  and 
are  active  in  the  Sunday-school. 

Frederick  f.ane  Hubbard,  in  whose  care 
Mrs.  Witherel  grew  to  womanhood,  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Sartiinia,  ICrie  Count}-  In 
that  place  he  was  married  to  lumice  Shedd, 
and  some  time  after  his  marriage  moved  to 
Arcade,  where  he  is  now  li\'ing  in  good  health 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one. 


dam 


OHN  O.  VANDI'.RBELT,  of  Geneseo, 
X.Y.,  a  manufacturer  of  harnesses  and 
tiealer  in  saddlery,  valises,  and  leather 
bags,  was  born  in  IMansfield,  Amster- 
County,  N.J.,  March  i,  1826.  His 
father,  Cornelius  X'anderbelt,  a  native  of 
Milford,  N.J.,  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and 
was  also  noted  as  an  e.xix-rt  in  bieaking  colts 
and  training  horses  for  the  turf.  He  made  a 
specialty  of  manufacturing  hand  made  snaps, 
which  were  quite  celebrated  at  the  time  and 
much  in  demand.  He  died  in  1833,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-two.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Ann  Olp,  was  a  daughter  of 
John  Olp,  also  of  New  Jersey.  Of  the  three 
children  to  whom  she  gave  birth  she  reared 
but  one,  John  O.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Vanderbelt  with  her  son,  in  company  with  her 
father  ami  sister,  the  latter  having  eight  chil- 
dren, moved  to  Mount  Morris,  to  which  place 
Mrs.  Vanderbelt  walked  nearly  all  the  way, 
making  the  journe)-  in  about  two  weeks. 
This  somewhat  remarkable  event  in  his  early 
history  Mr.  Vanderbelt  now  remembers  verv 
distinctly.  John  Oil),  his  maternal  grand- 
father, purchased  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mount  Morris,  and  became  one  of  the  earl\- 
settlers  in  that  section. 

John  O.  Vanderbelt  passed  his  early  boy- 
hood on  his  grandfather's  farm,  and  received 
his  education  at  the  district  schools,  and  at 
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the  entire  sec- 
workman.  At 
in  his  line  now 


home  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  inherited  his  father's  fondness  for  horses, 
which  showed  itself  at  an  early  age,  it  being 
his  chief  delight  always  to  ride  or  drive  to 
the  mill  or  do  any  other  part  of  farm  work 
necessitating  the  use  of  horses.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen,  at  Mount  Morris,  he  commenced  to 
learn  harness-making,  serving  there  one  year, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1843  came  to  Gencseo, 
where  he  continued  as  an  apprentice  at  the 
same  trade,  serving  four  years  at  thirty  dollars 
per  year.  After  thcnoughly  acquiring  his 
trade,  he  worked  as  a  journeyman  in  Caryville 
for  ten  months,  then  returned  to  Geneseo, 
where  in  1848  he  opened  business,  and  at  the 
same  time  purchased  a  residence.  Mr.  Van- 
derbelt  has  followed  his  calling  in  Geneseo 
ever  since,  and  has  therefore  become  widely 
and  favorably  known  through 
tion  as  a  skilful  and  reliable 
present  he  is  the  oldest  dealer 
living  in  the  village,  having  conducted  trade 
here  nearly  fift}-  }ears.  His  early  fondness 
for  horses  still  survives,  and  he  now  conducts 
a  stage  and  livery  business  as  an  annex  to  his 
original  occupation. 

On  December  31,  1849,  Mr.  John  ().  Van- 
derbelt  married  Helen  M.  Reed,  daughter  of 
Mortimer  Reed.  They  have  had  in  all  six 
children,  as  follows:  Delia  M.,  now  a  widow; 
Elizabeth  R.,  the  wife  of  A.  R.  Scott  of  the 
Ripiiblican  Journal  at  Geneseo,  having  three 
children  —  Jeannette,  Walter  Scott,  and 
Reed;  John  A.,  a  druggist  in  Rochester,  who 
married  Lucy  Maples;  I\Iary,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-four,  an  accomplished  young 
lady,  especially  skilled  in  music,  whose  un- 
timely death  was  the  cause  of  much  regret; 
Charles  R.,  a  dentist  of  Rochester,  a  graduate 
of  Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor;  and 
Hattie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  threi.'  years. 
Mr.  Vanderbelt  is  a  musician  of  considerable 
repute,  having  led  the  village  band  for  many 
years,  and  is  not  excelled  in  these  parts  as  a 
cornet  player.  His  son  Charles  is  also  a 
skilled  master  of  that  instrument,  and  has  led 
the  band  in  Geneseo.  Mr.  Vanderbelt  is  an 
attendant  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  In  politics  hi;  is  an 
active  adherent  of  the  Republican  pariy. 


-OHN  KARClllCK,  a  retired  merchant  uf 
Attica,    \V\'()ming    County,    who  died 


January 


1S9: 


was    a  native 


l'"rance,  and  was  boiii  at  Cdlinar,  in  the 
valley  of  the  lli^per  i\hine,  Jul)'  5,  1824. 
His  father,  Genrge  Kai'cher,  was  a  miller  uf 
that  town,  where  he  >|ient  an  acti\'e  life,  ami 
died  in  1833,  at  the  age  of  fift}-eight  years. 
Mrs.  (icorge  Karcher  was  before  her  marriage 
Miss  Mary  Deisler.  After  being  the  mother 
of  a  large  family  she  died  at  her  home  in 
1842,  aged  f()rt}  -three  years. 

John  Karcher  was  the  latest  sur\'i\'ing  son  of 
fourteen  children,  of  whom  ten  grew  to  matu- 
rity. He  had  but  a  limited  education,  and  at 
fifteen  went  to  learn  the  trade  of  currier,  in- 
cluding the  making  of  gloves  antl  mittens. 
He  served  four  years  at  this  business,  anil  then 
went  to  learn  the  hatter's  trade,  the  apprentice 
to  which,  as  in  the  case  of  the  glo\e-making, 
has  to  i)a\-  f(ir  the  ]ii'i\ilege.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-(ine  he  was  (halted  intu  the  hrench 
army,  drawn  as  "Nd.  50,"  and  soon  tduiul 
himself  under  marching  urders  for  the  .South 
of  I'rance,  ifoinir  afterward  to  Northern 
Africa.  He  served  his  time,  which  was  fully 
six  years,  and  was  glad  enough  when  it  ended. 
The  French  nation  had  settlements  on  the 
Senegal  Rix'ei',  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa, 
as  early  as  1662.  The}'  ha\'e  made  explora- 
tions into  the  interior,  and  "to  the  French  the 
world  is  imlebted  foi'  nukli  valuable  informa- 
tion concerning  the  northern  ])ro\  inces  and  the 
neighboring  jxuts  of  Sahara.''  Hut  those  who 
first  went  there  paid  with  their  sufferings,  and 
often  theii"  li\es,  for  what  ]iosterit\'  enjoys. 
The  soldiers  with  whom  John  Kai'cher  was 
drafu'd  had  to  endure  gieat  prixal imis.  In 
the  years  of  1847  and  1848  they  were  set  to 
the  construction  of  roads  and  other  severe 
labors,  for  whii.h  the\'  were  jxiid  the  ])ittance 
of  from  ele\en  to  thirteen  cents  a  (la\',  the 
common  soldier  recei\  iiig  but  two  cents  a  day. 
Mr.  Karcher  worketl  on  the  road  called  the 
Omal  Road,  which  was  named  from  the 
Duke  Omal,  whose  deserted  castle  he  saw 
and  had  a  chance  to  enter.  The  soldiers 
often  suffered  for  want  of  good  water;  and  on 
this  account,  and  fi'om  other  climatic  causes, 
many    were    sick   and    large    numbers  died. 
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The  men  wcnilcl  stoop  aiul  drink,  in  their 
frenzied  tliirst,  warm  and  muddy  water  that  had 
•gathered  after  a  shower  in  tlie  camels'  deep 
tracks. 

On  leaving  the  arm\',  i\Ir.  Karcher  spent 
a  year  with  his  i)rother  in  h" ranee,  and  tlien  set 
out  for  America.  1  le  sailed  from  Havre,  May 
26,  1852,  on  the  "John  Curtis,"  an  Ameri- 
can vessel,  and  landed  in  Xew  York,  July  19, 
having  been  fifty-four  da\s  on  the  passage. 
During  twentv-two  davs  of  the  time  they  saw 
neither  laml  n(ir  other  \essel,  their  Captain 
being  incomi;etent  through  tlrink,  and  the 
craft  practically  lost  on  the  wide  sea.  On 
arrival  John  Karcher  found  himself  in  a 
strange  city,  whose  language  he  could  neither 
speak  nor  understand.  Me  had  in  money  about 
eight)'-fi\'e  dollars,  but  was  obliged  to  employ 
an  interpreter.  lie  had  Ijrought  to  this  coun- 
try from  his  brotlier,  who  was  a  manufacturer 
of  Ik'rlin-wire  jewelry,  some  wares,  of  which 
he  sold  but  a  \'er}'  few,  as  they  were  somewhat 
injured  by  the  long  journey.  'I'he  merchants 
wanted  him  to  furnish  them  consignments  on 
apprcn-al,  as  the  goods  were  a  no\'elty  t(j  the 
trade.  So  he  wrote  to  hi.>  brother,  who  re- 
turned the  answer,  "Wait  a  little"  ;  and,  while 
he  waited,  liis  funds  diminished.  He  finally 
set  out  for  Huffalo,  and  there  found  work  at 
his  old  trade  as  hatter,  getting  l)ut  fifteen  dol- 
lars a  month.  l'~or  the  secontl  month  he  was 
to  recei\'e  twent)'  dollars,  but  within  five 
months  his  brother  sent  him  a  small  stock  of 
goods  in  ]5erlin-wire  jewelry  and  |)urses.  He 
then  went  to  Xew  "\'ork,  disposed  of  a  small 
part  of  the  goods,  and  bought  a  small  stock  of 
"Vankee  ncjtions  "  and  other  jewelry,  and,  re- 
turning to  ]5uflaIo,  o|)c'ned  a  store  on  his  own 
account  on  Main  Street,  near  Cenesee  Street. 
After  continuing  in  trade  there  two  or  three 
years,  Mr.  Karcher  mo\ed  to  Attica  in  April, 
1855,  and  opened  a  stoi'e  for  ready-made  cloth- 
ing, gentlemen's  furnishing  goods,  with  mer- 
chant-tailoring in  connection.  From  this  he 
built  up  a  huge  and  successful  business,  whicli 
he  continued  nian\'  )eais. 

Mr.  K  archer  was  married  in  March,  1854, 
to  Miss  Catherine  Ivriegelstei n,  a  daughter  of 
John  Kriegelstein,  who  was  a  natix'c  of  I'^rance, 
ami  an  old  friend  uf  his  father.     He  came  to 


America  about  the  year  1828,  and  went  first  to 
Syracuse,  wheie  he  was  engaged  for  a  year  in 
the  salt  works.     He  then  went  to  Buffalo  and 
j  openeil  a  bakery,   which  was  one  of  the  first 
j  to   do   business    there    aftei'    the  old-country 
j  methoils.      A   few   years   latei'  he   m(j\'ed  to 
!  Attica  and  remainetl  here  till  his  death,  which 
!  occurred  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
J(jhn  Kriegelstein's  \s  ife  was  Catherine  Gang- 
loff,  f)f  the  Khine  x'alley.     Her  father,  Peter 
Gangloff,  came  to  this  countr)'  antl  settled  near 
Buffalo,  where  he  was  a  small  farmer.  Mrs. 
j  Kriegelstein  became  the  mother  of  seven  sons 
I  and  one  daughter,  and  li\'ed  to  be  eighty  years 
[  old,  d}'ing  in  the  year  1884.     One  son  lives  in 
I  Nebraska,  and  the  others  are  farmers  in  the 
j  neighborhood  of  Attica. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karcher  hail  four  children, 
two  of  whom  have  ilied.  The  others  are  a  son, 
Jacob  H.,  and  a  daughter,  Louise.  Jacob  H. 
has  succeeded  his  father  in  the  business,  which 
has  now  grown  to  be  quite  e.\tensi\e.  He  has 
married  Miss  Martha  McCarthy.  They  ha\-e 
no  children.  Louise  is  the  wife  of  George  C. 
Sweet,  of  Attica.  'bheir  two  s(jns  are  Albert 
H.,  aged  fourteen,  and  Hariis  J.,  thirteen 
years  old.  Mr.  Karcher  purchased  his  house 
and  nine  acres  of  land  when  he  went  to  Attica, 
and  for  twenty  years  he  and  his  family 
lived  o\'er  the  store;  but  later  Mr.  Karcher 
built  a  large  two-story  house,  into  which 
they  moved  in  1873.  Mr.  Karcher  became 
a  ^LLster  Mason  in  1864.  The  famil}'  be- 
long to  the  Lutheran  church.  Mr.  Karcher' s 
business  incieased  during  his  lifetime  from 
fifteen  thousand  to  fifty  thousand  dollars  i)er 
year,  showing  what  perse\'erance  can  accom- 
plish. 

Samuel  Kriegelstein,  one  of  the  l)rothers  of 
Mrs.  Karcher,  shoidd  ha\e  some  special  men- 
tion in  this  sketch.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  army,  undei"  Ca|)tain  IClan  I*.  .Spink.  He 
was  Sergeant  in  his  companv,  anil  was  taken 
prisoner,  and  remained  in  .Salisbury  four 
months.  Aftei'  that  he  was  paroled  and  came 
home,  but  not  to  recover;  foi'  he  had  been  lit- 
erally starved  in  his  prison.  He  died  .April 
14,  1865,  the  memorable  da}'  of  President 
Lincoln's  assassination.  He  was  unmairied, 
and  was  thirty-one  years  old. 
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'ACOH  TALL>.IAN,  a  prosperous  ami 
well-to-do  farmer  of  Mount  Moiris,  is 
uunihereil  anidiiLi;  the  solid  and  re- 
s[)eete(i  citizen^  of  this  part  (if  Livinj^- 
stun  County,  and  is  the  owner  of  one  ot  the 
finest  and  best-appi)inted  farms  to  be  found  in 
the  \  ieinity.  He  i.^  a  native  of  the  ]  Empire 
State,  and  was  lioi'n  in  Skaneateles,  (.)ni iiida[;a 
Count)',  AjMil  12,  1N17.  Mis  father,  I'eter 
Tallman,  Jr.,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and 
was  a  son  of  I'eter  Tallman,  Sr.,  a  native  of 
the  same  State. 

I'eter  Tallman,  Sr.,  was  of  English  ances- 
tr)'.  Leax'ing  his  Xew  Jersey  home  in  the 
da)'s  of  his  eail}'  manhnod,  he  became  a  pio- 
neer settler  of  I  )n()ndaL;a  County.  He  re- 
nn)\'ed  his  famih'  and  household  goods  with 
teams,  and  the  wheels  of  the  wagon  with 
which  they  came  were  the  first  ones  tired 
with  iron  that  were  ever  taken  into  that 
county.  He  bought  a  large  tract  of  wild 
land  in  the  town  of  .Skaneateles,  and  there 
cleared  and  impioxed  an  excellent  farm,  on 
which  he  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Cobham,  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives. 

Peter  Tallman,  Jr.,  was  but  a  child  when  his 
parents  migrated  to  (Jnondaga  Count\- ;  and 
there  he  grew  to  man's  estate  on  the  parental 
homestead,  l)ecoming  tamiliar  with  farming- 
pursuits,  which  he  adopted  as  his  life  occupa- 
tion. He  i)urchased  a  tract  of  timber  land, 
and  after  marriage  began  housekeei)ing  in  a 
log  house,  the  roof  of  which  was  covered  with 
shakes.  Tliere  was  no  floor,  and  the  fuiniture 
was  entirely  of  home  manufacture.  There 
being  no  stove,  the  busy  housewife  did  all  of 
her  cocjking  by  the  fire[)lace,  and  carded,  s|jun, 
and  wove  the  material  for  the  family  clothing, 
with  her  deft  fingers  fashioning  the  garments. 
The  father  imiMoved  a  considerable  ])ortion  of 
his  land,  and  resided  thereon  until  183S,  when 
he  e.xchanged  his  farm  foi"  land  in  Mount  Mor- 
ris, and  here  sjient  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
passing  away  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  He  married  Magdalene  I.eb'evre, 
a  native  of  Ulster  County,  and  the  descendant 
of  a  French  faniil)'  of  that  section.  She  died 
in  Onondaga  County,  Xew  \'oik,  when  in  the 
prime  ol    womanliooil,   being   l.)ut   forl\'  years 


old,  and  left  six  children;  namel\-,  Joliu  L., 
Margaret,  Jacob,  ITfie  J.,  bilizabeth,  and 
I'eter.  Mr.  Tallman  subsequenth'  f(jrmed  a 
second  matrimonial  alliance,  ot  which  union 
two  sons  were  born  —  (iaiaett  and  William  J. 

Jacob  Tallman,  of  whom  we  write,  was 
twent}'-one  \ears  ot  age  when  he  tame  with 
his  jiarents  to  Mount  Moia  is,  and  remained  an 
inmate  of  the  parental  household  until  after 
his  marriage,  having  i")re\-iousl)-,  howe\-er,  in- 
vested his  earnings  in  a  tract  of  land  con- 
sisting of  fift\-fovn-  acres  of  tindjer.  He 
continued  working  on  the  home  farm  for  two 
)'ears  longer,  and  then  purchased  ninetv  acres 
of  lantl  about  a  mile  distant.  l"or  a  }K'i  iod  of 
twelve  )'ears  he  laboretl  to  clear  and  im[jro\e 
his  farm,  and  then  Inuight  the  estate  on  which 
he  now  resides.  This  \aluable  property  con- 
tains three  hundred  and  twent)'-five  acres  of 
rich  and  productive  land,  which  is  untler  a 
high  state  of  culture,  and  well  sup]ilieil  with 
modern  machinei)'. 

In  1H55  Mr.  Tallman  was  uniteil  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mai"\'  :\.  Hlood,  a  native  of 
Tecuniseh,  Lenawee  Count}',  Mich.,  and  a 
daughter  of  hlzra  h'axon  Blood,  of  that  place. 
This  happy  unioii  has  Ijcen  lilessed  Iiy  the 
birth  of  two  children  -  hdora  IClizabelli  and 
Charles  V.  hMora  \'..  is  the  wife  of  james 
Rowe,  ami  the  mother  of  two  children  —  ]\Iar- 
guerite  and  Carroll.  ]\Ir.  Tallman  is  a  man  of 
undoubted  honest)'  and  iiitegrit\';  and  his 
woith  as  a  citizen,  friend,  and  neighbor  is 
full)'  apjireciated  throughout  the  comnnmit\', 
where  he  is  held  in  great  esteem.  ISoth  he 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  conscientious  niem- 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  chuich. 


ILI.IAM  N.  MARTIN,  M.H.,  a 
|)ractising  pln  sician  at  Cow  le.^\  i  1  le, 
N.\'.,  where  he  has  f<dloW(.-il  his 
])rotession  foi'  t  wcnt)'-eight  \eais,  was  boin 
in  Cattaraugus  Count)',  N.  \'.  He  is  a 
soil  of  Isaac  R.  Maitin,  and  grandson  t)f 
Robert  Maitin,  a  nati\e  of  the  State  of  New- 
Jersey,  who  was  born  June  18,  1775,  and  tlieel 
January  22,  1S19.  Robert  Martin's  wife, 
who-,e  maiden  name  was  Christina  Pighme, 
came  from  1  )utchess  Coun[\',  Xew  X'oi'k,  .she 
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bore  him  seven  children,  four  sons  and  one 
dauf;hter  attaining;'  tlieii-  majority,  the  only 
survivtir  of  these  now  hein^"  Isaac  R.  lAIartin, 
Dr.  Martin's  father. 

The  hitter's  only  sister  became  the  wife  of 
William  1^.  Harmon,  of  l^atavia.  His 
brother,  Hiram  II.  Martin,  followed  the  trade 
of  a  wagon-maker,  and  was  quite  a  prominent 
man.  Althou<^h  a  Democrat  in  a  Republican 
town,  he  was  Super\  isor  and  (Jverseer  of  the 
Poor  for  many  years.  His  youngest  brother, 
George  H.  Martin,  was  a  millwright  in  Bata- 
via,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  Anijther  brother,  Runnion  Martin, 
was  a  carpenter,  and  had  charge  of  the  Con- 
gress Sj^rings  at  Saratoga  for  several  years, 
afterward  becoming  a  merchant.  These 
brothers  all  became  heads  of  families. 

Isaac  R.  INIartin  was  born  at  Saratoga  in 
1805.  He  has  led  a  very  busy  life,  being 
originall}-  a  merchant  at  Saratoga  Springs. 
He  came  West  in  search  of  better  health,  and 
arrived  in  Cattaraugus  County  May  6,  1833. 
Afterward  he  became  a  merchant  in  Alden, 
where  he  continuetl  in  trade  for  twenty-three 
years.  He  returneil  to  Cowlesville  for  the  last 
time  in  1893,  and  settled  down  at  his  present 
residence.  Though  ninety  years  of  age,  Mr. 
Martin  is  mentally  and  physically  well  pre- 
served, and  would  hartll)-  be  taken  for  one  who 
has  jxissed  so  far  be_\-ond  the  fourscore  limit. 
His  first  Presidential  \'ote  was  cast  for  Andrew 
Jackson,  and  he  has  continued  to  adhere  to  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party  ever  since. 
He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  one  term,  but 
declined  a  re-election. 

Ihe  maiden  name  of  Dr.  Martin's  mother 
was  Adeline  Wooley.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Nehemiah  Woolc}',  of  .Saratoga,  and  was  Isaac 
Martin's  second  wife,  his  fnst,  whose  name 
was  Sally  Scoville,  hax  ing  died  in  1830,  lea\'- 
ing  one  son.  Mi'.  Martin  was  married  to  Miss 
Wooley  on  October  iS,  1 831  ;  and  they  reared 
a  large  famil\'.  ()iie  son,  Robert  H.  Martin, 
a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  was  killed,  leaving 
a  wife  and  si.\  children,  who  now  reside  in 
and  about  Wellsville,  N.  \\  Dr.  Martin's 
brothers  were  named  as  ft)llows:  Robert  H., 
luentioned  above;  Ceorge  A.,  who  died  April 
7,  1832,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years;  Harnmn 


I.,  a  painter  residing  in  West  Alden.  His 
sisters  are  as  follows:  .Susan;  Christina  A., 
wife  of  Lala)ette  Daggett,  residing  in  Cowles- 
ville, who  has  one  son  - W'i  1 1  i,un  li.  ;  Cairie 
D. ,  unmarried,  and  residing  at  home;  and 
Grace  Adell,  also  residing  at  home  with  her 
father. 

William  N.  Martin  passed  his  early  bo)'hood 
up(jn  his  father's  farm,  meanwhile  attending 
the  district  schools  and  also  the  Aurora  Acad- 
emy. He  learned  the  joiner's  trade,  and 
worked  at  it  in  the  summer  time,  teaching 
schocd  in  winter.  When  sufficiently  ad^'anced, 
he  took  up  the  stud}-  of  medicine  with  Drs. 
Bradle)'  G(jodyear  at  Alden  and  M.  K.  Potter 
at  Cowlesville,  and  graduated  from  the  med- 
ical department  of  the  Buffalo  University 
in  1867,  since  which  time  he  has  practised  in 
Cowlesville,  with  the  exception  of  six  months 
passed  in  the  State  of  Minnesota  with  his 
invalid  wife.  He  is  the  only  physician  in 
Cowlesville,  and  has  a  large  practice  —  so 
large,  indeed,  as  to  show  unanimous  confidence 
in  his  knowledge  and  skill.  He  purchased  his 
pleasant  residence  in  1870.  Dr.  Martin  is  a 
Master  Mason,  and  is  a  Democrat  in  jiolitics. 
He  has  l)een  Sujierv  isor  one  teiiu  and  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  seven  years.  He  is  now 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Pension  Examiners 
at  \\'arsaw. 

Di-.  Martin  was  first  married  November  7, 
1862,  to  Marion  K.  Searls,  of  Wales,  Erie 
County.  She  died  about  eighteen  months  after 
marriage,  leaving  one  son,  Marion  luigene, 
now  a  i)h}'sician  at  Bennington  Centie,  who 
has  a  wife  and  three  sons. 

On  June  29,  1 870,  Dr.  Martin  married  for 
his  second  wife  Miss  Mary  Augusta  Eolsom, 
of  I'olsomdale,  daughter  of  Colonel  John  B. 
Eolsom.  She  died  in  1873  at  the  age  of 
twenty-fix'e,  leaving  one  daughter,  Mar\'  Au- 
gusta, ncjw  the  wife  of  Horace  P.  'Paber,  of 
East  Aurora,  N.  ^'. 

On  May  20,  1875,  Dr.  Martin  was  united  to 
his  third  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Miss 
M.  I..  Canijibell,  a  daughter  of  Leander  S. 
Cami)bell,  of  Alden,  Erie  County.  Mrs.  I\Iar- 
tin's  father  died  Ma)'  9,  1838,  leaving  a  widow 
and  se\en  children  ;  and  her  mother  died 
March  ij,  1871,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years. 
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Of  the  seven  chilclieii  four  are  now  living  — 
Mrs.  Dr.  Martin;  R(il)ert  J.  Campbell,  a 
resident  ui  Wiiy  Cit)',  Mieh.  ;  Jcjhn  A.  and 
Cornelia,  who  leside  on  the  home  farm  in 
Marilla. 


OHN  C.  Dl'X'Kl'lR,  a  thriving  farmer  of 
South  I.i\(inia,  Li\'ingston  County, 
N.V.,  was  born  in  Li\'onia,  October 
25,  1S22.  His  grandfather,  John 
Decker,  whu  was  a  (German  emigrant,  came  to 
Livonia  in  1799,  where  he  took  a  deed  from 
the  agent  of  tlie  Countess  of  Bath  for  a  tract 
of  one  hundred  antl  si.xty  acres  of  land,  and 
became  one  of  the  mo^t  skilfid  hunters  and 
trappers  in  this  region.  lie  built  a  frame 
house  on  this  land,  in  which  he  lived  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  nearest  market 
was  Rochester,  and  thither  he  carried  the  flesh 
and  skins  of  the  animals  which  had  fallen  vic- 
tims to  his  ingenious  traps  and  unerring  rifle 
aim.  His  wife's  maiden  name  was  Katie 
Weltie.  Grandfather  Decker  lived  to  be 
seventy-two  years  of  age. 

His  son  Henry,  the  .second  of  the  Decker 
generation  in  America,  and  the  father  (A  AL". 
John  C.  Decker,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  was  educated  in  Lixonia,  where  he 
was  a  farmer  and  a  distiller.  He  bought  a 
farm  atljoining  that  of  his  father,  which  upon 
the  latter' s  death  he  also  purchased.  Ff)ur 
iumdred  acres  of  this  estate  he  afterward  sold; 
and  he  mo\'ed  into  Lima,  in  order  that  his 
younger  children  might  have  better  educa- 
tional ad\antages.  ITeven  children  were 
b(jrnc  to  him  by  his  wife,  IVLirtha  Mather,  si.\ 
of  whom  are  now  living. 

John  C.  Decker,  after  completing  the  course 
of  study  prescribed  b)'  the  common  schools  (jf 
his  town,  tiexdtetl  himself  to  farm  work  until 
he  was  tweiity-tive,  when  he  acquired  the  dig- 
nity of  a  landed  pro|)rietor  by  purchasing  a 
hundred  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  erected 
buildings,  and  which  he  has  diligentl)  im- 
proved !))•  cultix'alion.  He  now  has  an  estate 
of  one  hundred  anil  si.xty  acres,  which  he  man- 
ages intelligent!}'  and  profitably.  In  1849  he 
married  Mi->s  Charlotte  Cowles,  a  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Charlotte  (Cole)  Cowdes,  of  ILirt- 


ford  County,  Conn.  The  (Jiie  tlaughter  of  this 
union,  i'"rances,  married  the  Kcv.  Amos 
Kiehle,  ol  I.ixingston  Count\',  but  was  not 
sjjared  to  enjo)'  maii}'  \ears  ot  wilehood  and 
motherhood.  She  died  in  her  tli i  1  t)  -fi t ih  year, 
leaving  one  son,  lu'nest,  who  li\es  with  his 
grandi)arents.  Mr.  Kiehle,  the  bo)'s  father, 
is  a  l'resb)'terian  clerg\inan,  with  a  pastorate 
in  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Mr.  Decker  is  always  interested  in  the  i)o- 
litical  issues  of  the  times,  and  has  been  a  Re- 
publican since  the  formation  of  that  jjarty. 
He  has  e.xeicised  the  l  ight  (if  suffrage  more 
than  half  a  ceiitur}',  ha\  ing  ca^t  his  first  Presi- 
dential \  ote  tor  James  K.  I'ldk  in  l  S44.  A 
portrait  of  this  veteran  agriculturist,  the  years 
of  wh(jse  life  are  past  threescore  years  and  ten, 
may  be  seen  on  the  opposite  jxige.  I-~\dtlentl\' 
the  "gospel  of  outdoors  "  has  not  been  preached 
to  him  in  \  ain. 


iRS.  KLIZA  WATSON,  a  resident 
of  X'arysburg,  t(jwn  of  Sheldon, 
Wyoming  Countv,  wiilow  of  the 
late  John  C.  Wat.^on,  M.D.,  who 
practised  medicine  in  this  \  illage  and  the  sur- 
rountling  country  for  twent)'  years,  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  and  Xellie  (Libolt)  Parker. 
Her  jjaternal  grand[)arents,  Samuel  and  Ase- 
nath  (Lawrence)  Parker,  came  from  .Shafts- 
bury,  V't.,  to  Onondaga  Count}-,  New  \'ork, 
where  they  were  among  the  earl}'  settlers. 
They  made  the  journey  from  Verniont  011 
horseback,  and  Mrs.  Aseiiath  Parker  was  the 
first  lady  teacher  in  Onondaga  Count}'.  .She 
became  the  inother  of  eight  children,  all  of 
whom  are  passed  away. 

Lliza  Parker  taught  school  hex'eral  ternis  in 
Caiiatia,  and  on  iXugust  13,  1.S57,  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Dr.  John  C.  Watson,  of  livic 
Count}',  son  of  Dr.  Ira  antl  Sail}'  (.Ste\'ens) 
Watson.  Dr.  Watson's  grandfather  was  a 
man  of  wealth  and  inlluence,  and  ver}'  promi- 
nent in  his  coii)munil\'.  His  father,  Dr.  Ira 
Watson,  \\'as  twice  mariied,  ha\'ing  had  seven 
children  1)\'  the  first  man  iage  ami  three  chil- 
dren b}'  the  second  marriage.  (^f  these  the 
onl}'  sur\'i\'or  is  pAlward  Watson,  now  residing 
in  Kansas.     Di'.  John  C.  Watson  was  foi-  four 
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years  a  partner  of  old  Dr.  Potter  before  the 
death  of  that  venerable  |)h}-.sician,  and  no 
doubt  o])tainetl  a  [;i'eat  ileal  nf  \;ilual)le  experi- 
ence b)'  that  association.  He  was  a  skilful 
practitioner  and  e.xceetlingly  popular  both  pro- 
fessionally and  socially.  Me  was  a  Master 
Mason,  and  a  ineniber  of  the  Methodist  church. 
His  death  occurred  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  fift}'- 
five  )'ears. 

l^ut  one  child  blessed  the  union  of  Dr.  John 
C.  and  I'lliza  (Parker)  Watson;  namely,  Liz- 
zie, now  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Scoville,  a  son  of 
George  and  'I'hcresa  (liecbe)  Scoville,  the 
latter  a  native  of  X'ciinont.  tieorge  Scoville 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years,  leaving 
two  children —  J.  W.  ;  and  Antha,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  Roswell  Howell,  and  resides  in 
Kan.sas.  The  mother  again  married  ;  and  she 
died  September  15,  1875,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  years.  J.  \V.  Scoville  received  a  common- 
school  education,  and  remained  at  home  until 
his  mother's  death.  His  father  left  a  large 
and  well-improved  farm,  which  is -  still  j^os- 
sessed  by  the  family.  it  is  situated  about  one 
mile  north  of  N'arysbnrg.  1 1  is  marriage  to 
Miss  I.izzie  Watson  occurred  in  December, 
1878;  and  they  have  since  resided  at  the  old 
home,  having  two  sons  —  John  W.  and  Gad  P. 
John  Watson  Sco\-ille,  born  November  22, 
1880,  now  a  stutlent  in  Attica,  a  very  bright 
and  jjromising  )'oimg  man,  is  an  apt  scholar, 
far  in  advance  of  his  vears,  and  will  graduate 
in  1895.  The  second  son,  (jad  Parker  Sco- 
ville, was  born  May  4,  1S85. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Scoville  is  a  Master  Mason,  and 
a  Republican  in  politics.  He  is  extensively 
engaged  in  farming,  the  four  farms  which  he 
operates  aggregating  in  all  over  se\'en  hundred 
acres.  He  owns  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
sixteen  acres  situated  north  of  Varyshurg; 
and  the  other  thiee  are  the  pro[)erty  of  his 
wife  and  her  mother,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  They  kee|)  abcnit  one  hundred  cows, 
the  product  of  which  is  disposed  of  at  J^uffalo 
and  at  the  cheese  factory.  Mr.  Scoville  carries 
on  general  farming,  which  his  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  agriculture  in  all  its  branches  enables 
him  to  make  exceedingly  profitable.  The 
family  are  all  active  and  valued  members  of 
the  Methodist  church. 


T^ALVIN  KN0WL1-:S  is  a  native  rcsi- 
I  V-^  dent  of  Avon,  he  having  been  born  in 
\%  ,  this  town,  August  29,  1821;  and, 
as  he  has  always  made  Avon  liis 
home,  he  has  jjasseil  nearly  three-quarters  of  a 
century  here,  and  is  very  generally  known  in 
this  section.  He  is  of  New  ICngland  descent, 
both  his  father  and  his  grandfather,  who  bore 
the  same  name,  Paul,  having  Ijeen  born  in 
Massachusetts.  Paul  Knowles,  the  elder, 
lived  in  the  old  ]5ay  State  all  his  life,  and 
was  a  farmer  from  first  to  last. 

Paul  Knowles,  Jr.,  father  of  Cah'in,  was 
born  in  Samlisfield,  Mass.,  and  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools.  Of  course  he  helped 
his  father  on  the  farm  during  his  school  days; 
but,  as  he  had  more  taste  for  manufacturing 
than  for  agriculture,  he  became  a  wool  carder 
and  clothier  by  occupation.  Finally  he  re- 
moved from  his  native  State  to  New  York, 
making  the  journey  with  an  ox  team,  and 
being  accompanietl  by  several  other  Massachu- 
setts pco|)Ie.  He  worked  in  a  factor}'  in  what 
is  now  the  town  oi  West  Bloomfield  for  about 
a  year,  when  he  remcjved  to  Avon,  and  began 
business  for  himself  in  a  small  way,  erecting 
a  humble  carding  and  cloth-dressing  mill.  It 
was  located  where  the  arched  bridge  now 
stands,  and  although  small  in  capacity  was 
first-class  in  equi|)ment,  and  turned  out  excel- 
lent work.  Mr.  Knowles  had  an  eligible 
water-power  located  on  Conesus  Creek;  and, 
when  he  purchasetl  the  mill  privilege,  he  also 
purchased  the  land  adjoining.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  business  at  that  point  for  about  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  and  his  operations  were 
by  no  means  confined  to  carding  and  cloth 
dressing;  for  he  added  a  saw-mill  to  his  phint, 
bought  one  hundreil  and  twelve  acres  of  timber 
land  located  in  the  district  known  as  "Sugar- 
berry,"  antl  made  a  gootl  deal  of  lumber.  P^i- 
nally  his  business  —  that  is,  the  carding  and 
cloth-dressing  part  of  it  —  had  to  make  wa_\- 
for  the  great  woollen-mills;  and  he  retired  to 
his  farm,  although  he  continued  to  operate  his 
saw-iviill. 

For  some  years  after  he  bought  his  farm  a 
log  house  was  the  only  building  on  it;  but  it 
would  certainly  have  been  strange  had  the 
owner  of  a  saw-mill  been  content  to  live  in  a 
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loj^  cal)in,  and  in  1814  he  bcj^an  the  erection 
of  the  frame  house  in  which  tlie  subject  of  our 
sketcli  was  born  se\en  \'ears  later,  and  in 
which  he  lives  to-day.  'idiis  was  towai'd  the 
close  of  the  second  war  with  lingland,  and 
before  the  building'  was  completed  two  regi- 
ments of  ca\'alr\'  canie  to  winter  their  horses 
at  Avon.  As  a  choice  of  evils  Mr.  Knowles 
decidetl  to  move  into  his  unfinished  house, 
and  leave  his  log  house  for  the  use  of  the 
cavalrymen.  'I'hey  accepted  the  situation, 
and  lived  on  his  pivmises  until  the  following 
summer.  Paul  Knowles,  Jr.,  died  at  the  age 
of  fifty-nine.  lie  had  been  an  active  and  use- 
ful member  of  the  community,  had  held  a 
commission  as  justice  of  the  Peace,  ami 
served  several  terms  as  Commissioner  of 
Highways.  His  wife  Betsy  McNight,  was  a 
daughter  of  Robert  and  I'31izabeth  McNight, 
of  Massachusetts.  Robert  McNight  was  a 
veteran  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  drew 
a  pension  from  the  government.  Paul  and 
Betsy  (McNight)  Knowles  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  their  names  being  as  fc)llows: 
William,  Ann  Mli/a,  Caroline,  Bets)',  Paul, 
Calvin,  George,  James. 

Calvin  is  now  the  only  survivor.  lie  was 
educated  at  the  Avon  district  schools  and 
Academy,  attended  the  Temple  Hill  Academy 
at  Geneseo  one  year  and  the  Wesleyan  Semi- 
nar)' at  Lima  two  years.  After  teaching 
school  one  winter  at  Bloomfield  and  one  at 
Avon  he  began  the  study  ot  law,  first  with 
Amos  Dann,  of  A\on,  and  then  in  the  office 
of  Wood  &  Chamberlin,  of  Geneseo.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bai'  in  1852,  and  prac- 
tised until  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  Thirteenth  New  York  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, as  a  private  soldier,  but  was  jiromoted 
to  the  position  of  ( Juartermaster  Sergeant. 

He  was  ijresent  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
took  active  part  in  the  Peninsular  campaign, 
and  saw  more  than  two  years  of  service  before 
being  mustered  out.  Returning  to  Avon  he 
resumed  the  i)ractice  of  his  profession.  He 
was  appointeil  recruiting  officer  of  this  Con- 
gressional district  when  a  draft  was  ordered, 
being  himself  exempt  on  account  of  aeti\e 
service  and  honorable  discharge;  and  the 
irony  of  fate  is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  he 


was  obliged  as  recruiting  officer  to  call  ujion 
one  of  his  younger  brothers  for  service  in  the 
field  or  lor  the  hirnishing  ot  satisfactory  sub- 
stitutes. 

Cahdn  Knowles  is  connected  with  the  P'ree 
Masons,  is  a  member  of  H.  C.  Cutler  Post, 
No.  235,  Grand  Army  of  the  Re])ublic,  and 
is  almost  uni\ersally  known  in  this  section  in 
both  social  and  professional  circles.  He  has 
held  a  commission  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
more  than  a  Cjuarter  of  a  century.  He  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  a  little  more  than 
half  a  centui-y  ago,  in  1844,  for  Henr)-  Cla)-; 
and  he  has  always  sujiported  the  Republican 
ticket  since  the  formation  of  that  part)-. 


T^^liNE  PLUMLKY,  a  very  successful 
farmer  of  Bennington  Centre,  N.Y.,  a 
-  scarred  veteran  of  the  late  war,  was 
born  in  Attica  in  the  same  county,  September 
19,  1841.  His  grandfather,  PZrastus  Plumley, 
was  born  at  Brantford,  \'t.,  about  the  year 
1784;  and  his  father,  William  Plumley,  was 
a  native  (<f  the  same  State,  born  in  1813. 

Erastus  Plumley  removed  to  W\-oming 
County,  New  York,  and  settled  on  a  tract  of 
land  about  two  and  (Mie-half  miles  south-east 
of  Bennington  Centre,  then  called  Hadley 
Hollow,  in  the  year  181S.  He  journe)ed 
from  New  l^^ngland  with  his  ox  team,  bringing 
his  wife  and  tamil)',  and  began  as  a  pioneer  in 
a  rude  log  house,  which  he  himself  erected  fur 
a  habitation  in  the  then  almost  unbroken  wil- 
derness, he  having  ])iirchased  fifty  aci'es  of 
land  at  four  didlars  per  acre,  the  land  office 
at  that  time  being  at  Batavia,  seventeen  miles 
distant.  'Phis  land  he  improved  to  some  ex- 
tent, and  later  sold  in  order  to  jnirchase  a 
larger  tract  of  se\'ent)-l wo  acres.  His  wife, 
wliose  maitlen  name  was  Polly  Neff,  and  who 
was  of  Lebanon,  Conn.,  became  the  mother  of 
eight  children,  all  sons,  two  of  whom,  Albert 
and  AL'in,  were  twins,  one  being  a  Methodist 
preacher  and  the  other  a  Baptist.  These  are 
all  deceased  with  the  excejjtion  of  one,  Mar- 
shall, who  resides  in  .Summit,  Mich.,  at  the 
age  of  over  se\enty  )ears.  P.iastus  and  Poll)- 
(Neff)  Plumley  resided  upon  their  farm  in 
Bennington  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  with 
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the  exception  of  two  years  which  they  passeti 
with  one  of  their  sons  in  Ohio,  he  dying  in 
lS56aiulhis  wife  one  }ear  later.  Their  re- 
mains rest  in  the  iieniiiiigton  Cemetery.  'J'he)' 
were  members  of  tlie  Baptist  church,  of  which 
ErastLis  I'lumley  was  an  official  for  many  years. 

William  N.  I'lumle)'  was  reared  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  ami  also  learned  the  black- 
smith's tratle.  About  the  year  1835  l^*-' 
married  in  Attica  h^liza  Allen,  daughter  of 
Jehiel  and  Hulda  Allen,  of  Buffalo.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  \'ermont  and  a  cousin 
of  the  celebrated  Colonel  l^than  Allen,  of 
Ticonderoga  fame.  i\Ir.  I'lumley  followed  his 
trade  in  Attica  for  many  )'ears,  and  then 
moved  to  the  old  farm  which  his  father  had 
owned,  and  which  he  conducted  for  a  time, 
selling  it  about  1868,  and  purchasing  a  home 
in  Bennington  Centre,  where  he  continued  to 
work  at  his  trade  until  his  decease,  which  oc- 
curred in  1875,  at  sixty-four  years  of  age. 
Mrs.  Eliza  Allen  Plumley  reached  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years,  and  died  in  the  month  of 
August,  1894.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven 
chiklren,  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  of 
whom  two  of  the  daughters  are  deceased. 
One  of  the  sons  is  George  \Y.  Plumley,  a 
j)rinter  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  who  is  married  and 
has  a  family.  Another,  Walter  Plumley,  is  a 
machinist  of  Willimantic,  Conn.,  aged  fifty- 
six  years.  Eugene  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Their  sisters  are  Martha,  a  maiden 
lad)-,  who  resides  with  her  brother  at  Ben- 
nington, and  Emma  J.,  wife  of  Erank  Pearl,  a 
machinist  of  .South  Windham,  Conn.  The 
tleceased  were:  Amelia,  wife  of  Henry  Een- 
ton,  who  dieil  at  the  old  homestead  in  1890, 
leaving  one  S(jn  and  two  daughters ;  and  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  George  1'^  I'itch,  who  died  at 
ILartford,  Conn.,  in  1877. 

luigene  I'lumley  attended  the  district 
school,  ami  was  trained  to  farm  life.  He  also 
learned  the  tratle  of  carriage  builder,  at  which 
he  worked  for  fovu'  A'ears  at  Jefferson,  Ohio, 
and  in  1861  enlisted  fiom  that  place  for  three 
months'  service  at  the  conunencement  of  ti)e 
Civil  War.  After  being  discharged,  he  re- 
turned to  his  nati\e  village,  and  in  1863  re- 
enlisted  in  the  P^ighth  New  York  Heavy 
Artillery,  ser\ing  until  June  16,   1864,  when 


he  was  wounded  by  an  ounce  minie  ball, 
which  Mr.  Plumley  has  preserved,  it  having 
entered  the  corner  of  his  left  eye,  b}'  the 
bridge  of  his  nose,  cuul  li;(lged  in  the  back  of 
the  neck,  wlieiice  it  was  extracted.  He  was 
sent  to  the  hospital  at  Portsmouth  (jro\'e, 
R.I.,  from  which  he  wlis  tlischarged  December 
27,  1864.  After  leav  ing  the  hospital  he  at- 
tended to  his  wound  b)'  bathing  it  several 
times  in  every  twenty-four  hours  with  spring 
watei',  holding  his  head  beneath  a  faucet,  and 
allowing  the  water  to  t1ovv  through  the  cavity 
made  by  the  Inillet,  which  was  nine  years  in 
healing.  He  received  a  pension  of  twenty- 
four  dollars  per  month,  and  his  case  is  said  to 
be  the  only  one  on  record  where  such  a  wound 
has  not  proved  latal. 

On  December  11,  1865,  Mr.  Eugene  Plum- 
ley married  Miss  Mina  R.  Owen,  of  Benning- 
ton, tlaughter  of  James  and  Sarah  Ann 
(Miller)  Owen,  her  mother  liaving  been  a 
native  of  Mitldlebury,  and  her  father  of  Wyo- 
ming. The  f(jinier  died  in  i.S5(j  at  the  age  of 
thirty  yeai's,  leaving  two  elaughters,  Mrs. 
Plumlc)'  antl  her  sister,  AllieJ.  Owen.  Her 
father  is  a  retired  commercial  traveller,  resid- 
ing at  Niagara  P\ills,  N.Y.  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Plumley  have  lost  two  daughters,  their  first- 
bom,  Anna,  having  ilied  at  three  years  of  age, 
and  Allie  li.  at  sixteen.  The  latter,  who  was 
full  of  youthful  strength  and  ])romise,  became 
a  victim  of  typhoifl  fever.  The  only  surviv- 
ing daughter,  Addie  Patti,  was  married  on 
Ajjril  I,  1892,  to  Dr.  William  I\L  Haynes,  a 
]>ractising  physician  of  Sherman,  Chautauqua 
County,  New  York.  She  is  an  accomplished 
young  lady,  having  been  thoroughly  educatetl 
at  Bennington,  and  being  a  very  fine  pianist. 

IMr.  Plumley  is  a  comrade  of  Rowley  P. 
TayU)r  Pi)st,  No.  219,  and  has  held  some  of 
the  minor  offices.  He  is  an  attendant  of  the 
l^aptist  chuich,  of  which  Mrs.  I'lumley  is  a 
member.  On  his  farm  of  one  hundred  ami 
thirty  acres  he  makes  a  specialtv  of  sheep- 
raising,  having  an  average  fiock  of  from  one 
hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fittv  Sliiopshire 
sheep,  and  also  raises  superior  draft  horses. 
He  has  served  the  village  as  Postmaster  eight 
years,  Justice  of  the  Peace  four  )-ears.  Notary 
twelve  )'ears,  and  Deputy  Sheriff  three  \ears 
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—  a  <2:ood  record  fur  usetul  and  valued  citizen- 
ship. 


'OHN  NI'SMITII  DAVIDSON,  farmer 
and  sometime  teaclier,  a  \vell-I:no\vn 
l)iil)lic-s[jirited  citizen  (jf  Cienesee 
l'~alls,  \v,is  born  April  14,  1833,  in 
Windham,  N.ll.,  son  of  William  and  Annis 
(Nesmith)  Davidson.  His  earliest  ancestors 
in  this  country,  b(jth  iKiternal  and  maternal, 
were  Scotcli-lrish.  The  genealogy  of  the  two 
families  for  several  generations  is  given  in 
I\Ir.  Morrison's  History  of  the  town  of  Wind- 
ham, N.H.,  which  was  formerly  a  part  of 
Loiidcjnderry .  I'~rom  this  it  api)ears  that  a 
William  Da\'idson,  who  was  of  Scotch  de- 
scent, but  born  in  Ireland,  came  to  America 
with  his  wife  Mary  and  children,  and  settled 
in  Woburn,  Mass.,  in  1728. 

John,  their  sixth  child,  born  in  1720,  re- 
moved to  Windham,  N.ll.,  in  1752.  Deacon 
William,  son  of  John,  l;orn  in  1761,  married 
Jane  Barnet.  Their  son  William,  born  in 
Windham  in  1S02,  married  December  27, 
1827,  Annis  Nesmith,  a  great-gratid-daughter 
of  Deac(Mi  James  Nesmith,  one  oi  the  sixteen 
original  [jro|)rietors  of  Londonderry,  N.H., 
the  date  of  whose  settlement  by  a  band  of 
intelligent,  religious,  liberty  loving  Scotch- 
Irish  colonists  was  April  22,  1719.  The 
Nesmiths  luul  previously  migrated,  in  1690, 
from  Scotland  to  Ireland,  where  in  1714 
James  mari  ietl  h.lizabeth  McKeen.  The  fam- 
ily has  from  the  first  held  high  rank  in  New 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  among  the  pos- 
terity of  the  Pilgrim  and  I'uritan  pioneers. 

Annis  Nesmith,  liorn  in  1801,  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  Nesmith,  .Sr.,  a  farmer  and  store- 
keeper of  Windham.  Her  Itrother  John  (boi-n 
in  1793  and  died  in  i.S6(j),  who  with  an  older 
brother,  Thomas,  settled  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  in 
1 83 1,  was  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and 
successful  of  New  Lngiand  manufacturers, 
being  largely  interested  in  mills  in  that  city 
and  in  other  jilaces.  A  liberal  hel|:)er  of  the 
antislavcry  cause,  a  frientl  of  tempercUice, 
and  a  stanch  patriot,  his  influence  was  widely 
fell  for  good.  He  was  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  the  State  in   1862,  when  John  A.  Andrew 


was  Govern<jr.  One  of  his  daughters  is  the 
wife  of  the  present  Governor  Greenhalge. 

William  and  Annis  Nesmith  Davidscm  re- 
moved to  New  Y(jrk  Stale  about  sixty  years 
ago,  settling  in  1836  on  the  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  now  occupied  by  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr.  Da\idson  con- 
tinued to  clear  and  improve  the  land  luitil  his 
death,  February  6,  1855,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
two  years.  He  and  his  wife  had  eight  sons 
who  grew  t(j  manhood,  namely:  William  K., 
of  Buffalo,  an  inspector  in  tlie  interest  of  the 
Erie  Railroatl  Company;  John  N.  ;  Thomas 
A.  (deceased);  George  II.  (deceased);  Fran- 
cis J.;  Albert  O.,  a  large  woollen  manufact- 
urer in  Massachusetts;  Jacob  M.  ;  and  Irving 
H.  Mrs.  Annis  Nesmith  Davidson  was  one 
of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  dead. 
She  spent  her  last  years  with  her  sons,  and  tiled 
March  31,  1S77,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six. 
Both  jiarents  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  the  father  having  the  office  of  Klder. 

John  N.  Davitlson  came  to  the  present  home 
when  he  was  three  years  okl,  and  remained 
with  his  father  till  he  was  nineteen.  Heat- 
tended  the  (.listrict  school  and  later  the  Alfred 
Acatlemy  in  Alfred,  Allegany  County,  where 
he  graduatetl  in  1854.  After  this  he  began 
teaching  in  the  neighborhood,  and  taught  sev- 
eral years  in  the  district  and  union  schocds, 
carrying  on  some  farm  work  at  the  same  time. 
In  later  years  he  has  been  active  in  public 
matters,  and  is  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Re- 
puldican  ticket.  He  has  been  elected  to  vari- 
ous ofiices,  and  has  been  Supervisor  three 
terms.  He  was  elected  to  the  Asseml)l\  in 
1871-72,  and  at  present  is  a  Director  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Pike.  Of  late  he  has  been  liv- 
ing a  retiied  life  on  the  old  homestead.  He 
attends  to  the  interests  of  the  town  antl  neigh- 
borhood as  a  good  citizen,  with  the  compo^uie 
and  serenity  which  belong  onl\'  to  maturer 
life  and  the  consciousness  of  iluty  done. 


"O  N.    G  R  !•:  !•:  N  L  !•:  A  F    S.    V  A  N- 
(iORDb!I\,  a  luominent  resilient  and 
able   law)er  ot   the  town  of  Pike, 
N.\'.,  was  born  in  Voik,  Living- 
ston County,  June  2,  1855.     He  is  the  son  of 
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Simon  VanGoixler,  whose  native  place  was 
Tio^a  Point,  N.Y.,  and  grandson  of  Jolin  Van- 
Gorder,  who  was  born  in  Ulster  County,  as 
were  most  of  his  ancestcjrs  whose  record  in 
this  county  is  known.  They  were  originally 
from  Holland;  and  it  is  known  that  the  pro- 
genitors i)f  tlie  family  ten  generations  back, 
about  1648,  left  Alban)',  and  went  to  the 
present  city  of  Kingston,  being  among  the 
primiti\-e  settlers  there.  The  grantlfather  of 
Mr.  \'anGorder  livetl  in  that  locality,  and 
later  moved  to  Geneseo,  Li\'ingston  County, 
where  he  was  a  hotel-keeper  as  well  as  farmer, 
and  where  he  spent  his  later  years.  11  is  son 
Simon  was  engaged  with  him  in  the  hotel 
business,  but  died  at  the  comparatively  early 
age  of  thirty-six  years.  Simon  YanGorder 
married  IClizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  More- 
house, of  Bethany,  Washington  County, 
N.Y.,  her  birthplace  being  Argyle,  N.Y.  ISy 
a  previous  marriage  she  had  one  son,  James 
C.  Parmenter,  who  served  in  the  late  war  as  a 
member  of  the  P'irst  New  Yt)rk  Cavalry,  and 
was  shot  in  a  skirmish  with  Moseby's  gueril- 
las at  Snickersville,  in  the  Shenandoah  val- 
ley, Virginia.  'Phe  mother  is  still  living, 
and  resides  with  her  son,  John  P^.,  in  the 
town  of  West  y\lmond,  N.Y. 

Mr.  X'anGorder,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
resided  with  liis  parents  in  Geneseo  until 
eleven  years  of  age,  when  they  removed  to 
West  Almond,  Allegany  County;  and  here  he 
attentled  school,  as  he  had  before  done  in 
Livingston  County.  Later  he  was  a  student 
in  the  academic  department  of  Alfred  Univer- 
sity, after  which  he  studied  law  with  Sanford 
&  Bowen,  of  Angelica,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  Buffalo,  June  15,  1877,  being  tlien 
twenty-two  years  ol  age.  In  August  of  that 
year  Mr.  X'anGorder  went  to  tlie  town  of 
Pike,  and  began  the  [iractice  of  his  profession, 
going  on  steadily  in  the  way  of  success. 
Legal  work  requires,  among  other  qualities, 
percepti\'e  ability  and  a  logically  trained 
mind;  and,  as  Mr.  YanGorder  possesses  these 
in  a  marked  degree,  he  has  attained  high  rank 
among  his  brother  lawyers.  He  was  elected 
Town  Clerk  in  P^cbruary,  1878,  and  served 
five  years,  and  then  served  five  years  as  .Su- 
perx'isor  uf  the  town,  was  a  member  of  tlie 


New  York  State  Assembly  from  tlie  County  of 
Wyoming  for  the  years  1888-89,  represented 
the 'Phil tieth  Senatorial  District  (counties  of 
Genesee,  Li\'ingston,  Niagara,  and  W)()ming) 
in  the  .State  .Senate  of  1 890-91  and  again  in 
1892  9^,  with  credit  to  liis  office.  He  lias 
also  taken  an  active  iiiteresl  in  I\Pisonic  mat- 
ters, and  is  a  member  and  Past  Master  (A 
Triluminar  Lodge,  No.  543,  a  member  of 
Wyoming  Chai)ter,  No.  181,  Iv.  A.  I\L,  Batavia 
Commandery,  No.  34,  Kniglits  Templars,  Key- 
stone Council,  No.  20,  of  Buffalo,  and  Cyprus 
Temple,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  Al- 
bany, N.Y.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Hol- 
land Society  of  New  York.  Mr.  \'anGorder 
is  interested  in  educational  matters,  and  has 
serx'ed  as  one  of  the  Trustees  of  Pike  .Semi- 
nary since  December,  1882.  At  the  organ- 
ization of  tile  State  Bank  of  Pike,  in  April, 
1892,  he  was  UKule  one  of  its  Directors;  and 
at  its  second  amnrtl  meeting  lie  was  elected 
President,  which  office  he  now  liolds. 

Mr.  \'anGorder  was  married  in  August, 
1878,  to  Miss  Kvi\  \i.  Lyon,  )'oungcst  daugh- 
ter of  Josephus  and  P^Inn'riet  ((lilchrist) 
Lyon.  iMr.  Lyon  was  a  nati\e  of  X'ermont, 
and  spent  his  early  life  in  tln'  town  of  P_^agle, 
to  which  |jlace  his  father  hail  removed  among 
the  early  settlers.  Pater  Mr.  Lyon  removed 
to  IMke.  He  was  a  man  of  many  fine  quali- 
ties, antl  was  highly  aj^iijreciated  in  the  town, 
holding  the  office  of  Assessor  for  many  years. 
His  death  i)ccurred  there  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine.  .Mrs.  Lyon  followed  her  husband  four 
weeks  later,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-four 
year>.  .She  was  a  member  of  the  Presb)  terian 
church. 

Mis.  Ya.iGoi'der  was  one  ot  six  children, 
all  ol  whom  are  still  li\  ing.  Her  only  sister 
is  the  wife  of  the  Ibm.   W.  Smitli,  ex- 

health  officer  of  the  ])ort  of  New  York.  The 
other  children  are:  Prank,  Pdwin  D.,  Or- 
ville  D.,  and  I'red  IP  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yan- 
(j(n"der  reside  on  the  old  L\'on  lioniestead,  and 
have  one  child,  a  daughter,  M;iry  I'--,  now  fif- 
teen years  of  age.  in  reviewing  the  events  of 
Mr.  Van  Gorder's  life,  as  given  above,  it  will 
be  seen  that  his  present  high  position  is  (.lue 
maiiil)'  to  liis  own  exertions,  his  father  having 
(.lied  in  March,  1855,  three  months  before  the 
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birth  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  ca- 
reer has  been  marked  by  [jerscverini;  industry, 
j^uided  by  a  t|ui(k  intell ij;ence  and  singuhar 
accuracy  in  his  inijjressions  and  measurement 
of  men  —  qualities  potential  for  success  in 
almost  every  walk  of  life. 

.      ,  \' 

fuAAA^l  AM)  ALEXANDER  \V. 
Sl-bAVART  were  born  in  York, 
^  Livingston  County,  New  York 
State,  on  the  laml  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  them.  William,  the  eldest,  was  born  in 
1823,  and  his  l)rot]ier  Alexander  \V.  in  the 
year  1833.  Their  father  was  also  named 
William,  and  was  a  native  of  Perthshire, 
Scotlanel.  Their  grandfather  was  Mr.  Will- 
iam Stewart,  who  came  to  this  countr)  with 
his  family  about  the  year  1800.  He  landed 
in  the  port  (jf  New  York,  and  made  the  jour- 
ney from  that  city  to  Eulton  County  witli  wife 
and  six  children  in  the  only  wa}'  jiossiljle  in 
those  da)'s  —  by  covered  wagons. 

William  Stewart,  the  father  of  William 
and  Alexander,  settled  in  the  west  part  of  the 
town  of  York,  then  called  Caledonia.  He 
took  up  a  tract  of  land,  ccmiprising  about  one 
hundred  ami  twenty-four  acres,  and  later  added 
forty-four  more,  making  one  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  in  all.  The  place  was  a^  wilder- 
ness; but  he  Iniilt  a  log  house  and  barn, 
cleared  out  the  land,  and  proceeded  to  sow 
and  reap  and  gather  in  the  fruits  of  his  toil. 
His  market  for  produce  was  a  long  distance 
away;  but  the  necessary  expeditions  to  Roch- 
ester to  exchange  his  harvests  for  the  necessa- 
ries of  life  were  of  other  benefit,  for  they 
brought  him  into  contact  again  with  tlie  out- 
side world,  and  kept  him  and  his  family  cog- 
nizant of  the  e\'ents  of  the  day,  and  by  such 
contact  riveted  anew  the  links  which  bind 
men  of  one  blood  together.  Mr.  Stewart 
died  at  the  age  of  fift)--si.x,  January  5,  1845. 
He  had  cleared  all  of  the  land  he  possessed, 
and  left  it  in  good  condition  for  his  heirs. 

Mr.  Stewart  married  Miss  Catherine  Mcln- 
tire;  and  they  brought  up  a  family  of  four 
boys  and  two  girls,  wliose  names  are  as  fol- 
lows: William;  John  W.  ;  Daniel,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eighteen;  Alexander  W;  Isabel; 


and  Catherine.  Catherine,  William,  and 
Alexander  W.  are  )'et  ]i\ing 

Alexandei-  and  William  Stewart  lia\'e  al- 
ways been  tarmers  1>)'  occup.ition,  and  have 
passed  their  li\-es  on  their  present  place,  the 
old  homestead,  wheie  the\'  were  born.  Their 
iarm  com|ii  ises  at  the  pre^t  iit  time  two  hun- 
dred and  sixt)'  acres  ol  land  undei'  cu It  i\'at  ion. 
This  fact  concerning  their  long  resilience  on 
the  farm  is  a  \-ery  interesting  circumstance 
and  one  uncommon  in  the  general  run  of 
things.  Change  of  house  and  land  is  de- 
sirable to  some  natures,  simply  from  love  of 
change,  association  with  locality  having  often 
no  influence  over  tlie  mind;  but,  when  two 
brothel's  are  wholly  content  to  li\e  tlieir  nat- 
ural lives  in  the  home  of  their  fathers,  it 
shows  a  qualit}'  of  peace  and  contentment  as 
rare  as  it  is  praiseworthy.  No  doubt  this  ma)' 
be  in  part  traced  back  to  the  .Scotch  ancestry, 
for  that  nationality  add  to  their  sterling  traits 
a  love  of  home,  howe\-er  "humble,"  and  of 
the  native  wixxls  and  hills  which  bound  the 
dail)'  horizon  ami  share  ecpially  with  kindred 
and  friends  in  their  love. 

Both  William  antl  Alexander  Stewart  have 
been  always  decided  Rei)ublicans  in  politics. 

Mr.  William  Stewart  has  held  the  office  of 
H ighway  Commissioner  and  Assessor  for  two 
terms.  He  married  AHss  Sarah  C.  Willis,  of 
the  town  of  York;  and  they  have  two  children 
—  William  W.  and  Jeanette. 
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ENRY    SAHTH,  an 

Ijractical  faimei- 
13  ^  N.  Y . ,  was  l)orn 
.Sheldon,  i n  i  Sj^f 
.AHchael  .Schmidt,  as  the 
spelled,  was  born  in  Hi  umath,  .\lsace,  in  l  78S. 
He  was  a  soldier  under  Napoleon  at  the  time 
ot  the  Emperor's  defeat,  and  wa>  wont  to 
relate  graphicall)-  his  reminiscences  of  the  last 
fatal  engagements,  where  the  h'rench  soldiers 
lay  frozen  upon  the  battlehehl.  Mich.iel  mar- 
ried Margaiet  (ioots;  and  in   18:;^  the\-  c.une 
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\'ork    .State,    bringing   with    them  a 


famil)-  of  h\-e  chiKlren.  Tluw  came  to  Roch- 
ester  h\  canal    soiin  after  ariixin^-  upon  the 
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New  York  City  tlic  voya<^c  was  enjoyable  and 
peaceful  ;  and  the  new-comers,  who  were  in 
moderate  circumstances,  hut  hill  (it  ho|je  and 
energy,  and  anxious  to  make  a  home  as  soon 
as  possible,  settled  at  once  upon  a  farm  of  fifty 
acres,  most  of  which  was  coveied  with  timber. 
Here  thc\'  spent  tlieir  li\es,  accumulatinsj; 
])ropert)'  each  )'ear,  until  the  hiumdaries  of  tlie 
fift}'-acre  farm  had  extended  to  an  area  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety  acres.  Michael  Schmidt, 
or  -Smith,  and  his  w  ife  were  earnest  and  de\'out 
members  ot  the  i^vangel ical  church.  Mrs. 
.Smith  ilied  in  i860,  aged  sixty-seven.  Mer 
husband  sur\'i\etl  her  eight  }ears,  and  reached 
the  age  of  eightw 

I'hili|)  .Smith,  the  father  of  llenr)',  was  born 
in  18I1S,  at  J^rumath,  Alsace,  and  came  to  this 
country  with  his  ]3arents,  as  stated  above.  lie 
was  an  and)itiiius  tarmer;  and,  in  order  to  pur- 
chase and  stock  a  clair)'  farm,  he  assumed  a 
debt  of  nearl)'  twelxe  tliousand  dollars,  which 
he  licjuidated  (.luring  the  past  twenty-fi\'e  years 
bv  econom\',  industi"\',  aiul  gootl  management. 
The  jirincipal  [product  ot  this  taini  was  cheese. 
It  was  made  from  the  milk  of  fift)'  cows,  and 
sometimes  brought  an  annual  income  of  o\'er 
two  thousand  dollai's.  i  he  firm  of  l^all  & 
I'latt,  in  l.eRo\',  consume  large  quantities  of 
this  cheese,  the  excollent  cpiality  ni  which 
liiuls  rcad\'  market.  Mr.  .Smith's  long  and 
useful  life  came  to  a  close  on  December  12, 
1893.  11  is  wife's  maiden  name  was  I'hilFp- 
l)ine  Dick,  and  she  also  was  a  nati\e  ot  (ier- 
many.  ller  tather  was  a  cooper  and  farmer  in 
Sheldon,  neai"  .Str\  kers\  ille  ;  and  her  mother 
was,  befoie  her  marriage.  Miss  Catherine  Lat- 
terner.  Hoth  lived  to  be  (>\er  eighty.  Their 
onl\'  son  dietl,  and  of  the  fixe  daughters  three 
are  now  lixing.  Their  six  children  were  all 
born  in  Cermau}'.  ?ilrs,  .Smith  is  noxv  living 
with  her  xdungest  son,  ).  1'.  .Smith,  anti, 
though  sex  entx  -fix  e  x  eai  s  old,  is  still  bright 
and  actixe.  The  childien  born  of  the  mar- 
liage  of  I'hilip  and  I'hilippine  (Dick)  .Smith 
xvere  :  Charles  Smith,  born  May  30,  1844, 
a  tarmer  in  Warsaw,  who  has  two  sons; 
llenr)',  wliose  name  heads  this  biograph}' ; 
l"alherine,  who  died  at  tix'e  months  of  age; 
Abraham,  who  die(J  March  20,  1887,  ageil 
thirt)-txxi)  )ears,  leaxing  a  xvidoxv  and  one  son; 


j  J.  I'hilip,  who  owns  the  farm  formerlv  owned 
I  by  his  father;   l'li(el)e  j.,  the  (jfilest  daughte|-, 

who  maiiie(.l  William  Werner,  and  is  lix  ing  in 
I  Orangex  i  1  le  ;    C  aroline,   the   xx  ife   of  William 

Miller,  a  fanner  and  coopei  ;  and  .Sarah  M., 
j  who  married  Chailes  .Sergei,  a  farmer  of 
1  Waisaxv. 

'  Duiing  the  Ci\il  War  the  familx'  did  not 
!  lack  a  representat  ix  e  in  the  l''ederal  armx';  for 
I  Charles  .Smith,  the  eldest  son,  x\ho  xxas  at  the 
1  time  oidx  eighteen  xears  (dd,  enlisted  in  the 

ranks  of  the  (  )ne  Hunched  and  Th irt}'-sixlh 
j  New  ^'ork  \'(dunleer  lrdanti"\',  and  leceix'ed 
I  a  gunshot    x\ound    in    his   side   xxhich  almost 

proved  fatal. 

I  llemx'  -Smith  was  reaiecl  on  his  father's 
j  farm,  and  attended  the  district  scliool,  which 
was  a  mile  (.listant  from  his  home.  When  his 
school  da)s  xvere  finislied,  he  took  up  the  x'oca- 
tion  that  bail  br(Uight  prosperity  to  his  grand- 
father anil  his  fathei,  and  now  has  a  fine  farm 
in  his  own  right,  including  oxer  one  hundred 
acres  of  the  piopeily  oxvned  b}'  his  gramlfather. 
The  new  lioine,  the  X'ast  baiii,  measurintr 
sixl}--four  feet  b)'  thirtx',  the  old  barn,  shed, 
cheese-house,  ami  other  out-buildings  cover 
a  large  area  of  ground,  an(_l  [iresent  cpiite  the 
a])peai'ance  ol  a  x  i  1  lage. 

Mr.  .Smith  was  a  .supporter  of  tlie  Republi- 
can paitx'  uiilil  1893,  when  he  esi)oused  the 
cause  ot  llie  I'ldli i  1  li t ionists,  with  which  ])arty 
he  is  now  sti'onglx-  identifietl.  The  citizens  of 
()rangexille  haxe  attested  their  confidence  in 
him  1))'  electing  him  to  imjioitant  offices  in  the 
toxvn.  He  xvas  .Superxisor  of  ()rangeville  in 
1887  and  1888,  and  is  at  piesent  Justice  of  the 
I'eace. 

On  March  30,  1868,  he  xvas  married  to  Miss 
Nexvinger,  xvho  was  a  natixe  of  iMance.  Her 
paients,  ?^Iii,hae]  and  Ikiibara  (haigle)  Nexv- 
inger, came  to  .\merica  in  18.15,  when  she  xvas 
onl)'  a  xeai  (dd.  .So  th.it,  in  point  of  fact, 
Mrs.  .Smith  is  xei\'  much  an  .American  in  feel- 
ing and  ecUicatioii.  Tlie  Nexxinger  family 
consisted  ((f  ten  chililreii,  all  of  xvhom  are 
lix'ing  saxe  txvo  daughl(-'rs.  Xo  chiUlren  xvere 
born  to  .Mr.  and  .Mis.  .Smith.  Hoth  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  .Smith  are  in  the  communion  of  the 
l'!\'angel  ical  cluu\  h,  of  which  he  is  a  Trustee, 
ami    in    whose   nieelings   he    is   class  leader. 
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His  brothers    and   sisters  —  Charles,    Menry,  I 
Catharine,    Abraham,    J.    Philip,    Phujbe  J.,  \ 
Caroline,  ami   Sarah  M.  —  all  belong  to  one 
church,   anil   all   attend   services  in  the  same 
church  buildin'T. 


was  born 
our  Ci\i 


I'Rl'Dl-RICK  A.  STKAS]{N- 
IU'RCjH  is  now  a  prominent  citizen 
and  jihysician  in  the  town  of  Lima, 
I .ivinf;ston  C'ounty,  N.Y.  ;  but  he 
No\'ember  7,  1862,  in  the  time  of 
War,  in  I'ort  Sarnia,  Canada, 
(leortie  .Strasenburi;h,  his  father,  was  b.)rn  iii 
Scotland;  but  tlie  grandfather,  Robert  Stras- 
enburgh,  was  by  birth  a  Prussian. 

(leorge  Strasenburgh  came  to  America  in 
1X55,  when  twent)'-three  )'ears  old,  and  settled 
in  Kingston,  Canada.  He  was  educated  at 
Toronto  Laii\ersit)',  and  is  both  a  physician 
and  preacher.  He  now  lives  in  Kendall, 
N.  v.,  where  he  is  practising  his  profession. 
His  wife  was  I'dizalKlh  'Pucker,  and  her  \ydr- 
ents  weie  John  anil  I'dizabeth  (Coombs) 
'Pucker.  She  had  four  sons  —  P'rederick,  John, 
Cieorge,  and  Sidnev.  John  Strasenburgh  is  a 
Rochester  druggist  ;  he  married  Stella  Grif- 
fin, and  has  two  sons — PIdwin  and  liarold 
Strasenburgh.  The  younger  George  Strasen- 
burgh is  in  the  same  cilv,  on  the  staff  of  the 
city  surveyor.  Siclnc)'  Strasenburgh  is  a 
postal  clerk  on  the  railroad  between  Syracuse 
and  Xcw  ^'ork  Cit)'. 

P'lederick  Strasenburgh  received  his  prepar- 
atory education  at  Henrietta,  N.  Y.,  in  the 
Monroe  County  Academy,  and  then  went  to 
Toronto  Uni\ersity,  where  he  was  graduated 
in  i(S,X2,  afterward  winning  the  degree  of  M.l). 
from  JUiffalo  l'ni\ersit\'  in  P'ebruary  ol  1886, 
graduating  with  the  highest  honors  of  his 
class.  He  began  practice  at  PLast  A\()n  in 
1886,  antl  remained  there  one  year,  thereafter 
coming,  in  1887,  to  Pima,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  Dr.  Strasenburgh  is  a  member  of 
the  Livingst(jn  County  Medical  Association,  is 
President  of  the  \illage,  and  was  appointed 
one  of  the  County  Coroners  in  1888.  He  has 
also  been  President  of  the  P'ire  Dcpaitment, 
and  one  of  the  X'illage  'Prustees.  In  politics 
he  has  alwa)s  been  a  Republican,  casting  his 


first  \'ote  for  James  G.  Plaine,  who  was  de- 
feated by  Gro\'er  Cleveland  in  1884;  and  he  is 
in  religion  a  Piesb)'terian. 

"Aspiration,  worthy  and)ition,  desires  f(jr 
highei"  good  bir  good  ends  —  all  the^e  indicate 
a  soul  that  recognizes  the  beckoning  hand  of 
the  good  batluT,  who  \Miuld  uill  us  homeward 
toward  himsLlf. ''  'i'hu>  >peak>  the  no\cli^it 
and  poet.  Dr.  J.  G.  Holland;  and  liis  words 
indicate  the  spirit  of  such  a  man  as  our  .sub- 
ject, who  has  the  endowments  bir  a  long  and 
successful  career  lioth  in  cilizenshi])  and  his 
profession. 


P:SP]{Y  RAN(;P:R,  a  i)rominent 
architect,  contractor,  anil  builder 
of  the  town  of  Attica,  was  born  in 
Woodstock,  LUster  County,  N.Y.,  August  26, 
1856.  His  father  was  a  nali\-e  of  the  same 
town.  His  mother  before  her  marriage  was 
Miss  Margaret  I,owery,  of  Canada.  Wesley 
Ranger  is  the  eldest  of  si.\  sons  and  two 
daughters.  In  the  year  1865,  when  he  was 
nine  years  old,  his  parents  mo\'ed  to  the  town 
of  Batavia,  in  Genesee  County.  He  attended 
the  district  school  for  several  years,  getting 
the  groundwork  of  a  good  education.  He  was 
not  able  to  put  himself  through  a  full  scien- 
tific course  in  architectural  training.  b'ree 
education,  such  as  is  now  found  in  many  of 
the  great  centres,  was  not  within  reach;  and 
therefore  Wesley  Ranger  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen found  a  place  with  Mr.  Morgan,  where 
he  remained  for  six  years,  getting  a  good 
understanding"  of  the  business  and  enough  ex- 
perience to  justify  his  branching  out  for 
himself. 

Accordingly  in  i87()  lie  came  to  Attica, 
Wyoming  County,  where  he  proceeded  to  set- 
tle down  to  make  a  name  for  himself  in  his 
chosen  profession.  Mr.  Ranger's  success  has 
fully  justified  the  experiment.  He  has  gone 
steadil}'  on,  keeping  up  with  tlie  improve- 
ments maile  year  by  )'ear  in  architectural  con- 
struction, and  building  on  the  most  approved 
scientific  plans;  and,  while  cultivating  his 
own  taste,  he  has  also  done  much  to  improve 
the  taste  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 
He  stands  at  the  head  of  his  profession  in  At- 
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tica,  where  he  lx■;3^1n  contracting  and  building 
in  i.SSj;.  'J'he  house  lie  built  in  1892-93  for 
liini^eU  and  lainih  stands  as  a  sample  of  his 
woik.  It  is  two  and  a  hall  stories  in  height 
and  thirty  by  forty-seven  feet  in  size.  The 
architecture  is  modern  and  (|uite  a  departure 
from  the  old-fashioned  aiul  uncomfortable,  al- 
though sometimes  stately,  dwellings  of  a  past 
treneration.  Mr.  Ranger  has  built  the  Free 
Ste\-ens  Memorial  Library  in  Attica,  a  fine 
structure,  admirably  suited  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  exists,  and  has  also  erectetl  some  fine 
residences,  among  which  may  be  mentioned 
the  one  for  Mr.  A.  A.  Smith  and  one  for  Mr. 
John.Krauss,  these  being  but  samples  among 
many  in  Attica. 

Mr.  Ranger  was  married  in  the  town  of 
Darien  in  1878  to  Miss  Mary  Danley,  of  the 
town  of  Benningt(jn,  Wyoming  County.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Oscar  Danley.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ranger  have  hatl  f(nir  chihlren.  One,  a 
son  named  Ray,  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
months.  The  three  now  living  are:  Glen- 
wood  D.,  a  bo_\'  in  his  thirteenth  year;  Daisy 
Margaret,  a  daughter  of  eight  ;  and  Mary 
\\'esle\',   aged  two  )'ears. 

Mr.  Ranger  is  a  Master  Mason,  and  in  poli- 
tics is  in  the  Republican  ranks.  He  is  not 
an  office-seeker,  but  tlcvotes  liis  time  to  the 
business  he  has  in  hand,  whose  interests  are 
of  general  as  well  as  personal  importance, 
furnishing  plans  and  specifications  to  outside 
parties  not  connected  with  his  own  private 
establishment.  Having  begun  in  life  "even 
with  the  world,"'  and  hai)pily  chosen  a  calling 
to  which  he  was  naturally  adapted,  he  has 
gone  on  with  a  perseverance  and  enthusiasm 
which  ha\'e  given  him  continued  ]3rosperity; 
and,  being  still  young,  theie  is  much  of  prom- 
ise in  the  prospect  of  liis  future. 


(^JY  ORLA  I'ARKb:R,  well-known  as  a 
/j\  retired  farmer  and  merchant,  residing 
yJI^V  at  Ro(d<.  Glen,  in  Gainesville,  W'yo- 
— '  ming  Gount)',  X.\'.,  was  born  in 
this  town,  November  30,  1830.  His  father, 
Ira  barker,  was  of  good  New  England  stock. 
He  was  born  in  Wasldngton  County,  in  the 
early  part   of   the  ceutui)',   ])eing  the  son  of 


Asapah  Parker,  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
who  had  settled  as  a  jiioiicer  in  that  umnty, 
where  he  remained  bu"  sever.il  \ears,  but  re- 
moved thence  to  Ca}'uga  Count)',  ami  finally 
from  there  to  Gaines\ille. 

Ira  barker  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools,  and  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  attaining 
his  majority,  and  tliuii  being  ambitious  and 
enterprising  purchased  a  farm  for  himself  in 
Gaines\ille,  which  he  cleareil  and  improved, 
passing  the  remainder  of  his  life  there,  and 
dying  at  the  age  of  se\'enty-one  3'ears.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Acha  Nichols, 
was  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Nichols  and  a  native 
of  Whitehall,  N.V.  She  had  three  children 
—  Orla  A.;  James;  and  Ira  Nichols,  who 
died,  aged  five  )'ears.  Mrs.  Ira  Parker  died 
in  Gainesville,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine. 

A.  Orla  Parker  attended  the  district  schools 
of  Gainesville,  and  followed  the  paternal  foot- 
steps in  devoting  himself  earl\'  to  practical 
agriculture,  taking  possession  of  the  home 
farm  at  his  father's  death.  He  subseijuently 
purchased  another  farm  in  Gainesville,  which 
he  conducted  for  some  time,  together  with  his 
original  proi:)ert)'.  In  1S86,  desiring  a  change 
of  occuixation,  anil  having  a  taste  for  mercan- 
tile atfairs,  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness at  Rock  Glen.  In  this  he  prospered  so 
well  that  after  continuing  in  trade  seven  years 
he  sold  out,  and  is  now  released  from  acti\-e 
cares.  In  1863  Mr.  Parker  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mira  Wiseman,  daughter  of  Ed- 
mund W^iseman,  who  was  born  in  Gainesville, 
where  he  was  a  farmer  for  many  years.  ]\Irs. 
Mira  Parker  vas  one  iif  seven  children.  Her 
father  was  a  teacher  and  class  leader  in  the 
Methodist  church  for  many  }'ears.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-tliree  }'ears  and  her  mother 
at  thirty-seven. 

Mr.  Parker  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
is  a  citizen  of  influence  and  public  s]3irit. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
Inr  three  terms  ol  four  )-ears  each,  ami  has 
been  a  Notary  Public  for  se\'eral  \-ears.  He 
is  a  member  ot  the  Masonic  (Jrder  at  Warsaw, 
and  lias  held  se\eral  oltices  in  tlie  lodge. 
Both,  lie  and  his  wife  attend  the  ?\Iethodist 
cluirch,   a'^  did  her  paiL-iUs. 
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Toiling  patiently  with  hand  and  brain  for 
many  years,  both  as  a  farmer  and  a  merchant, 
Mr.  Parker  has  well  maintained  the  good 
reputation  of  his  family  as  useful  members  of 
societ)',  and  enjoys  to-day  with  his  well- 
earned  rest  the  esteem  and  friendship  of  his 
fellow-townsmen.  11  is  portrait,  which  a])- 
]x-ars  on  another  page,  adds  much  to  the 
interest  and  value  of  this  scant  record  of  a 
quiet,  unostentatious  life,  in  which  thought, 
feeling,  and  aspiration  have  been  slowly 
wrought  into  character. 


TTTrANK  J.  McNKIL,  the  present  SherifT 
of  Livingston  County,  was  born  in 
Dansville,  November  30,  i860,  and  is 
of  Irish  descent  on  the  paternal  side,  being  a 
grandson  of  Bernard  McNeil,  who  came  from 
Ireland  in  his  youth,  and  settled  upon  a  farm 
in  Allegany  County,  New  York,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death.  Martin  McNeil,  son  of 
Bernard  and  father  of  Frank  J.,  was  born  in 
Roscommon,  Ireland,  and  was  a  young  child 
when  his  father  emigrated  to  America.  His 
youthful  years  were  spent  in  Allegany 
County;  but  later  in  life  he  removed  to  Dans- 
ville, where  he  established  a  nursery,  which 
has  proved  a  financial  success,  and  ranks  as 
one  of  the  largest  nurseries  in  this  section, 
lie  married  Anna  Gilroy,  a  daughter  of  Mi- 
chael Gilroy,  of  Dansville;  and  they  reared 
three  of  their  six  children. 

Frank  J.  McNeil  assisted  his  father  in  the 
nursery  during  his  youth,  though  tlie  father 
was  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  paternal 
duty,  and  gave  him  excellent  educational  ad- 
vantages, sending  him  to  a  select  school  for 
four  years  after  the  district-school  course  had 
been  assimilated.  When  young  McNeil  left 
school,  he  immediately  took  employment  in 
a  large  paper-mill  in  Dansville,  where  he 
worked  steadily  for  five  years,  after  which 
time  he  started  in  the  nursery  business.  The 
care  of  the  young  trees  and  plants  absorbed 
much  of  his  attention  and  time  until  in  the 
fall  of  1 89 1  he  was  called  to  civic  duty  by  the 
voice  of  the  community,  which  elected  him 
County  Sheriff,  a  position  he  has  filled  faith- 
fully and  creilitably.     Although  he  no  longer 


gives  himself  up  to  the  study  and  practice  of 
arboriculture  as  former])-,  he  still  retains  his 
interest  and  [xirtnership  in  the  nursery  enter- 
prise. Having  been  Deputy  Sheriff  under 
.Sheriff  Gilbert  and  a  succeetling  sheriff  be- 
fore his  own  election,  Mr.  i\IcNeil  was  thor- 
oughly versed  in  the  details  ot  his  work,  and 
has  therefore  been  especially  eifieient  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office. 

In  September,  1886,  he  consummated  his 
dearest  wish,  and  was  joined  in  holy  wedlock 
to  IMiss  Maggie  Rowan,  a  daughter  ui  Thomas 
and  Anna  Rowan.  Three  daughters  have 
crownetl  and  blessed  the  marriage  of  Frank  J. 
and  Maggie  McNeil  —  Marguerite,  h'rances, 
and  Ruth.  Mr.  McNeil  belongs  to  the  Cath- 
olic Mutual  15enevolent  Association.  He 
supports  the  Republican  ticket,  and  is  a 
church  member.  His  delightful  social  quali- 
ties render  him  very  generally  popular,  his 
genial  manner  endearing  him  to  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


,h:ONARD  XOYF.S,  a  highly  successful 
and  wealthy  farmer  of  Folsomdale,  in 
the  town  of  Bennington,  \V)'oming 
County,  N.V.,  is  a  native  of  this 
town,  having  been  born  here  on  June  17, 
1823.  His  father.  Moody  Noyes,  was  born  at 
Haverhill,  Mass.,  in  1793,  and  was  the  son  of 
Moody  Noyes,  a  farmer,  who  was  also  a  native 
of  that  place.  The  ancestors  of  the  family 
emigrated  from  Fngland,  the  three  traditional 
brothers  settling  together  on  these  W^estern 
shores.  Moody  No)'es,  Sr.,  was  a  sohlier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  as  were  likewise  his 
two  brothers.  His  wife's  maiden  naine  was 
Mary  Pike.  She  was  a  daughter  of  .Simeon 
Pike,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill.  Grandfather  No)'es  was  a  farmei'.  He 
removed  with  liis  wife  and  famih'  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  Lebanon,  N.H.  They  reared 
twelve  children,  se\'en  sons  ami  fi\-e  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  attained  their  majority;  and 
all  but  one  daughter  married  and  had  families. 
The  last  one  died  in  April,  1876,  at  about 
seventy-six  }ears  of  age.  She  was  the  wife  of 
Hiram  Rowley. 

Moody  Noyes,  Jr.,  came  from  Massachu- 
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setts,  and  settled  about  one-half  mile  cast  of 
Bennington  in  1S17.  lie  was  unmarried,  and 
canie  willi  a  )-uke  of  oxen  and  a  sled,  i)ein_L;' 
twenty  days  on  the  way,  and  arrived  in  the 
month  of  h\d)ruarv.  He  had  three  or  four 
hundred  tlollars,  with  which  he  purchased 
se\-enty  acres  of  timber  land,  whereon  he 
erected  a  loj^  house.  In  the  spring-  he  went 
to  Canada,  where  he  worked  in  order  to  pro- 
cure funds  to  enable  himself  to  carry  on  his 
farm.  Soon  after  his  arrival  at  Bennington 
he  married  Mary  AKlrich,  a  native  of  Oneida 
Count)-,  whose  father,  Thon-ias  Aldrich,  moved 
to  Ik'nnington  about  that  time.  Moody 
Noyes  in-n-iiediatel)-  [)roceeded  to  clear  and 
in-iprove  his  tract  of  land,  in  the  course  of 
tinie  building  a  modest  frame  house  and  a 
good  barn,  which  is  still  in  existence.  In 
1836  he  sold  that  property,  and  purchased 
another  tract  of  one  hundred  acres  above  Vo\- 
somdale,  which  he  cleared  and  improved, 
making-  a  fine  farn-i,  upon  which  he  lived  many 
years,  and  died  there  in  1S64,  in  his  seventy- 
second  year.  His  wife  survived  him  seven 
years. 

They  had  in  all  ten  children.  Five  sons 
and  three  daughters  attained  their  majority, 
of  whoiii  tliree  are  now  deceased,  leaving 
three  sons  and  two  daughters  still  living. 
One  of  the  daughters  is  I'dizabeth,  widow  of 
George  Scott,  now  residing  at  Buena  Vista, 
in  the  .State  of  Oregon,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three.  She  and  her  luisliand  went  to  Wiscon- 
sin many  years  ago,  and  later  to  Grand  Forks, 
Dak.,  from  which  place  they  n-ioved  to  Ore- 
gon. The  others  are:  Leonard,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Hannah,  widow  of  Anthony 
Potter,  who  came  from  New  Hampshire  in 
1836,  and  now  resides  in  Cowlesville ;  John, 
an  extensive  fanner  in  .St.  Croix  County, 
Wisconsin,  wliere  he  owns  fifteen  hundred 
acres  of  land;  and  James  \'\  Noyes,  a  specu- 
lator in  Wetmore,  Kan. 

Leonard  Noyes  received  his  education  in 
the  old  log  school-house,  and  after  finishing 
his  studies  commenceil  life  bv  working  for 
monthly  wages,  whicl-i  he  ciuitinued  to  do  for 
fifteen  years.  He  was  first  n-iarried  in  1853, 
at  thirty-fu-ie  years  of  age,  to  I\Iiss  Bailey, 
daughter  of  Amos  Bailey.     .She  died  in  1859, 


leaving  one  son,  George,  now  a  farmer  in  Ok- 
lahoiiia,  having  a  wife,  three  sons,  antl  two 
daughters.  In  I 'ebi-uai-\',  1865,  he  mari-ied 
for  his  second  wite  Miss  Harriet  Tarkcr, 
(hiughter  of  Charles  Barker,  of  Alden,  Lrie 
County.  .She  died  June  27,  1883,  of  inflam- 
matory rlK-umatisi-ii,  at  the  age  oi  forty-five, 
leaviiig  two  children,  both  daughters;  namely, 
Charlotte,  who  presides  o\X'r  her  father's 
household,  and  Clara,  who  is  residing  with 
her  half-brother  in  Oklalioma,  wliere  she  is  a 
teacher. 

Mr.  Noyes  possesses  two  farnis,  tiie  small 
one  upon  which  he  resides  and  the  old  farni  of 
one  hunilred  acres  that  his  father  cleared  and 
improved.  He  is  a  Rej)ublican  in  politics, 
but  has  never  sought  nor  held  office.  He 
successfully  carries  on  general  farniing,  and 
deals  son-iewhat  largely  in  blooded  cows.  He 
has  laboretl  hard  and  unceasingly  for  the  ben- 
efit of  his  children,  and,  having  by  honest  in- 
dustry acquired  a  substantial  comjietency,  at 
present  lixes  a  life  of  ease  and  serenity,  at 
leisure  froni  carking  cares. 


~r>J\OBhTCr    L.    M]-:RRhTT.,    a  photog- 
\  rapher  in  the  village  of  Geneseo,  is 

I b \  one  of  tlie  most  successful  nieml)ers 
of  his  [profession  in  the  county, 
possessing  in  aii  eniinent  degree  the  artistic 
ability  reiiuired  to  ]ilace  hii-n  among  the  fore- 
most men  in  his  line  of  effort.  He  is  a 
native  of  New  \'ork,  Macedon,  Wayne  County, 
having  been  tiie  place  of  his  birth,  and  Ajpril 
12,  1 87 1,  the  date  of  his  entrance  upon  this 
stage  of  existence. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  .Merrell, 
whose  name  was  Robert  .S.  Merrell,  was  for 
many  years  a  lesident  of  .Macedon,  but  passed 
tin:  evening  of  his  life  in  Geneseo.  Jay  Mer- 
rell, son  of  Ivobert  S.  and  fatl-iei-  of  Robert 
I..,  having  acfpiired  a  good  education  in  the 
da)'s  of  his  youth,  took  lessons  in  practical 
photograiihy  in  Bata\-ia,  and  opened  his  first 
gallery  in  the  village  of  h'airport,  where  he 
remained  five  years.  In  1878  1-ie  established 
hin-iself  in  Geneseo,  and  (hn-ii-ig  the  years  he 
labored  in  his  studio  was  largelv  patronized. 
On  the  1st  of  January,  i8(),4,  he  retired  from 
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active  jHirsuits,  still  making  his  home  in  the 
village  of  Geneseo.  He  married  Henrietta 
Carpenter,  the  daughter  of  Lott  Cari^enter, 
a  prosperous  farmer  of  Macedon ;  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  three  children,  asfcdlows: 
Gertrude,  the  wife  of  John  M.  Gibbs,  a  school 
teacher  in  Livonia;  Charles  Edgar;  and  Rob- 
ert L.  l^oth  of  the  [larents  are  people  of  deep 
religious  convictions,  and  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  in  which  the  father  was 
chorister  for  many  years. 

The  central  subject  of  this  brief  record  was 
but  five  }  ears  of  age  when  his  parents  removed 
from  h'airport  to  Geneseo,  where  he  received 
his  elementary  education.  After  leaving  the 
district  school  he  pursued  higher  studies  and 
received  excellent  mental  training  at  the  nor- 
mal school.  Then,  entering  the  studio  of  his 
father,  he  learned  the  art  of  the  photographer, 
becoming  thoroughly  versed  in  every  branch 
of  the  work  during  tlie  three  years  he  re- 
mained with  him.  lie  was  subsec|uently 
away  for  a  year;  but,  returning  to  Geneseo, 
he  took  charge  of  the  photographic  rooms  here 
in  January,  1894,  as  above  mentioned,  and  is 
carrying  on  a  flourishing  business.  Mr.  Rob- 
ert L.  Werrell  is  a  rising  young  man,  very 
popular  with  all  classes  of  people.  Me  is  a 
member  of  Wadsworth  Hose  Company  of  Gen- 
eseo. Politically,  he  supports  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party;  and  he  is  an  es- 
teemed membei'  of  the  I'resbyterian  church. 


T^APTAIN  I'T.DN  P.  SPINK,  a  well- 
I  \y     known   farmer  of   Attica,   was  born 

y^is  in  CJrangeville,  Wyoming  County, 
N.Y.,  February  4,  1842.  His 
father,  David  A.  Spink,  was  a  native  of  Ben- 
nington County,  Vermont,  born  May  28, 
1808.  His  grandfather,  Whitman  Spink,  was 
a  farmer  of  that  locality,  but  left  his  land  to 
serve  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  fortunate, 
however,  in  returning  safe  and  sound  to  his 
family,  and  died  in  his  own  home  at  the  age 
of  forty-eight.  He  and  his  wife,  Cynthia 
Weaver,  were  blessed  with  sixteen  children, 
thirteen  of  whom  reached  adult  age.  Three 
sons  and  one  daughter  are  still  living,  the 
youngest     about     sixty-two    years     ul  age, 


namely:  William  S|jink,  an  aged  resitlent  of 
Attica;  Daniel,  living  at  \'arysburg;  Edwin, 
at  Orangeville  Centre;  and  Mrs.  Jane  Wil- 
cox, at  Varysburg. 

David  A.  Spink  was  married  in  the  town  of 
Orangeville  abcnit  the  year  1833  to  Miss  Mary 
Jones,  daughter  of  Aaron  Jones,  of  New  ICng- 
land.  Da\id  hatl  learned  in  ycutli  the  trarle 
of  tanuL-r,  currier,  and  shoemaker,  but  decided 
on  farming  for  an  occupation,  and  eventually 
gave  up  the  "cobbler's  last."  He  carried  on 
a  farm  in  Orangeville  till  1852,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Attica,  where  he  finally  purchased  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  which  became  the  home 
of  the  family,  and  which  is  now  incurporateii 
in  the  farm  of  his  son.  Captain  Spink.  Da\  id 
A.  Spink  was  married  four  times,  and  was  the 
father  of  seven  children  —  Beda,  now  Mrs. 
Chester  Lindsay,  of  Trempealeau,  Wis.  ;  La- 
vina  C,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Walbridge,  of  Te- 
kamah,  Neb.;  Eliza  A.,  nuw  deceased;  VAun 
P.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Betsey,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  yeais;  Alar)-,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  two  years;  and  Alice,  now  Mrs. 
Robert  ^Larll,  of  Batavia,  N.V.  The  father 
was  a  stanch  Republican. 

I^lon  P.  Spink  was  brought  up  to  a  farmer's 
life  of  industry.  He  attended  the  district 
school  in  his  !)0\  hu()d  da)  s ;  but,  when  he 
reached  his  twent)'-first  year,  he  hearil  his 
country's  call  fen-  \-oliuiteers,  antl  responded 
by  enlisting,  August  31,  1862,  in  Coinpany 
(i.  One  Hundred  antl  Sixtieth  New  \'ork  \'ol- 
unteers.  He  went  out  as  a  private;  but  was 
soon  promoted  to  be  Second  Sergeant,  going 
to  New  Orleans  under  (ieneral  Banks.  The 
reginient  in  which  he  served  was  niustered 
inti;  the  L'nited  States  service  at  New  York 
City,  November  21,  1862.  They  went  by  boat 
to  New  Orleans,  and  reached  that  point  about 
Christmas.  Their  first  engagemeiit  wa>  with 
the  rebel  gunbo;it  "Cottcni,"  Januaiy  14, 
1863.  The  second  was  at  h'ort  Bislaiul,  April 
12  to  14,  1863.  Next  the  forces  were  at  the 
siege  of  Port  Hudson  from  May  27  to  Jul}-  8, 
when  it  SLU'rendered  to  the  Union  army. 
There  were  several  hot  engagements  during 
this  siege,  in  one  of  which  Sergeant  Spink 
received  a  wound  in  the  leg.  General  Banks 
had  succeedeil  Geneial   Hutler  in  command  of 
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the  ] department  nt  the  (;ulf,  ;i  very  iniijortant 
positi(;ii,  and  involviii;;  cfiiistant  aggressive 
work  and  many  licicc  engagements.  On  the 
I4lh  of  Jniie,  1^63,  dnring  the  siege  of  l'(jrt 
Hudson,  Sergeant  Spink  was  detailed  to  carry 
a  message  to  lirigad ier-gen(,'ral  Weit/.cd,  over 
what  was  calhd  the  "I  log's  IJack."  The 
(lead  ami  wounded  were  lying  all  about,  and 
two  messengers  previously  sent  had  been 
wounded  and  disabled  from  fuHilling  their 
errand;  inu  he,  the  third,  ^ot  through  without 
harm.  At  this  time  he  and  his  (omjjanions 
were  plated  in  an  advaiu  ed  and  very  danger- 
ous position,  liom  which  u  treat  by  daylight 
meant  alniost  certain  dc-alh;  but  soon  after 
dark  he  esca]jL-(l  fiiuii  thi-  liap,  bearing  a 
wounded  companion  upon  hii  back.  After 
the  assault  of  June  14  firncial  I5anks  called 
for  volunteers  to  storni  thi-  jjorl  ;  and  about 
one  thousand  men  \'ol untirred,  .Spink  being 
among  the  nund;er. 

The  engagement  at  I Jonald^on vi  1  le  soon  f(;l- 
lowed,  succeeded  by  the  I'l  d  I'ivcr  (  auipaign 
in  the  spring  of  I  hr  h-ht  of  April  H 

at  I\Iansfield  and  ol  thr  9th  at  I'leasant  Hill 
were  the  hottest  (^f  their  ixjierience.  'i'heir 
regiment  was  afterward  comijlimenterl  for 
bravery  by  tlie  general;  and  .Sergeant  .Spink 
was  pr(jm(;ted  to  the  rank  of  I''irst  Lieutenant, 
his  commission  bearing  that  date.  Their  next 
encounter  was  at  Cane  l-^iver  Crossing  and 
later  at  .Sabine  I'ass  and  later  still  at  Deep 
Bottom,  on  the  James  Hiver.  On  .Se];tcmber 
19  they  Were  at  Winchester,  Va.,  under  Phil 
Sheridan,  next  at  I'isher's  Hill,  and  then  at 
Cedar  Creek,  whi  n  Ccneral  .Slieridan  began 
his  famous  ri'h-  "from  Wijichester,  twenty 
miles  away."  Lieuli-nant  Spink  was  cajjtured 
by  the  enemy  at  (,'edar  Creek,  anrl  was  held 
from  daylight  imtil  flark ;  !;ut  about  eight 
o'clock  he  made  his  e-scaj^e,  anrl  returned  to 
his  regiment  in  time  to  stack  arms  with  the 
company  as  usual.  During  the  entire  period 
of  his  service  in  the  army  ('aptain  .Spink  was 
ever  on  hand  in  th(;  discharge  of  his  duties. 
He  never  missed  a  m.arch  or  Ixittle  of  his  regi- 
ment, and  nev(;r  failed  to  be  present  to  stack 
arms  with  his  comi>any  at  night.  Lieutenant 
Spink  was  made  Captain  in  June,  1865,  at 
Washington,   D.C.     He   served    in   tlie  army 


N.\'.     She  was  the 
H  ci  t  at  her  was  from 
olhei   from  Jefferson 


for  three  years  two  months  and  f<nirleeii 
days,  was  mustcri'd  out  ,it  l',iiiiii,i,  Novcmbei 
14,  I<S65,  and  iclurmd  to  his  home   in  Atliia 

1  and  to  the  idd  bum  1  i  1 1;. 

Lion  1'.  .Sjunk  was  married  live  years  later, 

j  September  2<S,  1870,  to  Clara  A.  Ainsworth, 
of  V^uysbiu';,',,  a  daughter  of  Wyinan  H.  Ains- 

I  worth,    ol     that    pla(  e.     .Shf    died    March  9, 

!  1874,  leavin;;  two  (hildicn,  A  iit  oi  ni;t  Ic  and 
Leon  I).  .Sjjinb.  On  Jinjc  3,  1875,  ('aj)tain 
.Spink  was  a;;ain  maiiii-d  to  Miss  Augusta  I'. 
Kudd,  of  Johnsrjiisbiirg, 

'  daughter  of  Jabiv.  Is  ndd. 

'  Massachusetts  and  Ik  i  n 
County,  New  \'ork.  This  marriage  has  been 
blessed  with  live  (hildr<Mi.  The  parents 
mourn  the  loss  ol  twin  inlants  aiifl  also  a 
(laughter  oaiiicd  llrb  n,  a  biautiful  girl  nine 
years  of  age-,  who  died  A|jiil  26,  1891.  'I  lie 
remaining  ihildriai  are  Harry  R.,  a  youth  ui 
sixteen,  who  alti-nds  s' hool  in  Alti^a,  and 
Mary  IC,  a  ihild  of  six  year.. 

Captain  .Sju'nk  built  his  pii- m-hI  residetice 
in  /8(j3.  In  i8'^i  In-  (km  ted  his  (  omnKjdious 
b.arn,  i(uty-t\vo  by  n  i  ni-ty-si\,  with  basement, 
to  which  he  has  (juitr  ii-<i  iiily  .addrd  an  L  ex- 
tension, while  at  tin-  end  is  a  ihjnble  sihj,  six- 
teen leet  square  and  twenty-nine  feet  dcejj, 
holding  ab'ait  two  bundled  l(U)S  of  ensilage. 
He  has  addi-d  onr  laim  of  forty  acres  and  one 
of  (;ne  hiuidn-d  and  Ihirliin  acies  t(;  his 
father's  original  eighty  a(,res.  He  has  a  fine 
dairy  of  thirty  cows,  grade  Jersey  and  Hol- 
steins,  and  ships  his  milk  to  I'nffalo. 

Captain  Spink  is  a  K(  i)id)li' m  in  j)oliti(s. 
He  i  s  a  |)ioni  i  m  -  nt  ni<-ni  bii'  ol  tie-  Ciaiid  A 1  my 
oi  the  Keijublif,  ha\  ing  been  lor  several  years 
connected  with  Kowley  1'.  'i'ayh^r  I'oal,  N<). 
2\(),  oi  Atti'a.  . 


AMICS  B.  VVA'.K,  a  i^rosjierous  farmer 
and  horse  dealer  of  Lima,  Livingston 
(^'ounty,  X.Y.,  was  born  in  West 
liloornfield,  (Jntari(»  (.(junly.  May  4, 
1825.  His  grandfather,  Tln^mas  I'eck,  re- 
moved U)  New  York  .State  in  the  early  days, 
and  settled  in  Lirna,  where  he  purchased 
three  hundred  anrl  twenty-one  acres  of  land, 
building  a  st(jn(.'  house,  whif  li   is  still  stand- 
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ing,  aiul  is  one  of  llic  finest  rcsitlcnces  on  the 
road.  In  tliis  pleasant  home,  surrounded  by 
his  family,  he  passed  the  remainder  ol  liis 
life.  His  son  Jviehard,  the  father  of  thu  sub- 
jeet  of  this  sketeli,  was  educatetl  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Lima,  after  which  he  adopted 
the  life  of  a  farniei',  aiul  helped  to  clear  the 
home  farm.  His  first  wife  was  I^li^^abeth 
Case;  and  she  became  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren—  Asabel  and  James  B.  IMrs.  Elizabeth 
(Case)  I'eck  died  in  the  prime  of  life;  and 
her  husband  married  for  his  second  wife  Re- 
becca Jeffards,  b)'  whom  he  had  one  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Bminer, 
of  Lima,  a  sketch  of  whose  life  is  given  else- 
where in  this  work. 

James  B.  Beck  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  oi  Lima,  the  Genesee  Wes- 
Icyan  Seminary,  and  a  select  school  at  Avon, 
which  he  attended  f(jr  one  term.  In  1858  he 
bought  seventy-five  acres  of  his  father's  farm, 
built  a  dwelling-house,  and  has  s'ince  con- 
tinued to  resiile  liere  with  his  family,  success- 
iully  engaged  in  farming  and  dealing  in 
horses.  In  1857  he  married  Juliet  Sprague, 
daughter  of  GrtAius  Sjjrague,  of  Lima;  and 
they  have  one  child,  I-'annie,  who  is  a  teacher 
of  painting.  Mr.  Beck  has  been  a  Reiiubli- 
can  since  tlie  formation  of  that  party,  having 
cast  his  fnst  Bresidential  vote,  however,  for 
Zachary  Taylor  in  1848.  He  has  held  several 
offices  of  trust,  among  them  those  of  Con- 
stable and  Collector;  and  the  high  regard  in 
which  he  is  hekl  testifies  to  his  ability  and 
integrit)'. 


ynWARD  DUTY  'I'OLLES,  a  hardware 
R  merchant  of  Atlica,  Wyoming  County, 
— -  i  -  was  born  in  Benn ingt(jn,  the  adjoin- 
ing town  on  the  west,  in  1841,  and  is  the  son 
of  Roswcll  Tolles,  whose  bii'th  date  was  (Octo- 
ber 25,  1804,  he  being  the  first  white  child 
born  in  that  town.  Roswell  was  the  son  of 
John  and  Catherine  (.Sibley)  Tolles,  the  former 
a  nati\e  of  ()i\vl11,  and  the  lattei"  (;f  Con- 

necticut, and  a  niece  of  Ceiieral  lsr;iel  I'Mlnam. 

I  he  grandpai"ents  came  to  New  \'ork  .State 
with  se\eral  chihh'en  in  1803,  journeying  with 
an  ox  team  o\er  the  rough  roads,  crossing  the 


HlkIsou  Ri\er  at  Alban\',  and  lullowing  the 
.M(;ha\\k  \alle)'  to  Avon,  thence  to  Bala\ia, 
.and  finally  settling  in  the  \iiinit\  (»f  Attica, 
which  was  then  cilled  I'helps's  .Settlement,  in 
hoiKj]-  oi  its  iounder,  who  eiecteil  a  gii^t-mill 
here  in  1802.  J(jhn  Tolles  and  a  Mi".  Wi  ight 
cut  theii'  wa)'  ihiough  the  woods  to  the  town  ot 
Hennington,  about  three  miles.  Wild  animals 
were  plent)';  and  the  iiidi;uis,  who  were 
friendl)'  to  the  white  settlers,  were  fret|uently 
seen  passing  from  Biuffalo  to  Mount  ,Moiiis, 
crossing  the  ci'eek  on  clritlwood  near  tlie  \il- 
lage.  Here  the  grandtather  erected  a  log 
cabin,  and  proceedeil  to  cleai'  and  imjjnwe  a 
farm,  li\'ing  in  the  most  primiti\e  mannei'. 
When  Roswell,  the  fathei"  of  Mr.  Tolle.N,  was 
l)oin,  the  nearest  ph\'sician  was  at  Batavia. 

"  The  lost  boy,"  well  known  in  pioneer  his- 
tor)',  was  Hiram,  son  of  iJ.ivid  Tollo,  and  a 
cousin  of  Roswell  Tolles.  He  was  sent  to 
bring  up  the  cows  at  night,  and  is  su|)i)o^etl  to 
ha\e  strayetl  away  and  to  ha\e  peri-^hetl.  .Al- 
though the  Holland  Land  Compaii}-  and  others 
took  e.\traordinary  measures  to  find  the  child, 
anti  his  father  searched  all  his  life  for  him,  he 
was  ne\'er  found. 

In  the  War  of  1812  John  Tolles  joined  the 
delendei's  ot  his  countr\',  le.u'ing  his  sons,  aged 
i'especti\'el_v  eight  and  Iwehe,  to  caie  foi'  and 
assist  their  mother,  and  keep  a  good  fire  in  the 
(d(J-fash ioned  fireplace,  built  of  st icks  and  mud, 
which  iieai'h'  co\eied  one  side  of  the  lomn, 
the  huge  logs  that  fed  the  fire  being  hauletl  b)' 
the  old  white  horse,  a  most  irnpoi'tant  mend  er 
ot  the  ])ioneer's  taniilw  lJuriiig  the  kilter 
years  of  his  life  John  Tolles  was  a  cri]jple,  his 
infirmity  lia\'ing  been  caused  by  cxjiosuix'  while 
ser\i;ig  in  the  war.  He  died  in  1847,  aged 
se\ent)'-three  \eais,  his  wile  toUowing  about 
two  \'eai's  later.  Theii^  remains  now  lie  in  the 
be;uitilul  borest  Hill  Cemetei-\',  luuing  been 
removed  there  from  Bennington. 

John  Tolles  reared  a  l.unil\'  ot  lour  children, 
two  sons  and  two  daughters  —  James  ,  .1  sui'- 
\'e)'()r  and  t.nnier,  who  had  a  l.unih'  ot  ten 
children,  all  deceased  but  one  d.iughter,  Mrs. 
A.  L.  Xorlon  ;  Roswell,  the  father  ot  TMw  nd 
1).  'Tolles;  .Saniantha,  who  marriei!  Carlo 
\'orse,  aiul  nun  ed  to  Ctah  ;  and  .Sar.ih,  w  ile  ol 
Le\i  ]'hillii)s,  of  Attica. 
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In  ICS31  Rosucll  Tolk's  mairicd  Eliza  Doty, 
(laiightLT  of  Xatlianicl  K.  Hot)',  of  Durham, 
Clrcciic  County,  who  came  to  J^cnning- 

ton  in  1815.  They  resided  ui)oii  tlic  okl  farm 
in  ]^enninjj;ton  many  years,  leariny  hut  two 
chilchen,  two  otheis  dyint;'  in  infancy.  ICllen, 
the  only  daughter,  is  tlie  wife  of  William 
Cross,  of  Ra)niond,  Wis.,  wheie  their  father 
died  in  1878,  their  mother  ha\  in^-  died  in  1854, 
ayed  fort\'-four  years. 

'l"he  son,  I'^tlwarcl  Doty  ToUes,  lived  with 
his  parents  upon  the  farm  imtil  he  was  eleven 
)ears  of  age,  at  wliich  time  his  parents  moved 
to  Attica.  Here  he  attended  the  district 
school,  and  later  the  Cicnesee  and  Wyoming 
Seminary  at  .A ie\andei'.  At  the  age  (jf  fifteen 
he  was  thrown  upun  his  own  resources,  his 
father  having  failed  in  business  and  gone 
West,  lea\'ing  liim  clerking  in  the  dry-goods 
store  of  John  S.  I'utnam.  Shortly  after  the 
breaking  out  of  the  wai"  he  eidisted,  in  August, 
1861,  in  Company  1^',  l^'ifth  New  York  Cavalry, 
serx'ing  until  the  fall  of  1863,  when  he  was 
dischai'ged  on  account  of  ])h\sical  disability, 
being  at  the  time  ]'"ii"sl  Lieutenant  of  his 
coniixan\',  wliich  was  oi"ganized  l)V  Captain 
Washington  W'heelei".  (  )n  his  retirement  from 
the  ser\  ice  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
with  his  micle,  l.eonidas  Doty,  of  Batavia. 
This  hrm  continued  bu.^iness  lor  three  years, 
when  Ml'.  Tolles  purchased  the  entire  business, 
which  he  comluctetl  tor  two  years.  Selling 
out  in  1869,  he  accepteil  a  positit)n  as  clerk  for 
J.  II.  Loomis,  with  the  intention  of  entering 
the  hartlware  Inisiness,  and  at  the  end  of  a 
\ear's  cleikship  he  engaged  with  I'ratt  &  Co., 
of  Huffalo,  as  commercial  tiavellei'  for  the 
sale  of  haidwaie  thionghout  the  North-western 
States.  lie  was  upon  the  idad  two  years,  and 
afteiward  had  chaige  of  tludr  wholesale  trade 
in  the  cit}-  for  one  )eai-.  In  1873  he  returned 
to  Attica,  and  became  a  mend)er  of  the  hard- 
wai'e  firm  of  I.ooniis  &  Tolles,  successors  to 
I.oomis  i!s:  .Son.  This  pailncrslii])  existed  until 
the  year  1884,  when  Mr.  Tolk's  |)urchased  the 
interest  of  his  partnei',  autl  has  since  continued 
alone. 

On  April  22,  1865,  i\Ir.  Tolles  married  Miss 
Josephine  \i.  Brainiu-d,  tiaughter  of  h^jhraim 
Hrainard,  deceased,  formerly  of  Attica.  Her 


mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  .Sophia 
Wright,  was  a  daughter  of  Am/i  Wright,  of 
Vermont,  an  earl)'  settler,  well  known  in  those 
days  of  stage  travel  as  landlord  of  the  best 
hotel  in  Wyoming  Count)'.  Mrs.  Sophia 
Hrainard  is  still  li\'ing,  at  eight)'-three  years  of 
age,  well  and  lieaily,  and  in  full  possession  of 
her  mental  faculties.  She  is  of  a  long-li\'ed 
race,  her  father  haxing  li\-ed  to  be  o\er  ninety 
years  of  age.  Mis.  Tolles  is  a  grand-daughter 
of  Seymoui"  Brainard,  who  came  from  Oneida 
Count)',  New  ^'oik,  in  18 10.  He  was  a 
wealthy  farmer,  mill  owner,  and  a  distiller,  and 
a  \'er)'  i)rominent  man.  He  gave  each  of  his 
sons  anti  daughtei's  a  fine  farm.  His  old  home- 
stead is  still  ])ossessed  h)'  the  tamil)'. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tolles  ha\'e  thiee  childi'en  li\'- 
ing,  oiie  son  ha\'ing  died  in  iiitanc)'.  The  el- 
dest son,  Brainard  Tolles,  a  law\'er  in  New 
York  City,  is  a  graduate  of  Hamilton  College 
and  of  the  Columbia  College  Law  School,  and 
is  an  attorney  for  the  IManhattan  I-llevated 
Railway  Compau)',  besides  ha\"ing  a  private 
practice.  He  entered  Hamilton  Ccdlege  as  a 
Sophomore  at  the  age  of  hfteen,  was  graduated 
at  nineteeii,  in  1886,  as  valedictorian  of  his 
class  of  tort)'-two  members.  Racliel  is  a  grad- 
uate of  I'dinira  College,  and  valedictoi'ian  of 
her  class,  where  she  was  also  a  teacher  for  two 
years.  lulward  Donald  Tolles  is  at  home, 
j)re|)aring  for  college. 

Mr.  Ltlwaixl  D.  Tolles  is  a  Republican  in 
politics.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  in  which  he  has  beeii  an  Elder  for 
twenty  )ears,  anil  su])erintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school for  more  than  that  length  of  time. 
He  has  a  wai"  iccoid  of  which  he  ma\-  well  be 
pi'oud.  li's  regiment,  after  being  oigani/.ed  at 
Staten  Island,  was  in  the  camp  for  lUstiuction 
at  Anna])(dis,  Md. ,  during  the  tirst  wintei', 
after  which  it  was  ordered  to  join  General 
Banks's  disastrous  cam])aign  up  the  .Shenan- 
doah \alle)',  and  was  also  uiuk'r  I'ope  at  Bull 
Run  and  Meade  at  Ciett\  sburg.  He  s.'iw  a  great 
deal  ot  ser\  ice,  and  had  man\'  haii  -breadth 
escapes,  and  is  now  one  ot  three  sui'\  i\ors  of 
the  thirteen  who  went  with  his  com|)any 
from  Attica,  ami  the  only  ofhcer  of  his  coni- 
pau)'  now  alive. 

Mr.    Tolles    is    a    genial    ami  intelligent 
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gentleman,  and  a  l)usiness  man  of  abilit)', 
standinj^  hl'^h  with  all  who  know  him. 


-f^OR^IAN  W.  KOSIi,  Postmaster  of  the 
I  — J  town  of  Geiieseo,  is  a  native  of  Ge- 
I Is  (  neva,  Ontario  County,  N.Y.  lie 
^  was  born  J'\'bruary  13,  1S27.  The 
origin  of  tlie  Rose  family  in  America  was 
about  the  year  1650,  when  three  brothers  emi- 
grated from  Holland,  one  of  whom  settled  in 
Virginia,  one  in  the  territory  now  called 
Rhode  Islantl,  the  tliird  in  New  Amsterdam, 
now  New  \'ork  City.  The  last-mentioned 
had  four  sons  —  David  settled  in  Dover, 
N.Y.;  I'Tijah  settled  in  Canaan,  Litchfield 
County,  Conn.,  was  a  commissary  in  tlie  War 
of  the  Revolution,  and  had  two  sons  — 
Nathan  and  David,  who  settled  in  Bloom- 
field,  N.Y.;  ]{lisha  settled  in  Schoharie 
Kill;  John  was  in  the  hT-ench  War  at  the 
taking  of  Quebec  and  also  through  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  after  which  he  settled  in  Ver- 
mont, where  he  lived  until  18 1 2,  when  he 
removed  to  Chenango  County,  New  York,  and 
died  soon  after,  leaving  five  sons — Hinsdale, 
Shirland,  John,  Rilvus,  and  Montague. 

Alban,  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Canaan,  Litchfield 
County,  Conn.  He  furnished  militar)'  equip- 
ments to  Napoleon  during  his  campaign.  He 
moved  to  Geneva,  Ontario  County,  N.Y.,  in 
1822.  He  had  two  sons  —  Sherman  and  Nor- 
man. Norman  was  killed  when  about  four- 
teen years  of  age.  Alban  Rose  died  June 
10,  i860,  at  Geneva,  N.Y.,  at  half  past-twelve 
A.M.,  aged  ninety-tw(;  )-ears  and  five  months. 
Leonard  Rose  settled  in  Terry,  Wyoming 
County,  N.Y.  He  died  at  Castile,  March  7, 
1857,  aged  eight\'-five.  It  is  notcworth)' 
that  in  this  family  there  wei"e  seven  brothers, 
who  all  lived  to  be  over  ninety  years  old. 

Sherman  Rose,  son  of  Alban,  was  brought 
up  in  Canaan,  and  resitted  there  until  he  was 
nearly  thirty  years  old,  carrying  on  the  car- 
riage business.  He 'afterward  moved  to  Ge- 
neva, and  continued  the  same  occupation  with 
prosperity  until  his  death,  when  he  was 
seventy-three  years  old.  His  wife,  the 
mother  of  Norman  W.  Rose,  was  before  her 


marriage  Miss  Marv  Lewis.  .She  was  born 
on  April  16,  1798.  Her  father.  Mile.-,  Lewis, 
who  \s-as  nf  I'jiglish  descent,  carried  on  mer- 
cantile business  at  Canaan,  Conn.,  her  nali\'e 
place.  A  portrait  ol  liiui  in  tlu:  old  Conti- 
nental costume,  with  jiDwdered  liaii",  has  been 
kejjt  in  the  family  (n'er  one  hunilred  Nears. 
It  is  on  i\'or)'  set  in  gokl,  and  was  painted  in 
I'ln^land.  Through  his  mother  .Mi'.  Norman 
W.  Rose  is  descended  (rum  General  Heman 
.Swift,  of  Cornwall,  Conn.,  whose  daughter 
Rlunla  marrietl  Miles,  son  of  Jeremiah  and 
I'^sther  Lewis,  of  (joshen,  in  that  .State.  Tlie 
line  ol  .Switt  genealog)'  runs  in  the  tollowing 
t)rtler:  William  Swift,  burn  1600;  William 
2d,  1635;  Jabe/,  1665;  Jal)ez  2(1,  March  16, 
1700;  General  Heman,  October  14,  1734. 

Heman  Swift  was  born  in  Sandwich,  Mass., 
in  1734.  He  moved  to  Kent,  dmn.,  and 
from  thence  to  Cornwall  in  the  same  .State, 
whei'e  in  the  summer  of  1787  he  built  a  resi- 
dence, which  is  still  standing,  and  which  is 
known  as  the  .Swift  Mansion.  .Soon  after 
coming  to  Connecticut  he  was  chosen  a  repre- 
sentative to  the  legislature.  He  rose  to  the 
rank  of  Hrigadier-general  during  the  war  of 
the  American  Revolutidii,  and  at  its  close  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  council,  from  which 
board  he  resigned  his  seat  in  1 802.  He  was 
for  many  years  a  Judge  nf  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  for  the  county  of  Litchfield,  and 
was  distinguishetl  for  native  strength  of  mind, 
gentle  ami  unassuming  manners,  indepenelence 
of  character,  and  conscientious  fulfilment  of 
duty.  Purity  of  moti\'e  and  justness  of  act 
combined  in  him  to  lorm  a  eharacler  rever- 
enced by  all  good  aiul  feared  h\  all  bad  men. 

I""rom  the  historical  register  of  the  Conti- 
nental arm\-  his  militarN'  careei'  ma)'  be  ful- 
lowed.  He  \vas  made  Paisign  of  Dui"kee"s 
Wyoniing  \'alley  Conipan\',  August  26,  1776, 
timing  the  Indian  War,  retiretl  Jul}'  i,  177S, 
Colonel  of  a  Connecticut  regiment  from  July 
to  Deceniber,  1776,  Colonel  .Se\'enth  Con- 
necticut Januai")'  i,  '777>  transferretl  to 
Secoiul  Connecticut  Janu.iry  i.  1781.  and 
returned  as  Colonel  of  the  consul idatetl  Con- 
necticut regiment  June,  17S3.  He  was  com- 
missioned Pirigatlier-general  .September  30, 
1783,  and  ser\'ed  until  December,  17S3.  In 
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military  life  lie  won  the  respect  of  the  officers 
ami  the  love  of  the  soldiers.  In  judicial  ca- 
reer no  man  e\'er  held  a  more  even  balance 
with  steadier  hand.  In  piivate  life  he  was 
humble,  sincere,  chai'itable,  and  pious,  a  man 
whose  supreme  object  was  to  discover  and  to 
perform  dut)'.  The  children  of  General 
Heman  and  Mar)'  (.Skiff)  .Swift  were:  Kufus, 
born  1760;  riiilo,  1762;  b'lislia,  1764;  Jabez, 
17G6;  Ileman,  176S;  Denis,  1770;  Mary, 
1772;  Rhoda  (Mis.  Lewis),  September  27, 
1774;  Ira,  1777;  l'"rastus,  1 780.  General 
Swift  was  one  of  a  famil)-  of  eii;"ht  children, 
the  others  bein^'  Jabez,  .Sirch,  Job,  Setli, 
Elisha,  Hannah,  and  Patience.  He  died  in 
Cornwall,   Conn.,   in  1814. 

To  Sherman  and  Mar\'  (  Lewis)  Rose  six 
children  were  born  -  -Miles;  Norman  \V.  ; 
William;  Ivlwartl  ;  Cornelia;  and  Heman, 
who  died  in  )'outh.  Xorman  \V.  Rose,  whose 
career  is  here  outlined,  sj)ent  his  early  life  in 
Geneva,  X.Y.,  where  he  attendetl  the  gram- 
mar school  and  afterward  a  preparatory  school 
of  higher  '■rade.  W'hen  he  had  finished  his 
studies,  he  enL;aL;'eil  as  clerk  with  lulwarcl  R. 
Dean,  of  the  town  of  York,  three  years,  when 
he  went  to  Geiieseo  to  work  for  Turner  & 
Bishop.  After  a  year  he  went  into  the 
employ  of  Henry  A.  W'i liiu.-rin;j;.  of  Moscow, 
Livingston  County,  who  carried  on  a  large 
general  store.  llcre  he  had  chief  charge  of 
the  business,  in  which  he  continued  for  two 
years.  W'ilmering  selling  out   at  that 

time,  Mr.  Rose  closed  up  the  business  affairs 
of  the  concern,  and  started  in  the  general 
clothing  Inisiness  for  himself.  This  was  in 
1851,  and  his  was  the  hrst  clothing  store  in 
that  section.  Mr.  Xorman  \V.  Rose  was  mar- 
ried in  1S52  to  ?»nss  .Sarah  L.  l^issell,  daughter 
of  IVnjamiii  Hissell,  of  Connecticut.  Thcii- 
only  child,  Charles,  died  at  the  age  of  eleven 
}  ears  ;  and  Mrs.  Rose  died  alter  about  thirty- 
nine  years  of  wedded  life.  .She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Rose 
has  been  a  very  earnest  and  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  ( )dd  Lellows  society  in  Ge/ieseo, 
Xo.  252,  ami  also  the  encami)inent  of  Lima 
aiul  the  Grand  Lodge  of  tlie  State  of  New 
York.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church. 


It  is  interesting  to  observe  how  much  may 
be  accomplished  by  energ)'  aiul  persevering 
attention  to  business.  The  world  owes  its 
larger  enteri)rises  of  commerce  and  manufact- 
ure not  so  much  to  great  outlay,  reaching  to 
large  [joints  of  exchange,  as  to  strong,  steady 
impulses  of  local  trade,  which  keep  up  the  ex- 
change of  currency  and  a  demand  for  the 
staple  things  of  life;  ancf,  wherever  may  be 
chronicled  the  history  of  a  man  who  in  a  long 
career  of  this  kind  has  kept  aloof  from  the 
snares  of  hast}'  jirofits  at  the  expense  of  hon- 
esty and  rectitude,  it  should  be  remembered 
in  his  honor,  as  ma)'  justly  be  done  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Rose,  the  I'ostmaster  of  Geneseo. 


'3.  RA  ADAMS,  a  watchmaker  and  jeweler 
h  in  Xorth  Java,  Wyoming  County,  .X.Y., 
gj_  was  l)orn  in  the  town  of  Alden,  ]'".rie 
County,  X.\'.,  October  10,  1838.  His 
paternal  graiulfather,  Gurdon  Adams,  who  was 
a  farmer  antl  mechanic,  built  one  of  the  first 
canal  boats  ever  put  on  the  ICrie  Canal.  This 
boat  was  run  h\  him  and  his  sons,  Jefferson 
and  Harr)',  while  his  daughter,  ]\Liria,  was 
cook  and  housekeeper  on  boartl.  Gurdon 
Adams  married  a  Miss  Safforil,  to  whom  a 
large  family  of  chiklren  were  born,  only  one 
of  whom  is  now  living,  Mrs.  Caroline  Whit- 
nc)',  of  Oswego  County,  Xew  \'ork.  This 
hul)  's  husband  was  a  brother  of  Judge  Whit- 
ney, of  (Jswego  County.  The  grandparents 
died  in  Clay,  Onondaga  Count)',  leaving  a 
conitortable  property  to  be  divided  among 
their  heirs. 

'i'lieir  son,  Thomas  Jefferson  Adams,  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
in  h'abius,  X.\'.,  in  the  )'ear  1805.  In  1830 
he  married  Miss  Sally  Hackett.  of  the  Plack 
River  countr\,  town  ot  ]'"airheld,  X.\'.,  near 
the  St.  Lawrence  River.  i'wo  ye.irs  after 
their  marriage  they  came  to  Alden,  Lrie 
Count)',  by  way  of  tlie  Eric  Canal,  settling  on 
a  farm  about  three  miles  south  of  the  old 
Buffalo  ivoad.  The  land  purchased  w.is  co\- 
ered  with  forest  growth;  and,  while  the  log- 
cabin  which  was  to  shelter  them  was  being 
built,  the)'  stayed  with  an  uncle  who  lived 
near.    The  five  children  of  this  couple  were 
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all  born  in  the  primitive  Erie  County  home, 
with  the  except i(;n  of  Asa,  who  was  born  in 
Onondaga  County.  ll.u]\',  wIkj  died  in  in- 
fancy, Ira,  Henry,  and  John  were  all  reared 
in  the  little  woodland  cabin,  where  life  was 
sini])le  and  the  modes  of  housekeeping  of  the 
most  |)rimiti\e  fashion.  All  the  cooking  was 
done  before  the  o|)i-n  fire  on  the  hearth  at  the 
foot  of  the  great  chimney,  where  the  crane 
swung  antl  the  teakettle  sang  merrily  as  the 
steam  issued  in  spiral  wreaths  from  its  splut- 
tering black  throat.  The  bread  was  baked  in 
vessels  set  on  the  glowing  coals.  The  bed- 
chandjers  were  in  the  attic  loft,  to  which 
nightly  the  children  ascended  by  means  of  a 
ladder;  but  parents  antl  children  were  happy 
in  their  lunnble  lot,  and  perhaps  the  angels  of 
contentment  and  peace  kept  nightly  vigil 
here,  like  those  of  oKl  who  watched  the  stiug- 
giings  of  Jacob.  In  1851  the  father  died,  at 
forty-five  years  of  age. 

The  children  had  as  good  an  education  as 
the  district  schools  afforded,  and  Asa  and 
J(din  became  teachers.  Ira  farmed  at  home 
until  his  twenty-ninth  year.  In  1859  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Lucinda  Blackman.  One 
daughter,  Clara,  now  Mrs.  McDowell,  of 
Buffalo,  and  the  mother  ol  t wo  cli i Idren,  was 
the  result  of  this  union.  I\Ir.  Adams  was 
marrietl  a  second  time  in  1869  to  Miss  liliza 
Case.  The)-  have  one  son,  Henry  J.  Adams, 
who  is  a  resident  of  Xoith  Java.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Gertrude  Crom- 
well, who  has  borne  him  one  son.  Dean  Jef- 
ferson Adams.  In  1867  Mr.  Ira  Adams 
moved  to  Mimcy  \'alle\-,  I'ennsylvania,  where 
he  worked  as  a  mechariic  for  thirteen  years, 
first  establishing  a  carriage  factory  and  after- 
ward entering  into  tlie  manufacture  of  all 
sorts  (»f  to(d  handles  and  hand  rakes.  In 
these  enterprises  he  was  quite  successful 
pecuniarily,  but  his  health  became  so  im- 
l^aired  that  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  work 
there.  In  1881  he  turned  liis  attention  and 
energy  toward  acpiiring  an  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  the  jeweller's  trade,  which  he  mastered 
at  Picture  Rocks,  i'a.  In  the  mean  time  he 
h.ul  purchased  a  farm  in  Barton  C(junty,  Mis- 
souri, near  the  new  and  at  that  time  thriving 
village  of  Liberal.     In  1883,  having  disposed 


of  his  property  at  Picture  Rocks,  he  started 
with  his  wife  and  son  to  go  to  this  place,  where 
he  intended  to  prcjsecute  his  trade.  Tarry- 
ing by  the  way  to  make  a  short  and  last  \  isit 
with  his  mother,  who  was  then  in  her  eighty- 
second  year  and  living  in  Marilla,  I'>ie 
County,  X.\'.,  with  hei"  son  Henry,  Mr. 
Adams  was  induced  by  her  earnest  s(dicita- 
tion  to  forego  his  Missouri  expedition  and 
make  his  home  near  her  the  remainder  (jf  her 
da)s.  Desirous  of  pleasing  his  mother,  he 
accordingly  settled  in  the  village  of  North 
Java,  and  opened  a  shop,  whose  sign  bears  the 
legend  "Watchmaker  and  Jeweller."  He 
owns  a  small  farm  just  beyond  the  village, 
which  IS  under  the  management  of  his  son. 

Mr.  Adams  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  and  also  of  the 
IndejK'ndent  Order  of  (')(!(!  l-'ellows,  and  is 
Xoble  Grand  of  Lodge  No.  618  in  his  village 
at  the  present  time.  He  was  a  Republican 
until  1876,  ha\ing  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Lincoln  in  i860.  He  \-oted  for 
Horace  Greeley  in  1872,  ne.\t  for  Peter 
Cooper,  and  (uur  years  later  for  James  B. 
Weaver.  Since  that  time  he  has  voted  with 
the  Prohibitionists,  and  it  is  in  e\-idence  of 
his  ]j<;jnilarity  that  in  spite  of  his  p(ditics  he 
has  several  times  been  elected  in  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  office  lie  now 
holds.  Mr.  Adams  belongs  to  the  class  of 
ph i loso]:)hical  thinkers  called  agnostics. 


^-pipjRS-  MARIA  BKARDSLKP;,  a  resi- 
le | —/  dent  ot  .SiK'er  Siirings,  town  of 
JJisl  Gainesville.  Wyoming  County, 
N.N'.,  widow  of  the  late  Andrew 
J.  Beardslee,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lee, 
Oneida  Count)'.  Siie  is  the  daughter  (>{ 
Hiram  Smith,  a  native  of  .New  Haven  Count), 
Connecticut,  whose  father,  Caleb  Smith,  also 
of  the  same  jjlace  and  of  German  and  Scotch 
ancestr)',  was  a  carijeiiter  by  trade,  and  be- 
came a  ]>ioneer  in  Oneida  County,  where  he 
settled  ujjon  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Lee.  The 
law  in  those  early  days  permitted  slavery; 
and  he  owned  se\eral  slaves,  who  did  all  of  the 
farm  work.  He  resitted  at  Lee  for  the  remai n- 
der  of  hi.s  life,  and  died  at  an  advanced  age. 
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Ilirani  Smith,  Mrs.  Bcaidslcc's  father,  was 
rc-arccl  to  aj^ricultui'al  inubuits  u])()n  his  ! 
father's  farm,  ami  at  his  majtjrity  purelia.^ecl  a  j 
farm  in  Onomlaga  County,  whieh  he  carried 
on  for  some  years;  but  later  he  removed  to 
Hume,  then  in  Genesee  County,  where  he 
continued  laiauint;.  He  alterward  lemoved 
to  Gaines\dlle,  and  resided  there  until  his 
death,  which  occLU'red  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years.  His  wife,  I\Irs.  Bcardslee's 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  like  her  own  was 
Maria  Smith,  was  a  ilaughter  of  John  Smith, 
a  farmer,  and  was  one  of  nine  children. 
John  Smith  i)assed  his  declining  years  at  the 
home  of  his  son  in  Unondaga  County,  surviv- 
ing his  wife,  who  dietl  lliere  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Hiram 
Smith  were  members  (jf  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  ha\'ing  joined  that  denomina- 
tion in  1845.  Ihey  lelt  four  children  — 
Caleb,  Delia,  Sarah  litte,  and  Maria  (Mrs. 
Ikardslee). 

'l"he  suliject  of  this  sketch  resided  at  home 
with  her  parents  until  her  marriage  to  Andrew 
J.  Beardslee,  which  occurred  in  1859.  Her 
husl)and  was  horn  in  Caneadea,  Allegau}' 
County,  son  of  Augustus  Heardslee,  a  farmer, 
who  reuKA'cd  later  lo  Hume  in  the  same 
county,  where  he  and  liis  wile  still  reside 
(1895),  the  foinur  at  the  age  of  eighty-eiglit 
ami  the  latter  at  eighty-fu'e  years.  Andrew 
J.  was  educated  at  the  district  schools  of 
Hume  and  the  Rusliforil  Academy.  He  was 
reared  to  agricultural  i:)ursuits,  and  on  reach- 
ing his  majority  purchased  a  farm  in  Gaines- 
\'ille  and  hitei'  another  in  Warsaw,  both  of 
which  he  carrietl  on  for  several  years.  He 
sold  his  farm  property  in  1S85,  and  became  a 
resident  of  Gainesville,  where  he  engaged  in 
real  estate  business,  la)'ing  out  xdllage  lots  to 
a  large  extent.  He  purcha.setl  one  hundred 
acres  of  huul  upon  the  site  of  the  present  vil- 
lage' of  Silver  Springs,  which  he  divided  and 
S(dd  as  Iniilding  lots,  al.so  ei'ecting  several 
houses.  His  enterprise  in  building  up  the 
village  made  him  a  \ery  prominent  man  and  a 
\'aluable  citizen. 

Mr.  Beardslee  was  a  devoted  member  of  tlie 
Methocli.st  ]'"|)iscop;il  cliurch,  and  actively  en- 
uau'cd  in  all  matters  connecteil  with  that  soci- 


ety,  being  a  Trustee  and  its  Treasurer,  as 
well  as  holding  other  offices  at  clitferent  times, 
lie  died  at  his  I'esiileiice  in  (jaines\il  le,  Jan- 
uary J,  1893,  from  a  comijlication  of  diseases, 
superinducetl  by  heart  trouble.  His  sudden 
demise  caused  a  general  slunk  to  the  entire 
comimmit)',  and  many  who  had  been  benefited 
by  his  acts  ol  generosity  deeply  mourned  the 
loss  ot  their  benefactor.  Mr.  Beardslee  was  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  although  taking 
an  active  interest  in  political  affairs  always 
firmly  refused  to  accept  office. 

t)f  Mrs.  Ik'ardslee's  two  children  Cora  died 
at  the  age  of  seven  years,  and  bdla  R.  was 
married  on  April  15,  1893,  to  George  I'iper, 
who  was  born  in  \\'ashingt(jn,  H.C.,  August 
17,  1866.  IHs  father,  John  I'iper,  is  a  farmer 
residing  in  Castile.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
Biper  attend  the  Methoilist  I']pisco])al  church, 
antl  are  socially  \'er\'  popular,  Mr.  Biper  l)eing 
a  member  of  the  .Select  Knights.  He  is  a 
young  man  of  much  business  ability,  who  is 
sure  to  .succeed  in  life. 


(^pr  O.  BUNx\b:BL,  of  Dansville,  N.Y., 
LL\  was  bf)rn  in  Lima,  Li\'ingston  Connt\-, 
yJlV  N.Y.,  March  10,  1S36,  the  thinl  of 
— '  five  children  of  Dennis  Bunnell, 
four  of  whom  are  living —  Miss  1).  B.  Bunnell 
and  Mrs.  Mary  lUmnell  W'illard,  of  lirooklyn, 
N.V.,  and  A.  O.  Bunnell  and  Major  "Slnvk  J. 
Bunnell,  of  Dans\'ille.  Dennis  Bunnell  was 
the  youngest  of  seven  sons  of  Jehiel  l^imnell, 
of  Cheshire,  Conn.,  a  Revoluticjnary  soldier, 
and  one  of  an  old  and  leading  family.  Jehiel 
Ikinnell's  wite  was  a  Hotchkiss,  a  tamih'  also 
prominent  in  the  earl\-  histor\'  of  Connecticut. 
The  mother  of  A.  O.  Bunnell  was  Mary 
Baker,  the  daugliter  ol  James  Baker,  a  stunly 
pioneer  woodsman  and  luinler.  lames  Baker's 
wife  was  Mar)-  I'arker,  the  elder  sifter  of 
three  celebrated  pioneer  ]\Iethodist  circuit 
preachers  of  Western  Xew  ^^)rk,  the  Re\  . 
Messrs.  Robert,  .Samuel,  .ind  John  I'arker. 
All  these  ancestors  are  dead.  Dennis  Bun- 
nell died  in  1885,  I\Iary  Baker  Bunnell  in 
1881.  A.  O.  Bunnell  and  .Anna  M.  Carpenter 
were  married  in  Lyons,  N.\'.,  A])ril  i).  1865. 
Of  their  children,  one  daughter  and  two  sons, 
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only  the  daughter  survi\'fs,  Anna  May  Bun- 
nell, of  Dans\ille. 

A.  ().  15unnell  eanie  to  Dansville  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  year^5  with  his  father's  family; 
and  with  the  exception  of  one  year  in  Rock- 
ford,  111.,  where  he  set  the  first  type  for  the 
Rockford  A'ii;/.\/c/.,  he  has  lived  in  Dansville 
since.  h'roni  the  age  of  seventeen  to  the 
present  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  printing, 
as  an  apprentice  and  journeyman,  and  as  edi- 
tor and  publisher  of  the  Dansville  Advcrl isi->\ 
founded  by  him  in  i860.  Preferring  the 
printing-oiiice  to  any  political  office,  he  has 
never  sought  favors  through  the  ballot  or 
appointment.  Hut  his  professional  brothers 
have  held  him  for  the  past  twenty-seven  years 
as  Secretar)'  and  Treasurer  of  the  New  Vork 
State  Press  Association,  much  of  the  success 
of  which  is  due  to  his  ability,  energy,  and 
genial  qualities.  In  grateful  recognition  of 
this  fact  he  was  presented  a  five-huntlred-doUar 
sterling  si Iver  tea-set  on  the  twenty-fifth  anni- 
versary of  his  services  to  the  Association. 
Mr.  Bunnell  is  also  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
the  Republican  lulitorial  Association  of  the 
State  of  New  Vork,  President  of  the  Living- 
ston County  Press  Association,  and  President 
of  the  National  Editorial  Association  of  the 
I'nited  States.  Mr.  Bunnell  is  a  well-known 
Odd  I'Y'llow,  and  his  long  membership  and 
valuable  services  were  rewarded  in  1884  by 
election  to  the  proutl  position  of  Grand  Master 
of  the  New  York  State  organization.  He  is  a 
graceful  newspaper  writer  and  successful  [lar- 
1  iamentarian.  hew  in  Western  New  ^'ork 
have  so  waini  and  so  widely  extended  an  ac- 
quaintance in  the  State  and  nation.  Self- 
education,  rare  gifts  of  heart  and  mind,  a  life 
of  probity,  im!uslr\-,  anil  public  spirit,  have 
earned  foi-  him  wliat  he  richly  deserves  —  the 
esteem,  confidence,  and  lo\'e  accorded  by  Liv- 
ingston County  to  one  ol  her  best  citizens. 

The  Dans\'ille  .  L/:'t7//,S(7- was  established  at 
Dansville  in  i860  by  A.  O.  lUninell.  The 
first  number  was  issued  Thursday,  August  2, 
a  folio  fourteen  b)'  twenty-two  inches,  four 
columns  to  a  |)age.  'I'he  name  indicates  the 
intention  of  tlie  founder  to  ])ublish  a  paper 
mainly  lor  advertising  purposes.  Li  a  modest 
wa\',  but  with  conscientious  care,  Mr.  Bunnell 


preparetl  the  first  number,  niiscellan)'  for  the 
first  and  fourth  jxiges,  editorial  and  general 
news  lor  the  second  page,  and  local  matter 
for  the  third  page,  just  enough,  he  thought, 
to  nicely  introduce  and  make  welcome  to 
reacL'rs  and  iMofitable  to  advertisers  its  adver- 
tising columns.  h'or  a  starter,  and  in  his 
mind  all  tlie  i)aper  was  worth,  he  offered  the 
J(/:'c7-//j(7- lor  the  remainder  of  the  year  (five 
months)  for  twenty-five  cents.  3iluch  to  his 
surprise  and  somewhat  to  his  confusion,  he 
was  widely  compl  i  mentetl  upon  his  Ijright 
little  newspajjur;  and,  when  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary came,  he  had  more  subscribers  than  the 
oldest  jjaper  of  the  village  and  more  adxertis- 
ing  than  he  knew  what  to  do  with,  although 
after  the  first  two  months  the  Advertiser  had 
been  enlarged  to  twenty-one  by  thirty-one 
inches,  each  page  si.\  columns.  l-"rom  time 
to  time  since  then  the  Advo'tiscr  has  been 
enlarged,  as  the  exigencies  of  patronage  de- 
manded, until  to-day  it  is  a  folio  twentv- 
seven  and  one-half  by  forty-three  and  one-half 
inches,  nine  columns  to  the  page.  Still  its 
columns  are  crowded  with  the  best  advertising 
in  the  country,  and  another  enlargement  seems 
imperative.  The  Advci'tiscr  has  ever  main- 
tained the  lead  which  it  won  at  a  single 
bound  in  the  first  year,  and  has  steadily  grown 
in  circulation  and  inllutnce.  Mr.  Bunnell 
has  been  connected  with  the  Advertiser  from 
the  first,  and  scarcely  a  number  has  been  is- 
sued excepting  under  his  personal  supervision. 
PTom  1866  to  1 868  he  had  as  a  partner,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Bunnell  &  Jones,  the  late 
Joseph  Jones,  an  educator  and  a  forceful 
writer,  a  man  of  rare  sweet  character,  whose 
death  i.i  the  ])rime  of  \\\^-  and  usefulness  was 
a  loss  to  the  woild.  Since  1884  Mr.  W.  S. 
Obenlorf,  a  sketch  ot  whose  lite  a])peai"s  in 
this  work,  has  been  associated  with  Mr.  Ikni- 
nell,  the  firm  name  being  Bunnell  &  Obenlorf. 
The  impetus  given  to  the  business  of  the 
office  by  this  notable  accession  has  been  felt 
during  all  these  later  years. 

ICstabl  ished  as  an  iiulependent  business 
news|Kiper,  the  Republican  and  jjatriotic  im- 
|)ulses  of  its  founder  impelled  liim  to  a  \  igor- 
ous  support  ol  the  part\  of  the  great  war 
President,    the    lamented    Lincoln;   and  ever 
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since  then  tlie  Ailvcrtiscf  has  been  tlie  active, 
faithful  advocate  of  RejJiiblican  principles,  ! 
the  suj)portei'  of  tlie  nominees  of  the  Republi- 
can party.  It  may  be  worthy  of  note  that  the 
same  conscientiousness  observed  in  the  ])rcpa- 
raticjn  of  the  first  number,  especially  of  its 
literary  and  local  features,  has  characterized 
the  Advertiser  tliroughout  its  entire  history. 
ICvery  column  ot  its  contents,  including  ad- 
vertising, has  been  tlie  subject  of  minute 
painstaking.  The  Advertiser  has  literally 
become  a  syni)n)'in  for  wliolesonieness,  enter- 
prise, and  talent,  and  t(jr  handsome  typog- 
raphy, and  has  fairl)'  won  the  appellation 
some  years  ago  given  it  by  a  leading  journal- 
ist, "the  best  country  weekly  in  the  State." 
S[K'cial  and  primar}'  attention  to  local  affairs, 
historical  ami  current,  has  so  enriched  its  col- 
umns that  the  editor  of  the  last  History  of 
Livingston  County  volunteered  the  testimony 
that  the  file  of  the  Dansville  Advertiser  \v:\.)i 
the  richest  mine  of  local  history  that  his  re- 
searches in  every  county  of  the  State  had  re- 
\'ealed  to  him.  Its  wise  and  energetic  efforts 
in  matters  of  current  local  enterprise  may  be 
notetl  especially  in  the  movements  that  gave 
to  Dansville  a  s)'stem  of  water-works  for  fire 
puriKiSes,  a  railroad,  a  library,  and  a  union- 
school  system  and  building  second  to  none  in 
the  State.  The  fealty  of  tlie  Advertiser  to 
the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  Dansville  is 
emphasized  by  its  championship  of  the  rights 
of  the  defrauded  creditor^  of  the  Dansville 
lianks  with  sucli  fearless  persistency  that  it 
was  made  the  defendant  in  a  libel  suit  for  ten 
thousand  tlollars  tlamages,  in  which  the  Ail- 
I'ertiser  won  a  signal  victory,  the  chief  con- 
spirators were  punished,  and  the  people 
secured  all  that  was  left  of  tw(j  sad  wrecks. 

-Since  the  discontinuance  of  the  Laios  of 
Life,  a  monthl\-  magazine  published  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  world-renowned  Jackson  Sanato- 
rium at  Dansville,  the  Dansville  Adi'ertiser 
has  added  a  Sanatorium  department  to  its  col- 
umns, and  has  been  made  the  sole  authorized 
periodical  representative  of  this  great  health 
institution.  It  has  thus  added  to  its  constit- 
uency a  large  class  of  enterprising  and  criti- 
cal readers.  In  addition  to  publishing  a 
newspai)er  which  has  Ijeen  an  educating  and 


uplifting  force  to  its  r-jaders  and  a  great  bene- 
fit to  advertisers,  in  which  it  lias  ever  kept  its 
original  interest,  Messrs.  Hunnell  &  Oberdorf 
are  conducting  a  job  jiriiit  ing-office,  whose 
unusual  facilities  have  attracted  work  of  a 
State  and  national  character,  including  bfioks 
and  pamphlets  the  artistic  printing  of  which 
has  been  rarely  attempted  outside  the  large 
cit  ies. 


\W/  '  "HI-^RDORI',  a 

V^V  ioiuaialist  and  member  of  the  firm  of 
Hmiiiell  'X:  (  )berdort,  proprietors  and 
editors  of  the  Dansxille  A.dvertiser,  was  born 
in  this  \-illage  on  januar)'  12,  iSTm.  Me  is  a 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  John  Obei'dorf, 
further  mention  ot  whom  will  be  found  in  a 
sketch  of  Ids  brother,  Hernard  II.  <  )bcrdoi  f. 
His  earl)'  life  was  spent  alternalelN'  Ijctween 
the  farm  of  his  grand! atliei"  and  the  \  illage  of 
Dans\  ille.  At  fourteen  he  entered  the  office 
of  the  Dausxille  Adveiti\er  to  learn  the 
])rinter's  trade,  where  he  lemained  three  and 
one-half  years.  In  the  lattei"  part  of  his  ap- 
prenticeship he  prepared  for  examinations  to 
enter  the  (leneseo  State  Normal  -School,  the 
money  he  had  sa\ed  contributing  toward  Ids 
school  expenses.  .At  (ieneseo  his  class  exami- 
nations ne\-er  fell  ])elow  ninet\-,  a  i)ercentage 
of  se\'enty-fi\e  indicating  good  work.  He  was 
acti\e  in  the  Delphic  Literar\-  -Society,  and 
was  chosen  to  appear  in  the  annual  public 
eiitertaiinnent  e\'eiy  June  he  wa.s  in  attend- 
ance, being  selected  twice  as  I'resideiit,  the 
second  time  to  deliver  the  \aledictorv  on 
the  literar}-  programme.  A  wtdl-established 
lirecedent  permitted  a  member  to  occup\-  that 
office  only  once,  -ind  the  exceptions  to  this 
practice  were  rare.  Altliough  during  the  four 
years  from  i  S7.S  to  iSSj  he  was  absent  twenty 
weel-;s  or  more  bir  the  pui'pose  ol  teaching,  be- 
sides being  eng.iL;ed,  during  \ac,itions,  teach- 
ingor  working  to  ]ja\'  ex|)eiisi,s,  he  completed 
the  foiu"  \eais'  c  lassical  coinse  with  his  class 
in  the  spring  of  1SS2,  and,  within  a  \ear  aflei' 
being  giailuated,  repaid  the  money  that  he  had 
been  obliged  to  borrow. 

In'foi\'  his  si.aiioi  \eai'  at  school  had  idosed, 
he  being  then  t\\  ent_\'  one  )  eai  s  ot  age,  he  was 
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offered  the  cditorshi])  of  the  Livingston  A\'- 
piihlicaii,  a  jxiper  inihlished  at  the  county  seat, 
and  having  at  that  time  the  largest  circulation 
in  the  count)'.  This  was  acce|)ted,  and  his 
eilitorial  woik  began  suon  aftei'  the  commence- 
ment  exercises  of  June.  In  a  little  ks^  tlian 
two  \ears  a  copai  1  nersh i p  interest  in  the  1  )aus- 
ville  Aiivifti.ur  was  teiulerecl  to  him  b)'  A.  O. 
Hunnell,  in  wliose  employ  he  hatl  learned  his 
trade.  Accordingh',  on  March  i,  1884,  Dans- 
\  ille  again  became  liis  liome.  Becoming  iden- 
tifietl  with  wirious  local  organizations,  he  pro- 
gressed Irom  secretar}'  of  Ihiion  Hose  Com- 
|)an)-,  one  of  the  best  associations  of  the  kintl 
in  the  State,  to  foreman,  and  to  Chief  Kngi- 
neer  of  the  whole  fire  department,  from  scene 
supporter  in  the  Odd  l'\dlows  to  Past  drand, 
and  through  \'arious  jjositions  of  other  socie- 
ties, lie  is  a  member  of  Phceni.x  Lodge, 
V.  &  A.  M.,  antl  a  Presbyterian.  In  June, 
1 891,  he  appeared  first  at  a  State  encampment 
of  the  Sons  of  \'eterans.  The  same  simimer 
he  went  to  M inneapolis  as  one  of  five  delegates 
representing  that  (jrtler  in  this  State  at  the  na- 
tional encampment;  and  next  June  at  the  State 
encampment  in  Amsterdam  he  was  elected 
without  opi)(jsition  to  the  highest  place  in  the 
gift  of  that  body,  Commander  of  all  the  camps 
in  the  State.  This  )ear  the  order  had  a  most 
successful  career,  the  membership  in  the  State 
reaching  a  ]ioint  never  before  and  never  since 
attained.  'I'he  gold  cross  of  the  order  was 
conferred  upon  him  for  meritorious  ser\dce  by 
the  next  national  encampment. 

As  a  business  man  Air.  Oberdorf  aims  to  be 
exact,  thorough,  and  progressi\'e.  He  is  never 
content  with  things  as  they  are,  but  insists 
upon  a  steady  advance  along  the  whole  line, 
lie  ]iossesses  excellent  executi\'e  ability,'  and 
is  conscientious  in  the  ilischarge  of  the  duties 
of  any  position  which  he  has  gained  or  ac- 
cepted, whether  the  work  be  gratuitous  or 
remunerat  i\'e. 

!\Ir.  Oberdorf  is  a  journalist  of  the  progres- 
si\'e  school,  ])roducti\e  of  ideas,  which  he 
turns  to  the  very  best  account  —  a  live  editor 
of  a  live  newsjiaijei".  The  rejiorts  of  the 
Lester  W.  P^iulkner  trials  —  the  first  lield  at 
Rochester,  where  about  two  weeks  were  con- 
sumed in  continuous  day  and  night  sessions  of 


the  court,  and  the  second  at  Puffalo,  where  a 
still  longei'  periiid  was  lecpi i red -  - were  from 
his  pen.  1  he  editor  ol  the  Ri n  hester  /'('Wi^- 
riir/  and  C // 'iii/ic/i  ,  a  dail\'  spectator  at  the 
Rochester  trial,  declared  this  account  to  be 
the  liest  reportorial  work  (_'\er  ininiug  Im  liis 
notice;  and  alter  the  Hiilfahi  trial  he  pubiislied 
an  L'tiitorial  par;igiapli  whiLh  contained  the 
following:  "'I'he  Lans\-ille  Aili'Litiscr,  in  its 
last  two  issues,  has  a  notalile  I'eport  of  the 
J^'aulkner  ti  ial  in  Puffahi,  as  full,  as  accmate, 
and  as  graiihic  as  that  which  it  ])ul)lislied  upmi 
the  j-iochester  trial.  The  lepoi't  is  b\-  W.  S. 
()bei'dorl,  junior  etlitor  and  propiietor  of  the 
Advciiisc)-,  who  might  easil\-  trust  his  leputa- 
tion  as  a  most  accomplished  journalist  to  the 
reports  he  has  made  of  the  trials  in  which  Li\- 
ingston  County  felt  the  deepest  interest." 

.Mr.  Oberdorf  has  fine  oi'atorical  talent,  and 
has  made  a  wide  reiJUtation  as  both  a  i)olitii;;.l 
and  after-dinner  s])eaker.  A  Republican  in 
])olitics,  and  alwa\'s  actixe  in  iiromoting  the 
interests  of  that  |)art\',  he  first  appearetl  as  a 
campaign  speaker  in  i8S,S,  when  he  went  on 
the  stimip  for  Penjamin  Harrison.  In  1893 
he  was  Memoi'ial  1  )a)-  orator  at  ITica,  hax  ing 
that  )'ear  recei\-ed  no  less  than  fifteen  inxita- 
tions  to  delivei'  memorial  addresses.  'I'hor- 
oughly  in  earnest  in  whatever  he  sa\'s, 
brimming  with  ideas  and  talking  for  a  \\\\\- 
p(jse,  he  imi)resses  himself  upon  others  b\'  the 
irresistible  logic  of  fact  and  ai'gument  rather 
than  b\'  the  use  of  ]ione\ed  woi'ds  or  fiorid 
idietorical  plirases.  Not  that  he  confines  hini- 
selt  to  banen  statement  :  latlier  mav  it  be  said 
that,  with  something  of  tlie  poetic  in  his  tem- 
])erament,  ami  he  being  a  faithful  student  of 
history  and  biogi-aph}'  as  well  as  an  actix'e 
lorce  in  current  e\ents,  his  addresses  mingle 
the  ])erfume  of  tlie  Howei-s  culled  from  the 
fieUls  ot  litd'ature  with  the  feeling  and  inten- 
sity inspired  the  deeds  of  tlie  gieat  men 
and  Women  of  the  past,  and  a  lo\e  for  countr\' 
growing  out  of  his  familiarity  w  itii  the  glo'v- 
ing  pages  of  that  countr\''s  histor\.  He  ne\ei- 
ti  ies  in  speech  simpl\-  to  amuse  or  enterlain, 
but  to  interest,  edif\-,  and  inspire. 

A  man  ot  positix'c  com  actions  and  iiaepres- 
sible  industi-y,  .mkI  a  st.inch  fi  iend  of  all  who 
struggle  to  rise,  he  has  not  onl)-  faii  l_\-  won  his 
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way  to  his  ]ircscnt  positiDii  of  wide  influence 
and  i;reat  resijon^ibi  1  ity,  Init  his  interest  and 
his  example  ha\'e  pi(>\ed  a  help  and  an  inspira- 
tion to  man)'  )'oung'  men  with  whom  he  ha^ 
come  in  contact. 


RANKLIX  R.  RARROSS,  M.D.,  a 
resident  ph)'sician  and  surgeon  of  At- 
tica, who  has  practised  in  this  town  for 
over  thirty-nine  }ears,  was  born  in  1832  at 
Linden,  Genesee  County,  where  his  father, 
X^ilney  C.  Barross,  was  born  in  181  i.  The 
Doctor's  grandfather,  Calvin  Barross,  prob- 
ably a  native  of  Connecticut,  settled  in  Beth- 
any, in  Genesee  County,  as  a  pioneer  about 
the  year  1800.  He  married  Olive  Patterson, 
whose  mother  died,  leaving  several  small  chil- 
dren ;  and  she,  being  the  eldest,  assumed 
charge  of  her  father's  household,  and  reared 
her  younger  brothers  and  sisters. 

Calvm  Barross  established  himself  as  a 
wool  carder  and  cloth  dresser  at  Bethany,  and 
became  a  prominent  business  man  and  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace.  When  ready  to  erect  his 
mill,  in  order  to  insure  a  successful  raising, 
according  to  the  custom  at  that  day,  he  walkeil 
nine  miles  to  Batavia  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing a  keg  of  whiskey,  which  he  brought 
home  ui)on  his  back;  and  he  was  obliged  to 
provide  another  in  the  same  manner  before 
the  mill  was  completed.  On  building  his 
dam,  which  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
below  a  saw-mill  on  Little  'I'onawanda  Creek, 
he  floatetl  the  logs  and  timbers  himself  to  the 
scene  of  operation.  In  spite  of  these  difficul- 
ties he  succeeded  in  establishing  his  mill, 
and  successfully  conducted  it  for  many  years. 
His  office  in  which  he  transacted  public  busi- 
ness as  Justice  of  tlie  Peace  was  a  popular 
resort,  and  the  peach  brandy  which  he  dis- 
pensed u])on  special  occasions  was  held  in 
high  repute.  His  method  t)f  making  this 
seductive  stimulant  was  to  fill  a  barrel  with 
choice  peaches,  adding  as  much  of  the  best 
whiskey  as  it  would  hold,  and  allowing  the 
mixture  time  to  macerate. 

Grantlfather  l^arross  lived  to  be  over  ninety 
years  of  age.  Altliough  he  was  very  gray,  a 
short  time  before  his  death  a  growth  of  jet 


black  hair  a|)i)eared  abo\'e  his  forehead.  His 
wife  died  at  the  age  of  eightN'  years. 

They  were  the  parents  of  scxen  chiUlren, 
two  of  whom,  a  s(jn  and  daughter,  died  young, 
the  otiiers  being  the  tollowing:  John  Barross, 
who  died  at  Linden,  aged  lort)-fi\'e,  leaving 
one  son,  James  C,  now  residing  upon  his 
father's  farm;  Volney  C,  the  father  of 
I"'ranklin  R.  ;  William  II.,  fc^r  many  }ears  a 
merchant  in  Attica,  now  an  octogenarian,  liv- 
ing at  Batavia;  Sextus  T.,  a  farmer,  who 
now  resides  at  the  old  homestead  in  the  house 
erected  Ijy  his  father  nearly  one  hundred  years 
ago;  and  Lxander  11.,  a  merchant  in  Hills- 
dale, Mich.  The  ilwelling  of  Sextus  T. 
stanils  on  the  site  where,  at  the  time  the  old 
farm  was  cleared,  was  built  the  log  house, 
which  was  destro)'ed  by  fire  on  a  cokl  winter's 
night,  tvu'ning  the  occupants  (nit  into  the 
snow  witli  nothing  but  their  night-clothes  to 
protect  them. 

\'olney  C.  Barross  married  in  1831  Elvira 
Richaixls,  daughter  of  Paul  Richards,  of 
Orangeville,  a  prominent  tlairy  farmer  of  that 
town  and  the  first  Judge  of  W)'oming  County. 
She  was  the  child  of  Judge  Richards's  first 
wife,  whose  maitlen  name  wa.s  .Stone.  After 
the  death  of  her  mother,  the  Judge  married  a 
second  time,  the  lady  being  a  widow  named 
Salisbury,  who  had  six  chikh'en,  which  grou|), 
addetl  to  the  seven  left  bv  the  first  Mrs.  Rich- 
ards, made  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  all 
of  whom  attended  the  distiict  schoid  at  the 
same  time.  It  was  customar\',  when  the  roll 
was  called  at  night  b)'  the  teacher,  for  the  el- 
dest member  of  the  family  to  tell  how  many 
were  present;  and  ]'d\ira  would  call  out 
"thirteen,"  and  then  hide  her  head,  being 
ashamed  of  such  a  large  numlier.  Mrs.  Ll- 
vira  (Richards)  Jkirross  died  when  forty  )ears 
of  age,  in  1852;  and  her  husband  married  for 
his  second  wile  a  Miss  Le'cke,  who  is  now 
deceased.  Mr.  \'olney  C.  liarross  tlied  in 
1879,  '^'^  ^'i*-'  '^'A'^  sixt)'-eight  years.  He 
purchased  in  1853  and  o]ierated  for  twcnty- 
fi\-e  )'eais  the  Attica  Mills,  foinierly  the  ]ii"op- 
erty  of  the  h'olsoms,  grandi)arents  of  .Mi.s. 
Grover  Cleveland.  The  four  children  of  \'ol- 
ney  C.  and  h'.lviia  Jkrrross  are  the  following: 
Franklin  R.  ;   Ulive  Jennett,  wife  of  D.  W. 
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Richartlson,  a  Buffalo  business  man,  whose 
home   is   in    Attica;    I.uellyn,    wlio  married 

I.  K.  Jefferson,  of  Attica;  and  l-llvira,  wife 
of  William  liall,  also  of  Attica. 

r'ranklin  R.  Ikirross  commenced  his  educa- 
tion at  the  \V)'omiM^-  Seminary;  and  after 
complet i iii;"  his  course  there  he  enteied  the 
medical  school  at  .Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  1853.  He  was  Dr.  John 
G.  Meachem's  first  pupil,  and  practised  with 
\)]-.  Potter,  of  Cowles\'i  1  le,  later  one  )'ear  in 
Linden,  and  al^o  one  year  in  Varysburg.  On 
June  7,  1857,  Dr.  Barross  married  Harriet 
Sargent,  daughter  of  John  Sargent,  of  Ccnvles- 
\'ille,  a  pioneer  of  the  western  part  of  Wyo- 
ming County,  wlio  resitled  nearly  si.xty  }'ears 
upon  the  farm  which  his  own  labors  had 
cleared  and  improved.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  IJarross 
have  one  son,  John  V.,  and  two  daughters  — 
Grace  H.  and  Carrie  B.  John  V.  l^arros,  a 
broker  and  banker  in  Washington,  D.C.,  who 
is  a  successful  business  man  and  unuKoried, 
was  connected  with  the  Loomis  I^ank  for  ten 
years,  and  held  the  j)osition  of  private  secre- 
tary for  R.  S.  Stevens  a  like  period.  Grace 

II.  Barross  has  been  a  teacher  in  Attica. 
Carrie  B.  is  the  wife  of  luigene  P.  Norton, 
proprietor  of  the  Pineapple  Cheese  factory 
in  Attica.  They  ha\-e  an  infant  daughter,  a 
prize  baby  of  eight  months,  a  \'ery  precocious 
child. 

Dr.  Barross  is  a  physician  of  long  and 
varied  experience,  being  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  successful  practitioners  in  the  county. 
He  firmly  adheres  to  the  old  school  or  regular 
practice,  and  also  has  a  wide  reputation  as  a 
surgeon.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  as  were  both  his  father  and  grand- 
father before  him,  they  being  of  the  Royal 
Arch  degree  and  blasters  of  the  lotlge.  They 
passed  through  the  Morgan  excitement,  firmly 
adheidng  to  the  principles  of  the  order.  The 
Doctor  is  a  Democrat  by  inheritance,  his 
father  ha\'ing  been  of  that  political  piarty; 
and  lie  remains  true  to  the  example  which  was 
set  befoi'e  him.  He  is  a  ([uiet,  genial  gentle- 
man, generally  absorbetl  in  the  cares  and 
(hities  of  his  large  practice,  and  whene\er  he 
has  an  hour  to  spare  prefers  to  spend  it  over 
a  game  of  draughts,  at  which  he  is  an  expert. 


RS.    ALICi:    B.    KXHU-OI',  who 

resides  at  hei  pleasant  home  near 
I  Unit's,  town  ot  Poi'tage,  Living- 
ston Count}',  is  descL-ndetl  from 
an  earl)'  ijioncer  ot  Cay  uga  Count),  her  great- 
grandfather on  tile  paternal  .side  being  (.ired 
Reardslc)',  who,  with  three  brothers,  bihn, 
.Slierman,  and  Roswell,  and  one  si-^te'i-,  .\nii, 
came  to  Ca)Liga  Count)',  New  ^'ork,  Irom 
Connecticut  about  iSori,  at  wliiLh  time  the 
western  part  of  Xcw  \'ork  .State  was  tliickl)' 
wooded  and  the  settlements  lew  and  far  be- 
tween. They  made  the  journe)'  in  their  pri- 
\'ate  con\'eyanee,  and  their  experiences  were 
similar  t(j  those  which  u-^iialL'  tell  to  the  lot 
of  ]uoneers  in  a  new  countr)'.  Jared  Beards- 
le)'  settled  in  the  town  of  Scipi(j,  Cayuga 
County,  and  luiih  a  taveiai,  which  he  kept  for 
thirty-five  )'ears.  His  wife's  name  before 
marriage  was  Betsy  Bennett.  Their  son, 
Bennett,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Knibloe,  was 
born  in  Scipio,  receiving  his  motlier's  faniily 
name.  By  his  marriage  with  Mar)'  Tabor  he 
had  three  sons,  Jared,  George,  and  Augustus. 

Augustus  was  born  in  Michigan,  to  which 
State  his  parents  had  mo\'etl  about  iSjg,  and 
where  they  resitled  about  six  }'ears,  when  they 
mo\'ed  back  to  Ca)'uga  Count\',  Xew  \'ork, 
and  afterward  to  Living-.ton  Couiit\',  wliere 
they  died.  Of  their  cliildren  Jared  ilieil  in 
1888,  lea\'ing  a  wife  and  four  children,  only 
three  of  whom  are  now  living.  George  died 
in  1890,  leaving  a  wife  and  two  children. 
Augustus  now  resides  in  Portaue\'ille. 


-AMb:S  \V.  DUXHAR,  a  prosperous 
hardware  merchant  of  Attica,  X.\'.. 
was  born  in  tlie  town  ol  Darien,  (jen- 
esee  Count)',  h'el )ruai'\'  7,  1839.  His 
father,  James  Dunbar,  who  dietl  in  Attica 
February  20,  1895,  was  born  at  Hartford, 
Conn.,  in  tlie  year  181  i.  luirl)'  in  tlie  twen- 
ties, when  he  was  twelve  \'cars  old,  Ids  p  ir- 
ents,  Ruel  and  L.linor  (  Rogers  )  Dunbar  with 
their  six  chihhen  migrated  from  Ccjunecticut 
to  this  State,  travelling  with  an  ox  team, 
Jaiiies  and  his  eldei"  brother  ami  their  father 
walking,  wliile  their  mother  and  the  t(Uir 
younger  cli i  Idi  ell  rode  in  tlie  wagon  w  ith  the 
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household  goods.  The  family  were  in  limited 
circumstances.  They  settled  in  Genesee 
County,  one  mile  north-west  of  Attica.  Here 
the  grandmother  dietl  at  the  age  of  seventy, 
while  Grandfather  Duid)ar  lived  to  he  eighty- 
eight. 

James  Dunhar,  son  of  Ruel  and  Elinor, 
and  father  of  James  W'.,  of  the  present  sketch, 
on  beginning  life  as  a  farmer,  jnnxhased  about 
fift)'  acres  of  land,  ten  acres  of  which  was 
cleared.  This  he  impi'o\'ed,  and  by  his  indus- 
try and  thritt  added  to  it  little  by  little,  until 
he  possessed  a  farm  f>f  two  hundred  acres. 
In  1837  he  married  Olive  Howen,  a  daughter 
of  Peleg  Howen,  of  Darien,  who  came  from 
Montgomery  Count}-  in  1S08.  Iler  father  was 
a  farmer  and  also  a  veteran  of  the  War  of 
1812.  He  died  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five,  after  having  reared  a  family  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  all  but  one  attained  their 
majority,  and  six  of  whom  ai'e  now  living,  the 
youngest  being  now  (  i  895  )  hft)'- four  and  the 
oldest  seventy-five  years  of  age.  James  W. 
Dunbar,  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch,  is  the  el- 
dest of  five  children  of  James  and  Olive  Dun- 
bar, four  of  whom  are  still  living.  Amy  L., 
one  sister,  wife  of  Charles  Aleacham,  of  Ca- 
yuga County,  died  January  8,  1895.  His 
only  brother.  Henry  R.,  is  a  farmer  residing 
in  Clay  Countv,  Minnesota.  The  living  sis- 
ters are  hdora  1''..,  who  married  Thomas  Chap- 
]xdl,  residing  in  the  \dcinity  of  Attica,  and 
Alice,  now  residing  with  her  mother  on  l^uf- 
falo  Street,  Attica.  Mr.  Dunbar's  father 
conducted  until  the  time  of  his  death  his  farm 
of  seventy  acres  at  Darien,  although  he  re- 
sided in  town. 

After  receiving  his  echu'ation  at  the  dis- 
trict schools,  James  W.  Dunbar  assisted  his 
father  in  farm  work;  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  pui'chased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  on 
ciedit  at  twent\-  dollars  per  acre.  This  he 
conductid  for  some  )X'ars,  adding  to  his  pos- 
sessions later  and  erecting  suitable  farm 
buildings.  Jn  the  spring  of  1877  on  account 
of  failing  health  he  sold  his  farming  property; 
and  a  year  later  he  moved  to  Attica,  where 
in  18S0  he  csta])lished  himself  in  business 
for  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements.  This 
enterprise  was  attended  with  so  much  success 


that  in  1884  he  added  a  general  stock  C)f  hard- 
j  ware;  he  also  keeps  carriages,  wagons,  paints, 
j  and  oils,  and  has  created  for  himself  a  very 

pros])erous  trade,  his  store  being  located  at 
1  No.  33  Maiket   Street,   in  a   building  which 

he  erecte^l  for  that  purpose, 
i  On  January  12,  1865,  he  married  Cecilia 
i  Sumner,  daughter  of  John  Sumner,  of  Darien, 
I  her  i^arents  having  been  early  settlers  in  that 
!  section.  Mr.  Dunbar  is  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
!  tics,  and  is  serving  his  fifth  year  as  Justice 
j  of  the  Peace.  lie  has  been  Secretary  of  the 
!  ]5aptist  church  f(jr  fifteen  years,  Ijoth  himself 
I  and  wife  being  members.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
I  Dunbar  ha\'e   no   children.     They   occupy  a 

very  comfortable  residence  on  Buffalo  Street. 


T^ORDELIA  A.  GREKNF.,  M.D.,  has 
I  for  ncaidy  thirt)'  years  been  sole  pro- 

^is  pi'ietor  and  medical  director  of  the 

Sanitarium  in  the  village  of  Cas- 
I  tile,  Wyoming  County,  N.Y.  Her  parents, 
Jabez  and  Phi  la  (Cook  )  Greene,  were  married 
September  30,  1830.  Her  mother,  a  native 
of  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  was  a  direct  descendant 
of  the  Southwick  family  of  whom  Lawrence 
and  Cassandra  Southwick  were  early  members. 
Her  father,  Jabez  Greene,  was  a  son  of  David 
Greene,  of  Rhode  Island,  where  the  Greenes 
have  been  among  the  leading  citizens  from 
early  times.  He  removed  from  Lyons, 
Wayne  County,  N.V.,  to  Wyoming  County  in 
{  the  year  1847  and  to  Castile  in  1849. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  Cordelia  commenced 
I  nursing  the  sick,  and  two  years  later  took  up 
j  the  general  studv  of  medicine  under  the  su- 
[  pervision  of  liei"  fatliei".     After  a  three  years' 
course  of  study,  two  )-ears  of  which  she  was  in 
the   Woman's   Medical  College  of  Philadel- 
!  phia,    she    was    graduated    at    the  W'estern 
Reserve  Cni\'ersity,  Cle\'elantl,  Ohio,  taking 
the  degree  of  M.D.  from  that  institution  in  the 
year  1856.     Dr.  Greene  is  a  member  of  the 
regular  .State  and  Count)'  Medical  .-\ssociation. 

The  Castile  .San it.iri um,  for  the  treatment 
of  women  and  ihildren,  was  establisheil  in 
1865.  I'rom  the  liist  the  general  plan  of 
medical  practice  adojjted  has  included  the 
broadest    scientific    princijiles.      While  the 
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treatment  has  been  lar^^ely  hygienic  and  hy- 
dropathic, the  remedial  measures  chosen  have 
embracetl  e\-ei"y  wel  1-authori/ed  surgical  and 
medical  aid  to  the  restoration  of  health. 
During  the  entire  history  of  the  institution 
no  atlvertisement  has  e\'er  been  issued.  The 
])atients  have  invariabl}-  been  sent  by  friends 
who  have  at  some  time  received  benefit  in  the 
Sanitarium.  The  building  gives  acconmioda- 
tion  to  about  thirty-three  invalids,  and  the 
adjoining  boarding-houses  receive  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirt)'  more.  Among  those  whu  have 
been  treated  heie  may  be  counted  persons 
from  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union  and  from 
many  foreign  countries.  The  Sanitarium  is 
always  full,  a  vacancy  rarely  occurring  which 
has  not  been  pre-engaged.  Every  effort  is 
made  to  combine  quiet  and  elevated  home  life 
with  the  most  skilful  medical  care. 


XW/IITTA^I  HUMPHREY,  Clerk  of 
Y^X/  Livingston  County,  residing  at 
Geneseo,  was  born  in  Springwater, 
N.Y.,  October  15,  1851.  His  father,  Cor- 
nell, and  his  grandfather,  Ozias,  were  natives 
of  Simsbury,  Conn.  The  Humphreys  trace 
their  origin  back  to  Michael  Humphrey,  who 
came  from  Lyme  Regis,  England,  about  the 
year  1643,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  a 
few  miles  east  of  the  town  now  called  Sims- 
bury.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Matthew 
Grant,  of  Windsor,  Conn.  In  1884  his  lineal 
descendants  numbered  seven  thousand  six 
hundred  and  twenty-six.  The  ancestors  of 
Michael  came  from  Normandy  with  William 
the  Conqueror,  and  settled  in  England  in  the 
eleventh  century. 

Ozias  Humphrey,  the  grandfather  of  Will- 
iam E.,  was  born  in  Simsbury  in  1787,  and 
married  Parnel  Douglas,  of  New  Hartford, 
Ct)nn.  Shortly  after  their  marriage  they  re- 
moved to  Otsego  County,  New  York,  whence 
in  18  I  7  they  went  to  l\L'idison  County.  Live 
years  later,  howexer,  they  returned  to  Sims- 
bury, Conn.,  where  Cornell  M.  was  born  in 
1829.  The  same  year  they  came  back  to  New 
York  State,  and  in  1836  migrated  from  Ca- 
yuga County  to  what  was  then  the  "West," 
and     settled     in     Springwater,  Livingston 


County,  where  in  1856  Ozias  Humphrey  died, 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  C.  M.  Humphrey. 
The)'  had  nine  cliildien,  as  f(dlow>:  Harvey 
D.,  now  living  at  Webster's,  Li\'iiigstun 
County;  y\manda  IL,  tleceased,  of  Birdsall, 
Allegany  Cf)nnty;  Corrcll  M.;  Charles,  of 
Almond,  N.W;  I.eijra  (  M rs.  John  Wilhelm); 
Lucy  (Mrs.  Willis  Clark);  i'isther  (Mrs.  jolm 
Crittle),  the  last  three  now  deceased;  h.u- 
phrasia  (Mrs.  John  II.  Bairdj,  of  Holly, 
Mich.;  and  Mary,  who  died  early. 

Corrcll  M.  Humphrey  has  always  followed 
farming,  and  since  1887  has  occupied  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides,  in  the  west  )jart  <jf  the 
town  of  Springwater.  He  married  in  1850 
I'jnily  J.  ]!rwin,  eldest  daughter  of  Jared 
Erwin,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  who  there 
followed  the  trade  of  a  wool  carder  and  cloth 
dresser.  When  Emily  was  seven  )ears  old, 
Mr.  Erwin  removeil  with  his  famil)'  from 
Piermont,  N.IL,  to  Rochester,  N.\'.,  and  the 
following  )ear  to  Tuscarora,  in  the  town  of 
Mount  Morris,  in  this  count)-,  whei'e  he  li\ed 
several  )-ears,  and  about  the  year  1843  bought 
the  farm  in  Springwater,  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  'I'hey  reared  a  family 
of  five  children,  as  follows:  William  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  lulwin  IJ.,  now  (jf  El- 
reno,  Oklahoma  Territory;  Amelia  K.,  who 
married  Charles  Swick,  antl  resides  in  Abi- 
lene, Kan.;  Herbert  L.,  of  Kansas  City; 
and  H.  Wilson.  The  parents  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  are  mend^ers  of  the  Methodist 
church,  in  which  the  father  has  been  promi- 
nent   many  \'ears. 

William  1{.  Hum[)hre)''s  boyhood  was  spent 
in  Si)ringwater,  where  he  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools,  later  attending  the  (lenesee 
Wesle)'an  Seminary  at  Lima.  He  remained 
with  his  father  on  the  farm  until  of  age.  after 
which  he  worked  for  a  time  at  carpentry  and 
hmdiering,  and  for  about  two  years  was  asso- 
ciated with  George  h".  Scott  in  carrying  on  a 
handle  factory  at  the  (dd  tannery  south  of 
Springwater  village.  In  the  spring  of  1877 
he  with  his  brother  Edwin  D.  went  to  Xajjles, 
Ontario  County,  N.\'.,  and  leased  the  Ontario 
Mills,  which  business  they  carried  on  until 
April,  1878.  The  year  following  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  V .  W.  Heers  &  Co.,  and  in 
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September,  1879,  bought  the  interest  of 
George  A.  Miller  in  the  hardware  business  of 
Allen,  W'hitlciek  &  Miller  at  Sprinf^vvater. 
He  was  associatetl  with  Allen  &  Whitlock  for 
a  time  and  later  with  Allen  B.  ]5ecker,  who 
bought  their  interest;  antl  sinee  1884  he  has 
been  in  conipan\'  with  Mr.  Charles  H.  Mar- 
vin, under  the  linn  name  of  Mumphrey  & 
Marvin,  the  continued  growth  and  prosperity 
of  the  buiines^  at  Springwater  evincing  the 
close  ai)p]ication  and  business  qualifications 
of  the  firm. 

On  I)ecember  31,  1 879,  Mr.  Humphrey 
married  Miss  Carrie  Robinson,  daughter  of 
lulmund  and  Mary  Monk  Robinson,  of  Spring- 
water.  Mrs.  Humphre)'s  ancestors  were 
early  settlers  in  Sjiri ngwater,  coming  from 
Ca}uga  County,  New  \'ork,  in  1825.  Her 
father  died  in  November,  1892,  at  the  age  of 
si.\t3'-lhree,  having  raised  a  family  of  five 
children,  namely:  Frank,  who  died  at  an 
early  age;  Carrie;  Stella,  the  wife  of  Ezra 
Cileason,  of  I'rlxina,  Steuben  County;  James 
M.,  of  Springwater,  Assistant  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture  of  New  \'()rk  .State;  and  Min- 
nie, wlio  mairied  (diaries  Wiley,  of  .Spring- 
water,  and  who  now  ix'sitles  in  the  State  of 
Washington.  Mrs.  Humi)hrey  was  graduated 
from  the  musical  deixartmcnt  of  Genesee  Wes- 
leyan  .Seminar)-,  and  taught  music  for  several 
}'ears  previous  to  her  marriage.  The  married 
life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Humphrey  has  been  an 
exceptionally  happy  one;  and  they  have  four 
chihlren  —  Nellie,  lulward  Robinson,  Will- 
iam ]■'..,  and  .Sohm  C.  The  family  attend  the 
Methodist  church,  of  which  Mrs.  Humphrey 
is  an  active  member.  .She  is  also  an  earnest 
worker  in  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 
Union.  .Socially,  they  aie  highly  esteemed. 
In  the  years  1883,  1884,  antl  1885  Mr.  Hum- 
pdirey  was  .Su|jervisor  of  the  town  of  Spring- 
water,  and  in  1892  was  electetl  County  Clerk, 
and  changed  his  residence  from  that  town  to 
Geneseo  in  Januar\',  1893.  He  is  Republi- 
can in  politics,  and  has  been  active  in  for- 
warding the  interests  of  his  jxirty  in  his 
locality. 

He  has  proxed  a  most  efficient  officer  in 
public  service,  and  has  received  the  heart)' 
commendation  of  the  entire  community.  He 


is  a  member  of  Geneseo  Lodge,  No.  214, 
A.  V.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  deeply  interested  in 
Masonic  affairs. 


-Y^V:^\'R(JN  RARTIJ'TT,  attorney- 

tip:/  at-'law,  of  the  firm  of  M.  ]•;.  & 
Jj|l7(        1'^-  Bartlett,    in  Warsaw, 

— '  N.V.,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Orange\'ille,  Wyoming  Count)-,  on  May  7, 
1S31.  He  is  a  son  of  William  K.  and  Kl- 
mina  Bartlett,  and  comes  from  a  family 
whose  name  has  for  generations  been  an  hon- 
ored one,  and  whose  ancestors  won  i)rominent 
places  in  Colonial  (la)'s.  His  great-great- 
grandfather's brother,  Josiah  Hartlett,  was  an 
earl)'  Gox-crnor  of  New  Hampshire.  He  went 
to  that  part  of  the  province  from  the  \'icinity 
of  Boston,  ai-id  inirchasetl  large  tracts  of  land 
there.  The  l^artlett  [irogenitors  were  from 
Sussex,  I'lngland. 

Stephen  Raitlett,  the  grandfather  of  Myron, 
was  a  mei'chai-it  in  Boston,  who  owned  a  farm 
near  the  town  of  Hath  in  New  Ham])shire. 
IHs  wife  was  Abigail  Bailey,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. Their  children  were:  Stejjhen,  who 
dieil  while  a  student  at  Dartmouth  College; 
Cosam  ;  and  William  K.  Cosam  ]•:.  Bart- 
lett  Went  South,  established  a  publishing  house 
in  Tallahassee,  hda.,  and  was  a  proniinent 
lawyer  there,  enjoying  a  close  friendship  with 
Daniel  Webster  and  other  men  (>i  note.  He 
died  before  the  era  of  the  Civil  War,  leaving  a 
son,  who  bore  the  mantle  of  his  father's  abil- 
ity, 'i'his  son,  whose  name  was  Washington 
l^artlett,  became  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Califoinia,  where  he  died  in  1892.  The  third 
son  ot  .Stephen,  William  K.,  was  (ov  n-iany 
years  a  teacher,  and  was  also  a  fai'mer  in  the 
towns  (jf  Warsaw,  Orangeville,  ami  .Ittica. 
He  married  Miss  hdmina  McLaughlin,  of 
Chelsea,  \'t.,  a  daughter  of  Harrie  1^.  anil 
Rebecca  (Stone)  McLaughlin.  Mr.  Mc- 
Laugidin  w;is  a  prominent  man  in  Orange 
Count)',  VT'rmont,  lilling  nian\'  of  the  highest 
local  offii'es  ;uid  wielding  a  potent  intluence 
foi'  good  in  the  t'onnnun  it)'.  He  was  elected 
a  member  ot  the  Constitutional  Convention 
twice,  and  was  closely  identitied  with  the 
county's  interests. 
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Innnediately  after  tlicir  marriage,  whieli 
took  place  in  Clielsea,  Vt.,  in  1824,  Mr.  and  ' 
Mrs.  William  K.  l?artlett  came  to  the  \illage 
of  Attica,  making  the  journey  from  Albany  to 
Wyoming  b)'  stage.  'I'hey  shortly  afterward 
settled  uiK)n  a  ti'act  of  forest  huul  in  Orange- 
ville.  Their  wedded  life  was  not  altogether 
unclouded,  for  three  of  their  younger  children 
died.  .Six  sons  and  two  daughters,  however, 
grew  up  beneath  the  rool-tree,  six  (jf  whom 
are  still  living,  namely:  Columbia  C,  the 
widow  of  Hiram  Melvin,  in  Attica;  luiimet 
L.,  a  resident  of  New  Mexico;  Myron  of 
whom  this  is  a  sketcli ;  Yorke,  a  rancher  in 
Uruguay,  South  America;  Cosain  T.,  who 
lives  in  Warsaw;  and  Stephen  15.,  a  lawyer  in 
Casselton,  N.  Dak.  The  mother  of  this  fam- 
ily died  at  fifty-four  years  of  age  in  1857. 
The  father,  wlio  left  a  fine  property,  including 
his  farms  in  Wyoming  County  and  lands  in 
the  West,  lived  to  be  seventy-one  years  old. 
He  died  in  1869. 

Myron  K.  Bartlett  was  brought  up  with  a 
practical  knowledge  of  farming  acquired  on 
the  farm  of  liis  father,  which  was  about  two 
miles  and  a  half  out  of  Warsaw.  After  leav- 
ing the  district  school  he  attended  the  acad- 
emy in  Alexander,  (ienesee  County,  and  was 
afterward  a  student  at  a  school  in  .Summit 
County,  Ohio.  On  November  23,  1853,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Cordelia  McFarland,  of 
Twinsburg,  Summit  County,  Ohio.  Mrs. 
l^artlett  was  a  daughter  of  Harvey  McFarland, 
a  native  of  Washingtun  County,  but  lirought 
up  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio.  His  father, 
Archibald  McFarland,  was  of  Scotcli-Irish 
descent.  Mr.  Bartlett  was  admitted  to  the 
l)ar  in  Buffalo  in  1861.  He  began  to  juactise 
alone,  but  afterward  entered  into  partnership 
with  Mr.  J.  Sam  Johnson,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Bartlett  &  Johnson,  which  continued  for 
two  years.  His  next  ])artner  was  15.  N.  Pierce, 
and  they  had  an  office  in  Warsaw  and  in  St. 
Louis.  The  third  change  of  the  firm  was 
when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  I..  W. 
Smith,  which  continued  until  the  death  of 
Mr.  Smith  in  1869.  In  1877  he  formed  a  co- 
l^artnership  with  his  brother,  C.  T.  Bartlett, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Bartlett  &  BartKtt. 

The  present  firm  of  M.  E.  &  F.  M.  Bart- 


lett, which  has  existetl  since  the  )'ear  1881, 
consists  of  i\Iyron  F.  and  luigene  .M.  Ikirllett, 
father  and  son. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Myron  !•:.  Hartletl  have  four 
chikh'en.  Fugene  M.,  the  only  son,  was 
married  in  January,  1895,  to  Miss  Grace 
Sheldon,  of  Ilornellsville,  N.\'.  klstelle,  the 
eldest  daugliter,  the  wife  of  .S.  Anttjn  How- 
ard, of  Rutland,  \'t.,  who  is  eiigagetl  in  the 
marble  trade,  is  a  gradu.ite  of  \'assai',  and  her 
husband  was  graduated  at  Andieist;  the)'  ha\'e 
two  sons.  Fdith  1",.,  the  second  (kiughtei',  is 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Walter  Manning  Bartlett,  of 
St.  Louis,  who  is  distantly  related,  being  a 
nephew  of  (lovernor  Bartlett,  of  California; 
she  was  also  a  student  at  X'assar.  Lillian 
Blanche,  the  youngest  daughter,  has  recently 
returned  from  Vassar  College  to  her  home. 

Mr.  Bartlett's  charming  jjlaee  with  its 
maple-shaded  lawn.  No.  20  Fast  Court  Street, 
is  one  of  the  most  attractive  residences  in 
Warsaw.  'l"he  walk  in  Iront  of  the  lawn  is 
laid  within  a  double  row  ot  large  maples.  At 
some  distance  Irom  the  walk  and  near  the 
house  is  a  grove  of  beautiful  ti'ees,  under 
whose  spreading  branches  on  summer  (la\'s 
may  l)e  seen  hammocks  and  chairs,  where  .Mr. 
Bartlett  and  his  family  are  i)leasantly  gath- 
ered to  enjoy  the  cool  shade.  The  owner  of 
tl)is  pleasant  luirne  is  deepl)'  interested  in  his 
profession,  to  which  he  devotes  most  of  his 
time. 


--fpNl'lThlR     VAN     DORN,    a  favorably 
I  known  farmer  of  Mount  Moi'ris,  Liv- 

1 1.9       ingston    County,  was  boi'n 

i\o\'ember  7,  182c),  in  Minwealth 
County,  New  Jersev.  His  lather,  Jaeob  \'an 
Dorn,  was  a  native  of  the  same  countw  and 
was  a  descendant  of  an  old  famih  ol  that 
name,  who  lame  from  Ihdland.  He  leained 
the  trade  of  a  miller,  and  fidlowed  this  oc\  u- 
pation,  together  with  farming,  in  New  Jersc)', 
where  he  resided  until  1824.  He  then  mi- 
grated with  hi^  wife  and  two  childien  to  New 
\'ork  State,  the  journe\'  being  made  in  a  cov- 
ered wagon,  drawn  by  a  |)air  of  horses.  They 
first  settleil  in  Lndlow\  ille,  Cayuga  County, 
and  four  years  later  removed   to  Livingston 
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County,  settling;  at  l^rooks's  (jtovc,  where  Mr. 
Van  Dorn  purcliased  a  tract  of  land,  and 
erected  a  lo^  house,  exchan^MUg'  his  lumber 
fur  tlour  in  Allegany  County,  b'ov  many 
years  after  the  family  moved  to  New  York, 
there  were  no  railroads  or  canals;  and  the 
peojjle  subsisted  chietly  on  the  products  of 
tiieir  land  and  tl»e  deer,  ])heasants,  and  other 
;;ame,  which  was  then  abundant.  I'he  mother 
of  this  family  carded,  spun,  and  wove  the 
homespun  in  which  she  tlressed  her  children. 
Mr.  \'an  Dorn  tlirected  his  energy  to  clearin<j; 
his  land  and  tillin:;-  the  soil,  and  resided  on 
his  farm  until  his  death  in  his  seventieth 
year.  His  second  wife,  the  mother  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  Hannah  I'errine,  a 
native  of  New  \'ork  City,  and  daughter  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  I'errine.  .She  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-fi\'e  years,  leaving  eleven 
of  her  twehe  cliildren. 

I'eter  Van  Dorn  was  but  four  years  old 
when  his  parents  moved  to  New  York,  and 
remembers  well  the  trials  and  hardships  of 
pioneer  life.  He  lived  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
when  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  about  a  mile 
from  his  present  home,  residing  there  three 
years.  He  then  moved  to  the  River  Road, 
where  he  lived  eleven  )ears,  after  which  he 
resided  for  seven  )'ears  on  the  Bathelomew 
homestead,  and  then  purchased  his  present 
place. 

January  13,  1845,  he  married  Miss  Mary  K. 
l^athelomew,  who  was  born  in  Hunterdon 
County,  New  Jersey,  June  14,  1825.  Her 
grandfather,  benjamin  Bathelomew,  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  county,  and  resided  there 
throughout  his  life.  His  wife  was  Anna 
Dittze,  of  Cermany.  Tludr  son,  Daniel,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Van  Dorn,  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  and  resided  in  New  Jersey  until  1836. 
when  with  his  wife  and  three  children  he 
removed  to  Livingston  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land.  Here  he  lived  until 
his  death,  April  15,  1856,  at  the  age  of 
si\l)'-rive  )ears.  11  is  wifi-,  hdizabeth  .Swal- 
!(jw,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  April  2,  181  i, 
and  lived  to  be  sixty-five  years  of  age. 

Ml",  and  Mrs.  \'an  Dorn  have  two  children 
now  living.     The  elder  son,  lulgar  L.,  who 


was  born  August  18,  1849,  married  Lydia 
IJerry,  and  has  five  children  — Delano,  Gertie, 
Howard,  .Stamford,  and  a  baby.  The  younger, 
Henry  D.,  who  was  Ixnii  October  16,  1867, 
assists  his  father  on  the  farm.  Two  other 
children,  Sarah  and  John,  jjassed  away  in 
childhood.  'I'he  f.imily  attend  the  Methodist 
church,  where  they  are  nuich  esteemed. 
Their  home  is  one  u(  the  pleasantest  in  the 
vicinity,  and  is  delightfully  situated  on  the 
edge  of  the  (ienesee  valley.  Mr.  Van  Dorn 
is  regarded  as  a  man  of  upright  [jrinciples, 
and  is  everywhere  highly  res|)ecte(l. 


^1  RUMAN  Li:WlS  STONK,  keeper  of 
*\  the  County  House  at  Varysburg,  N.Y., 
was  born  in  Orangeville,  Wyoming- 
County,  N.\'.,  July  I,  1853.  Harvey  Stone, 
his  father,  was  boiii  in  Orangeville,  February 
14,  18 1 8,  and  married  b'ebruary  20,  1840, 
Eliza  Lewis,  a  daughter  of  tile  lion.  Truman 
and  Lucy  (  I'orter)  Lewis.  Oliver  Lewis, 
grandfather  of  Eliza,  was  a  descendant  of  Will- 
iam Lewis,  wlio  came  from  iMigland  in  the 
ship  "Lion,"  landing  in  lioston,  .September 
16,  1632. 

By  this  marriage  three  children  were  born, 
namely:  Almira  A.,  born  August  20,  1841, 
who  became  the  wife  of  George  L.  Parker,  a 
merchant  in  Ikilfalo,  N.Y.,  and  now  resides 
at  No.  2319  Main  Street  in  that  city,  they 
having  no  children;  Morris  L.,  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Wamego,  Kan.,  of  which  city  he  is 
ALiyoi-,  born  August  8,  1843,  who  married 
I^Y'briiary  21,  1867,  l'"rances  ]•',.  Stanley,  a 
daughter  of  lulwin  .Stanley,  of  Middlebury, 
they  having  but  one  child,  Mar\'  bdiza;  and 
Truman  Lewis,  of  whom  this  biography  is 
written.  Mr.  ilarvey  .Stone  died  January  7, 
1887,  leaving  a  good  proi)erty  to  be  divided 
among  his  childien.  He  was  always  a  resi- 
dent of  the  town  of  Oiangevillc,  and  was  a 
farmer  and  daiiyman.  He  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  I'eace  for  twelve  years,  was 
.Supervisor  in  1855,  and  was  elected  .Session 
Justice  of  the  county  for  two  term.s.  In  polit- 
ical faith  he  was  a  Whig  and  a  Re]jublican. 
He  was  a  regular  attendant  cUid  a  lil)eiMl 
supjjorter  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  .Mr^. 
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Eliza  Lewis  Stone  was  born  T'ebruary  20, 
1820,  and  (lied  October  15,  1894. 

Reuben  Stone,  the  father  of  Marvey  and 
grandfather  of  Truman  L.,  was  born  at  llan- 
C(jck,  l^erkshire  County,  Mass.,  Januaiy  26, 
1790,  and  tlied  at  Orangeville,  April  11, 
1869.  He  was  married  twice  —  first,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1815,  to  Almira  Merrill,  daughter  of 
Noah  Merrill,  who  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier 
and  an  early  settler  in  Orangeville.  Almira 
was  born  in  Colebro(jk,  Conn.,  June  13,  1792, 
and  died  in  ( )range\  illc,  December  22,  1831. 
15y  this  marriage  Reuben  Stone  had  seven 
children,  namel)':  Lois,  born  July  18,  18 16; 
Ilarvey,  born  February  14,  1S18;  Sarah,  born 
October  28,  1820;  Lucinda,  Ijorn  in  1822, 
and  died  young;  Reul)en,  boriv  in  1824,  died 
young;  Lucinda,  born  Se])tember  28,  1826; 
and  Caroline,  born  December  22,  1828.  He 
married  second,  April,  1832,  Mrs.  Julia  Dun- 
ham, a  widow,  by  whom  he  had  two  children 
—  Edwin,  born  April  17,  1833;  and  Lucy  C, 
born  January  22,  1838.  Reuben  Stone  left 
Hancock,  Mass.,  in  1 790  or  1791  with  his 
father's  family,  who  settled  in  Greenville, 
N.Y.  In  1809  or  18 10  he  with  his  brother 
Joel  removed  to  Lix'onia;  and  in  September, 
18 13,  he  came  to  Orange\'ille,  antl  settled  on 
the  farm  f)f  nearly  four  hundred  acres,  on 
which  he  continued  to  live  until  his  death. 
He  was  a  leader  and  worker  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  town,  placing  public  roads  and 
schools,  and  in  the  organization  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  became  a 
member.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  dairy- 
men on  the  Holland  Turchase,  selling  home- 
manufactured  cheese  in  Canada  and  Eastern 
markets  as  early  as  1823. 

Russell  Stone,  Reuben's  father  and  the 
ifreat-grandfather  of  Truman  L.,  was  liorn  at 
the  old  homestead,  in  the  house  now  standing 
at  the  corner  of  Broatl  and  River  Streets, 
Guilford.  Conn.,  January  26,  1759.  He  was  a 
descentlant  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Stone,  of  Eng- 
land, and  [ohn  Stone,  who  came  with  his 
brothel-  William  froiu  .Surrey  County,  Eng- 
land, in  the  Rev.  Henry  Whitfield's  Guilford 
colony,  landing  in  New  Haven  in  July,  1639, 
their  ships  (for  there  were  two)  being  the  first 
vessels  to  enter  that  harbor.     Russell  married 


in  17S1  Lois  Stone,  who  was  a  descendant  of 
William  Stone,  the  brother  of  John  the  emi- 
grant. Russell  was  a  private  in  the  second 
battalion  of  General  Gato's  arm\',  Thaddeus 
Cook  Colonel,  lulwin  Ru^^ell  Major.  He 
was  wountled  in  the  hand  at  the  battle  of 
Stillwater,  .September  19,  1777;  ''^'^^  '''^ 
wound  was  not  so  serious  as  to  cause  him  to 
leave  the  service,  as  he  was  j^reseiit  .it  the 
surreiuler  of  Burgo)'ne,  October  17,  1777. 
He  tlieil  at  Greeiuille,  N.^^  December  ll, 
1803.  His  ejdtaph  is,  "The  law  of  kindness 
was  written  u|)on  his  heart." 

Truman  L.  was  educated  in  conuiion  antl 
select  schools  antl  the  Warsaw  Acadeni}'.  He 
married  Deceml)er  2,  1874,  Miss  Helen  A. 
Lewis,  born  July  18,  1852,  at  Hinstlale,  \.Y. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Oliver  antl  Louisa 
(Preston)  Lewis,  her  father  being  a  descend- 
ant of  William  Lewis,  the  emigrant.  Mrs. 
Stone's  parents  are  still  li\ing  on  a  farm  at 
Great  Valley,  Cattaraugus  Count}',  X.Y. 
She  has  (jue  brother,  Cliarles  Lewis,  who 
resides  in  Buffalo,  N.V.,  a  railroad  man, 
antl  one  sister,  Airs.  David  Frost,  who  re- 
sides near  her  parents  at  Great  X'alley. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  ha\e  one  daughter,  Theo 
E.  Lewis  Stone,  wlu)  is  a  member  of  the  class 
of  1896  at  Houghton  Seminary,  Clinton, 
Oneitla  County,  N.Y.,  whei'e  she  is  a  diligent 
student. 

Mr.  Stone  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  tif 
the  Peace  for  fourteen  years,  anil  has  been 
keeper  of  the  Wyoming  County  Poor  House 
since  1885.  This  institution  is  locatetl  one- 
half  mile  from  the  \'illage  of  \'ar3sburg, 
N.V.,  on  a  farm  containing  two  huntlreii  and 
fifty-one  acres  of  land,  a  great  ])art  t)f  which 
is  best  adapted  to  grazing.  About  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  it,  howevei',  are  very  |)roductive; 
antl  here  are  I'aist.-tl  all  the  necessar)'  vegeta- 
bles, potatoes,  truil,  wlieat,  butter,  beef,  and 
pork  consumed  on  the  id.ice.  There  are  si.xt)- 
inmates  in  the  institution,  that  are  comfort- 
ably and  kindly  caretl  for;  aiul  through  the 
liberal  a])propriat ions  made  by  \'arious  boai"tls 
of  supervisors  t)f  the  county,  the  l^oartl  of 
Superintentlents  of  the  Poor  and  the  Keeper 
have  caused  the  builtlings  to  be  jTaced  in  such 
condition  that  there  is  an  atniosphere  of  home 
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life  given  to  the  place,  which  is  very  elevat- 
ing to  the  unfortunate  men  and  women  domi- 
cileil  within  its  walls.  The  main  building  is 
two  stories  high,  measures  forty  by  forty-four 
feet,  with  kitchen,  dining-room,  and  laundry 
extentling  back  for  a  distance  of  two  hundred 
feet,  while  the  men's  buikling,  connected  by 
a  covered  corridor  on  the  east,  measures  thirty 
by  sixty  feet,  and  the  women's  building,  con- 
nected by  a  covered  corridor  on  the  west, 
measures  thirt)'  by  sixty.  In  the  rear  is  that 
part  of  the  establishment  which  is  devoted  to 
the  feeble-minded. 


(^T^JiVlUR  FONTAINE  is  a  leading 
/^fj  miller  as  well  as  farmer  in  the  town 
•^/^^  of  Ossian,  Livingstoii  County,  N.Y., 
his  establishment  being  situated 
some  four  miles  in  a  westerly  direction  from 
Dansville.  He  was  not  born  in  this  county, 
however,  nor  even  in  this  country,  being  a 
naturalized  citizen,  whose  place  of  nativity 
was  la  Belle  France,  where  he  was  born  on 
March  29,  1845,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Louis  Philippe,  and  two  years  before 
that  monarch's  wise  abdication.  His  father, 
I'eter  J.  I''(intaine,  was  an  agriculturist  at 
home.  Coming  to  America  in  1856,  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Wyoming  County,  New 
York,  where  he  lived  and  worked  till  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  Peter  J. 
Fontaine's  wife  was  Florimonde  Rousseax ; 
and  she  died  in  \Vy(jming  County,  aged  sixty- 
four.  Out  of  the  seven  children  vouchsafed 
them  1))'  kind  Providence  they  reared  four  to 
adult  age,  though  only  two  are  now  living. 
One  is  Lucy  Fontaine,  who  became  the  wife 
of  ICmile  Lefort,  in  their  native  land,  but  is 
now  living  in  Wyoming  County;  and  the 
other  is  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch. 

Zephir  Fontaine  was  eleven  years  old  in 
1856,  when  the  Fontaines  came  to  their 
ado]jted  land.  He  grew  uj)  a  farmer,  and  re- 
mained under  the  paternal  roof  till  the  old 
man's  death,  ami  then  came  to  his  present 
home,  where  he  owns  sixty-five  productive 
acres,  and  lias  a  saw-mill,  shingle-mill,  and 
grist-mill,  and  is  able  to  do  a  large  amount  of 
lucrative  business.     In  1866,  on  the  attain- 


ment of  his  majority,  Zephir  took  unto  him- 
self a  helpmeet  in  the  person  of  Barbara 
Kasel,  a  daughter  of  Dominique  Kasel,  a 
farmer  in  Wyoming  County,  where  she  was 
born.  I'hree  children  she  bore  her  husband. 
The  ehlest,  John  Kasel  h'ontaine,  assists  his 
father  in  the  mill.  He  marrietl  Nellie  IIam]j- 
ton,  of  Ossian;  and  the)'  ha\-e  two  children. 
Appolonia  Fontaine  chose  the  life  of  a  religi- 
ense^  belongs  to  the  sisterhood  of  St.  Brid- 
get's Convent  of  Mercy  at  Buffalo,  but  is  now 
using  her  line  education  as  a  teacher  in  the 
Catholic  school  in  Jamestown.  Mary  Fon- 
taine is  with  her  father.  Their  mother  passed 
away  from  this  world  in  1886.  As  may  be 
inferred  from  this  biography,  the  Fontaines 
are  Catholics;  and  Mrs.  Barbara  Fontaine, 
being  of  Teutonic  blood,  was  a  member  of  the 
German  branch  of  that  church.  After  her 
death  Mr.  P'ontaine  again  sought  a  wife  of 
German  nationality,  marrying  for  his  second 
spouse  Mary  Derrenbacher,  a  daughter  of 
Conrad  Derrenbacher,  for  many  years  an 
Ossian  farmer.  By  this  union  one  child  has 
been  reared,  Eugenie  Fontaine. 

In  politics  an  active  Democrat,  Mr.  Fontaine 
has  been  three  years  Assessor  and  two  years 
Supervisor.  In  religion  he  is  loyal  to  the 
traditions  of  his  Catholic  forefathers;  and  his 
wife,  like  her  predecessor,  belongs  to  the  Ger- 
man Catholic  communion.  No  country  has 
affortled  such  advantages  to  its  adoj^ted  citi- 
zens as  the  United  States,  as  Mr.  P'ontaine's 
career  illustrates.  When  he  landed  on  our 
shores,  he  was  wholly  ignorant  of  the  English 
language;  but  he  was  at  a  receptive  age,  and 
soon  mastered  its  difficulties.  His  fine  resi- 
dence attest:  alike  his  industry  and  success. 
He  has  won  the  favor  and  respect  of  those 
with  whom  business  brings  him  into  contact, 
and  their  esteem  has  been  in'actically  shown 
by  choosing  him  to  serve  his  fellow-townsmen 
in  places  of  trust.  In  every  effort  he  has 
been  ably  assisted  by  his  wife,  who  is  a  model 
of  genuine  womanhood.  In  their  domicile 
even  a  stranger  is  suie  to  find  a  warm  wel- 
come; and,  if  there  is  one  thing  which  more 
than  another  sj^eaks  the  liberal  miml  and 
kindly  hand,  it  is  hospitality.  In  one  of  the 
ancient  sages  we  read  of  "Hospitality  sitting 
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with  (jladncss";  ami  Aliltun  thus  (.IcscriLcs 
the  true  wife :  — 

■•With  (lL-s|ialLlil  III  looks,  in  haste 
She  turns,  on  liosj/it^ihle  thtnights  intent.'" 

For  a  pictiu'e  to  illustrate  such  poetic  pas- 
sages, one  uiight  i)aiiit  IMrs.  l''ontaine  as  she 
efficiently  nio\c^  alxnit  lier  householtl,  c^r  sits 
chatting  with  a  friendly  visitor. 

A  speaking  portrait  of  this  loyal  American 
citizen  of  French  birth  adorns  another  page 
of  tlie   ■■  Re\  iew." 


"]CjLBERT  D.  FARKFR,  a  farmer  resi- 
le dent  of  Arcade,  Wyoming  Cotmty, 
«  1  X . \' ■ ,  was  born  in  this  town,  Jan- 
uary 2,  1849.  lie  is  the  son  of  Richard 
Parker,  a  native  of  the  same  locality,  and 
grandson  of  Silas  Parker,  who  came  here  from 
Vermont  in  1809.  Silas  Parker  brought  his 
family  and  possessions  with  an  ox  team,  fol- 
lowing the  occasional  blazed  tree  as  his  guide 
to  the  place  of  de.-^tination.  Me  settled  on  a 
lar^e  tract  of  wild  land  covered  with  forest  in 
what  is  now  the  corporation  of  Arcade.  He 
and  his  wife  had  a  family  of  ten  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and 
outlived  their  mother,  who  died  at  seventy- 
seven  years  of  age.  Silas  Parker  was  proprie- 
tor of  the  first  stt^re  in  this  section  of  the  State. 
He  was  a  man  prominent  in  the  community 
which  he  had  seen  gradually  developed  about 
him,  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  many  years, 
was  also  the  first  Supervisor  of  the  town  of 
Arcade,  elected  in  the  year  1 818,  and  was 
Master  of  the  Masons"  Lodge.  After  his  ca- 
reer of  usefulness  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years. 

Richard  Parker,  (jne  of  the  sons,  and  father 
of  Elbert  D.,  attended  the  district  school  in 
his  boyhood,  and  began  his  independent 
course  in  life  by  the  purchase  of  a  farm  about 
two  miles  from  the  homestead,  where  he  re- 
sided a  few  years,  getting  his  land  somewhat 
cleared  and  in  a  partially  jjroductive  condi- 
tion. Later  he  moved  to  the  north-western 
part  of  the  town,  on  a  farm  where  he  has  since 
remained.     He  married  Miss  Lucy  Ann  I""air- 


tield,  a  daughter  of  Slant(;n  i'airheld,  a  wrll- 
known  farmer  residing  in  Arcade.  She  was  a 
native  of  Vermont,  and  came  with  her  parents, 
who  were  early  settlers  in  the  town,  ami 
fini.shed  their  days  in  their  adojjted  lunne. 
Richard  and  Lucy  A.  Parker  were  the  |)areiits 
of  three  children  —  (iaiiis  15.,  residing  in 
Minnesota;  Rose;  and  IClbert  \).  .Mr>. 
Parker  lived  till  llie  age  of  forty-nine,  sjiend 
ing  her  later  days  with  her  children,  and  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  P'ree  Meth(;dist 
church. 

P^lbert  D.  Parker  spent  his  youthful  days 
on  his  father's  farm,  attending  the  district 
school  and  later  the  academy  in  Arcade.  At 
eighteen  he  went  to  Minnesota,  was  engaged 
at  farming  during  the  summer,  and  worked  in 
the  hmiber  woods  in  \\'isc(jnsin  during  the 
winter  for  the  ne.xt  three  years.  He  then 
came  back  to  Arcade,  where  he  has  since 
lived,  engaged  in  farming  and  dealing  in 
horses  and  cattle.  On  July  31,  1878,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Ida  V.  Purzette,  whose  father 
George  Purzette,  was  a  farmer  residing  in 
South  Wales,  ICrie  County,  in  wliich  jdace 
she  was  born.  Her  father  lived  to  the  age  of 
ninety-one.  She  was  the  youngest  of  eight 
children,  and  was  the  mother  of  four  children, 
Clifford  P.  being  the  only  one  living  at  her 
deatli,  which  occurred  November  26,  1 890,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-si.x  years. 

Mr.  lilbert  D.  Parker  has  always  been  a 
Repid)lican  in  his  political  views  until  within 
three  years.  In  the  fall  of  1892,  while  hold- 
ing the  position  of  Justice  of  .Sessions  in 
Wyoming  County  as  a  Republican,  he  was 
nominated  by  the  People's  party  and  the  Dem- 
ocratic i^arty  f(;r  the  Assembly  against  Mr. 
Milo  H.  Olin,  of  the  town  of  Perry,  who  was 
one  of  the  wealthiest  and  also  one  of  the  most 
respected  Reptdjlicans  of  Wyoming  County. 
Mr.  Parker's  canvass  created  the  most  bitter 
and  intense  e.xcitement  at  that  time  among 
many  of  his  old  political  friends.  He  was  de- 
feated, as  was  expected,  but  carried  his  own 
town,  and  ran  ahead  of  tiie  national  ticket  in 
his  county.  Two  years  after  he  was  again 
nominated  by  the  Democrats  for  the  same  - 
orifice  against  tiie  Hon.  R.  J.  Tilton,  als()  '>{ 
Arcade,  but  was  overthrown  by  the  tidal  wave 
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of  tliat  year.     Mr.  Parker  has  held  the  office  I 
ot  Justice  of  the  I'eace  for  ten  )eai's  aiul  other  ] 
niiiior  town   ollices   at   \'ari(iiis  ,  times.     As  a 
sul)stantial    farmer    in    Arcade,    Mr.  Parker 
stands  jjrominent.     He  i)ecame  a  meml^er  of 
llermon  Lod^e,  No.  41,  A.  l'\  &  A.  M.,  at  the 
aj;e  of  tu'enl3'-one  )ears.     lie  favors  bimetal- 
lism, and  acts  indej)entlently  in  all  political  j 
matters.  j 


f^OlIX  II.  PL'RTIS,  one  of  the  foremost 
citizens  of  M(.)unt  i\Iorris,  Livinj^^ston 
Ccninty,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Roch- 
ester, N.V.,  October  21,  1843.  Hi^' 
father,  Allen  Purtis,  was  born  in  Saratoga, 
N.V.,  but  when  a  young  boy  removed  with 
his  ])arents  to  Rochester,  which  was  then  only 
a  village,  and  learning  the  trade  of  blacksmith 
followed  it  till  his  ileath  in  1854.  He  mar- 
ried Margaret  O'Connell,  who  was  born  in 
Dutchess  County,  New  Y(;rk,  and  died  in 
18S9. 

John  II.  Purtis  received  his  early  education 
at  Rochester,  and  when  a  lad  of  thirteen 
went  to  Bloomington,  111.,  to  join  his  uncle, 
and  while  there  attended  for  a  time  the  normal 
school  at  Normal,  111.  He  sooii  afterward 
began  to  learn  the  luiiiter's  trade  in  the  office 
of  the  .\'ii/io/iii/  J'/dx,  l-'i^'t  afliM"  remaining  there 
three  )'ears  enteretl  the  employ  of  II.  Warner, 
a  horse  dealer,  with  wdiom  he  went  South, 
where  he  was  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war. 
At  the  first  call  for  troops  he  enlisted  in 
Company  C,  Pwentieth  lUiPiOis  Volunteer 
Infantr)',  f(;r  three  months,  but  was  finally 
mustered  in  lor  three  yeai"s,  remaining  with 
the  regiment  till  I-'ebruai)'  15,  1862,  when  he 
was  W(nnuled  at  P'ort  Donelson.  He  still  car- 
ries the  ball  in  his  head.  Peing  for  a  long 
time  incapacitated  li'um  dul)',  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  May  10  of  the  same  year, 
when  he  went  to  Lockport,  N.Y.,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  moukler,  and  followed  it 
till  1889.  In  that  )ear  he  engaged  in  the 
livery  business,  which  he  carries  on  at  the 
present  time. 

In  1872  he  married  Julia  H.  Bush,  of 
Union  Springs,  Cayuga  County,  N.Y.  ;  and 
they   have   two  children  —  William   H.  anil 


George  li.  Mr.  Burtis  is  ver)'  populai'  among 
his  man}'  friends  in  the  different  lodges  to 
which  he  belongs.  He  is  Past  Commander  of 
J.  K.  Lee  Post,  No.  2S1,  (irand  Aiiny  of  the 
Republic,  is  Past  Master  of  Mount  Abu'ris 
Lodge,  No.  122,  A.  V.  &  A.  M.,  and  Mount 
Morris  Chajiter,  No.  137,  is  Past  firand  of 
Bellewood  Lodge,  No.  315,  Inde[)endent  Order 
of  Odd  P'ellows,  is  e.\-.Secretary  of  the  Select 
Knights,  and  a  member  of  IMaccabee  Tent, 
No.  143.  He  was  the  first  President  of 
Mount  Morris  Lodge,  E.  A.  U.,  No.  151. 
In  all  these  offices  he  performs  his  duty  to  the 
best  of  his  abilit)',  thus  gaining  much  credit 
and  honor.        .  , 


I'.NRY  C.  LATHROP,  a  druggist  at 
Pike,  Wyoming  County,  N.Y.,  was 
bcjrn  in  this  town,  December  4, 
^  1836.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Simon  Lathrop,  was  of  P^nglish  descent  ami 
originally  from  Massachusetts,  born  Jul}'  23, 
1772.  Seijtember  15,  179!'),  he  married  Molly 
Buckman,  and  removed  to  Bethel,  \'t.,  where 
he  raised  a  family  of  five  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. In  1832  he  removed  with  them  to  Pike, 
N.Y.,  where  he  purchased  an  improved  farm 
of  one  hundred  acres,  paying  cash  down,  he 
being  a  man  of  consitlcrable  wealth  for  a 
tarmer  at  that  time. 

Oel  Lathrop,  son  of  Sim(m,  the  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  being  then  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  bought  one-half  the  farm, 
and  c(jnlracted  to  conduct  the  entire  place 
during  the  life  of  his  parents.  After  their 
demise  he  bought  the  other  halt,  and  con- 
tinued to  (jccu[)y  it  till  his  death,  Jul}'  16, 
1872,  at  the  age  of  sixty-li\'e  years.  I'eliruary 
4,  1836,  he  was  mari  ied  to  PLIiza  SI usser  (  orig- 
inal spelling  Schlossar),  a  daughter  of  Nicho- 
las Slusser,  of  Dutch  tlcscent,  an  early  settler 
in  Pike,  and  originally  from  the  town  of 
liso|)Us,  on  the  Hudson  River.  .She  bore  him 
eleven  chiUlren,  eight  sons  and  three  ikiugh- 
ters.  I'ive  sons  and  one  daughter  are  now 
living,  namel}':  llenr}'  C,  ot  whom  this 
biographical  memoir  is  written;  Joshua;  C. 
Colundnis,  Simon  Alvarado;  Jerome  K.  ;  antl 
Rosina  A.     Mrs.  Eliza  Lathrop  spent  the  last 
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years  of  her  life  with  her  daughter,  Kosina 
A.,  at  the  vilhige  of  I'ike,  where  she  died, 
having  lived  eighty-one  years.  Both  i)arents 
were  members  of  the  L'ni versal ist  church. 

Henry  C.  Lathroj:),  whose  boyhood  and 
youth  were  passed  on  the  farm,  and  whose  dis- 
trict-school education  was  suiiplemented  by  a 
full  course  of  study  in  the  Genesee  \'alley 
Seminary  at  ]5elfast,  N.Y.,  was  for  several 
years  a  teacher  in  th..-  district  schools  of  Alle- 
gany Count}-.  ("loing  West  in  1862,  he  be- 
came princ  iijal  (^1  the  ])ublic  schools  at  Rich- 
moiul,  111.,  and  soon  after  of  the  Walworth 
County  Institute  in  Wisconsin,  where  his  wife 
was  an  instructoi',  she  having  previously 
taught  in  the  schools  of  New  York  State. 

Mr.  1  ,alhrop  afterward  engaged  in  the  pat- 
ent medicine  business  lor  two  years,  travelling 
over  a  large  part  of  Illinois,  W^isconsin,  Iowa, 
and  Michigan.  He  next  embarked  in  the  boot 
and  shoe  bLisiness  at  Rushford,  N.Y.,  where 
he  remained  for  three  years,  and  then  returned 
to  Pike,  and  purchased  the  drug  store  which 
he  now  conducts.  This  pharmacy  is  an  old 
and  reliable  house,  ha\  ing  been  established  in 
1844  by  James  W.  Lloyd,  and  subsequently 
conducted  by  A.  C.  'i'hompson,  who  sold  it  to 
I\Ir.  Lathrop.  Both  Henry  C.  and  his  brother, 
who  are  now  joint  owners  of  the  business, 
have  been  licensed  by  tlie  New  York  State 
til"'  Hoard  of  Pharmacy,  ami  have  proved  them- 
selves to  be  competent  and  reliable  phar- 
macists. 

On  July  5,  1864,  Henry  C.  Lathrop  was 
married  to  IMiss  ;\nn  Lai^ham,  born  April  13, 
1843,  a  daughter  of  Abraham  Lapham,  a  lum- 
ber dealer  of  iXllegany  County,  and  at  one 
time  Superintendent  of  Canals.  Mr.  Lapham 
was  of  excellent  (Juaker  stock,  antl  was 
raisetl  at  Macedon,  Wa)'ne  County,  where 
man)'  of  the  Laphams  now  live  and  exert  a 
large  intluence  in  the  general  affairs  of  the 
place. 

(3f  this  union  two  children  were  born  — 
Helen  B.,  October  2,  1867,  and  Henry  Willis, 
October  11,  1870.  Helen  B.  LathiDi),  a 
graduate  of  Pike  .Seminary  and  also  of  the 
Cicneseo  Normal  School,  is  at  this  time  a 
teacher  in  Pike  Seminary.  Henry  Willis 
Lathrop,   a    telegrapher  and    railway  agent, 


married  Miss  Carrie  Stanton,  of  Castile,  and 
has  one  child,  Hawthorne  Willis  Lathrcjp. 

Henry  C.  Lathrop  has  been  ]jrominentl)' 
identihed  with  everything  apiiertaining  to 
Pike's  ]irosperity,  particularly  its  common 
schools,  has  several  times  been  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  village,  and  was  Postmaster  during 
the  Garfield  and  Arthur  administration.  He 
has  ever  been  a  stanch  Republican  in  jjolitics, 
and  he  is  an  attenchmt  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  He  is  a  leading  l-'ree  M;ison,  being 
a  member  of  Triluminar  Lodge,  in  which  he 
served  as  Master  six  years,  and  is  its  present 
Secretary.  lie  ser\ed  three  years  as  High 
Priest  of  W)oming  Chapter,  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  and  is  also  a  member  of  Batavia 
Commandery.  His  de\otion  to  Masonry  has 
been  rewarded  by  several  apijointments  to 
places  of  trust,  he  having  held  the  office  of 
Grand  Steward  and  District  Deput)'  Grand 
Master,  and  being  now  Assistant  Grand 
Lecturer. 


jI'RRICK  SIIb:LDON,  an  extensive 
=/  land  owner  in  Livingston  Count\', 
now  living  in  Geneseo,  is  a  na- 
tive of  the  town  of  Perr)',  Wycj- 
ming  County,  N.Y.,  having  beeii  born  there. 
May  13,  1823.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Ezra  SheLlon,  was  a  native  of  ICngland,  being 
one  of  two  brothers  who  came  to  America  in 
Colonial  times.  He  settled  in  New  Marl- 
boro, l^crkshire  Count)',  Mass.,  where  he 
spent  the  rest  of  his  life  on  his  farni.  He 
was  the  father  of  thiileen  children,  all  of 
whoiii  riarried  and  settled  in  different  States. 
One  of  the  ideasantest  recollections  of  the 
family  is  that  of  the  leunion  of  these  thirteen 
childreii  at  the  old  homestead  many  sears  after 
they  had  left  the  paternal  home,  and  when  the 
youngest  was  fitty-two  years  of  age. 

Oren  Sheldon,  father  of  Merrick,  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  resided  at  the  old 
home  in  New  Marlboro  until  iSii,  when  he 
niigrated  to  New  \'ork  with  his  wife  aiul  one 
child,  the  journey  being  iiKule,  accoriling  to 
the  custom  of  the  day,  with  a  jniir  of  oxen  and 
a  wagon.  He  settled  in  the  towii  of  Perry, 
then  in  Genesee,  now  in   W\oniing  County; 


,-.>!i.l';:  )   '.o  .ii'.Uv.Jr^  ,n;i;'/  |  kkihoA  ,V3: 

'il-:;':::  '  t,    i^'r."'!    •'J  il         .J':,  )     .')    7ll!'>II  j  y.l'.vi-tj-.'i  dlo^, 

! /rvo    liJiv,     j  ■■ji'. '"i  ■■  .nH;;nilH!i 

.  Ir;;!,,.,!  J-i.;.j       n'.  :'y';?f,-iq     ;>-)Vii'!  j  (.(fljj     wOOl'V'i'j  Jr.Ui' 

i  .  'i'JMM  >.--(t>'"  \  I. •'.:.■:"><                ri.'i  I  .i,ib  'j-A't!''/  I)'.::  /rm.-  \  "v;: 

M.  :■:.>''             ■),:;.            i:'.-   '''fj   j.;  ,  :,;  v. '    1 1  j  ;  H    'i  i ''J '  i  jCi  1 1/   ^>W/  fli :  1  ^ :  ,■■  I J 

•if  'i'-'        :•'       r,S  .  •;  .:*i-.>{!  ,  ,•/•..■  ,  1  ctjV.?   "imI    ,  jr//    ,.'i.V.  J/;  '/" 

:•     .-';.!)■    !.';.  ■:      .-  •    ■  i'  '  -.-..'.J A  'o  .-ioui.'  *;  j^M  iJrfii   -/'j  i.i  •i'.-/jbj;.)J  j; 

/•    '-■      «    ;  •j'U-.-M   '.  r.,  'M!      .!•:•.•!,  jf'.-.  j<;    v.'i  il;    iV.uV/  •:..'!!..? )        'JsilJOj  '/fltii^ 

i        M         I'!' ! '                 ■■'  ■  "  ^'  -'i.i'y'   jj.  t  !(•■  •.•r!i!i;i(  'jfl]    !'•  h:-  \  )l['rv  [  ■.-.ifliVj 

'  ■  /             \  ,;/;,-    :  ■..  ,  ■  'i  n  ,v/ .  ;  / '"    -Li.,' 1- r  i;.^'-   (.,::;    ,.!!!  A),:^.'H 

;    ,    ..  '  •  •  •                     I  i  -.i  .,//<■  i'i  ■'■;■..•-/,'       •:(''. I- ;  //  fii  -^'(j  }i3.-;(:  I  7i;;:/'i'j 

••■    .           ,'         ."-f;...  /  //   }:.      •  ;  ■  i  •           -jiv}  .-lu.'  .-it  fj^it.i     .-u;-   .-j: // 

••  'I'-.r-.--,-   ••  ■  ..'!-        :,■>■■  :s:"f:  ■  .  >•  .-.J-"'  >;•.(•'•'  •;/ , 4       ■-iiti'jl     v/ii;  n'  '.r'-ijij 

''      .   ■■  .            ...  i  ■      ,v  :•.;>'•:..,.:'"  ■  ■■.li:)  I-';   •■i^;';;-fij  incv/c.Mjj;  fjCi'i.ljf;.  (  .'iM 

.-j-l  j  V  i;i  n')v-J."J             .;<'// \  T-l  - '  ,■  >  ri !  i  ')  i  (  ;.<f !  i  ;>  i  Ijjf  fl  ^(f'j 

'  .              ■■■>      •           ■  .  . :         ..•.■:i\',j-:f  «7  .-^Ai  ■:- -IW  l-'i  •j'j.'u.i  i;  7'//o 

'     :■  ^  1  ^- ■  '     'i.:.  ;  j  i''  ')rrf  -kr;-)  l/v;;  'li     .rij.;jir:  ..i/i  i^rii; 

;  ■               .                  '  :  ,  ...        . . ' ,  \i ,  ..i  ■•'■-[|5!    t;;        "  ic'-l  ^ojls  f-'ir 

'-".J  '  I  '    ■  ;        ;<'-'7  /■/nil        I'Viii/iifivi -.'f! 

  ---  ;  y  y',-^            '''''^   I if;.-;r- 1   !"i>  ui 

.'•i:.-   .<;.•:  ■■tj:;.  •W-lu  i;n' ■ v/.'t(i  'hI 

'      '    ■'!;■■.     ■■7'.'7  ■    :>•;:'•'  '•■  '     :       :       '  • ''' =  1^'  •-' i  i! i  !  C  i  f.  fin 

1         ■                                ■  :^  /'.;      1.  J''':--.  i'V'-'f.J   .7/   ;'-.-rti,i_  '(li  4101 

•  •                          ?  •/ ■  ■  '•  '  '■'  ■   ■  '.'i;  o'.'-  '■  .-/osfiiii-.-r;'!  vfl  b'.>3^if'jiiiVi 

I     '  .       •  '             •;  ■  '  :  ,"ivii?f  -I.i- 7;ij-  . J  v'iicji  1  fi :«><•!  I  .li/I- 

.  '    •.       ..!•.      !         .                   .  •  i.(  -(JCi  .  'Ui    «.•(•./:!•'/••,    .'cir.f   v  .>(•  •;■!);  iwiv; 

;:i   '          ...  ,  ,.jrv;     I^^.'       .'VI  -^il   lyrn-j'jii  •j'.'L.d 

T/i ,  ..  ?.  •.•    :    ,■•■.:>■    ■  i  .'-ti'.u.'';   '.iV.'ifl  I"'.,    //ui.(f.-|j;rf' I    'iO    '  'H.^i'd 

J    •>■:•(■,■■             :  !..,'■           •  v-'j    •      •'.•;•>  ;  ':,u\:;      j';.       '  yf     •■'ffi.:     'iii-.tlVJi.iit.O    V«t     %/!  J'JX 

.';;.!  1                            t,.^:u.  ■  ■  .  -;J^i.>;;!l! 

.   .•  ;.i>.        ■  .'■  •  •      .         .  7           ;  ;  ••.-••njj-.i  '  .'.")   V'lU  nl   '.li-r'i'!    ,g  viiil,  i.u 

■     .J  : .  !    ,  .:'   ■•;(•   .....  ,        :    3  i  '   h  >  ;A  hl.-\{  .Ciiul'it:  I  nil  A  «  ;  1  T.*!  •■'!  iVjITU.fft  ■' 

•  ■  •  .        .•i-'7-;   V.    ■            .  •'  :  f           "  fxiiicf,.;  J  A  {<•  !vifb-itJj<t"»     ,f.  1 

.:■           ;I               -Jti             :•'.•'!  I. '  ..;■->    i<.    I,  'i;     ,■.  J.MK/J  •"{ifL^/;'[j.A     ){,    H'jirvi.'    ')  ■<(\ 

.               ;  •..  1:  .;-:j;-.-L"           :       ■•  '  ji-  {  .-.  J'A     Mnitf'.J'  ];>  ?i"rvhi(uJ(fh-x:i.v:  '>ffi. 

■i   ■■      iM,..  .-i  :;;;!      .y/!:  r:"  /iv  ^  .-7/         ■    ,^i'>;:i;i    V'jl^ii'J*    7i'f;!f-yj/o  'i.' 

■I  ',.  :            -I  \^  'A'-           :  :■  '''.i.A  [  -jiijC'";   ycr,;!;//    ,no! 3f;  i-'-'r^i::! 

.J  ;    ^1:.;,  •■.  ijtyi  '  ":!  v-'(i3  j  1;  A:;"'j  Uin;  ^^vjf.v/on  j^rni;!'!';;:. [  •.•rf?  'io  .fi 

.  •:  .J        .•.(•.•/.• ;-/-!;;'         i- .  [  -ytil       'vr.cWr.  i.rnsn'.;;.i,  :>2ll  fu  'Xja^iilUti  o;,!!.! 

•.      ■-•  •••          f;;ri  .nofii '.!..'' :  '  '  •  ■rjrA<] 

■  .'  ;  o  :)-                 nAni'uf..-:  ■      nJ  i  fff  .'d  'yvjvf  a 


■.w  ■     .  ■         -r:;  i:-/o;  ..:!?   .Mir!:",  I  -73  ,  -y,! 

■.!>  iw  iii.q  J,  lijjv/  ,Vr.)..  I0  rf!i'7.-!ij  v.-i  .>   i       ■••.'•:•!'  vii:!  .Hi  ■ 

.'        ;  ;07 ;:i  v/of.        :>nt)0  ui  I'Mcf!  ;  ,1f;f.--;  ;    •'  ■■If/a    brie  T.- 


BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


555 


and  there  he  boiiL^lit  a  tract  ot  timber  land  of 
the  IIolLaiid  Land  Conipan)-.  He  built  a  log 
house,  and  having  no  sawed  lumber  sj)lit  the 
logs  for  boards,  taking  the  baik  from  the  bass- 
wood  trees  for  the  roof,  anti  hanging  a  blanket 
in  the  doorway  to  keep  out  wild  beasts.  No 
railroads  or  canals  brought  to  the  iidiabitants 
of  that  region  the  necessities  and  comforts  of 
our  day;  and  in  the  primeval  forest  they  lived 
upon  the  products  of  their  land,  together  with 
\'enison,  bear  meat,  and  other  game  which 
abounded.  lie  had  a  practical  knowledge  of 
surveying,  and  was  emplo)-ed  by  the  State  in 
laying  out  roads  in  ditferent  sections,  which 
ke[jt  him  away  from  home  a  great  deal  of  the 
time,  and  left  his  brave  wife  to  contend  with  the 
dangers  and  hardships.  After  twenty-two  years 
he  removed  to  Mount  Morris,  and  purchased 
two  farms,  and  resided  there  twenty-eight 
yeai'S,  moving  from  theix-  to  the  village  of  Mos- 
cow, where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  wife  of  Oren  Shcddon  was  Sally  Tay- 
lor, a  native  of  New  Marlboro,  Mass.  Her 
grandfathci',  a  nati\e  of  I'Jigland,  was  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  America.  Just 
before  sailing  he  and  his  wife  were  presented 
with  a  curious  piece  of  china  in  the  form  of  a 
cow,  which  was  intended  to  be  used  as  a  milk 
pitcher;  and  since  that  time,  1738,  it  has 
been  passed  down  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion, being  now  in  the  })Osscssion  of  Mr. 
Sheldon.  Mrs.  Oren  Sheldon  survived  her 
husband  se\'eral  years,  and  died  when  over 
eighty  years  of  age,  having  had  seven  children 
—  Claiissa,  John,  Rosie,  Tempy,  I'omeroy, 
Merrick,  and  Julia. 

Merrick  Sheldon  attended  the  district 
school,  giving  his  assistance  to  his  father 
until  he  was  twenty-one,  when  he  started  out, 
e\en  with  the  world,  and  bought  a  farm  in  the 
town  of  Leicester,  which  he  atterward  ex- 
changed ft)r  one  in  Mount  Morris.  This  he 
improvetl,  and  to  it  a(hled  other  tracts,  as  his 
means  increased,  and  now  has  about  eleven 
hundred  acres  in  the  towns  of  Leicester  and 
Mount  Morris.  In  icSS/  he  lemoved  to  Gen- 
eseo,  where  he  has  since  resided.  His  son- 
in-law  occupies  the  old  homestead,  while 
much  of  his  land  is  given  over  to  thrifty  and 
industrious  tenants. 


Mr.  Sheldon  was  first  married,  when  twenty- 
four  3'ears  of  age,  to  Alviza  Star,  a  native 
of  Leicester,  and  a  daughter  of  Martin  antI 
Amanda  Star.  Mrs.  Ah'i/a  Shehlon  died  in 
1884,  leaving  one  daughter,  Mar\-,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Chester  D.  White,  and  has  a  daughter, 
Mabel.  In  1888  Mr.  Sheltlou  married"  I  lar- 
riet  Gladding,  who  was  born  at  Mount  Morris, 
and  was  daughter  of  Hiram  and  L}dia  (Lake) 
Gladtling.  Mr.  Sheldon  is  a  member  of  tlie 
Presbyterian  church,  his  wife  being  an  adhe- 
rent to  the  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  In  [lolitics  he  is  a  Rc])ub!ican,  and 
may  safely  be  set  down  as  a  believer  in  a 
strong  central  government,  just  laws,  and  a 
pure  administration. 


BENEDICT  WHITLOCK,  a  salt 
manufacturer  in  Warsaw,  where  he 
was  born  on  Sei)tei"nber  2y,  1S52, 
belongs  to  a  family  which  has  for 
several  generations  been  known  in  New  York 
State.  His  great-grandfather,  Samuel  Whit- 
lock,  who  is  the  senior  Samuel  of  this  record, 
although  there  IkuI  been  other  Samuels  in 
earlier  generations  of  the  family,  was  born  in 
1739,  and  dietl  in  1799.  He  was  married 
twice,  and  left  four  sons  and  five  daughters, 
all  of  whom  li\'ed  to  rear  families  of  their 
own.  One  son,  Joseph,  died  in  Michigan; 
and  another,  who  bore  the  name  of  Julius, 
died  near  Warsaw,  having  attained  the  age  of 
e i  gh  t }■  - 1  h  re  e  )■  ea rs . 

Samuel  Whitlock,  son  of  the  elder  Samuel, 
and  grandfather  of  Mr.  S.  Benedict  Wliitlock, 
was  liorn  in  Warren,  Litchfield  County,  in 
1789.  He  came  to  Warsaw  in  1810  with  liis 
brother  Julius,  and  settled  on  a  ti'act  of  fifty 
acres  of  land  situated  one  and  a  half  miles 
north  of  the  village.  ']"he  land  wa^  in  the 
woods;  and  the  young  men,  wlio  were  both  as 
yet  uninan  ied  antl  of  scant  means,  must  have 
had  a  \'ery  lonesome  and  toil.^ome  life  in  their 
little  log  cabin.  Their  father  ha\ing  died 
when  Samuel  was  a  boy  of  twelve  }  ears,  both 
lads  were  thrown  u])on  themselves  for  their 
support.  The)'  were  emplo)e(l  as  rattsmen  on 
the  St.  Lawrence  Ri\er,  at  tweh'e  tlollars  a 
month,  ami  earlv  manifested  a  steadfast  and 
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conscientious  adlicrencc  to  religious  principle 
that  is  rarely  seen  in  youth.  The  occasion 
was  a  (lemantl  on  the  ])art  of  their  employers 
for  their  services  on  Sunday;  but  the  boys, 
who  had  been  brought  up  by  Christian  par- 
ents, hrnily  refused  to  cU)  wliat  they  had  been 
taught  to  believe  was  a  sacrilegious  protana- 
tion  of  (.jod's  conunaud  to  "keep  holy  the 
Sabbath  da)'.'' 

Samuel's  son,  S.  Norris  Whitlock,  whose 
birth  date  was  h'ebruary  25,  1826,  and  whose 
place  of  birth  was  Warsaw,  where  he  has  lived 
for  the  past  thii  ty  years,  received  a  fair  edu- 
cation in  the  district  anti  select  schools  of  his 
native  village,  supideniented  later  by  a  two 
years'  course  in  the  union  school.  Indeed, 
he  was  pre|)ared  to  teach,  having  studied  with 
that  intention,  but  came  to  a  different  deci- 
sion after  reacliing  liis  majority,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  his  marriage  to  IMiss 
Emily  L.  Benedict,  of  Perry,  on  January  8, 
1851.  This  lady  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Julia  (Otis)  Benedict,  her  father  being  a 
native  of  the  State  of  X'ermont,  her  mother  of 
Connecticut.  Airs.  W'hitlock's  parents  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Perry.  They 
rearetl  a  family  of  foui'  sons  and  as  many 
(laughters,  and  enjoyetl  more  than  a  half-cen- 
tury of  wedded  life.  The  family  was  notetl 
for  longevil)-;  and  the  first  death  in  this 
branch  was  that  of  old  Mr.  Benedict,  who 
died  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  his  age,  in 
1883.  His  widow,  who  lives  in  Warsaw,  is 
now  eight)'-nine;  and  all  of  her  chihhenare 
still  living,  tliree  sons  residing  in  Chicago 
and  one  in  Milwaukee. 

For  five  years  i\Ir.  S.  Norris  Whitlock  cul- 
tivated his  father's  farms,  and  two  hundred 
and  thirteen  acres  of  the  original  estate  is 
still  in  ))ossession  of  the  family.  Me  after- 
ward became  a  merchant  in  Linden,  Genesee 
County,  and  lived  there  for  six  years  before 
coming  to  Waisaw,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
grocer)'  aiul  crockery  trade,  to  which  his  son 
succeeded  him.  He  was  for  about  a  )ear  in 
the  coal  and  lumber  traffic,  and  then  gave  it 
up  to  enter  the  insurance  business,  in  wdiich 
he  was  eminently  successful  for  seventeen 
years.  Mr.  S.  Norris  W'liitlock  has  now 
retired   from   acti\'e   cares;   and   he  antl  his 


wife,  who  has  been  in  verity  a  helpmate  as 
well  as  companion  t(;  him,  are  spending  the 
afternoon  of  their  lives  in  their  [jleasant  h(nne 
at  No.  g  Brooklyn  Street.  I-'or  thirty-eight 
years  Mr.  Whitlock  has  been  a  faithful  worker 
in  the  Methodist  church,  of  which  both  he  and 
his  wile  are  inembers,  and  lias  done  much 
toward  the  moral  as  well  as  })ractical  support 
of  the  organization  in  his  village.  The  fam- 
ily circle  has  been  broken  by  the  death  of  one 
child,  Charles  who  died  at  six  years  of 

age.  The  surviving  children  are:  Benedict, 
of  whom  this  memoir  is  written;  and  George 
N.,  who  at  [jresent  resides  in  Warsaw. 

Benedict  Whitlock  was  educated  in  the 
Warsaw  Union  School,  and  has  been  engaged 
in  salt  manufacturing  since  1883.  He  is  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer  of  the  l^mpire  Dairy  Salt 
Company,  and  is  largely  interested  in  the 
Warsaw  Bluestone  Company,  being  Presi- 
dent of  the  company  and  one  of  the  incorpora- 
tors. In  1889  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Hume,  a  ilaughter  of  Nelson  Hume. 
Two  lovely  chiklren,  Margherita  and  Donald 
Benedict,  crown  the  hapijiness  of  this  union. 
Mr.  Benedict  Whitlock  is,  like  his  father,  a 
stanch  Republican,  l^oth  he  and  his  wife  are 
in  the  foUl  of  Christian  faith,  being  members 
of  the  Presb\  terian  church. 
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^SAAC  A.  CLARK,  an  eminent  teacher 
and  mathematician 
County,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  March  27,  18 16.  His 
great-grandfather,  an  early  settler  of  Penns\  1- 
vania,  is  thought  to  have  been  of  English 
birth,  and  to  have  resided  for  a  time  in  the 
north  of  Irehuul  before  coming  tlieiue  to 
America  in  Colonial  times.  He  located  on 
the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  there  spent 
the  rest  of  his  da)'s.  He  kept  a  ferry  boat, 
and  carried  passengers  and  treight  across  the 
river.  It  is  supposed  that  his  son,  William 
Clark,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  War  ami 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  at  Clark's  P'erry  on  the  Suscpiehanna 
River,  Pennsylvania.  In  1S05  he  made  a 
journey  on  horseback  to  New  York  State, 
where  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  in  what  is 
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now  Gciiesco,  Li\'ingston  County,  and  return- 
ing for  liis  family  moved  hither  in  1806.  He 
died  in  1815,  five  )'ears  l^efore  his  wile,  who  1 
was  Sarah  Temijleton,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Robert  Clark,  son  of  William  and  Sarah, 
was  horn  in  Northumljerlantl  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  lived  there  till  he  was  thirteen 
years  of  a;^e,  wlien  he  removed  to  Gencseo 
with  his  parents.  A  few  years  later  he  went 
!)ack  to  Penns)lvania,  where  he  married  Re- 
becca Ringlar,  of  l^erks  County.  After  a 
|)r(donL;ed  aljsence  he  I'eturned  to  New  York 
State  with  his  family,  and  settled  on  his 
father's  homestead,  where  he  lived  till  his 
death,  at  the  aj^e  of  seventy-three  years, 
his  wife  dying  at  tlie  age  of  seventy-two. 
I\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Clark  had  ten  children, 
the  eldest  of  whom  was  Isaac,  the  sul)ject  of 
this  biograph)'. 

Isaac  A.  Clark  was  but  two  years  old  wdien 
he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Geneseo,  so 
that  he  had  no  recollection  of  his  birthplace. 
When  they  came  to  New  York,  this  section  of 
the  country  was  sparsely  settled,  and  deer  and 
other  game  abounded  in  the  forests.  As 
there  were  no  railroads  or  canals  until  a  num- 
ber of  )ears  afterward,  the  people  marketed 
tlieir  [iroducts  at  Charlotte;  and  a  great  part 
of  the  merchandise  was  brought  from  Albany 
on  teams.  Isaac  attended  the  pioneer  school, 
then  kept  in  a  log  house,  with  furniture  matle 
of  slabs,  tlie  seats  having  wooden  pins  for 
legs.  Like  most  countr}'  lads  at  that  time, 
he  began  when  quite  young  to  make  him- 
self useful  as  a  chore  boy,  doing  light  work 
on  the  farm;  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
he  engaged  in  teaching,  for  which  he  was 
better  adapted.  He  taught  one  year  in  a  dis- 
trict scho(d  and  a  )-ear  in  a  high  school  in 
(ieneseo,  afterward  going  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  taught  select  schools  for  a  year. 
He  then  tra\'elled,  and  for  a  time  made  a  spe- 
cialty of  teaching  mathematics.  He  was  the 
author  ami  publisher  of  two  well-known  text- 
books, the  "Prussian  Calendar"  and  "Clark's 
Mental  Arithmetic." 

In  1849  Mr.  Clark  married  Sarah  Durfee,  of 
Palmyra,  Wayne  County,  N.Y.,  and  three 
children  were  the  result  of  this  union; 
namely,    Oliver,    Pli/abeth,    and    Lucy  D. 


Clark.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr. 
Clark  bought  land  in  \Va)ne  C\)Unt)';  and  he 
was  subsecpient ly  iheie  engaged  in  larming 
for  eighteen  \  ears,  at  the  end  ol  which  period 
he  returned  to  the  old  homestead  in  (ieneseo, 
post-office  Lakeville,  liis  present  residence, 
which  has  been  in  the  family  since  1806. 
Mr.  Clark  was  ahva\-s  an  apt  pupil,  from  his 
youth  caring  more  for  study  than  other  pur- 
suits. Ili^,  life  as  a  teacher  was  a  pleasuie  to 
himsell  as  wvW  as  a  great  l)enefit  to  the  many 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact;  and  he  is  con- 
sidered a  man  of  much  intellectual  abilit)'. 


Xfp^  ADOLPHUS  GARDNI'R,  familiarly 
I  — 7  known  as  ""iJol]:)]!  Gardner  "'  in  Wyo- 
I Is  I  ■        ming  C(mnt)',   New  York,   and  as 

 '  '"Ukl    Honesty"    at    the  Golden 

Gate,  is  one  of  the  scdiil  farmers  of  Attica  on 
the  Tonawanda  Creek.  He  was  born  in  this 
town  on  P'ebruar)'  \2,  1827.  His  father  was 
Adoli)hus  Gardner,  born  in  I^rimfield,  Mass., 
in  1785.  His  grandfather.  Major  Josiah 
Gardner,  who  was  on  Washington's  staff,  was 
a  pensioner  of  the  Revolution.  'Phe  Major's 
wife  was  Catherine  l'\-nton ;  and  they  were 
the  hapi^y  i^arents  of  lour  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, the  sons  being  Asher,  Adolphus,  Ros- 
well,  and  Parle)-.  Asher  and  Adolphus  were 
the  first  to  migrate  from  Massachusetts  to  tliis 
town,  coming  about  1808,  and  being  among 
the  jjioneers  who  settled  on  the  'Ponawanda, 
in  the  northein  [Kirt  of  Attica.  Like  most 
of  the  earl)'  comers  they  had  very  limited 
means,  barely  enough  f(;r  subsistence,  lliese 
two  brothers  in  coming  had  but  one  saddled 
horse  between  them,  and  took  turns  in  riding 
the  animal,  the  one  who  rode  lea\  ing  the  Iiorse 
tied  when  he  dismounted  and  walking  ahead 
till  the  other  came  up,  the  brother  doing  the 
same  in  turn. 

'Phey  took  uj)  land,  ami  made  a  clearing  in 
the  woods  ii>v  their  rude  log  house,  and  then 
went  back  for  their  families.  Their  settle- 
ment was  on  the  farm  now  occupietl  by  Parlev 
Gardner,  the  .son  of  .Asher.  P'odder  being 
scarce  for  their  stock,  they  were  compelled  to 
fell  the  \'oung  trees  tor  the  cow  to  browse 
upon;  but   in  so  doing  the)  had  the  ill  luck 
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to  let  a  tree  fall  upon  her,  and  so  lo^t  one 
very  necessary  source  of  table  supply.  I-'ind- 
ing  that  their  first  crop  (jf  corn  was  being  de- 
stroyed in  sDUic  n'iysteri(jus  way,  the  brothers 
watched  one  night  with  a  loaded  musket,  and 
succeeded  in  shooting  a  large  bear,  who  provetl 
to  ha\'e  been  the  marauder.  This  was  consid- 
ered to  be  a  famous  exploit  by  the  neigldjors, 
and  brought  them  honor,  aside  from  a  good 
supply  of  bear's  meat  and  a  fine  rug  for  the 
floor.  These  simijle  rehearsals  indicate  the 
straits  the  early  settler  was  sometimes  i)ut  to 
and  also  the  guard  he  was  obliged  to  con- 
stantly exercise  in  so  wild  and  unprotected  a 
locality. 

Ad(dphus  Gartlner  married  Miss  Mehetebel 
Moulton.  They  brought  up  seven  of  their 
eight  children,  and  five  are  still  living,  as 
follows:    V.  Gardner,    now  seventy-five 

years  oKl,  an  able  farmer  of  Alexander,  Gen- 
esee County;  IMary,  widow  of  I..  P.  Harris, 
in  Batavia;  N.  Adolphus;  Cutler,  a  farmer 
three  miles  south  of  Attica;  James  F.,  a  man 
of  prominence  and  ability  living  near  Denver, 
Col.  The  deceased  are:  I'ruxton,  a  little 
child  of  four  years:  I.ovisa,  wife  of  I{.  T. 
Maxon,  who  tlied  at  the  home  of  her  brother 
in  iS/j,  aged  sixty-two  years,  leaving  four 
children;  and  Catherine,  wife  of  H.  G.  Vin- 
cent, who  died  in  Attica,  in  January,  1892, 
and  whose  daughter,  Cora  Vincent,  is  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Burke.  I'he  four  children  of  Lovisa 
are:  Marion  Maxon,  living  at  Varysburg; 
Ella  M.,  who  has  resided  with  her  uncle  since 
his  return  from  California;  George  Maxon, 
whose  home  is  in  Michigan;  and  Hattie,  the 
wife  of  F.  Ramsey,  who  died  in  Nebraska, 

N.  Adolphus  Gardner  had  a  very  good  dis- 
trict-school etlucation;  for  it  was  one  of  the 
first  princii)les  of  the  people  of  the  newly 
formed  towns  to  furnish  educational  facilities 
for  their  children  in  their  immediate  neigh- 
borhood, that  they  might  be  as  well  ec|uipped 
as  possible  for  future  undertakings  in  life. 
After  the  school  days  were  over,  young  Gard- 
ner became  a  boatman  on  the  Erie  Canal,  ami 
kept  at  this  work  for  seven  successive  seasons. 
In  January,  185^,  he  set  out  for  California  by 
way  of  the  Isthmus,  making  a  so-called  cpiick 
trip   of   twenty-three  days  from   New  York. 


He  turned  his  attention  to  the  gold  mines, 
and  taking  his  chance  with  others  he  ku\)t  at 
the  work  in  the  diggings  bjr  o\'er  two  )ears 
and  a  half,  meeting  with  a  tair  amount  of  suc- 
cess; but  he  finally  lelt  the  localit)',  ami  be- 
came a  stage-di  i  \  fr  from  .Stockton  to  .Sonora 
and  C(duml)ia,  driving  teams  of  four,  fi\'e, 
and  sometimes  six  horses.  l\Ir.  Gardner  was 
in  California  aljout  twenty  )'ears,  accumulat- 
ing consitlerable  p)opert\-;  and  he  still  owns 
city  lots  in  .Stockt(jn.  in  Ajiril,  1873,  the 
longing  for  home  and  triend^  moving  him  to 
return  to  the  scenes  nf  his  earl)-  life,  he  came 
back  to  Attica,  and  purchased  about  eight\' 
acres  of  land,  which  is  now  a  part  of  his  well- 
cultivated  farm  of  one  hundred  ami  forty  acres. 
His  jM-esent  attractive  and  comfortable  home 
was  built  by  him  in  1874.  He  occupies  his 
time  in  farming  antl  general  oversight,  and 
has  a  dair\'  of  sixteen  cows. 

In  the  summer  of  1882  Mr.  Gardner  re- 
visited the  scenes  of  his  old-time  stage-coach 
experiences  in  California,  accompanied  by  his 
niece,  making  it  a  pleasure  trip  for  them  both, 
and  taking  in  the  Yosemite  valley,  the  big 
trees  of  Calaveras,  antl  the  awe-inspiring  i)asses 
antl  canyons  of  the  Sierras.  There  \s'ere 
frientls  with  warm  welcomes  to  greet  tlieir 
arrival,  and  the  old  neighbors  and  ttnvnsmen 
furnished  free  transportat ion  for  their  pleasure 
trips.  He  was  still  known  Ijy  the  title  of 
"Honesty"  t)r  "(jltl  IloneNt)',"'  given  him  as 
a  mark  of  apiireciatit^n  in  lormer  tla\'s.  Hav- 
ing returned  to  his  farm,  Mr.  Gartlner  has 
settled  down  to  his  ortlinary  i)ursuits,  his 
capable  niece.  Miss  Maxon,  presitling  over  his 
householtl,  and  serving  b)-  her  presence  to 
keep  away  dulness  and  any  sense  of  bachelor 
solitude. 


RVILLh:  N.  RICHARDSON,  the 
liopulai-  merchant  antl  Tostmaster  of 
Grovtdaiul,  I.i\'ing.ston  Ctjunty,  .\.\'., 
was  born  October  14,  1848,  in  Inde- 
pentlence,  Alleg;iny  County,  where  his  grantl- 
fathei",  JonatlKin  RichartUon,  who  hatl  been  a 
jiioiieer  tj|  I,ivt)nia,  was  among  the  first  set- 
tlers. He  puithasetl  a  farm,  antl  resided 
theie  for  some  years,  after  which  he  sidtl  his 
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property,  and  took  one-half  tlie  interest  in 
the  Shongo  Mills  in  the  town  of  Willing. 
He  devoted  his  time  to  milling  for  some 
yeais,  ami  then  returned  to  Independence, 
where  he  resided  with  his  son  Columbus  until 
his  death,  at  eight}'-rive  years  of  age.  He 
was  an  officer  in  the  .State  militia,  in  which 
he  took  an  active  interest.  His  wife  was 
Miranda  Ikainett,  and  she  was  the  mother  of 
thirteen  chihh-en. 

La  I'"a}ette  Richardson,  son  of  Jonathan 
and  Miranda  and  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Livonia,  and  has  al- 
wa\'s  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  He  now 
resitles  in  W'el Isvi  1  le,  Allegany  County,  hav- 
ing reached  the  age  of  seventy  years.  He 
married  Mary  Wilson,  a  nati\'e  of  Indepen- 
dence antl  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Chloe 
(^Laton)  Wilson.  Calvin  Wilson  was  a  pio- 
neer of  Independence,  ami  erected  the  first 
frame  barn  constructed  in  the  town,  the  boards 
for  which  were  jjrocured  at  Strong's  mill  in 
An(lo\er,  and  were  drawn  bv  team  a  distance 
of  nine  miles.  The  board  nails  used  were  all 
made  b}'  hand,  and  the  shingle  nails  were 
j)aid  for  with  deei  skins.  Mary  Wilson  Rich- 
ardson died  in  1856;  and  hei'  husband  married 
again,  his  second  wife  being  Maria  Graves. 

Orville  X.  Richardson,  the  subject  of  this 
biograidi)-,  left  school  in  January,  1864,  when 
but  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  enlisted  in  the 
Sixteenth  Regiment,  New  Voik  Cavalry,  in 
which  he  ser\'ed  six  months,  and  was  then 
honorably  dischaiged  on  account  of  injuries 
received  while  in  serxdce.  After  his  return 
from  the  war  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  miller, 
and  this  occupation  he  followed  in  different 
localities  until  1889.  In  I'ebruary  of  that 
)'ear  he  started  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
(/iru\elaiul,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged.  He 
carries  a  small  but  well-selected  stock  of  gen- 
eral merchandise  and  farm  implements,  and  is 
a  deserwdl)'  successful  man  of  business. 

Mr.  Richardson  has  been  twice  married,  his 
first  wife,  I-anma  Shafer,  having  died  in  1882. 
In  1884  he  man  ied  Loana  .Snider,  of  Grove- 
land,  daughter  of  llenr}-  .Snider.  I'our  chil- 
dren were  born  of  his  first  marriage,  three  of 
whom  are  still  living — ■  lona,  Myrtie,  and 
Florence.     Luos,  the  only  son,  a  promising 


young  man  of  twenty-one  years,  was  killed  in 
a  railroad  accitlent,  June  7,  1S94.  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  being  a  firm 
supi^orter  ol  the  principles  of  that  part)',  and 
is  respected  as  a  worthy  citi/en  ot  the  town. 


llOMAS  W.  MrrClH'-.LL,  an  exten- 
si\'e  landhiddcr  and  piosperous  agri- 
culturist of  Livingston  County,  is 
busil)'  employed  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
chosen  calling  on  the  old  Ciould  homestead, 
which  is  situated  in  the  town  of  C)ssian,  about 
four  miles  west  from  iJansville.  Mr.  Mitchell 
was  born  in  Spiingw.iter,  which  is  the  south- 
east corner  town  of  the  count),  h'ebruary  5, 
1821,  being  the  son  of  'riiomas  Mitchell,  an 
early  jjioneer  of  this  section  of  the  State. 

Thomas  Mitchell  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  his  youth  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
blacksmith's  trade.  The  unrest  natural  to  a 
young  man  of  ambition  leading  him  to  seek 
newei'  fields  of  labor,  he  came  to  .\ew  \'ork, 
and  worketl  at  his  trade  for  a  while  in  'I'ioga 
County,  whence  he  remo\  ed  to  .Spri  ngwater, 
Livingston  Count)',  where  he  liwd  until  after 
the  Inrlh  of  some  of  his  children.  He  next 
became  a  resident  of  Li\-onia,  but  finally  went 
back  to  Pennsylvania,  and  made  his  home  at 
the  head  of  Oil  Creek,  wdiere  he  departed  this 
life  at  the  age  of  sixt)'-scven  )'ears.  He  mar- 
ried Ainiie  \'an  Camp,  who  bore  him  eleven 
children,  of  wIkjui  Thomas  W.,  the  }'oungest, 
is  the  only  one  now  lixdng.  Mrs.  Mitchell 
lived  to  be  seventy  )'ears  old.  During  her 
childhood  Indians  were  often  seen  in  the 
neighborhood  of  her  home;  and  one  of  her 
brothers  was  taken  captive  b)'  them,  but  suc- 
ceetled  in  making  his  escape. 

Thomas  W.  Mitchell  was  L[uite  young  when 
his  parents  remo\ed  to  Oil  Cieek,  where  he 
lived  until  aftei'  the  death  of  his  father. 
Being  then  a  sturtl\-  lad  of  fourteen  years, 
able  and  willing  to  work,  he  came  to  Ossian, 
and  li\ed  with  his  brother  for  a  while,  assist- 
ing in  farming.  He  subsei|ucnt  h'  purchased 
the  larm  adjoining  the  one  where  he  now 
lives,  ami  engaged  in  general  husbandrv  there 
until  his  marriage,  at  the  age  of  twent)-one 
years,    with    Miss    Harriet    L.    Gould,  the 
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daughter  of  William  (loulcl.  Mer  fatlicr  was 
the  original  owner  of  this  valuable  tract  of 
land,  which  he  redeemed  from  its  pristine 
wildiiess.  l\Ir.  IMiteliell  still  retains  the 
()wnershi[:  of  the  farm  which  he  first  bought, 
and  successfully  manages  them  both.  In  atl- 
dition  to  tilling  the  soil,  I\Ir.  Mitchell  has 
carried  on  a  very  jirofitable  lumber  bu.^iness, 
running  two  saw-mills  night  and  day  much  of 
the  time,  a  good  deal  of  the  timber  used  being 
cut  from  his  own  land. 

Mrs.  Harriet  Gould  Mitchell  died  in  1856, 
leaving  one  child,  Mary,  who  at  twenty-one 
years  of  age  passetl  to  the  world  beyond.  Mr. 
Mitchell  subsequentl)'  married  Mary  Gilbert, 
the  daughter  of  William  S.  Gilbert,  a  promi- 
nent and  well-known  business  man  of  Li- 
\-onia,  where  he  is  extensively  engaged  in 
farming,  stock  dealing,  and  milling.  Three 
children  have  been  born  of  this  luiion,  two  of 
whom  are  now  liv  ing.  Mr.  Mitchell  has  ever 
been  useful  in  his  community  and  ably  as- 
sisted in  pi'omoting  its  agricultural  and  busi- 
ness interests.  He  is  a  firm  advocate  ol  the 
principles  promulgated  by  the  Democratic 
party,  and   attends   the   Presbyterian  church. 


f^OHN  BKLDKX,  a  lumber  merchant  of 
Attica,  Wyoming  County,  N.Y.,  was 
born  in  Genesee  County,  Januaiy  11, 
1819,  son  of  Kellogg  Belden,  who  was 
a  natix'e  of  Connecticut,  born  in  1785. 

Hartholomew  Belden,  father  of  Kellogg, 
moved  to  Montgomery  County,  New  York, 
about  the  year  1800,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty  }ears,  leaving  his  second  wife  and 
tiuee  children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter, 
Kellogg,  Heni)',  and  I'dmira.  Henry  became 
a  physician,  practised  his  profession  in  Am- 
sterilam,  X.V.,  and  died  in  middle  life.  K\- 
mira  was  the  wife  of  Seth  Carter,  a  farmer  of 
Darien,  Genesee  County,  and  died  in  the 
sixties,   leaving  a  large  family. 

Kellogg  Ikdden  went  to  Michigan  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  life,  and  died  there  in  Ucv- 
trand  at  the  age  of  hfty-three,  in  1838;  and 
his  wife  died  in  1848,  leaving  four  sons  and 
one  daughter,  of  whom  John  Belden  is  the 
sole  survivor.     The  parents  were  industrious 


farming  peoide  in  comfoitable  circumstances 
and  earnest  mendiers  of  the  Methodist  church. 
The  niDther's  gra\'e  is  in  l)aiden,  .\.\'. 

John  Jkdden  was  educated  in  the  district 
schocds  and  at  Akxandcr  Seminar)'.  He 
remained  with  his  ])arL-nts,  assisting  in  the 
lai'in  work  until  reaching  tlu-  age  of  tweiil)'- 
nine  years.  On  l)ctend)Lr  _',  1850,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  C.  St.  Jnhn,  a  daughter  of 
.SanuKd  .St.  John,  (jf  .Sarat(jga  Springs.  Mr. 
Belden  cairie  to  .'Vttica  in  I  850,  and  openetl  a 
grocer)'  store,  later  as.-,ociat ing  himself  with 
James  II.  I.oomis;  and  in  1857  the)'  estab- 
lished themselves  in  the  hnnber  business 
inider  the  firm  name  of  J.  Belden  &  Co.  In 
i860  Mr.  Belden  sold  his  interest  in  the 
grocery;  and,  having  acc|uired  the  firm's  hnn- 
ber business,  he  has  since  conducted  it  him- 
self, continuing  at  the  location  of  its  original 
establishment  on  Washington  .Sti'eet.  He 
carries  about  eighteen  thou~,and  dollars'  worth 
of  stock,  consisting  of  all  kinds  of  Iolis  and 
short  lumber,  which  comes  mostly  from  Mich- 
igan; and  his  facil ities  for  handl ing  and  [dc- 
serving  his  stock  are  unecjualled,  he  having 
well-built  houses  and  sheds  for  that  purj^ose. 

Mr.  and  !\Irs.  Ikdden  have  no  children. 
The)'  ha\'e  resided  on  Main  .Street  iiear  the 
Methodist  church  for  the  [xist  twent)'-five 
years,  and  have  lived  together  as  husband 
and  wife  for  ukhx'  than  forty  years.  Mr.  Bel- 
den is,  in  politics,  a  graduate  of  the  old  Whig 
party,  has  been  a  Rei)ublican  since  the  fornia- 
tion  of  that  party,  but  has  nex'cr  been  an  office- 
seeker.  He  is  an  Idtler  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school. 
He  is  in  every  way  a  woith\,  upright  citizen, 
and  a  man  well  known  foi'  his  kindness  and 
bene\'olence.  In  shoit,  he  bears  a  good  name; 
and  his  portrait  is  well  placed  in  this  gallery 
of  representative  citizens. 


j.XTTIIIAS  ROBISOX,  a  luominent 
bz/  member  of  the  agricultural  com- 
miniit)'  of  the  town  of  (Jssian,  is 
a  fine  representative  of  the  ster- 
ling men  of  Livingston  Count)',  who,  by  per- 
severing iuihr^try,  wise  frugality,  aiid  shrewd 
management,    have    gradual!)     and  steadily 
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worked  their  way  upward  from  a  state  of  pov- 
erty to  one  of  inriueiKC  and  aflluence.  He  is 
a  nati\'e  of  the  I'linpirc  Slate,  Ovid,  Seneca 
County,  being  the  jjlaee  of  his  birtli,  and  No- 
vember 10,  181.S,  the  date  thereof.  He  is  | 
descended  from  Revi)lut  ionaiy  stociv  on  l)otli 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides,  his  grand- 
father Harrison,  who  liad  a  brilliant  war 
lecord,  ha\  ing  been  se\ercl)'  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Staten  Island,  ami  his  grandfather 
Robison  ha\'ing  been  a  recruiting  officer 
throughout  the  entire  pei  ioil  of  the  Revolution. 

Charles  Robison,  the  father  of  him  of  whom 
we  write,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  was 
the  son  of  Jercmiidi  Robison,  who  was  born 
and  sjient  the  larger  part  of  his  life  in  that 
State.  After  his  marriage  with  .Susanna  Har- 
rison, who  was  also  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
Charles  Robison  settled  in  the  town  of  Ovid, 
N.Y.,  iiml  there  carried  on  farming  for  a  few  I 
years.  He  SLd)set|uent  ly  removed  to  Rig  1 
Flats,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  )ears.  His 
widow  survivetl  liim,  aiul  tlied  at  the  home  of 
her  son  Matthias  in  Ossian,  January  4,  1857, 
agctl  seventy-fi\'e  years.  .She  reared  seven 
chiklren,  namely:  Betsey  deceased,  who 
marrieil  Lyman  Washburn;  William,  deceased; 
Margaret,  the  wife  (jf  Daniel  Carter;  Robert, 
deceaseil ;  Matthias;  Mary  Ann,  deceased, 
who  marrieil    I'lutarcii   Clark;  and  Jeremiah. 

Matthias  was  a  little  fellow  when  the  death 
of  his  father  occurred;  and  he  remained  under 
the  [jrotection  of  his  UKjther  until  nine  years 
old,  when  he  went  to  live  witli  a  neighbor, 
and  attended  school.  i-'ive  years  later  he 
began  liie  battle  of  life  for  himself,  working 
out  l)y  tlie  month  at  any  hoiun-al)le  employ- 
ment he  could  find.  His  wages  were  scant; 
but  he  wa.^  prudent  in  his  expenditures,  and 
sa\'eil  a  pait  of  his  )'early  slipenil,  so  that 
when  he  came  to  Ossian  in  1845  he  was  en- 
abled to  buy  a  small  farm,  situated  not  far 
from  his  present  home.  He  cleared  off  about 
one  lunulred  acres  (;f  his  land,  placing  it 
under  good  cultivation,  and  livi'd  there  some 
sixteen  years,  when  he  sidd,  and  purchased  the 
property  where  he  now  resides.  This  in- 
cludes ninety  acres  of  land,  which  he  has 
brought  to  its  present  excellent  ccjndition  by 


steady  a])plication  and  wise  management. 
Mr,  Ivobison  was  toilunale  in  securing  as  a 
life  companion  Miss  Harriet  K.na|ip,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joel  J.  Kiia|)p,  a  leading  citizen  of 
Ossian  ami  the  descendant  ol  one  of  its  earli- 
est settlers.  The  p.ithway  ol  the  weilded  life 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robison  has  been  tlimmetl 
by  the  death  ol  their  two  children,  \Mi'giiiia 
Alice,  the  eldest,  having  passed  to  the  higher 
life  at  the  age  of  six  )'ears,  and  Samuel  A. 
when  oidy  four  }'eais  (dd. 

'•  Ant!  llie  mother  .i;a\c  in  tc,ii>,  ,iiul  pain 
TIk'  Hdwrr.s  nIic  most  did  lo\c: 
Slu;  knew  slu-  slioidil  fiild  llicm  .dl  .1,1;. nil 
In  the  IK-Id^  of  ligllt  al)o\c, 

■•(Ml,  not  in  eruclty,  not  in  wratli, 
Tlie  i  capei'  i  amc  tli.it  da)'  ; 
"I'was  an  an^el  \  isiicd  the  j^i'cen  earth, 
And  took  the  Ihiwi-rs  awa).'' 

Mr.  Robison  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
in'inciples  of  the  Republiean  parl\',  taking  an 
intelligent  interest  in  the  public  welfare,  and 
has  serveil  as  Highway  Commissioner.  J^oth 
he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  conscientious 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  which  he 
joined  thirty-fi\'e  years  ago,  and  of  wdiich  he 
was  for  many  years  a  I'rustee,  and  is  now 
worthily  filling  the  office  of  Rider. 


YrAYll'l^l'-l^  HKNTLl'LY,  a  very  able 

YiA/  farmer  of  the  town  of  Sheldon,  liv- 
^  ing  near  Johns(jnsbtn-g,  owning  one 

of  the  largest  and  best  farms  in  the  county, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Or.ingevi  1  le,  March 
23,  1843.  Hi-  father,  William  (i.  Rentley, 
was  a  son  ot  Ivekiel  lientlc}',  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  X'ermont,  and  became  an  early  settler 
of  Wyoming  Count)-,  locating  at  Orangcville 
Centre  in  the  woods.  He  had  three  sons  - 
Johnson,  Gardner,  and  William  (i.  Johnson 
Bentley  settled  on  a  farm  of  fifty  acres.  He 
was  an  expert  hunter  and  a  sure  shot  with  his 
ritle.  .Soon  alter  he  settled  on  his  farm  he 
killed  three  deer  din  ing  mie  da\'  in  the  swamp 
not  far  awa)'.  His  table  was  constantly  sup- 
plied with  dec]-,  turkeys,  and  other  game, 
which  he  found  no  difficulty  in  bringing  to  the 
ground  uiion  his  own  premises. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


William  G.  Bcntley,  the  youngest  son  of 
lizekiel,  was  a  blacksmith  at  Orangeville,  but 
in  1846  nuncd  to  W'i lliamsvillc,  whcrt'  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade  until  about  the  year  1851, 
when  he  settletl  on  a  farm  of  sixty-two  acres 
in  Sheldon  at  the  top  of  Dugway  Hill.  Here 
he  remained  for  some  six  years,  and  tiien  sold 
out,  purchasing  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-two  acres  in  Orangeville,  between  Varys- 
burg  ami  Johnsonsburg.  In  1866  he  disposed 
of  this  farm,  and,  moving  to  the  village  of 
\^irysburg,  within  six  months  purchased  a  farm 
of  three  hundred  acres  in  the  town  of  Bcn- 
ningt(jn.  After  residing  there  for  about  six 
years  he  solil  that  jM'fjijcrty,  and  buying  a  farm 
in  Johnsonsburg  resided  there  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Xovend)cr  15,  1878.  He  left 
an  estate  \alued  at  about  six  thousand  dollars. 
He  was  an  earnest  and  zealous  Methodist  ex- 
horter  and  later  an  ordained  local  preacher. 

His  wife  was  Mary  Blackmer,  of  West 
Moreland,  Oneida  County,  born  August  9, 
1 S09,  daughter  of  Zoar  and  Mary  (Smith) 
Blackmer.  Her  parents  were  married  in 
1808,  and  came  to  Orangeville  from  Oneida 
County  in  181 8.  Zoar  Blackmer  was  a  fair 
scholar,  a  teacher,  and  a  great  reader.  He 
was  a  surveyor,  ami  did  a  great  deal  of  work 
in  that  line.  He  had  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, grew  up;  anil  the  latter  are  still  living. 
Mrs.  ]5entley's  sister  married  Johnson  Bent- 
ley,  who  died  at  Sheldon  in  1846,  from  the 
bite  of  a  hog,  while  yet  in  the  prime  of  life. 
His  widow  is  now  residing  in  Michigan, 
where  she  went  with  her  son  and  daughter  in 
1869. 

I\Irs.  Mary  Blackmer  Bentley  still  survives 
her  husband,  and  now  lives  with  her  son,  Wil- 
ber  M.  At  eighty-five  she  is  physically  vig- 
orous; ami,  although  she  has  toiled  severely 
all  her  life,  she  has  always  had  [)erfect  health, 
b'our  of  her  seven  children  are  now  living, 
namely:  Wilber  M.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  James  1).,  a  railroad  man  at  Dans- 
\ille,  N.\'.;  Charles  l'\,  a  commission  mer- 
chant of  ]5altimore,  where  he  has  been  since 
1876;  and  Julius  1^.,  a  farmer  in  the  \'icinity 
of  .Sheldon,  who  has  one  son  and  one  daughter. 
Alvin  G.,  a  volunteer  in  the  One  Hundretl 


and  Thirtieth  New  York  Infantry,  and  later 
Mrst  Dragoons,  died  at  .Suffolk,  Va.,  of  fe\'er, 
and  fills  a  soldier's  grave.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  volunteers  in  l8(j|,  enlisting  in  Captain 
Knapp's  company,  which  won  such  fame. 
He  was  unmarried  and  in  his  twenty-fourth 
year.  William  Henry  Harrison  Ikntley  died 
in  1875,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five.  He  married 
Deborah  Johnson,  of  Harvard,  111.,  who  sur- 
vi\'es  him  with  one  son,  Johnson.  llugli  D. 
died  one  day  following  the  death  of  his  father, 
leaving,  a  wife,  two  sons,  and  one  daughter  in 
this  State. 

Wilber  M.  Ik'ntley  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
and  attended  the  district  schools.  Ou  Jan- 
uary 16,  1873,  at  the  age  of  thirty,  he  married 
Miss  Abbie  Thomjison,  born  at  Hudson,  Sum- 
mit County,  Ohio,  in  1 84 1 ,  the  daughtei'  of 
h^lijah  and  Sarah  ( Phinney )  'rhomjjson,  both 
of  whom  are  now  deceased.  She  has  one  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Sarah  Sanford,  who  resides  on  the 
home  farm  near  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  her 
father  died  in  1873.  Her  mother  also  dieil 
very  suddenly  from  an  accident  in  1S75.  Mrs. 
Bentley  was  educated  at  a  female  seminary  in 
her  nati\'e  town,  and  was  a  teacher  for  tliree 
years.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  Chautau(|ua 
class  of  1891 . 

Mr.  Bentley  soon  after  his  marriage  in  1873 
purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres,  for  which  he  paid  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  began  dairying  with  eighteen  cows. 
He  later  purchased  twenty  acres  more  for  one 
thousanti  dollars;  and  that  he  has  not  only 
held  his  own,  but  has  had  such  notable  suc- 
cess, is  really  to  be  marvelled  at  when  the  fact 
is  known  that  he  actually  started  in  life  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years,  working  out  b\'  the 
month,  which  he  continued  to  do  until  his 
marriage,  chopping  cord  wood  at  the  rate  of 
four  or  five  cords  per  da\',  kee])ing  up  tlu- 
record  of  his  lather  and  his  uncle  |ohii>on, 
who  were  famous  choppers  in  their  day.  He 
has  always  been  a  very  robust  man,  although 
he  suffered  severely  from  an  attack  of  la 
grijipe  in  iSqo.  His  principal  crops  are 
wheat,  corn,  beans,  potatoes,  and  ha\'.  He 
keeps  a  herd  of  twenty  cows,  and  sells  milk  to 
the  creamery.  in  1878  he  erected  his  pres- 
ent  fine  two-story   frame   residence,  twenty- 
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four  by  thirty  feet,  with  a  win^-  tWL-nty-tvvo 
by  twenty-six  feet,  with  a  hirj;e  W(jocl-h(ni.se; 
and  moving  from  tlie  olil  t(j  the  new  is  the 
only  change  lie  has  made  since  his  marriage, 
llis  famous  Ijarn,  wliich  is  tliirty  l)y  one  liun- 
(Ireil  and  fort\'  feet,  and  is  furnislied  witli  all 
motlern  coineniences,  he  Iniilt  in  1894.  lie 
not  only  jjroiluces  hay  suriicient  for  his  own 
use,  but  sells  as  high  as  fifty  tons  per  annum. 
His  farm  is  one  of  the  best-tilled  and  finest  in 
this  region,  witli  aii  orchard  yielding  three 
huiulred  bu^hels  of  ayiples  [)er  season. 

Mr.  ]5entley  is  a  Master  Alason  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  <if  Ockl  l-'el- 
lows.  He  has  been  Comniander  three  terms 
of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  and  is  C(;nnectcd  with 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 

]\Ir.  Hentley  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
but  has  escaped  office.  His  residence  is  built 
on  rising  ground,  an  ideal  situation,  and  is 
surrounded  l)y  beautiful  shade-trees. 

l\Ir.  ami  Mrs.  Ik'utley  are  both  exceedingly 
active  in  the  work  of  life.  It  is  pleasant  to 
recortl  that  [)rosj)erity  is  the  result  solely  of 
well-directed,  untiring  industr}'. 


,|I.M1-:R  H.  lU.ANK,  who  ranks  among  the 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  Idvingston 
Count)-,  is  can-}'ing  on  the  home- 
stead property  of  his  fathei',  the  late  I'erry 
Hlank,  and  though  )'oung  in  \ears  has  ac- 
ipiired  a  good  reputation  as  an  excellent 
larmer  antl  a  citi/en  of  integrit)'  and  worth. 
He  was  born  Januar)'  15,  i8f')4,  in  North 
l)ans\ille,  .Steui)eii  Count}',  of  which  his  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  I'eter  ]51ank,  was  one  of 
the  earliest  and  mo>t  influential  pioneer 
farmers,  having  bought  and  cleared  a  valuable 
farm  within  its  limits. 

Terr}'  Blank  was  the  third  son  of  the  sex'cn 
children  born  to  his  itarents;  anil  during  the 
days  of  his  youth  he  performed  his  full  share 
of  the  work  ol  felling  trees,  uprooting  stumjjs, 
and  placing  the  land  thus  opened  to  the  sun- 
light in  a  st.ite  of  culture.  When  of  age  he 
purchased  a  farm  on  the  Ai-kport  road,  in 
\orth  Dansville,  which  he  occupied  for  a 
time,  coming  thence  to  the  town  of  Ossian, 
where  he  bought  the  farm  now  managed  by  his 


son  I'dmer.  lie  did  not,  however,  confine 
himsell  to  agricultuial  work,  but  established 
a  li\ery  business  in  the  village  of  Dansville, 
ccjiidueting  it  successfully  and  profitably  until 
he  was  burned  out,  when  he  retiied  to  this 
larm,  where  he  subsecpienl  1)'  resided,  passing 
to  the  life  beyond  at  the  early  age  of  fifty-two 
years.  His  estimable  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Jane  Co\-ert,  still  lives  with 
her  son  on  the  home  farm.  .She  has  reared  a 
family  of  six  childi'en,  of  whom  we  record  the 
following:  Idmer  H.,  of  whom  we  write; 
Stella,  wife  of  O.  1'^  .Shaws,  of  Ossian  ;  [Min- 
nie, wife  of  W'illiam  II.  Hampton,  now  of 
deneseo;  Jennie  M.,  the  wife  of  William 
O.  Thoni|>son,  a  sketch  t)f  whose  life  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work;  Mamie;  and  ICmma, 
the  wife  of  liarl  Shay,  of  Ossian.  Mrs.  Blank 
was  one  of  the  earliest  to  unite  with  the  Pres- 
byterian church  of  this  ]>lace,  of  which  her 
husband  was  also  a  mendjcr  for  many  years. 

J'^lmer  II.  Blank  recci\ed  a  good  common- 
school  etiucation,  and  early  became  ])roficient 
in  agricultural  labors.  After  the  death  of  his 
honored  father  he  a^sumed  the  entire  control 
ol  the  home  |)i-(jpertv,  and  has  since  carried  it 
ijn  wdth  signal  ability,  making  marked  im- 
provements, and  each  \  ear  adding  to  its  market 
value.  He  is  e\erywhere  esteemed  for  his 
many  good  tjualities,  and  is  i)t)pular  with  his 
associates.  In  his  political  \'iews  he  sup- 
ports the  princii)les  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  religiously  follows  the  teachings  of  his 
parents,  and  W(jr.'^hips  at  the  Presbyterian 
church. 


.LI.\M     II.     RICHARDSON',  of 
Str\'kers\i  1  le,  X.V.,  was  born  near 
the  \  illage  in  which  he  now  lix'cs, 
July  6,  His  grandparents,  Charles  and 

Sally  (Parker)  Richardson,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Dracut,  IMass.,  born  in  178S,  were 
among  tin-  first  settlers  of  Western  Java,  com- 
ing here  in  181  ij,  when  the  young  wife  was  a 
bride.  The)'  settled  on  lot  Xo.  33,  range  No. 
4,  on  which  |)arl  of  the  village  now  .■stands; 
and  the  present  highwa)-  or  I'oad  through  the 
liiwerendof  tlu' town  was  laid  out  and  gi\eii  to 
the  village  by  Mi-.  Charles  RichaidNon.  The 
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ground  upon  which  the  Baptist  church  .stands 
was  also  given  l)y  him,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
principal  supporters  of  that  religious  society. 
In  character  he  was  impetuous  and  outspoken 
and  a  stanch  friend  of  the  soldiers  during 
the  late  war.  He  was  a  man  of  wealth, 
and  the  homestead  is  still  owned  by  his  de- 
scendants. 

Mis  son,  Charles  H.  Richardson,  was  born 
in  Strykersville  on  N(n'ember  5,  1823.  He 
was  married  in  1S44  to  IMiss  Mary  K.  Balcom, 
of  New  Jersey.  I'rom  1846  to  1859  he  was  a 
merchant  in  Java  village,  but  from  the  latter 
date  he  was  a  farmer.  Thirteen  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Rich- 
ardson, two  dying  in  infancy.  Seven  sons 
and  four  daughters  grew  to  maturity  — 
Frances,  wife  of  James  W.  Ives,  of  Java  vil- 
lage; Fayette  O.  ;  luigene  A.;  Gilbert,  who 
died  at  twenty  years  of  age,  May  20,  1873; 
Charles  D. ;  Ida,  now  Mrs.  Warner;  Everett 
E. ;  William  II.,  of  this  sketch;  Carrie,  wife 
of  R.  H.  Coatsworth,  of  Buffalo;  Ella,  who 
married  John  Rogers,  and  died  in  Minnesota 
at  twenty-seven  years  of  age;  and  George  W., 
who  is  unmarried.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Richardson 
died  in  1887,  aged  sixty-four  years.  Her 
husband  survived  her  until  1891,  when  he 
died,  leaving  a  large  estate  to  be  dividetl 
among  his  heirs.  He  was  Postmaster  in 
Strykersville  for  sixteen  years. 

After  attending  the  academy  of  Aurora, 
William  H.  Richardson  took  a  practical 
course  in  that  excellent  institution,  Bryant  & 
Stratton's  Business  College,  equipping  him- 
self for  the  emergencies  of  business  and  com- 
mercial life.  At  twenty  years  of  age  he  was 
employed  as  a  salesman  in  Java  village,  Wyo- 
ming County,  and  filled  similar  ])ositit)ns  in 
Delaware,  Cattaraugus  County,  in  later  years. 
From  1883  to  1886  he  took  charge  of  his 
father's  farm,  keeping  a  large  dairy,  which 
was  supplied  by  thirty-five  cows.  The  com- 
mon and  happy  fate  of  the  human  family 
befell  him  on  the  i8th  of  February,  1885, 
when  he  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  wedlock 
to  Captolia  Langmade. 

Mr.  Richardson  alternately  devoted  himself 
to  commercial  and  agricultural  pursuits  until 
his  father's  death,  when  he  and  his  brother 


George  became  partners  with  I'ayette  O.  in  a 
saw  and  planing  mill,  barrel  and  cheese-box 
factory,  whicli  is  one  of  the  prominent  and 
most  successful  enterprises  in  Java.  Mr. 
Richardson  has  recently  bought  his  brother 
George's  interest,  and  now  has  half-control  of 
both  mill  and  factory.  Two  interesting  chil- 
dren, Winnie,  aged  eight,  and  Mai'guerite,  in 
her  third  year,  make  sunshine  in  the  home  of 
their  parents.  Mr.  Richardson  is  a  Master 
Mason  of  the  North  Java  Lodge. 


CiDWARD  R.  CREVELING,  an  es- 
R     teemed   resident   of   Mount   Morris,  is 

**Ba«»'  numbered  among  the  substantial  ami 
enterprising  business  men  of  the  place.  He 
was  born  here  on  Sej^tember  9,  1851,  being  a 
son  of  John,  Jr.,  and  Elizabeth  (  R ittenhouse) 
Creveling.  His  grandfather,  John  Creveling, 
Sr.,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  New  Jersey, 
removed  from  there  with  wife  and  children  to 
the  Empire  State,  ami  settled  in  IMount  Mor- 
ris in  1834,  the  entire  journey  being  made 
with  teams.  He  was  a  contractor,  and  worked 
on  the  canal  during  the  time  of  its  construc- 
tion, making  Mount  Morris  his  place  of  resi- 
dence until  his  decease. 

John  Creveling,  Jr.,  was  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey in  September,  1826,  being  consequently 
but  eight  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  this  county-  After  securing  a 
practical  education  in  the  district  school,  he 
embarked  in  agricultural  i)ursuits,  and  b}'  in- 
dustrious application  and  the  exercise  of  good 
judgment  in  the  management  of  his  affairs 
became  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers  of 
this  locality.  He  began  the  work  of  life  on 
a  farm  in  the  town  of  Mount  Morris,  which 
he  occupied  till  1865,  when  he  nio\ed  on  to  a 
farm  which  he  purchased  in  the  town  of  West 
Sparta,  and  which  he  still  owns.  .After  resiil- 
ing  there  for  twent}  -hve  years,  in  i  S90  he 
removed  to  Tuscarora,  in  the  town  of  Mount 
Morris,  where  he  has  since  continued  farming 
operations  on  an  extensive  scale,  owning  and 
managing  some  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 
Of  his  union  with  Elizabeth  Rittenhouse,  the 
daughter  of  Allison  ami  Mary  Rittenhouse, 
the  following  children   were    born:  Wilson 
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M.,  who  married  Cora  E.  Perine,  and  has  one 
child,  Charles;  i\Ii".s.  Mar)'  A.  Williams; 
John  E.,  who  mairied  Harriet  lloaglan;  and 
Edward  R.,  of  whom  we  write.  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Rittenhoiise  Creveling  died  June  11, 
18S7,  ayed  sixty  years. 

Julward  Rittenhoiise  Crevelin^^  received  his 
elementary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  tuwn,  ami  this  was  supplemented 
by  a  higher  course  of  study  at  the  academy  in 
Nunda.  He  remained  beneath  the  parental 
roof-tree  until  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he 
entered  the  store  of  Mr.  Lyman  Ayrault  as  a 
clerk,  remaining  thus  employed  for  three 
years.  Then  taking  upon  himself  the  cares 
and  responsibilities  of  married  life,  Mr.  Creve- 
ling  turned  his  attention  to  tilling  the  soil, 
but  after  a  year's  experience  abandoned  that 
occupation,  and  moved  with  his  family  to  the 
village  of  Tuscarora.  There  he  opened  a 
store  for  general  merchandise,  and  for  a  period 
of  eighteen  }'ears  was  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful merchants  of  that  place.  In  1891  he  set- 
tled in  the  village  of  Mount  Morris,  and  was 
for  one  year  associated  with  the  banking  firm 
of  Bingham  Brothers,  by  his  honesty,  fidelity, 
and  upright  business  methods  readily  winning 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom 
he  had  dealings. 

An  imp(jrtant  step  in  the  career  of  Mr. 
Creveling  was  his  marriage  with  Miss  Cora 
E.  Ik'rgen,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Har- 
riet J.  Bergen,  of  Mount  Morris;  and  this  was 
solemnized  in  1S74.  Three  children  were 
born  of  their  union,  namely:  Howard  B.,  who 
is  now  Deputy  Postmaster  at  Mount  Morris; 
Julia  A.;  and  Edward  \V.  Politically,  Mr. 
Creveling  has  always  been  a  warm  suijportcr 
of  the  principles  promulgated  by  the  Demo- 
cratic party;  and  his  first  Presidential  vote, 
cast  in  1872,  was  for  Horace  Greeley.  While 
he  was  a  resident  of  Tuscarora,  he  served  as 
Postmaster  from  1885  until  i88g,  having 
been  appointed  by  President  Cleveland.  He 
was  also  Session  Justice  for  two  terms,  and 
during  the  past  seven  years  has  served  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace.  Socially,  Mr.  Creveling  is 
a  Eree  IVIason,  and  both  he  and  his  excellent 
wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church. 


-I^:^EV.  WILLIAM  T.  WILBER,  pastor 
I  of  the  St.  Vincent's  Catholic  Church 

I in  Attica,   was   born  in  Lockport, 
Niagara  C<junty,  N.V.     His  father, 

i  Joshua  Wilber,  the  third  of  the  name,  a  resi- 
dent of  Lockport,  X.Y.,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Norwich,  Conn.  His  great-grandfather, 
Joshua  Wilber,  was  a  resident  of  S(Hith  Kings- 
ton, R.I.  His  grandfather,  Joshua  Wilber, 
Jr.,  a  native  of  South  Kingston,  R.I.,  where 
he  was  a  farmer,  married  Miss  Mary  Jane 
Allen,  of  Norwich,  Conn.  They  had  but  the 
one  son,  named  Joshua,  who  became  the  father 
of  the  chief  character  of  this  sketch.  The 
grandfather  dietl  before  attaining  to  middle 
life;  and  his  widow  some  time  afterward  be- 
came the  wife  of  Angel  1  Sheldon,  two  chil- 
dren being  the  result  of  this  union.  Mrs. 
Sheldon  died  in  Rhode  Island  in  i88g,  aged 
about  eighty-five  years. 

Joshua  Wilber  (father)  on  growing  up 
learned  the  tailor's  trade  and  later  the  print- 
ing business.  He  next  studied  medicine,  and 
became  a  druggist.  This  was  about  forty 
years  ago.  Mr.  Wilber  married  twice.  His 
first  wife  was  Miss  Mary  Mickey,  of  Ireland, 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Alice  Hickey,  who 
came  over  about  1850,  soon  after  the  potato 
famine.  They  first  went  to  Quebec,  but  in  a 
short  time  crossed  over  to  the  American  side, 
and  settled  in  Lockport.  I\Ir.  Hickey  was  a 
farmer  of  the  hjcality  many  years,  and  with 
his  wife  brought  up  a  family  of  nine  children, 

I  three  sons  and  six  daughters;  but  all  are  gone 
now,  save  two  of  the  daughters.  James 
Hickey  was  one  of  the  sons,  and  in  the  time 
of  the  Civil  War  was  a  volunteer  in  the  Irish 
regiment.  His  poor  old  mother  tried  to  dis- 
suade him  frcjm  enlisting;  but  young  blood 
cannot  always  withstand  the  excitement  of  a 

i  declared  war,  and  James  was  among  those  who 
wanted  to  be  in  the  thick  of  it.  He  liad  his 
desire,  but  it  cost  him  his  precious  life.  He 
was  killed  in  the  sanguinary  battle  of  Cold 
Harbor.  He  was  a  young  man  of  vahjr,  and 
his  name  is  treasured  among  those  who  laid 
down  their  lives  so  worthily  for  their  adopted 
country. 

!  Mrs.  Joshua  Wilber,  sister  of  this  soldier 
I  and  mother  of  William  T.  Wilber,  was  a  de- 
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sccndant  of  Catholic  parents;  but  her  husband, 
Joshua  W'ilbcr,  was  a  strict  Congregational ist. 
However,  after  niucii  reading,  careful  thought, 
and  investigation,  he  was  converted  to  the 
Roman  Cath(dic  faitli,  and  has  since  been  a 
devoted  adlierent  of  thai  cluirch.  Their  chil- 
dren, wlio  were  three  in  number,  William  T., 
George  A.,  and  Joshua  h'rank,  all  have  learned 
the  i^rinter's  trade,  (ieorge  and  Frank  are  at 
the  ]jresent  time  C()ni[)ositors  in  the  office  of 
the  Rochester  J I  o  alii.  I'^rank  is  an  overseer 
of  the  type-setting  department,  where  a  very 
intricate  and  delicate  machine  is  used,  one 
which  has  been  in  an  ex|)eri mental  stage  for 
the  past  twent)'-ii\'e  sears,  but  has  now  be- 
come a  finished  success.  About  ten  of  these 
machines  are  in  use  in  the  building;  and,  as 
they  are  so  delicately  made,  only  a  true 
mechanical  genius  can  handle  them.  Both 
these  brothers  are  married,  and  have  families. 
Joshua  Wilber  married  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Katherine  .S[)0(iner,  of  Brooklyn,  N.\'. 

William  T.  Wilber,  the  eldest  of  the  three 
Jjrothers,  was  educatetl  at  the  f.ockport  Union 
Scho(jl  and  at  the  Niagara  University,  where 
he  was  ordained  in  1SS5,  and  from  which  he 
was  sent  to  be  assistant  priest  in  \W'st  Sen- 
eca, lu'ie  County,  and  later  assistant  in  l^a- 
tavia,  Genesee  Counts'.  In  1887  he  became 
pastor  of  the  churcli  at  Dayton,  Cattaraugus 
County,  where  he  remained  two  years;  and  in 
1889  he  came  to  Attica  to  take  full  charge  of 
St.  Vincent's  I'arish.  This  is  a  fine  church 
property.  The  eilifice  was  built  in  18S2,  ami 
is  located  on  ICast  Avenue  and  Walnut  Street. 
The  present  location,  so  fine  and  commanding, 
was  originally  a  low  mud-fiat;  and  its  recla- 
mation is  a  great  advantage  to  the  cit}-.  St. 
Vincent's  Parish  already  numbers  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  souls,  and  is  well  holding  its 
own  under  the  guidance  of  its  present  efficient 
pastor  and  priest,  I''ather  Wilber. 

Although  comi)aratively  young  in  years,  his 
work  represents  more  than  ordinary  ability. 
He  is  a  luan  of  research  in  many  fields  of 
knowletlge,  and  es|)ecially  in  those  writings 
which  treat  of  the  tenets  of  the  R(unan  Catho- 
lic faith.  The  Rev.  William  T.  Wilber  is 
a  gentleman  of  pleasing,  genial  temperament, 
free  from  narrowness  and  dogmatic  severity. 


I'or  his  many  engaging  cpuilities  of  mind  and 
heart  I'^ither  Wi Iber  is  li igli I}' esteemed  amcjiig 
his  I'rotestant  brethren,  as  well  as  anu^ng 
those  who  are  so  fortunate  as  to  belong  to  his 
pastorate. 


Y^l'^MLTCU  C.  SHORT,  one  of  the  town 
I  Jl  officers  of  Livonia,  Li\'ingston  County, 
JLJf   ■  X.V.,  was  born  in  Richmond,  On- 
tario Count}',  October  24,  1825. 
His  grandfathei",  l'hili|i  .Short,  was  a  nati\'e 
of  Massachusetts,  and  came  to  Li\ingston 
County  about  1796,  l)ringing  liis  goods  and 
chattel'^  in  an  ox  wagon,  aiul  luaking  the  j(jur- 
ney  on  toot,  'bhe  tract  of  land  which  he 
bought  at  the  fcjot  of  lleiulock  Lake  is  still 
owned  by  one  of  his  descenilants.  He  died  in 
1 8 10;  and  his  son,  who  bore  his  name,  after 
completing  the  prescribed  text-book  course  of 
the  district  school,  took  the  management  and 
control  ot  the  i)aternal  homestead  in  Livonia, 
building  a  frame  house,  whicli  was  held  to- 
gether by  wrought  nails,  at  that  time  rarely 
used  in  the  country  tlistricts. 

Mr.  l'hili[^  Short,  Jr.,  afterward  moved  to 
Richmontl,  Ontario  Count)',  where  he  built  a 
log  house,  in  which  the  original  of  this 
memoir  was  born,  'bhis  humble  abode  was 
in  the  course  ol  tiirie  re|)laced  by  a  more  eom- 
moilious  frame  dwelling,  and  the  father  be- 
came prosperous  as  the  tide  of  years  swejjt  on. 
He  owned  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
Richrjiond  and  four  hundred  in  Li\onia,  be- 
sides other  property  in  the  vicinits  .  He  was 
seventy-five  years  of  age  when  he  dieil.  He 
married  Miss  Almira  Cargill;  and  to  them 
six  children  were  born  —  Leiuuel  C,  Almiia, 
Warren  D.,  Xathan,  Caroline,  and  Sarah.  The 
first  ami  second  named  daughters  li\e  in  Michi- 
gan. Their  mother  was  seventy-four  years  old 
when  she  died.  The  father  had  been  first  mar- 
ried to  a  Miss  Briggs,  b\-  whom  he  had  se\en 
children.  Ransom  being  the  onh  one  li\  ing. 

Mr.  Lemuel  C.  Short  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  Livonia  and  at  the  Genesee 
Wesleyan  Seminary  of  Lima.  He  ])urchased 
from  his  fathei'  the  farm  upon  which  he  now 
li\es,  and  owns  one  aUo  at  Glenville.  His 
possessions  in  the  town  cover   two  humlred 
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and  fifty  acres.  The  biiil(lin<(s  on  the  prop- 
erty in  the  country  were  entirely  dcstroyeci  by 
fire  in  1891,  and  Mi".  Short  has  since  resided 
at  his  phice  in  Ifenilock  Lake  village.  He 
married  Mary  J.  Robinson,  of  Massachusetts, 
their  nine  children  —  Fredlen,  Inez,  Henry, 
Kitty,  Lewis  L.,  lulwin  .S.,  Daisy  M.,  James, 
anil  Nellie  —  all  being  deceased  except  Lewis 
L.,  Edwin  S.,  and  Daisy  AL  Lewis  married 
Miss  Carrie  Westbrook,  and  lives  in  Livonia. 
Daisy,  who  married  Mr.  01  is  Ik'arn,  is  also  a 
resident  of  the  same  town,  and  lulwin  S.  is  at 
home;  so  Mr.  antl  Mrs.  .Short  have  their  chil- 
dren who  have  been  left  to  gladden  their  de- 
clining years  close  at  hand  to  cheer  and  com- 
fort them. 

Mr.  .Short  deserves  the  esteem  in  which  his 
neighbors  hold  him.  He  has  been  Commis- 
sioner for  six  years,  having  also  served  as  In- 
spector of  Elevators  and  Overseer  of  the  Poor, 
and  has  discharged  the  duties  of  these  offices 
faithfully  and  satisfactoril\-.  His  first  Presi- 
ilential  vote  was  cast  fur  Zachary  Taylor,  the 
Whig  candidate,  in  1848.  He  has  been  a  loyal 
Republican  since  the  formation  of  that  party. 


/  ^  AD  C.  PARKIER,  a  resident  farmer 
V  |ST  of  Sheldon,  X.V.,  was  born  at  Mar- 
cellus,  Onondaga  County,  September 
21,  1826.  In  1827  his  father,  Charles  Parker, 
settled  in  Wyoming  County,  in  the  town  of 
.Sheldon,  wliich  was  originally  a  part  of  the 
ILdland  Purchase.  The  pro])erty  was  known 
as  the  Jotham  Godfrey  farm,  and  consisted  of 
forty  acres,  ten  more  of  a  fine  high  knoll  hav- 
ing been  added  for  a  building  lot. 

Mr.  Parker's  grandfather,  .Samuel  Parker, 
who  was  a  man  of  considerable  wealth,  also 
came  from  Marcel lus  abf)ut  eighteen  months 
later,  and  purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres,  situatetl  on  Barber's  Hill,  where 
Charles  Parker  and  his  family  lived  for  some 
five  years.  Grandfather  Parker  was  born  in 
Vermont  in  1777,  September  22,  and  married 
on  January  16,  1797,  in  Onomlaga  County, 
Miss  Asenath  V.  Lawrence,  daughter  of  Colo- 
nel Bigelow  Lawrence.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  first,  Catherine,  wife  of  L.  P. 
Lawrence;  second,   Sanford   C,  a   lawyer  of 


note  in  Onondaga  County;  third,  Charles,  the 
father  of  Gad  C.  ;  ftnu  th,  an  infant  daughter, 
who  died;  fifth,  Candace  D.,  wife  of  Jac(;b  M. 
Cook;  sixlli,  P\mny  .S.,  wife  (jf  Riley  Curtis; 
seventh,  (George  B.,  who  was  superintendent 
of  a  salt  manufactory,  and  later  associated 
with  a  bank  at  .Syracuse;  eighth,  Lawrence, 
who  married  I'~annie  Barber,  and  practised  law 
in  Lockport,  111.  Lawrence  Paiker  died  Au- 
gust 21,  1879,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years, 
leaving  five  daughters  and  one  son,  all  of 
whom  had  families  except  George  B.,  who  was 
married  but  had  no  chiltlren.  Mr.  Parker's 
grandmother  died  in  1839,  aged  sixty-five,  his 
grandfather   Parker   in    1849,  mother  in 

1869.  Sanford  C.  Parker's  wife  and  George 
B.  Parker  also  died  in  1869,  so  that  the  num- 
ber nine  seems  to  ha\'e  had  a  peculiar  signifi- 
cance in  the  Parker  family. 

Charles  Parker,  son  of  Samuel  and  Asenath, 
was  born  September  26,  1802.  He  was  mar- 
ried April  25,  1825,  to  .Sally  Libolt,  who  was 
born  August  28,  1804,  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.Y.,  of  Dutch  jiarentage.  It  is  a  family 
tradition  that  her  grandfather  in  coming  from 
Holland  lost  a  large  amount  of  treasure  by 
shipwreck.  Her  father's  family  consisted  of 
the  following:  Jacob,  Abrani,  Ilenr)',  Cathe- 
rine, l^liza,  antl  Almira.  In  January,  1827, 
Mr.  Charles  Parker  moved  on  to  the  Holland 
Purchase,  bu\  ing  fifty  acres  of  land,  a  part  of 
the  farm  now  owned  by  his  sons.  Gad  C.  and 
Guy  IL,  tliey  having  bought  it  of  him  in 
1868.  A/ter  the  sale  of  this  property  Charles 
Parker  bought  a  ])lace  for  himself  in  Varys- 
burg  with  fifty  acres  of  laml  near  the  village, 
and  living  there  dealt  somewhat  in  stock,  and 
also  owned  and  operated  part  of  a  grist-mill. 
In  the  last  few  years  of  his  life  his  health  was 
much  impaired.     He  died  October  15,  188 1. 

Gad  C.  Parker  was  the  first-lxuai  of  three 
children  of  Charles  and  Sally  (  Lilxdt)  Parker. 
His  sister  ICliza  was  the  wife  of  Dr.  Watson, 
deceaseil,  late  of  \'arysburg.  In  1868  he  and 
his  brother,  Ciuy  II. ,  bmight  of  their  father 
the  homesteail  farm,  then  consisting  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  for  which,  includ- 
ing the  stock  and  equipments,  they  paid  the 
sum  of  se\'en  thousand  thdlars.  Previ(jus  to 
the  Civil   War  two  bundled  acres  h;ul  been 
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inirchased  by  Air.  Gail  C.  Parker,  making  in 
all  three  huntlred  and  twenty  acres.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-sixth  New  York  X'olunteer  Infan- 
try, Company  II.,  and  returned  in  1865  as 
I''irst  Lieutenant,  ha\  in^^  served  with  his  com- 
pany from  Xiivembei',  1863,  to  the  ch^se  of 
the  war.  His  regiment  was  with  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  one  year,  and  in  September, 
1863,  went  to  the  relief  of  I'iosecrans.  It 
was  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  until 
Sejjtember,  1864,  and  then  composed  a  jiart  of 
the  left  wing  of  Sherman's  army  on  its  fimious 
march  through  Georgia  to  the  sea.  Lieuten- 
ant Parker  was  in  twenty-two  engagements, 
and  skirmishes  innumerable,  never  having 
lost  a  day's  service,  and  came  out  in  perfect 
condition,  merely  having  been  hit  by  a  sjjent 
ball  at  Gettysburg. 

He  was  originally  a  comrade  of  Gibbs  Post, 
No.  130,  Grand  Ami)-  of  the  Republic,  at 
Warsaw,  but  later  became  a  charter  member 
of  Buford  Post  at  Johnsonsburg,  and  was  their 
first  Commander,  serving  five  years,  and  was 
obliged  to  decline  a  furtlier  election.  lie  at- 
tended Grand  Army  encampments  at  Denver, 
Minneapolis,  and  I'ittsburg. 

Mr.  Parker  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  of  War- 
saw Chapter.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He 
has  travelled  extensively  in  this  country,  hav- 
ing visited  seventeen  different  .States  ir^  the 
Union.  He  is  uiunarried.  Jlis  brother,  Guy 
IL  Parker,  married  ]5etsey  Allen,  and  has 
three  children — -George  B.,  married  and  a 
teacher;  McUgarct,  aged  twelve;  and  Roy, 
aged  eleven  years.  Mr.  I'arker  is  twenty 
years  older  than  his  brother,  with  whom  he  is 
associated.  They  keep  twenty-five  to  thirty- 
five  grade  Durham  cows,  sending  milk  to  the 
creamery  one  mile  away.  Their  dwelling  was 
erected  by  their  father  in  r8^6,  and  thoroughly 
remodelled  by  them  in  1891. 


-01 IX  PAkXAKl),  Sr.,  father  of  Will- 
iam and  John  Barnard,  of  Avon,  Liv- 
ingston  C(junty,  N.Y.,   was  born  in 
I'.ngland.     He   came   to  Canada  as  a 
soldier  in  llie  Jlngli^h  army,  and  eventually 


settled  in  Avon,  where  he  was  for  many  years 
a  clerk  in  the  llotel  St.  George.  He  after- 
ward devoted  himself  t(j  agriei-dt ure,  having 
bought  a  farm  in  the  \'illage,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four.  He  married  Cathe- 
rine Ikwrows,  who  was  born  on  the  ocean  while- 
her  parents  were  crossing  from  their  home-  in 
ICngland  to  America.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bainard 
reared  these  children,  namely:  Nelson, 
married  Louisa  Chase,  and  had  one  son, 
]-"red ;  Charles;  George,  who  mai-rietl  Iiliza- 
beth  Jones;  Mary  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years;  I'lmily,  who  ]jassed  away 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine;  Amelia,  who  mai"i"ied 
Daniel  i^rown,  of  Avon;  Maria,  who  marrietl 
William  Allison,  and  had  one  daughter,  now 
the  widow  of  Robert  Balch;  William;  and 
J  ohn. 

The  two  brothers  last  named  are  the  only 
survivors.  'I'hey  were  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  have  always  lived  on  the  old 
homestead  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  'I'hey 
can  remember  when  there  were  no  modein 
bridges  over  the  Genesee  River,  and  when  all 
the  cloth  used  by  the  family  was  woven  arid 
spun  b)'  their  mother.  William  and  John 
Barnard  have  never  mairied.  'ihey  have 
voted  the  Rejniblican  ticket  since  the  forma- 
tion of  that  parly,  to  the  ijrincijdes  of  which 
they  give  their  hearty  support,  and  all  ihe 
g(jod  works  of  tlie  town  receive  their  eheeiliil 
C(j-operation. 


ILLIAM   W.    KILLII',   a  Manvman 


by  biilh,  ha^  been  for  moi'e  than 
lorty  years  a  le^idenl  of  (ieneseo, 
N.  v.,  being  a  citizen  of  much  jiromiuenee  in 
civic  and  social  affairs,  as  well  as  in  musical 
circles.  llewasb(jrn  in  the  Isle  of  .Man  in 
June,  1826.  iii^  tathei,  whosi-  n.une  was 
John  Killip,  was  the  inheritor  of  a  line  farm 
in  the  ]jarish  of  Hallaugh,  in  the  norlheiii  pait 
(jf  the  inland.  He  was  well  educated,  a  n)an 
of  influence  in  the  parish,  and  the  tifth  John 
Killip  who  had  inherited  that  farm,  and  wh<j 
lived  and  died  thereon. 

X'er)-  soon  aftei"  his  death,  in  .April,  1844, 
William  W. ,  who  had  the  misfortune  of  being 
a  thiid  >on,   came  to  the   I'nited  .Statis,  and 
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found  employment  in  a  clothini^r  store  in  Roch- 
ester, N.  \'.  In  Se|)teml)er,  i<S5i,  Mr.  Killip 
moved  to  (leneseo,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
He  was  faii  l)'  successful  in  liis  clothing  store, 
hut  the  husiness  was  not  conj^enial.  The  fani- 
il)'  was  a  musical  one.  He  was  a  fine  singer, 
passionatel}'  loud  of  the  art,  and  had  conducted 
the  nuisic  in  St.  Paul's  Church  in  Rochester, 
where  he  had  a  choir  of  ho)-s  in  i(S50,  which 
i.s  belie\ed  to  ha\e  been  the  introduction  of 
boy  choirs  in  this  country.  Upon  his  arrival 
at  Geneseo  he  was  put  in  charge  of  the  music 
at  St.  Michael's,  and  was  the  organist  and 
c(jnductor  of  that  choir  for  nearly  forty  years. 

In  the  summer  of  1S57  Mr.  Killip  gave  up 
the  clothing  store,  anil  devoted  himself  exclu- 
sively to  the  study  ot  music  in  the  Normal 
Music  School  at  North  Reading",  Mass.  This 
school  was  a  national  one,  the  students  being 
])iincipal ly  teachers  of  music.  Nearly  ever)' 
State  in  the  I'nion  was  re[jresented  there. 
Dr.  Lowell  Mason  was  its  principal.  Dr. 
Cicorge  l'\  Root,  (leoige  James  Webb,  and 
i)thers  were  teachers. 

Mr.  Killip  soon  won  a  high  jjosition  in  the 
school.  He  attained  great  proficiency  in  his 
chosen  iiiotession  ;  and  in  he  founded  a 

noinial  music  school  in  Geneseo,  of  which  he 
was  iM'incipal.  Professor  James  M.  Tracey, 
then  just  returned  from  his  stutlies  in  Leii>- 
sic,  and  now  for  man)'  )ears  a  teacher  in  the 
H(jston  Conser\ator)'  ot  Music,  was  the  teacher 
of  the  jjianoforte.  The  \  i  1  lage  soon  became  a 
centre  at  musical  influence.  Messrs.  Hassini, 
15ratlbury,  Cook,  North,  and  other  celebrated 
teacheis  came  here  antl  gave  lessons.  These, 
however,  were  not  connectetl  with  Mr.  Killip's 
school,  which  proved  a  great  success.  Musical 
compositions  of  the  highest  order  were  ren- 
dered. The  ".Messiah  "  was  gi\en  repeatetlly; 
so  was  the  opera  of  "The  Hohemian  Girl,'' 
the  cantata  of  "  I'he  Haymakers,"  and  lighter 
works,  such  as  "Lailla"  and  "The  Flower 
(Jueen.  "  During  the  winter,  when  the  school 
had  no  session,  Mi'.  Killip  was  constantly  en- 
gaged as  director  and  conductor  of  musical 
societies  and  conventions,  and  became  widely 
known  as  a  skilful  and  learned  exponent  of 
music. 

In  1871  he  was  appointed  b)'  General  Grant 


Postmaster  of  Geneseo,  being  reaiipointed  in 
1875,  antl  again  in  1879.  The  same  )ear 
(1871)  he  was  a])pointeil  managei"  (jf  the  West- 
ern Union  lelegiaph  Compaii)',  and  still  re- 
tains the  position.  He  has  also  been  Com- 
missioner of  the  United  .States  Dej)osit  P'und 
for  Li\ingston  Count)'.  He  has  ser\ed  the 
town  as  Assessor,  aiul  is  now  and  has  been 
for  many  years  its  Overseer  ol  the  Poor.  He 
has  been  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  \  illage,  a 
member  of  its  Hoard  of  Health,  and  is  now  its 
Secretar)'.  He  is  the  agent  ot  the  iXmeiican 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Ani- 
mals, anil  also  the  Treasurer  ot  the  Masonic 
Lodge.  He  is  one  of  the  W'arilens  of  the  Lpisr 
copal  church,  and  for  a  series  of  \ears  has  l)cen 
a  delegate  to  the  Diocesan  Councils  of  that 
body,  and  a  member  of  its  missionary  board. 

In  1850  Mr.  Killi])  was  married  to  Mary 
Morrison,  daughter  of  Mi".  John  Morrison,  a 
well-known  citizen  of  Rochestei".  Mrs.  Killij) 
died  in  1888,  leaving  two  daughters.  The 
elder,  Mary  K.  ,  was  the  wife  of  Mr.  W.  K. 
Walker,  a  di'uggist  residing  in  Lansing, 
Mich.;  she  died  in  that  city  in  June,  i8(;3. 
Mrs.  Walker  was  an  accom|)l  ished  musician, 
and  the  first  teacher  of  the  pianoforte  in  the 
(jcneseo  -State  Noinial  School.  The  other 
daughter,  Carrie  J.,  is  still  living  with  her 
father.  A  son,  Horace  Shepard  Killip, 
died  in  his  twelfth  )'ear,  in  1869.  ^Another 
daughter  died  in   infanc)'  in  1853. 

Mr.  Killip  is  now  in  great  measure  retiied, 
though  still  giving  valuable  service  in  the 
Geneseo  .State  Normal  .Schoid,  conducting  the 
school  orchestra,  and  arranging  the  music  for 
the  various  societies  connected  with  that  insti- 
tution. He  is  a  inan  of  strong  jiersonal ity, 
a  natural  leader,  one  who  has  led  a  bus)-  life, 
full  ol  kindly  aiius,  generous  purposes,  and 
usetui  activities.  His  |)oitiait  on  a  preced- 
ing page  will  l)e  lecognized  and  appreciated 
by  many  who  turn  over  the  leaves  of  this 
V(dume. 


LjRNEST    ALHI^RTI   DURFP:L,   a  not- 
R     ably  prosperous  citizen  of  Middlebury, 
'  N.V.,  was   born  July  29,    1826,  in 
Fall  River,  Mass.     His  jxiternal  grandfather, 
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Captain  William  Durfcc,  was  a  farmer  in  that 
State.  Follinviiii;  the  (;l(l-fashi()ned  method 
(jf  winnowiii^^'  grain,  it  is  said  that  Cai)tain 
Duifee  canght  a  severe  cold  from  the  draught, 
which  resulted  in  his  death.  The  four  chil- 
dren who  survixetl  him  were:  Ahbie,  Mary, 
William,  and  Thomas. 

The  la.st-iiamed  son,  who  was  born  in  1801, 
and  who  came  to  Wyoming  County  in  1831, 
married  Sarah  Orswell;  and  of  this  mariiage 
the  subject  of  the  present  sketch  was  born. 
I\Irs.  Durfee's  father,  lienjamin  Orswell,  was 
a  sailor,  whose  home  was  I'\all  River,  Mass., 
where  he  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty 
years,  his  wife  lixing  to  be  ninety.  Tlujmas 
Uurfee  bought  at  different  times  land  amount- 
ing to  three  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  upon 
which  he  put  many  im[)rovements,  and  which 
year  by  year  grew  in  value.  Nine  children 
were  born  to  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Orswell) 
Durfee  —  Thaddcus,  who  died  at  ten  years  of 
age;  Ernest  A.,  of  this  sketch;  Orlando,  liv- 
ing at  home:  Regina,  who  married  Mr.  John 
Si)rague,  and  died,  leaving  four  children; 
()rpha,  wh(j  married  Mr.  Randolph  Wight, 
and  lives  in  California;  Mar)',  now  Mrs.  M. 
Chase,  (jf  Warsaw,  N.Y.;  Abbie,  Mrs.  George 
Norman,  of  iioston,  Mass.  ;  Charles,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  i\ose  Henderson,  and  lives  in  Wyo- 
ming, N.Y.;  and  Thomas,  jr.,  of  I'ontiac, 
Mich.  Thomas  Durfee  remained  in  Wyoming 
from  the  time  of  his  settlement  in  this  county, 
in  his  forty-eighth  year,  until  his  death.  He 
was  killed  b)'  a  falling  tree.  His  \vidow 
reached  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  Both  were 
liberal  sup|)oiteis  of  rel igious  and  benevolent 
enterprises.  He  was  an  active  ])olitician, 
bjing  affili;ited  with  the  Whig  and  afterward 
with  the  Republican  |)arty,  and  was  for  years 
a  Supervisor  of  the  county  before  its  division. 

ICrnest  A.  Durfee  was  educated  in  tlie  Wyo- 
ming i\cadem)',  and  at  twenty-one  years  of 
age  went  to  California  in  the  mining  busi- 
ness, lint  retuined  to  New  York  in  1850, 
c;illed  thither  by  the  death  of  his  father  just 
thirteen  months  after  he  had  left  home.  He 
immeiliately  took  charge  of  the  estate,  which 
has  under  his  able  management  Ijecomc  one  of 
the  most  valuable  in  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try.    An    orchard    of    four    thousand  trees, 


which  he  set  out  about  twenty  years  ago,  is  in 
magnificent  bearing  condition,  and  another 
orchard  of  ten  acres  )'ielils  abundant  crops 
of  pears  of  various  hue  varieties.  An  osage- 
orange  hedge,  which  he  set  out  some  years 
ago,  is  the  finest  in  the  ccumt}'.  Besides 
being  the  largest  and  most  successful  fiuit 
grower  in  this  region,  Mr.  Durfee  is  also 
greatly  interested  in  stock,  and  has  bred  some 
remarkably  fine  blootletl  horses,  cattle,  and 
shee]j.  Beans  and  grain  are  abundant  crops 
on  the  Durfee  farm,  and  Mr.  Ernest  A.  ]Jur- 
fee  luis  shown  an  unusual  facilit\'  in  conduct- 
ing the  various  brandies  of  agricidtural  and 
horticultural  enterprise  in  which  he  has  been 
engaged.  Althcuigh  he  is  a  single  man,  his 
busy  life  seems  to  be  full  and  complete  with 
its  daily  rounil  of  duties  and  its  manif(dd 
interests. 


RANKLIN  J.  CLAl'P,  a  practical 
farmer  of  the  modern  type,  was  born 
in  York,  in  the  western  ])art  of  Living- 
ston County,  in  1842,  and  from  that  time  to 
the  pi'cseiit  has  been  a  resident  of  the  town, 
although  he  has  not  alwaxs  lived  in  the  same 
place.  The  tu'^t  (arm  purchased  ))}■  him  was 
at  Cireigs\'ille,  where  he  resided  for  three 
yeais.  In  1870  he  bought  the  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  filty  acres  in  the  south-west  part 
of  the  t(jwn  whicli  he  now  occupies. 

His  grandfather,  Nathan  B.  Clapp,  who  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  emigrated  from  that 
State  to  New  York,  and  settled  in  Livingston 
County.  He  brought  his  wife  and  six  chil- 
dren, the  journey  being  made  in  a  lumljer 
wagon,  in  which  were  packed  all  their  worhll}' 
possessions.  Mr.  Clark  bought  fitt\'  acies  ol 
uncultis'ated  laml,  which  he  cleared,  and  built 
thereon  a  franu-  house,  one  of  the  tir^^t  in  this 
section  of  llu'  conntr\'.  He  was  indu^tiiou^ 
and  eneigelic,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
when  eig"ht)'-two  )-ears  ot  age,  was  the  posses- 
sor of  a  fine  farm  of  one  humlretl  acres.  He 
and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eunice 
Durtee,  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Charles,  h'rastus,  I.uc)',  ICmih, 
Cairie,  Ceoi-ge  W.,  lames  1).,  Thomas  B., 
anil   Lowell   H.     lirastus   Clapp,   the  second 
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son  of  Natlian  and  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  biom'apli)',  was  en^a;4cd  in  farniin;^" 
throughout  his  life,  ownini;  one  hunth'ed  and 
forty  acres  of  lainl.  He  iviarrietl  Mary  A. 
Ki|)pey,  chiu^iiter  of  llu-h  Rippey,  of  York, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  foi  ty-nine  years,  leav- 
ing two  children  h'rankl  in  J.  and  William 
11.  Clapp. 

r'ranklin  J.  Clapp  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  C)f  his  native  town  and  at  Temple 
Hill  Academy  at  Geneseo.  In  1876  he  mar- 
ried Helen  Mcl'^lroy,  the  daughter  (jf  Samuel 
Mcl'^lroy,  of  York  ;  ami  the)  have  reared  three 
children  —  Minnie,  Imki,  and  Clarence  E. 
Mr.  Clajjp  is  a  useful  and  valued  citi/.en.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Jujuitable  Aid  Union  and 
als(j  of  the  .Select  Knights.  He  has  always 
been  a  Republican,  having  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential \ote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864. 


-T^TORACI-:  luXCH.ISH  was  born  Decern- 
-^-j  ber  26,  1 8 14,  at  Norway,  Herkimer 
U  I  County,  N.\'.  His  mother,  iA 
— '  German  descent,  lier  maiden 'name 
being  Mary  Spraker,  was  born  and  reared 
at  Sprakers,  Fulton  County.  She  married 
Thomas  bhiglish,  and  was  the  mother  of  four 
chiUlren  —  Rachel,  Horace,  Elizabeth,  and 
Sarah.  The  father  dying  and  leaving  his 
family  in  very  retluced  circumstances,  tlie 
mother  was  forceil  to  take  ujion  herself  tlu' 
heavy  buixlen  of  sup[K)rting  and  caring  for 
the  children,  duties  which  she  discharged 
faithfully  and  well.  She  was  a  devoted 
(Christian,  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence 
and  ability,  with  a  ver)-  retentive  memory 
aiul  luitiring  energy. 

Horace's  early  life  was  passed  in  poverty 
ami  toil,  with  very  few  advantages  for  getting 
an  education.  His  mother  taught  him  his 
early  lessons.  When  he  was  ten  years  old, 
he  went  to  live  as  a  farmer's  chore  boy  with  a 
Mr.  Richards,  who  was  to  clothe  him  and 
send  him  to  school  three  months  the  first 
vear.     He  provetl  to  he  a  very  hard  master. 

The  boy  went  without  shoes  long  after  the 
frosty  nights  in  the  fall;  and,  being  obliged 
to  arise  in  the  morning  at  the  dawn  "of  day  to 

bring  up  the  cows,  he  would  warm  his  nearly 


frozen  feet  b)'  standing  on  the  ground  where 
the  cows  had  lain  through  the  night.  In  tlie 
fall,  when  he  cimnnenced  going  t(;  sclioid,  he 
was  consitlereil  well  ei|uipped  Icu'  business, 
being  the  possessoi"  ot  a  Willet's  (jeog- 
raphy,  Mui'ra)'"s  Cirannnai",  and  a  spell- 
ing-book. These  he  studied  until  he  could 
rei)eat  them  trom  beginning  to  eml.  The 
next  year  he  fared  somewhat  better.  He  hail 
ten  dollars  in  mone)',  and  his  mother  tur- 
nished  some  of  his  clothing.  The  third  year 
he  luul  thirt)'  dollars,  and  ga\'e  his  mother  fif- 
teen of  it  to  Ini)'  a  cook-sto\e.  hrom  tliat 
time  he  gave  hei'  a  lilieial  jjortiou  ot  liis  eai'n- 
ings  as  long  as  she  lived,  or  till  she  was  over 
eighty  years  of  age. 

He  left  Mr.  Richards  after  the  third  year, 
anil  worked  for  farmers  summer.'^  and  pursued 
his  studies  winters,  at  first  in  the  tlistrict 
school  and  later  at  the  h~airheld  Academ)-, 
then  a  tfourishing  institution  of  learning. 
He  and  another  )'oung  man  frcjm  his  neighbor- 
IkjoiI  roomed  together  and  boarded  themselves. 
After  leax'ing  the  academy  he  taught  school 
for  some  time,  giving  great  satisfaction,  espe- 
cially in  grammar  and  mathematics.  He, 
however,  soon  tired  of  this,  on  account  of  the 
custom  in  those  tlays  of  teachers  "boarding 
around,"  which  was  to  him  very  disagreeable, 
ami  came  to  Newport,  and  was  engageil  as  a 
clerk  in  the  dry-gootis  store  of  Perry  Hiothers 
for  sevei"al  years.  They,  being  anxious  to 
dispose  of  the  stinx'  on  account  of  the  death 
of  one  of  the  brothers,  persuaded  Horace  and 
Lconidas  Ik'nchley  to  take  it.  Horace  soon 
found  that  the  business  required  more  capital 
than  he  could  command,  and  lundng  an  offer 
for  his  interest  acce[)ted  it.  He  then  went  to 
Columbus,  Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  tan- 
ning business  with  his  l.)rother-in-kiw,  Will- 
iam Wellei",  as  a  [lartner.  He  did  not  remain 
in  company  with  liim  very  long,  but  bought 
out  his  ])artner"s  interest,  and  shortly  after 
added  the  manufactiux'  of  boots  and  shoes. 
There  was  very  little  money  in  circulation  at 
the  time,  busincNS  being  mosll\-  transacted  b)' 
exchange,  with  shingles  and  lumber  foi-  cui- 
rency.  Men  would  buiUl  latt^  with  their 
lumber,  tk.en  pile  the  shingles  on  ^l^  the  rafts, 
and  tloat  them  to  market  on  the  Allegan\'  and 
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Ohio  Rivers  to  Cincinnati  and  other  points 
along  the  river.  The  husiness  was  (juite 
profitahle,  but  ver\'  hazardous.  Some  h)st 
their  lives  l)y  beinjj,'  washed  off  the  raits, 
while  otheis  would  come  home  suffering  from 
rheumatism  causeil  b)-  the  great  exposure. 

In  1 S46,  having  been  in  Columbus  about 
ten  years,  Mr.  I'higliNh  suhl  his  projiert)',  and 
in  the  fall  took  a  trij)  through  the  West  as  far 
as  Kansas,  and  was  very  favorably  impressed 
with  the  appearance  of  the  ccnmtry.  He 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  several  gentlemen 
living  there,  who  weie  very  much  interested 
in  intlucing  people  to  settle,  and  made  liim 
some  offers  which  he  thought  were  quite  gen- 
erous, so  concluded  to  accept  them.  He  pur- 
chased a  lot,  let  the  job  of  building  a  ware- 
house; and  in  March,  1856,  he  with  his  wife 
and  her  brother,  Jerome  Weller,  removed  to 
Ouindaro,  Kan.,  on  the  Missouri  River,  and 
engagetl  in  the  forwarding,  commission,  and 
wholesale  grocery  business.  J^esides  being 
very  dangerous,  the  business  was  very  hard 
and  unpleasant  on  account  of  so  many  steam- 
boats landing  in  the  night.  The  slavery 
question  was  being  hotly  contested  at  this 
time,  and  every  free-Stale  man  was  a  target 
foi"  the  slave-State  men  to  shoot  at.  Mrs. 
ICnglish  left  Ouindaro  with  some  friends  from 
Cincinnati  the  1st  (>(  November;  but  Horace 
remained  until  navigation  closed  on  the  river, 
when  he  jcdned  his  wife  in  that  city,  and  re- 
mained until  sj)ring,  boarding  in  the  family 
of  hh'eeman  Cary,  brother  of  the  Hon.  Samuel 
Cary. 

When  the  time  came  for  him  to  return  to 
Ouindaro,  his  evil  star  seemed  to  be  in  tlu'  as- 
cenilant.  In  going  tiom  tlie  hotel  to  the  sta- 
tion in  Cincinnati,  his  valise  was  taken  from 
the  top  of  the  omnibus,  probably  witli  the 
expectation  that  it  contained  mtuiey,  as  he 
drew  quite  a  sum  Irom  the  baid^;  the  day  be- 
fore; and  it  was  never  seen  again.  Wiien  he 
reached  St.  Louis  the  boats  had  not  com- 
menced running,  antl  he  was  obliged  to  take 
tlie  stage.  When  near  lioonville  the  stage 
lijjped  over,  and  his  head  was  so  badly  cut 
that  he  had  to  remain  there  for  some  time. 
Upon  arriving  in  Kansas  he  was  not  feeling 
well,  but  kept  around  until  the  middle  of  the 


summer,  when  he  was  stricken  down  with  a 
fever,  and  remained  ill  for  a  long  time.  i\s 
soon  as  he  was  able  to  be  about,  he  arranged 
his  business  as  best  he  c(Uild,  and  returned  to 
Cincinnati,  a  mere  shadow  of  his  former  self. 
There  are  now  among  his  old  ])apers  notes  for 
large  amounts  due  him  from  men  who  were  at 
that  time  hokling  high  positions  in  the  Terri- 
tory. These  notes  and  accounts  were  put  into 
the  hantls  of  a  lawyer  f(;r  collection;  but 
nothing  was  collecteil,  and  the)'  were  left 
until  outlawed. 

In  he  went  to  hTeeport,  III.,  where  he 

took  tlie  contract  of  fitting  up  the  State  fair 
grounds,  which  provetl  X'ei'y  successful.  In 
i860  he  came  to  Arcaile,  and  engaged  in  the 
tanning  business,  which  he  continued  for 
about  ten  years,  when  his  health  was  so  im- 
paired that  he  sold  out  to  Wilson  &  Clough, 
and  remained  out  of  active  business  for  five  or 
six  years.  He  then  engaged  in  the  jewelr)- 
business  with  A.  H.  Carter,  which  partner- 
ship was  continued  three  years,  when  he  pur- 
chased Mr.  Carter's  interest,  and  took  his  son 
Harlow  in  company  with  him.  They  carried 
on  the  business  very  successfully  together 
until  the  infirmities  of  c)ld  age  were  c|uite 
hea\y  uj^ion  i\Ir.  Knglish,  when  he  s(dd  out  to 
his  son,  who  now  carries  it  on. 

In  1887  Harlow  D.  W.  hhiglish,  his  only 
child,  married  Sarah  K.  .Scliutt,  whom  he 
brougiit  to  the  parental  home,  where  they 
liveil  for  some  time ;  and  in  Hecember,  i88g, 
a  son  was  born  to  them  —  Stuart  Gordon  Eng- 
lish. Horace  hhiglish  was  passionately  lond 
of  children,  and  was  often  seen  to  place  lii> 
hand  upon  a  child's  head  and  ask  (iod  to  bless 
it.  When  he  came  to  ha\e  a  grandchild  of 
his  own,  his  Joy  and  thanksgiving  were  be- 
yond tlescription.  He  watched  over  him  with 
the  greatest  solicitude,  and  could  hardly  be 
separated  Irom  him.  His  home  was  the 
pleasantest  place  on  earth  to  him.  He  was 
always  striving  to  add  to  it  some  new  comfort 
or  convenience,  and  nevei'  had  any  time  to 
hang  around  grog-shoi:)s  and  saloons. 

He  was  a  jiractical  business  man  of  large 
experience,  with  the  principles  of  honesty  and 
righteous  dealing  fiiinlv  implanted  in  his 
natiu"e.     He  was  a  member  ol   the  CoiiLireua- 
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tioiKil  church,  of  which  he  actctl  as  Treasurer 
for  several  years.  lie  was  a  Repuhlican  in 
politics,  neither  seeking;  for  or  carini^  to  hold 
office.  The  last  three  years  of  his  life  were 
very  enjoyahle.  lie  was  a  j^reat  reader,  al- 
ways keepiiiL;'  himself  abreast  of  the  times, 
lie  depai'ted  this  life  March  4,  1893,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  yeais.  In  his  last  ill- 
ness he  received  the  kimlest  and  tenderest 
care,  not  onlv  from  his  own  family,  hut  from 
his  neighliors  and  liMends,  wiio  seemed  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  showing  their  love  and 
respect. 


iRS.  .SARAH  A.  I'lNGLISKl, 
widow  of  Horace  linglish,  who  is 
passing  her  declining  days  very 
quietly  at  her  residence  at  Ar- 
cade, where  she  enjoyed  a  most  hap[)y  wedded 
life  f(-)r  over  thirty  years,  was  horn  at  New- 
jjort,  Herkimer  County,  and  is  of  New  Eng- 
land ancestr}',  being  on  her  mother's  side  the 
descendant  of  a  pioneer  in  that  county.  Her 
father,  Israel  Weller,  established  himself  suc- 
cessfully at  New|:)ort  in  the  hatter's  business, 
but  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  it  through  an 
act  of  generosity  in  the  indorsement  of  notes 
for  the  accommodation  of  fellow  business  men, 
who  eventually  failed,  carrying  their  kind- 
hearted  helper  with  them  in  the  wreck.  Mr. 
Weller  afterward  located  at  b'owlerville  for  a 
time,  and  later  removed  to  I'armersville,  Cat- 
taraugus Count)',  whei'e  he  died  at  about  the 
age  of  sevent}',  leaving  a  widow  and  a  large 
family  of  children,  the  former  proving  her  lo\e 
and  womanly  devotion  by  Ijeing  a  patient  ajid 
ready  helpmate  in  the  hour  of  his  affliction. 

The  mother  of  All's,  hjiglish  was  a  daughter 
of  Uriah  Hawkins,  a  Revolutionary  patriot 
aiul  a  nati\e  of  Rhode  Island,  who  settled  in 
Herkimer  Count)',  residing  at  first  in  a  log 
house  and  undergoing  the  many  vicissitudes 
of  a  pioneer.  He  made  a  gooil  use  of  the  vast 
resources  which,  until  the  advent  of  the  pio- 
neer in  the  ICmpire  .State,  lay  dormant,  and 
died  at  an  ad\anced  age  upon  the  farm  he  had 
industriously  brought  to  a  state  of  fruitful 
cultivation.  His  wife,  Mrs.  linglish's  grand- 
mother,   whose    name    before    marriage  was 


Mary  Keith,  was  a  native  of  .Scotlaiul.  She 
reared  a  famil)'  of  niiie  cliildreii. 

Her  d.iugliter,  .Sally  Hawkins,  Mrs.  Israel 
Weller,  tiie  mother  of  Mrs.  I'jiglish,  h.ul 
tweh'e  children,  ten  of  whom  reached  niatu- 
rity,  among  them  being  the  fcdlowing:  I'red- 
erick  C;  .Sarah  A.;  Joliu  II.;  Ral|ih  ;  and 
JeriJine  H.,  who  was  a  Capt.iin  in  the  Civil 
War,  ami  was  badly  wounded  in  tlie  shoulder. 
Ralph  was  also  in  the  wai',  and  was  shot 
through  the  hand,  the  cords  of  three  of  his 
fingers  being  se\'ered.  l.lo)'il  Weller,  a 
nephew,  and  a  mere  boy,  was  so  fired  with 
patriotism  that  he  \'olunteered,  and  held  the 
rank  of  Corporal.  When  on  picket  duty,  he 
was  shot  through  the  l)od)',  and  died  in  a  few 
hours.  The  other  children  have  all  passed 
away.  The  mother  was  tenderly  caretl  tor 
during  the  sunset  of  her  life  by  her  affection- 
ate daughter,  at  whose  resilience  she  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four,  ha\'ing  been  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  church  for  many  years. 


DWARI)  A.  riKRCb:,  a  highly  esteemed 
citi/.en  and  e\- Postmaster  of  Castile, 
Wyoming  County,  N.\\,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  l')rookl)'n.  Conn.,  January  \2, 
1841.  H  is  grandfather,  Jacob  Tierce,  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  and  was  of  Welsh  descent. 
He  carriei.1  on  a  farm  in  that  State,  ami  died 
there  before  reaching  old  age,  leaving  a  family 
of  seven  children;  namely,  Henry,  Charles, 
Jacob,  (ieorge,  Marcia,  Luc)',  and  David. 

l)a\id  Pierce,  the  eldest  ui  these  children, 
and  father  (T  lulward  A.,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, November  5,  1787.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  the  War  of  1812  h.u'ing  been  tle- 
clared,  he  entered  the  arm)'  as  a  pri\'ate;  and 
at  its  close  he  returned  to  his  former  occupa- 
tion in  the  tanning  and  shoe  business,  which 
he  had  been  learning  since  lea\ing  school, 
and  which  he  now  practised  with  unusual 
success.  In  1844  he  sold  mil,  and  with  his 
famih'  moved  to  the  town  ol  Castile  in  New 
York  -Stale,  where  he  purchased  ab(nit  sixty 
acres  ot  land,  which  IkuI  been  alread\'  i>ul 
under  partial  cultivation.  He  remodelled  the 
various  buildings,  and  improved  the  land, 
creating  for  himself  and  famil)'  a  comfortable 
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and  attractive  home.  Here  he  peacefully 
ended  his  days,  January  6,  1874. 

In  May,  1833,  Daxid  Pierce  was  married  to 
I'^li/.abetli  i\ileii,  who  was  liorn  in  180..',  and 
whose  lather,  Ivphraini  Allen,  was  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island.  lie  was  a  sea  captai  n  :  and  at 
the  time  dl  the  iMcneh  War  he  fell  into  the 
enemy's  hands,  and  was  kejit  in  prison  tor  a 
lon^'  periml  ot  time,  but  finally,  beinjj,  lib- 
erated, he  returned  to  home  and  fidends,  and 
died  serenely  amoiiij,  them  at  last  ot  old  age. 
lie  was  the  father  of  four  children  —  hdiza- 
beth,  i'lphraim.  .Abbie,  and  Julia.  David  and 
I'dizabeth  Tierce  had  three  children.  George, 
born  June  2,  1834,  was  a  member  of  Com|)any 
1'",,  .Second  New  \'ork  Mounted  Rifles,  was 
m(jrtall)-  wounded  in  the  battle  of  retersburg, 
and  died  soon  after,  June  30,  1864,  in  Mount 
rieasant  Hospital  at  Washington;  Edward 
A.  is  the  princijjal  character  of  this  sketch; 
Abbie,  born  May  i,  1838,  died  October  7  of 
the  same  year.  Mrs.  Pierce  lived  to  the 
advanced  age  of  ninet)'-two  years,  both  she 
and  her  husband  being  active  members  of  the 
l'resl))'terian  church  in  Castile.  In  politics 
David  Fierce  was  a  Republican. 

lulward  A.  Pierce  was  three  years  old  when 
his  father  removed  from  Connecticut  to  New 
York  -State,  and  liad  tlie  advantage  afforded  of 
attending  the  district  schools  in  this  locality 
in  his  boyhood.  On  reaching  his  eighteenth 
year  he  went  to  Massachusetts  to  learn  the 
machinist's  trade;  but,  as  in  the  case  of  his 
father,  the  emergenc)'  of  the  country  in  the 
breaking  out  of  a  war  called  for  his  sympathy 
and  aid,  and  accordingly  he  enlisted  in  1861 
in  Company  1',  .Sc\enth  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teeis,  under  Captain  Pliss.  lie  served  as  a 
private  three  \eais,  in  i8r)4  being  in  the 
Armv  of  the  Potomac,  which  was  then  under 
the  connnand  of  (ieneral  Crant,  and  was  in 
the  sanguinary  battle  of  the  Wildeiness,  May 
5  and  6  of  that  year.  After  his  discharge  in 
June  he  did  not  return  home  immediately,  but 
s|)ent  three  years  in  lailroad  operations  in  the 
West.  lie  went  home  later,  however,  and  in 
1868  took  charge  of  the  farm,  remaining  ihere 
for  abcnit  six  years.  I  lis  father's  death  at  that 
time  gave  o]-)portunity  for  a  change ;  and,  aban- 
doning tarming,  he  engaged  in  the  insurance 


business,  until  in  18S8  he  was  appointed  Post- 
master at  Castile.  lie  was  succeeded  in  that 
olfice  alter  his  term  had  expiri  d  by  1,.  d.  Cole- 
man, by  wliom  he  was  madr  l)e|)Ul\'  Postmaster. 

lulwcUil  A.  Pierce  was  married  in  1867  to 
Missjemiie  I,\'neh,  who  wa.i  Iku'u  y\ugust  8, 
1850,  in  I'honiasburg,  (  )nl  irio.  .She  was  a 
(kiugliLei-  of  P'lancis  and  Ratdiel  (Neeilham) 
Lynch,  who  were  the  parents  of  eight  ihildren 

—  Pdizabeth,  Mary,  'Phomas,  P'rancis,  Walter, 
William,  Jennie,  and  John.  Mr.  Lynch,  who 
was  a  piogiussi\-e  farmer,  lived  to  be  seventy- 
eighl  and  his  wife  to  l)e  sixty-eight  years  of 
age.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pierce  have  two  children 

—  Cornelia  M.,  born  March  6,  186S,  whose 
home  is  at  Castile;  and  Ph-ederick  (L,  born 
v\[iril  22,  1872,  who  is  the  head  book-kee|)er 
at  the  Cniou  Car  C()mpan}"s  woiks  in  Huf- 
falo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pierce  are  mend)ers  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  in  Castile. 

Mr.  Pierce  is  a  Reimblican,  and  ser\'ed  as 
a  member  of  the  legislatuie  in  1886  and  1887. 
Besides  being  Postmaster,  he  has  been  Super- 
visor seven  years,  a  Trustee  of  the  corjjoration 
in  successive  terms,  and  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  all  social  and  public  impro\'ements  of 
the  town.  He  is  a  meml;er  of  the  Oakland 
Lodge,  A.  V.  &  A.  M.,  No.  379,  at  Castile, 
Wyoming  Cha[jter,  No.  181,  at  Warsaw,  the 
DeMolay  C(;mmaiulery,  No.  22,  at  lloiaiells- 
\ille,  Steuben  County,  N.\'.,  a  member  of 
the  Corning  Consistory  of  Ccuaiing,  the  Is- 
mail ia  'Pemple  (jf  Buffalo,  and  also  belongs  to 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  I'ellows,  No. 
I,  of  Rochester,  and  Pierce  Post,  No.  488, 
Grantl  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  Castile. 
Mr.  Pierc  ;  has  a  jdeasant  residence  on  Wash- 
ington Street  in  Castile,  where  he  has  gath- 
ered the  refinements  ol  lile  about  him.  lie  is 
a  well-reai]  man,  e\  i(U-nl  1\'  ludd i ng  that  ethi- 
cation  is  a  (.'out  iinious  process,  ami  that  he 
who  would  uplift  as  well  as  cheer  liis  fellows 
must  oiten  hold  converse  with  the  world's 
great  thinkers. 


YOVY  'Pill  ).MPSON,    son  of 

Y^'Y       George    'Phomi)son,    a  Livingston 
^  ^     County   farmer,    is  a  well-known, 
enter[)rising,  and  prosperous  native  citizen  of 
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the  town  of  Ossian,  Livin<j,st()n  County.  He 
made  his  entrance  to  this  world  on  the  Qtli  of 
April,  1866,  being  of  Scottish  ancestry  on  the 
paternal  side. 

Cieorge  Thompson  was  born  in  Scotland, 
and  when  a  mere  boy  started  witli  his  father 
and  miither  for  America.  lioth  ])arents  ilied 
on  the  [iassage  across  the  ocean;  and  he  was 
left  an  ()ii)han  without  means,  having  but 
twenty-five  cents  in  his  jjocket  when  he 
landeil.  He  spent  his  earl}'  years  in  Canada, 
where  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  at 
which  he  worketl  until  about  twenty-five  years 
old.  Having  accumulated  some  money,  he 
came  to  New  York  .State  in  1.S61,  ami  buying 
his  present  pr()i)ert)-  engagetl  in  mixed  bus- 
bandr)'.  Inheriting  in  a  marked  tiegree  the 
habits  of  industr)'  and  thrift  common  to  his 
.Scotch  ancestors,  he  made  great  progress  in 
his  labors,  and  continually  added  to  the  im- 
provements of  his  farm,  which  is  now  one  of 
the  best  in  the  locality.  lie  married  Jane 
Hewes,  a  daughter  of  Owen  Hewes,  an  enter- 
jirising  farmer,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  the  town.  I\Ir.  Hewes  was  one  of  tlie 
brave  men  that  Ossian  sent  to  the  front  dur- 
ing the  late  Rebellion,  having  enlisted  in 
1862  in  Company  G,  Thirteenth  New  York 
X'olunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served 
twenty  months,  being  an  active  participant 
in  many  engagements.  Two  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Thompson  — 
William  (.).,  of  the  present  sketch;  and 
George  G.  l?oth  j^arents  are  practical  Chris- 
tian people  and  consistent  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  of  which  the  father  is  a 
Trustee. 

William  O.  Thompson  has  jiassed  the  majoi' 
])art  of  his  life  on  the  paternal  homestead. 
After  lea\  ing  the  village  school,  where  he  ac- 
(piired  his  elementary  education,  he  attenilei.l 
the  Canaseraga  .Seminary,  and  has  since  de- 
voted his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
he  and  his  brother  assisting  their  father  in  the 
management  of  his  two  farms,  one  of  which 
comprises  se\'ent)-fi\'e  acres  and  the  other 
eighty-three  .icres  of  fertile  and  rich  land. 
In  addition  to  general  farming  they  tlo  a 
profitable  business  in  the  sLirrounding  country 
during  the  harxesting  season,  threshing  grain 


and  pressing  hay,  their  machines  being  oper- 
ated by  means  of  a  steam-engine.  A  sketch 
of  his  brother,  George  (T  Thom])son,  will  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  biographical  work. 

Ill  1885  l\Ir.  William  ().  Thompson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  IMiss  Jeimie  \i. 
Hlank,  a  thiughter  <jf  Terry  and  Mary  Jane 
Hlaid<,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Dans- 
ville,  and  the  latter  in  Ossian.  Mr.  Blank  is 
well  known  throughout  this  section  of  the 
county  as  an  able  and  skilful  farmer  and  a 
man  of  intlueiice  in  his  communit)'.  The 
unicjii  of  Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Thomiison  has  been 
brightened  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  a  boy, 
whom  they  ha\e  named  La  \'erne.  In  his 
jjolitical  views  Mr.  Thom|)son  affiliates  with 
the  Repaid  ican  part)',  and  is  now  serving  as 
Justice  of  the  I'eace,  ha\'ing  been  elected  in 
1893  for  a  term  of  four  years.  He  is  a  man 
of  deep  religious  convictions,  and  is  a  \alueil 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 


AMI'.S  RAFP'I'RTY,  of  East  Java,  a 
well-known  railroad  contractor,  was 
born  in  Paterson,  N.J.,  April  3,  1828. 
His  parents,  John  and  Mary  ( McGuire) 
Ralferty,  were  from  Ireland,  his  father  being 
a  nati\'e  of  County  Louth,  born  in  1789. 
They  came  to  America  in  1825,  I)ringing 
with  them  their  two  children  ;  and  upon  set- 
tling in  New  Jersey  the  husband  and  father 
soon  received  emi)lo\ment  with  a  silk  manu- 
facturing compaii)'  in  Paterson,  taking  charge 
of  the  water-jiower  of  the  factory.  A  few 
years  latei',  in  1832,  became  to  Ja\a  with  a 
horse  team,  ami  settled  on  a  hundred  acres  of 
wooded  laiul  near  Ia\'a  Centre.  Here  he  built 
cabin  ol   unhewn   logs  as  a  habitation 

race  of  home 
ible  abode  as 
the  years  sped,  bringing  new  cares  and  joys. 
Mrs.  Rafferty's  three  brothers  —  Lawrence, 
Owen,  and  Richaid  McGuire  —  had  come  to 
Java  some  time  before  the  arrix'al  of  the 
kaffert)s.  These  brothers  had  drifted  into 
Pennsylvania  on  the  Maunch  Canal,  which 
was  being  built  at  that  time,  and  from  there 
had  come  to  J.iva  Centre,  where  they  bought 
fifty  acres  of   land   ainece  ami   one  humhx'cl 


a  lougn  caoiii  01  unhewn  log: 
for  wile  and  ])airns :  and  the 
was  i^radually  addetl   to  the  h 
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acres  adjoining  for  their  brother-iii-law. 
'i'hcy  were  iiitlustrious  and  frugal,  and  in  a 
comparatively  short  time  iiad  cosey  homes  for 
their  families. 

My.  and  Mrs.  John  Rafferty  lost  one  little 
daughter.  The  children  who  grew  up  were: 
[ulia,  the  wife  of  John  (jiiinlin,  a  farmer  near 
Java;  John,  a  contluctor  on  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railniad,  who  was  knocked  from  the  top  of  a 
car  b)-  a  hiiilge  and  killeil  instantly  in  ICS57, 
when  he  was  but  twenty-one  years  of  age; 
I'eter,  a  stock  breeder  in  I'^inney  County, 
Kansas;  Mary,  the  widow  of  Michael  Murphy, 
who  died  in  Racine,  \Vis.  ;  and  James,  of  this 
sketch,  who  was  a  child  of  five  years  of  age 
when  his  father  moved  to  Java,  and  remendjers 
distinctly  the  arrival  at  his  uncle's  house  — 
how  the)'  left  the  wagon  in  the  road  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  cabin,  through  the 
cracks  of  whicli  the  glint  of  the  fire  in  the  old 
Dutch  fireplace  ga\e  a  cheerful  welcome  to 
the  wayfarers  as  they  approached. 

James  Rafferty  attentled  the  district  school 
in  his  boyhood,  and  between  school  terms 
worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was 
twenty.  He  then  served  a  'three  and  a  half 
years'  apprenticeship  in  Scottsville,  Monroe 
County,  untler  a  wagon-maker,  receiving  only 
thirty  dollars  the  first  year.  In  1850  he  went 
to  Rahway,  N.J.,  where  he  followed  his  trade 
for  nearly  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  came  to  Rochester,  where  he  re- 
mained for  ten  or  a  dozen  years.  Titusville 
in  Tennsylvania  was  at  that  time  making  won- 
derful strides  in  development;  and  James 
Rafferty  antl  a  friend,  whose  name  was  .Sey- 
mour, decided  to  try  their  fortunes  in  the  em- 
bryo metrop(dis.  .So,  taking  their  earnings 
thither,  they  bought  an  oUl  disused  mill-shed 
there,  and  o|)ened  a  wagon-shop,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Rafferty  &  .Seymour.  Notwith- 
standing the  e\il  prognostications  of  certain 
sceptical  friends,  the  enterprise  ])rospered  be- 
yond the  brightest  anticipations  of  the  young- 
men  themselves.  They  soon  had  established 
a  good  business  at  paying  prices.  Mr.  i\.af- 
ferty  hired  a  team  anti  ilriver,  and  had  freight 
transported  between  Titusville  and  Pithole; 
and  so  successful  was  this  enterprise  that  as 
much  as  forty  dollars  was  sometimes  earned 


in  one  day  in  this  way.  In  eight  months  tlie 
shoj)  was  sold  at  a  clear  j)iofit  of  live  thousand 
dcdlars.  Returning  to  Java  Mr.  Rafferty  im- 
mediately invested  some  of  his  earnings  in  a 
hve-hundred-acre  farm  in  Ja\'a,  ami  put  the 
remaining  out  at  interest. 

it  was  just  after  the  purchase  of  this  farm 
that  he  began  his  railroad  career,  commencing 
at  first  as  a  laborer  on  the  h'rie  &  I'ittsljurg 
Road,  and  gradually  Working  his  wa\'  up  until 
his  present  [losition  was  attained.  1 1  is  first 
work  was  under  the  Casemans,  who  were  after- 
ward connected  with  the  Union  I'acific  rcnite. 
A  few  years  later  he  became  a  contractor  and 
one  of  the  firm  of  Craigie,  Rafferty  &  Yeo- 
mans,  wlio  built  the  Narrow  Gauge  Road  in 
Totter  and  McKean  Counties,  Penns)-lvania, 
the  elevated  road  in  Rochester,  the  tlouble 
track  in  Kric  County  from  Hornells\'ille  to 
Buffalo,  besides  various  lines  in  New  \'ork, 
rennsylvania,  and  Michigan.  The  value  of 
the  public  works  built  by  these  gentlemen 
W(nild  not  be  overestimated  if  counted  in  the 
millions.  In  1S81  they  built  the  T.  V.  &  C. 
line,  now  known  as  the  B.  A.  &  0.;  and  to 
Mr.  Rafferty,  who  advanced  most  of  the  ca[ji- 
tal  for  its  construction,  the  honor  of  its  origin 
is  due. 

The  beautiful  Lake  Java,  wdiich  is  the 
source  of  Buffalo  and  Cattaraugus  Creeks,  is 
situated  on  one  of  Mr.  Rafferty's  three  farms 
near  Java.  The  reservoir  is  a  half  mile  wide 
and  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  length.  It  is 
owned  by  Mr.  Rafferty  and  Mr.  Daniel  O. 
Day;  and  its  value  can  scarcely  be  estimated 
when  one  reflects  upon  its  future  capacities  as 
a  fisliery  or  ice  and  water  supply  of  Warsaw 
or  some  neighboring  town.  Mr.  Rafferty 
lives  on  one  of  his  farms  in  I'^ast  Ja\'a,  where 
he  dispenses  the  generous  hospitality  of  his 
bachelor  quarters  to  his  friends.  He  is  a 
famous  hunter  and  angler,  and  may  often  Ijc 
seen  armed  with  gun  or  rod,  footing  it  o\er 
hill  and  dale  in  cpiest  of  his  favorite  sj^ort. 
He  is  in  jiolitical  faith  a  Democrat  and  in  re- 
ligious belief  a  Roman  Catholic.  He  has 
contributed  to  the  erection  of  three  of  Java's 
churches,  one  of  which  is  the  largest  of  any 
rural  town  in  the  county,  if  not  in  the  State. 
The  modest  home  near  Lake  Java  is  very  j)op- 
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iilar,  althoiij^li  as  yrt  no  mistress  lias  been  in- 
stalled ihen'in  to  cnlianee  or  perchance  (lis[)el 
the  charm  of  masculine  freedom. 


I'OKf;]';  IIAk  k  IXfri'ON,  a  former 
5  1  esteemed  lesident  ol  \V'}'omin^ 
CcHnity,  lesided  in  (iainesville, 
N.Y.,  from  Alarch  31,  i,S28,  to  1885,  in 
which  year  he  removed  to  Warsaw,  where  he 
died  Novemlur  I,  |8,S8.  Ilisf.ither,  I^leazer 
liarrinj^ton,  and  his  mother,  iJimeras,  daugh- 
ter of  (leor^e  Kin;^',  were  born  in  Smithfield, 
Iv.I.,  about  1770.  Gei)i-;^i'  was  the  seventh 
of  their  ei^ht  childien.  lie  was  born  in  Nor- 
wich, X.\'.,  Se|jtenibei'  14,  1806.  llis 
schooling;-  was  ended  e;irl\'  b\'  the  accidental 
death  of  his  falliei';  but  he  made  the  most  of 
his  opportinnties,  and  ac(|uircd  a  consider.able 
fund  ol  knowlcnb^e  ])y  means  of  a  (luick  ])er- 
ce|)ti(jn,  a  keen  i utel  1  licence,  and  a  naturally 
strong  memor)'.  lie  was  eminentlv  a  man  of 
common  sense,  He  knew  ;^rannnar  without 
ha\dn<^  learned  its  technical  rules,  and  he  used 
the  vernacular  with  a  |irecision  and  force 
which  many  Irarnrd  men  do  not  attain.  lie 
devoted  himsell  to  mechanical  pursuits,  and 
had  a  i;"ood  general  information  ;nid  technical 
skill  in  his  ch(jsen  callin;^'.  At  the  aj^e  of 
twenty-one  lie  was  a  master  mechanic,  and  for 
thirty  years  was  a  promim-nl  build(ji\  'J'he 
summer  he  was  twiaity  he  spent  in  I'lovi- 
dence,  K.I.;  and  he  ,i]so  \  isited  Albany  and 
New  ^^jrk  Cit}-,  comini;  to  the  Genesee  coun- 
try at  the  ai^e  of  t wciit3  -one.  1 1  is  first  Presi- 
dential vote  was  cast  for  Jac  kson.  He  voted 
for  \'an  l>uren  in  i8.p)  and  in  1848,  f(jr 
b'remont  in  i^S'''^  candidates 
of  the  Republican  Jjart}'  afterward.  1 1  is 
shrewd  common  sense  and  jirartical  knowl- 
edge were  ap]jreciated  b\'  his  f(d low-towns- 
men ;  and  he  served  as  .S(  hool  'i'rustee  for 
twidve  years,  the  exceptional  e\(  idlence  of  the 
scliO(ds  during  his  occupanc)'  ol  this  position 
shf)wing  his  zealous  and  intelligent  work  in 
th(  ir  l)elialf. 

lie  was  first  mariied  at  Gainesville,  N.Y., 
to  I  .aniira,  daughter  (/I  the  1  Ion.  William  Bris- 
tol. Lamira  Uristid  was  born  in  fiainesville, 
Jmie  37,  1815,  and  dierj  .Septcuiber  J4,  ]H.\(). 


There  were  four  sons  ol  this  marriage-  Au- 
gustus, a  lawyei'at  War.^aw;  (ieoige  .Sherman, 
born  July  1 ,  1857;  ClMiies  lleiberl,  born 
March  ],  1844,  who  I'esides  in  (diicago;  and 
I  'rancis  Ib  istol,  lioi  n  iJecendx-i'  _' i ,  1845, 
who  has  resided  in  Xehi'asl.a  siiu'e  1874. 
I'i'ancis  H.  was  under  cdghleen  al  ihe  outhieak 
of  the  kebidlion.  yXugustus  was  ('aplain  in 
tlie  One  Hundred  and  'i'hirty-si.xth  New  \'ork 
V^ol unteeis.  George  S.  was  .Seigeant  in  Com- 
pany A,  One  Hundred  and  Ihirlietli  New 
\'ork  N'olunteers,  alteiwaid  known  as  b'irst 
New  \'ork  Hiagooiis,  and  was  woumh'd  in  th<' 
battle  ol  iJeserted  llou.se,  \'a.  <  liai  les  II., 
after  two  )'eai's'  gallant  ser\'i(c'  in  the  b'ifth 
New  York  Cavali'y,  was  c(;mm issioiu-d  Lieu- 
tenant by  (iovernor  IMorg.in. 

Mr.  I  lai  i  ingtoii's  second  marriage  occun  ed 
June  17,  1851,  to  .Sarah  A.  Johnson,  who  died 
Decendier  4,  1884.  The  I  oiu'  cli  i  b  I  ren  ol  this 
marriag<'  are  all  deceased. 

Air.  llaiiington  was  a  man  ol  s)'iiiinetrical 
( haracter.  llis  life  was  without  stain,  and 
lie  was  upright  and  faithful  in  all  the  duties 
of  citizenship.  He  was  an  earls',  earnest,  and 
]iracti(  al  worker  in  I  he  <  aii^e  ol  temperance. 
Probably  lew  mi-ii  with  opinions  as  pro- 
noiUK  ed  and  (  oiu  ii  lions  ecpiallv  decided  <  lier- 
ished  lewer  animosities.  He  Nil  maul)'  in- 
dignation at  wrong,  wliih.'  he  had  a  broad 
mantle  of  charity  bu'  the  wrong-doer.  I  h' 
was  a  gOf)d  citi/en,  a  kind  neighbor,  a  devoted 
parent,  a  man  who  did  his  duty  as  he  saw  it, 
in  every  walk  of  life. 


ami;  I.   M.  .Ml  1. 1. AN,   1801  1895. 

■•  l  ike  .1  i  i\L-i"  ol  u:Ucr  in  a  dry  |jl.u  c. 
I  ike   till-   sliaduw   of  a  ;;real  ruc  k  in  a 
WLai  v  land." 


No  other  words  < oiild  more  fitly  describe  the 
I  ife  and  (  hai  a(  t  er  ol  haniid  McMillan  in  the 
(  i»mmiin  il  v  w  Ikuc  he  1 1-  .ided. 

.Scotland  bred  his  lather  at  a  time  when 
(Covenanters  and  I'uiitaiis  weri'  made,  men  of 
iron  ladisi  ieiK cs  hamuieied  nut  upon  the  an\  il 
of  a(l\ i-rsil)'.  Ihe  noble  cliarai  I  erist  ic  s  oj  a 
sterling  aiuestry  weie  transmitted  and  iiidel 
ibly  stamped  upon  tlie-   son.      He  was  a  man 
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of  deep  religious  ci)n\'iction,  an  exacting  con- 
science, stern  probity,  and  indomitable  will. 
No  one'  ctnild  justl)'  say  of  him  that  he  e\er 
countenanced  or  did  an  unjust  act.  lit-  hned 
truth  and  disdainetl  wrong.  Tlie  stiicken- 
hearted  f(juiid  in  him  a  friend,  and  the  needy 
a  helping  hand.  Hi-,  heart,  when  mined  by 
sympath)',  was  as  lender  as  a  woman's;  but, 
when  dut}'  called  him,  he  was  fearless.  He 
had  an  e)'e  and  an  iron  nerve  which  few  men 
could  withstand  whene\er  he  was  moved  to 
action  in  any  matter. 

I.argediearteil  and  fearless,  he  was  foremost 
among  the  lew  men  wIkj  first  openly  stood  up 
against  the  field  of  opposition  to  the  freedom 
of  the  slaves.  He  organized  the  antislavery 
movement  in  the  (ienesee  valley  in  the  face  of 
an  o])position  that  burned  the  buildings  in 
which  the)-  met  abo\e  his  head.  Smooth- 
shaven  until  .Sumter  was  fired  u])on,  he  jjer- 
mitted  no  razor  to  touch  his  face  until  every 
sla\"e  was  free;  antl  e\er  alter  he  woi'c  his 
beard  as  the  white  badge  of  freedom. 

His  father,  John  McMillan,  came  from 
Perthshire,  Scotlantl,  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  last  centur}-,  and  settled  in  the  Mohawk 
valley  at  Johnstown.  He  had  three  sons  — 
Duncan,  Hugh,  and  Haniel;  and,  as  the  two 
eldest  came  to  manh(j(j(l,  they  chafed  within 
the  narrow  limits  of  their  first  home,  and 
hjngetl  tor  the  Ireedom  ot  a  wider  range. 
The  fame  of  the  \  alley  of  the  (ienesee  had 
reached  them  ;  and  in  i  .S  i  2  the  family  moved 
into  their  forest  home,  and  settled  at  York,  on 
the  western  slojie  ot  that  most  beautiful  of  all 
the  fertile  \'alle\'s  ol  this  or  any  other  coimtry. 
The  first  journey  from  Johnstown  to  this  fron- 
tier home  was  made  in  elex'en  days.  Ten 
}ears  later  the  trip  was  made  by  carriage  over 
the  new  State  road  in  fi\'e  days.  The  last 
visit  made  by  Daniel  to  his  birthplace  was 
during  his  ninetieth  year,  when  the  run  was 
made  from  Buffalo  to  I'onda,  a  distance  ut  two 
hundretl  and  fifty-four  miles,  by  the  "I'^mpire 
Ivxpress  "  in  fi\'e  hours. 

Daniel  was  the  youngest  son.  He  attended 
school  at  Caledonia,  and  at  one  time  planned 
to  lake  up  the  study  of  medicine;  Init  in  1828 
he  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Malcolm 
McNaught(jn,  and  settled  on  a  portion  of  the 


tiact  taken  up  by  his  father.  In  this  same 
year  he  associated  with  others,  and  fcnmded 
the  Reformed  l'iesb\ terian  Congregation  of 
\'ork,  ol  which  lor  more  than  sixty  )'ears  he 
has  been  a  Ruling  hdder.  He  was  active  in 
the  l'resb\'teries,  and  as  late  as  his  ninetieth 
year  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  s\'nods  ot  the  Re- 
formed chLU'ch. 

]5oru  two  )eais  after  the  death  of  Washing- 
ton, he  lacked  less  than  se\'en  years  of  span- 
ning the  entire  centur}'.  His  first  xote  was 
cast  for  General  Jackson  in  1824,  and  he  lived 
under  e\ery  I'lesident  sa\'e  two.  He  knew 
Red  Jacket,  and  sat  witli  him  and  talked  with 
him  about  the  canij)  fires  sexent)'  years  ago  in 
the  forests  bcjth  east  and  west  of  the  (ienesee. 
He  was  fond  of  social  comixan ionsh ip,  and  had 
marked  conversat  iiMud  poweis.  A  sincere 
lo\er  of  nature  and  of  w  ide  range  in  tra\el,  he 
had  put  some  ol  hanope  and  much  ot  our  own 
coimtr)'  untler  his  feet. 

Ot  liis  ten  cliiklreii  seven  li\'ed  to  matui  ity  ; 
but  none  sur\i\e  him  sa\e  his  son,  the  Hon. 
Daniel  H.  McMillan,  ot  ikiffalo,  cuul  Mrs. 
John  Ackro\d  West,  of  Peoria,  111.  His  sons, 
the  Hon.  Malc(dm  M.  McMillan  and  I)uncan 
A.  McMillan,  died  in  Hoon\ille,  Mo.,  in 
1880.  John  D.  died  In  eai  ly  manhood,  in 
1854.  Anna  [•' . ,  w  ife  of  A.  McKean,  of 
\'ork,  died  in  1871  ;  aiul  Mar}'  C,  wife  of  the 
Hon.  John  P.  Hamilton,  of  Rush,  dieil  in 
1  876. 

Although  his  piiysical  stiength  was  depleteil, 
his  intellectual  \'igoi-  eontinued  with  him  to 
the  end.  His  lite  was  grand,  his  death  was 
|)eaceful.  (iod  touched  him  as  he  sat  at  the 
table  dining  with  his  children  and  grandchil- 
dren, and  the  wing  of  death  sjiread  ox'cr  him 
and  he  jKissed  to  rest. 

As  he  sleeps  in  the  cpiiet  old  churchyard  at 
York,  the  beautiful  woids  of  his  namesake  and 
kinsman  seem  most  appiopriate  : 

•• 'I'lie  wind.  anioHL;  iIk-  j;ra\ cstones  soft!)'  crccpin:^. 
lircatlics  in  low  .sij.;iis  tlic  j(rief  it  fuars  to  tull ; 
The  cloufi.s  in  sable  gari)  bend  o"er  him  weejjing. 
Sent  b_\'  the  liand  of  liini  Ik-  loved  so  well." 

The  portrait  of  this  "grand  old  man,"  which 
appears  on  an  atljoining  page,  is  a  fitting 
accompaniment  to  this  brief  memoir. 
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ir^v  R.  ROBERT  J.  MKNZIE  is  one  of 
I  =j    the  Ixst-kiiowii  citizens  of  Livinj;- 

,.Jj^^ J  stun  Count)',  nut  onl)'  on  account  of 
his  dld-estahl ished  and  very  exten- 
sive medical  practice,  hut  also  hy  reason  of 
tlie  inteiest   he   has  shown   in  i)Liblic  affairs. 

As  his  name  indicates,  Dr.  INIenzie  is  of 
Scotch  descent,  his  grandfather,  ivobert  Men- 
zie,  coming  to  this  country  fnnn  "the  land  o' 
cakes"  in  the  latter  \vm\  of  the  eighteenth 
centur)'.  lie  had  a  long  and  stormy  passage; 
and  many  weeks  elajised  before  he,  his  wife, 
and  his  two  children  hnuled  at  New  York 
City.  They  set  forth  from  that  place  for 
Johnstown,  X.\'.,  in  a  wagon;  and  some  idea 
of  the  task  the  famil\-  had  before  them  in  pre- 
paring a  home  in  this  countr\'  may  be  gained 
from  the  fact  that  by  far  the  most  valuable  of 
their  earthly  possessions  at  that  time  was 
an  ox. 

About  iSii  the  family  removed  to  Riga; 
and  Robert  Menzie  took  up  hvc  hundred  acres 
of  lanil,  so  heavily  wooded  that  he  had  to 
clear  a  site  for  the  erection  of  the  log  cabin 
in  which  the)-  began  housekeeping.  The 
dangers  incidental  to  setting  up  housekeeping 
in  a  virgin  countr)'  in  those  days  are  illus- 
tratetl  bv  the  fact  that  the  family  found  it 
advisable  to  lea\'e  the  cabin  and  stand  at  a 
safe  distance  from  it  on  many  occasions  dur- 
ing the  first  period  of  clearing  the  land,  for 
fear  that  the  huge  tree  which  was  being  felled 
would  fall  on  the  house  and  crush  it. 

In  the  [jrogress  of  lime  the  father  of  the 
family  died,  and  was  succeeiletl  by  his  son 
John,  the  father  of  tlie  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  was  born  at  Johnstown  in  1803.  lie  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  disti  ict  schools  of 
Riga,  and  remainetl  a  farmer  all  his  life, 
which  was  [massed  entirely  on  the  homestead 
farm,  with  the  exception  of  the  few  years 
which  h;ul  passeel  lietween  the  time  of  his 
birth  and  tlie  lamil)''s  remowil  there. 

Me  married  Mar)-  Anderson,  the  daughter 
of  Peter  .Anderson,  who  was  of  Scotch  de- 
scent; and  they  reared  nine  children,  whose 
names  were:  I'eter,  Ann,  Jeanette,  Mary, 
Catherine,  l^lizabeth,  Christie,  John,  and 
Robert  J. 

Dr.  Robert  Men/.ie  was  bom  May  21,  1833. 


He  received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  at 
j  the  district  schools  of  Riga,  entered  upon  the 
higher  branches  at  tlie  old  Riga  Acaclemy, 
and  then,  alter  passing  a  lew  )-ears  on  the 
farm,  attended  a  medical  school  at  I'ittsfield, 
Mass.,  and  latei"  entered  the  Huffalo  Cnivei- 
sity,  from  whicli  he  received  a  diploma  in 
1866.  Dr.  Men/.ie  began  the  practice  of  his 
professioii  at  Caledonia  in  the  same  year; 
and,  as  he  has  remained  there  ever  since,  he 
has  nearly  completed  thirt)'  )eais  of  active 
service  in  that  town  and  \  icinit)-  in  the  hon- 
ored capacity  of  famil)-  i)]i)sician.  I'hat  he 
perceives  the  advantages  gained  by  the  com- 
munion of  those  engaged  in  the  same  profes- 
sion is  indicated  b)-  the  fact  that  he  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, the  New  \'oik  State  Mt.'dical  Associa- 
tion, the  Central  New  \'ork  Association,  and 
the  Livingston  County  Medical  .Society.  Me 
is  intei-ested  in  educational  niatters,  and  has 
been  a  .School  Trustee  for  fifteen  years.  Dr. 
Menzie  is  a  man  of  fixed  principles  and  firm 
opinions.  Me  is  an  earnest  believer  in  the 
Democratic  iiarty,  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Stephen  A.  Douglas  in  i860,  and  has  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket  e\-er  since.  He  holds 
a  high  position  in  the  esteem  of  the  residents 
of  Caledonia  and  vicinity  as  a  [ihysician,  as 
i  an  individual,  and  as  a  public-si)iritetl  citizen 
I  who  is  closely  identified  with  the  advance- 
I  ment  of  the  best  iiiterests  of  the  communitv, 
I  and  w-]io  spares  neither  study  nor  personal 
effort  in  the  furtherance  of  causes  u-hich  have 
to  do  with  the  pivsent  or  future  welfare  of  the 
peo])le. 

Dr.   Menzie  !)ecame  a   benedict  sf)me  nine 
years  before  he  received  the   title   of  M.D., 
when  in   1857  he  was  married  to  Anna,  the 
daughter  of  John  and   Margaret  McPherson. 
Oiie  child  was  born   to   them  —  Robert  A., 
who  is  engaged  in  a  manufacturing  business  at 
Caledonia,    and    who    married    Jennie  Car- 
ruthers,  of  JV  i-gen.     Mrs.  Aiina  (  Mc I'herson  ) 
Menzie'  was  removed  b\-  death  ;  and  Dr.  Men- 
zie took  for  a  second  wife  Catherine  Cameron, 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Lydia  (McNaugh- 
I  ton)  Cameron.      rhe\-  haxe  had  two  children 
I  —Alexander  !•.  and'  Wi  1 1  iam  1).:  but  Will- 
1  iam  died  May  5,  181)3,  at  the  age  of  fourteen. 
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(OVUGUSTUS  HARRINGTON  was  born 
/ ^\  at  Gainesville,  Genesee  (now  Wyo- 
yj]^\  min,u")  County,  N.Y.,  August  14, 
iJ^35-  Tlie  boy  <,Mevv  up  accus- 
tomed to  outdoor  lile,  to  the  woods  and  fields, 
lie  eould  row,  swim,  skate,  ride  on  horseback, 
walk  long  distaiues.  Blue  eyes,  light  hair, 
brawn,  vigor,  lo\e  ot  sport,  indicated  Anglo- 
Saxon  blood.  On  his  father's  side  his  family 
may  be  traced  to  sewnteenth  century  Kng- 
lishmen,  "forgotten  worthies,"  who  followed 
Roger  Williams  to  Rliode  Island,  and  some 
of  whose  descendants  in  the  last  half  of  the 
eighteenth  centuiy  settled  in  Chenango 
County,  New  York.  Mis  maternal  ancestry  is 
of  I'jiglish  stock,  transplanted,  generations 
back,  into  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  soil, 
and  removed  to  Colund)ia  Count)',  New  York, 
before  the  l\eV(dulionary  War. 

At  ten  years  of  age  he  went,  barefooted,  to 
a  neighboring  hamkt,  to  liorrow  a  dog-eared 
"Ara])ian  Nights."  Then  he  found  "Don 
Quixote"  on  the  book-shtdf  of  a  counli'y  jdi)'- 
sician.  lie  also  read  Dick's  "  Philosophy  of 
a  h'uture  State,"  and  soon  after  "I\anhoe." 
A  volume  of  "American  I\Iil itary  and  Naval 
Biograi)hy  "  interested  him;  and  before  he 
was  thirteen  he  was  a  juvenile  collaborator  in 
a  drama  founded  on  the  exi)k)its  of  Marion's 
men,  written  lor  a  scho(d  exhibition. 

At  fifteen  he  attended  Genesee  Wesleyan 
Seminary  at  Lima,  N.\'.,  pursued  preparatoiy 
classical  studies,  and  entered  Genesee  Ccdlege 
in  1851.  'I'he  following  winter  he  taught  a 
school  of  seventy  pu|)ils  at  Wisco}',  N.Y. 
Returning  to  Genesee  College  in  the  autumn 
of  1852,  he  remained  foui'  terms,  and  then 
entered  Amherst  College  the  sccontl  term, 
Soidiomore  year,  where  he  received  the  degree 
of  A.B.,  August  14,  1856,  and  A.M.  some 
years  later.  Me  wrote  his  dechimations  Fresh- 
man year.  His  recitations  at  Amherst  were 
creditable.  He  spent  the  long  vacations  in 
labors  that  bore  fruit  which  the  routine  of 
lecture  and  recitation  rooms  could  not  de- 
velop. A>it}tctst  Collci^iatc  Ma^j^arunc^  1855- 
56,  shows  his  literary  woi'k  on  a  wide  range  of 
subjects.  The  Sweet/.er  (rhetorical)  prizes 
were  offered  to  the  Junior  class  for  essays  on 
subjects   selected   by  the  writers.     The  first 


prize  was  awarded  ycnmg  Harrington  for  his 
essay  on  "  The  I'hilosDph)'  and  Character  (jf 
h'ranklin."  The  following  year  (ieorge  Mon- 
tague, of  Montgomery,  .Ala.,  offered  (meta- 
jihysical)  pi  izes  to  the  Senior  class  lor  essays 
on  assigned  subjects.  Dr.  I'"i(.dd,  who  had 
the  chair  of  Khetiuic  at  i\mherst,  said  llai- 
rington  would  take  this  |)rize  if  he  wrote  lor 
it.  The  ju'ediction  was  verilKvi,  and  he 
again  reeei\'ed  the  first  prize  lor  his  essay  on 
"The  Imagination :  Its  Nature  and  Province, 
with  its  InHuence  on  Life  and  Character." 
This  essa}'  ap|)eared  August,  1856,  in  the 
.iDicricaii  Jtuinia/  of  Ju/zilii/uui  iiiul  C  o/Ii\i^^c 
Rci'iii^',  published  in  New  \'ork.  A  footnote 
by  Dr.  Peters,  the  editor,  called  attention  to 
the  "suriKissing  excellence  and  maturity  of 
this  }  (luthiul  pioduction."  The  second  prize 
was  awariled  to  William  II.  Wai'd.  now  editor 
of  the  New  \'ork  huL p.  Jidciit . 

Mr.  I  Ian  inj;lon"s  indusli  \'  and  force  of 
character  ga\'e  hini  position  in  a  class  many 
ol  whose  members  are  jiositive  lorces  in  soci- 
ety--- leaders  in  pulpit,  press,  law,  politics, 
and  affairs.  He  was  valedictorian  of  his 
societies,  Psi  Uj^silon  and  Athena',  and  re- 
cei\'ed  the  hoiuus  of  an  "oi'ation"  at  com- 
mencement and  an  elect  inn  tt)  Phi  ik'ta 
Kappa.  His  oiation  on  "  I''nthusiasm  "  at 
conimencement  recei\'ed  eomjjl imentary  notice 
in  the  Springliehl  A'r/'/c /'//,-,/;/  by  Dr.  Holland. 
It  was  an  im])assioned  plea  i<ix  earnest  men  in 
literature,  politics,  ami  the  church.  This  aji- 
peared  Nox'cmbei',  1856,  in  the  S/in/cut,  pub- 
lishetl  in  New  \"ork,  as  the  selection  of  that 
magazine  from  the  s])eeches  of  the  time. 

Senior  year  he  occasionally  acccjiled  invita- 
tions to  address  literar)  societies  in  neiu,hbor- 
ing  towns.  Returning  from  .\ndiersl  after 
graduation,  young  Harrington  heard  his  own 
magazine  article  given  as  a  declamation  at 
the  closing  exercises  of  the  academy  at  Nor- 
wich, N.Y.  The  unconscious  tribute  touched 
him,  as  he  was  encouraged  in  umlergradiiate 
days  when,  his  fugitive  article  appealed  in  a 
l^)ston  literary  weekl)'.  Lowell  wrote  of  an 
apjM'eciat  i  ve  notice,  "It  makes  one  teel  as 
though  the  tiaisies  were  growing  over  him." 

In  1856  he  was  at  the  head  of  a  scientific 
and   classical    acadeni}'   at    Milhille,  N.Y., 
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which  he  conducted  successfully  three  terms. 
Here  he  wrote  for  various  [juljlications,  con- 
tributing- the  leading;  article  in  the  College 
Reviei.^'  for  April,  1857,  nn  "  I'he  Prospects  of 
American  Literature."  In  1S57  he  resigned 
his  position,  and  began  the  study  of  law  at 
Warsaw,  in  the  office  of  Cieneral  L.  W. 
Thayer.  While  pursuing  his  law  study,  he 
was  for  a  time  a  regular  contributor  to  the 
Wyoming  County  Minor.  He  formed  an  edi- 
torial connection  with  the  Western  Neiu 
Yorker  \\\  1858.  Whig  at  first,  it  had  lajDsed 
into  Americanism.  He  became  its  editor  the 
following  May.  Libert  I'".  Farman,  late 
United  States  Consul-general  at  Cairo,  and 
Mr.  Harrington  were  joint  iiroprietors.  In 
assuming  editorial  charge  he  said:  "'Our  aim 
is  to  make  this,  as  a  newspaper,  as  a  literary 
journal,  as  a  fearless  and  outspoken  supporter 
of  good  morals  and  sound  policy  in  public 
affairs,  inferior  t(j  none.  .  .  .  We  are  thor- 
oughly Republican.  The  success  of  the  cause 
in  i860  is  dear  to  us,  and  we  shall  labor  to 
secure  a  Republican  triumph  in  the  ensuing 
struggle." 

Introducing  its  twentieth  volume,  hesaitl: 
"We  have  striven  to  be  faithful  to  the  obli- 
gations which  lie  upon  ever}'  journalist,  to 
work  as  the  faithful  ally  of  healthy  public 
sentiment  and  the  conscientious  advocate  of 
the  public  interest.  We  scon:  to  prostitute 
our  position  to  the  ministry  of  a  'party,  right 
or  wrong';  and  we  hope  we  shall  never  so  far 
forget  ourselves  as  to  follow  the  lure  of  politi- 
cal tricksters,  where  obligati(jns  to  you  and 
proper  resi)ect  for  ourselves  would  confront 
us.  .  .  .  We  shall  endeax'or  to  make  the  Neio 
Yorker  a  complete  family  newspaper,  ...  a 
juilicious  digest  of  the  occurrences  of  the  day, 
and  a  frank,  fearless,  and  independent  journal." 

I\Ir.  Harrington  wrote  mucli  in  every  de- 
partment. Current  e\ents,  literature,  poli- 
tics, all  received  attention.  The  demands  of 
party  journalism  were  not  neglected.  Kar- 
nest  and  timely  political  articles  appeared. 
Local  interests  were  carefully  written  up. 
Literary  and  book  notices  were  j)repared. 
The  social  interests  had  a  place;  and  a  corps 
of  local  correspondents  was  organizetl,  then 
an  unusual  feature  of  country  journalism. 


Mr.  Harrington  came  into  the  Reiniblican 
party  with  the  symixithies  of  a  l-'ree  Soil 
Democrat.  His  lirst  Presidential  vote  was 
cast  for  Linc(dn  electois.  'Che  Xeio  Yorker 
gave  n(j  micertain  sound  in  the  political 
strife  which  culminated  in  the  Ivebellion.  In 
its  first  issue  after  the  .State  convention  of 
i860  he  says: — 

"The  ticket  presented  to  the  electors  of 
New  York  deserves  the  best  service  of  every 
Republican.  .  .  .  A  hostile  party  is  ringing 
changes  on  the  'jobbing,  robbery,  and  corrup- 
tion of  the  Republican  legislation  of  the 
State.'  That  i)art\'  could  have  defeated  every 
corrupt  measure  in  both  houses;  so  its  rebuke 
of  legislative  C(jrrui;tion  is  wretched  charla- 
tanry. But  the  Reijublican  party  was  in 
power.  Judas  and  Lsau  were  both  in  our 
'  camp.  If  we  indorse  the  legislation  of  last 
winter  as  a  party,  we  are  responsible  for  the 
abomination.  .Shall  the  party  thus  debase  it- 
self? ...  If  a  man  can  show  a  clean  reconl, 
all  honor  to  him;  but  the  sentence  of  politi- 
cal death  should  be  pronounced  against  every 
man  who  sold  himself  at  Alban}'.  If  nomi- 
nating conventions  disregard  this,  we  do  not 
say  the  Republican  part)'  will  be  defeated,  but 
we  do  say  its  trium]:)h  would  no  longer  be 
desirable."  The  coiu'enlion  did  not  disregard 
this  warning. 

A  public  demand  in  an  emergency  called 
Mr.  Harrington  to  this  work.  When  the 
opportunity  came,  he  gladly  left  it,  after 
three  \'ears'  service,  anil  resumed  his  law  stud- 
ies. William  Henry  Merrill,  now  editor  of 
the  New  York  World.,  followed  him  as  editor 
of  the  Western  Xeio  Yorker  Y\\\  1S75.  \\'hen 
Mr.  Harringt(.n  retired  from  this  newsjiaper 
in  1861,  its  prt)spects  iiad  never  been  better. 
Its  circulation  had  c|uadrupled,  and  it  had 
become  the  leading  Republican  jtnirnal  of 
its  section  of  the  State.  Warsaw  has  grown 
nearly  threefold,  and  the  paper  has  been 
published  nioie  than  half  a  century  with- 
out going  beyond  the  circulation  or  influence 
it  then  had. 

In  the  summer  of  1862  Governor  Morgan 
authorized  Mr.  Harrington  to  raise  a  company 
of  volunteers.  Nine  days  after  receiving  his 
credentials  he  reported  at  Camp  Portage  with 
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the  first  full  company  oi  the  new  regiment, 
which  was  niustered  as  Company  D,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirt\-sixth  Kegiment,  New  York 
Vcdunteers;  anti  he  was  commissioned  Cap- 
tain. Only  three  captains  of  the  regiment, 
of  whom  he  was  one,  were  present  for  duty 
November  9;  and  Comjxany  D,  which  left 
New  York  ninet)--foin'  strong,  had  only  forty- 
five  men  iiresent  fiu"  duty  in  December,  1862. 
After  I-^reclericksburg  the  regiment  moved  up 
the  Rappahannock  from  Falmouth,  and  did 
picket  dut\'  at  Bank's  h^ird.  The  armies 
faceil  each  (jther  with  the  river  between. 
Plans  and  preliminary  dispositions  were  made, 
and  batteries  placetl  in  ]:)Osition  for  a  general 
attack  at  this  point.  Rain  came,  and  the  mud 
prevented  an  advance.  The  bloody  repulse  of 
December  15  was  followed  by  the  bloodless 
failure  of  January  22.  Then  came  the  change 
of  commanders,  so  frequent  in  the  first  years 
of  the  war;  and  Burnside  gave  place  to 
Hooker.  The  Army  of  the  Potomac  went  into 
winter  quarters,  and  was  inactive  till  May, 
1863.  Captain  Harrington  tendered  his 
resignation,  received  an  honorable  discharge, 
and  came  home  with  the  purpose  of  entering 
another  branch  of  the  service.  Circumstances 
afterward  renderetl  this  impracticable. 

September  16,  1862,  Air.  Harrington  mar- 
ried Martha  Barnett,  of  Warsaw,  a  graduate  of 
lilmira  l'\'male  College  in  the  class  of  1S61. 
She  hail  no  chihh'eii,  and  died  October  4, 
1871,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two.  He  married 
Sarah  Alice  Earle,  eldest  (.laughter  of  the  late 
Justus  lulward  luirle,  of  New  York,  in  that 
city,  May  20,  1874.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren —  l'2arle,  George,  and  Alice. 

Mr.  Harrington  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
Buffalo,  May  4,  1864.  lie  soon  gained  a  prac- 
tice, which  ])ecame  varied  and  exacting  in 
time.  Sheriff  Davis,  whose  term  ended  1871, 
said  Mr.  Harringt(^n  ]xiid  him  more  fees  than 
any  other  lawyer.  I'rom  1865  to  iSSo  he 
labored  industrit)usly  in  his  profession;  and 
he  has  carried  on  a  general  practice  in  State 
and  national  courts  foi'  thirty  years,  though  it 
has  not  engrossed  his  effort.  A  considerable 
practice  in  bankrujjtcy,  under  the  act  of  1867, 
came  to  him.  He  has  shown  a  preference  for 
equity  practice,  the  system  b)'  which  '"posi- 


ti\'e  law  is  construed,  :uid  rational  law  nuule."' 
"I  ilon't  care  tor  eipiit}',  1  want  tu  know  tlie 
law,"  said  a  litigious  client  who  sought  his 
adx'ice.  In  his  caily  practice  a  client  in  an 
important  case  said,  "  \'ou  haven't  told  what 
you  want  me  t(.)  swear  to."  "I  want  }'ou  to 
tell  the  truth,  if  it  be  i)ossible  for  a  man  who 
can  make  that  infamous  suggestion,"  was  the 
indignant  reply.  He  once  saitl  the  language 
of  Seward  was  not  inai)])ropriate  to  himself: 
I  knew  1  was  to  su[)iiort  m}-self  b)'  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  I  liked  the  study  of  law;  but 
only  necessit)'  reconciled  me  to  the  toleration 
of  the  technicalities  of  the  practice,  to  the 
jealousies  and  contentions  of  the  courts. 
Nevertheless  1  resigned  myself  to  the  practice 
with  so  much  cheerfulness  that  my  disinclina- 
tion was  never  suspected."  Patience,  tenac- 
ity, and  industry  lead  to  careful  trial  of  his 
cases;  and  his  mastery  of  language  insures 
clear  and  forcible  statement  of  law  and  fact 
to  court  and  jury.  His  intellectual  methods 
exact  closer  study  of  the  principles  which 
underlie  cases  than  of  the  precedents  that 
illustrate  them.  Discrimination  in  the  selec- 
tion oi  authorities  cited  and  appreciation  of 
the  issues  are  evident  in  his  Indefs.  l"\icts 
are  stated  precisely  and  authorities  fairly  con- 
sitlered.  He  does  not  n'listake  exaggeration 
for  strong  statement,  nor  try  to  win  his  case 
by  misrepresenting  an  oi)i)onent's,  realizing 
that,  while  argument  cannot  make  a  weak  case 
strong,  a  clear,  incisixe,  logical  presentation 
may  be  effective  when  a  clumsy  argument 
would  bring  sure  defeat. 

Desultory  rather  than  systematic,  i\Ir.  Har- 
rington's reading  covers  a  wide  range.  It 
may  be  tloubted  whether  much  good  results 
from  [jrescribed  courses  of  reading.  Assimi- 
lation and  growth  come  with  interest.  Read- 
ing as  a  task  liears  little  fruit.  With 
opportunity  the  hungry-  mind  selects  appropri- 
ate food.  The  first  book  he  ownetl,  aside 
from  school  books,  was  Webster's  l^na])riil- ed 
Dictionar}'.  At  sixteen  he  bought  two  \ol- 
umes,  then  book  I))-  book,  for  reference  or 
stud)',  as  opi)ortunity  en'  neetl  came,  until  he 
gathered  two  thousantl  \'olumcs,  as  tools  for 
use.  The  titles  and  dates  of  purchase  tell  the 
story  of  selection,  range,  and  growth. 


0:;  '.'is-! 


t 

'.ill  v/j,!  !•.,!(■!!•;•;         ,1'jirft.-  ;  o  ;ri  v/ci  •mi  |  ,:^n-»rfi i ,i:;':>'i  vz-jft  'j  ■ 

•  (O  ;:'j:v/  ;  ,/:!iu;^:j       :  i;.'!  J'.iiifi  I"  i  -fii;l!         ,U  ■■  ' 

,:•         I'l'  '.  v'-i  r.ij.uj  '')■■  :.■  ^i-f  f-l     .•.)jiviji-,  !        )  i.iufro.v.s;.   "i-.jj       ■■    •.»..  i< 

I.,'  ii!n:    !''•,■!  !•   ii-  \' ■  -j.-rv  j  Jii-jfi:  i     /  jii'j    }c.  ■    •■,tf!f  'l^!  ■:) 

■'■,)■,-  i\  ;■■ i  ■      '     '  ■(  ..'?;,-;        v^c  >;fj.7.'  !jijv  ]  ■/!';!■         ^iij-!  .!':';  i/'M'/v     ..];•,.  >r.'"/         lUufiv/  lo 

,■  ••.  j  i:;       i  '  •<•     ■■     ;[!!,•:.'  vMj  1  j  .;  t  ;    Jij!     :!  •i.'lv.'     .U     '/ i !  JUJ  fi  k: '.  I  I'»<(i."i  /f.'/C 

,     .     ".:);.(•         •■  .  =,  -j  !■•,  .  1    vj-'f<'i  vl-fto-  I  :,<!  .•;-(!(,••(,-•  i!»'.r!-  /  ;|-toY  v/vVl 

s  ,!        i.;:'  j;^  ,  .j-l  ).',•••;:    ](••.;'(';■:!■'.•   ■.■  •  i      ^  ■  <  i<\^,i  >l  Vjl/Vi'l  '•.^}''A 

-  'J  i  '  '  .  I  n't;   .i' hi r.tr '.!<.'■[    <         /!•>.<•(■':. rti;- 14.0 .-I  •.  ilJ 

■>.      :<.■■   ;    •.1!  .  i  N'"'    ,I:''V     ■.:'}'..  :!)!.;.. 

•J-    •■  :. .  ..  .'  i  :  •.    ■    .  ■-  '.:  jirM      -  -  '■  "! 

:    .        ;  ,  ,v;:  ,         .;f         ./  .-.  .  V;:::;:-;.l,  i'-  J'i'i^ii:': 

: '  '    ,  '  ■  '      :        '      •  '  ,  •  j .  j  lO') 

::■  ■   ',!.  ,  i.. ;       ;  ii  1  ■  i  ■>t'^.        {:-'■■/    '.I'i  /-j.-'loo!-- 

.,   1  :.  ,.i  ■'  iijij  '.'Ml    ''iv  .■.r--;)  i\f:f 

.,  ■         .  ■  .  >    '  ••-  'JiM  1..  ■'-r;.'.v:i  iv.iJ,-^,!'; 

,  •  i,.  ■  '    •. ,      ■     ■  ■  ;  I  '  I  - :  ■.  ' ;    :    -  i  ;<, ;  I      .1  :  ■  :■■       :  1:  .'1  i  1  i.  -7     ■ ! .. 

<   :  ■!      ;  ■       .'■',<■'       .J..  ■  I ;  .  !  '        j!  i  '-    ■  'I    T  > '  ir  ■  I 

j;!  sV-, bjil.'    •)/!?.    ,1  ;.':■(!  -.iir! 

m'      '  ~  1;'^;  ■   I;;  ,  i  ! 

<.-.•>/  ;  irr  •  •  .  r.'CY  v/://;  •!•.)  ,t.ihc'{  ..•:■:«<•(){ 
:  '  f  .-'.'liT  ,      ^- 1  ■         ■•V""'^'  f'' 


•M 


7;    • : 


O   .'   .Jkj/;,  :  ,  ii'  '-f!/;    I/L'i'i-^V    'jmOOvii    {lji.iV/  jjJlJ 

,,  i //      .■    ■; :  -..I.-;,.;  I  ! -'Iv  ,  i:<\'j-l  e»20iiv/  ,<^i7j.(l  ;  -.J'f  h 

..i;  .•:      ;  .  .       .i:.--n  ••.!'/     I-  -jhi  •  ;.iif  Oc  r !    ~>:i   fjji'A   mc'i'f     .ivyw;:!   •ivriJ-j  vn-; 

.;  -J    . :  rjt,:\'f.  .v"i::i-;.-io;t.'i  !  .)Ji;j2  la  .'/.ojJomq  fi-'ivro;*?  r..  no  b-^h  aod 

:             .  .  'i.i  :  t  J'  r'^i'tui:'  fg'ij.cjy  fntfij  'ini  ^;-ruuo  ijifio:j/:n  ;>f'i^ 

J.,  '             :  „,  ■;  1  •(j:.; jj-,>.:q;',,  ijc  .•!...t.ii..  I  j!';.  ^•^  ''■?:^rr^  /:     .Vw'^  j        -iyj^eu'fiiCiy.  Jof» 

.:  \          'h.'.>"i  ,  i,:b  !.;rif,  ■      .1  .'li  •  :;  i  •'.-.)    .-rf  ;  v-l'j     u  -v  ■u !■'■■:  ^r.;',  .-'.J  . •■■> 


589 


This  collection  (jf  "infinite  riches  in  a 
little  room  "  includes  selections  from  the  best 
literature  in  many  departments  —  samples  of 
healthy  growth  of  hroatl  and  varied  literary 
fields,  without  their  noxious  products.  Occa- 
sional addresses,  editorial  writing  on  ques- 
tions of  the  hour,  discussion  of  topics  of 
public  interest,  have  in  part  satisfied  the  duty, 
appreciated  by  the  right-minded  citizen,  of 
using  his  powers  to  promote  the  general  weal. 
In  an  article  published  some  )'ears  ago  he 
says  the  well-conducted  newspaper  "never 
meddles  with  a  public  abuse  unless  it  is  fla- 
grant, and  is  always  ready  to  plead  the  cause  of 
any  class  in  the  community  which  is  unable 
to  get  a  he.iring  for  substantial  grievance." 

The  removal  of  the  county  site  (1878)  and 
the  building  of  the  Rochester  and  State  Line 
Railroad  (1872-79)  were  questions  of  local 
importance.  Warsaw  bonded  for  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  secure  the  road, 
and  the  Board  of  Supervisors  passed  a  reso- 
lution in  the  interest  of  removal.  The  Hon. 
IC.  C.  Holt,  an  able  writei-,  bi-illiant  and  ver- 
satile, and  others  had  achocated  removal  of  the 
county  buildings  and  business  from  Warsaw, 
in  several  newspapers  from  week  to  week. 
At  the  solicitation  of  prominent  citizens  Mr. 
Harrington  helped  settle  both  these  ques- 
tions. Two  newspajjers  issued  extras  filled 
chiefly  with  his  articles  in  opposition  to  the 
threatened  removal.  He  addressed  a  meeting 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  bonded  towns  at 
Warsaw,  April  16,  1872,  and  as  chairman  of 
the  committee  drafted  and  reported  resolu- 
tions, which  were  unanimously  adopted.  The 
third  resolution  says,  "The  Rochester  and 
State  Line  Railwa)'  promises  to  become  .  .  . 
essentiall)'  a  trunk  line,  with  varied  and  im- 
portant connections,  creating  wealth  in  the 
country  it  traverses  by  developing  resources 
hitherto  insignificant  because  merely  local." 
The  action  of  this  committee  contributed  to 
the  revival  of  activity  which  followed  in  this 
iniblic  work,  and  assured  its  ultimate  com- 
pletion. 

In  the  summer  of  1879  l""^'  contributed  to 
the  Rochester  L^uioii  and  Advertiser  a  series  of 
articles  signed  "Taxpayer,"  criticising  the 
"management,  broken  promises,  and  violated 


obligations"  of  this  corporation,  and  urging 
enforcement  of  the  contract  for  completing  the 
road.  In  one  of  these  articles  he  said,  "It  is 
singular,  in  an  enterprise  (;f  tin's  character, 
involving  the  expenditure  of  millions  of 
money,  that,  from  the  beginning  of  the  work 
of  building  a  hunch'ed  miles  and  more  of  rail- 
way until  to-da)',  through  seven  years  of  ex- 
penditure and  agitation,  no  exhibit  has  ever 
been  made  showing  the  tlisposition  of  the  vast 
sums  of  money  i)ut  into  the  hands  of  the 
corporaticjn  that  was  nominally  buikling  this 
railway."  In  18S6  Mr.  Harrington  contrib- 
uted to  the  Wyoming  County  Times  an  article 
in  which  he  said:  "The  question  of  the  water 
supply  of  Warsaw  has  now  assumed  such  mag- 
nitude, and  its  requirements  are  so  diversified 
and  imperious,  that  the  peoide  of  Warsaw 
should  control  it.  The  village  should  own  its 
water-works."  Municipal  ownership  of  the 
water-works  was  adopted  by  a  large  majority 
of  the  popular  vote  a  few  years  later. 

At  the  close  of  the  national  encampment  of 
the  Gi-and  Army  of  the  Rej^ublic  held  in  Den- 
ver, July,  1883,  as  one  of  the  guests  of  the 
State  of  Colorado  Mr.  Harrington  partici- 
pated in  a  five  days'  excursion  over  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  As  the  member  from  New  York 
and  its  chairman,  he  prepared  antl  presented 
on  behalf  of  the  connnittee  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions, which  were  unanimously  adopted  and 
widely  published.  His  tact  and  felicity  as  an 
after-dinner  speaker  on  patriotic,  literary,  so- 
ciety, and  anniversar)'  occasions  have  received 
marked  recognition.  A  gentleman  who  had 
attended  puljlic  dinners  on  three  continents 
once  spoke  (A  Mr.  Harrington  as  one  of  the 
best  toast-masters  he  had  e\er  met.  We 
name  some  of  his  lectures,  orations,  and  occa- 
sional addresses:  "American  Literature:  Its 
Achievement  antl  Promise"  (1S56);  "The 
Imagination:  Its  I'lace  in  Actual  Life"; 
''The  Many  and  the  b\'w  —  Men  and  Their 
Rulers"  (1858);  "The  Golden  Opportunity  for 
Young  Men,"  Independence  Day  oration 
(1880);  "What  to  Read  and  H(.w  to  Read  it" 
(1882);  "The  Heart  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains "  (1885);  "The  Significance  of  Memorial 
Day"  (1886);  "The  Cost  of  the  War  to  pre- 
serve tlie  L'nion"  (1887);  "Asa  Hurr  Merrill, 
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tlic  Loyal  Volunteer,"  an  anniversary  uiation 
(18S9).  In  1S83  he  was  one  of  the  speakers 
at  the  annual  dinner  of  Amherst  alumni  in 
New  York,  and  he  has  tretjuently  sjjoken  at 
fraternity  ban(.|uets  of  eollege  men.  h'irst 
delivered  before  a  literary  society,  the  lecture 
on  Imagination  was  reiieated  before  a  |h>i> 
ular  audience  1))"  re(|Ueht  of  a  committee  of 
citizens,  and  afterward  delivered  frequently. 
The  Hon.  V.  V.  h^u'^o  said  in  the  Buffalo 
C\>;j////iir/i}/  Ai/i'Liiistr  of  I\Ir.  Harrington's 
oration  Jul)- 4,  icSSo:  "His  effort  was  in  every 
respect  worthy  of  the  occasion.  The  address 
was  pleasing,  ho[jeful,  instructive,  and  elo- 
cjuent."  Said  llie  Rochester  Democrat  and 
C/i)vii!lIi-  :  "An  adequate  report  of  this  able 
address  cannot  be  gi\en  in  brief  space.  Its 
true  place  is  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  who 
heard  it,  and  there  it  surely  shall  do  its 
work."  The  IW-sti-i/i  \iiL>  ]  ('//■ir  said  :  "His 
speech  was  a  s[)lemlid  effort,  and  tleserved  the 
generous  applause  it  received.  ...  It  was  lis- 
tened to  attentively  tliroughout."  The  Tiiiws 
said,  '"His  remarks  were  almost  entirely  im- 
jjromptu,  and  they  were  eloquently  spoken  and 
enthusiastically  received." 

An  editorial  notice  of  the  lecture  on  "The 
Heart  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,"  which  was 
delivered  in  Warsaw  four  times,  by  request  of 
audiences  who  had  listened  to  it,  said,  "It 
was  rich  in  suggestion,  clear  and  exact  in 
statement  of  altitudes,  poi)ulation,  industries, 
and  iK)ssibil ities,  told  by  one  who  possessed 
the  rare  faculty  of  clothing  excellent  ideas 
and  sountl  oi)inions  in  the  choicest  and  most 
entertaining  language."  An  editorial  notice 
of  his  Memorial  address  in  1887  said  it  was 
"more  elot|uent,  interesting,  and  suggestive 
than  is  often  heart!  on  such  an  occasion,  and 
was  thoroughly  appreciated  by  the  large  audi- 
ence, as  was  attested  by  the  fact  of  his  being 
calletl  out  the  secontl  time,  in  respori^e  to 
which  he  made  a  brief  but  brilliant  supple- 
mentary speech."  Tresiilent  Gates,  of  Am- 
herst, said  of  the  oration  on  Asa  Burr  Merrill 
that  it  was  a  "most  fitting  and  patriotic  ad- 
dress." Mr.  Merrill,  editor  of  the  New  York 
World,  a  brother  of  Captain  Merrill,  styled  it 
a  "very  thoughtful,  ajipreciative,  and  eloquent 
address."    The    Hon.    Noah    Davis   said  he 


"read  this  aeldress  with  great  pleasuie.  It  is 
an  eloquent  anil  just  tribute  to  the  memor)'  ot 
Cajjtain  Merrill,  whose  brilliant  and  gallant 
service  it  depicts  in  tiniching  woicls.  What 
it  incidentally  sa)'S  of  nnnlern  motles  <■>[  educa- 
ti(m  meets  m)'  heart}'  ap|)ro\'al."  Dr.  War<l, 
editoi'  of  the  New  \'oi"k  I lulcpoiiiciit ,  said,  "I 
like  wliat  it  sa)'s  of  the  new  .South."  The 
Albau)'  l.aio  Jotinuil  gave  it  a  leading  etlito- 
rial.  Mr.  I'loctor,  author  of  "The  Bench  and 
Bar,"  said,  "It  abounds  in  learned  historical 
illustrations,  and  contains  a  well-reasoned 
criticpie  on  the  maimer  in  which  the  ca\'alry 
arm  of  the  ser\  ice  was  treated  by  jjol it ician.-, 
(hiring  the  early  years  of  the  late  Rebellion." 
.Sketches  of  the  character  ami  career  of  his 
law  precejjtor,  Thayer,  his  pastor,  Dudley,  his 
physician,  Palmer,  his  personal  and  business 
associate,  I'"arman,  his  young  acquaintance, 
Merrill,  are  instances  of  the  generous,  dis- 
criminating, and  candid  tributes  he  has  paiti  to 
worthy  friends.  Looking  backwartl,  he  may 
fairly  say  of  these  that  he  has  written  no  line 
he  need  wish  to  blot. 

Iiuited  to  deliver  the  adilress  at  Warsaw 
on  AleUKjrial  1  )ay,  1N7-,  ^Mr.  Harrington 
availed  himself  of  that  opportunity  to  urge 
the  erection  of  a  monument  for  the  soldiers 
of  W)'oming  County.  The  presentation  was 
timel)'.  Resolutions  drawn  by  him  were 
adopteil,  an  (n-ganization  was  effected,  and 
preliminary  work  was  soon  begun.  As  chair- 
man of  the  executixe  committee,  he  appealed 
to  the  jieople,  on  the  platform  and  in  resolu- 
tions, rep(jrts,  and  addresses;  and  tlie  monu- 
ment is  a  grand  expressiini  in  bronze  and 
granite  of  the  [jopular  estimate  of  the  seivice 
it  commemorates.  Mr.  Harrington  attended 
the  (irand  Army  r)f  the  Republic  Convention 
held  in  New  \'ork,  C)ctol)er  13,  1882,  at 
which  the  X'eterans"  Rights  Lhiii)n  was  organ- 
i/,ed.  He  addressed  the  convention  at  length, 
said  "discreet  counsels  should  i)re\'ail,"  and 
that  "  in  the  Post  and  at  the  encampment  ji.ir- 
tisan  |)olitics  have  no  place."  As  chairman 
of  the  committee,  lie  i)repared  a  preamble  and 
resolutions,  which  weie  unaiiimousl)-  adojjted 
by  the  convention.  .Among  them  was  the 
I  famous  resolution  ileclaring  tor  preference, 
I  "equal  capacit)-  being  assumed,"  to  Union  vet- 
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erans  in  official  appointments.  The  statutes 
of  New  ^'ork  have  since  been  modified  to 
accord   with   the  spirit   of   these  resolutions. 

He  took  an  earl)'  interest  in  i)olitics.  y\ 
boy  of  nine,  he  was  heard  discussing  the  tariff 
with  a  juvenile  WIul;  in  the  village  hotel; 
and  he  went  seven  miles  to  hear  Martin 
Grover,  then  famous  as  "the  ragged  lawyer," 
tell  why  Henry  Clay  was  not  fit  to  be  Presi- 
dent. The'n  the  I'^ree  Soil  movement  ])ushed 
revenue  eiuesti(jns  to  the  background.  Young 
Harrington's  study  of  economic  science  began 
ill  college.  With  \Va}  laiid  as  a  text-book  and 
Atlam  Smith  an  authorit}',  liis  early  impres- 
sions were  along  free  trade  lines.  The  politi- 
cal strife  of  that  time  was  attractive  to  young 
men,  and  he  took  eager  part.  On  one  occa- 
sion, in  the  campaign  of  i860,  from  a  plat- 
form fi-onting  a  jniblic  square,  in  the  blaze 
of  a  thousand  "  witle-awake  "  torches,  he  pre- 
senteil  the  aims  and  the  political  ideals  of  en- 
thusiastic young  men  of  that  day,  when  ideals 
control letl  men  and  parties.  As  the  speaker 
stepped  d(jwn,  a  venerable  Republican,  who 
had  come  into  the  new  part)'  from  the  Aboli- 
tionists, grasped  his  hand,  sa)'ing,  with  tears 
on  his  cheeks,  '"(lod  bless  \ou,  young  man, 
that's  hea\  enl)'."  He  spoke  for  I"\)lger  in  the 
city  of  New  York  in  1882.  He  did  not  join 
the  political  brigands  who  struck  the  Repub- 
lican candidate  to  hit  anothei',  and  led  the  way 
to  the  revenue  legislation  miscalled  tariff 
refoi'ui. 

The  campaign  of  1892  interested  him 
deeply.  His  early  im[)ressions  on  ecoiomics 
had  been  corrected  by  stud)'  and  observation, 
and  he  was  now  a  believer  in  the  Amei'i- 
can  system  of  protection  to  our  industries. 
His  letters  and  extracts  from  his  political 
addresses  were  wi(,lel\'  i)ublishetl  in  leading 
Republican  joui'uals.  A  veteran  who  lias 
s|)oken  elocpienlly  in  every  canipaign  since 
i860  wrote:  "I  have  ju^t  finished  reading 
]\Ir.  Harrington's  second  letter  on  the  issues 
inx'olved  in  this  campaign.  It  is  a  full, 
fair,  and  foi'cible  presentation  of  the  issues 
in  controversy  between  the  jiarties,  and  en- 
tirely unanswerable."  (jeneral  Sheridan  re- 
ferred t(j  it  in  characteristic  language  as 
"a  strong  letter."     Commissioner  Tanner  car- 


ried the  letter  to  .Secretary  Tracey  at  the 
Na\y  Department,  said  it  was  worth  votes  in 
New  York,  and  it  should  ap|)ear  |)rominently 
in  the  New  ^'(n■k  riibiiiic.  It  filled  a  column 
of  that  newsixi|)er  (October  29.  In  i^ublish- 
ing  this  letter,  the  Albany  h'.i'ciiiii;^  Journal 
called  attention  to  the  "])ointed  and  stiong 
answer  tt)  a  letter  from  the  league  seci'etary 
by  Augustus  Harrington,  the  well-known  law- 
yer." The  Huffahj  F.xprcss  said:  ".Some  time 
ago  the  JixpjiSs  printed  a  letter  from  Augus- 
tus Harrington,  of  Warsaw,  in  reply  to  a  cam- 
paign document.  .  .  .  The  letter  attracted 
wide  attention,  and  was  warmly  commended 
by  Republicans.  The  secretar)'  of  the 
league  answeied  him,  and  Mr.  Harrington's 
answer  is  herewith  printed."  The  Hon. 
Charles  \\.  I'itch  said  of  this  letter:  "Brilliant 
in  rhetoric,  it  is  patriotic  in  sentiment.  I 
am  sure  it  will  do  great  good,  and  it  should 
have  the  widest  circulation."  In  this  letter 
Mr.  Harrington  said:  "It  may  not  be  out  of 
l^lace  to  say  that,  so  far  as  I  am  a  p(ditician, 
I  am  an  amateur,  not  a  professional.  I  ha\'e 
addressed  my  fellow-citizeiis  on  the  political 
issues  many  times,  never  for  reward,  either 
money  or  office.  .  .  .  I'ei'sonall)',  I  expect  as 
many  favors  from  Cleveland  as  from  Harrison. 
To  me  these  men  stand  for  the  principles  they 
represent.  The  i)arty  is  stronger  than  any 
man.  Mr.  Cleveland's  personality  has  little 
to  do  with  the  vital  question  of  the  hour. 
He  cannot  control  the  men  who  have  seized 
the  reins."  The  Troy  Daily  1  iiiics  said,  "In 
an  admirable  address,  "A  Last  Word  to  Re- 
pLdjlican  X'oters,'  Augustus  Hai'rington  makes 
several  strong  [loints  which  citizens  should 
consider  vv'eil  in  eleciding  how  to  cast  their 
ballots  next  Tuesday."  Though  interested  in 
l^olitical  cpiestions,  Mr.  Harririgton  has  ne\'er 
been  a  i)art)'  spoilsman  or  camp-lol  lower.  He 
has  done  what  he  couUl  for  good  government 
and  healthy  jniblic  sentiment.  He  has  not 
refuseil  to  \'ote  because  politics  are  base,  nor 
indorsed  corrupt  jiractice  on  the  ])lea  that  it 
will  helj)  the  part\.  He  once  s;ud  :  "Honesty 
is  an  cdijmeiit  ol  e  haiactei',  as  ronti'(dling  one 
da)'  or  time  as  another.  1  ha\e  110  faith  in 
the  honest)'  of  a  man  who  is  iniscru]nilous  in 
politics,  in  the  l)iety  that  shines  .Sunda\-  aiul 
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passes  under  eclipse  the  rest  (;f  the  week,  or 
in  the  ixitriotism  that  is  dormant  until  it 
scents  an  office."  In  1858  Governor  Morgan 
a])pointetl  him  Commissioner  for  loanini;'  the 
United  States  Deposit  I'\ind  in  \Vyomin<^- 
County,  and  he  perfoinied  the  duties  of  this 
office  creditably  din-iiii;  his  term.  I'ublic 
duties  with  him  have  been  incidental  and  un- 
sought. He  has  never  been  a  candidate  for 
office,  nor  shrunk  from  any  tluty  which  his 
relations  to  society  imposed.  When  a  young 
man,  he  was  nominated  by  acclamation  for 
Commissioner  of  Schools.  He  declined  this 
"unsolicited  compliment"  of  nomination  to 
an  office  which  he  said  he  must  decline  should 
he  receive  an  election.  The  Democratic 
At/as-  said,  "We  are  sorry  for  this  because,  in 
the  language  ot  the  Yorler,  '  the  nomina- 

tion was  one  eminentl)'  fit  to  be  made.'  " 

Not  yet  sixty  )ears  old,  Mr.  Harrington  has 
been  successful  as  teacher,  as  editor,  in  af- 
fairs, and  has  practised  a  laborious  profession 
for  a  generation.  His  writings  would  fill  vol- 
lunes.  lulucation,  tem]jerance,  good  morals, 
find  a  friend  in  him.  rra\el  has  given  him 
a  large  accpiaintance  thi'oughout  the  country. 
He  has  never  luul  the  tobacco,  opium,  or  drink 
habit.  With  a  good  ph)sique,  he  stands  six 
feet  eleven  indies,  and  weighs  one  hundred 
anil  sex'enty  ])ounds.  A  trained  and  modu- 
lated voice,  with  clear  enunciation,  enables  a 
large  audience  to  hear  him  out  or  in  doors. 
He  is  at  ease  on  the  platform,  a  practised 
sjieaker  both  with  and  without  jireparation. 
Plutarch's  phrase  about  the  troj^hies  that 
roused  'I'hemistocles  quickens  ardent  youth. 
When  Lieutenant  Stoneman  went  from  West 
i'oint  to  his  regiment,  he  met  a  family  in  the 
West  that  he  iiad  known  in  boyhood.  The 
uniform  he  wore  louciied  young  Schofield,  and 
the  ambition  then  born  unfolded  into  the  ca- 
reer of  the  soldier  who  is  at  the  head  of  the 
army.  ]'~xami)le  is  suggestive  and  insi)iring. 
A  rising  teacher  said  that  Mr.  Harrington's 
atlvice  and  exami)le  led  him  to  enter  Yale. 
Other  }i)ung  men  have  been  so  urged  and 
stimulated.  A  growing  attorney  who  was  a 
student  in  his  office,  now  gaining  prominence 
as  a  corporation  lawyer,  said  recently  that  Mr. 
Harrington  was  the  best   pleader  he  knew. 


1 1  is  commencement  oi'atiijii  asserted  the  neetl 
of  earnestness  and  positive  belief,  and  gave 
the  keynote  of  his  life.  He  has  kej)!  in  touch 
with  the  best  siicial  im|)ulse,  with  the  spirit 
that  animates  the  faithful  citizen,  with  the 
life  that  tills  a  duty  or  a  need,  and  d(jes  n'»t 
measure  ordinary  men  by  the  standard  of  the 
individual  here  ami  there  who  has  claim  as 
a  warrior,  as  a  statesman,  or  as  a  hero. 
Whether  it  fills  a  page  in  the  history  of  the 
nation,  (jf  the  race,  or  of  the  neighborhood, 
the  significance  of  an\'  life  is  in  its  character. 
In  place  of  formal  anal)sis,  we  copy  here  from 
a  careful  sketch  [irepared  by  another,  and 
printed  some  years  ago:  — 

"Mr.  Harringt(jn  learns  with  great  rapidity, 
especially  by  observation,  and  never  allows 
an)  thing  to  escape  his  attention  that  C(jmes 
within  his  range.  ...  He  is  somewhat  re- 
markable in  his  ability  to  remember  persons, 
and  t(j  recognize  anything  which  has  once 
secured  his  attention.  ...  He  has  good  con- 
versational ability  and  no  hesitation  generally 
for  words.  He  has  self-respect,  independence 
of  mind,  and  mi;re  than  onlinary  tlecision. 
.  .  .  He  is  kind,  obliging,  liberal;  and  he 
cannot  bear  t(j  see  the  weak,  helpless,  and  in- 
nocent abused.  .  .  .  He  loves  the  truth,  has 
no  fellowship  with  injustice  and  wrong,  antl 
is  determined  to  d(j  what  he  considers  right  at 
any  sacrifice.  He  cannot  bear  disorder,  is 
decidedly  ilisposed  to  have  everything  where 
it  belongs,  .  .  .  has  a  lively  and  vivid  imagi- 
nation and  excellent  taste,  a  happ)'  talent  for 
comparison,  readily  detects  resemblances  or 
discrepancies,  can  illustrate,  anal)'ze,  and  per- 
ceive analogies  or  the  want  of  them,  has  ex- 
cellent poweis  of  generalization  and  superior 
critical  abilit}',  is  anxious  to  know  the  cause 
of  pluMiomena  tliat  attract  his  attention,  has 
a  dee]),  original  mind  and  suiJeriur  juilg- 
ment." 


SAMUh:i,  JOllNSOX,  an  attorney- 
at-law  and  counsellor  in  the  village  of 
Waisaw,  was  born  in  Ceiitrefield,  On- 
tario County,  N.\'.,  October  28,  1840. 
His  grandfather,  Isaac  Johnson,  was  a  New 
England  farmer  in  good  circumstances,  the 
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(late  of  whose  (Icatii  is  unccrlain.  His  widow, 
who  lived  lo  a  great  age,  died  in  Auburn. 
The  children  of  the  grandparents  were:  l""ran- 
cis,  Horace  C,  Iliram,  Clarissa,  antl  Anielia. 

IHrani  Jtjhnson,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  biography,  was  born  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut in  i8coo.  Though  not  college-bred, 
he  was  a  man  of  scholarly  attainments,  and 
made  quite  a  notable  reputation  as  a  ci\il 
engineer  and  surveyor.  He  surveyed  and  laid 
out  the  course  of  one  of  the  earliest  railroads 
in  Ohio;  and  his  work  was  esteemed  of  a  very 
superior  cpiality,  and  has  stood  the  test  of 
comparison  with  many  of  more  modern  con- 
struction. After  his  marriage  in  1839  he 
lived  near  Canailoga,  in  Ontario,  until  1840, 
when  he  went  to  I'armersville,  where  he  took 
charge  of  a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  acres,  besides  a  smaller  tract  covering 
ninety  acres.  Having  sustained  some  heavy 
financial  losses  through  tlie  banking  establish- 
ment in  Canadoga,  he  went  into  the  country 
for  some  years,  hoping  b\-  retrenching  his  ex- 
penses to  somewhat  retrie\'e  his  impaired  fort- 
unes. He  was  mcjst  successful  as  a  farmer; 
and,  after  moving  to  Warsaw  in  1857,  he  for 
eight  years  gave  up  the  active  cares  of  busi- 
ness life.  In  1865  he  took  his  family  to 
Powersville,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  in  great 
retirement.  I\Ir.  Johnson's  first  wife  was 
Miss  Jane  Slade,  tlie  slaughter  of  a  sailor. 
She  dietl  in  1S69,  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of 
her  age,  leaving  five  children  —  Frank  II., 
living  in  Warsaw;  J.  Samuel,  of  whom  this 
is  a  rec(jnl ;  ITi-^a,  the  wife  of  George  M. 
King,  of  Marion,  Intl.,  the  mother  of  three 
children;  ICllen,  the  wife  of  W.  F.  Wilson,  a 
machine  manufactui'er  of  Chicago,  and  the 
mother  of  one  tlaughter;  lulgar  H.,  a  manu- 
facturer of  meat  compounils  and  extracts  in 
Marion,  Ind.,  and  a  member  of  a  comp my 
having  a  m(jno[)oly  of  the  business  in  lliis 
country.  He  has  a  son  and  a  daughter.  Mr. 
Hiram  Johnson  was  married  a  second  time, 
and  was  a  widower  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  1875. 

J.  Samuel  Johnson  studied  in  the  Warsaw 
Academy  and  Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary. 
He  began  the  studv  of  law  with  General 
Thayer,  with  whom  he  read  for  six  months. 


He  next  studieil  under  Judges  Comst(jck  and 
Heal)',  whose  office  he  left  in  August,  1862, 
to  enlist  in  Company  D  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-sixth  New  \'ork  Infantry.  b'lom 
the  rank  of  Orderly  and  Sergeant  he  rose  t(j 
that  of  Lieutenant,  and  was  for  eighteen 
months  in  the  Ariuies  of  the  I'otomac  and 
Cumberland.  He  was  at  last  discharged  on 
account  of  failing  health,  and  returning  home 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1864,  begin- 
ning practice  with  Mr.  M.  F.  Hartlett,  of 
Warsaw,  under  the  firm  name  of  Bartlett  & 
Johnson.  Two  years  later  he  changed  his 
place  of  residence  to  Arcade,  where,  in  part- 
nership with  A.  K.  Knight  of  that  town,  he 
pursued  his  profession  for  a  tlecade.  At  the 
dissolution  of  this  partnershij)  in  1876  Mr. 
Johnson  returned  to  Warsaw,  where,  either 
alone  or  in  jiartnership,  he  has  ever  since  con- 
ducted a  large  practice.  Mr.  Bartlett,  with 
whom  he  was  connected  for  a  time,  went  to 
Dakota;  and  Mr.  Johnson's  subsecpient  ci^d- 
league  was  Mr.  H.  F.  Deane.  The  present 
firm,  known  as  Johnson  &  Corell,  has  been  in- 
corporated for  the  past  nine  )'ears.  ]\Ir.  John- 
son is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a  Past  Master 
of  the  Arcade  Lotlge.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Rochester,  and  belongs 
to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
In  civic  relations  he  has  filled  many  offices, 
among  them  that  of  village  Fresident  of  Ar- 
cade; ami  during  his  residence  in  Warsaw  he 
has  been  \'illage  Trustee  anil  District  Attor- 
ney. He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  As- 
sembly of  1890-91,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1894,  which  was 
so  strongly  supported  b)'  the  peciple  in  Xo- 
vend)er  of  Jiat  year,  and  which  was  one  of  the 
strongest  and  most  efficient  bodies  in  the 
State.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Judi- 
ciary Conuuittee  of  1890,  and  was  one  of  the 
Commissioneis  on  b'inance,  Taxation,  and 
Charities.  This  fact  has  a  dee];  significance, 
for  this  State  is  c<incedetl  to  be  pre-eminent 
in  the  dispensation  antl  management  of  its 
charities.  He  is  a  J'ast  Conunander  of  Gibbs 
l\)st  of  the  Grand  Arm)',  and  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  May  5,  1865, 
to  Miss  Mary  McFarland,    who  was  born  at 
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Twiiisbury-,  Ohio,  a  (kiu<j,htcr  of  Mr.  H.  Mc- 
Farland,  a  niercliaiit  of  that  town.  Mr.  Mc- 
Farlaiul  dietl  in  1885.  His  widow  survived 
liim  six  years.  Both  lived  to  be  nearly 
ninety.  The  I\Icl""arland  estate  was  divided 
between  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely: 
Gilbert,  living  near  Clevehuul,  a  man  of 
some  jjroperty;  lulwin,  a  shipper  and  real 
estate  owner  in  Cleveland;  Cordelia,  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Myron  K.  ]5artlett,  of  this 
place;  Mrs.  Johnson;  Sarah,  the  widow  of 
Mr.  Smith,  who  is  living  in  Cleveland;  and 
Amelia,  now  Mrs.  I'llbert  Newell,  of  Delta, 
Ohio. 

Mrs.  Johnson,  wlio  was  educated  at  the 
Twinsburg  Academy,  is  a  graceful  hostess  in 
her  pleasant  home  on  Flm  Street,  where  they 
have  lived  since  1876.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren, and  i)erhaps  for  that  reason  are  more 
closely  drawn  together  in  mutual  and  interde- 
pendent comijani(jnship. 


RANK  K.  WADl-:,  editor  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  Wyoming  Comity  rrihu)iL\ 
and  one  of  the  leading  young  jourrial- 
ists  of  Wyoming  County,  was  born  in  Castile, 
January  8,  1869,  and  is  a  son  of  James  L.  and 
Jennie  S.  (Cooper)  W'aile. 

Mr.  Wade  finished  his  education  at  Terry 
Academy;  and,  having  a  taste  for  join^nal ism, 
he  set  himself  to  acquire  complete  knowledge 
of  the  ]>rinter's  trade,  in  order  that  he  might 
be  thorouglily  \'ersed  in  all  departments  of 
newspaper  work.  I'he  "art  preservative," 
wdiich  fascinated  Henjamin  T'ranklin,  and  de- 
veloped the  inherent  greatness  in  Horace 
Greeley,  has  its  votaries  in  all  walks  of  life; 
and,  once  within  the  sauctuDi  saiiclorinii  and 
familiar  with  its  enthralling  mysteries,  one 
rarely  forsakes  this  vocation  for  another.  So 
Mr.  Wade,  after  some  exjierieuce  in  different 
oflices,  settled  in  Castile,  his  native  town, 
where  in  1892  he  started  the  weekly  Tyihimc, 
a  successful  Rejiublican  sheet,  having  a  ciicu- 
lation  of  nine  huntlreil  copies,  and  rapidly 
growing  in  public  favor.  It  is  a  bright  and 
newsy  paper,  up  to  date  in  its  relation  of 
current  events,  and  tilled  with  articles  of  in- 
terest to  its  various  reatlers.     In  fact,  it  re- 


flects great  ciedit  upon  its  )<)ung"  editor  and 
projjrietor. 

lUit  Mr.  Watle  does  not  devote  all  his  time 
to  literary  work.  lie  is  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  Castile,  an  office  which  re- 
quires financial  knowledge  and  some  skill  in 
the  manipulation  of  figures:  and  he  is  Secre- 
tar)'  t)f  the  Wyoming  County  ICditorial  Asso- 
ciation. He  is  a  firm  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  is  respected  and  es- 
teemed by  the  citizens  of  Castile  and  vicinity, 
not  only  for  his  journalistic  enterprise,  but 
because  of  his  enthusiastic  interest  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  town. 

In  1893  Mr.  Wade  nuuried  Miss  Belle  Bis- 
sell,  who  was  born  in  LeRoy,  July  3,  1S72. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Levi  T.  and  Belona 
(Anderson)  Bissell,  the  former  a  prosperous 
farmer,  who  during  his  later  years  was  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  business  in  LeRoy, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years, 
leaving  a  widow  and  one  child,  the  latter  now 
Mrs.  Wade.  Another  daughter,  Eunice,  died 
at  an  early  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wade  have 
(Uie  child,  Bissell  L.,  born  May  11,  1894. 


XANDKR  EDWARDS,  a  promi- 
nent citi/en  of  Livingston  County, 
was  born  in  Bath,  Steuben  County, 
N.Y.,  October  13,  1823,  son  of 
George  C.  and  Hannah  (Carpenter)  Edwards. 
His  jxiternal  grandfather,  lulward  lulwards,  a 
native  of  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  removed  frtun 
Stockbridge  to  Broome  County,  N.Y.,  but 
later  went  ttj  Michigan.  He  reared  a  large 
family.  His  son  Geoi'ge  acquired  a  supeiior 
education  tor  the  times,  antl  studied  law, 
which  he  practised  first  in  lilmira,  N.\'.,  and 
afterward  in  15ath,  Steuben  County,  where  he 
was  Count v  Judge  for  many  years,  and  occu- 
pied a  high  i)ositi()n  in  the  regard  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens, both  on  account  of  his  legal 
knowledge  and  because  of  his  sterling  per- 
sonal cluiractei-.  He  died  at  the  age  of  fifty. 
He  and  his  wife  Hannah  reared  seven  children 
uut  of  a  famil)'  of  eight;  namelv,  Mary, 
George,  Jesse,  Clarissa,  Alexander,  Mason, 
autl  John.  The  mother  spent  her  last  years 
in  Bath,  ;ind  died  at  the  age  of  eight v-three. 
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Alexander  lulwards  remained  in  l^ath  until 
the  age  of  eigiiteen.  Ilavinj^-  received  his 
early  education  in  the  ilhstriet  school,  he  en- 
joyed the  additional  advantage  of  attending  a 
select  school  in  that  place.  He  then  went  to 
Hornellsville,  and  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  large 
countr)'  store,  where  he  remainetl  three  yeai'.^, 
anti  ac(-|uired  a  knowledge  of  business 
methods.  He  then  went  to  Penn  Yan  for  a 
year,  and  from  there  to  Hammondsport  for 
the  same  period,  after  which  he  returned  to 
l^ath,  and  [jassed  a  year  amid  the  scenes  of  his 
boyhood.  On  .Seijtember  I,  1847,  became  to 
Hansville,  and  olitained  a  position  as  clerk,  at 
which  occupation  be  remained  until  1840, 
when  be  went  into  business  for  himself,  tak- 
ing as  partner  Mr.  Matthew  McCartney.  The 
firm  continued  in  trade  until  1855,  when  Mr. 
McCartney  withdrew,  and  Mr.  f'Ldwards  con- 
ducted the  bu.siness  alone  for  two  years.  His 
health  beginning  to  fail,  he  sold  out,  and 
practically  retired  from  active  work  for  a  while. 
In  1865  he  i)egan  to  lot)k  after  the  business 
interests  of  his  wife,  who  is  the  owner  of  con- 
siderable property  in  farm  lands  in  North 
Dansville  and  adjoining  towns,  and  has  occu- 
pied himself  in  this  way  to  the  present  time. 
His  capacity  for  business  matters  has  been 
recognized  by  his  neighbors  and  fellow-towns- 
men, and  his  opinion  is  often  sought  in  affairs 
of  consequence.  He  also  occupies  the  posi- 
tion of  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Dansville  Cemetery  Association. 

Mr.  l£dwards  was  married  in  1849  to  Eliza- 
beth G.  McCurdy,  daughter  of  James  Mc- 
Curdy,  further  mention  of  whom  may  be  found 
in  the  sketch  of  John  T.  McCurdy.  Mrs. 
lulwards  was  one  of  sewn  children,  the  others 
being:  William  Gray;  Mary  Ann,  who  married 
Samuel  Sturgeon  ;  Margaret,  who  became  the 
wife  of  David  McNair;  J(jhn;  Hugh  T.  ;  and 
James  M.,  all  of  whom  are  now  living  e.xce|)t 
William  Gray.  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  lldwards  have 
two  children  —  James  McCurdy  and  Eliza- 
beth, now  Mrs.  Albert  Sweet.  Faithful  to 
their  convictions  of  religious  duty,  the  family 
are  active  ami  valueel  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  in  which  Mr.  lulwards  is  an 
Elder.  The  annexed  ]iortrait  of  Mr.  lulwards 
will  be  appreciated  by  many  frienils. 


I'Xri'K  S.  ])A\'1S,  a  well-known 
merchant  of  \'ar\-sburg,  X.\'.,  and 
bi'iillier  i)f  (  hesler  W.  ])a\'is,  was 
n  in  llie  tuwn  ol  ja\  a,  in  the  same 
count)'  of  W)  liming,  June  5,  1841.  His 
fathei',  .Salem  Davis,  a  native  of  the  tiiwn  df 
Wales,  Hampden  Ciiunt)-,  Mass.,  was  the  son 
of  Moses  Da\  is,  a  farmer  of  that  State.  'I'he 
family  ancestors  were  both  WeKli  and  Eng- 
lish. The  wife  of  Moses  l)a\is  was  a  Miss 
Mclnt}'re,  a  nati\e  of  New  Pjiglantl,  who  be- 
came the  mother  ot  thiee  sons  ami  two  daugh- 
ters, all  ol  whom  mai'ried,  had  (.hildien,  and 
ha\  e  jias^etl  awa)  .  3iloseri  Da\  is  dieil  at  the  age 
of  eighty-si.\,  and  his  wife  at  ox'cr  eighty  }ears. 
Two  of  their  sons,  Jephthah  and  Salem  Davis, 
came  to  \'ar)'sburg  in  1832,  and  here  established 
themsehes   a^   caitleis   and   cloth  dressers. 

Salem  Da\  is  about  that  time  married  Miss 
Julia  E)odge,  of  (.'harlton,  Worcester  County, 
Mass.,  daughtei'  of  Gibbs  l)otlge,  who  was  of 
ICnglish  parentage.  Two  )ears  later  he  rented 
his  interest  in  the  business,  and  settled  upon 
a  tarm  of  one  hundred  aiul  fitt)'  acres  situatetl 
south  of  tlie  \illage  of  Ja\a,  where  his  son, 
Dexter  .S.  Da\  is,  was  born.  .Sexen  years  later 
.Salem  Dax  is  returned  to  \'ar\sburg,  and  jmr- 
chased  his  brother  Jephthah's  interest  in  the 
carding  business.  He  continued  to  conduct 
the   establishment   until  when  he  sold 

out,  and  in  compan)'  with  his  son,  Chester  W. 
Da\is,  engaged  in  mercantile  Inisiness,  which 
the)'  contiiiued  one  year.  .Salem  Da\'is  then 
bought  out  the  other  member  of  the  firni,  and 
continued  it  alone  till  1863,  when  his  son, 
Dexter  .S. ,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  bought 
out  the  business.  Mrs.  .Salem  Da\is  died  in 
1883,  at  the  age  ot  se\ cut \'-l w <i,  having  borne 
eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  tlanghters, 
two  sons  ami  two  daughters  attaining  majority. 
George  G.,  the  first-born,  died  at  the  age  of 
twent)'-nine  )'e,irs,  leaving  a  wife  and  four 
children.  Mr.  Dextei'  .S.  Davis  has  two  sis- 
ters living — Mary  J.,  wife  of  .Samuel  Ken- 
netly,  of  .St.  Anne,  Canada;  and  Helen  E. , 
widow  of  Eilward  Madden,  late  of  \'ar)'sburg. 
.Salem  Da\isdied  in  March,  1883,  aged  about 
seventy-five  years,  both  h imself  and  wife  hav  ing 
been  members  of  the  h  ree  Will  Pajitist  church. 
Dexter  S.  Dax  is  was  educated  in  the  di>trict 
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schools,  and  from  a  very  early  age  assisted  his 
father  in  l)usiness,  remaining  with  him  until 
1862,  when  he  went  to  Massachusetts,  where 
he  worked  ahout  a  )ear  in  a  shoe  factory.  In 
December,  i<S63,  he  returned  and  purchased 
his  father's  business,  his  l^rother,  Chester  \\'., 
having  gone  to  California.  Mr.  Da\is  con- 
ductetl  the  business  alone  for  about  seven  years, 
when  his  brother  returnetl  and  bought  a  half- 
interest  in  the  firm,  continuing  two  years,  as 
|)er  agreement.  Intliefall  of  1 CS94  Mr.  Dex- 
ter S.  Da\'is  refitted  the  store,  putting  in  new 
gootis,  and  making  much  needed  improve- 
ments, lie  owns  one-half  interest  in  a  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres,  and 
two  other  small  tracts  of  land.  lie  also  owns 
the  post-office  block. 

On  December  1;,,  1870,  Mr.  Davis  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice  K.  Parker, 
daughter  of  Nelson  Parker,  of  the  neighboring 
town  of  Orange\  ille.  Her  father  died  in  May, 
18S7,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine;  and  her  mcjther 
is  now  li\'ing,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  two  children 
—  Charles  N.,  a  young  man  of  twent}'-one 
years,  a  gratluate  of  Lima  Academy,  who  is 
employed  by  his  father  in  the  store;  and  a  girl 
of  nine  )ears,  named  Hlanche  M.  Mr.  iJavis 
is  a  Master  Mason.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  was  Postmaster  twenty-one  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  aie  P'rce  Will  Baptists,  he 
having  joined  that  church  twenty-seven  }'ears 
ago.  He  erected  his  pleasant  residence  the 
year  [nexious  to  his  marriage,  anil  has  s|jent 
his  married  life  beneath  its  comfortable  roof. 
He  is  a  bus\',  energetic  merchant,  and  in  every 
wa)'  a  Ciipable  business  man. 


\TA    '^^^^^  ^ ^' '^'''^^       1  R  V I N (}         \'  A N 
Y^A/      ALLIEN,  a  leading  member  of  the 
^  legal      jirofession      of  Livingston 

County,  and  a  prominent  and  influential  citi- 
zen of  the  town  of  Mount  Morris,  is  the  lineal 
descendant  of  one  of  the  oi  iginal  Dutch  [lio- 
neers,  one  of  his  ancestors  luu'ing  emigrated 
from  Holland  about  the  yeai"  1640,  and  located 
in  the  town  of  Kinderhook,  Columbia  County, 
which  was  then  largely  populated  by  people  of 
that  sturdy  race. 


John  Ja)-  Van  Allen,  the  grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  brief  biograijli ical  notice,  was 
born  in  K i ndeiiiook  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  last  centiu")',  and  there  grew  to  man's 
estate.  He  was  a  taimei'  and  cmi  ier  b)'  tiade; 
and  alter  his  marriage  to  Pctse\'  Cooper  he 
i'emo\ed  to  Allegany  Count\',  where  he  carried 
on  his  trade,  and  was  also  interested  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  was  a  most  lo\al  and 
patriotic  citi/cen,  and  fouglit  for  his  countr\- 
throughout  the  War  of  i.Sij,  afterward  return- 
ing to  his  homestead  in  Allegany  County, 
where  he  and  his  worth\-  wife  I'cmained  until 
called  to  their  eternal  rest. 

His  son,  who  was  also  named  John  Jay  \'an 
yMIcii,  was  a  nati\e  of  the  town  of  Pirdsall, 
and  recei\'ed  his  jji'eliminai)'  education  in  the 
distiict  schools  ol  that  place,  and  afterward 
attendeil  the  deneseo  Acacleni)'.  During  the 
days  of  his  earh"  manhood  he  was  engaged  a 
part  of  the  time  as  a  teacher,  sul)sec|uent ly 
being  emplo\ed  as  a  clerk,  both  at  Angelica 
and  at  Wateiloo.  Preferring  a  }jrotessional 
life  to  any  other,  and  being  well  adajited  for 
the  legal  profession,  he  jnu'sued  the  stud)'  of 
law  in  the  office  of  Ilathawa)'  &  Woods  at 
Pllmira,  and  since  his  admission  to  the  bar  has 
practised  law  foi"  ui:)ward  of  forty  years,  ha\-- 
ing  been  located  the  greater  portion  of  the 
time  in  the  town  of  Watkins,  Schu)  ler  Count\', 
where  he  has  a  reputatiori  as  an  able  and  ear- 
nest jurist,  seccjnd  to  none  in  that  \icinity. 
He  has  always  taken  a  leading  part  in  public 
affairs,  and  was  the  first  District  Attorne)- 
e\er  ap])ointed  in  .Schuyler  Count\'.  During 
the  administi'ation  of  Cio\-ernor  .Se\'mour  he 
was  a  member  of  hi>  staff,  bidding  the  rank  of 
Colonel.  He  married  .So])hia  Downer,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  C.  Downer,  of  X'ermont, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children; 
namel)',  Charlotte  L. ,  .Althea  .\.,  Margaret, 
and  Washington  Irving. 

Washington  Ir\ing  \'an  Allen  was  the 
youngest  child,  and  made  his  a|ipearance  u|Kin 
this  stage  of  his  existence  on  Jul\'  t,  1856,  in 
the  town  of  Watkins.  He  was  a  bl  ight  and 
studious  vouth  ;  and,  having  finished  his  aca- 
demic studies  in  the  village  of  his  nati\itv,  he 
took  a  course  at  Cornell  Universit)'.  Inherit- 
ing in  a  marked  degree  the  legal  and  intellect- 
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iial  al)i  1  it)' that  lias  cliaractcrizcd  his  honored 
siic,  he  hegaii  the  stud)'  n|  law  in  the  oflice  of 
his  fathei'.  This  lie  ga\e  up  for  a  time,  in 
order  to  pursue  the  stud)'  of  medicine;  bui, 
resuming  his  legal  woik,  he  was  admitted  lo 
the  bar  in  Schu\'ler  County  in  1877,  and  con- 
tiiuied  the  |)iactice  of  his  chosen  ]M'ofession  in 
that  count)'  for  eight  \ears.  Mr.  \'an  Allen 
has  since  then  been  successfully  located  at 
Clifton  Springs  and  in  L-tica,  and  in  i.Sgowas 
apj)ointed  District  Attorney  in  Schuyler 
Count)'.  lie  has  devoted  a  ])art  of  his  time  to 
writing  on  legal  subjects,  and  has  worked  in 
that  connection  with  his  father-in-law,  Will- 
iam Wait,  wlio  is  renowned  as  one  of  the  best 
authorities  on  the  legal  questions  of  the  day, 
his  works  on  ci\  il  law  being  highly  spoken  of 
throughout  the  countiy.  In  Jannar)',  1894, 
Mi\  \'an  .Allen  opened  his  present  office  in 
Mount  Moiris,  and  in  the  prosecution  (jf  his 
calling  is  meeting  with  uiu|ucstioned  success. 
On  Memorial  Dav  of  that  \ear  he  was  chosen 
to  deliver  the  commemoratix'e  address,  which 
was  ])roiiouncetl  b)'  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of 
listening  to  it  one  of'  the  finest  oratorical 
efforts  ever  delivered  in  this  section  of  the 
county.  In  [lolitics  Mr.  \'aii  Allen  has  uiii- 
fornil)"  cast  his  \ote  with  the  Democratic 
party,  antl  he  is  a  jirominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  fi'aternity. 

Mr.  \'au  .Allen  was  united  in  marriage  in 
I.S78  to  Miss  Ihu'riet  ]•'..  Wait,  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Caroline  (\'an  Allen)  Wait,  the 
latter  of  whom  is  a  nati\'e  of  Kinderhook, 
and  a  cousin  of  Mr.  \'an  Allen's  father. 
'I'hree  children  have  been  born  into  the  ha|)py 
householil  thus  established,  as  follows:  Caro- 
line, John  }iiy,  |r.,  and  William.  Since  coni- 
iug  to  Mount  Morris,  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  AlK  n 
have  won  an  assuied  position  in  its  social  cii- 
cles;  and  their  |)leasant  home  is  the  centre  of 
true  retinement  and  genial  hospitality. 


'AMb'.S  A.  STOW]-:,  an  indejiendent, 
eiUi'rprising,  and  practical  agriculturist 
of  Wyoming  Count\',  is  the  owner  of 
three  farms,  aggregating  three  hundred 
acres,  and  is  one  of  the  valued  citizens  of  the 
town  of  Warsaw.     lie  was  born  in  Attica,  in 


this  count^',  Jul)'  4,  1825,  and  is  a  son  of 
Ilcman  .Stowe,  who  was  boiii  in  Massachusetts 
in  17N2,  and  died  in  Attica  in  1.SJ7.  lleiiian 
was  a  son  ol  llarrisou  Stowe,  who  ser\'ed 
throughout  the  entire  se\en  )ears  of  the  Re\d- 
lutionar\-  Wai'. 

After  an"i\ing  at  \'eais  of  manhood  lleman 
Stowe  left  the  State  of  his  nati\it)',  and,  in 
com|)an\'  with  four  other  men,  came  with  an  (j\ 
team  to  this  comity.  The  land  was  then  an 
unbroken  wilderness,  and  the)  were  obliged  to 
cut  their  way  through  the  tangled  underbrush 
ami  thick  forests  with  their  axes.  Mr.  Stowe 
took  up  a  tract  of  laiul  fi'(jm  the  Ibdlancl  I'at- 
ent,  al)out  tun  miles  west  of  Attica,  in  what 
has  since  been  included  in  tlie  town  of  Hen- 
nington.  \\\  pei  severing  iiuhi>try  he  clearetl 
a  part  of  his  one  hundred  acres;  and  soon  after 
liis  union  with  Sail)'  (iookings  he  mo\ed  to 
the  \illage  of  .Attica,  wheie  he  resumed  his 
trade  of  shoemaking,  which  he  had  learned  in 
Massachusetts,  lie  was  a  |jatri(jtic  and  ])ul)lic- 
spirited  man,  antl  during  the  War  of  1812  he 
served  with  characteristic  zeal.  (jf  the  three 
children  whoni  he  reared  the  fcdlowing  is  re- 
coi'tlcd  :  llarriet,  widow  ot  D.  L.  Cook,  re- 
sides at  -Silxcr  .Springs,  Cainesville.  l\mily, 
the  wife  of  Marv  in  II  ill,  the  proprietor  of  a 
fine  ranch  in  Los  Angeles,  Cab,  has  been  a 
liractising  plnsician  for  twent)-h\'e  years,  and 
has  a  wide  reputation  for  skill  and  abilit)'. 
James  .\.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  One 
daughter,  I'lKebc,  married  X'alentine  Parker; 
and  lioth  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Stowe  sur 
\  i\cd  her  husband  lor  a  long  pel  iod,  th'ing  in 
l^Cift.  in  the  seventieth  year  of  her  age.  .Soon 
after  hei'  husband's  tleath  she  lost  her  reason, 
and  for  fourteen  years  was  an  inniate  of  the 
as\lum  for  the  in>ane  at  Hata\ia,  where  she 
regainetl  the  use  of  her  faculties;  and  she  sjjent 
the  remainder  of  her  life  with  her  children. 

James  .\.  .Stowe  was  but  two  )ears  old  when 
his  father  died;  and  the  following  )'ear  he  en- 
tered the  home  of  Lyman  Hrainartl,  with  whom 
he  lived  until  thirteen  yeais  of  age.  Coming 
then  to  Wai'saw,  he  worked  on  a  farm  for  three 
years,  receiving  four  dollar^  a  niontli  for  his 
labors.  .Mi'.  Sfowe  then  learned  the  trade  of 
a  carpenter  and  joiner;  and,  having  a  good 
de,d  of   native  mechanical  ability,  he  became 
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very  skilful  at  his  work,  which  he  followed 
with  <;o()cl  ijeeiiniar}'  results  for  thirty  years, 
when  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  which 
has  since  heen  his  occupation.  He  has  made 
additions  to  his  first  puixhase,  and  is  the  owner 
of  lliree  fine  fai'ms,  which  in  jioint  of  im- 
|)ro\emcnl.-i  and  ec|uipnicnls  will  compare  la\'or- 
abl}'  with  the  best  in  the  vicinit)'.  l-'ollowing 
in  the  fo(jtstcps  of  his  ancestors,  wIkj  were 
e\ei-  lo\-al  and  i)atriotic,  fighting  in  defence  of 
their  country,  his  grandfather  in  the  Re\'olu- 
tion,  and  his  father  in  the  War  of  1812,  he 
also  abandoned  ci\ic  life  during  the  late  Re- 
belli<in,  ami  on  Augiibt  15,  1862,  enlisteil  in 
Comi)an)'  ]i,  One  Hundred  and  Thirt)-si.\th 
New  \'ork  \'otunteer  Infantry,  and  was  elected 
Cori)oial  of  the  compan)'.  He  was  wounded 
by  a  shell  in  the  left  hand,  at  the  battle  of 
Chancellors\  ille  ;  but  be  continued  with  his 
regiment  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he 
was  honorably  discharged.  I\Ir.  Stowe  is  an 
active  Republican,  and  he  is  a  charter  member 
of  Gibbs  I'ost,  Xo.  130,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  I^oth  he  and  his  wife  are  \'alued 
members  of  the  Methodist  church,  where  dur- 
ing his  membership  of  forty-one  years  he  has 
hlled  the  \arious  offices  of  the  church,  occu- 
pying every  position  excepting  that  of  pastor. 
As  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  honorabk'  and 
ui)right  in  all  of  his  transactions,  he  is  held  in 
high  respect,  and  regarded  as  a  valued  and 
trustetl  citizen. 

The  mari'iage  ceremoii)'  uniting  the  desti- 
nies of  Mr.  James  A.  .Stowe  and  Miss  b'anny 
M.  IIi)we  was  performed  in  1849  by  the  )oung 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  William  l^ristol,  that 
being  his  fust  official  act.  Two  children  ha\e 
been  born  of  their  union,  one  of  wliom  died  in 
infanc)';  and  the  other,  Harry,  now  a  sturdy 
}'oung  man  of  se\'enteen  years,  assists  his 
father  in  the  management  of  his  farms. 


T^^VARl)  G.  MATTHEWS,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Perry,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Leicester,  Livingston  Count}', 
N.  ^^ ,  .September  28,  1824,  a  son  of  John  and 
Susannah  (Talier)  Matthews,  his  father  having 
been  born  in  Wales,  .September  10,  1797. 
The   latter  was   the  son  of   I'xlward  and  Mary 


Matthews,  nati\es  of  Wales,  who  came  to 
.America  about  the  year  1800,  and  settled  at 
Pittsford,  Monroe  Count)',  X.^'.,  which  was 
then  a  wilderness.  Grandfather  Matthews  ac- 
(piired  about  eighty  acres,  most  ot  wbiLb  be 
cleared  and  i  in|iro\ed,  erecting  substaiiticd 
faiin  luiildings,  and  becoming  a  well-to-do 
larmer.  He  lived  to  an  ad\aneed  age.  His 
first  wife  died,  lea\  iiig  one  child,  John  ,  and  he 
married  a  second,  by  whom  he  had  another 
son,  ]'dias. 

John  Matthews  received  a  limited  educaticm, 
and  was  bound  out  to  a  ^Ir.  Haines,  of  Geneva, 
with  whom  he  sta\ed  till  he  was  twenty-one, 
and  learned  the  carjjenter's  trade.  He  then 
came  to  Peri\',  where  be  worked  six  }ears. 
()n  December  18,  l82j,  he  married  .Susannah 
'Paber,  who  was  born  Xovember  i,  1802,  at 
-Scipio,  Ca)'uga  County,  daughter  of  Gideon 
'Paber.  Her  father  was  a  farmer,  who  died  at 
a  go(xl  old  age  in  the  town  of  Castile,  W\'0- 
ming  County.  After  his  marriage  John  Mat- 
thews removed  to  Centreville,  Allegany 
County,  wliere  he  purchased  a  small  farm, 
which  he  conducted  in  conjunction  with  his 
regular  trade.  He  remained  there  until  his 
death,  whieb  occurred  PYlnaiary  13,  1862;  and 
bis  wile,  who  sur\  ived  him,  died  in  the  tnwn 
of  Perr)-,  Wyom i ng  Count)',  October  23,  1871. 
'Pile)'  were  meniljers  of  the  Bajitist  church. 
John  Matthews  was  a  Whig  and  afterward  a 
Republican  in  pcditics,  having  served  as  .As- 
sessor and  Poor  ALister.  Pie  reared  a  family  of 
eight  children,  namely:  P'dward  G. ,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketcli  ;  .Sarah  M.,  born  Januar\"  3, 
1826;  llelon  'P.,  boi'ii  ;\Pireh  16,  1 82()  ;  Or\  il, 
boin  JamKir\-  26,  1833;  .Su--aii  M.,  .August  5, 
1835;  John,  Julv  14,  1837;  Cornelia,  .\ngu>t 
28,  1839;  .Mar\-  R.,  January  29,  1842;  and 
Pdias,  born  X'ovember  2(),  1844,  who  died  <  )c- 
tober  10,  1846. 

ICdward  (i.  Matthews  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen liei/an  workinu'  with  his  lather  at  the  car- 
penter's  trade.  At  twent)'-one  he  commenced 
work  for  himself  as  a  wagon-maker  during  the 
season  and  as  a  carjienter  in  tlie  summer.  He 
was  in  com])any  with  a  Mr.  Pdanehard  at  Pike, 
Wyoming  County,  for  h\e  )'ears.  In  .April, 
1868,   after  leliiupiishing   his   trade,   he  pur- 
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chased  his  present  farm,  which  is  situated  (Jiie- 
lialf  mile  fmrn  tlie  pust-otfice  at  Perry,  and 
consists  ot  one  hundred  aci'e.-.  under  i^'ood  culti- 
x'ation.  lie  has  lehuilt  anil  reiio\'ated  all  of 
liis  farm  buildings,  uhi'-h  present  a  very  neat 
and  |)rosperous  appearance.  15esides  being 
largely  engaged  in  grain-iaising,  he  has  an 
orchard  of  xarious  kinds  of  fruit-trees,  keeps 
some  \ery  line  horses  ami  cattle,  and  makes 
a  s]K'cialtv  of  feeding  sheep  winters,  keeping 
as  man)'  as  from  three  hundred  to  four  hundred 
and  fifty  head. 

On  March  16,  1853,  Air.  l-ldward  G.  Mat- 
thews was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Lapham, 
who  was  born  l-'ebruary  15,  iNjO,  at  Scipio, 
Cayuga  Counts',  tlaughter  of  Sidney  and  Jane 
(]\Iacomber)  l,a[)ham.  Her  parents  were  early 
settlers  iii  that  couiit\',  but  removed  to  Perry 
S0011  after  her  birth,  and  resided  there  till  Mr. 
Laphani's  death,  ]'"ebruarv  16,  185 1.  Mrs. 
Lajihani  is  now  li\ing.  She  was  born  Sep- 
tember 12,  iSof),  daughter  of  Zebediah  and 
Rebecca  Macomber.  I  ler  father  was  born  Octo- 
ber 8,  1785,  ami  her  mother  August  10,  1787. 
They  cai"!ie  from  Dutchess  County,  were  pros- 
])erous  fai  niers  in  Ca\  uga  County,  where  they 
lived  to  an  ach'anced  ;ige.  The}'  reared  a  fam- 
il\'  of  fourteen  children  — Jane,  l^gbert,  Al- 
bert, William,  .Smith,  Betsey  A.,  Oscar, 
Xornian,  Ilci'man,  Punice,  Jerome,  Hannah, 
Hewitt  C,  and  Pmer\'  Macomlier.  Of  these 
but  three  are  now  li\ing.  Zebeiliah  Macom- 
ber was  a  Republican  in  jxilitics,  and  a  nicm- 
ber  of  the  .Societ}'  of  I'^riends.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
lulwardC.  Matthews  ha\e  hat!  three  children, 
as  follows:  Sidne)',  boi'u  Ma\'  15,  1854,  died 
Scptembei'  2],  I  8S7.  Pud  la,  born  November 
16,  1830,  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  I"..  Cole,  resid- 
ing in  Perr\' ;  and  the\'  have  three  childreii. 
l*'lora,  l)oi'n  Xovend)er  iij,  1859,  married  John 
Higgiiis,  also  residing  in  Peri'\  ;  and  they  ha\'e 
two  ch i Idi'en. 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  has  served 
as  Assessor,  and  is  now  .Sujjervisor,  having 
held  that  olfice  for  three  \eai"s.  Mr.  Matthews 
was  for  some  lime  interestetl  in  the  Silver 
Lake  Railroad,  of  which  he  was  superintend- 
ent for  six  )ears.  Mr.  and  Mis.  Matthews  are 
members  of  the  liaplisl  chuich,  their  daugh- 
teis  ol  the  Prcsb\  lei  ian. 


CTTRA  p.  Wllb;!' pock  i.>  an  influential 
taimerand  a  lile  long  resident  in  Peices- 
tei"  lowushipi,  Pi\ingston  ('uunt\',  \.\"., 
whci  e  he  was  bni  ii  Scptembei"  29,  I  833, 
about  the  time  ol  tlie  attem|)led  secession  of 
the  "Palmetto  State,"  dui'ing  the  Presidential 
term  of  iXndrew  Jackson.  Ro\al  W'lieelock, 
his  grandtalher,  was  liu  ()nlario  Count)'  ]iio- 
neer ;  anil  mme  ol  the  tamih'  histor)'  ma)'  be 
found  in  our  sketcli  of  Austin  W.  W'heelock, 
a  brother  of  our  present  sul)ject. 

The  father  of  Austin  and  Iia  was  Harr)' 
Wheelock,  born  in  Connee  ticut,  uu  (  )ctober 
20,  1792,  in  llie  middle  of  (ieneral  Washing- 
ton's Presiilential  terni.  Mr.  IIarr\'  Wheelock 
came  to  this  section  of  New  \drk  with  his 
parents  when  only  a  child.  He  grew  up  in 
Bloomficld,  (  )ntario  CoLUity,  and  fought  in  the 
\\'ar  of  1812,  marching  trom  Buffalo.  Pi 
1819  he  came  to  Peicester  and  pui'chaseil  a 
hundi'cd  and  twent\'  acres  of  laiul,  whereon 
a  |)atch  ot  clearing  and  a  log  hou^e  were  the 
onl)'  signs  ot  civilization.  As  his  hccO't  had 
alread)'  been  given  to  a  ros)-  ISlnoniheld  dam- 
sel, he  went  back  tliere  after  hei';  and  the)' 
began  their  h.ousekee[jing  in  the  lumildest  sort 
of  w'a\',  thcii"  two  eldest  childi'en  being  boi'n  in 
the  cabin.  Rocliestcr  was  the  nearest  maiket 
town,  railwa\'s  were  unknown,  and  for  a  long 
time,  both  for  farm  work  and  travel,  the  set- 
tlers were  dependent  on  their  patient  oxen. 
In  due  time  .Mr.  Harrv  Wheelock  erected  bet- 
ter buildings;  but  he  ditl  not  (-|uit  the  old 
estate  till  summoned  by  the  Heath  Angel,  on 
June  13,  1873,  when  ovei'  four^core.  His 
marriage  took  place  Hccember  12,  i8ii),  when 
he  was  t vvent\'-sev\  n  v  ears  old,  the  bride  being 
Judith  Ciilleti,  who  was  born  h'ebruarv  4, 
1797,  and  died  pinuai)'  28,  1 8('i-,  something 
(jver  six  vears  jirior  to  the  death  ot  her  hus- 
band. Their  four  children  were:  I  harks, 
i\ust  i n,  Martha,  and  I  ra  P. 

'Phe  vouiigest,  who  is  oui"  speci  il  subject, 
obtained  what  education  he  cnuld  at  the  di->- 
trict  sclioii]  and  in  ihe  Huikl)il  t'ldlcgiate  In- 
stitute, and  helped  his  talhei'  uu  the  farm. 
Alter  mairiagi-  he  vviait  to  Ihneau  Countv,  Illi- 
nois, made  ai  rangeuients  to  settle  theie,  and 
returned  home  lor  his  wile.  l-'inding  tli.it 
lainilv    all.iirs     dcmaiuled     his    presence,  lie 
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)'icklL-(l  to  his  lather's  importunity,  L;avc  u|) 
his  Western  picijeets,  and  deeidecl  to  remain 
on  the  homestead,  wlieieof  he  e\entually  he- 
eame  sole  pioprii^'lor,  so  that  this  has  heen  his 
life-hjujj,  home.  Mi'.  \\  heeloek  is  a  Republi- 
can, has  ser\  ed  one  tei"m  as  ( )\'erseer  of  the 
]'o(ir  and  six  \eais  as  Super\-isor.  lie  is  a 
member  ol  the  I'resbNterian  church;  antl  his 
life  illustrates  the  words  ot  tliat  eminent  stor}- 
writer,  (ieorL;e  Mael)oiiald:  "1  do  not  think 
that  the  road  to  contentment  lies  in  despising 
what  we  ha\e  not.  Let  us  acknowledge  all 
good,  all  tlelight  that  the  world  holds,  and  yet 
be  content  without  it.''  I\Ir.  Wlieelock '  s  mar- 
riage to  Marcia  l-'idelia  Crosby  took  |)lace  on 
August  27,  1.S5''),  short  ])•  after  the  election  of 
lUichanan  as  I'lesident  of  the  United  States, 
and  just  before  the  famous  year  of  "hard 
times.''  She  was  a  Leicester  girl,  born  in 
the  same  town  with  her  husband,  on  X(j- 
vember    29,  the    daughter    oi  Hiram 

Crosby,  who  was  born  in  Hartlantl,  liartford 
Count}',  Comi.,  on  i'ebruaiy  27,  1811.  Hiram 
Crosl))-'s  father  was  jedutlum  Crosb)',  also  a 
native  ot  Connectitut,  who  there  married 
Nancy  l^uel,  of  the  same  State.  In  Connecti- 
cut the  Crosbys  remained  till  1819,  and  then 
came  to  New  \'ork  State,  settling  in  what  is 
now  the  township  of  Leicester,  buying  land,  on 
which  they  erected  buildings,  whereon  Mr. 
Jeduthun  Crosb)'  Wwd  till  his  death.  l^y  un- 
remitting industr)'  he  clearetl  a  good  farm,  and 
became  a  forehanded  man,  furnisliing  his  home 
so  handsomely  and  taking  such  care  of  the 
grounds  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  attractive 
estates  in  this  section  ol  the  county.  lliram 
Crosby,  Mis.  W'heelock's  father,  was  but  a  bo)' 
of  eight  when  tlie  family  came  to  Leicester; 
and  he  pla}ed  with  the  children  of  the  Lidians, 
who  had  In'  no  means  wholly  disappeared  from 
the  forest.  Needless  to  say  that  lliram  grew 
up  a  farmer — a  xocation  he  ne\er  forsook. 
Hefore  marriage  he  bought  the  farm  where  his 
widow  still  resides.  At  hrst  it  was  small,  but 
he  added  thereto  till  he  owned  two  Inmdred 
and  si.\t)-li\'e  acres.  'I'here  he  dietl  May  4, 
1881.  Mr.  Crosbv  was  an  upright  ami  con- 
scientious man,  and  a  life  long  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  J'he  maiden  name  of 
Mrs.  W'heelock's  mother  was  Rachel  V.  I'nder- 


w(]od.  .She  was  born  in  the  town  ol  \'ork, 
June  15,  1813,  ami  was  married  on  J'"ebruar\' 
8,  1837,  at  tile  age  of  t\\  ent_\  -three.  Her  father 
was  I  imotli)  I'mlerwood,  a  Connecticut  man, 
who  tame  to  New  \'oik  State,  and  lor  a  time 
lived  in  W'atertown.  Thence  he  went  to 
Rochester,  then  onl)'  a  h.imlet,  with  no  pr((m- 
ise  ot  its  rapid  growth.  Securing  a  tract  of 
land  near  the  Rapids,  he  laid  the  foundations 
of  a  home;  but  the  children  were  stricken  with 
fe\er,  so  he  decided  to  mo\c  farther  soutli,  and 
chose  a  tract  ol  timber  laiul  in  wliat  soon  be- 
came the  town  ol  \'ork,  in  Livingston  Count\', 
though  then  iiuluded  in  Cicnesee  Count)'. 
Here  he  built  the  usual  prini  i  t  i \e  d  we]  1  ing  of 
logs,  but  in  the  course  ot  \ears  his  anibition 
was  gratilietl  b)'  ha\ing  a  well-tilled  farm  and 
agrou[j(jf  frame  buiklings.  'Lhough  not  calling 
his  house  a  taxern,  he  ne\ertheless  entertained 
all  sorts  ol  wa\larers.  Not  onl\'  diil  new- 
comers lind  a  honie  there  while  building  their 
own  cabins,  but  tia\elling  iireacheis  (and  there 
were  none  otlier  at  that  time)  were  alwas's  wel- 
come. While  rowing  with  a  load  ol  lumber 
he  was  accidental  1)  thrown  into  the  ri\'er,  re- 
ceix  ing  injuries  Irom  which  he  eventualh'  died 
in  1820.  1  he  maiden  name  ol  I'imoth)'  Cn- 
dcrwootl's  wile,  Mrs.  W'heelock's  grandmother, 
was  Rachel  Orris.  She  was  a  Connecticut 
woman,  and  outli\'ed  her  husband  main'  \ears, 
dying  at  the  age  of  eight\  -si.\  ;  but  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  W'heelock's  mother,  is  still  ali\e,  a 
N'igoious  woman  ol  eight\'-one,  stanch  in  her 
lo)'alt\'  to  the  l'resb\  terian  church,  which  she 
joined  in  her  nineteenth  \eai',  and  of  which 
she  has  been  a  member  tor  over  si\t\'  \eai's. 
Mrs.  Crosby  is  a  bright  old  hulv,  sound  in 
iiiind  and  bod\'. 

Mr.  and  Mis.  Ira  '!'.  W'hcelock  ha\n  two 
children  .Arthur,  boin  in  1837;  and  (li.'i'- 
trude,  born  in  i860,  (ieitnide  W'heeloek  mar- 
ried ThoiiKis  I'.  W'ooster,  and  has  two  children 
—  Irene  1'^.  and  John  Carl  W'ooster. 

§ONA  rilA.N   .MILL1';R,  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  and  progressive  re|)resenta- 
ti\es  ol   the  stock-raising  interests  of 
this  section  ol    I.ix'iiigston  Count\',  is 
pleasantl)'  located  in  the  town  of  Xuiula,  where 
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he  is  ixiyini;;  csjx'cial  attcntioii  to  the  raising 
of  fancy  trotting'  hiuses  and  ihoroiij^iibred  IIol- 
stein  catlU'.  lie  is  a  iialixc  nf  lliis  enmity, 
lia\  in^  l)een  burn  in  the  town  (il  Mount  Mor- 
ris, in  the  niunth  nf  August,  iH2(). 

Mr.  Miller  conies  of  haigtish  antecedents, 
his  -randlather,  Jnnalhan  Miller,  ha\dng  emi- 
grated from  luigland  tn  Amei  ica,  locating  in 
Connecticut,  where  he  was  pastor  of  a  Metho- 
dist church  for  many  \ears.  His  son,  Jona- 
than, the  father  nf  ihe  subject  of  this  biogra- 
|)h)-,  was  burn  in  the  Nutmeg  State,  and  there 
reared  to  matuiit)'.  He  was  a  tiller  of  the 
soil,  and,  realizing  that  the  prospects  for  ac- 
cjuiring  land  were  beltei-  in  a  new  country, 
removed  with  his  famil}'  to  lliis  State,  and  set- 
tled in  l.ix  ingstoii  Count),  tia\ersing  the  en- 
tire distance  from  the  place  nf  his  birth  to  this 
count\'  with  o\  teams.  He  tudk  up  a  tract  of 
laiul  line  mile  south  of  the  I\i\er  l-Joad  h~orks, 
at  Mount  Moiris,  and,  after  clearing  a  space, 
erectetl  a  log  house  for  himself  and  family. 
The  nearest  mill  wa>  at  J\ocliesler,  ami  the 
onl\'  wav  of  reaching  that  ])lace  was  by  a  nar- 
row ]xitli  marked  ])\  bla/ed  trees.  In  addition 
to  laising  all  the  food  for  the  family,  he  raised 
ria.x  from  which  the  matei  ial  foi-  their  clothing 
was  made,  the  deft  and  bus\'  fingers  of  the 
wife  aiul  mother  fashioning  the  garments  for 
the  entire  famil}'.  11c  was  an  industrious  and 
hai-d-work  i  ng  man,  succeeding  well  in  his 
efforts  to  reclaim  a  farm  from  the  heavily  tim- 
liered  land,  and  in  the  course-  o(  )ears  erected 
a  suljstantial  frame  liouse  in  place  of  the  rude 
log  cabin,  placctl  the  lai  ger  pol  l  ion  of  his  land 
under  cultivation,  set  out  a  fine  orchard,  and 
made  improvements  ecpial  to  any  in  the  vicin- 
itv.  This  valuable  estate  was  until  recently 
in  possession  of  tlie  Aliller  family.  He  was 
a  remarkabi)-  intelligent  and  influential  man, 
in  politics  a  ^\'hig,  and  afterwaid  a  l\e])ubli- 
can  when  the  old  part}'  changed  its  name,  and 
a  strict  Methodist  in  his  religious  views.  He 
married  haiieline  .Smith,  of  New  Amsterdam, 
N.  ^^  ;  and  the)-  leared  a  family  of  several 
children,  as  follows:  C')iilliia,  h'ann)-,  Heman, 
Ann,  ()li\e,  ]''.li,  Jonathan,  ('harles,  and  Mar- 
tha, h'.li  is  now  a  noted  ph)sician  and  a  well- 
known  ])olitical  writer  of  New  \'ork  City. 

The  suiiject  of  this  bi  icf  personal  narrative 


recei\'ed  his  rudimentary  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  afteiward  attended  the  col- 
lege at  Lima.  He  began  bis  (areer  as  a 
teacher  in  llu'  public  schools  of  Mount  Mollis 
and  Xmida,  and  sulisecpient  1  \  learned  the  jew- 
eller's trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  ten  )'ea]s. 
Returning  then  to  the  home  of  his  chihlhood, 
Ml'.  Miller  assisted  his  father  on  the  paternal 
homestead  tor  a  tew  \'ears,  remaining  there 
until  iST)/,  when  he  bought  his  present  [jrop- 
erty  in  the  town  of  Xuiida,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  lie  is  meeting  witli  excellent  suc- 
cess in  his  uiuha'takings,  and  has  attained  a 
more  than  local  reputation  as  a  breeder  of  fine 
horses  and  cattle,  and  is  regarded  as  authorit)' 
on  all  i|uestions  concerning  his  line  of  busi- 
ness. .Mr.  Miller  is  a  strong  J\.e])ul)lican,  and 
cast  his  first  Presidential  \'ote  in  1X52  for 
General  Scott.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fiaternitv,  and  is  in  good  standing  in  the 
Methodist  churcli. 

In  1S52  Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  riiodie  Rojjerts,  the  ilaughter  of 
Wilson  and  Mar\'  (l)a\is)  l\ol)erts,  nati\'es  of 
New  Jersc)'.  Mrs.  Miller,  who  was  an  es- 
teemed member  of  the  Methodist  church, 
crossed  the  livcr  of  death  in  i.SSi,  being  then 
fifty-two  years  (dd.  She  left  three  children  — 
Mstelle,  I\Iar)',  and  M\rtie.  Alar)',  who  mar- 
ried Charles  Wliecder,  of  Cuba,  Ilis  two  chil- 
dren—  Ralph  and  I.elia.  M)'rtie,  the  wife  of 
Mr.  LaRue,  of  Ha)'  Cit),  Mich.,  has  two  sons 
—  Robert  and  W'altei'.  Ivstelle  is  filling  the 
place  left  vacant  bv  her  mother's  dealli. 


/^IlARl.I'.S  I'k  i:\riCi:,  the  owner  of 
I  a    w  el  1  appoi ntcd    and    w  ell  -conducted 

Vls^^  farm,    Iving    in    loint    Histrict  No. 

13,  in  the  town  of  <  )iangevi  1  le,  Wy- 
oming Couiitv,  N.\'.,  is  a  n.itive  of  the  han- 
pire  -State,  and  fiist  openetl  his  eves  to  tlie 
light  of  this  world  in  .Saratoga  County,  March 
2,  1^2].  He  is  a  son  of  Charles  I'reiitice,  .Sr., 
who  was  born   in   l^aslern   New  \'ork  in  1 79O. 

Nathaniel  I'lenticc,  tlie  |)aternal  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  iliis  sketch,  was  lor  many 
years  a  fariiier  in  the  town  of  Attica,  where  he 
settled  when  the  plat  e  was  in  its  original  wild- 
ness.     in   I.S33  he  again  followed  the  tide  of 
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migration  westward,  and  located  in  Indiana, 
where  he  died  at  a  good  old  age.  He  was  a 
most  patriotic  and  lo}al  man,  and  for  his  bra\e 
serv  ice  in  the  Ke\(ilnlion  received  a  pension, 
lie  was  twice  marrieil  ;  and  his  first  wife,  who 
died  iK-fore  he  mo\'ed  to  this  county,  bore  him 
three  children,  of  whom  Charles  was  the  el- 
dest. (  )f  his  seconil  union  five  childien  were 
horn,  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Charles  I'rentice,  .Sr.,  a  .shoemaker  by  trade, 
was  married  while  a  resident  of  New  Jersey, 
to  Margaret  Ila\den,  their  nuptials  being  cele- 
brated in  i(S2i.  lie  afterward  worked  at  his 
chosen  occupation  in  Cialway,  Saratoga  Comity, 
this  State,  coming  thence  to  Orangeville  in 
|S^3,  and  the  following  )'ear  moved  to  Barre, 
(  )i"leLUis  Count\',  where  he  lived  two  years. 
In  he  bought  ten  acres  of  land,  a  little 

south  of  the  centre  of  Attica,  and,  taking  resi- 
dence there,  worked  at  shoemaking  for  five 
years.  .Selling  that  pro|)erty,  he  subsecjuently 
bought  tort\'  acres  near  by,  and  in  a  few  years 
purchased  thirt)  -six  acres  of  adjacent  land,  the 
whole  luaking  him  a  good  tai'm.  On  this  es- 
tate he  li\ed,  a  hale  and  hearty  man,  until  his 
decease,  August  30,  1877.  Hi.s  devoted  wife, 
with  whom  he  had  lived  in  pleasant  companion- 
ship for  ujjwanl  of  half  a  century,  passed  to  the 
higher  state  of  existence  the  spring  prior  to 
his  death. 

Of  the  seven  children  born  of  their  union 
we  l  ecord  the  lollowing;  Abial  N. ,  who  died 
in  1N31,  left  three  chiUlren.  Get)rge  C. 
died  in  1N53,  Iea\ing  a  widow  and  two 
children.  josiah  H.  departed  this  life  in  Feb- 
ruary, I1S93,  leaving  four  children.  Charles 
is  the  subject  of  this  biography.  Samuel,  a 
farmer,  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Attica. 
y\rchibald  li\es  near  Hliss  station.  Betsey 
J.,  the  wife  of  lliram  Carpenter,  resides  in 
North  Java. 

Charles  Prentice  has  followed  the  indepen- 
dent calling  of  a  farmer  since  arriving  at  years 
of  discretion,  and  has  been  the  architect  of  his 
.  own  foitune,  having  accumulated  by  hard  and 
jK-rsistent  labor  his  present  snug  property, 
lie  began  working  for  himself  on  a  small  farm 
in  Attica,  where  he  lived  until  1864,  when  he 
bought  the  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  con- 
stituting his  present  estate,  which  he  has  since 


managed  with  undoubted  skill  and  ability, 
carr)  ing  on  general  farming.  In  his  jjolitical 
\iews  Mr.  I'l'entice  is  a  stanch  adx'ocalc  ol  the 
])i'inciples  ])romulgatetl  bv  the  Republican 
jjarty,  and  he  is  content  to  let  others  perlorm 
the  duties  of  jjublic  office. 

Mr.  Prentice  was  wedded  March  i(S,  1846, 
to  Phcebe  .Anna  liurdick,  of  Kort right,  Dela- 
ware Count}',  wheie  she  was  boiii  in  1824. 
Her  parents,  William  C  and  Abigail  (iJiljbe) 
Burdick,  remoxed  from  Kortright  to  Orleans 
Count)'  when  ?^Irs.  Prentice  was  but  five 
months  old,  and  in  1S31  came  to  this  county, 
and  engaged  in  farming  in  Attica  for  some 
years.  Remo\'ing  {u  Michigan,  the)'  settled 
in  Allegan  County,  and  there  spent  their  ile- 
clining  )ears,  the  mother  d)ing  in  1885,  and 
her  husband  some  three  years  later.  (  H  their 
eleven  children,  four  daughters  and  two  sons 
are  now  living,  all  being  residents  of  Michi- 
gan excepting  Mrs.  Pientice  and  one  sister, 
Mrs.  Delight  Hayes,  cjf  Cattaraugus  County. 
Mr.  Burdick  was  a  soldiei'  of  the  \Var  of  1812, 
and  f(jr  many  )ears  was  a  pensioner.  .Mrs. 
Prentice  is  an  actixe  meniber  of  the  Church  of 
the  United  Brethren. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Prentice;  and  of  these  Mmma,  who  mar- 
rietl  lulgar  Wilcox,  of  Perry,  died  in  that  vil- 
lage, in  .September,  1885,  agetl  thirt)'-four 
years,  leaving  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  one 
of  whom,  .Alfretl  S. ,  is  married,  ami  has  a 
bright  little  girl  named  P'.dilh.  Walter  K., 
a  resident  of  Orange\i  1  le,  is  a  widower,  with 
two  children.  WilliLun  B.  has  a  wife  and  foui" 
children,  two  ot  theiu  being  twin  sons. 


Y^P:I.S0\  SI.OCUM,  a  iM-osperous  farmer 
I  — 7  and  one  of  the  oldest  citizens  in 
|ls  I  Warsaw,   was  born  in  Washington 

^*~^  County,  Rhode  Island,  Ma)'  13, 
1814.  lie  was  the  son  of  Peleg  and  Cathe- 
rine (Hoxie)  .Slocum.  Mis  grandfather,  also 
named  Peleg  Slocmii,  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Rhode  Iskmd  ;  and,  though  he  was 
a  w'ea\'ei'  by  tratle,  he  owiied  a  small  tarni, 
where  he  sjient  the  greater  part  o(  his  life, 
lie  li\'ed  to  be  o\er  eight\'  \'ears  of  age,  and 
reared  hve  sons  and  four  daughters,   none  of 
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whom  arc  now  livinj^-.  The  )-ounger  Peleg 
Slocum,  fatlicr  of  XcIsdii  Slijcuni,  was  horn  in 
Xcwjiort  I5a\-,  R.I.  In  iS:;o  lu-  rcinovcd  to 
Wyoming  County,  N'ew  \'ork,  at  that  time 
(icnescc  County,  tra\clling  h)-  lioat  to  Alhaii)', 
thence  h)'  canal  to  Jiroekport,  and  from  there 
hy  .stage  and  teams  to  his  tiest i nat ion,  the  jour- 
ney occupying  fifteen  tlays.  This  was  shortly 
after  the  completion  of  the  Mrie  Canal,  called 
in  derision  "JJe  Witt  Clinton's  ditch,"  but 
now  acknowledged  as  one  ot  the  greatest  com- 
mercial thoroughfares  in  the  world.  It  then 
opened  for  settlement  a  region  of  great  fertil- 
ity ;  and  Mr.  Slocum,  though  a  carpenter  and 
joiner  \)y  Iratle,  purchasetl  a  farm  of  ninety- 
three  acres,  which  was  under  but  little  cultiva- 
ti(jn,  and  had  several  log  houses  built  upon  it. 
lie  was  a  hard  worker;  and  his  enterprise  is 
shown  by  his  success,  as  he  increased  his  farm 
from  ninety-three  acres  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres.  The  last  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Hannah  Lewis, 
in  )*lichigan  ;  and  he  lived  to  be  over  eighty-six 
)-ears  old.  He  voted  with  the  Whigs,  and  was 
liberal  in  his  rel igious  \'iews.  His  wife  was 
born  in  h~.\eter,  R.I.,  and  died  in  Warsaw, 
N.V.,  at  the  age  of  si.xty-eight  years.  They 
had  seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living — Nelson,  the  oldest;  I'hcebe  Ann,  in 
Michigan,  now  Mrs.  l^artlett  ;  and  Benjamin, 
who  resides  in  l*enns_\  l\an ia. 

Nelson  Slocum,  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
was  educated  in  his  nati\e  town,  and  came  to 
Warsaw  with  his  father  when  he  was  si.xteen 
\ears  old.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
started  out  for  himself,  accepting  a  position  as 
clerk  in  Dansville,  Livingston  County.  He 
afterwartl  went  into  the  gi'ocery  and  i)ro\'ision 
business  for  himself,  where  he  remained  for 
three  years.  In  1843  he  bought  the  farm 
which  he  now  culli\ates;  and,  although  he  has 
given  his  attention  to  various  enterprises  since 
then,  he  has  still  kejit  up  his  agricultural  jnir- 
suits.  His  piesent  estate  comprises  seventy- 
fi\-e  acres,  and  is  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this 
N'icinity,  forming  a  iileasing  setting  for  his 
comfortable  home.  In  politics  Mr.  Slocum  is 
a  Republican,  and  he  at  one  time  held  the 
office  of  Constable  in  Warsaw.  He  is  a  prom- 
inent nien)ber  of  the  Conv, legat ional  church. 


He  has  been  twice  married.  His  tiist  wife, 
to  whom  he  was  mai'ried  Ma)'  17,  was 
Rosaima  C.  Roe,  daughter  ol  Har\e)'  and  Can- 
dace  (King)  Roe,  of  Reii)',  W\-oming  Count)'. 
She  died  Januar)'  12,  1<SS,S;  and  in  Septem- 
ber, I  (S90,  he  married  Lucy,  daughter  of  Wal- 
ter Hatch,  of  Waisaw.  Mr.  Slocum  has  no 
children. 


§OHN  HANHY,  for  many  years  a  promi- 
nent and  ver)'  successful  farmer  of 
Genesee,  Livingston  County,  N.Y., 
was  born  in  this  town,  March  15, 
1805.  His  father,  William  Hanb)',  who  was 
a  native  of  England,  on  coming  to  America 
settled  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
married  and  resided  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  then  returned  to  England,  where  he  died. 
His  wife's  maiden  name  was  Mary  McNeil. 
She  was  a  native  of  Northumberland  County, 
Pennsylvania,  and  daughter  of  Robert  Mc- 
Neil, who  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ire- 
land, and  who  upon  his  arrival  in  America 
settletl  in  Pennsylvania.  After  residing  there 
for  some  length  of  time  he  removed  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  New  York,  and  became  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  of  Geneseo. 
His  wife  was  also  a  native  of  County  Antrim. 
They  both  spent  their  last  days  in  Livingston 
County.  Mrs.  Mary  McNeil  Hanby,  after 
the  death  of  her  first  husband,  married  Mr. 
Isaac  Hall,  father  of  the  late  J.  Thompson 
Hall,  a  well-kn(jwn  and  highly  esteemed  civil 
engineer. 

John  Hanby  was  reared  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  spent  his  entire  life  in  close  appli- 
cation to  this  l)ranch  of  industry.  Previous 
to  his  marriage  he  had  pui-chased  a  farm  of 
fifty  acres,  situated  about  two  miles  from 
Geneseo,  upon  which  he  began  liis  i-areer  in 
a  log  house.  Here  he  brought  his  wife  after 
marriage,  and  here  most  of  his  children  were 
born.  heroin  time  to  time,  as  the  fruits  of  his 
labor  began  to  i-ipeii,  he  added  to  his  first  pur- 
chase little  by  little,  until  his  acres  broadened 
to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  designated  as 
one  of  the  largest  landholders  in  the  count\-. 
At  the  time  of  his  decease,  T'ebruary  v  '8^4, 
he  was  in  possession  of  five  humlred  and  forty 
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acres  ot  land,  all  uiitlcr  j^ood  cultivation, 
toj^'cther  with  .spacious  and  convenient 
bui  Id  in;^s. 

In  the  )'eai-  i(S30  Mr.  llanby  was  married  to 
Miss  MarL;aret  M.  He^(de,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  I\IarL;aret  (Schull)  Hei^ole,  pioneers  of 
Livingston  Count}'.  They  reared  in  all  seven 
children,  as  follows:  William  Henry,  Nancy 
C,  John  ]\.,  Ilannali  C,  Mary  S.,  Margaret 
C,  and  Helen  L.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanhy  were 
members  of  the  rresb)'terian  church  upward 
of  half  a  century.  Mr.  Hanby  was  entirely  a 
self-made  man,  commencing  life  with  nothing 
but  his  own  energ)'  and  natural  abilities,  and 
ending  it  with  a  gootU)'  share  of  labor's  fruits, 
as  a  rewartl  for  his  patient,  unwearying  dili- 
gence and  sagacious  tlirift.  He  was  always 
an  exceedingly  liberal  contributor  to  the 
needs  of  the  church,  as  well  as  to  all  other 
worthy  objects,  and  died  a  true  and  faithful 
Christian,  respected  and  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

On  a  neighboring  page  may  be  seen  a  por- 
trait of  the  representative  agriculturist  whose 
life  history  is  here  lirietly  given,  and  whose 
worth  and  long-continued  usefulness  entitle 
him  to  be  held  in  honored  remembrance. 


RCllIBAI.D  C.  McCALL,  a  prominent 
fdl      1  iw\-,'r  <)!:"  Arcade,  was  born  in  I^agle, 


law)er  ot 

\V)(;ming  County,  Januaiy  19, 
862.  His  grandfather,  John  Mc- 
Call,  was  a  native  of  the  Highlands  of  Scot- 
land, and  there  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life,  tending  his  flocks,  that  browsed  among 
the  heather.  About  forty  years  ago  he  came 
to  America,  and  died  in  the  village  of  Pike, 
leaving  a  large  family,  of  which  the  youngest- 
born,  Ronald,  was  the  father  of  Archibald. 

Ronald  McCall  was  born  at  Lismore,  Scot- 
land, and  was  about  twent)'-five  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  America.  In  his  native 
land  he  followed  the  occupation  of  coast  pilot, 
but  upon  coining  to  the  Western  world  he  be- 
came a  farmei'.  l'"roni  Caledonia,  N.\".,  he 
came  to  ICaglc,  where  he  purchased  land, 
which  he  cultivated  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  his  fifty-sixth  year.  His  wife 
wab  born  in  Airdrie,  Scotland.     Her  maiden 


name  was  Margaret  I.iddell;  and  she  was  the 
onl)'  child  of  her  parents,  William  ;ind  Mar- 
garet Idddell.  \ine  of  the  ten  childien  ljurn 
to  Ronald  ami  Margaret  McCall  are  still  li\'- 
ing  —  Archibald ;  John;  William;  .Annie, 
who  married  h'rank  R.  Wilson,  of  ICagle; 
(jU)';  James;  Charles;  Oliver;  and  Lucy. 
The  mother  ot  this  large  family  is  still  li\  ing 
on  tlie  old  liomestead  at  Lagle. 

Archibakl  C.  McCall  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  the  towns  of  ICagle  anil  I'ike,  ami  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  and  at  Tike 
Seminary.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  with  Bartlett  &  Rart- 
lett,  of  Warsaw,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  Syracuse  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Dur- 
ing said  term  he  also  read  law  in  tlie  offices  of 
ivL  I''.  &  K.  M.  Rartlett,  Augustus  Harrington, 
of  Warsaw,  and  the  Hon.  John  N.  Reckley, 
of  Rochester,  all  [n^oniinent  members  of  the 
legal  profession  of  Western  New  York.  Mr. 
McCall  came  to  Arcade  in  Ajjril,  1SS4,  and 
opened  a  law  office,  where  he  still  continues 
in  active  practice.  Mr.  McCall  was  marrietl 
in  ]\hiy,  1887,  to  Miss  Ltta  A.  Ik-ebe,  a 
daughter  of  Dewitt  C.  Reebe,  who  was  for 
many  years  a  prominent  merchant  and  banker 
at  Arcade  and  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
W)'oming  County,  but  is  now  deceased.  Mrs. 
McCall's  niother  is  still  li\'ing.  Three  chil- 
dren gladden  the  home  of  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Mc- 
Call—  Hazel,  Ronald,  and  Carlton. 


TIIOAH'SON  HALL,  who  in  his 
3'ounger  days  was  a  surveyor  and  in  his 
latter  da}'s  was  also  a  farmer,  was  born 
at  Lu'onia,  Livingston  Count)',  \.\'., 
October  22,  1817.  His  father,  Isaac  Hall, 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  town,  \n\i 
removed  to  Cicneseo,  where  he  settled  upon  a 
tract  ot  land,  a  small  pavt  of  which  was 
cleared.  He  devoted  his  time  to  clearing  and 
cultivating  his  farni,  ujioii  which  he  residetl 
during  the  rest  of  his  da\  s.  He  mai'ried  Mar\' 
McNeil,  daughter  of  Robert  ami  Jane  .McNeil, 
she  being  the  widow  of  William  Han])\,  and 
reared  six  children  —  I'llizabeth,  Doroth)'  1.., 
Mary  W.,  Robert  J..  Janies  Thonipson,  and 
Eli  IL  Hall. 
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James  Th()ni[).s()n  Hall  was  educated  at  the 
Lima  Academy,  ami  became  a  surveyor,  or 
civil  engineer.  He  surveyed  and  laid  out 
several  sections  and  towns.  In  1850  he  went 
to  California,  di'awn  there,  ikj  doubt,  by  the 
gold  fever,  which  readied  its  height  in  the 
period  of  the  early  fifties.  I'^roni  Cincinnati 
lie  proceeded  down  the  Oiiio  and  Mississippi 
Rivers,  thence  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama 
and  up  the  Pacific  coast  to  San  Francisco. 
He  surveyed  ami  mined  in  California,  and 
also  owned  and  ccMulucted  a  train  of  pack 
mules,  remaining  in  that  State,  however,  but 
two  yeai"s,  when  he  returned  to  look  after  his 
interest  in  the  old  homestead.  He  rented  the 
farm,  and  followed  his  i)rofession,  being  one 
of  the  most  reliable  sur\'eyors  in  Livingston 
County,  ami  continued  thus  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  March  28,  1880.  He  added 
considerably  to  the  old  homestead,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  owned  two  hundred  acres  of 
lantl,  with  good  and  substantial  buildings. 
He  never  married.  Ihe  old  homestead  is 
now  owned  and  conthicted  l)y  his  niece,  Miss 
Nancy  C.  Hanb)',  daughter  of  John  Hanby,  a 
sketch  of  whose  life  ai)pears  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Mr.  Hall  was  a  Republican  in  politics 
and  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of 
that  party.  He  served  for  some  years  as  Su- 
l)ervisor,  ami  during  the  war  was  enrolling 
officer. 


KU^I':RT  I.  COUNTRYMAN,  the 
able  editor  and  jiroprietor  of  the  Sil- 
\er  Springs  .S'/i,'//,?/,  was  born  in 
Gene\a,  Ontario  County,  N.Y., 
October  20,  1S62.  His  father,  Asa,  and  his 
grandfather,  Nicholas  Countr)'man,  were  both 
natives  of  Herkimer  County,  the  latter  being 
a  mason  b)'  trade  and  following  that  occupa- 
tion during  life.  He  was  born  in  1 800,  and 
died  in  1 874.  The  grnndniother,  Mrs.  b'cla 
Countryman,  was  the  mother  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren, some  of  whom  are  still  living. 

Asa  Countryman  grew  up  on  the  farm,  and 
when  but  a  bo)'  made  an  agieement  with  his 
father  for  a  small  sum  of  money,  by  which  he 
was  able  to  hire  out  to  neighboring  farmers, 
and  so  in  time  create  a  little  capital  for  him- 


j  self.  He  attended  school  in  winter,  and 
I  worked  in  summer  after  tlie  c(juntry  custom  ; 
but  on  reaching  maturity  he  relinquished 
farming  as  an  (jcCLipat i(jn,  and  after  a  biief 
stay  in  Livonia,  Livingslcui  County,  en- 
j  tered  the  ministr)-,  going  W'e.^t  antl  preaching 
I  in  Iowa,  ()hio,  and  other  places.  l'~or  many 
i  years  he  labored  as  a  Hniversalist  clergyman; 
but  in  1894  he  gave  u|)  his  profession,  and  is 
now  occupied  in  the  real  estate  business. 
Asa  CountVyman  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Sabra  Lajjham,  who  reared  two 
children,  now  li\ing.  His  second  wife  was 
Sarah  Llizabeth  I'utnam,  daughter  of  Jcdin 
Putnam,  a  merchant  of  Orange,  Mass.,  an  ac- 
tive man  in  business,  who  built  the  first  saw- 
mill in  the  town,  and  whose  life  was  passed 
in  that  locality.  Her  grandparents,  of  the 
name  of  Cook,  were  of  .Scotch-English  de- 
scent, and  spent  most  of  their  married  life  in 
Illinois,  where  they  reared  a  famil)'  of  three 
children.  Mr.  Cook  was  a  man  of  abilit}', 
and  much  esteemed  in  the  Methodist  society, 
to  which  they  both  belonged.  Mrs.  Country- 
man is  still  living,  and  reside.^  with  her  son, 
Herbert  I.  Asa  and  his  wife  had  four  chil- 
dren to  add  to  their  happiness  —  Herbert  I., 
Halle  P.  (deceased),  Rollin  P..  and  Carl  C. 

Herbert  Countryman  spent  his  early  life  in 
various  |)laces,  accompanying  his  fatlier  as  he 
went  here  and  there  to  preach  and  carry  on 
evangelistic  work.  He  attended  the  common 
and  graded  schoids  in  the  States  of  Michigan, 
Ohio,  and  Iowa,  and  began  farm  work,  but 
soon  reliiupnshed  that  occupation  for  the 
printing  business,  which  he  learned  in  Iowa. 
There  he  was  employed  in  his  father's  office 
on  the  pape'  knciwn  as  the  Iowa  I'~alls 
tcr.  .Soon  after  this  he  tt)ok  an  internal  of  a 
year,  and  tiavelled  in  tiie  W'e^t  aiul  South;  and 
then  in  i8(ji  he  joined  his  father  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  I'erry  .V<  ri'.s-,  published  at  I'errN', 
Wyoming  Count\',  N.\".  This  the}-  con- 
ducletl  for  a  short  time,  and  then  concluded  to 
establish  their  enteri)risc  in  .Silver  Springs, 
where  the  outlook  was  more  promising  for 
journalistic  work.  The  transfer  was  accord- 
ingly made;  and  the  .Silver  .Springs  S/^/ui/, 
the  only  paper  published  in  the  town,  soon 
made  its  appearance,  and  continues  to  be  re- 
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ccivcil  as  a  constant  ^ucst  in  the  lousiness 
offices  and  in  the  homes  of  the  town  and 
neigldjorini;  villages.  The  Sigjial  is  indepen- 
dent in  the  line  t)l  politics,  giving  a  fair  show 
on  ht)th  sitles,  ami  ccnsecpiently  has  a  good 
class  of  api)reciative  readers.  Mr.  Country- 
man is  now  sole  proprietor,  having  bouL,ht  his 
father's  interest  in  1893. 

Mr.  Countryman  is  a  member  of  Logan 
Lodge,  No.  162,  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  at 
I\Lu"seilles,  111.,  also  of  Aurora  Lodge,  No. 
667,  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odtl  Fel- 
lows, at  .Silver  Springs,  N.Y.,  being  at  pres- 
ent Secretary;  and  he  is  President  of  the 
Worcester  Hose  Company  of  Silver  Springs. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  very 
liberal  in  religious  matters. 

He  was  married  in  1892  to  Miss  Lydia 
Hackshaw,  daughtei-  of  William  and  ITlen 
(Dobson)  Hackshaw,  whose  parents  resided  in 
Illinois,  where  she  was  born,  one  of  a  family 
of  eight  children.  Her  father  was  a  farmer 
there,  and  died  in  the  West  in  1881.  Her 
mother,  of  Scotch  descent,  died  July,  1893, 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

Mrs.  Countr)inan  understands  the  art  of 
printing,  antl  assists  her  husband  in  the  office 
of  his  paper.  I\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Countryman  have 
one  chiUl,  Isabella  b'rances. 


RLANDO  C.  CLP:VKLAND,  a  well- 
known  and  successful  farmer  of  Gen- 
eseo,  was  boin  in  Webster,  Monroe 
County,  N. v.,  January  24,  1837.  He 
traces  his  genealogy  l)ack  to  Moses  Cleve- 
land, who  came  to  America  in  Colonial  times, 
and  settled  in  New  England.  One  of  Moses 
Cleveland's  direct  descendants  was  Chester 
Cleveland,  grandfather  of  Orlando  C.  Ches- 
ter Clevelaml  emigrated  from  Vermont  to 
New  York  State  [irevious  to  the  War  of  1812, 
and  settled  near  Cherry  Valley,  on  a  farm 
which  he  had  purchased,  living  there  a  num- 
ber of  years.  .As  old  age  approached,  he  dis- 
posed of  his  property,  antl  went  to  the  town 
of  Webster,  to  resitle  with  his  children.  His 
son,  Calvin  Cle\'eland,  came  from  Vermont, 
his  native  State,  with  his  father  to  Cherry 
Valley,  and   as   soon   as  he  was  old  enough 


began  to  leain  the  trade  of  carpenter  and 
joiner.  After  reaching  maturity,  he  went 
westward,  and  located  in  the  to\s'n  of  Web- 
ster. Here  lie  purchased  a  home,  and  carried 
on  his  trade  during  the  remainder  of  his  lite. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine. 

The  maiden  name  of  iMrs.  Calvin  Cle\e- 
land,  mother  of  Orlando  C.  Cleveland,  was 
Mar)'  A.  Morrison.  She  was  a  native  of 
Monroe  Ccnmty,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Morrison,  a  pioneer  in  this  State.  He  was 
born  in  New  England,  and  was  one  of  tlie  first 
settlers  in  the  town  of  Penfield,  X.V.,  where 
ijurchased  a  ti'act  of  timber  land,  erected  a 
log  house,  and  proceeded  to  get  the  soil  ready 
for  cultivation.  It  was  a  herculean  task.  He 
was  se\'en  miles  from  the  nearest  neighbor. 
Deer,  bears,  and  other  kinds  of  wild  game 
abounded  in  the  vicinit)';  and  Indians  still 
lingered.  Put,  undaunted  by  difficulty,  the 
pioneer  went  bravely  to  work,  and  in  time  re- 
deemed a  hue  farm.  He  erected  a  good  house 
and  other  frame  buildings,  and  was  able  at 
length  to  enjo}  the  fruits  of  his  labors,  living 
to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Calvin  Clevelaml  had  a  large  family,  of 
whom  five  are  still  li\ing.  Their  names  are: 
Elizabeth,  Orlando  C,  Amanda,  Mary,  and 
Sarah. 

Orlando  Cleveland  commenced  when  tjuite 
young  to  learn  the  trade  of  carpenter  and 
joiner,  working  at  it  until  1876,  when  he 
went  to  Geneseo,  where  he  locateei  on  the 
farm  which  he  now  owns,  and  which  he  has  put 
under  extensive  cultiwation.  There  he  suc- 
cessfully cari'ies  on  general  farming,  and  he 
ranks  among  the  most  prosperous  men  of  this 
sectio.i. 

Mr.  Cleveland  votes  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  with  his  family  attends  the  Methodist 
church. 

Mr.  Cleveland  was  marrieil  in  1862  to  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Strong,  a  native  of  Perrington, 
Monroe  County,  N.Y.  Her  father,  ]\Ir.  De- 
wilt  C.  Strong,  was  a  native  of  Oneitla 
County.  Her  grandtather,  Enoch  .Stiong, 
was  born  in  New  England,  but  migrated  to 
the  Black  River  country  in  New  York  State, 
and  from  there  mo\ed  to  Perringto)i,  where  he 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers.     Enoch  Strong 
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was  a  lawyer,  and  in  addition  to  practising" 
his  profession  was  enL;ai;ed  in  farminj;,  resid- 
ing' in  l'errin;^ton  till  his  tieath.  He  was 
prominent  in  public  affairs,  a  man  of  note 
among  his  townsmen,  and  filled  varions  local 
offices,  besides  ser\ing  as  a  member  of  the 
Assembly.  The  maiden  name  of  I'lnoch 
Strong's  wife  was  Iveuhamy  Benedict. 

Dewitt  C.  Strong,  his  son,  father  of  Mrs. 
Cleveland,  followetl  agricultural  pursuits  in 
his  youth.  After  his  marriage  he  moved  to 
the  town  of  Victor,  but  remained  there  two 
years  only,  when  he  took  liis  family  to  Web- 
ster, and  was  engaged  in  farming  there  for 
many  years.  lie  sjient  his  last  days  with  his 
tlaughter,  Mrs.  Cle\-eland,  dying  at  the  age  of 
eight3'-one  years.  Mrs.  Cle\'eland's  mother 
before  her  marriage  was  Miss  Joanna  Bennett. 
She  died  at  the  age  of  si .\t)-seven  years,  leav- 
ing six  children  —  Sarah,  baiieline,  linoch, 
Mary,  Amy,  and  lulith. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orlando  Cleveland  have  a 
family  of  six  children  —  M.iry,  Amy,  Dewitt 
C,  Willie,  Kmeline,  and  Cora.  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  George  I'faff.  Dewitt  C.  married 
Miss  Celia  Griswold,  and  has  one  son,  Lewis. 
Willie  married  Lucile  liills.  ■ 


I'RDINANMJ  l'-ROMll()LZh:R,  M.D., 
a  ph\sician  of  Strykersville,  and  a 
member  of  the  fnin  of  (iriggs  &  From- 
liolzer,  was  born  in  Ba\aria,  (ieimany,  April 
iT),  and  is  a  son  of  Alois  and  Theresa 

(Zellei)  l'"rondi(dzer.  llis  father  was  a  dyer 
and  printer  of  cloth,  and  dietl  in  Germany  in 
iSiSo,  at  the  age  of  foit)--e ight  years.  Mrs. 
I'  romholzer' s  mother  was  belore  her  marriage 
Mary  Stahl,  bmn  in  America,  her  father, 
Joseph  Zeller,  ha\ing  inunigrated  from  (ier- 
many  and  become  a  faimei'  in  ]{rie  County, 
lie  raised  a  family  of  four  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters. Mr.  and  Mrs.  l'"i'ondiol/.er  had  five  sons 
and  four  daughters,  three  .sdiis  and  three  daugh- 
ters of  whom  are  now  li\iiig.  The  mother 
also  is  still  li\ing,  in  (iermanv-  1  he  Doc- 
tor's brother  Casper  came  to  the  United  States 
in  I1S75,  and  is  now  a  translator  of  German  (jn 
a  news|)aper  in  i'ittsburg,  Pa.  Another 
brother,  J.  II.  h'romholzer,  a  Catholic  clergy- 


man, came  in  I'S^f),  and  dieil  near  Buffalo, 
March  4,  1 

Dr.  l'"romhol/er  receixed  part  of  his  educa- 
ti(jn  in  Germany;  and,  when  he  came  to  the 
United  .States,  he  had  with  him  the  necessary 
means  with  which  to  |jursue  hi^  professional 
studies.  This  he  diil  to  the  fullest  extent, 
finall)'  entering  the  medical  depaitment  of  the 
Buffalo  L'nixersity,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  18.S5.  He  commenced  practising  in  .Shel- 
don shortly  after;  and  there  he  continued  until 
locating  in  Strykersville,  in  March,  i^Sgj. 
Dr.  Fromholzer  has  been  a  close  student,  and 
is  familiar  with  both  Furoijcan  and  American 
methods  of  practice.  llis  familiarity  with  the 
German  langLiage  gi\es  him  easy  access  to  the 
scientific  writings  of  his  fathei  land  ;  and  this, 
adtled  to  his  American  training,  has  made  him 
a  \  ery  successful  i)ract it ioner,  antl  he  is  recog- 
nized as  a  skilful  and  reliable  i)h}  sician.  The 
firm  of  Griggs  &  l^'romholzer  has  an  extended 
practice.  Their  laige  and  commodious  office 
is  located  near  their  residence  in  .Sti")kersville, 
and  has  the  appearance  of  a  well-stocked  ])har- 
maceutical  dispensar\',  as  the\'  carry  a  full  line 
of  medicines. 

Jid)'  15,  1885,  Dr.  l'"romholzer  married 
Miss  Rhoda  Marzidf,  of  I'lrie  County;  ami  they 
have  had  six  childien,  one  of  whom,  an  infant 
daughter,  died.  The  remaining  fi\-e  are  as 
follows;  h'rank,  Matikla,  ITorence,  (^tto,  ami 
Helen  B. 


fs^OSl'T'H  C.  BUXTON,  a  salt  manufact- 
urer of  War.^aw,  was  liorn  in  that  \  il- 
lage,  Ma)'  i,  1850.  At  the  age  that 
most  boys  are  inirsning  their  studies, 
Joseph  Buxton  was  compelled  to  eaiii  his  own 
livelihood.  The  peiiod  ot  his  school  lile  was 
brief,  and  the  adwintages  of  the  ordinar\'  school 
at  that  time  were  somewhat  limited;  but  the 
lad  possessed  energy  antl  peise\erance,  and  at 
the  early  age  of  fourteen  secureil  a  clerkshi])  in 
the  hartlware  store  of  Messrs.  Morris  &  Lewis, 
in  whose  emi)lo)-mt'nt  he  remaincti  for  six 
)'eais.  .\t  twenl)-one  he  made  an  intle|:)cn- 
dent  business  \  enture  in  the  estabi  ishmeiit  of 
a  coal  tiatle,  which  proved  a  financial  success, 
and  in  which  he  continued  for  five  )ears.  He 
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was  alter  that  the  statidii  agent  tor  tlie  Ivoch- 
ester  ils:  State  Line  Kailroati  for  about  seven 
years,  and  suhse(|uent  1  y  became  Assistant  Su- 
])erinteiKlent  of  tlie  Warsaw  Salt  \\'{)rks,  under 
(ienei'al  Superintendent  J.  M.  Duncan.  Me 
lield  this  ()ositi(in  tor  two  years,  and  then  en- 
<;aj.;"ed  in  salt  nianutactiuin^-.  'I'he  I'earl  Salt 
Conipanv,  ol  which  Mr.  Hu.xlon  is  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  has  its  works  on  I'earl  Creek, 
C(n'in^ton,  and  enii)lo)'s  a  lorce  of  forty  men. 
One  huiulred  and  lift)-  barrels  are  siiij^ped  per 
week  to  the  maiket.  Jdiis  enterprise,  which 
is  \  er)'  thrix  ing,  is  ownecl  by  a  stock  company, 
and  is  on  a  lirm  basis.  Mr.  J^uxton  is  also 
interested  in  the  Watkiiis  .Salt  Works,  and  is 
\'ice-Presitlent  of  the  (/len  Salt  Company,  of 
which  Mr.  (ieorge  C.  ()tis  is  President.  The 
capital  stock  of  this  new  enterprise,  which  is 
already  winnin;^'  a  wide  reputation,  is  one  lum- 
dred  thousand  dollars;  and  it  bids  fair  to  be 
one  of  tlie  commercial  successes  of  the  United 
States.  Poth  companies  are  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  New  \'ork.  Mr.  Bu.xton  is 
a  fine  exanijjle  ot  the  self-made  man.  He 
takes  an  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  at  the 
polls  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 

()n  December  1 6,  liS74,'  Mr.  Puxton  was 
mairied  to  Miss  Alice  I'.,  daughter  of  Roswell 
antl  Marilla  (Heckley)  (loulcl.  The  bride's 
father  was  a  nati\e  of  Vermont,  and  lier 
mother's  place  of  birth  was  LeRoy,  N.  V. 
The  house  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puxton  now  occupy, 
No.  8  CoLUt  Street,  was  built  by  Mr.  Gt)uld 
about  half  a  century  aL;<i;  and  in  it  Mrs.  Pux- 
t  )n  was  boiai  and  rccUcd.  Her  jiarents  came 
to  Warsaw  in  1N43,  and  from  that  date  up  to 
i(S5i  Mr.  Ciould  was  a  tlry-goods  merchant. 
1  le  afterward  dealt  in  produce,  and  diu'ing  his 
residence  in  Warsaw  was  County  Treasurer, 
.Supervisor,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Mr.  (iould  died  in  iiSTuS,  aged  sixty-two. 
Mis  wife  reached  the  age  of  se\enty-t\\ o,  and 
died  in  i<S82.  They  rest  in  the  Warsaw  cem- 
etery. Mrs.  Buxton  hatl  two  sisters,  who  died 
in  their  youth —  Helen  L. ,  a  little  girl  of  ten 
\e.us;  and  Caroline,  aged  sixteen,  whose  jier- 
s  inal  charm  of  manner  ant!  lo\ely  nature  en- 
deared her  to  all  who  came  witjiin  her  gentle 
influence,  antl  from  whose  death  the  bereaved 
j)arents  never  recovered.     One  brother,  Frank 


C.  (iould,  is  living  in  Warsaw.  The  mariiage 
of  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puxton  has  been  blessed  b)' 
four  children  —  Kate  C. ,  a  girl  studc'iit  at 
Rochester,  where  her  mother  also  was  edu- 
cated; Helen  1..,  who  is  at  scliool  in  Warsaw; 
Alice,  a  little  las.sie  ol  ten,  who.^e  inteiests 
aie  still  centretl  in  dolls  and  faii'y  tales;  and 
I'xlward  Homer,  a  blight  little  fellow  of  thiee 
and  a  half  years. 


\V'A^/ARRP:X  p.  HASKIXS  was  one  of 
Xy^X/  the  best-known  and  most  highl\-  re- 
spected  citizens  ol  .\\'on  ;  and  since 
his  death,  which  occurred  AjmII  ii,  1894,  he 
has  been  seriously  missed  b)'  many  of  the  resi- 
tlents  of  this  town  and  its  vicinity,  although 
he  had  some  years  previously  retired  from 
active  business  life.  His  father  was  Solon 
llaskiiis,  a  native  of  X^ermont  ;  but  the  subject 
(jf  this  sketch  came  to  New  York  State  at  a 
coniiiaratix'ely  early  age,  ami  took  ujj  his  resi- 
dence in  the  town  of  LeRoy,  where  he  carried 
on  a  saw-mill  and  a  grist-mill  in  company  with 
a  brother.  They  remained  associated  in  that 
business  for  sex'eral  \ears,  when  he  disposetl  of 
his  interest  in  the  propert)'  to  his  brother,  and 
remo\eil  to  Avon. 

Here  he  bought  a  well-ei.juipi>eel  mill  prop- 
ert)', which  he  carried  on  successful  1\-  for  a 
long  i)eriod,  improv  ing  it  in  \arious  wa)s,  and 
finally  increasing  its  utility  by  the  addition  of 
a  cider-mill.  He  retired  frtjm  acti\'e  business 
some  six  years  before  his  death,  which  was 
undoubtedl)'  hastened  !))•  domestic  troubles; 
t(jr,  alth(jugh  Mr.  llaskins  was  one  not  easily 
discouraged,  still  he  had  sorrows,  disappoint- 
ments, and  rebuffs  to  o\-ercome,  which  weie 
se\cre  enough  and  fret|uent  enough  to  strain 
e\en  the  strongest  nature,  and,  although  he 
manifested  courage,  enduiance,  and  unselhsh- 
ness  in  his  battle  with  them,  tliev  must  ha\e 
sapped  his  strength  ami  shortened  his  daws. 

He  was  married  twice,  his  liisl  wife  being 
Louise  Cushing,  the  daughter  of  John  and 
ITi/abeth  Cushing,  of  X'crmont.  Xt)  children 
weie  boiii  to  them;  and  the\'  adopted  a  little 
gill,  now  Mrs.  I'led  Hall,  of  .Axon.  Tliex' 
ga\-e  her  a  comfoit.dde  and  luxing  home,  and 
could  not  ha\e  treated  her  more  kindly  and 
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tcndcrl)'  liad  she  been  their  tlaii[;hter  b)'  birtli. 
The  most  inte resting'  book  that  was  ever  written 
tells  lis,  "Cast  th\'  bread  n[)on  the  waters,  and 
it  will  return  aftei'  niaii}'  days."  In  this  case 
it  was  Udt  a  \-er)'  great  number  of  days  belOre 
it  returned,  and  it  returnetl  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  thrice  bless  those  who  had  cast  it  forth. 
A  great  deal  of  sickness  came  to  the  house, 
visiting  Ijoth  the  father  and  mother;  and  the 
little  girl  hail  to  lea\-e  schoid  at  the  early  age 
of  twelve  to  minister  to  the  wants  (if  her  par- 
ents, and  to  keep  house  for  them.  This  she 
did,  not  Old)-  willingh',  but  gladly  and  skil- 
fully; and  she  ne\er  returned  to  schotd,  for 
her  constant  presence  at  home  was  indispensa- 
ble. She  married  I'^recl  \i.  llall,  who  is  in  the 
empl(;y  of  the  Wells  b'argo  Express  Company, 
and  is  stLitioned  at  A\on  ;  and  they  have  had 
one  child  born  to  them  whose  name  is  Ida  L. 

Warren  P.  llaskins  was  a  religious  man, 
not  simpU'  in  fiirm  and  in  ])rofession,  but  in 
every-da)-  life.  lie  was  a  member  of  the 
Bai)tist  church  when  he  lesided  at  LeRo)  ; 
and,  after  he  came  to  Axon,  he  joined  the 
Methotlist  church.  His  \\h(de  life  was  act- 
uated b\'  a  true  religious  siurit.  Not  but 
that  he  had  his  weaknesses,  as  all  of  us  ha\e  ; 
but,  to  use  a  cidlocjuial  but  most  e.\pressi\e 
jjlirase,  "his  heart  was  in  the  right  place," 
and  lew  men  were  more  earnest  and  constant 
in  their  adherence  to  the  principles  of  the 
Golden  Rule. 


T^AKRh:  D.  Kl':b:Xl{V,  a  popular  and  en- 
terprising  ihaiggist  of  Arcade,  is  a  na- 
—  tive  as  well  as  resident  of  Wyoming 
County,  having  been  born  in  Attica,  Novem- 
ber 3,  1 S46,  son  of  -Austin  D.  Kceney,  a 
native  of  Middlebury,  Wyoming  Count)-, 
N.Y.  Austin  1).  Keeney  married  a  Miss 
Sa)res,  who  was  born  in  Attica  in  the  same 
county,  where  her  parents  were  early  settlers. 
Mr.  Keency's  grandfLither  on  the  paternal 
side  was  a  farmer  of  Middlebury,  so  the  fam- 
ily may  well  be  considered  as  representative 
citizens  of  W)-oming  County. 

Austin  D.  Keeney,  the  father,  was  a  boot 
and  shoe  maker  by  occupation,  and  spent  his 
early  years  in    IMiddlebury.     He  now  lives 


retired  in  Johnsoiir^burg,  in  tlii.->  count)-.  The 
mother  dieil  at  the  early  age  (^f  twenty-eight, 
when  the  subject  this  sketch  was  but  two 
years  old,  so  that  he  was  deijrived  in  early 
childhotnl  of  that  loving  care  tliat  (.ml)'  a 
mother  can  bestow.  Three  other  children 
were  left  to  mourn  her  untiiuely  tieath, 
naiTiely  :  Sarah,  who  on  attaining  womanhood 
became  the  wife  of  George  Jones;  Kate,  who 
niarried  A.  V.  Ward,  a  substantial  farmer  of 
North  Java;  and  Adclie,  whose  life  came  to 
a  close  at  the  age  of  thirteen. 

luirle  I).  Keeney  spent  his  early  years  up 
to  the  age  of  sixteen  in  Arcade,  where  fie 
attended  school.  The  Civil  War,  which  was 
then  raging,  diverted  his  mind  from  the  chan- 
nels of  ever)--day  affairs,  ami  iuHamed  his 
youthful  patriotism  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
enlisted  in  Company  K,  Ninth  New-  York 
Cavalry,  as  a  private,  and  ser\'ed  one  year,  or 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  took  part  and 
served  with  credit  in  a  number  of  engage- 
ments,  amcjug  tlien-i  that  of  Harper's  Ferry 
antl  the  ca[)ture  of  l",arly's  men,  and  was 
honorably  tlischarged  at  Frederick  Citv, 
Md.  He  then  returned  home,  and  was  fur- 
nished employment  by  his  lather  lor  about 
two  years,  after  which  he  went  to  Skaneateles, 
Onondaga  County,  where  he  had  an  uncle  in 
the  grocer)-  business,  with  whom  he  worked  as 
clerk  tor  two  years,  later  spending  a  year  at 
Bricksburg,  N.J.,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  fruit  luisiness.  He  then  spent  five  years 
in  the  .Slate  of  Georgia,  engaged  in  the  for- 
eign e.\i)ort  business,  and  while  so  engaged 
made  se\eral  trips  to  haiglaml,  crossing  the 
water  in  l.S/J,  i^/},.,  1874,  and  1 875,  mak- 
ing one  tr'p  each  )ear.  At  tlie  end  of  this 
time  he  returned  to  the  North,  and  went  into 
the  chug  business,  opening  a  large  store  in 
Lancaster,  luie  Count)-,  N.\'.,  aiul  remaining 
there  three  years.  In  November,  1880,  he 
came  to  Arcade,  and  purchased  the  largest 
store  in  the  place  at  that  time.  This  he  kept 
until  1892,  when  he  bought  the  building  he 
now  occupies,  wliich  has  the  finest  location  in 
Arcade,  and  filled  up  a  store  according  to  his 
own  ideas,  which  were  of  a  rather  aspiring- 
nature,  as  may  be  seen  from  tlie  amount  and 
value  of  his   stock.     His   supj)ly   of  patent 
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medicines  is  large,  aiu!  includes  all  the  best- 
known  and  most  useful  compounds  of  that 
class.  He  also  carries  a  line  of  fine  station- 
ery, perfumes,  and  toikt  articles,  besides 
school  books  and  lighter  literature.  'I'lie 
wants  of  the  sporting  element  in  this  town 
have  not  been  forgotten,  for  his  assortment  of 
fishing  tackle  and  other  sporting  gootis  is  wcdl 
up  to  the  times  and  of  standard  quality;  and 
the  juvenile  portion  of  the  community  who 
frecpient  his  store  find  it  hard  to  withstand 
the  tempting  array  of  fine  candies,  confec- 
tions, etc.,  which  make  deadly  havoc  in  their 
finances.  In  fact,  his  drug  store  is  said  to 
be  the  finest  in  Wyoming  County,  and  will 
bear  comparison  with  any  in  Western  New 
York. 

From  1S84  to  i8go  Mr.  Keeney  was  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  apiarian  business,  keep- 
in<i  between  three  hundred  and  four  hundred 

O 

colonies  of  bees,  and  shipping  annually  from 
ten  thousand  to  fourteen  tliousand  pounds  of 
boxed  honey.  He  also  made  a  specialty  of 
raising  and  shi[)i3ing  to  all  parts  of  the 
country  queen  bees,  and  took  first  prizes  in 
all  of  the  large  fairs.  That  Mr.  Keeney  is 
an  alert  and  wide-awake  business  man  may  be 
gleaned  not  only  from  the  foregoing,  but 
also  from  the  fact  that  lie  is  now  extensively 
engagetl  in  real  estate  ojjerations  in  the  city 
of  Buffalo,  being  a  director  in  several  land 
companies  engaged  in  the  buying  and  selling 
of  city  lots.  Air.  Keeney  naturally  occupies 
a  high  position  among  the  [jrominent  citizens 
of  Arcade.  He  has  served  as  a  Trustee  of 
the  School  Board  two  )'eai-s,  and  is  Chief  of 
the  village  fire  department.  He  is  a  member 
of  Torbett  I'ost,  No.  218,  (irand  Army  of  the 
Reijublic,  antl  was  twice  Adjutant;  and  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Yorkshire  Lodge  of  the  An- 
cient ()rder  of  Ignited  Workmen. 

Mr.  Keeney  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  his 
political  views,  ami  he  and  his  wife  are  poiui- 
lar  members  of  the  best  society  of  the  village. 

Mr.  Keeney  was  united  in  marriage  March 
30,  1879,  to  Miss  Ilattie  M.  Morehouse,  only 
daughter  of  M)'ron  Morehouse,  of  Johnsons- 
burg,  N.Y.  Mrs.  Keeney  was  born  in 
Wethersfield,  \V)'oming  County,  where  her 
father  was  at  one  time  a  grain  and  produce 


dealer,  and  where  the  family  were  early  set- 
tlers. She  is  a  refined  and  cultui'ed  lady, 
and  is  the  mother  ol  one  cliild,  a  (.laughter, 
Jessie  M.,  now  thirteen  years  of  age.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keeney  attenil  the  Congrega- 
tional cliurch,  of  which  Mrs.  Keeney  is  a 
membei". 


7TA0RID0N  S.  THOMSON,  a  well- 
I  known  and  highly  successful  business 

\is^,  man  of  Attica,  W)'oming  County, 
was  born  May  13,  1823,  at  I.eRoy, 
Genesee  County,  N.Y.,  where  his  father, 
Asahel  Thomson,  a  native  of  Scotland,  had 
settled  as  a  farmer  when  a  very  young  man. 
Asahel  Thomson  died  about  the  year  1S26,  at 
the  age  of  tliirty  years,  leaving  a  widow  and 
four  children,  the  youngest  of  whom  died 
when  two  years  old.  There  are  now  living 
William  II.  Thomson,  residing  in  New 
Buffalo,  Mich.,  a  retired  farmer  about  sev- 
enty-seven years  of  age;  Warren  A.,  a  retired 
railroad  man  of  Columbus,  Columbia  County, 
Wis.  ;  ami  Coridon  .S.  The  widow  married 
again  in  1838,  her  seconil  husband  being 
Chapin  Farnham,  by  whom  she  had  one  son, 
George  I''arnham,  now  a  resident  of  Chicago, 
111.  She  died  in  Columbus,  Wis.,  in  1885, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years. 

Coridon  S.  Thomson  resided  with  his  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Amos  Spring,  a  farmer  of 
LeRoy,  until  arriving  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  when  he  began  to  support  himself  by 
working  on  the  farm  for  his  uncle,  Willard 
Weld,  at  Lock]iort,  N.Y.;  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  ot  a 
tanner  and  currie'r  in  LockjKirt,  ser\  ing  three 
years  and  receiving  fifty  dollars  j)er  \ear. 
Having  mastered  his  traile,  he  went  tcj  Roch- 
ester, where  he  worked  for  six  months  as  a 
splitter,  and  then  accepted  a  position  as  lore- 
man  of  a  tanner)'  at  Churchville,  Monroe 
Count}',  at  thiee  hundred  dollars  per  year  ami 
expenses.  He  remained  there  four  years,  and 
in  1 84C)  came  to  Attica,  forming  a  partner- 
ship with  James  H.  Loomis,  for  the  purpose 
of  conducting  the  tanning  and  curr)i  ng 
l)usiness,  under  the  firm  name  ot  Loomis 
Tiiomson.     Their  tannery  was  situated  about 
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one-quarter  of  a  mile  east  of  the  village,  and 
they  (lid  a  very  prosjjerous  business  for  that 
period.  Mr.  TlKjinson  managed  the  tannery, 
while  his  partner  was  at  the  head  of  the  boot, 
shoe,  and  harness  factor)',  which  was  estab- 
lislied  in  conjunction  with  the  former  enter- 
prise and  carried  on  in  the  brick  building 
where  the  I.ooniis  Bank  is  now  located.  This 
firm  conducted  a  very  prosperous  business  fuv 
three  years,  when  it  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Thom- 
son becoming  sole  pro])rietor  of  the  tannery, 
and  Mr.  Loomis  continuing  the  manufacturing 
enterprise.  Mr.  Tlujmson  purchased  the  prop- 
erty of  James  Lonmis,  Sr.,  and  successfulU' 
operated  it  for  twenty  years,  during  which 
time  he  enlarged  its  capacity,  added  many 
improvenicnts,  and  in  1865  fitted  up  the  estab- 
lishment with  steam-power  apparatus,  whicli 
placed  his  enterprise  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  any  similar  factory  in  the  country. 

After  the  completion  of  the  imi)rovements 
he  sold  tile  entire  establislimcnt  to  Benjamin 
W.  Leland,  antl  remained  out  of  business  fur 
one  year,  during  which  time  he  travelled  a 
great  deal,  x'isiting  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. In  1867  he  engaged  in  the  banking- 
business  with  his  late  [partner,  James  H. 
Loomis,  the  firm  being  lliomson  &  Loomis, 
private  bankers,  Mr.  Thomson  managing  the 
bank  and  Mr.  Lo(jniis  attending  to  the  hard- 
ware business,  which  was  his  private  busi- 
ness. This  fiiiii  was  in  successful  operati(jn 
for  a  period  of  .^i.x  }'ears,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  failing  health  comi)ellcd  Mr.  Thomson 
to  relinquish  active  caie.s  for  a  time;  and  he 
sold  his  interest  in  the  firm  to  the  Loomises, 
a  son  of  his  former  partner,  Mr.  Charles  }l. 
Loomis,  taking  charge  of  the  bank.  One 
year  later,  in  imiirovctl  health,  Mr.  Thomson 
purchaseil  the  grist-mill  at  Alexander,  Gen- 
esee County,  which  is  a  full  roller  mill  with 
two  run  of  stone  for  feed,  etc.,  antl  eight  sets 
of  rollers,  with  a  capacity  of  forty  barrels  c/f 
flour  and  some  three  hundred  and  fifty  bushels 
of  grain.  The  mill  receives  its  jiower  from 
two  turbine  wheels  f)f  seventy-five  horse- 
power. 

On  May  10,  1847,  Mr.  Thomson  married 
Miss  S.n-ah  A.  I'^irgo,  of  .Stafford,  Genesee 
County,  daughter  of   Isaac   I'argo,  a  farmer. 


whose  father,  Robert  h\argo,  was  an  early  set- 
tler of  that  locality.  Isaac  Fargo  died  in 
1858,  leaving  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  one 
daughter,  who  inlieritecl  trom  him  a  good 
estate.  Six  of  these  sons  ai"e  still  living,  two 
in  Wisconsin,  f)ne  in  Des  Moines,  la.,  one  in 
Dakota,  and  two  in  Genesee  Covuity.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thomson  have  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  adojjted  a  daughter,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Albert  W.  Leland,  a  resident  of 
Knoxville,  Tenn.  She  died  at  the  age  of 
thiity-one,  in  1885,  K'aving  one  son,  now  a 
young  man  of  nineteen,  W'illard  C.  Leland, 
who  resides  with  his  grandpart. nts,  and  has 
receivetl  a  good  business  education,  being  a 
gratluate  of  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Commercial 
College.  Idle  family  reside  in  a  large  sub- 
stantial brick  mansion  at  No.  90  Main  Street, 
which  the)'  have  occupied  for  twenty-five 
years,  and  which  was  erected  in  1871.  Its 
spacious  rooms  have  been  the  scenes  of  many 
famous  Social  gatherings,  but  of  late,  owing 
to  the  retiring  habits  of  the  family,  are  seldom 
opened. 

Mr.  Coritlon  S.  Thomson  is  the  oldest  busi- 
ness man  in  Attica  with  the  exception  of  his 
former  jiartner,  Mr.  Loomis,  who  was  in  busi- 
ness four  years  earlier  than  h(\ 

Mr.  Thomson  is  a  ivcpublican  in  politics, 
and  has  served  as  Assessor  and  a  member  of 
the  village  board.  Me  owns  some  valuable 
real  estate  in  Attica,  consisting  of  a  large  lot 
at  the  corner  of  Main  ami  Water  .Streets,  upon 
which  is  a  brick  block,  and  also  the  warehouse 
(jpposite.  Mrs.  Thomson  is  a  member  of  the 
]^aj)tist  church,  which  Mr.  Thomson  attends, 
and  to  which  he  renders  much  financial  support. 

Among  the  jiortraits  which  enrich  the  pres- 
ent x'olume  of  biogiaphies  will  be  found  a 
\-ery  good  likeness  of  this  enterprising  citizen 
of  Attica,  who,  having  no  direct  heirs  to  his 
name  and  virtues,  does  well  thus  to  give  to  the 
world  a  counterfeit  presentment  of  himself. 


RS.  I'LI/ABirni  ACO.MB,  widow 
of  Tliomas  Acomb,  late  of  Dans- 
ville,  was  born   in  Springwater, 
daughter  of  llenr\'  bdora,  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  that  local it\.     Mrs.  Acomb's 
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father  spent  his  early  clays  in  Scottsburg. 
I^e  afterward  owned  a  large  farm  in  Sparta, 
whieh  is  still  in  possession  of  the  family,  and 
carried  on  by  a  son.  Her  father  in  his  latter 
years  removed  to  Wayland,  where  he  died  in 
1880,  aged  eighty  )'ears.  Mrs.  Acomb's 
mother  was  Catherine  Ilanly,  a  native  of 
Germany.  She  was  a  latly  of  intelligence 
aiul  strong  character,  a  member  of  the  Lu- 
theran church  u])  to  the  time  of  her  death, 
which  occurred  when  she  was  sevent) -three 
years  old.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  John,  l-^lizabeth,  William, 
Mary,  Henry,  Harriet,  George,  and  Rhotla. 
On  May  15,  1S51,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  married  to  Thomas  Aconib,  a  wealthy 
farmer  of  Dans\'ille;  and  slie  has  since  re- 
sided in  that  village.  Her  husband  was  of 
English  birth,  anil  came  to  America  with  his 
father,  who  brought  his  family  with  him,  and 
settled  upon  a  farm  in  South  Dansville,  be- 
coming a  piijueer  of  that  town.  At  the  time 
when  the  cholera  swept  over  this  countr)',  he 
volunteered  to  take  charge  of  patients,  and 
succuml)ed  to  the  dread  disease,  and  died, 
leaving  a  wife  and  four  children.  Thomas 
Acomb  was  his  eldest  son,  and  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  educated  at 
the  district  schools,  and  on  reaching  manhood 
took  possession  of  the  homestead,  eventually 
becoming  a  successful  farmer  and  acquiring  a 
large  property.  At  the  time  of  his  decease, 
which  occurred  in  1893,  when  he  was  sixty- 
six  years  old,  he  owned  one  thousand  acres  of 
land.  Mr.  Acomb  was  a  pnmiinent  man  in 
the  town,  antl  was  Supervisor  for  two  terms. 
With  his  wife  he  was  a  regular  attendant  at 
the  I'resb)-terian  church. 

Mrs.  Acomb  has  reared  a  family  of  nine 
children,  as  follows:  William  H.,  Mary 
h^-anklyn  J.,  Annie,  Minnie  S.,  Jennie  F., 
Fred,  Daniel,  and  Nellie  F.  The  Acomb 
family  for  niany  years  have  been  residents  of 
Dansville,  Steuben  County,  where  they  en- 
joyed the  highest  respect  and  esteem  of  their 
neighbors.  One  daughter  is  still  at  home, 
and  she  and  her  mother  are  professing  inem- 
bers  of  the  I'resb)'tei"ian  church. 

Of  her  many  children,  who  are  all  indus- 
trious and  highly  intelligent,  her  son  Daniel 


G.  remained  in  business  at  Dansville.  He  is 
a  bo(;t  aiul  shoe  dealer,  carrying  on  a  lucra- 
tive trade,  and  is  also  engaged  extensivel)'  in 
buying  produce.  He  was  born  at  South  Dans- 
ville, October  30,  1868,  and  has  shown  re- 
markable business  abilit)'  since  entering 
mercantile  life. 


August 
ten  children  t)f  John  S.  C 


\RSHALD  J.  COWDIN,  a  retired 
armer  and  at  the  present  time 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Yarys- 
l)urg,  was  born  in  Oi'angeville, 
1 82 1,  and  is  the  only  sur\-ivor  of 
owdin,  who  was  born 
at  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  in  1785.  His  paternal 
grandfather  was  Craig  Cowclin,  a  well-to-do 
Massachusetts  farmer,  who  reared  seven  sons 
antl  four  daughters,  four  of  the  sons  becoming 
pioneers  of  Wyoming  Count}'. 

John  S.  Cowdin,  son  of  Craig,  iourne\'ed 
from  Massachusetts  on  liorseback  to  Buffalo 
by  way  of  Rochester;  Init  the  fever  and  ague 
caused  him  t(j  relin(|uish  his  intention  of  set- 
tling at  either  of  these  places,  although  he 
was  urged  to  purchase  for  (me  thousand  d(dlars 
one  huiulred  acres  within  the  present  city 
limits  of  Ikiffalo.  He  brought  with  him  from 
Massachusetts  twelve  hundred  dollars  in  cash, 
and  declining  to  invest  his  mone}' at  the  al)0ve 
named  places  came  b)'  the  old  Buffalo  Road  to 
Wyoming  County,  wheie  he  purchased  one 
hundred  acres  near  the  ])resent  fine  county 
farm,  [laying  four  hundred  dollars  (uv  it,  two 
hundred  ot  whicli  was  rendered  in  boots  and 
shoes.  The  tract  was  prov  ided  with  a  small 
log  caljin  ami  an  ox  barn.  In  181  i  three 
other  o'  the  Cowdin  bi'others  came  and  ac- 
cjuired  each  a  tract  of  land  atljoining,  making 
in  all  six  hundretl  and  sixteen  acres.  Their 
names  were:  Craig,  I'utnam,  and  Nathaniel, 
the  latter  unmarried. 

John  .S.  Cowdin  was  marrieil  in  1810  to 
Miss  Rhoda  Hall,  of  Coxsackie,  N.V.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  18  I  2,  stationed  at 
Buffalo,  and  was  pre^5ent  when  the  xullage  was 
burned.  He  was  hotl)'  pursued  by  a  blood- 
thirsty Indian,  and  when  very  nearly  ex- 
hausted managed  to  elude  the  savage  by 
ilod<!inn;  beneath  a  bridue,  hax  in"-  the  satisfac- 
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tioii  of  hcarin^i;'  his  enemy,  who  had  lost  siglit 
of  liim,  pass  o\er  ahove  his  head.  In  this  ad- 
venture he  c'ontrai  ted  rheuniatic  fever,  which 
affected  him  for  the  remainder  of  liis  life. 
He  at  one  time  owned  cme  hundred  and 
eight)'-eii;iit  anil  one-half  acres  of  land,  but 
was  so  crippled  by  rheumatism  as  to  be  inca- 
pable of  conchR'tin;^-  farm  operations.  He  and 
his  wife  had  ten  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  California,  a  daughter  in  Wisconsin,  and  a 
son,  William,  of  yellow  fever  in  Mississippi; 
the  remains  of  five  others  are  interred  at 
Orangeville.  The  father  ilied  suddenly  of 
apoplexy  in  1861,  at  tlie  age  of  seventy-six, 
and  the  mother  after  a  shoit  illness  in  May, 
1864,  at  the  age  of  sevent \-fi ve. 

Marshall  J.  Cowdin  remained  at  home,  as- 
sisting his  father.  He  was  married  June  21, 
1848,  to  Sybil  Richards,  who  was  born  at 
the  county  house  farm,  which  her  father  first 
settled  in  181  i,  haxdng  come  from  Rutland, 
Vt.,  on  foot,  and  puichaseil  about  one-half  of 
a  square  mile  df  that  pmductixe  land  at  four 
iloUars  per  acre,  first  buying  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  and  later  the  balance.  There 
were  four  brothers  of  the  Richards  family  who 
came  to  New  York  State  from  Vermont,  and 
Paul  Richards  became  a  Judge  of  Wyoming- 
County.  Mrs.  Sybil  Richards  Cowdin  died 
very  sudtlenl}-  in  1872,  leaving  four  children, 
namelv:  Marilla,  widow  of  George  Pettibone, 
having  three  sons;  I'rank,  who  is  married, 
and  resitles  at  the  tdtl  lujme,  having  one  son 
and  one  daughter;  I.afa}ette,  a  resident  of 
Sturgis  Cit\',  S.  Hak.,  wlio  has  a  wife  and 
two  daughters;  and  Irwin,  a  resident  of 
Warsaw. 

Mr.  Cowdin  married  for  his  second  wife  in 
1874  Mrs.  Louise  Colb}',  witlow  of  Theodore 
Colby,  and  daughter  of  Frank  Horton,  of  W)  - 
oming  County.  Mrs.  Cowdin  has  three  chil- 
dren by  her  first  husband — Jasper,  a  resident 
of  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  having  two  sons  and  one 
daughter;  Frank,  residing  at  Currier's  Cor- 
ners, having"  one  son:  and  Nellie,  wife  of 
luul  Jones,  a  i-aili'oail  man  at  Ikiffalo.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cowdin  settled  in  their  pleasant 
home  at  Vai-)'slnirg  in  1882.  He  is  serving 
his  third  terni  as  Justice  t)f  the  Peace,  an 
office  he  would  willingly  relinquish  if  his  con- 


stituents would  permit.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Method i.sl  churcli,  and  also  a  Steward. 
He  comes  of  a  stalwart  race,  having  a  very 
commanding  presence,  .standing  six  feet  and 
well-])roportioned.  He  wa.'^  a  model  farmer, 
and  still  keeps  one  or  two  fine  horses  and 
other  stock  on  hi.i  village  farm. 


JAMUl'L  PTSIIl'R,  late  of  Warsaw, 
N.Y.,  was  Ijorn  in  Londonderry, 
N.H.,  May  8,  r8o8.  The  advent- 
ures of  Mr.  h'isher's  grandfather, 
who  was  the  emigrant  ancest(n'  to  this  coun- 
try, are  as  thrillingly  interesting  as  the  record 
of  a  hero  of  fiction.  The  facts  are  as  follows: 
Samuel  I-"isher,  who  was  boi'n  of  Scotch  an- 
cestr}'  in  the  north  of  Iieland  in  the  year 
1722,  emliarked  for  America  in  1740,  in  the 
nineteenth  year  of  his  age.  The  vessel  was 
so  scantily  sui)plietl  with  food  that  it  was 
called  the  "Star\eti  .Ship."  i\s  the  rations 
were  gradually  reducetl  to  a  talilespoonful  of 
oatmeal  and  a  proporticinatel)'  small  allowance 
of  water  f(jr  each  iiuliviiluars  daily  suste- 
nance, the  sufferings  of  the  men  were  well- 
nigh  int(derLd)le.  One  day  Mr.  l-'isher  went 
to  the  officer  in  charge  for  a  tablespoonful  of 
water  with  which  to  moisten  his  meal,  and 
was  refused.  Tliere  were  onl\'  two-thirds  of  a 
quart  lioltle  v(  water  on  board  the  vessel  and 
a  distance  of  several  tla)s'  sailing  before  the 
coast  of  America  would  be  reacheil.  The  sit- 
uation was  aiipalling.  Main'  of  the  crew 
sickenetl  and  tlieih  and  the  miserable  sur- 
vivors were  at  last  compelletl  to  suljsist  upon 
the  dead  bodies  of  their  companions  or  perish. 
l'\>r  fourteen  days  the  starving  passengers  and 
ship's  crew  thus  preserved  their  lives,  but  at 
last  this  resource  failed.  Lots  were  cast,  it 
being  decided  that  one  must  give  his  life  for 
the  others;  and  the  fatal  nimiber  was  drawn 
by  .Samuel  h'isher.  "  Pro\  ident  ial  1)-,  how- 
ever, a  \-essel  ho\-e  in  sight;  and,  their  sig- 
nals of  distress  being  o])ser\'ed,  they  obtained 
leliet,  and  were  si\ed.  .So  dee]i  an  impres- 
sion did  the  horrors  ol  that  jiassage  make 
upon  the  mind  of  Mr.  ]''ishei  that  in  after  life 
he  could  ne\er  see  without  pain  the  least 
morsel   of  lood   wasted  or  a  pail  of  water 
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thrown  carelessly  un  the  ground."  Having 
landed  at  length  on  the  shores  of  the  New 
World,  which  had  been  reached  by  such  an 
amount  of  sacrifice  and  suffering,  Samuel 
I'^isher  was  content  to  spend  his  life  in  l.on- 
donderry,  N.I  I.,  where  he  settled  and  planted 
a  posterity.  fie  wa.^  a  Ruling  lilder  of  the 
church  in  the  West  Parish.  He  died  at  Lon- 
donderry, April  10,  1806.  His  son  John  was 
liorn   in   Londonderry,  where   he  lived  until 

1834,  when  he  niovetl  to  Warsaw,  to  which 
jjoint  he  came  on  the  canal.  Upon  his  arrival 
liere  with  his  family,  .he  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  wliich  was  at  that  time  covered  with  forest 
trees,  but  which  is  now  included  in  the  vil- 
lage limits;  and   here   he  died   October  13, 

1835.  In  1 798  he  was  married  to  Miss  Het- 
sey  Dean,  who  was  born  June  24,  1776,  and 
died  November  20,  1858.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which 
Mr.  Fisher  was  for  many  years  a  Deacon. 
They  reared  nine  children,  three  of  whom 
studied  for  the  ministry. 

Samuel  Fisher,  son  of  Deacon  John  P^isher, 
was  educated  in  his  native  town,  and  moved 
to  Warsaw  when  he  was  about  twenty  years  of 
age.  Much  of  the  surroutuling  country  was 
wild  and  uncultivateil,  and  Warsaw  was  at 
that  time  includetl  in  (jem-see  County.  Mr. 
b'isher  entered  the  em[)loyment  of  Dr.  Augus- 
tus I'^rank,  with  whcjse  family  he  made  his 
home  until  his  father's  arrival  in  1834. 
blither  and  son  joined  in  the  purchase  of  a 
farm,  which  afterward  became  the  property  of 
the  son.  This  year  was  the  date  of  his  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Armina  Dryer,  which  was 
solemnized  on  the  10th  of  June.  After  one 
brief  year  of  wedded  ha|)piness  she  died,  on 
August  27,  1835.  Three  years  later  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Lucy  Woodward,  who  died  Sejitem- 
ber  17,  1853,  leaving  three  children  —  James 
Fllis,  rhineas  D.,  and  John  C.  Mr.  Fisher's 
third  wife  was  Mrs.  Lucy  M.  (Woodruff) 
Phillips,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  volume. 

Mr.  P'isher  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  War- 
saw, and  was  closely  identified  with  the  best 
interests  of  his  town  and  county,  holding  vari- 
ous local  offices  and  for  many  years  being  a 
Ruling  Flder  in  the  Presbyterian  church  in 


Warsaw.  He  died  May  30,  1885.  The  farm 
is  now,  1895,  in  possession  of  his  son.  Dr. 
John  Crocker  b'isher,  who  after  a  residence  of 
five  years  in  Peirut,  Syria,  as  a  medical  mis- 
sionary, came  home,  and  esta])lished  on  the 
beautiful  v/est  hill  the  Sanitaiium  known  as 
the  Warsaw  .Salt  Iniths.  Dr.  iMsher  v.'as  mar- 
lietl  May  11,  1880,  to  .Miss  Mary  Shaw,  of 
Crinnell,  la.  The)-  have  three  children  — 
Fclith,  J(jhn  C,  antl  Albeit  Shaw.  James 
P'dlis  P'isher  married  in  May,  1872,  Flizabeth 
McMasters.  They  ha\e  two  sons  — Charles 
.Samuel  and  Pliineas  McMasters.  Phineas 
Dean  l-'isher  marrieil  in  1876  Plunice  Pinck- 
ney.  'Phey  have  had  three  children  —  Mattie, 
Phineas  D.,  and  Frank  Wyman. 


YrA//  ^J-I-I-^^I  I-i:\VIS,    one    of  the 

XYsX/  leadiiig  men  of  tlie  town  of  Arcade, 
^  ^  ami  a  progressix'e  ami  thrix'ing 
farmer,  was  Ijorn  in  P'reedum,  NA'.,  October 
15,  1835.  He  is  the  son  of  Laban  Lewis,  a 
native  of  Chesterfield,  X.H.,  and  grandson  of 
Iveuben  Lewis,  who  also  was  born  in  New 
Ilampsliire.  1  he  latter  was  a  farmer  in  his 
nati\'e  .State,  and  at  an  earl\'  date  remoxcd 
uith  his  wile  ami  tamil\'  to  I'reeclom,  N.\'., 
where  he  settled.  His  son,  Laban,  was  brought 
up  a  farmer,  and  after  his  marriage  came  to 
Jefferson  County,  bringing  his  wife  with  him. 
He  worked  at  farming  for  some  time  in  Jeffer- 
siin  County,  then  remo\ed  to  P'reedom,  Catta- 
raugus Countv,  where  he  iiurchased  a  farm, 
upon  whicli  he  lesidecl  for  man)'  years.  He 
died  at  the  age  ol  se\ent)-three.  His  wile, 
the  mother  of  our  sid)ject,  was  .Sarah  Parbull, 
a  native  of  Massachusetts.  .She  remo\eil  to 
the  .State  of  Michigan  after  the  death  of  her 
husband,  and  ilieil  there,  after  attaining  the 
remarkable  age  of  ninety-nine.  .She  reared 
a  family  of  thirteen  children,  foui"  of  whuni 
are  still  li\'ing,  namel)' ;  Xelson  ;  Jane,  who 
married  ITihu  .Austin;  Lester;  and  Will- 
iam P". 

William   P".  Lewis  spent  his  early  years  on 
his   lather's   farm    in    P'reedom,    (jbtaining  a 
knowledge  of  agricultural  methods,  and  accpiir- 
ing  a  lair  educ.it  imi  at  the  ilisliict  school.  lie 
I  lived   at    home   until   attaining   his  majorit\, 
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tlicn  went  to  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Eagle, 
\\')'oniiiig"  Coimty,  antl  f(juiKl  employment 
there  for  about  fifteen  \ears.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  remo\'e(l  to  Arcade,  and  was  em- 
plo3ed  on  different  farms  until  coming  to  his 
present  estate  in  1890.  Here  he  has  a  well- 
cultivated  and  productive  I'lrojierty,  its  condi- 
tion and  apiJearance  showing  thrift,  industry, 
and  good  judgment  on  the  part  of  the  owner, 
and  fail!)-  entitling  him  to  rank  among  the 
intelligent  and  progressi\-e  agriculturalists  of 
the  count)'.  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  member  of  the 
Arcade  Lotlge,  No.  698,  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  (  )dd  l-'cllows,  antl  belongs  to  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Tnited  Workmen.  He  is 
a  Republican  in  jjolitics,  and  has  served  as 
Highway  Commissioner  one  )ear  and  K.xcise 
Commissioner  three  years,  ami  in  both  offices 
has  manifested  business  abilit)-  and  sound  judg- 
ment, gi\  ing  full  satisfaction  to  his  t(jwnsmen. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  married  in  1861  to  Miss 
Wilson,  daughter  of  I'lzra  Wilson,  a  farmer  of 
the  town  of  l-'rcctiom.  .Slie  died  April  6, 
1890,  at  the  age  of  iift)'-two,  lea\'ing  six  chil- 
dren, a^^  folhiws:  Wilson;  b'red,  who  married 
Nettie  Haskell;  Addie,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Duncan;  Lena;  1^'rank ;   and  Lulu. 

Lewis  has  since  marrietl  ]\Irs.  Rosalind 
Weir,  daughter  of  W.  1'.  Da)-,  a  physician 
who  caiue  from  ()hio,  wheie  AL's.  Lewis  was 
born,  to  the  town  of  I-'agle  when  she  was  six 
)-ears  old.  yXfter  [jractising  in  this  vicinity 
for  some  year.s,  he  settlctl  in  Great  Valle)', 
Cattaraugus  County;  and  there  his  last  days 
were  s]K'nt.  Mrs.  Lewis  is  a  lady  of  many 
domestic  \irtues,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodi.st  chuich.  The  children  have  all  re- 
cei\ed  a  ])ractical  education,  ([ualifying  them 
to  make  their  wa)-  in  the  world  ;  antl  Rena  has 
s]ient  some  time  teaching  school. 


rc;R\'  S,  l^RIAVl'R,  a  prominent 
niller  and  farmer  of  the  town  ol 
Springwaler,  Li\-ingston  Count)', 
N.\'.,  was  liorn  iii  S|)arta,  Octo- 
ber 24,  1862.  His  father,  William  Brewer, 
was  also  a  native  of  that  town.  His  grand- 
father, Abraham  Hrewei',  came  from  Vermont 
to  this  i>arl  of  New  \'oik  Stale  as  a  pioneer. 


clearing  a  tract  of  laml,  and  lix'ing  for  some 
time  in  a  log  cabin.  .Subsei|uentl)'  he  nioved 
to  Spi  i  ngwatei"  antl  became  a  pi"i  mi  i  uent  farmer 
in  that  town.  He  pui'chased  a  farm,  antl  car- 
ried on  a  system  tif  cultivation  till  his  tleath, 
which  occurred  at  an  ath'ancetl  age. 

William  Brewer,  liis  son,  father  of  Henry 
S.  ]5rewer,  li\etl  at  honie  in  his  )t)uth,  attend- 
ing school,  antl  later  emi^loying  himself  about 
the  farni.  When  he  becanie  of  age,  he  pur- 
chasetl  a  farm  in  Sparta,  antl  ichitled  tliere 
some  years,  later  moving  to  an  estate  known 
as  the  l^rewer  farni,  which  was  situatetl  on  the 
line  between  Springwater  antl  .S])arta.  l-'rom 
there  he  went  to  a  farm  near  the  home  of  his 
son,  at  the  same  time  leasing  a  mill,  but  fol- 
lowing farming  in  the  inain.  l-'inally  he  pur- 
chased the  present  mill  and  the  farm  connected 
with  it  ol  his  son,  antl  here  his  last  years 
were  spent.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
in  jMissession  of  thi'ee  farms  coiitaining  three 
hundretl  and  fifty  acres.  He  died  July  7, 
1 89 1,  agetl  si.\t)--se\en  years.  Mr.  Lrewer 
was  highly  esteeiiietl  by  his  townsmen,  antl 
heltl  the  tjtfice  ol  11  igh wa v  Comni issioner  lor 
niany  years  in  .Spaita  and  also  in  Springwater. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  William  Lrewer  was  Miss 
Nancy  Spencer,  tlaughter  tif  a  well-known 
farmer  t)f  Portage,  Livingston  Count)',  where 
she  was  born.  Her  jiarents  were  anit)ng  the 
earl)'  settleis  of  I'ortage.  Mrs.  Hrewer  is  still 
living  on  the  oltl  homesteatl,  antl  is  a  member 
of  the  Presb)'terian  church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Brewer  were  blessed 
witli  five  children  —  Henry  S.  ;  l-dt)rence,  who 
marrietl  Dr.  Becker,  a  jjractising  ph)'sician  of 
Spriiigwater ;  Hannah,  a  sclmol  teaclier  in 
Springwater,  Mauil,  who  is  connectetl  with 
the  local  newspajiei',  the  Springwaler  Eittcr- 
prisc;  antl  one  other  daughter  named  Lizzie. 

Henry  S.  l^rewer  sj^ent  his  early  life  on  Ids 
father's  farm  in  Sparta,  going  with  the  faniily 
to  S]M-ingwater  when  he  was  seven  years  old. 
He  attendetl  the  district  school,  antl  later  the 
iiormal  schud],  leathing  tluring  one  winter; 
but  after  that  he  toiicliidctl  to  lea\"e  the  tlcsk, 
and  purchasetl  a  farm  in  Siiringwater.  This 
he  carrietl  on  for  se\'eral  years,  alsti  contlucting 
his  father's  fariu  at  ihe  sanie  linie.  When  his 
iathei''s  tleath  occurred,  he  tonk  contrt)!  tif  the 
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mill  ami  of  the  other  farms,  and  has  kejjt  all 
in  a  prosi)eroiis  condition.  An  e.\ten,si\e  busi- 
ness is  eaii  ied  on  at  the  mill,  huekwiieat  Hour 
heini;'  the  U-adinL;  |ii(idnet,  and  some  lloiir 
beinj^"  piodLued  for  the  local  market.  .Mr.  I 
lirewer  is  a  memhei  of  the  Maccabees,  hold- 
ing' the  rank  ol  .Sergeant  in  the  Springwater 
blanch.  lie  is  a  ke|)ublican  in  ])olitics,  and 
is  a  \er)-  po|)ular  }oimg  man,  constantly  add- 
ing to  his  host  of  friends,  though  so  busy  in 
(lex'eloping  the  large  estate  under  his  care,  and 
also  taking  ])ai't  in  local  interests.  It  is  a 
pleasant  feature,  one  prognosticating  the  future 
wel  1 -l)e i ng  ol  a  town,  when  youngei'  men,  as 
in  this  instance  of  Afr.  J^rcwer,  indicate  that 
the\-  ha\  e  the  quLil  itications  which  are  requisite 
to  the  material  ail\-ancement  of  the  localit\' 
in  which  they  li\e. 

llenr)  .S.  Ihewer  was  married  bYdjruary  16, 
i.SScS,  to  Miss  jjnma  Willis,  a  daughter  of 
Nelson  Willis,  a  lepresentatix'e  of  one  of  the 
oUl  families  of  Spii ng water.  iler  father  was 
a  nati\'e  ol  the  town,  and  her  grandtather  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  localit}'.  Mrs. 
l^rewer  died  in  March,  ICS94,  at  the  early  age 
of  thirty-three  _\'ears.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  church,  and  was  the  mother  of 
fovu"  children;  namelw  Willie,  I'itch,  Ried, 
and  Charle}'. 


XV/IkLINf;  OSGOOD,  a  retireil  farmer 
\fS  and  an  old  resident  of  l-5ennington, 
^  near  h'olsomtlale,  was  born  at  Lancas- 
ter, Worcester  Count)',  Mass.,  January  27,1808, 
and  is  now  eighty-seven  years  old.  His  father, 
Moses  Osgood,  was  born  at  Lancaster  in  1779, 
and  was  the  son  of  a  Massachusetts  farmer,  who 
li\ed  and  died  {)n  his  farm  in  that  State.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  first  wife,  the  grandmother 
of  N'irling  Osgood,  was  Kugg.  She  bore  four 
sons  and  several  daughters.  By  a  second  mar- 
riage Mr.  Osgood's  grandfather  had  two  sons. 

Moses  (Osgood  married  Hannah  Sargent, 
whose  birth  occiu'red  on  the  day  following  that 
of  her  husband.  The)'  were  married  about  the 
\ear  1807,  ami  nuned  to  Lewis  County,  New- 
York,  in  1830,  when  X'irling  was  twelve  years 
old.  There  they  resided  for  six  years,  mov- 
ing from  the  latter  county  to  Alden,  in  I'.rie 


Countv,  and  in  1831  settled  in  Bennington, 
Wyoming  County.  He  was  a  man  ol  -ilemler 
means,  and  met  with  si.'\ere  losses,  but  was 
\er\'  industiious.  lie  leaieil  ten  ol  eleven 
childien,  one  child  ha\iiig  died  in  inlancy. 
.Si.\  sons  and  four  daughters  giew  to  inaturit}', 
married,  had  children,  and  ha\e  all  passed 
awa)'  except  the  suliject  ol  this  sketch.  Mo.ncs 
Osgood  clietl  at  Lorain,  <  )hio,  in  1854,  aged 
se\'enty-fi\'e  \  ears  ;  and  his  widow  died  there  in 
1868,  aged  eight\-nine. 

\'irling  (  )sgood  was  the  fourth  son  ami  the 
fifth  child  of  his  ixirents,  and  receixed  a  lim- 
ited common-school  education.  He  became 
familiar  with  the  duties  of  farm  life  in  liis 
\'outh,  and  in  earlv  manhood  owned  a  taiiii  of 
forty  acres  near  Jk-nnington.  hi  1835  he 
moved  to  Chautauqua,  where  he  lented  a  tarm 
for  two  \ears,  working  meanwhile  for  Dr. 
Henr\-  Wilcox,  at  a  salar\-  of  ihiee  bundled 
and  sixt\-tive  doUar.N  per  year,  as  general 
superintendent  of  his  large  farm.  While 
there  Mr.  ( 'sgood  inirchased  a  farm  of  fifty 
acres,  situated  directl)'  opposite  his  ])resent 
home,  which  he  sold  about  ten  years  since,  at 
that  time  buying  the  farm  ui)on  which  he  now 
resieles.  'idiis  com|)ri^es  fift\'  acres,  and  at 
the  time  of  [jurchase  was  valued  at  eight 
humlred  dollars.  I'luler  Mr.  Osgood's  man- 
agement the  estate  has  been  greatly  increased 
in  value,  ami  he  has  been  t)ffered  twenty-eight 
hundred  dollars  for  the  same  piece  of  property. 
Some  years  ago  Mr.  (  )sgood  injured  his  hip  by 
a  fall,  ami  since  then  he  has  been  obliged  to 
use  crutches.  This  misfortune  ami  the  added 
infirmit\'  of  increasing  years  debar  him  from 
acti\e  [nirsuits;  but  he  has  not  lost  his  inter- 
est i;i  public  affairs.  lle\-otes  the  Republi- 
can ticket,  and  has  been  Highwa}'  Commis- 
sioner for  a  year;  and  he  still  retains  his  con- 
nection with  the  l-5aptist  church. 

( )n  .Se|)teml)er  12,  1830,  he  married  Lucinda 
Adams,  who  was  about  his  own  age;  and  they 
lived  together  as  husband  and  wife  fifty-eight 
years,  she  dving  in  i8()o,  Januar}-  21.  Their 
onl)'  son,  who  was  born  in  1 837,  died  at  the 
age  of  se\en  months.  He  was  a  \'er\'  pre- 
cocious child,  ami  was  a  great  loss  to  his  par- 
ents, who  subsequently  adopted  \'irling  I). 
Osgood,  the  son  of  Mrs.  Osgood's  sister,  who 
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was  l)()in  in  1X40.     Virliii^-  ]).  Osgood  was  a  1 
soldier  in  the  Ci\'il  \Vai-,  enlisting  from  Ben-  j 
nington    in    Coiiipan)-  II,   (~)i)e   Hundred   and  ' 
'ldiirt)'-si\th  New  \\)ik  Infantry.     Mc  served  j 
as  a  musician   tlire'e  )-ears,  at  one  time  nar-  1 
rowly  escaijing  death  at  the  hands  of  a  captain  ' 
in  the  naxy,  who  threw  a  knile  at  him,  inflict-  j 
ing  an  ugl}'  wnund  upon  his  lorehead,  the  scar 
of  whicli  is  ])lainl)'  \  isil)le  to  this  day.     Vir-  1 
ling    1).    Osgood  is   a    Democrat   iii   politics,  j 
has  been  Ilighwa}'  Commissioner  one  year,  and 
is  now  ser\  ing  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He 
is  large  of  stature,  and  has  the  appearance  of 
a  typical  soldier. 

On  Januar)'  10,   ii^6y,   X'iiling  D.   Osgood  j 
was  iriarried  to  Julia  Ann  Whitne)',  daughter  ' 
of   Zelotus  and  Cornelia  (Johnson)  Whitney, 
the  former  from  Massachusetts,  and  the  latter 
from   Xew  llampshiie.  V'irling  Osgood 

was  boiii    ill   Alorle\',   Si.    Lawrence   County,  ' 
Septendjci  JC'),  1  S4(j.     She  had  four  children,  j 
namel}':    <  )|-.inge  1).,    who   was  mairied  Ma}' 
10,  ii'^tjj,  to  MisN  laiima  (i.  (Iriswold,  and  re- 
sides   with    his    parents;    Millie    L. ,   wife  of 
Charles  Meisner,  a  fainier  in  the  vicinity  of  t 
J^ennington;   hdmo   H. ,   a   youth    of  sixteen, 
lesiding  with  his  parents;  ami  lulith,  a  daugh- 
ter of   nine   \eai.->,    now   attending   school  at 
Alden. 


YC/V;/iLS()X  wooniuM  F  haaiilton, 

\y?)\/  an  industrious  farmer  of  Livonia, 
Lix  ingston  County,  N.  Y. ,  was  born 
there  March  .S,  i,S_'i,  the  }eai'  in  which  Spain 
ceded  I'dorida  to  tlie  L'nited  States.  His 
father,  (leoi'ge  Hamilton,  was  born  in  the 
noilh  of  Ireland,  hut  came  to  America  at  an 
earl)'  period,  settling  fust  in  I'eimsylvania,  and 
afterward  in  Livingston  Count)',  New  'Wjrk, 
where  he  took  up  a  hundretl  and  six  acres  of 
wild  land  in  a  place  remote  from  any  town  or 
large  settlement,  so  that  at  first  he  was  obliged 
to  draw  grain  and  all  other  farm  produce  to 
Rochester.  Building  a  log  house,  he  sjient  all 
the  rest  ol  his  ila\'s  there,  wearing  homesi)un 
clothing,  his  peacelul  lile  uninterrupted  b)' 
embarrassing  com  e-nt  ioual  it  ies  or  hollow 
shams.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Cetldes;  and  they 
reared    several    chililren      William,  Joseph, 


Samuel,  (ieorge,  Paul,  John,  James,  W^ilson, 
Margaret,  Mai)',  and  Bets)'  Hamilton.  Wil- 
son, our  subject,  is  the  onl)'  sui'\  i\  ing  member 
of  this  large  and  flourishing  famil)'.  .AIi'. 
(ieorge  Hamilton  died  in  i(Sj,S,  the  sear  when 
the  new  Whig  tarilt,  imp(jsing  duties  on  im- 
ports, was  enacted. 

Wilson  Wooihulf  Hamilton  was  etlucated  in 
the  district  school  ol  Lix'onia,  and  remained  at 
home  until  he  was  si.xteeii  )'ears  of  age.  In 
1837,  the  \  ear  of  the  great  "])anic, ''  he 
learned  the  trade  of  carpieiiter  and  joiner,  and 
in  1839  joined  his  fortunes  in  niatrimon)'  with 
Miss  Sarah  Deckei'.  In  1840,  wliile  Martin 
Van  liureii  served  as  I'i'esident,  Mr.  Hamilton 
mox'cd  to  the  farm  he  now  occupies,  and  in 
1853  the  ha-ie  Railroad  cut  through  the  old 
homestead.  Although  the  march  of  ci\'ili/a- 
t'lon  has  s])oiled  the  primitive  beautv  of  the 
estate,  it  greatlv  enlianced  the  financial  value 
of  the  land;  and  .Mr.  Hamilton  is  hv  no  means 
a  ])oor  man.  .Mwav^i  taking  a  li\'ely  interest 
in  the  welfare  ol  hi.-,  countrv,  ?ilr.  Ilaniiltoii 
has  been  a  Republican  since  the  iorniation  of 
the  i)art)',  being  a  ^\  hig  jirevious  to  that  time. 
Lie  cast  his  first  Presidential  \ote  in  1 844  for 
Llenr)'  Cla)' ;  and,  though  his  camliilate  was 
defeated,  he  had  the  pleasure  of  voting  for  the 
next  Pi'esi(,lent  of  the  L'nited  States,  General 
Zachary  'La\lor,  a  nian  who  knew  not  what 
defeat  meant. 

Mrs.  Hamilton  is  the  daughter  of  Llenrv  and 
Martha  Decker,  of  Li\onia,  and  is  a  meiidjer 
of  an  old  family  in  the  town  of  Lima.  Mrs. 
Decker's  parents  hatl  four  children  as  follows: 
M)'ron  II.;  John  C. ,  deceased;  Wallace 
I.  ;  and  Martha  ]•'..,  mother-in-law  ol  our 
subject. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  ha\e  four  children 
—  Martha  May,  AI)i'on  11.,  lla/.el  I.,  .and 
I'rederick  Woodruff  Hamilton.  Martha  Ham- 
ilton married  C.  11.  Armstead,  of  Avon,  hut 
has  no  chililren.  M)ron  11.  Hamilton  man  ied 
I'jnma  Aldricli  ;  and  thev  had  a  famih,  of 
which  one  child,   |ohn  H. ,  surv  ives. 

We  cannot  doubt  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamil- 
ton were  t"itl\'  mated,  as  thev  have  lived  to- 
gethei'  hfty  vears,  celebrating  their  golden 
wedding  with  appropiiate  ceremonies  Decem- 
ber 31,  1889.     As  has  been  said  bv'  Madame 
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de  Stacl  :  "However  old  a  conjugal  union,  it 
still  garners  some  sweetness.  Winter  has 
some  cloudless  daws,  and  under  the  snow  a 
few  flowers  still  hloom." 


,RS.  I'.DNA  S.  HATHAWAY,  an 
artist  antl  teacher  of  painting  in 
the  town  of  .Si]\er  S[;i-ings,  Wy- 
oming County,  \'.  v.,  was  born  in 
Sidney,  L)elawaie  Count)'.  Her  father's  name 
was  Dellan  Lee  Ik'ckuith.  He  was  a  black- 
smitli,  and  was  a  nati\e  of  Windsor,  Broome 
Count)',  wliere  he  li\ed  as  a  young  man  and 
learned  his  trade.  After  marriage  he  mo\-ed 
to  Sidnc)',  and  began  lousiness  there  for  him- 
self, anil  ctintinueil  to  make  it  his  home  ft)r 
many  )ears.  Later  he  went  to  Cochecton, 
Sullivan  C'ount)',  with  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Hathaway,  and  her  husband.  'Mr.  l^eckwith 
lived  to  be  ninet\'-thiee  )'ears  old,  ami  was 
blind  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life;  but  this 
great  trial  was  made  easier  to  bear  b)'  the 
constant  care  ol  his  daughter  antl  Mr.  Hatha- 
wa\'.  He  l)ecame  a  mend)er  of  the  Methodist 
chiu'ch  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  retained  his 
connection  witli  it  during  his  life.  Mr.  Heck- 
with's  wife  was  Miss  .Sally  Ann  J-5el)ee,  a 
native  of  WiiuLoi-.  She  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Methotlist  church,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  fifty-se\'en  \'cars.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ik'ckwith 
were  the  ])arents  of  eight  children,  four  of 
whom  aie  slill  living  .  Daniel  R.  ;  Jane,  the 
wife  of  M\'ron  llath.awa)',  of  .Sidney;  Sarah, 
who  has  been  twice  married,  her  first  hu.-iband 
being  Samuel  Hathaway  (deceased),  and  her 
second  hus])and  ALlor  Phelps,  also  of  Sidney; 
and  lulna  S. ,  wife  of  William  1^  Hathaway. 
In  this  famil)'  three  sisters  married  three 
Hathaway  brothers. 

Mis.  Hathaway  spent  her  life  at  home  until 
her  marriage,  which  took  place  July  8,  1 8C0. 
Her  husband  at  that  time  was  a  clerk  in  a 
store  in  Sidney.  Later  he  was  employed  b}' 
a  railroad  company  as  telegraph  operator,  and 
afterward  was  station  agent  at  Cochecton,  on 
the  i'-rie  Railroad,  where  he  remained  eigh- 
teen years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  went  to 
Faribault,  AHnn.,  and  was  there  two  years  and 
a  half  as  proprietor  of  the  Arlington  House. 


His  ileath  (jccurred  theie  in  i.S.SS,  when  he  was 
foit)'-nine  )'eais  old.  Mr.  Hathaway  was  a 
mcnibcr  of  the  Knights  nl  Honor,  and  of  se\'- 
eral  other  organ i/al ions.  In  polilic.^  he  was  a 
firm  supportei'  ol  the  Republican  ticket. 

Mis.  Hathawa\'  came  to  .Siher  .Spi'ings  after 
the  death  of  her  husband  ;  and  she  and  her  son 
built  the  pleasant  honie  in  that  \illage  which 
the)'  now  occupy.  She  received  her  art  educa- 
tion at  the  well-known  Siher  Lake  Art 
School;  and,  alter  completing  the  course  of 
instruction  in  ihawing  and  in  painting  in  oils 
and  water-colors,  >he  received  her  diploma. 
.She  has  a  wide  reputation  throughout  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country  for  her  skilful  and  pleasing 
work.  The  country,  with  its  varied  hills  and 
\'alle)'s,  furnishes  all  that  an  artist  couUl  de- 
sire in  the  way  of  scenei  v ;  and  .Mrs.  Hatlia- 
way  ins|jires  her  pu|ML  to  a  fine  aiJ[jreciation 
of  the  beautiful  in  nature.  .Mrs.  Hathawa)'  is 
an  active  member  of  the  .Methodi>t  church. 

Mr.  and  ALs.  llathauav  were  blessed  with 
one  child,  a  sou,  llari)'  L. ,  at  the  present 
tinie  an  active,  enterprising  voung  business 
man.  He  was  etiucatcd  at  the  (iranville  INLli- 
tai'v  .School,  and,  on  leaving  there,  took  the 
position  ot  telegraph  operator  at  New  Ih'uiis- 
wick,  on  the  Xew  Jerse)'  Central  Railrt)ad. 
After  working  there  si.\  months,  he  took  his 
father's  former  i)osition  at  Cochecton,  .Sullivan 
County;  and  later  he  went  West,  remaining 
six  months.  ( )n  his  return  he  located  at 
L(Jckport  as  telegraph  oi)erator,  and  afterward 
came  t(j  .Silver  .Sjirings  as  agent,  acting  in  that 
cai)acit)'  for  some  time.  He  subsecpiently 
went  into  the  wholesale  cigar  manufacturiii*'' 
business,  selling  on  the  railroad  for  about  three 
)'ears.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  trans- 
ferred his  interest  to  the  Hulfalo  .Scale  Com- 
j)an)',  and  has  remainetl  with  them  up  to  the 
l^resent  time.  Harry  Hathaway  niarried  Miss 
.Susan  O'Reiley,  of  Cochecton,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  O'Reiley. 


URORA  D.  Ni;WTON,  a  well-known 
and  inriuential  citizen  of  York,  Liv- 
r[,y^       ingston    Countv,    N.\'.,    son  of  a 
pioneer  settler,   was   born    in  this 
town  si.xty-seven  years  ago,   on    ALarch  12, 
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1828.  His  father,  Diulk-y  Newton,  belonged 
to  tlie  New  ICngland  famil)'  of  Newtons,  being 
a  native  of  Colcliestcr,  Conn.,  and  of  l^lnglisli 
ancestry.  When  about  twenty  years  of  age, 
he  left  the  scenes  of  his  childhood  and  youth, 
and  with  a  stout  heart  and  hands  inured  to 
labor  set  forth  to  seek  a  new  home  in  the  tlis- 
tant  wikls  of  Western  New  \'ork.  lie  first 
settled,  about  the  )ear  1800,  in  the  town  of 
Avon,  then  called  Hartford,  in  what  is  now 
Livingston  County,  but  was  then  a  part  of 
Ontario  County.  A  little  later  he  took  up  a 
tract  of  land  now  included  in  the  town  of 
York,  Livingston  County.  He  built  a  sub- 
stantial log  house,  and,  engaging  in  farming 
in  this  fertile  and  productive  region,  here 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  long,  industrious, 
and  useful  life.  He  married  Miss  Hannah 
Deitz,  a  native  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  and  of 
German  descent.  They  became  parents  of 
eight  children,  the  youngest  of  whom  was  Au- 
rora D.,  the  subject  of  this  brief  narrative. 
The  others  were  Daniel  H.,  Jeremiah,  Cor- 
delia, Orrille  IL,  Alon/o,  Newell,  and  Susan 
Amanda.  The  father  died  in  1862,  aged 
eighty-two  )  ears.  The  mother  died  the  same 
year,  aged  seventy-five  years. 

Aurora  I).  Newton  grew  up  with  his 
brothers  and  sisters  on  the  homestead,  and, 
attending  District  School  No.  10  in  York, 
obtained  an  education  sufficient  for  practical, 
every-day  purposes.  When  but  a  little  lad, 
he  began  to  do  his  part  in  the  lighter  labors 
of  husbandry,  and  naturall)-  was  led  to  adopt 
this  calling  for  a  livelihood.  His  years  have 
all  been  spent  in  the  place  where  he  was  born, 
and  for  which  he  has  a  strong  attachment. 
The  farm  has  an  area  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres,  and  is  thoroughly  cultivated.  In  the 
early  half  of  the  century  it  yielded  abundant 
crops  of  wheat  of  excellent  cpiality;  but  in 
later  years  it  has  been  devoted  to  a  greater 
variety  of  products,  including  large  fields  of 
beans.  This  portion  of  the  \early  harvest,  it 
is  to  be  trusted,  eventual!)'  finds  its  way  to 
Boston  markets. 

In  1 85 1  Mr.  Newton  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  I'Taser,  daughter  of  Donald  G.  and 
Margaret  (Ferguson)  h^raser,  and  a  descendant 
of  one  of  the  intelligent  and  thrifty  Scotch 


families  who  were  among  the  early  settlers  in 
the  north  [jart  of  the  town.  Mrs.  Llizabeth 
Fraser  Newton  died  in  1853,  leaving  a  son, 
Walton  A.,  now  a  resident  of  Lan.sing,  Mich. 
On  March  17,  1864,  Mr.  Newton  married  for 
his  second  wife  Miss  Henrietta  Clark,  of 
Caledonia,  b)'  whom  he  has  mie  daughter, 
Stella  H.  Newton.  The  mother  died  Septem- 
ber 22,  1868.  Her  parents  were  Charles  and 
Amanda  Clark.  The  people  of  York  have 
evinced  their  regard  for  Mr.  Newton  and  their 
confidence  in  his  ability,  integrity,  and  public 
spirit  by  electing  him  from  time  to  time  to 
various  town  ofiices,  notably  those  of  As- 
sessor, Highway  Commissioner,  and  Super- 
visor, which  last  he  held  for  seven  consecutive 
years,  two  years  of  which  he  ably  served  the 
board  as  its  chairman.  His  first  Presidential 
vote  was  cast  for  General  W'infield  Scott  in 
1852,  but  he  has  been  a  Republican  since  the 
formation  of  that  party.  Re\'.  William  Ar- 
thur, father  of  the  late  President  Arthur,  was 
at  one  time  settled  as  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
church  at  York,  and  was  an  intimate  friend  of 
the  Newton  family. 

Mr.  Newton  has  long  been  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at 
Fowlerville,  which  he  has  liberally  helped  to 
support.  In  it  he  has  held  all  the  offices  as 
a  layman,  and  he  has  been  a  delegate  a  num- 
ber of  times  to  the  Lay  lilectoral  Conventions 
of  the  Genesee  Conference.  Both  of  his 
wives  were  also  faithful  and  esteemed  mem- 
bers of  this  church.  Such  a  life  as  is  here 
briefly  portrayed  may  well  call  to  mind  the 
poets'  lines  :  — ■    '  ^ 

•■  If  man  aspires  to  reach  tlie  .M(ninl  of  Cod, 

O'er  tile  duW  plains  of  earth  must  lie  the  road. 
He  who  best  does  his  lowly  duty  here 

Shall  soar  the  farthest  in  that  loftier  sphere." 


T^JlTiAH  YOllNCiS,  a  retired  merchant  of 
R  (ieneseo,  Livingston  County,  N.Y. ,  e.\- 
'  .Sheriff  and  sometime  farmer,  was 
born  at  West  Sparta,  in  this  counts',  C)ctober 
27,  1825.  His  father,  l-Tijah  Yoimgs,  Sr.,  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  after  marriage  removed 
about  the  year  1S15  to  Cayuga  County,  New 
York,  and  there  resiileil  tmtil    1S18,  when  he 
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again  iTuncd  to  that  part  of  Ontario  County 
now  included  in  I  .i\  in[;ston,  purchasing 
a  tract  of  tinilicicd  hmd  in  the  town  of 
West  Sparta,  wiiicli  he  proceeded  to  clear  for 
cultivation.  lii  the  Iol;-  house  that  he  built  on 
his  farm,  and  in  whieli  his  children  were  hnvn, 
KW'jdh  \'oun^s.  Sr.,  continued  to  live  until  his 
death,  which  occuned  in  1832.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Martha  Palmer.  Her 
jxu'ents,  James  and  Tamelia  Palmer,  were  jmo- 
neers  of  Ca\ui;a  County,  having  moved  there 
from  Connecticut.  Mrs.  Martha  Youngs  died 
at  the  home  of  her  son  George  W.  Yoimgs, 
in  Libert)',  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  in  i860. 
She  had  reared  three  sons —  Elijah,  William 
Morgan,  and  George  W.  The  latter  now  re- 
sides in  Jackson,  Mich.,  anil  William  M.  in 
Jones  Count\-.  'I'he  tirst-b(un,  Elijah,  named 
for  his  father,  pursued  his  studies  in  the  dis- 
trict school  at  Union  Corners,  in  West  Sparta, 
until  1S36,  when  he  went  t(j  Grass  Lake, 
Mich.,  where  he  coiUinued  to  attend  school. 
Means  of  tra\el  in  those  early  days  were,  of 
course,  exceedingl}'  primitive;  and  his  journey 
to  the  West  was  necessarily  tedious.  A  team 
was  the  con\'e)'ance  to  lUiffaU);  thence  he  went 
by  way  of  the  L;dxes  to  Detidit,  and  again  b)- 
team  to  his  destinati(ui.  At  this  time  nearly 
the  entire  State  of  ^lichigan  was  an  unljroken 
wiltlerness,  the  laiul  being  owned  by  the  go\-- 
ernment.  Deer  were  alnmdant,  and  w(dves 
ami  other  wild  animals  roamed  at  will  tlirough 
the  \iigin  forests.  After  residing  in  (jrass 
Lake  foi'  three  years,  \oung  PMijah,  ageil  four- 
teen, retinned  to  I'nion  Corners,  and  learned 
the  shoe  tratle.  lii  1848  he  moved  to  Tusca- 
rora,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  sIkjcs,  continuing  in  this  enterprise  until 
1866,  when  he  decided  to  try  farming,  and  for 
that  purpose  settled  u|)on  a  place  situated  two 
miles  south-west  of  'I'uscarora.  After  chang- 
iu";'  farms  two  or  three  times,  his  last  \'enture 
as  a  farmer  being  at  Nunda,  in  1874  lie  was 
elected  Sheriff  and  removed  to  Geneseo. 
Here  in  1877  he  built  a  block,  antl  emlxirked 
in  tlie  hardwaie  business,  which  he  continued 
to  carr}'  ou  until  lS8(),  when  he  sold  tlie  busi- 
ness to  his  sons,  and  he  went  into  retirement. 
]n  1882  Mr.  \'oungs  erecteil  a  summer  ct)ttage 
on  the  west  side  of  Conesus  Lake,  one  mile 


south  of  Long  Point.  This  was  the  first  sum- 
mer resitience  erected  upon  the  shore  of  the 
lake,  and  at  present  there  aie  from  one  liuii- 
dred  to  one  hundre(.l  and  lift)'  cottages  already 
completed. 

Li  1 S48  Mr.  \'oungs  married  ]\liss  Jane 
Su)'dam,  daughter  of  Daniel  P.  and  C}aithia 
.Su)-dam  of  Mount  Morris,  she  being  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
'I'heir  five  children  are  as  follows:  Charles 
A.,  Clarence,  Idla  Jane,  L.  P'led,  and  l-~rank 
J:.  Ml'.  \'oungs  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  lor  General  Taylor,  and  has  been  a  Le- 
]niblican  in  politics  e\er  since  the  part)'  was 
foi'med.  He  was  State  Superintendent  of 
Canals  four  years,  and  was  aiipointecl  commis- 
sioner of  recruits  for  the  aini)'  in  1864.  He 
was  elected  Sheriff  in  1874,  and  also  Sui)er- 
\  isor  of  Xunda.  He  is  a  member  of  Mount 
Akniis  Lodge,  No.  122,  A.  V.  &  A.  M.,  and 
of  AL)mit  IMorris  Chajjter,  R.  A.  M.,  and  is 
also  a  life  member  ot  Livingston  County 
,\.  S.  Societ)'.  Both  himself  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Presb)  tei  ian  church. 

Mr.  \'oung>,  fiesiiles  being  a  successful 
nianulacturer,  merchant,  antl  tarnier,  and  fill- 
ing with  signal  abilit\'  niany  positions  of  jiub- 
lic  trust,  has  also  showii  himself  a  competent 
aiid  trustworthy  auctioneer,  finding  time  aniid 
his  many  other  duties  to  transact  a  great  ileal 
of  busiiiess,  and  effect  niany  imiiortant  sales. 
He  is  a  nian  of  niarked  intelligence,  both  in 
business  and  other  d i l  ect  ions  ;  anil  h  is  faith ful 
adherence  to  honest  jirinciples  has  gi\en  him 
a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  h is  fel low-c i t  i- 
zens  of  Livingston  Count\'.  His  portrait, 
which  graces  this  collection  tif  Livingston  and 
W)'oni;ng'  Coimt)'  worthies,  is  an  unm istakalile 
likeness  ot  the  original,  and  will  be  highly 
api^reciated  b\'  many  who  know  him. 


l-Rl'T)  YOUNGS,  one  of  the  most  suc- 
Fj ,  cesstul  and  progressive  young  business 
■■— ■  -  men  of  Geneseo,  and  I'lesident  of  the 
village,  was  boin  at  Alount  Mori  is,  Li\'iiigston 
C'ounty,  N.  \'.,  i''ebruar)'  <■),  1857.  He  is  the 
son  of  I'.lijah  and  Jane  (.Su)'dam")  \'oungs,  aii 
extended  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work.     Mr.  Youngs  commenced  his  edu- 
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cation  at  tlie  public  schcjols,  and  afterward 
attended  the  Nunda  Acadeni}-.  At  the  age  oi 
eitihteen  he  entered  his  biother's  hardware 
store  as  a  clerk,  and  continued  there  initil 
i.S(Si,  when  he  engagetl  in  the  shoe  business, 
which  he  has  successfully  conducted  up  to  the 
|)resent  time.  In  addition  lo  this,  he  is  agent 
for  tiie  Wells  h'argo  ]';x])ress  Comixuiy,  and 
also  does  a  general  insurance  business. 

Mr.  "\'oungs  possesses  many  sterling  traits 
of  character,  and  is  noted  for  his  intelligent 
understanding  at  public  affairs  and  his  lively 
interest  in  all  imjiortant  matters  pertaining  to 
the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives.  He  is  ne\er  slow  to  appreciate  efforts 
to  increase  the  adx'antages  and  enhance  the  at- 
tractiveness of  Geneseo,  and  his  progressive 
ideas  have  placed  him  in  a  [irominent  position 
among  its  citizens.  He  was  one  (jf  the  most 
earnest  i)romoters  of  the  scheme  to  introduce 
electricity  as  a  means  of  lighting  the  village, 
and  was  elected  its  I'resitlent  scdely  upon  that 
issue,  being  nominated  b)'  tlie  Republicans,  of 
which  jiartN'  he  is  a  standi  adherent,  and  in- 
dorsed by  the  democrats.  Mr.  \'oungs  is  a 
member  of  (ienesco  l.oclgc,  .\o.  214,  A.  V.  & 
A.  M.,  Ijcing  .Senior  Warden.  lie  is  also  a 
niembei-  of  the  Wadsworth  Hose  Company, 
antl  has  been  Chief  1-Jigineer  of  the  hre  de- 
partment. 

In  iS.Si  Mr.  \'oungs  nuuried  Miss  Martha 
A.  Doty,  of  (ienesco,  daughter  of  Colonel  L.  1.. 
Doty,  of  whom  a  sketch  is  elsewhere  given  in 
this  work.  They  liaxe  thiee  children  —  Sara 
]•'..,  Lock  wood  and  \'..  liruce  V'oungs.  Mi', 
and  Mrs.  \'..  h'rcd  \'onngs  are  communicants 
of  the  l'',piscoi)al  thui-cli.  .Such,  in  brief,  is 
the  career,  thus  fai,  of  one  ol  the  brightest  and 
most  promising  N'oung  luisiiioss  men  of  Living- 
ston Count).  lie  has  slarted  well,  being  a-, 
yet  on  the  sunn\-  side  of  forty;  and  it  is  safe 
to  sav  that  his  inliucncc  in  counsel  and  in 
action  will  more  and  more  be  telt  as  the  )ears 
jfo  on. 


\V\i)  /  Akkb'.X    (i.    ACS  TIN,  l'ostma.ster 
Y/tX/      at  Cowles\  il  le,  in  the  town  of  Hen- 
ninglon,    W_\oming    L'ounty,     is  a 
promi.->ing  \oung  man,  of  good  business  abil- 


ity, ]jo|)ular  among  his  associates,  and  occupy- 
ing a  good  social  po^iilioii  in  the  community, 
lie  is  a  nali\e  citi/en,  his  biilli  ha\ing 
occurred  the  first  da}'  of  Maich,  i.S/i. 

The  Austin  family  was  among  the  earliest 
settlers  ot  this  pait  ot  Wyoming  Count\',  and 
iiumei'icalK  is  still  one  ol  the  strongest. 
John  1'.  Austin,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  .sketch,  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  the  earl)'  part  of  the  iiresent  cen- 
tury, and  migrated  to  W)'oniing  Count)',  New 
\'ork,  when  a  )'oung  man,  attracted  hither  by 
the  cheapness  of  the  unimijnned  lands.  In 
1826  he  marrictl  Xanc)'  Pearce,  who  was  bcjrn 
in  (ienesee  Count)'  in  1806;  and  the)'  became 
the  j)arents  ot  thirteen  children,  ele\'en  of 
whom  grew  to  adult  life.  fen  of  these 
children  are  )'et  li\ing,  the  )()ungest  being 
fift)'-twt)  years  old,  and  the  eldest  si.\t)'-si.\ 
years. 

James  R.  S.  Aiistin,  one  ol  the  sons  of  John 
P.  and  Xanc)'  (I'earce)  Austin,  was  boi'n  Au- 
gust 12,  1839,  in  the  town  ot  Reiinington,  ami 
was  lieie  reared  tu  maturit\".  He  was  a  iiKoi 
of  much  eiiterpiisc  ami  enei'g\',  and,  as  land- 
lord ol  tho  x'illage  hotel  to]'  a  peiiod  ot  t(jur- 
teen  )cars,  won  a  laige  circle  ol  triends.  Two 
years  he  was  proprietor  and  manager  ot  a  hotel 
in  Hepew.  He  married  Helen  L.  I'ettingill, 
a  nati\e  of  this  town,  beiii'i"  the  tlauifhter  of 
P'redcric  and  Melinda  (Cole)  TettingiU;  ami 
ot  their  union  three  children  ha\'e  lieen  born, 
as  tollows:  Warren  (1.,  whose  name  opens  the 
jiresent  sketch  ;  Cai  rie,  the  wife  of  Frank 
Castle;  and  liarnett,  who  lives  at  home,  and  is 
a  clerk  in  the  stoi'c. 

Warren  (i.  Austin  was  but  lwent\'-one  years 
of  age  when  he  recei\cd  his  appointment  as 
Postmaster  in  1893;  and  since  that  time  he 
has  attended  to  the  dutii's  ol  his  position  with 
fidelit)  and  proiiiplness,  anil  lu  the  entire  sat- 
islaction  ol  all  LoiKcrned.  Pesides  lo\all)' 
sei\ing  L'ncle  .Sam  as  a  dexlei'ous  distributor 
and  expeditious  liMwarder  of  mail  matter,  Mr. 
.Austin  is  also  ongaged  m  business  on  his  own 
accourU,  being  the  pro|)rietoi'  and  ,icti\'e  man- 
ager ol  a  store  hI  general  merchandise  and 
a  meal  market  at  Cowles\'i  1  le,  ami  mK|Ues- 
tionabU  a  diligent,  energetic,  and  useful 
cit  i/en. 
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ARI.l'lS  I~.  \V1LLIy\MS,  pioprietor 
)\  llic  ( )|)cr.i  lldusc  1-ilock,  Attica,  is 
iiitiiiiatcl)'  cdiiiicctcci  uilli  tlic  maii- 
ufai.  t  urini;"  interests  of  Wyum  iiijj; 
County,  anil  is  one  ot  tlie  leaclinf^  men  in  his 
line  of  business.  lie  is  a  native  of  New  Yijik 
State,  auil  was  horn  August  28,  KS51,  in 
Jkita\  ia.  11  is  giaiuhather,  John  Williams, 
was  horn  in  X'ennont,  antl  with  his  parents 
remoxeil  from  tliat  State  to  Genesee  County, 
heina'  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  town 


of  Alexandei 


lie  assisted  in  cutting;  the  road 


through  the  woo(U,  and  after  their  settlement 
aitled  in  clearing  and  ini]3ro\'ing  a  farm.  He 
subsequentl}'  hecame  a  Captain  in  the  State 
militia,  and  was  familiarly  known  as  Captain 
Williams. 

CaiJtain  W'illiiniis's  son,  Erastus  C.  Will- 
iams, was  born  in  Alexander,  and  there  reared 
and  educated.  In  1S50  he  was  joined  in  mar- 
riage to  Rebecca  h'razer,  also  a  native  of  Alex- 
ander, and  the  dangliter  of  a  pioneer  settler 
from  the  (ireen  Mountain  State.  Soon  after 
his  marriage  he  abandoned  farming,  and,  open- 
ing a  livery  stable  in  l^atavia,  remained  there 
two  years.  He  subsequently  established  him- 
self in  the  same  business  in  Attica,  continuing 
thus  em[)lo\'etl  imtil  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
Auo;ust,  18S0.  lie  also  managed  the  West- 
ern  Hotel  for  some  three  }'ears,  and  was  quite 
popular  as  li  host.  His  widow  survived  him 
se\eral  }ears,  passing  away  March  9,  1894,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six  )ears.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  two  children  —  Charles  F.  and  John 
C.  The  latter,  who  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
lulwards  House  of  Attica,  married  Alice 
Blakele)' ;  and  they  have  one  child. 

Charles  V.  Williams  received  a  good  com- 
mon-school education,  and  began  when  )<jung 
to  make  himself  useful  in  the  li\ery  stable, 
and  ably  assisted  his  father  in  carrying  on  the 
business.  In  1882  Mr.  Williams  established 
his  present  manufacturing  business,  beginning 
on  a  small  scale  to  bottle  and  manufacture 
ginger  ale  and  other  soft  drinks;  and  this  he 
has  gradually  enlarged  until  now  he  ranks  with 
the  foremost  manufacturers  of  the  county.  In 
1881  he  erected  the  tine  Opera  House  Hlock, 
which  in  its  architecture  is  a  credit  to  his 
taste  aiul  an  ornament  to  the  town.     It  is  built 


of  red  brick,  the  trout  being  of  [Messed  brick; 
and  the  block  is  one  lunidred  and  ten  feet  bv 
sixt)'-three  feet,  and  sixt)  leet  in  height.  The 
auditorium,  which  will  comfortabh'  seat  ^eveii 
luuulred  people,  is  sevent)'-li\'e  feet  b\'  fifty- 
three  leet,  with  ceilings  twenty-ti\e  teet  hi^h. 
( )n  the  lowei"  lloor  are  three  stores,  and  the 
(iifice  and  bottling  woiks  ot  .Mi'.  W  illiams  are 
in  the  rear.  This  capacious  and  substantial 
block  was  l)uilt  at  a  cost  of  thirty-three  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  is  one  of  the  handsomest  and 
most  c<jnspicuous  buildings  in  the  jTace. 

On  October  17,  1879,  Mr.  \\'illiams  was 
imited  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Madi- 
son. An  extentleil  sketch  of  the  [Madison  fam- 
ily, of  which  she  is  a  member,  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  \'f)lume.  Mr.  Williams  is 
a  keen,  far-sighted  man  of  business,  well 
known  for  his  integrity  and  ability,  and  per- 
forms to  the  utmost  his  obligations  as  a  man 
and  a  citizen.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with 
the  I^epublican  party.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  tire  dejxirtment,  and  Treasurer  of  that 
compau}'. 


RS.  CAROLINE  ROYCE  BEEBE 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Leicester, 


Livingston  County,  N.Y.,  Feb- 
rnar)'  28,  1S21,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Royce.  Samuel  Rince  was  born  in  the 
town  ot  Lyme,  Conn.,  and  with  his  bride, 
Betsy  Reed,  of  that  State,  came  to  W'estern 
New  York,  making  the  journey  in  wagons 
through  what  was  then  a  vast  wihlerness. 
He  bought  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  land, 
erected  the  log  cabin  in  which  ]\Irs.  Beebe 
was  born;  and  a  few  years  later,  as  a  good 
opportunity  for  trade  occurred,  he  exchanged 
this  farm  for  amjfher  in  the  same  locality, 
upon  which  he  resided  until  his  death,  when 
si.\ty-two  years  of  age.  He  and  his  wife 
reared  a  family  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom 
are  now  living.  Mrs.  Ik'tsy  Ivoyce  I i veil  to 
be  seventy-six  years  of  age. 

Caroline  Royce  received  her  education  in 
the  town  of  Leicester,  in  her  girlhood  assist- 
ing in  the  work  of  the  household,  which  in 
those  days  was  imleeil  arduous,  as  all  the 
clothing  of  the  famil\-  and  even  the  material 
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thereof  was  lionic-madc.  All  the  daughters 
were    tau;;ht    to  and    weave    by  their 

mother.  There  were  then  no  i"ail loads  or 
eanals;  and  the  farmers  were  obliged  to  team 
their  strain  to  the  fienesee  River,  and  from 
there    it  was  sent  in    tlatbdats  to  Roehester. 

Miss  Royee  resided  with  her  parents  initil 
she  was  twenty  years  old,  when  she  was  mar- 
rietl  to  James  Ik-ebe.  He  was  boin  in  Leices- 
ter, August  I,  1816,  and  was  the  son  of 
Russell  and  Orilla  (Ikdl)  J-ieebe,  who  were 
among  the  early  ])ioneers  of  this  town. 
James  Beebe  engageil  in  farming  throughout 
his  life,  anil  f(jr  a  few  )'ears  after  his  marriage 
resided  on  his  father's  farm,  but  finally 
bought  the  place  upon  which  Mrs.  lieebe  now 
resides.  Mr.  Heebe  possessed  exceptionally 
good  judgment,  and  siiowed  great  ability  in 
all  his  undertakings,  owning  at  his  death  a 
fine  farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  located  about 
one  mile  from  the  Genesee  ]\iver,  from  which 
an  extensix'e  view  may  be  had.  Mrs.  Beebe 
has  three  children  —  Juuil)-,  who  married 
Charles  l^eckmits,  anil  is  the  mother  of  two 
children  — Edward  and  I\Iilly;  Sarah,  who 
married  Augustus  Burt,  and  has  three  children 
—  Monte,  Lula,  and  Julia;  and  Ruth.         -  ' 


OIIN  D.  HILLMAN  was  born  in  Low- 
\ille,  Lewis  Count)',  N.Y.,  November 
16,  1 8 16.  He  has  long  resided  in 
Avon,  and  is  a  representative  citizen 
w'hi)  is  generally  known  and  highly  respected. 
His  father,  Da\id  Hillman,  was  born  on  the 
island  of  Martha's  \^ineyard,  Dukes  County, 
Ahissachusetts ;  and  his  grandfather  was  also 
a  native  of  Eastern  Massachusetts,  he  having 
been  a  New  Bedford  man  by  birth. 

The  grandfather's  name  was  Benjamin; 
and,  as  he  came  from  old  New  ICngland  stock, 
and  was  born  in  New  Bedford  during  the 
period  when  many  \  eshels  were  sent  out  from 
that  port,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  he 
followed  the  sea.  He  began  before  the  mas-t, 
worked  his  way  up  to  a  master's  berth,  and  for 
yeai^s  was  in  command  of  a  whaling-vessel 
hailing  from  New  Bedford.  Ikit  he  did  not 
wish  to  have  his  sons  go  to  sea,  for  he  knew 
by  experience  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of 


hard  work  and  danger  and  very  little  romance 
or  jMofit  in  a  seafaring  life;  but  he  also  knew 
that  his  sons  would  take  to  the  sea  as  naturally 
as  a  duck  takes  to  the  water  it  he-  remained  in 
New  ]5eilforil,  so  he  and  his  family  migrated 
to  Lewis  County,  New  \'ork,  in  wagons,  and 
he  jxissed  the  rest  of  his  life  there. 

David  Hillman  was  educated  in  Ahissaclui- 
setts,  removeil  with  his  parents  to  New  York, 
and  bought  a  farm  near  the  homestead  farm  in 
Lewis  County.  The  land  was  in  a  wild  state; 
and  after  he  had  cleared  it  he  sold  it,  aiid 
bought  another  farm.  He  mairied  Lucinda 
Cole,  daughter  of  Betluiel  Cede,  of  Lewis 
County;  and  the)'  reared  eleven  children  — 
ALiry,  Aaron,  David,  Maiy  A.,  Lucinda, 
Emil)',  John  D.,  Silas,  Charles,  Hannah,  and 
James.  'I'here  are  now  but  two  survivors  of 
that  large  family,  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
John  D.,  and  Llannah.  Da\'iil  died  in  Michi- 
gan; and  the  remainder  of  those  who  have  l)een 
removed  by  death,  in  A\'on.  Silas  and  Han- 
nah never  were  married:  and  she  still  resides 
on  the  old  homestead  farm,  to  which  the  fam- 
ily removed  from  Lewis  Count)'  in  ]'"ebruary, 
1833.  It  is  located  a  mile  on  the  road  to 
East  Avon,  and  is  an  excellent  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  with  good  buildings. 
It  was  the  home  of  the  father  aiid  mother 
until  the  end  of  their  days;  and  their  days 
were  far  beyond  the  "threescore  years  and 
ten"  mentioned  in  the  Scriptures,  for  ninet\'- 
two  )'ears  had  passed  over  the  heads  of  each 
of  them  before  they  were  called  to  their  final 
rest. 

John  D.,  seventh  child  of  David  and  Lu- 
cinda Hillman,  as  named  abiA'e,  received  his 
early  education  in  the  Lewis  County  schools, 
and  com|")leted  it  with  a  couise  at  the  Avon 
schools  and  one  year  at  the  academ)'.  He  has 
always  been  a  farmer;  and  befoie  the  death  of 
his  fathei"  he  bought  a  farm  near  the  home- 
stead, and  worked  it  for  some  th i rt\'-h\'e  yeai's. 
He  also  owiK'd  a  farm  near  Conesus.  In 
1884  he  bought  the  place  where  he  now  re- 
sides,  in  the  village  of  Avon. 

He  was  married  in  1839  to  Louisa,  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Nanc)'  Austin.  Their 
only  child,  James  1).,  died  in  18S6,  at  the 
age  of  forty-fuur. 
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As  a  hard-workinn  farmer  who  has  had  his 
own  way  to  make  in  the  world,  and  has  always 
preferred  to  do  what  lie  wanted  done  himself 
instead  of  depemlin^"  nixm  somebody  else  to 
do  it,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  not  had 
time  to  hold  public  office  to  any  extent,  even 
were  he  so  dis[)()sed.  Hut,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  is  doubtful  if  he  would  have  accepted 
many  public  offices  e\en  if  he  had  much  more 
time  at  his  disposal;  for,  although  he  has  his 
full  share  of  public  spirit,  and  takes  keen 
interest  in  questions  of  public  policy,  still  he 
prefers  to  have  the  atlministration  of  govern- 
ment performed  by  other  hands.  Not  a  resi- 
dent of  Avon  has  a  higher  reputation  as  a 
conscientious,  fairMiiinded  citizen,  or  has 
done  more  in  a  iMi\ate  capacity  to  promote 
the  best  interests  of  the  town.  John  D.  Hill- 
man  has  been  a  Re|)ublican  from  the  organ- 
ization of  that  part)'.  He  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  in  1 840  for  William  Henry 
Harrison,  and  has  \oted  the  Whig  or  Repub- 
lican ticket  ever  since. 


T^HARLES  H.  ROWE,  an  energetic 
I  )-oung  law^yer  and   rising  politician 

of  Dansville,  N.Y.,  where  he  is 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  was  born  in 
Springwater,  i\Iay  17,  1856.  Hoth  his  father, 
George,  and  his  grandfather,  ludiard,  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  State 
tlie  latter  after  marriage  moved  to  Dansville, 
where  he  kept  a  hotel  for  some  little  time. 
He  then  ])urchased  a  farm  in  the  town  of 
Si)arta,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits with  much  success,  becoming  an  exten- 
sive real  estate  owner. 

lirhard  Rowe  was  the  father  of  seventeen 
children,  twelve  sons  and  five  daugliters, 
George  being  the  sixth  son.  He  was  reared 
to  a  farmer's  life,  and  resided  with  his  par- 
ents until  reaching  his  majority,  when  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  worked 
at  that  for  some  time.  He  later  purchased 
a  farm  in  Springwater,  which  he  successfully 
conducted  for  many  years.  In  1869  he  retired 
from  active  labor,  and  removed  to  Dansville, 
purchasing  a  residence  in  this  village,  in 
which  he  still  resides.     He  and  his  wife,  a 


native  of  Penns)'lvania,  whose  maiden  name 
was  .Sarah  Johns,  have  reared  a  family  of  cliil- 
dren,  four  ot  whom  are  now  ileceased.  The 
four  still  li\ingare:  Pile;  ICnnna;  h'rank  PI., 
a  druggist  in  Rochester;  and  Charles.  One 
son,  Orville,  who  was  a  graduate  of  the  Mich- 
igan unix'ersity,  died  wliile  practising  medi- 
cine in  'Puscarora,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eiglit 
years.  ICmma  married  James  Kingsley.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  .Methodist  church. 

Charles  passed  his  early  life  in  Spring- 
water,  ol)taining  his  elementary  education  in 
the  schools  of  that  place,  and  between  terms 
assisting  his  father  on  the  home  farm. 
Pater  he  pursued  his  more  advanced  studies 
at  the  Dansville  .Seminary  and  at  Cook  Acad- 
emy in  this  State,  where  he  took  a  year's 
course.  Pie  then  studied  law  with  the  late 
Judge  Yanderlip,  of  Dansville,  and  afterward 
with  Messrs.  Noyes  and  Hedges,  who  are 
also  now  deceasetl.     In   1879  Rowe  was 

admitted  to  the  bar  at  PUica,  and  immediately 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Dans- 
ville, where  he  has  attained  an  enviable  repu- 
tation as  a  careful  and  reliable  attorney.  His 
many  attainments  making  him  a  possible 
candidate  for  various  positions  of  public 
trust,  he  rapiiUy  sprang  into  popularity.  Pie 
has  been  three  times  electetl  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  in  which  capacity  he  is  still  ser\ing, 
and  was  electetl  a  Trustee  of  the  village,  but 
failed  to  c|ualify  on  account  of  being  a])- 
pointed  Postmaster  on  I\Iay  7,  1890.  In  this 
office  he  remained  until  July  31,  1894.  He 
has  filled  all  the  offices  in  the  fire  depart- 
ment, and  is  still  an  active  nieniber  of  the 
Protective  Com|)any,  which  he  joined  in  1876. 
In  1883  he  marriecl  Miss  Adina  Krein,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Krein,  a  sketch  of  whose  career 
ap|:>ears  elsewhere  in  this  work;  and  they 
have  one  child.  Marguerite.  Mrs.  Rowe  is 
a  communicant  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  which 
Mr.  Rowe  also  attends;  and  she  is  socially 
a  great  favorite. 

Mr.  Rowe  is  a  Director  of  the  Merchants" 
and  Farmers'  National  Pank  of  Dansville, 
and  is  the  bank's  attorney,  being  also  at- 
torney for  the  Dansville  Loan  Association, 
which  he  assisted  in  oi-gani/ing.  Altlu)ugh 
a  Republican,  Mr.   Rowe  was  elected  a  Jus- 
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tice  of  the  Peace,  runtiing'  six  hundred  and 
sixty-t\v(j  votes  alieatl  of  his  ticl<et,  while  the 
Democratic  Supervisor  received  only  three 
lumdred  ami  fifty-eijj,"ht  majority.  At  liis 
second  election  for  Justice,  he  ran  two  hun- 
dred and  thirt}'-four  ahead  of  his  ticket, 
against  I'red  \V.  Noyes,  a  popular  Democrat 
and  attorney  of  the  town.  In  the  third 
election,  in  oppo.siti(jn  to  Frederick  D. 
Knowlton,  he  ran  about  the  same  number 
of  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket.  Mr.  Rowe  is 
now  counsel  to  the  corporation  of  Dansville. 
Dansville  being  a  Democratic  town,  this  is 
a  flattering  disi)lay  ol  the  confidence  in  which 
he  is  held  b)'  his  felhiw-citizens.  The  op- 
posing candidate  in  1890  for  the  office  of  post- 
master was  the  Hon.  J.  B.  IMorey,  a  very  pop- 
ular man  in  the  town;  but  the  friends  and  po- 
litical associates  of  Mr.  Rt)we  stood  by  him, 
working  in  his  behalf,  and  secured  for  him 
the  appointment.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to 
the  State  Con\'ention  several  times,  and  his 
political  re})Utation  extends  beyond  his  own 
localit)'.  Aside  from  his  legal  and  political  at- 
tainments, Mr.  Rowe  possesses  agreeable  social 
qualities,  which  make  him  a  favorite  among 
a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 


7TA0L0NEL  ABRAM  B.  LAWRENCE, 
I  wlio  was  born  in  Warsaw,  N.Y.,  May 

\is^,  18,  1834,  is  a  descendant  of  an  old 
and  noble  English  ancestry.  The 
name,  which  is  derived  from  the  Latin  Lau- 
rentius,  ami  signifies  '"a  flourishing  green  bay- 
tree,"  seems  to  have  been  first  borne  by  Saint 
Laurence,  chief  deacon  to  Sextus,  Bishop  of 
Rome.  l"he  family,  now  so  numerous  in  the 
United  States,  is  traced  to  an  ancestor,  Rob- 
ert Lawrence,  of  Lancashire,  England,  born 
in  1150,  an  attendant  of  King  Richard  Cceur 
de  Lion  on  his  crusade  to  the  ILdy  Land,  and 
knighted  by  that  sovereign  as  "Sir  Robert 
Lawrence,  of  Ashton  Hall."  The  American 
branch  of  the  Lawrence  family  has  for  eight 
generations  been  distinguished  in  business, 
l)rofessional,  and  public  life  at  home,  and  in 
the  United  States  diplomatic  service  at  for- 
eign courts. 

The    grandparents    of    Colonel  Lawrence, 


Nathaniel  and  Sarah  CStephens)  Lawrence, 
reared  two  sons  and  one  elaugliter  —  Albert, 
Lyman,  and  Phebe.  L)'man  died  in  Canaan, 
Conn.,  without  male  issue.  i\Irs.  Nathaniel 
Lawrence  was  a  native  of  Canaan,  where  her 
husband  farmed,  and  wheie  he  dieil  at  sixty- 
eight  years  of  age  and  she  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six.  Albert  L;iwience,  the  father  at  Culonel 
Lawrence,  was  married  on  SeptembL-r  28, 
i8jj,  in  Albany,  N.Y.,  to  Miss  Mahala 
Burtt,  who  was  born  in  Canaan,  Conn.,  Octo- 
ber 29,  1796.  In  1826  the)-  moved  from  Ca- 
naan to  Warsaw,  making  the  journey  with  a 
horse  and  wagon  into  the  wilds  of  "the  Gen- 
esee countr)-."  Here  their  infant  daughter, 
Phebe,  grew  up,  and  married  on  June  14, 
1849,  Horace  E.  Lyman,  of  Orangeville, 
N.Y.,  in  which  place  she  died  April  15, 
18G2.  i\Ir.  Lawrence  was  a  man  of  literary 
ability,  a  teacher  and  writer  before  he  went 
into  mercantile  life.  His  wife  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Colonel  Abram  and  Nancy  (Wetherell) 
Burtt.  The  former,  a  nati\'e  of  Taunton, 
Mass.,  was  a  man  of  militar}'  distinction  ami 
ail  ironmonger, 

]\L-s.  Albert  Lawrence  was  at  the  date  of 
her  death,  December  25,  1887,  in  her  ninety- 
second  yeai-,  the  oldest  person  in  Warsaw. 
She  had  been  the  witness  of  two  great  mili- 
tary struggles,  being  a  girl  of  sixteen  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  W^ar  of  181 2,  in  which 
her  father.  Colonel  Burtt,  was  a  participant, 
and  being  an  aged  mother  when  the  fury  of 
the  Civil  War  broke  over  the  U^nion,  in  which 
her  son.  Colonel  Abram  B.  Lawrence,  so 
worthily  sustained  the  family  reputation  for 
military  talent.  Mrs.  Lawrence's  longe\'ity 
was  undoubtedly  due  to  her  early  habits  of 
industr\'  and  frugality,  learned  in  the  jjioneer 
life  of  her  )'oung  wifehood.  Her  force  of 
character,  kindness  of  heart,  and  s)mpathetic 
nature  were  not  less  notable  than  her  strengtli 
of  intellect.  She  hatl  inhciitetl  an  aptitude 
for  letters,  and  hatl  devoted  mucli  of  her  earl\- 
life  to  literary  pursuits,  often  delighting  her 
friends  even  in  her  later  years  with  her  pro- 
ductions. She  was  held  in  gi-ateful  recogni- 
tion by  the  generation  she  outli\"ed,  and  will 
long  be  ix'membered  by  that  which  survives 
her.     One  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
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six  grandchi Iclrcn  — -  llcrniuii,  Burtt,  Ward,  and 
riicbL-  Lyman,  of  Iowa,  George  M.  and  Sarah 
Virginia  Lawrunce,  of  Warsaw  —  survive  her. 

Tlieir  nun  Ahrani,  who  was  an  advanced  stu- 
dent in  the  Warsaw  Iligli  School,  at  twelve 
years  old  was  placetl  in  a  book-store  in  War- 
saw, anil  when  ninetee-ii  was  an  accountant  in 
a  publishing  house  in  Huffalo,  where  he  was 
efificient  in  the  ilischarge  of  his  duties.  In 
1S56  he  purchasetl  a  drug  store  at  Niagara 
Falls,  where  he  established  himself  as  an 
aj^othecar)'.  In  1S58  he  returned  to  Warsaw. 
He  was  engaged  in  mercantile,  foundry,  and 
machinery  business,  and  with  some  others 
projected,  built,  and  was  operating  the  War- 
saw Gas  Works  when  the  Civil  War  broke 
out,  b\'  which  his  course  of  life  was  cijm- 
pletely  changed.  He  was  active  in  placing 
the  regiment  later  known  as  the  First  New 
York  Dragoons  in  the  field,  of  which  he  was 
Quartermaster.  Arri\'ing  in  Virginia,  hinv- 
ever,  he  was  in  addition  jilaced  on  detachetl 
service  in  the  Commissary  Department,  Peck's 
Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  and  sub- 
secjuently  assigned  to  duty  in  Sheridan's 
Cavalry  Corps,  later,  witli  commission  by 
President  Abraham  Lincoln  of  Captain  and 
Assistant  Ouartermaster,  United  States  Vol- 
unteers, ordered  to  report  to  General  Grant. 
Later  he  was  assigned  to  the  headquarters  of 
the  Fighteenth  Army  Corps,  and  made  Chief 
Quartermaster,  being  soon  after  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Major  in  the  Ouartermaster  De- 
partment, Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  and  sub- 
sequently Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Chief  Quar- 
termaster, Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps  and 
Army  of  the  Jaiues.  It  was  he  who  by  order 
of  General  Grant  at  ApptJiuattox  Court-house, 
Va.,  bore  the  com[)liments  of  that  com- 
mander to  defeated  Confederate  General  Lee, 
to  whom  he  jiresented  the  thirty  thousand 
rations  for  the  Southern  stddiers,  who  for 
many  days  had  assuaged  the  pangs  of  hunger 
by  eating  shelled  corn,  foraged  for  man  and 
beast  from  the  impoverished  inhabitants.  In 
gathering  the  Iruits  of  that  great  victory  Colo- 
nel Lawrence  was  by  orders  of  General  Grant 
made  Chief  Ouartermaster  of  the  LInitetl 
States  forces  at  Appomattox  Court-house,  and 
directed  to  receive  and   make  disposition  of 


the  surrenderetl  property  of  General  Lee's 
army  of  Northern  X'irginia,  furnish  supplies 
and  transportation  by  rail  and  wagons,  etc., 
to  their  homes,  also  to  distriliute  to  the  de- 
serving poor  (jf  that  vicinity  the  unserviceable 
public  propert)',  which  the  commendable  foit- 
sight  of  (jcneral  Grant  saw  would  be,  as  it 
was,  a  bond  of  peace  and  good  will.  In  1865 
Ccjlonel  Lawrence  was  sent  on  dut)'  to  the 
Rocky  Mountain  regions  by  Secretary  Stanton, 
in  making  transfers  from  volunteer  to  regu- 
lar troops,  and  in  1866  was  mustered  out 
upon  his  own  application,  ami  discharged 
with  life  brevets  by  nomination  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  confirmed  by  the  Senate  "for 
faithful  and  meritorious  services  during  the 
war. ' ' 

Since  the  war  he  has  been  a  prominent 
figure  in  the  business  life  of  his  locality  and 
vicinity,  as  well  as  in  all  military  manifesta- 
tions. On  the  2Gth  of  March,  1857,  Colonel 
Lawrence  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
P'aulkner,  of  Wheatland,  Monroe  County, 
N.Y.  Two  children  came  of  this  union  — 
George  M.,  born  at  Niagara  P'alls,  and  Sarah 
Virginia,  born  at  Warsaw.  The  Colonel  is 
an  earnest  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  to  which  his  entire  family  belongs, 
and  has  for  forty  )'ears  been  active  in  church 
ami  Suntlay-school  work,  in  which  latter 
branch  of  religious  training  he  has  been 
dee]:)ly  interested. 

Colonel  Lawrence  is  on  the  paternal  side  a 
lineal  descendant  of  that  John  Lawrence  who 
landed  in  New  Ivngland  with  Governor  Win- 
throp  in  1630,  and  has  through  his  mother's 
side  a  distinct  strain  of  Welsh  and  French 
blo(Kl.  This  combination  has  produced  a  rare 
result,  in  which  gallantr\',  coolness,  and 
steadfastness  conjoin  in  the  formation  of  a 
character  to  be  admired  and  iiuitated. 


"-p\C^KS.  LUCY  WOODRUFF  FISHER 
I:—    "/     was   born    in    i'\irm  ington.  Conn., 
I  a       (         Inly     23,     1816.       Her  fathci-, 
O/em  Woodiuff,  was  born  on  the 
same  estate  u])on  which  his  father,  Timothy, 
was  born  and  lived.    He  was  a  lineal  tlescend- 
ant  of  Timoth)'  Woodruff,  one  of  ten  men 
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wlio  came  to  this  couiitiy  in  1638,  and  pur- 
chased from  the  Indians  the  harji^e  tract  of 
w'hicii  h'armin^ton  ('I'lmxis)  is  the  centre. 
The  i)aternal  _t;ran(hiiother  of  Mrs.  l'"isher, 
I-ucy  Treailwell,  was  a  sister  of  Governor 
Treadwell.  Her  mother's  mother  was  Lois 
North,  from  Iin<j,hind,  who  was  married  in 
1768  to  Samuel  Scott.  He  was  a  soldier  of 
the  Revolution,  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Saratoj;"a,  and  reached  iiome  to  die. 

I^ucy  Woodruff  was  educated  for  a  teacher, 
and  in  1836  went  witli  her  brother  to  New- 
Orleans  to  en^aij;e  in  that  [)rofession.  She 
taught  there  for  a  time,  after  which  she  went 
to  Baton  Rouge,  where  slie  established  the 
Baton  Rouge  T'emale  Seminary,  one  of  the 
first  Protestant  institutions  of  learning  in 
Rouisiana.  IMiss  Woodruff  was  married  De- 
cember 25,  1838,  to  Phineas  D.  Fisher,  a 
native  of  Lonilonderry,  N.H.,  by  whom  she 
had  two  sons  —  John  I',  h^isher  and  George 
Albert  I'isher.  Mr.  I'isher  studied  for  the 
ministr),  but  taught  with  his  wife  until  his 
death  in  1S43.  In  184S  Mrs.  Lucy  Woodruff 
Fisher  was  manietl  to  John  Phillips,  who 
tlieil  of  yellow  fe\er  in  November,  1853;  and 
in  1855  she  was  marrieil  to  her  third  husband, 
Samuel  h'isher,  of  Warsaw,  where  she  has 
since  been  a  resident.  A  sketch  of  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Fisher,  who  was  a  brother  of  her  first  hus- 
band, may  be  found  on  another  page  of  this 
volume.  He  died  May  30,  1885.  Mrs. 
['"isher  has  two  daughters  by  her  second  hus- 
band, Mr.  Phillii)s;  namel)',  Mary  Isett  and 
Lucy  Matilda.  The  latter  is  the  wife  of 
James  V'ick,  of  l^ochester,  N.Y.  They  have 
three  chiUiren  —  lithel  Phillips,  Albert 
T-"isiicr,  and  Dorothea  Louise.  Mrs.  Lucy 
Woodruff  I-'isher  is  a  woman  whose  mind  has 
been  broadened  l)y  liberal  education,  earnest 
thought,  and  varied  e-xjierience ;  and  her  influ- 
ence is  notably  felt  in  the  town  of  her  birth, 
where  she  is  known  and  loved. 


77^HARL1';S  R.  MASON,  who  conducts 
I  Kr^  a  general  mercantile  business  at  Sil- 
^^Hs  ver  Springs,  carrying  a  large  and 
varied  stock,  was  born  in  JUiffalo, 
N.Y.,  P\d)ruary   12,   1863.     His  father,  An- 


(hew  S.  Mason,  was  born  m  that  cit)-,  Se]j- 
tember  12,  1S19.  His  paternal  grandmother, 
who  was  of  (lerman  (k'scent,  was  also  a  native 
of  Buffalo;  but  his  grandfather  Mason  was 
born  in  Scotland. 

Anilrew  .S.  Masf)n  was  one  of  a  family  of 
three  sons  and  two  daughters.  When  a  )  Oung 
man  he  began  to  work  foi-  the  firm  of  15iilwell 
&  Carrick,  ship  builders  at  lilack  Rock,  Buf- 
falo; and  he  continued  in  the  ship-building 
business  up  to  the  lime  of  his  decease.  The 
firm  changed  to  Bidwell  &  Banty,  with  Mr. 
Mason  as  foreman,  continuing  thus  till  1857, 
when  he  became  a  partner,  the  firm  being- 
Mason  &  Bidwell.  They  tlid  business  under 
that  nan-ie  till  September,  1870,  when  they 
sold  out  to  the  presei-it  owners,  the  Union 
Dry  Dock  Company,  or  tlie  Va'ic  Railroad 
Company.  Ii-i  1861  Mr.  Mason  bought  a  farm 
at  ICast  Hamburg;  and  the  family  lived  for 
six  )'ears  at  that  place,  the  daughter  being 
born  there.  This  farn-i  Mr.  Mason  sold;  but, 
on  his  retirement  from  business  on  account  of 
failing  health,  he  bought  a  secontl  farm  at 
Fast  Hamburg,  which  was  the  home  of  the 
famil)-  till  the  death  of  the  father,  December 
24,  1870.  The  wife  of  Andi-ew-  S.  Mason 
was  Mary  Llizabeth  Rosa,  who  was  one  of  a 
fan-lily  of  six  sons  antl  three  daughters.  Her 
father,  who  fought  in  the  War  of  181 2,  was 
born  in  Albau)-,  N.Y.,  and  dietl  in  Buffalo  in 
1873.  Her  mother  was  born  ii-i  Cornwall, 
N.V.,  and  died  in  Steward,  111.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rosa  were  li\ii-ig  in  Niagara,  Canada, 
at  the  time  of  their  daughter's  n-iarriage  at 
that  place  in  1847.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  .•\ndrew  S. 
Mason  had  nine  chihhen,  all  of  whom  arc  liv- 
ing e.\cei)t  Jacob  W.,  the  fourtli,  who  died 
young.  They  aie  as  follow:,:  Andrew  .S., 
George  W'.,  Arthur  C,  Jacob  B.,  Willian-i  J., 
Jennie  A.,  Charles  R.,  and  Josepli  R. 

The  family  remained  01-1  the  farni  until  the 
mother's  death  in  1S74,  after  which  they 
removed  to  Ivist  Aurora,  wl-iere  they  livetl 
three  years,  and  then  went  back  to  Buffalo. 
Charles  R.  Mason  received  his  education  in 
the  jjublic  scho(ds  of  the  cit}',  and  at  about 
eighteen  \ears  of  age  served  his  apprentice- 
shi[)  witli  John  C.  Harvey,  of  Buffalo,  to  learn 
the  carriage   manulacturing   trade.     He  con- 
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tinned  to  work  at  this  in  tliffcrcnt  parts  of  the 
conntry  till  1887,  when  he  came  to  Gaines- 
ville with  his  brother-in-law,  W.  ¥.  Jolmson, 
a  dealer  in  general  merchandise,  for  whom  he 
worked  as  a  clerk  three  months.  Me  re- 
mained with  Mr.  Johnson  four  years  Ioniser, 
ha\'ini;'  chai'ge  of  his  store  tw(;  years  and 
beiiiL;  in  |)artner^hij)  with  him  the  last  two 
years.  Mr.  Mason  tlien  bouL;ht  out  his  part- 
ner's interest,  and  since  1889  has  conducted 
the  business  alone  and  with  marked  success, 
having'  a  lar<;e  and  well-appointed  establish- 
ment, his  stock  consisting  of  boots,  shoes, 
dry  goods,  haidware,  and  gentlemen's  fur- 
nishing goods. 

In  1887  Mr.  Charles  R.  Mason  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Lueila  F.  Riley,  daugh- 
ter of  Reuben  Riley.  She  was  born  in  Har- 
rison, Me.,  wheie  her  father  worked  in  the 
shoe  manufactming  business.  Mr.  ami  Mrs. 
Mason  have  fuie  child,  a  daughter,  Li  la.  Mr. 
Mason  was  formerly  I^-esident  of  the  Silver 
Springs  fire  deixirtment.  f  ie  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Castile  and  of  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  l'\dlows  at  Silver 
Springs,  also  a  member  of  the  Maccabees  at 
this  place  and  of  the  I'orestei  s ;  and  he  takes 
great  interest  in  these  fraternal  societies. 
Mr.  Mason  is  a  Rei)ul)lican  in  politics,  but 
has  never  sought  office,  preferring  to  devote 
any  time  which  he  could  spare  from  his  busi- 
ness to  churcli  work  ani.1  the  cause  of  Chris- 
tianity. In  this  he  is  ably  seconded  by  his 
worth)'  wife,  who  like  himself  is  a  member  of 
the  Alethodist  church,  of  which  he  is  a  Trus- 
tee and  Treasurer.  Me  is  also  President  of 
the  Young  People's  .Society  of  Christian  En- 
deavor of  Silver  .Springs  and  assistant  su[)er- 
intende'iit  of  the  Suiula) -school. 


i1:LVIN  R.  HAMILTON  is  a  well- 
known  and  respected  farmer  of  the 
town  of  Axon,  residing  upon  and 
iperating  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  Lix'ingston  Count}',  located  one  mile  north 
of  b^ast  Avon.  Me  was  born  in  Lima,  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.Y.,  I'VdM'uary  16,  1857, 
son  of  William  Hamilton. 

INIr.  Hamilton  is  one  of  the  most  progres- 


sive and  successful  farmers  of  the  comity, 
and  takes  a  natural  pride  and  interest  in 
tlie  beautiful  farm  he  is  operating,  and 
which  he  is  last  bringing  into  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  He  is  practical  and  scientific  in 
his  methods,  having  matle  a  careful  stud\'  of 
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b\-l)ruai-y  20,  1889,  Mr.  Hamilton 
united  in  marriage  to  Mis:-,  b'rances 
C" rouse,  of  Lima,  daughter  of  James  H. 
b'rances  A.  (Carey)  Crouse.  Mrs.  Hamil- 
ton's father  is  one  of  the  largest  land  owners 
in  Livingstt)!)  Countv,  owning  nearl)-  two 
thousand  acres  in  farm  laiuls  in  the  county 
and  vicinity,   besides  pro[)erty  in  Michigan. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  have  three  bright 
and  promising  children  —  Mabel,  Helen,  and 
William  James.  The  family  attend  tlie  Bap- 
tist church  of  Lima,  ot  which  the  jiarents  are 
members.  Theirs  is  a  well-ordered  and 
Christian  househcjld,  thoroughly  representa- 
tive of  the  best  agricultural  element  of  the 
State. 


/ C^JUV  1'.  M0R(;AX,  a  farmer  residing 
\  >)  I  near  the  \  illage  of  Hermitage,  in  the 
^ — ^  eastern  ]xut  of  Wetliersfield,  X.\'., 
was  born  in  this  town  Sejjtember  14,  1830. 
Mr.  Morgan's  great-grandfather,  lulwai'd  'Slov- 
gan,  was  for  man)'  )'ears  a  resident  of  New 
London,  Conn.  ;  ami  both  his  giandfather,  Cuy 
Morgan,  and  his  father,  Justus  Morgan,  were 
born  in  that  .State.  (irandfather  Morgan  came 
from  Connecticut  to  W\'oming  Countx',  NA'., 
and  hr.'L  bouglit  a  ti'act  ol  wood  land  near  Java 
Lake,  but  was  there  only  a  shoit  time  belore 
he  came  to  Wetliersfield,  being  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  the  town.  He  built  a  log  house, 
and  proceeded  to  clear  and  im]M'o\e  his  land. 
.Some  years  later  he  remmed  to  C)hio.  He 
was  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Wetliersfield  for 
a  number  of  \eais,  and  was  elected  Countv 
Judge  in  ()hio,  but  tlied  before  his  olhcial 
term  began,  agetl  forty-six  \  eais. 

lustus  Morgan  was  the  eldest  of  Ciu\'  Mor- 
gan's nine  sons.  Upon  coming  of  age  he 
bought  his  father's  farm  ;  and  this  he  managed 
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until  1S50,  when  he-  bought  property  in  the 
eastern  i)art  ol  W'ethersficid,  ulieie  lie  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  natural  lite,  which  ex- 
tended (>\er  a  period  ol  se\ent)'-fi\'e  )'ears. 
l\Irs.  Justus  Mor<;an,  Miss  Celesta  Pickett 
before  marriage,  was  a  dau<;hter  of  Mr.  Rod- 
ney I'iekett,  a  niillwrii;lit  in  (.)nondag'a 
Count}-,  uheie  she  was  boin.  She  was  of 
Dutch  ancestr}',  and  her  forefathers  were 
among  the  earl)'  settleis  of  the  Mohawk  valley. 
Ol  her  seven  children,  fi\e  aie  now  living  — 
CjUV  r. ,  of  this  memoir;  Xancy,  whcj  married 
Mr.  Jv.  Landon ;  Lucius,  whose  first  wife  was 
Mary  l^astman,  his  second  Augusta  Peck; 
Lucy,  \vho  inairied  Mi'.  \'()lne\'  Siuith;  Mary, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Dayton  liastman. 
'J'heir  niother  died  in  W'ethersliekl  at  seventy- 
fi\'e  years  of  age. 

(iuy  P.  Morgan  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  and  at  the  Warsaw  Acadeniy ;  and, 
sh(iitly  after  attaining  his  majority,  he  left  the 
l)aternal  root,  and  came  to  his  preseiit  tarm, 
which  at  that  date,  i^^4,  was  only  partially 
cleared.  The  original  bounehn  ies  of  his  estate 
ha\'e  been  great])'  enlarged  since  his  first  pur- 
chase, and  the  land  undei'  his  careful  and  In- 
tel ligeiit  tillage  brings  forth  abundant  crops. 
In  the  same  year  that  he  became  a  land  owner 
Mr.  .Morgan  acquired  another  digriity,  for  in 
i(S54  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  Wolcott, 
of  W'ethersHcld.  'khis  lad)''s  grandfather  was 
one  of  the  eaily  settlers  of  the  ])lace,  coming 
hither  in  1  .S 1 C).  Ilci'  fathei'  died  here,  anil 
her  mother  is  still  living  Two  children  have 
been  boni  of  this  marriage,  a  son  and  a  (laugh- 
ter. .Augustus  Morgan  mariietl  Miss  Carrie 
.Stearns,  of  Warsaw,  is  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren -i"'.\a  and  b'.h'a  —  and  lix'cs  on  a  farm 
adjoining  that  of  his  faliier.  'i'he  daughter, 
J*'lora  Morgan,  mai  rieil  .Mi'.  l''retl  Ciill,  and  died 
at  t w'ent)'-si.\  )'ears  of  age,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren —  Lulu  ami  Lena. 

Mr.  Morgan  is  a  Kepul)lican  in  politics. 
Lie  has  held  the  offices  of  Collector  and  As- 
sessoi"  for  se\'en  )'ears,  that  of  Justice  of  the 
I'eace  foi'  a  decade,  and  has  presided  in  the 
judicial  chair  of  the  Warsaw  court.  Mr.  Mor- 
gan is  an  attendant  of  the  Ikiptist  church 
at  1  lei'iu it.ige,  and  is  a  man  whose  influence 
extends  in  \-arious  diieclious. 


^-I^JYpJAl  1  lil'A\'  WIARD,  having  fir.st 
t:  I  — /  seen  the  light  of  da)  in  >\\'on,  on 
I  J|l5  (  the  Slh  of  September,  1N13,  is 
now  nearly  eighty  two  )'ears  of 
age.  II  is  father,  Thomas  Wiard,  was  a  man  of 
strong  indi\idualit)',  with  gi'cal  force  of  char- 
acter, and  was  not  at  all  alraid  to  depart  liom 
beaten  paths  and  sliike  out  bu'  hiiuseli  in 
ortler  to  attain  aii)'  honorable  end.  lie  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  but  .soon  left  that 
State  to  beconie  one  of  the  earl)'  ])ioneers  in 
Livingston  Count)'.  lie  first  settled  at  Gen- 
eseo,  where  he  remained  some  twehe  )ears,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  remo\e(l  to  A\on, 
bought  a  larm,  and  added  f.uniiiig  to  his  regu- 
lar trade,  which  was  that  ot  a  blacksmith. 

Hut  Th(imas  Wianl  was  no  ordinary  me- 
chanic, being  tiecitledl)'  sui)eri(n'  to  the  average 
even  in  those  da)s,  when  the  blacksmith  had 
to  make  " e\er)'th ing  out  of  nothing,"  and 
never  thought  ot  retusiiig  a  job  just  because 
he  had  imt  the  best  facilities  for  doing  it. 
Lhe  lariu  he  lj(Uig"ht  in  A\'on  was  almost  en- 
tirel)'  unimpro\ed,  the  onl)'  building  on  it 
being  a  tumble-down  log  cabin,  and  there  was 
a  g(jo(i  deal  ot  clearing  to  be  done  belore  there 
couKl  ]je  much  laiul  to  cultixate.  P'or  .scjme 
years  he  carried  on  the  blacksiii ith-shop  as 
subordinate  to  the  farm  ;  but,  when  he  had  got 
the  latter  tairl)'  under  cLilt ix'atiou,  and  his  sons 
had  become  old  enough  to  help  him  out  on 
farm  work,  he  began  to  rapidl)'  build  up  his 
mechanical  l)usiness.  Starting"  with  o.\  and 
hurse  shoeing,  he  soon  added  the  repairing  and 
the  building  of  wagons,  then  the  manufactur- 
ing and  lepaii'ing  ot  guns,  tarming  tools,  etc., 
until  linall)  man\"  ot  his  productions  attaineil 
a  much  moi  j  than  local  reputation;  and  bctore 
his  death  he  was  running  a  large  factor\'  at 
Last  A\'on  entire])'  ilex'iitecl  to  the  manufacture 
of  jiloughs  and  otlur  agricultural  im])lements. 
Some  ot  his  sons  were  associated  with  him  in 
this  business;  and  to  one  of  them,  Thomas, 
Jr.,  is  due  the  imention  ol  the  celebrated 
Wiai'1,1  plougli. 

Thomas  Wiard,  .Si.,  married  at  cpiitc  an 
earl)  age,  taking  for  his  wife  Miss  .Susan 
Hall,  ol  Connecticut.  Their  lirst-born  child 
was  M.illhew,  the  sul)ject  of  this  sketch;  and 
eight   more  children  were  born  to  tliem  in  the 
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following  order:  Henry,  George,  Thumas, 
William,  Setli,  Alary  A.,  Margaret,  Rachel. 
The  father  of  the  family  remained  in  Avon  as 
long  as  lie  lix'eil,  seixed  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  as  Suj^ervisor,  and  in  other  public  ca- 
pacities, and  tiled  at  the  age  of  sixty  se\en. 

Matthew  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  the  town  ;  and  most  of  his  life  has  been 
passed  as  a  farmer,  although  he  has  had  no 
little  e.\])erience  at  mechanical  work,  and  at 
one  time  resided  in  L'anada,  where  he  was  as- 
sociated with  a  brother  in  the  manufacture 
of  ploughs.  All  together,  Mr.  Wiard  has  been 
identihed  with  that  branch  of  industry  for 
about  a  score  of  years.  He  has  never  taken  to 
himself  a  wife,  apjiarently  preferring  the  free- 
dom of  celibac)'  to  the  comforts  of  matrimony. 
]'"irm  and  steadfast  in  his  political  afTfiliations, 
he  has  alwa\s  'oted  with  the  Republican  party 
since  its  organization.  As  a  Whig  he  cast  his 
first  Presidential  ballot  in  1836  for  the  great 
defentler  of  the  Constitution,  Daniel  Webster. 

Matthew  Wiard  held  a  commission  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  lY'ace  for  a  score  of  years,  served 
tour  terms  as  Supervisor  of  the  tcnvn  of  Avon, 
and  might  easily  ha\'e  had  many  other  public 
offices  had  he  desired  them  ;  for  he  has  long 
enjoyed  the  full  confidence  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, and  they  ajipreciate  his  ability  as  well  as 
his  sterling  integrit)'.  His  stantling  in  a  com- 
munit)'  whei-e  he  has  li\-ed  more  than  eighty 
)ears  of  bus)'  antl  useful  life  affords  the  l)est 
possible  testimonial  to  his  character,  and  ren- 
ders mention  of  him  necessary  in  a  work  treat- 
ing of  the  re]3resentati\'e  men  of  these  parts. 
The  presentation  herewith  of  his  portrait  also, 
we  are  confident,  will  meet  the  especial  ap- 
proval of  our  readers. 


,HARLES  K.  LOOMIS,  a  banker  of 
Attica,  of  the  firm  of  Loomis  &  Sons, 
was  born  in  this  town,  December 
14,  185 1.  He  is  the  third  son  of 
James  H.  Loomis  and  his  wife,  Janette  Howe, 
ilaughter  of  Jacol)  and  Azuba  (Sprout )  Howe. 
(See  sketch  of  James  H.  Loomis  elsewhere  in 
th is  volume. ) 

Charles  ]",.  Loomis  was  educated  at  the  Al- 
legany College,  of  which  his  uncle,  (jcorge 


Loomis,  was  President  for  thirteen  years. 
On  finishing  his  education  he  returned  home, 
and  was  engaged  at  once  in  the  banking  busi- 
ness with  his  father,  who  had  established  it 
and  continuetl  it  as  a  jxTsonal  enterprise. 
Charles  li.  went  into  partnershi[)  with  his 
father,  and  still  continues  to  hold  the  position 
of  partner  and  Cashier. 

Mr.  Charles  IC.  Loomis  was  married  to 
Miss  Amy  Wicks,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
John  Wicks,  of  the  town  of  Attica.  Mr.^.. 
I,oomis  was  a  gratluate  of  Wells  College 
at  Palmira,  N.\'.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  three  children,  one  of  whom  died 
in  infancy.  Two  bright  boys  remain  — 
Charles  W.,  born  Ma)'  15,  1890;  and  \''an 
Wick,  born  December  16,  1891.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Loomis  have  taken  three  different  tours 
abroad.  In  1877  the)'  went  through  Ireland, 
Scotland,  England,  PTance,  Switzerland,  and 
Germany.  In  1882  the)'  made  a  classical 
tour,  going  into  Spain,  Northern  Africa, 
I'lgypt,  Palestine,  Turkey,  Greece,  and  Italy. 
In  1888  they  again  crossed  the  Atlantic,  to 
wander  awhile  among  the  historic  cities  and 
towns  of  the  old  world. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  li.  Loomis  built  for 
themselves  in  1889  a  fine  residence  on  Main 
Street,  which  they  continue  to  occupy.  Mr. 
Loomis  is  President  of  the  water  company. 
His  political  i)rincii)les  are  like  those  of  his 
father  and  brother.  He  votes  the  Republican 
ticket.  Although  he  has  thus  far  been  too 
closely  occupied  with  other  interests  to  under- 
take municipal  offices,  his  influence  is  felt 
in  local  public  matters  and  in  social  affairs. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  IndejK'ndent  Oriler  of 
Odd  I'Ydlows.  Both  Mi",  and  Mrs.  Lcomis 
are  Presbyterians,  and  Mr.  Loomis  is  an  Pllder 
in  the  church  and  also  one  tif  the  Trustees. 


HARLI'S  J.  GARDNER,  of  Warsaw, 
was  born  in  .Attica,  May  12,  1843. 
His  grandfather,  Asher  Gardner, 
came  to  Attica  from  Massachusetts 
in  1808  with  his  two  biothers,  Ko->well  and 
Adolpluis,  his  brother  Parle\'  following  a  few 
years  after.  .'Vsher  took  u|)  one  hundred  acres 
oi  wild    land  from    the  Holland    Land  Com- 
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pun\',  hall  a  mile  south  from  the  village  of 
Attica,  on  the  Creek  Road.  'l\vo  or  three 
years  later  he  went  hack  to  liis  former  home  in 
!\Iassachuselts,  and  on  liis  leturn  brought  with 
him  a  bride,  whose  wedding  journey  was  made 
in  a  wagon,  and  who  began  housekeeping  in 
a  log  cabin  built  b\'  her  husband's  hands  for 
her  habitation.  liis  wife's  maiden  name  was 
I'hilinda  Patrick,  and  she  must  have  had  a 
lo\al  and  brave  heart  to  ha\'e  dared  such  a 
hard}'  life  for  lo\e's  sake.  Here  they  made 
a  iK'rmanent  home  foi'  themselves  and  the 
grou[)  (if  chiklren  who  were  gradually  gathered 
about  their  knees,  and,  as  the  years  passed, 
eidargecl  their  little  domain  and  grew  more 
prosjK'rous. 

I'atrick  (lardner,  the  son  of  Asher,  and 
father  (jf  Charles  J.,  mairied  Aliss  Jenette  E. 
]\Iunger,  of  Attica,  a  daughter  of  Hiram  Mun- 
ger,  of  that  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patrick 
Ciardner  weie  lifedong  I'csidents  of  Attica, 
where  the  former  was  an  industriou.s  farmer 
and  held  the  office  of  Assessor  and  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  se\eral  yeai  s,  and  was  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics.  Pight  children  were  the 
issue  of  this  mai'ri.ige,  three  sons  and  five 
daughters.  Two  (kuighters  died  in  childhood. 
Three  of  the  daughters  and  three  sons  are  now 
living  in  the  \-icinit)'  of  Attica.  Patrick  R. 
Cardner  died  June  15,  1N70,  aged  fifty-eight 
}ears;  and  his  widow  dic(.l  in  Attica,  June  20, 
1894,  aged  sc\enty-four  \  cars. 

Charles  J.  Canlner,  after  leax'ing  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  the  neighborhood,  entered  the 
Cienesee  and  \\'\'oiuing  Seminary,  where  he 
was  a  student  for  two  \ears.  'I'he  Civil  War 
was  now  at  its  height  ;  and  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen he  entered  the  ranks  of  the  Union  army, 
enlisting  .August  6,  1.S62,  in  Company  C  of 
the  One  Hundretl  and  Thirtieth  New  \'ork 
Volunteers.  A  few  months  latei'  the  regiment 
was  changed  to  a  ca\ali\'  regiment,  and  was 
afterward  known  as  the  b'irst  \ew  York  Dra- 
goons. ()n  the  organization  ot  the  company 
at  Portage,  X.\'.,  Mr.  (iLuclner  was  matle  Cor- 
poral, and  later  was  promoted  to  Sergeant.  In 
the  fall  of  1864,  in  the  beautiful  valley  of  the 
.Shenaniloah,  in  X'irginia,  which  Sheridan's 
in\'ading  lorces  so  devastateil  that  the  "crows 
had  to  carry  their  latioiis''  throujih  its  war- 


wasted  boimdaries,  Mr.  Gardnei'  lost  his  riirht 
leg.  He  was  taken  to  Paltiiuore,  where,  at 
the  Camden  .Stiect  llo>pilal,  the  lind),  which 
had  been  iracluretl  b\'  a  iniiiic  ball,  was  ampu- 
tated seven  inches  below  the  knee.  Cangrene 
develoj^ed  alter  the  operation,  which  had  to  be 
perfonued  a  second  time.  Mr.  dardnei-  was 
dischargeil  from  the  ainiy  -Ajnil  2>S,  1865,  and 
on  July  30,  1865,  was  married  to  Miss  An- 
nette R.  Terr)',  of  Pataxia,  a  daughter  of 
William  M.  Terr}',  of  that  place.  .Soon  after 
his  return  froiu  the  ami}'  he  was  appointed 
a  postal  clerk  on  the  lu  ie  J\ailwa}',  aiul  held 
that  jxjsition  foi'  three  }'ears.  He  remox'ed  to 
Warsaw,  Januar}'  i,  1874,  to  accept  the  office 
of  Ctjunty  Clerk,  to  which  he  had  previously 
been  elected.  He  hekl  the  office  two  terms. 
He-  was  afterward  appointetl  Postmaster  at 
Warsaw,  X.  \'. ,  b}'  President  Chester  A.  Ar- 
thur, arid  resigned  that  office,  Decend)er  i, 
1887,  to  acce|)t  the  office  of  Sheriff  of  Wyo- 
ming County,  to  whicli  lie  had  previousl}'  been 
elected.  He  is  a  meiuber  of  (iibbs  Post, 
Grand  Arm}'  of  the  Ivepublic,  Xo.  130.  Mr. 
Gardner  has  three  children  —  one  daughter, 
Martha,  now  Mrs.  l^dward  P.  Montgomer\',  of 
Warsaw,  X.  \'.  ;  and  two  sons,  \\''illiam  P. 
(jardnei"  and  (icorge  W.  (jai'dner.  .Since  Jan- 
uary 1,  1874,  the  family  has  resided  in  the 
pleasant  house  on  West  Court  Street,  inn- 
chased  at  that  time. 


^tA;/lLLIAM  H.  GROVES,  a  well- 
knowii  farmer  occupying  a  fine  es- 
tate in  the  town  of  \'ork,  l.ixing- 
ston  County,  was  born  in  that  place,  Septem- 
ber 13,  1863.  His  fathei',  .Mr.  Robert 
Groves,  was  born  in  the  piiturestpie  and  beau- 
tiful ])art  of  Ireland  conuuonh'  tenued  the 
north,  whence  ha\e  coiue  the  ancestors  of 
some  of  oui"  greatest  men-- men  noted  for 
pluck  ani.1  persex  erance.  The  climate,  being 
so  cold,  perhajjs  acUls  something  of  hardiness 
to  the  inhabitants.  Perhaps,  also,  the  tierce 
and  terrible  Danes  and  Northmen,  who  ra\- 
aged  the  island  in  olden  times,  .uul  left  tracer 
of  their  Celtic  tongue  in  the  rich  brogue  of  the 
inhabitants,  iua\'  h,i\'e  left  traces  likewi^e  in 
theii'  strength   and   prowess.      The   salt  seas 
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which  rave  perpetually  in  the  caves  of  the 
rugged  shores  of  Ireland,  and  the  storms  and 
tempests  of  its  winters,  which  are  so  bitter, 
but  symbol  i/e  the  stoims  of  adversit)'  which 
liave  for  long  and  weary  years  won  tlu-  iJeojde 
of  the  entire  countr)'  to  a  patience  and  cheerful 
endurance  which  si_:;nali/es  them  e\'ciy wheie 
as  a  nat ion. 

Mr.  Koherl  (iro\es  came  of  Scotch  ancesti")', 
and  lie  hiul  the  bia\'e  spirit  which  always  char- 
acterizes the  Scotch- 1  rish.  He  was  a  poor  i 
laborer  when  he  set  out  with  wife  and  two 
children  to  find  a  home  iii  the  land  of  the  free. 
This  was  in  i(S4i.  .After  reaching  New  York 
he  made  his  wa\'  u])  into  this  section  of  coun- 
try; and,  when  he  arri\-ed  in  York,  he  had  but 
eighteen  cents  in  his  jxicket  to  start  in  his  new 
career.  Hut  the  worst  was  over.  His  strong 
arm  was  his  caintal,  and  he  soon  found  a  home 
and  breail  for  himself  and  family.  He  worked 
for  a  time  bv  the  month,  then  for  a  number  of 
)'ears  on  shares,  i  uiui i ng  a  farm  with  Mr.  Alex 
Keid,  (il  that  town.  .After  a  time  he  suc- 
ceeded in  bu\ing  a  small  place,  in  which  he 
lived  for  awhile  with  his  family.  Later  he 
sold  this;  and  in  nSSj  he  bought  one  of  the 
most  attractive  residences  in  York  village, 
commanding  a  beautiful  view  across  the  (len- 
esee  valley  to  (ieneseo.  In  connection  with 
this  he  also  bought  twent)'-eight  acres  of 
land.  This  place  was  long  and  familiarl)' 
known  as  the  Howden  estate.  It  was  here  that 
Robert  (iro\'es  spent  his  later  years,  cUid  heie 
he  dietl  at  the  age  (if  sixty-eight.  As  he  took 
out  naturalization  papers  at  an  earl)'  day,  he 
was  soon  able  to  \ote  ;  and  this  he  always  did 
on  the  Republican  side. 

Mr.  Robeit  Groves  married  IVIiss  'Margaret 
Mcl*\adden.  Her  death  occurred  ten  months 
before  that  of  her  liusband,  on  April  14,  i<S>SS. 
Sex'en  children  were  born  to  them,  whose 
names  are  here  gi\en  :  Mary  A.,  Agnes,  John 
H.,  Susanna,  I'llizabeth,  IMargaret  1).,  and 
William  II.  These  parents  suffered  a  terrible 
bereavement  in  I1S61.  Within  two  weeks  the 
hrst  five  of  the  children  were  taken  from  them 
by  that  malignant  disease,  diphtheria.  Phy- 
sicians did  not  then  imderstand  the  nature  of 
it  so  well  as  now;  and,  though  science  has  not 
found   the   prexentive,    much    has  been  done 


through  scientific  in\estigation  to  cure  many 
and  to  reliexe  the  sufferings  of  those  whose 
li\'c'S  are  doomed. 

This  was  in  the  old  Ikjuic.  The  new  one  is 
\'er\'  pleasant,  and  Mi'.  William  (ii'o\es  lesides 
there  with  his  sister  .Margaret  alone.  The 
brothel'  carries  on  (he  larm  work,  and  his  sis- 
ter ki'cps  the  house.  William  (iio\es  is  a 
faithful  ami  capable  steward,  who  spares  no 
l)ains  in  preser\'ing  and  improv  ing  his  inheri- 
tance; and  in  main'  things- he  follows  the  ex- 
ami>le  set  b\'  his  lather.  Like  liini,  he  \'otes 
the  Republican  ticket.  llistnst  Presidential 
vote  was  in  i(S,S4  for  James  (}.  Plaine. 


-jpTON.  WOLCOTT  J.  Hl^MPHRlA^ 
who  died  at  his  home  in  Warsaw, 
I  is  I  N.Y.,  on  January  19,  1890,  aged 
seventy-two,  was  born  in  Canton, 
Conn.,  .\o\'eml)er  ll,  1817.  He  was  but  an 
infant  when  his  father  mo\'cd  to  Sheldon, 
which  was  then  in  Cenesee  Count)',  so  that 
all  of  his  earliest  recollections  and  associa- 
tions were  of  New  York  State.  Here  he  grew 
up,  and  becaine  a  farmer,  and  later  in  life  fol- 
lowed the  trades  of  tanning  and  shoe  and  har- 
ness making.  His  great-grandfather,  Sam- 
uel Huni]ihrey,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
as  were  his  grandfather,  Theophilus,  and  his 
fatlier,  who  bore  the  same  name.  Mr.  The- 
ophilus Ilumphre)',  the  younger,  niarried 
Cynthia  llayden,  of  Torringford,  Conn.;  and 
they  becanie  the  pareiits  of  seventeen  chil- 
dren, Wolcott  |.,  of  this  niemoir,  being  the 
sixth  son. 

Besides  the  district-school  education  Wol- 
cott J.  Hunii)hrey  received  a  brief  course  of 
instruction  from  a  Congregational  clergynian 
of  the  neigliborhood.  His  mind  wa-,  natui'al  1)' 
a  studious  one,  and  b\'  observation  and  a 
varied  experience  in  life  he  became  a  man  of 
culture  as  well  as  of  deep  insight.  That 
quality  of  mind  called  coiiin"ioii  sense  was  one 
of  his  chief  characteristics,  and  insured  him 
success  in  his  business  \'entures.  I-'or 
twenty-four  )ears  he  continued  in  mercantile 
business,  being  successively  engaged  at  A'arys- 
burg,  Sheldon  Centre,  North  Java,  and 
Bloomington,    111.,   from  which  place  he  rc- 
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turned  to  his  native  town.  Some  successful 
land  speculations  in  the  West  added  consid- 
ei'ahly  to  liis  li)rtune.  Coming'  to  Warsaw  in 
1864,  he  here  conducted  a  lar,L;e  tanninj^-  busi- 
ness until  1869,  in  wliich  year  lie  became  a 
stockholder  in  the  Wyomini;'  County  National 
]5ank.  In  iK/r  he  was  chosen  President  of 
the  bank,  a  f)osition  he  held  until  his  death. 
He  was  tor  many  years  I'resident  of  the  town 
water-works  and  L;as  compan)',  in  both  of 
which  he  held  stock.  Amid  the  multiplicity 
of  his  business  affairs  he  still  found  time  to 
devote  to  the  interests  of  suffering  fellow- 
creatures,  to  wht)m  his  warm  heart  went  out 
in  tender  sym|xath)',  and  for  whom  his  gener- 
ous nature  expended  itself  in  deeds  of  loving 
charity.  He  was  for  eight  years  Trustee  of 
the  Institution  for  the  151  ind  at  Batavia  and 
President  of  its  board  for  three  years,  and  was 
always  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  his 
town  and  county.  As  a  young  man  he  took  a 
lively  interest  in  military  training,  and  was 
at  twent\-  }'ears  of  age  a  member  of  the  State 
militia.  In  I S40  he  was  elected  Colonel  of 
the  Ninth  Regiment  of  the  Brigade  of  New 
York  State,  but  resigned  his  commission  in 
1844. 

P'or  political  sagacity,  remarkably  good 
judgment,  and  firmness  of  purpose  he  had  no 
SLijieriors  and  but  few  ecjuals.  In  politics  Mr. 
Humphrey  was  active  and  efficient.  He 
served  his  party  faithfully  and  well.  Of  him 
it  couUl  be  fitly  said:  — 

••  A  .sti'iiiiL^  man  ; 
For  where  he  lixed  liis  heai  t  he  set  his  hand 
To  do  the  thinjj;  lie  w  ilk-d,  and  hore  it  through." 

]\Ir.  llimiiihrey  held  during  his  life  many 
offices  of  trust,  and  was  a  man  of  wide  influ- 
ence in  the  community.  He  was  several 
times  Supervisor,  Postmaster  in  1849,  1853, 
and  i860,  and  was  marshal  in  charge  of  the 
census  taken  in  1850.  In  the  same  year  he 
was  elected  to  the  Assembly  of  New  York  and 
again  in  1851,  antl  was  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  Railroads,  an^l  reported  the  bill  for 
the  consol idaticMi  of  the  Central  Railroad  with 
valuable  restrictions.  He  was  in  charge  of 
the  Prohibition  Liciuor  Law  jiassed  that  ses- 
sion, and  made  an  able  speech  in  its  behalf, 


and  was  elected  to  the  Senate  from  the  Sixty- 
third  District,  which  iiuludetl  \\')'oming, 
Livingst(Ui,  and  AUegau)'  Counties,  in  1865, 
and  again,  1867,  b)'  a  majorit)- ol  live  thousand 
two  hinulreel  ami  forty. 

During  his  service  in  tlie  Senate  he  was 
recognized  as  one  ol  the  most  able  .Senators, 
was  Chairman  of  the  ('(unmittee  on  Roads  and 
Bridges  and  on  Commerce  ami  Navigation, 
also  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Internal 
Affairs,  Printing,  Finance,  and  Banks.  He 
was  always  acknowledged  as  a  leading  man  in 
his  section  of  the  State,  having  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  County  Committee  for 
thirty  years.  Alscj  during  the  last  twenty 
years  he  was  a  delegate  in  more  than  lialf 
the  Republican  State  Conventions  that  have 
been  held,  ami  he  was  a  member  of  the 
National  Republican  Conventions  of  1876  and 
1880. 

On  March  30,  1841,  Mr.  Humphrey  was 
married  to  Miss  Amanda  Martindale,  a  ikiugh- 
ter  of  Major  William  S.  Martimlale,  of  Dor- 
set, Yt.  .She  died  in  California  June  17, 
1873.  He  was  married  a  second  time  to 
Hannah  Adams,  a  daughter  of  PI  ugh  and  Isa- 
bella (Adams)  Mulholland,  of  Parma,  Monroe 
Comity,  N.Y.  The  two  children  born  of  this 
union  were  Annabel  and  Wolcott  Julius. 

Mr.  Humphrey  during  his  long  business 
career  amassed  a  large  fortime,  which  he  ex- 
pended with  a  generous  hand.  In  private  and 
pid)lic  life  he  was  large-minded  and  liberal, 
and  many  an  or]jhan  relative  owed  his  success 
in  life  to  the  symiiathetic  interest  and  finan- 
cial aitl  he  was  always  read)'  to  bestow.  A 
lil)eral  supporter  of  the  gosjxd,  he  was  espe- 
cially generous  to  that  particular  branch  of  the 
religious  body  — the  Congregational  cluu'ch 
to  which  he  was  attached,  and  was  for  twenty 
years  the  'Prustee.  'Phe  last  years  of  his  life 
were  sj^ent  in  a  futile  quest  for  the  vigor  of 
health  and  strength,  which  neither  money  nor 
effort  couhl  (.liscover.  In  the  relations  of 
father,  husband,  friend,  and  citizen,  he  was  a 
lofty  example  and  worthy  motlel  ;  aiul  the 
death  of  few  men  lias  been  legarded  as  such 
a  public  calamity  as  was  his.  Noble,  gener- 
ous, just,  and  kind,  his  deeds  li\'e  alter  him, 
and  "blossom  in  the  dust.'\ 
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,RS.    HANNAH    ADAMS  IIUM- 
rinvE\'  is  of  Scotch-Irish  extrac- 
tion.    Her    father    ami  niothei', 
Mr.  and  Mr.s.  MulhoUantl,  came 
to  America  when  the}'  were  young  children. 

Mrs.  IIumi)hrey  was  educated  in  Rocliester, 
wiierc  foi'  filteen  years  slie  lauglit  in  the 
schools,  five  ot  whieh  she  was  principal  of 
the  Glenwood  .Sehddl,  a  position  she  filled 
with  marked  ability  and  success.  She  was 
married  to  the  Hon.  Wolcott  J.  Humphrey, 
July  8,  1S74,  and  passed  the  first  year  of  her 
married  life  in  travelling  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 
She  then  with  her  husband  returned  to  War- 
saw, where  the  remaining  years  ol  their 
wedded  life  were  spent.  Two  children,  a  son 
and  (laughter,  blessed  this  marriage.  Anna- 
bel, the  daughter,  is  now  at  the  far-famed 
Ogont/.  School  near  I'hiladeliihia ;  and  Wol- 
cott Julius,  wlio  bears  his  father's  name,  is 
a  student  at  the  II  ill  Preparatory  School  at 
Pottstown,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Humphrey  resides  in  her  sj^acious 
and  delightful  residence,  "The  IClms, "  where 
she  dispenses  hospitality  with  gracious  and 
charming  cordiality.  linergetic,  capable,  and 
public-spirited,  she  holds  various  offices  rarely 
filled  by  women,  being  a  Director  of  the  Wyo- 
ming Count}'  National  Hank,  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Institution  for  the 
Blind  at  l^atavia,  President  of  the  Society 
for  V^illage  W'ork,  and  also  of  the  Board  of 
>  Trustees  of  the  Iiulustrial  School.  P"ew 
women  have  taken  such  a  prominent  part 
in  the  local  affairs  of  their  village  ami 
county  as  Mrs.  Ilum[)hrey,  whose  name  is  a 
synonym  of  womanly  strength  and  beneficent 
infiuence. 


OWLAND  SHERMAN,  a  well-known 
citizen  of  the  town  of  Avon,  was 
born  in  Pawling,  Dutchess  County, 
N.Y.,  Ai)ril  12,  1872.  He  is  a  di- 
rect descendant  in  the  ninth  generation  of 
Philip  Sherman,  who  caiue  to  Massachusetts 
in  1633,  and  settled  first  at  Ro.xbury,  and  a 
few  years  later  was  an  associate  of  Roger 
Williams  in  the  ff)unding  of  Rhode  Island. 
He   was   Secretary  of  that   colony   in  1639, 


Deputy  in  1665-67,  and  was  a  man  of  much 
courage  ami  ability.  The  great-grandfather 
of  Howland  .Sherman,  Peiijamin  Sherman,  was 
born  in  Dartmouth,  Mass.  When  a  young 
man,  he  made  a  voyage  on  a  whaling-ship, 
and  with  other  members  of  the  crew  was  for 
fi\'e  da}s  lost  in  the  fog  in  a  small  boat  with- 
(nit  food,  antl  when  rescued  was  in  a  jjerishing 
condition.  'Phis  experience  sufficed  for  a  sea- 
faring life;  and  upon  arri\'ing  at  his  home 
Benjamin  Sherman  started  tor  Dutchess 
Count}',  where  he  settled  at  the  foot  of 
Ouaker  Hill  in  1764.  His  house  was  for  a 
time  the  headc|uarters  of  deneral  Washington, 
and  it  was  under  his  roof  that  the  trial  of 
General  Schuyler  was  hehl.  He  and  his  son 
Abiel  weie  wagon-makers  and  farmers,  Whigs 
in  ))olitics,  and  alwa\-s  interested  in  puhlic 
affairs,  Abiel  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
State  Asseiubl}-.  The  wife  of  Abiel  was 
Joanna  Howland,  of  Dutchess  County. 

Henry  Sherman,  father  of  Howland,  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  his  ancestors,  and  in  1836 
came  to  this  vicinity  to  seek  a  new  location 
for  his  home.  The  journey  was  made  in  a 
wagon;  and  in  the  following  year  he  returned 
with  his  family,  sailing  up  the  Hudson  from 
Poughkeepsie  as  far  as  Albany  in  a  sloop, 
then  going  by  way  (jf  the  Erie  Canal  to  Pitts- 
ford,  and  thence  by  teaius  to  the  town  of 
Rush,  Monroe  County,  where  he  bought  land. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  His  wife 
was  lunma  Plalloway,  of  the  town  of  Pawling, 
Dutchess  County,  daughter  of  Joseph  Hallo- 
way  ami  grand-daughter  of  William  Halloway, 
who  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Howland  .Sherman  was  in  his  sixteenth  }'ear 
when  he  left  the  old  home  with  his  parents, 
and  on  cT  jileasant  Sunda\'  morning  landed  at 
Pittsford.  The  rest  of  the  journey  of  ten 
miles  to  the  future  home  of  the  tamil}-  was 
then  made  on  foot.  Being  a  natural  me- 
chanic, he  learned  his  trade  in  his  father's 
shop,  and  when  ready  to  begin  housekeeping 
made  much  of  the  furniture  himself.  He 
bought  a  small  farm  at  first,  improved  it,  and 
then  sold  it  to  good  advantage,  and  bought 
another.  In  1856  he  purchased  the  farm 
which  he  now  owns  and  occupies;  and  on  it  he 
has  erected  buildings  of  the  best  and  most 
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substantial  kind,  and  carries  on  a  thrivinj^ 
inisincss. 

I'Y'hruary  24,  1849,  i\Ir.  SlK-rnian  married 
Mary  I'rice,  of  the  town  of  Kusli,  Monroe 
County.  She  was  born  .September  26,  1823, 
and  was  the  tlau-hler  of  Geoige  I'rice,  a 
native  of  1-rederick,  Md.  Her  grandfather, 
Philip  I'rice,  was  an  early  settler  in  Mary- 
land, where  he  resided  until  1801,  when,  ac- 
companied by  his  family,  he  moved  to  New 
York  State,  making  the  journey,  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  times,  with  ok  teams.  He 
settled  first  in  Lyons,  then  in  Hopewell, 
antl  afterward  came  to  Ilalford,  now  Avon. 
Later  he  went  to  the  t(nvn  of  Rush,  bought  a 
large  tract  of  tind^er  lanti,  and  built  his  log 
house,  living  the  primitive  life  of  the  wilder- 
ness, five  miles  away  from  his  nearest  neigh- 
bor and  with  only  bridle  paths  to  connect  him 
with  civilization.  Here  he  died  in  1826. 
The  maiclen  name  of  his  wife  was  Susanna 
Layman.  She  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  I'hilip  Layman.  George 
I'rice,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Sherman,  was  very 
)  oung  when  he  came  to  New  York ;  and, 
l)eing  the  third  son,  much  of  his  life  was 
spent  with  his  parents.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years.  His  wife's  name  was 
I'^izabeth  Martin.  She  also  was  born  in 
Maryland,  and  was  mother  of  eleven  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherman  have  three  chiUlren 
—  Amanda  J.,  wife  of  Horace  L.  Bennett,  of 
'Rochester;  iMances  C,  wife  of  John  A. 
-Munson,  (jf  Savannah,  Wayne  County;  and 
Walter  H.,  who  married  Harriet  C.  Mitchell, 
and  resides  in  Rochester,  N.^'. 


■^rrypVORTlMI'R    N.   COLL,  of  the  firm 
L=  I  =7    of    C(de    ilv    Antlrus,    dealers  in 
I  JIL  (        hardware  and  carriages,  Castile, 
— ^  N.Y.,  was  l)orn  in  Devonshire, 
England,    Sei)tember    1,     1853.     His  great- 
grandfather, I'hilip  Cole,  who  was  a  farmer  in 
ICngland,    died    in    his   eighty-seventh  year, 
having    rearetl    thirteen    cliildren — Thomas, 
William,    Abraham,    I'hiliii.    John,  Samuel, 
Ann,  Joseph,  Alary,  Jane,   Lliza,  Susan,  and 
Hannah.     Thomas,  the  eldest  of  the  family, 
was   born    in   England,  and   there  spent  his 


1  life,  engagetl  in  the  manufacture  of  boots  and 
!  shoes.     lie  was  eight)'-si\  years  of  age  at  the 
I  time  of  his  death;  and  his  wife,  Mary  Joshlin, 
I  passed  awa)'  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  They 
I  left  six  children  —  Samuel,  Alexander,  ICliza- 
1  beth,  aiul  Llias,   who  came  to  America;  and 
I  Maria  and  Joseph,  who  remained  in  lingland. 
Samuel,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  receiveil  his  education  and  spent  the 
early  part  of  his  life  in  his  native  land,  where 
he  married  Ann  Rudtl.     In  1854  he  came  to 
America,  and  settled  in  I'err)',  where  his  wife 
died  in  1873.     She  left  two  children  —  I\Iorti- 
mer   N.,  and   his   sister,  I'^lizabeth  M.,  who 
was  born  in  I'err}',  and  tlied  when  twenty-two 
years   of  age.     Samuel   Cole's   second  wife, 
Lida  Gray,  was   born   in  Castile,  December 
10,    1838,   daughter   of    Richaril    and  Mary 
(Coleman)  Gray.     Samuel  Cole  is  a  Republi- 
can, and  both  lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
!  the  Methodist  lipiscoial  church.     They  live  a 
j  retired  life  in  their  pleasant  home  in  Perry. 
Mortimer  N.  Cole  was  educated  at  Perry 
Academy,  after  which  he  entered  the  emplo)' 
of   R.  K.  Merdorff,  of   Perry.     Here   he  re- 
mained as  clerk  for  five  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  same  ca- 
pacity by  C.  P.  Andrus,  a  merchant  of  Perry, 
with  whom  he  served  a  term  of  seven  years. 
In  1885,   in  connection  with  D.  S.  Andrus, 
he   bought   the  hardware  store  of  Davidson 
Brothers    at    Castile.     They    have  enlarged 
their  business  and  extended  their  trade,  until 
now  they  occupy  a  spacious  store  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Main  and  Washington  Streets  in  Cas- 
tile; and    here   they   displa}'   a   fine   line  of 
hardware,  v,-agons,    stoves,    and   furnaces,  in 
connection  with  which  they  ha\e  a  large  ware- 
house for  carriages. 

In  1877  Mr.  Cole  married  (iracia  Andrus, 
daughter  of  C.  !'.  and  Clarissa  (Billings) 
Andrus.  C.  P.  Anihus  was  horn  in  Shafts- 
bury,  Bennington  County,  \'t.,  September  8, 
1822,  son  of  David  and  Mary  (Parks)  Andrus 
and  grandson  ot  Isaac  Amhiis,  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  who  alter  his  marriage  had  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Bennington  County, 
Yermout,  the  journey  being  maile  with  o.k 
teams.  Isaac  carried  on  farming,  besides 
wdiich  he  kept  a  tavern  for  many  years.  He 
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died  at  an  advanced  age,  leavin<^  a  lar<^e  fam- 
ily. His  suii  Daviil,  wIkj  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, Maicli  29,  1779,  continued  tlic  hotel 
business  at  Shatlsbur)'  for  forty  years,  during 
which  time  he  made  frequent  trips  to  Cayuga 
antl  Wyoming  Counties  in  this  State,  assist- 
ing the  earl)'  pioneers  in  moving  their  fam- 
ilies to  their  new  liomes.  While  here  in 
1810  he  b(jught  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  where  the  village  of  Wyoming  is  now 
locatetl,  and  in  1S12  removed  his  family 
hither.  His  uncle  Isaac  had  previously  set- 
tled in  that  section,  and  kept  a  small  log- 
tavern.  lla\ing  some  trouble  with  the  Ind- 
ians, and  feeling  tlie  effects  of  the  war,  David 
shortly  returned  to  Vermont  with  his  family 
for  safety,  sending  instructions  to  his  uncle 
to  sell  his  land.  He  engaged  in  farming  in 
Vermont  until  1833,  when  he  removed  to  the 
town  of  Castile,  Wyoming  County,  N.Y.,  and 
buying  a  farm  on  the  west  side  of  Silver  Lake 
resided  there  until  his  death,  February  8, 
1S61.  His  wife,  Mary  Parks  Andrus,  born 
January  9,  1787,  died  I\Iarch  2,  1839,  l<^aving 
a  family  of  nine  children. 

C.  P.  Andrus  was  ecUicated  in  Vermont, 
and  in  1834  came  to  Castile,  spending  his 
simimers  in  farming  and  his  winters  in  teach- 
ing. In  1846  he  bought  ninety  acres  ot  land 
west  of  the  lake  iri  the  town  of  Castile,  and 
there  made  a  home  for  his  young  wife,  Cla- 
ri.^sa  Billings,  whom  he  married  in  that  year. 
.She  was  the  daughter  of  Asa  and  Nancy  (Ga- 
lusha)  Billings,  natives  of  Vermont.  Nancy 
Galusha  was  the  daughter  of  John  Galusha, 
the  fifth  Governor  of  that  State.  Asa  Bill- 
ings was  a  ^\'hig  and  an  active  politician  in 
Vermont.  He  tlietl  at  the  age  of  fifty-six, 
leaving  a  famil)'  of  ten  children.  Sonn;  time 
after  his  marriage  Mr.  Andrus  engaged  in  the 
livery  business,  and  later  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness, frtmi  which  he  retired  at  the  end  of 
twenty-seven  years.  He  is  a  stanch  Republi- 
can, and  has  held  several  offices  in  the  town. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mortimer  N.  Cole  have  one 
child  —  Lawrence  A.,  born  I'V'bruary  26, 
1883,  who  is  now  in  college.  Mr.  Cole  is  a 
Republican,  and  is  at  jiresent  Supervisor  of 
the  town  of  Castile,  11  member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Workmen,  of   the   Select  Knights, 


and  one  of  the  fire  department  of  Castile.  He 
is  Secretar)'  and  .Superintendent  of  the  Cas- 
tile water-works  and  I'resident  of  the  i'ditsac 
Manufacturing  Company.  Mrs.  Cole  is  (organ- 
ist at  the  ]5aptist  church,  of  which  society  she 
is  a  member.  Mr.  C(de  is  am(jng  the  most 
successful  business  men  of  Castile.  His 
]jleasant  and  genial  manner,  as  well  as  his 
good  judgment  and  interest  in  the  |)ublie  wel- 
fare, ha\"e  won  for  him  the  good  w  ill  of  all. 


RANK  n.  DODGI',  M.D.,  of  ^bnmt 
IMorris,  is  an  al)le  representati\e  of 
the  medical  fraternit)'  of  Livingston 
Count)'.  He  was  born  on  Xoveniber  7,  1837, 
in  the  town  of  Leicester,  in  this  county,  son  (jf 
James  L.  and  Mary  K.  (Budrow)  Dodge,  and 
comes  of  New  I'Jigland  antecedents,  his  great- 
grandfather D(x]ge  having  been  born  and 
reared  to  maturity  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
A  few  years  alter  mai'riage  that  ancesttn"  re- 
mo\ed  to  Western  Massachusetts,  settling  in 
the  town  of  Hawley,  where  he  bought  a  farm, 
and  among  the  rocks  and  rills  of  that  hill)' 
country  engaged  in  general  farming  (hiring  the 
remaining  years  of  his  earthly  existence. 

His  son  Thomas,  from  whom  the  Doctor  is 
descentled,  was  born  in  New  London,  Conn., 
.\l)ril  16,  1793,  and  was  but  an  infaiit  when 
the  faniily  remo\'ed  to  Massachusetts,  he  being 
carried  in  the  arms  ot  his  mother,  who  made 
the  journey  on  horseback.  He  was  educated 
in  Hawley,  an(.l  assisted  in  tilling  the  home 
fariii  until  1816,  when  he  wended  his  wa)'  on 
loot  to  tlie  Western  trout ier,  ijroceeding  as  lar 
as  Chautau(|ua  Count)',  X.\'. ,  w  here  he  wa:^ 
employed  during  the  winter  season  in  chop- 
jiing  woo(.l.  In  the  sjiring  lie  began  to  joui- 
nc)'  homeward,  walking  as  far  as  Canandaigu.i, 
w'heii  he  came  across  a  tarnier  who  was  on  liis 
wa)'  to  .'Mbany  with  a  load  of  w  heat,  and  w  ith 
him  he  secured  a  ride.  Aftei'  a  short  \isit 
at  the  parental  homestead  Thomas  again 
started  for  Xew  \'ork  .State;  but  this  time 
he  was  accompanied  I))'  a  tair  ^llung  l.)ri(le, 
whom  he  had  induced  to  lea\e  lier  parent>, 
and  with  hiin  establish  a  home  in  the  wilder- 
ness. Purchasing  a  tract  of  hea\'i  1\'  timbeied 
land   in   the   town    of    Leicester,  Lixingstoii 
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County,  he  clcarctl  an  opening  and  proceeded 
to  build  a  lo^;'  cabin  in  \\hicli  to  begin  house- 
keeping. I'here  l)eing  no  sawed  lumber  in 
the  \icinitv,  he  split  shakes  to  cover  the  roof, 
and  hewed  planks  lor  the  floor.  The  furniture 
was  honie-niade,  anil  ot  the  humblest  descrip- 
tion, stools  taking  the  place  of  chairs.  lie 
was  bra\'e  of  heart  and  si  long  of  constitu- 
tion; and  in  the  )-eais  that  iolloued  he  cleared 
antl  imi)ro\etl  a  \aluable  farm,  erected  a  good 
set  of  frame  buildings,  making  the  homestead 
which  he  had  reclaimed  from  the  wilderness 
his  al)iding-place  until  his  decease,  April  14, 
1S76.  In  1817  was  solemnised  his  union  with 
Phcebe  l'^)rbes.  She  was  a  native  of  Buck- 
land,  Franklin  Count)',  Mass.,  being  the 
daughter  of  Jotham  h'orbes,  who  was  a  soldier 
of  the  RcN'olutionary  War,  and  a  pi(jneer  of  the 
town  of  \'ork,  in  this  count)-.  Her  husband, 
Thomas  l-)(jdge,  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  181  2.  She  bore  him  hve  children;  namely, 
Jotham,  Amelia  Louisa,  James  L. ,  Thomas 
A. ,  and  Kate. 

James  L.  Dodge  was  boiii  in  the  town  of 
Leicester,  X.V.,  Jul)'  24,  1825,  and,  after 
receiving  a  good  education  in  the  place  of  his 
nati\ity,  commenced  his  career  as  a  teacher, 
being  thus  engaged  for  six  winters,  one  ot 
which  he  taught  in  ()hio.  lie  afterward  en- 
gaged in  agriculture,  and,  hax  ing  succeeded  to 
the  ownership  of  the  old  home  tarm,  has  since 
resided  there,  following  that  pleasant  and 
hc-althful  occupation.  He  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried, his  fu  st  wife,  Mary  L. ,  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Louisa  Hudiow,  was  born  in  Leices- 
ter, August  4,  1830,  and  remained  with  her 
parents  until  the  time  of  her  marriage,  No- 
vember  7,    1851.     -She   |)asscd   to  the  higher 
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—  i-"red  H. ,  l''rank  H. ,  Alar)  ,  and  Thomas  L. 
The  maiden  name  of  the  second  wife  of  Mr. 
Dodge,  to  whom  he  was  united  November  14, 
1866,  was  Lucy  H.  1-ilakeslee.  She  was  born 
in  the  town  of  \'ork,  daughter  of  .Seneca  and 
Lucy  (Hull)  Hlakeslee,  and  of  this  union  four 
children  have  been  rearetl  ;  namely,  Hertha, 
Harry,  Irving,  ami  Robert.  In  politics  Mr. 
Dodge  is  a  sijund  Reiniblican,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist 
ch  urch. 


Frank  B.,  son  of  James  L.  and  Mary  K. 
Dodge,  recei\'ed  his  elementar)'  education  in 
the  district  school,  and  was  afterward  a  stu- 
dent at  the  (ienesee  Normal  .School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1877.  He  began 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  i'\  II.  Mover, 
ol  Moscow,  and,  after  attend i ng  lectures  at  the 
College  of  l'h)sicians  and  .Surgeons  at  Balti- 
more, recei\etl  his  diploma  from  that  institu- 
tion with  the  class  of  1880.  Dr.  Dodge  spent 
a  )ear  in  Baltinioie  as  Resident  Physician  at 
the  City  Hospital,  and  then  located  his  office 
at  Mount  .Morris,  where  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  the  active  piactice  of  his  profession, 
having  won  in  a  marked  degree  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  the  communit)'. 

In  1884  Dr.  Dodge  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Anna  Chamberlain,  a  native  of 
West  Sparta,  and  a  daughter  of  Harlan  G. 
Chamberlain,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears  in 
another  part  of  this  \'olume.  'I'wo  children 
have  come  to  bless  this  union —  Lloi.'^e  and 
Maiy.  The  Doctor  is  a  memlier  of  the  Liv- 
ingston County  Medical  Association,  of  the 
Central  New  \'ork  Metlical  Society,  and  of  the 
Western  New  York  Medical  Association.  He 
is  also  a  prominent  h'ree  Mason,  lieing  Master 
of  Mount  Morris  Lodge,  No.  122,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.  Both  he  and  his  excellent  wife  are 
valued  members  of  the  Baptist  church.  In 
])olitics  Di'.  Dodge  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
princijiles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  a 
member  ot  the  Reimblican  Town  Committee. 
During  President  Harrison's  administration  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  (jf  Pension  Exam- 
iners. He  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in 
everything  peitaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
town  in  which  he  li\es,  being  es|)ecially  inter- 
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.'\J()R  WILLIAM  WWLBRIDGl-:, 
who  wis  l)orn  in  Attica,  X.\'., 
No\'ember2l,  i8i2,  is  the  oldest 
natix'e  resident  of  the  town,  wheie 
he  is  now  passing  his  declining  years  in  jileas- 
ant  retirement.  His  father,  Justus  Walbridge, 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  having  been 
born  in  Ih  imheld  in  1 778.     In  1804  he  \-isited 
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this  section  ol  Xew  \'()ik,  biit  did  nut  make 
a  permanent  settlement  here  until  1808,  when 
he  ai;ain  eame  to  this  emnU)-,  and  bought  one 
lunulreil  ami  l\venl\ -ei^hl  acres  of  land  ot  i5en- 
janiin  Nelson.  'l'hi^  land  was  heavily  tini- 
l)ere(l  ;  but  he  laboretl  with  persistence  until 
he  had  imijro\ed  a  \aluable  homestead,  and 
had  become  one  of  the  nu)st  substantial  and 
influential  citizens  of  the  town.  Unlike  the 
larger  part  of  the  pioneer  settlers,  he  was  a 
man  of  some  means,  and  not  only  paid  cash  for 
his  land,  but  loaned  money  to  new-comers  and 
iieii;hborii\L;  friends. 

In  iSio  J  u^tu^  W'albriilge  married  Jumice 
Osliorne,  a  natixe  of  Oneida  County,  who  came 
here  with  her  parents  in  1804,  her  father,  a 
Baptist  minister,  ha\  ing  been  called  to  preach 
in  Attica.  l■^)ur  childien  were  born  to  them, 
the  following  being  tlieir  record:  William  is 
the  subject  of  this  brief  sketch.  Harriet  died 
at  the  age  of  se\enteen  years.  Reuben,  born 
in  1 81 7,  died  in  1S5:!,  leax  ing  a  w  idow  and 
two  childien,  who  are  now  lixing  in  Iowa. 
Mahdna,  witloxv  of  I'aulinus  Chaddock,  lix'es 
on  her  farm  in  Middlebury.  Mr.  W'albridge 
passed  to  the  life  beyontl  in  1840;  and  Mrs. 
W'albriilge,  x\ho  sub.sei[uently  became  the  wife 
of  W'illard  'i'hom]')son,  of  Alassachusetts,  died 
in  1876,  and  her  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
new  cemetery  in  Attica,  beside  that  of  her  first 
liusband  and  two  of  their  children,  who  had 
preceded  her  to  the  lietler  land. 

William  Walbridge  lixed  at  home  xvith  his 
parents,  attending  the  district  school  antl 
WHjrking  on  the  farm,  until  he  attained  his 
majoritx',  xx'hen  he  marrietl  I.ois  Lindsay,  a 
daughter  of  Caleb  I.iiulsax',  a  history  of  wliose 
life  max'  be  found  in  connection  with  the 
sketch  of  Martin  Lindsa)'.  'Ihe  pathxvay  of 
Major  and  Mrs.  Walbridge  has  been  bright- 
ened by  the  biith  of  Ncxen  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Henry  W. ,  a  farnier,  xxdio  has  two 
children;  M3ron  I"..,  a  resilient  of  Attica,  xvho 
has  a  xx'ife  ami  two  cliihlren  ;  William  M.,  a  far- 
mer and  stock  dealer,  ic^iding  near  his  father, 
who  has  a  xxdfe  ami  six  children;  Harriet  , 
who  is  the  wife  of  INIichael  Laricker,  of  Attica; 
F.llen  H.,  the  wife  of  O.scar  D.  Hamlin,  of 
l^atax  ia,  xxho  has  thiee  children  ;  John  ;  and 
J'" rank  K. ,  xx  ho  is  married  and  had  (Uie  daughter. 


The  first  few  }'ears  after  their  mairiage  the 
Major  and  his  xvife  lixetl  on  the  parental  home- 
stead, xx'hicli  joins  his  pre^i.'nt  propertx  on  tlie 
south.  In  lN^8  be  bought  the  l.irm  wliere 
the)'  now  resitle,  the  are.i  of  xvhiLh  was  lor- 
merl)'  much  larger  than  now,  he  hax  ing  owned 
at  one  time  two  huncb'ed  and  txxo  acres.  Hax'- 
ing  improxed  the  land  until  it  was  all  in  a 
pioductixe  comlition,  he  Ikis  sold  portions  at 
diffei'ent  times,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine 
estate  of  sixtx'-eight  acres.  His  unicpie  and 
altractixe  dwelling,  built  of  cobblestones,  xvas 
erected  ihirty-six  years  ago.  Major  Walbridge 
has  alwa)'s  taken  an  actixe  and  intelligent  in- 
terest in  the  xxelfare  of  his  town  and  coimt}'. 
He  has  serxed  xvith  fidelit)"  as  Assessor  and 
Superx  isor,  and  has  held  the  ofifices  of  High- 
xsa)'  Commissioner  and  Town  Collector.  He 
has  always  been  a  sound  JJenujcrat,  and  an 
infiuential  man  in  his  jnuty  ;  and  he  h;is  been 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternit\'  tor  more 
than  fort)'  years. 
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RUSSKLL  STONl^:,  a  well-known 
farmer  ami  Inmbei'  dealer  of  Lix'onia, 
his  n;iti\e  toxx'n,  xvas  born  on  April  19, 
1858.  'bhe  first  of  the  family  who 
in  Lix'onia  was  his  grandfather,  Joel 
who  came  here  in  1804.  He  was  a 
natix'e  ot  Connecticut;  and  the  journex'  from 
that  Stiite  to  I.ixingston  County,  New  York, 
occu[)ietl  three  xveeks,  corning  as  he  did  by 
slow  stages,  the  rough  wagons  xvhich  conx  exed 
his  famil)'  and  household  goods  over  the  lonel)' 
ami  almost  untraxelled  highways  of  a  sparsely 
settled  coimtrx'  being  drawn  by  oxen.  The 
humlreci  acres  of  xvild  land  xvhich  he  took  u\) 
hail  to  be  cleared  ol  the  lorest  growth,  and  a 
log  house  built  of  the  felled  trees.  With  that 
energy  which  is  the  characteristic  of  the  m.n'i 
xvho  dares  to  enter  a  nexv  field  of  effort,  the 
xvork  of  establishing  a  home  xvas  steadily  car- 
rietl  forward.  The  i)ioneer  farmer  and  buihler 
at  length  died  beneath  the  i'o(jf  of  the  house 
his  hands  had  fashioned. 

His  son  and  namesake,  Joel,  xxho  xvas  boin 
in  the  humble  cottage  of  the  pioneer  farmer, 
accpiired  a  more  liberal  education  than  the 
ax'eiage  countr)'  )'outh  of  that  time  ami  section 
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usually  boasted,  attending  both  tlic  district 
schools  and  Canaiulaigua  Academy.  lie  was 
a  farmer  antl  spent  his  lite  on  the  old  liome- 
stead  ;  but  he  was  also  a  civil  eni^^ineer  and 
surve)'or,  ami  was  lor  several  }'ears  .Super\'isor 
ot  the  town.  lie  married  a  relative  of  the 
same  name,  Miss  Anna  Stone,  by  whom  he 
hatl  fi\e  chihlren  —  I.ucy  M.,  Mstella,  J.  Ivus- 
sell,  I'^llis,  and  h'rank.  The  first-named  died 
at  eighteen  }eai"s  of  age.  Ivstella  died  in 
1S71.  l'~llis  was  married  twice,  his  first  wife 
being  llatlie  Maish,  ol  Rochester,  who  be- 
came the  mother  ot  one  son,  lloward.  Ills 
second  wife  was  Miss  Jennie  Short,  a  tkiughter 
of  Truman  and  Delia  (.Ste\eiis)  Short.  There 
was  one  son  born  of  this  second  marriage,  who 
bore  the  name  of  Truman  in  honor  of  his  ma- 
ternal grandfather.  I'rank  .Stone  married  Miss 
Alberta  l-'owler,  of  I.ixonia.  Their  three 
children  were  :  I'".lmci',  Marion,  and  Lucy. 

J.  Russell  .Stone  was  educated,  as  was  his 
father,  in  the  tlistrict  schools  and  Canaudaigua 
Acadenn'.  He  has  been  a  farmer  and  lumber 
dealer  e\er  since  he  entered  the  arena  of  inde- 
jjendent  life,  and  has  been  successful  in  both 
lines  of  business.  His  residence,  which  is 
one  of  the  handsomest  and  most  attractive 
homes  in  Li\'onia,  was  completed  in  1881. 
He  owns,  besiiles  thex  illage  property,  a  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  hnul  near  the  old  place. 
Jn  1882  he  was  married  to  Miss  Nellie  I"",. 
Care}',  the  daugliter  of  Hubbard  G.  and  Mary 
(Hurlburt)  Carey.  The\'  ]ia\e  two  children --- 
Albert  and  Mabel.  in  religious  faith  Mr. 
Stone  is  a  ]'resl)}  terian.  1  ie  has  always  been  a 
ReiJublican  in  politics,  and  his  first  Presidential 
\-ote  was  cast  in  1880  for  James  A.  Garfield. 


W\  /  W.    WHITNEY,  a 

ViiA/  farmer  resitling  in  the  town  of 
h-iglc',  \V\'oming  County,  N.  Y. , 
where  he  was  born  on  the  18th  of  November, 
1827,  is  of  New  Iingland  ancestry,  his  father 
and  grandfather  both  haxing  been  natix'cs  of 
New  Ham])shire.  The  latter,  Joshua  Whit- 
ney, bought  a  farm  in  luigle,  and  established 
his  home  where  his  descendants  are  nowlix'- 
ing.  His  son  anil  namesake,  Joshua,  who  was 
born  in   1795,   was  a  diligent    stutlent  at  the 


district  school,  and,  after  finishing  the  course 
there,  taught  scho(d  lor  some  time.  Upon 
attaining  his  majoi-it\',  he  purchased  land  in 
Pike,  which  he  cleared  and  ^old,  investing  the 
moiic)-  received  in  a  farm,  where  his  son, 
Washington  W. ,  was  boi'u.  This  he  sold  in 
turn,  and  he  mox'ed  to  luist  Pike.  Mr.  Joshua 
Whitney  dietl  at  his  son's  home  in  the  seventy- 
fifth  year  ot  his  age.  His  wife,  who  tormerly 
was  Miss  I'^lmira  h'uller,  was  boi  ii  in  1 800, 
her  nati\e  home  being  on  the  banks  ol  the 
beautiful  Genesee  Ri\"er.  Of  the  nine  children 
born  ot  this  union  tlieie  are  two  now  ]i\ing 
—  \\'ashington  W. ,  at  whose  home  the  mother 
died;  and  jMary  C,  Mrs.  Mead. 

Washington  W.  Whitney,  when  a  young  man, 
purchased  thirt)'  acres  of  land  from  his  father, 
and  at  the  death  of  the  latter  became  the 
owner  of  the  jniternal  estate,  where  he  now 
lives,  his  farm  consisting  of  twd  hundred  and 
ten  acres.  In  1852  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Susan  Clements,  who  was  boin  August  14, 
1833,  the  daughter  of  Mi'.  .Samuel  Clements, 
a  \'einiont  farmei'.  Three  chihlren  weie  b(n"n 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitney — jMank  J.,  Wilber, 
and  Jennie.  P^'ank  J.  married  Miss  Lucy 
York,  and  they  have  five  children,  namel)' : 
Mautl,  who  is  now  Mrs.  lidward  Gillespie,  and 
the  mother  of  one  child.  Pearl;  Carle;  Mary- 
ette  ;  lulith  ;  and  Walter.  Jennie,  who  mar- 
ried I\lr.  John  (iriflin,  has  one  son,  Charles 
\V.  (iiifhn.  Wilbei-  Whitney,  the  secoml 
child,  is  at  home.  All  of  the  famih'  connec- 
tion are  engaged  in  larming;  and  the)'  are 
joined  in  the  bonds  of  a  common  political 
faith,  fjcing  waini  Re|)ubl icans. 

Mr.  Washington  W.  Wliitiuw  ser\eil  as  a 
volunteer  in  the  hederal  ariii\'  dui'ing  the  hc>t 
two  )'ears  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellidii,  and 
was  in  eighteen  ])rominent  engagements,  in 
se\'eral  ot  which  he  was  se\ere]\'  wouiuLhI  ; 
and  indeed  he  still  sultei'S  from  the  result  of 
the  exjiosure  incident  to  campaigning.  A  taste 
for  military  life  seems  to  be  hcreditar\'  in 
the  Whitne\'  f.miih  ;  for,  besides  the  four 
brothers  who  toUL;lU  with  chi\alrous  \aloi'  in 
the  Ci\  il  W,ir,  Mr.  Whitne\ 's  grandfather  and 
three  ol  his  uncles  st;r\ed  under  the  ^American 
Hag  during  the  Re\'olution.  Joshua  Whitney 
was  one  of  the  Assistant  Surgeons  during  the 
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Civil  War,  but  did  more  in  the  line  of  inflict- 
in<j;  wounds  than  healing  them,  as  he  was 
usual]}'  on  the  held  n(  battle  as  a  soldier  rather 
tlian  a  surgeon.  ()iie  brother  lay  down  his 
lite  for  the  eause  of  American  freedom  and  a 
perpetual  union,  and  each  one  served  with 
honorable  distinction. 

Civic  affairs  ha\e  since  that  period  engaged 
I\Ir.  Whitney's  attention;  and  he  has  efii- 
cientl)'  tilled  the  offices  of  Overseer  of  the 
]'oi>r,  .Assessor,  and  other  [daces  of  trust. 


AMES  lUGGART,  one  of  the  long- 
established  residents  of  the  town  of 
York,  Idvingston  County,  N.Y.,  was 
born  in  IreUuul,  June  I  I,  1828,  and 
was  twenty-five  years  old  when  he  embarked 
for  America.  lie  was  young  and  full  of  cour- 
age; and  with  wife  and  three  months'  old 
baby  the  long  voyage  of  five  weeks  and  three 
days  on  the  ck)se,  confnied  ship  were  passed 
in  patience  and  with  that  animation  which 
springs  from  a  hope  in  the  future.  On  his 
arrival  he  came  to  the  t(nvn  of  York,  and  for 
si.\  long  )ears  worked  bv  the  month  for  wages. 
He  then  rented  lam!  tor  two  years;  and  after 
that  he  was  able  to  purchase  the  same  farm, 
which  contained  ninety-six  acres.  He  re- 
mained there  for  six  years.  Then  he  came 
back  to  York,  and  bought  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  about  three  years  ago.  At  that 
time,  1891,  he  resoh'ed  to  locate  himselt  and 
his  family  in  a  home  which  was  more  in  ac- 
cordance with  liis  circumstances  of  financial 
prosperity.  Accordingl)',  he  has  erected  a 
fine  large  ilwell  ing-house,  with  all  modern 
conveniences,  in  which  they  now  resitle.  Mr. 
Higgart  now  has  in  all  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five   aci'es   of    land    under  cultix'ation. 

Ml'.  Higgart  was  married  to  Miss  I^li/.abeth 
'riiomi)son,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  William 
Thompson,  of  North  Ireland.  They  have  had 
six  children  — William  J.,  deceased,  at  the 
age  of  forty-two;  Duncan,  who  also  died,  aged 
twenty-eight;  James;  ITi/.abeth;  Jane;  and 
ICninia.  James  'married  Miss  Knima  I'own- 
send  ;  and  they  have  two  children  —  Georgie 
A.   and    Mabel    K.     Elizabeth   niarried  Mr. 


I'larl  E.  Hudson;  they  reside  in  Genesee 
Ctninty,  and  have  (jue  child  —  Geoige  I). 
Hudson.  Jane  was  married  to  h'rank  Shan- 
non; they  reside  in  \'ork,  and  their  only 
child  is  christened  Bertha.  l-^nima  niarried 
IIaiiiiltfMi  Rippey,  a  resident  of  York. 

Mr.  Hiij' '■art's  father  came  from  the  old 
country  to  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  but  re- 
turned to  Ireland,  and  dieil  there,  being  too 
strong!}'  attached  to  his  early  honie  to  make  a 
contented  emigrant.  Endowed  with  tlie  ster- 
ling qualities  of  industr}',  perse\'erance,  ami 
honesty,  which  ha\e  been  so  often  reprotluced 
on  this  American  soil  to  the  great  athantage 
of  the  State  and  nation,  Mr.  James  Biggart 
stands  as  a  representati\'e  of  what  Ireland's 
sons  can  achie\'e  when  given  the  oj^portun ity. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
In  p(ditics  he  has  always  voted  the  Rei)ubli- 
can  ticket,  and  he  has  creditably  filled  the 
office  of  Commissioner  of  Highways. 


EBIUvT  O.  SKIEE,  a  prominent  citi- 
zen aiid  merchant  in  Pike,  W\'oming 
County,  was  born  in  the  town  where 
he  now  lives,  on  January  2,  1839, 
l)eing  a  great-grandson  of  Stephen  Skiff,  who 
canie  to  Pike  in  18 16.  .Steijhen's  parents, 
Beiijaniin  and  Edizabeth  K.  Skiff,  were  of 
Puritan  descent.  They  moved  from  the  town 
of  Kent,  Eitchfield  County,  Conn.,  to  I'ort 
.Sirring  in  the  Wyoming  valley,  Pennsylvania, 
anil  were  witnesses  of  the  terrible  \\'\'oini)ig 
massacie,  in  which  so  many  unfortunate  set- 
tlers met  fearful  ileaths.  'Phe  .Skiffs  escaped 
through  the  aid  ot  a  friendh'  Iinlian,  and  re- 
turned as  soon  as  possible  to  Connecticut. 
Benjaniin  .Skilf  died  at  Hartwick,  X.\'.,  to 
which  place  they  iiad  mo\'ed.  His  widow 
passed  the  latter  part  of  her  life  at  Pike,  and 
was  buried  in  the  cenieter}'  at  ICast  Kov,  N.\'. 

Their  lourth  son,  .Stephen  Skiff,  entered 
the  Continental  army  at  sixteen  years  of  age, 
and  sei'\'ed  for  seven  years  in  the  Revolution. 
He  was  in  General  .Sul  I  ix'an's  exiieilition  up 
the  (jcnesee  xalley.  He  married  Adah  B.ites, 
who  was  born  May  24,  1762,  and  died  I'ebi'ii- 
ar}'  2,  i84().  Seven  children  were  born  of 
this  union.     Samuel  B.,  the  fourth  chiki,  was 
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horn  in  Connecticut,  January  4,  1790.  He 
came  to  Otse^H)  County,  New  York,  when  he 
was  a  )'oungnian;  ami  there  married  listher 
I'rid  e,  horn  May  jO,  i/^iS.  In  181 3  they 
came  to  I'ike,  N,V.,  and  settled  on  a  farm 
now  in  the  possession  of  their  grandson,  John 
A.  Hopkins.  Here  they  spent  tlie  rest  of 
tlieir  li\es.  Their  h)g  cal)in  stood  upon  the 
bank  of  tlie  creek,  tliree  miles  south  of  the  vil- 
lage antl  in  the  midst  of  a  vast  forest.  Mr.  Skilf 
cleared  a  large  tract  of  this  land,  and  left  a 
farm  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation  at  his  death. 
There  was  cpiite  a  family  settlement  of  Skiffs 
here,  for  six  brt)thers  owned  adjoining"  farms. 

Samuel  1^.  ;ind  I'sther  (Pride)  Skiff  had 
three  children,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Micajah, 
was  the  father  of  Albert  O.,  of  Tike.  Mica- 
jah Skiff  was  born  in  Otsego,  January  i, 
I  8  16.  He  marrietl  Miss  Mary  S.  Hopkins,  a 
daughter  of  Alfred  nnd  Huldah  Hopkins,  of 
Hartwick,  Otsego  County.  Miss  Hopkins's 
birth  date  was  March  16,  1S17;  and  her  mar- 
riage to  I\Ir.  Skiff  was  solemnized  on  April 
17,  1835,  in  the  town  of  I'ike,  which  was  then 
in  Allegany  County.  In  1857  they  moved 
from  the  old  homestead  to  the  village  of  Pike, 
l-'our  children  were  born  to  them,  one  of 
whom  was  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Albert  O.  Skiff,  having  attentled  the  dis- 
trict sch(Jol  ot  the  neighborhood  during  his 
early  years,  entered  tlie  Pike  Seminary,  and 
later  graduated  from  the  Poughkeepsie  Busi- 
ness College.  At  twenty-two  years  of  age 
he  was  a  farmer,  but  early  in  the  Civil  War 
he  enlisted  in  the  ranks  of  the  Ninth  New 
York  Volunteer  Cavalry.  At  the  expiration 
of  a  }'ear  he  was  iMomoted  to  be  Sergeant. 
He  re-enlisted  December  19,  1863,  as  a  vet- 
eran, received  a  commission  as  P'irst  Lieuten- 
ant in  the  l'"iftei-nth  New  \'ork  Cavalry,  and 
was  promoted  to  be  Captain  in  February, 
1865.  On  the  hfteenth  day  of  May,  1865, 
Captain  Skiff  was  discharged.  Huring  three 
years  and  eight  months  of  service  he  passeil 
through  rift)--five  engagements  with  the 
eneiii)-,  and  leceived  a  sex'ere  wounii  at  the 
time  i)f  Cieneral  Lee's  surrender  at  Appo- 
mattox, \'a.,  Ajiril  9,  1865,  he  being  one  oi 
General  Custer's  troopers  who  received  the 
tlag  of  truce.     Captain  Skiff  has  the  distinc- 


tion of  being  the  last  person  wounded  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  he  carries  visible 
marks  of  the  last  battle  scars  of  the  war  upon 
his  face  and  neck  to-day.  One  of  the  bad 
effects  of  this  wound  has  been  the  serious  im- 
pairing of  his  hearing,  which  has  preventetl 
him  from  accepting  more  important  town 
offices,  often  and  heartily  tendered  him,  thcUi 
that  of  Town  Clerk,  which  he  has  held  for 
several  years  successively.  He  has  held  the 
office  of  village  President,  also  is  a  charter 
member  of  Garfield  Post,  No.  229,  and  has 
been  a  I'rustee  of  Pike  Seminary  since  1884. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  t(»  Celestia  K., 
daughter  of  Lester  II.  and  Nancy  Sweet,  .Sep- 
tcmlx-r  23,  1868.  ]\Irs.  Skiff  was  born  June 
20,  1843,  at  Hume,  Allegany  County,  N.Y. 
Her  parents  came  to  that  place  from  Oppen- 
heim,  Fulton  County  N.Y.,  resitling  there 
until  1856,  when  they  removed  to  Pike,  Mr. 
Sweet  at  that  time  being  a  retired  wealthy 
farmer.  Mrs.  Skiff  was  educated  at  the  Pike 
Seminary,  and  afterward  devoted  part  of  h(.r 
time  to  teaching.  A  talented  woman,  she  has 
been  an  intelligent  helpmeet  to  her  husband. 
Since  the  war  Mr.  Skiff  has  conducted  a  vari- 
ety store,  in  which  boots  and  shoes  are  a  spe- 
cialty, kee|3ing  the  best-made  stock.  He  has 
held  the  office  of  Postmaster  for  the  past  four 
years,  but  is  now  ilevoting  his  time  to  his 
store  ami  to  his  duties  as  Notary  Public  ami 
United  States  Claim  and  Pension  Attorney. 
As  citizen  as  well  as  soldier  Captain  Skiff 
has  an  hom)rable  reputation. 


(sTt- ^■l'"^'''^^''-^'-''^    Mc  FARLAND,    a  for- 
ZJj      mer  resilient  of  Caleilonia.  Livingston 
/J|^\        Counts',    N.Y.,    son    of    a  wortlu' 
'  Scotch  settler,  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomery  Count}',    ]'\'biaiary   14,    1S12,  at  the 
tinie  when  this  country  was  drifting  into  the 
second  war  with  Great  Britain.     He  pursued 
his  elenieiitary  stuilies  in  his  native  county, 
and  learned  the  trade  of  tanner  and  currier,  at 
which  he  worked   tor  some  )e,iis;  but,  desir- 
iiig    a    more    lil)eral    education,    he  entered 
Rochester  Cniversit)',  where  he  was  an  ear- 
nest student,  and  where  he  received  a  inental 
training  that  served  him  well   in  later  \-ears. 
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On  leaving  tlie  univcrsit}'  he  returned  to  his 
trade,  and  establishing  a  tannery  in  Caledonia 
was  engaged  in  that  l)usiness  for  some  )'ears. 

Here  he  met  his  future  wife  in  the  person 
of  Miss  Margaret  Simpson,  a  resident  of  the 
town.  They  were  mariied,  and  in  1850 
moved  to  Michigan,  where  Mr.  Mcl'^irland 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  then  the 
leading  industry  of  that  State.  He  was  suc- 
cessful in  his  business  pursuits,  and  took  up 
his  resilience  in  tlie  city  of  Flint,  of  which 
thriving"  community  he  liecame  so  prominent  a 
citizen  that  he  was  elected  Mayor,  holding 
the  office  se\'eral  years.  He  was  President  of 
the  Citizens'  Natidiial  ]3ank  of  that  place 
from  its  incorporation  until  the  close  of  his 
life.  He  dietl  at  the  age  of  seventy  years, 
greatly  respected  for  his  high  personal  quali- 
ties, which  had  endeared  him  to  many.  His 
career  was  t3'picall)'  American.  Entirely  un- 
aided, tlependent  upon  his  own  resources,  he 
made  his  way  tlirough  the  world  and  won  a 
place  of  distinction  among  his  fellows,  besides 
])r(n'iding  a  comfortable  home  for  his  family. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mcl'^arhuul  reared  four  cliil- 
dren,  as  follows:  Jeannette,  who  died  in 
Flint,  Mich.;  Mary,  now  a  resident  of  Flint, 
Mich.;  Alexander,  named  lor  his  father,  also  a 
resident  of  Mint;  and  Anria,  now  Mrs.  Barks. 

Anna  Mcl'\arland  received  her  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  h^lint,  and  came  from 
that  i)lace  to  Caledonia,  N.Y.,  the  former 
liome  of  her  parents,  in  1883.  In  1885  she 
was  united  in  marriage  to  John  H.  Barks,  of 
Caledonia;  and  they  have  since  continuerl  to 
reside  in  the  village.  Mr.  ]5arks  has  been 
the  foreman  of  the  tire  company  for  several 
years,  and  is  a  popular  man  in  Caledonia  and 
the  \ucinity.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Order 
of  Maccabees,  and  in  ])olitics  is  a  Democrat. 
Mr.  and  i\Irs.  Ikirks  liave  two  children — Jnhn 
McFarland  and  Robert  \V.,  both  bright  l)(iys 
of  great  promise. 


'OSICPII  GI'ORGI':,  a  retired  farmer  and 
hotel  keei)er,  residing  at  l'"rink's  Cor- 
ners,   in   the   town   of'  Shekhjn,   is  a 
l^ractical,  intelligent  nian,  whose  dili- 
gent application  to  business  in  the  years  of 


his  manhood's  [jrime  has  placed  liim  in  easy 
circumstances  for  the  days  of  his  waning  ener- 
gies. He  was  boiii  in  ]5elgium  in  1S17,  ami 
came  to  this  country  in  1834  with  the  otlier 
memljers  of  the  [larental  househokl. 

His  father,  Peter  Ceorge,  was  born  in  Bel- 
gium in  1777,  and  in  the  year  1S09  marrieil 
Anna  Kettle,  who  was  born  in  1783.  After 
the  birth  of  their  nine  children  they  left  their 
native  land,  June  16,  1834,  to  come  to  Amer- 
ica, being  fifteen  days  on  their  journe)'  to 
lla\'re,  whence  they  sailed  on  a  merchant 
ship  for  New  York.  Arriving  in  that  cit\' 
after  a  voyage  of  forty-two  da)'s,  he  proceeded 
by  rail  to  Schenectad}',  over  the  first  railway 
built  in  this  country,  the  cars,  then  called 
fire-wagons,  being  the  first  they  had  ever  seen. 
The  journey  was  continued  to  Buffalo  by  the 
canal,  thence  to  Wyoming  County,  where 
said  Peter  George  bought  one  himdred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land,  making  the  payment  of 
fourteen  dollars  an  acre  out  of  his  store  of 
twenty-five  hundred  five-franc  pieces  which 
he  had  brought  with  him.  He  labored  per- 
severingly  and  successfully  to  impro\'e  his 
farm  and  support  his  familv,  residing  on  liis 
place  until  his  demise  in  1847.  His  widow 
survived  him  se\enteen  years,  tlying  at  the 
age  of  eighty-five  years.  One  of  their  chil- 
dren has  since  passed  to  the  higher  life; 
namel)',   Catherine,  who   married    Mr.  Ruhi". 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reaied  to 
agricultural  labor,  and  in  the  days  of  his 
youth  jMcked  up  a  fair  education,  and  was 
especially  fond  of  mathematical  studies. 
After  his  marriage  with  Hannah  ("icorge,  his 
cousin,  lie  settled  near  the  parental  home- 
stead, on  fifty  acres  of  unimproved  lanil,  for 
which  he  ])aid  tu-o  hundred  dollars,  beginning 
his  wetlded  life  in  a  log  shanty.  He  cleared 
his  land,  raised  good  crojis,  and  se\-en  \'ears 
later  built  a  substantial  frame  house,  at  a 
cost  of  fi\e  hundred  dollars.  Mr.  George  sidj- 
sequently  paid  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
for  another  fifty  acres  of  adjoining  land;  and 
thi^  entire  farm  is  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  his  son,  Nicholas.  In  1857  Mi',  (jeorge 
bought  his  present  homesteatl  of  fiftN-four 
acres,  including  the  tavern;  and  nine  \ears 
later   he   removed   here.      For   about  fifteen 
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years  he  kept  a  pul)lic  house,  which  was 
known  far  antl  wide  as  one  ol  the  liest  in  tlie 
vicinity;  and  evm  now,  althon[;h  practically 
retired  from  ;icti\e  Inisiness,  he  occasionally 
entertains  travellers. 

Mr.  Cieorn'e  met  with  an  irreparable  loss  in 
the  (leatli  of  his  wile  in  1883,  in  the  fift)- 
eij^hth  year  of  hei'  a^e.  I'heir  union  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  thirteen  chiltlren,  and 
ot  those  living;"  we  record  the  followinj^:  John, 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  is  in  the  Soldiers" 
Plome  at  Hath,  X.Y.;  J.  Nicholas,  on  the 
hcjme  farm,  has  seven  children;  I-Llizabeth, 
wife  of  Joseph  Lindsay,  of  ]5ennington,  has 
four  childi'en;  .Anna,  wife  of  Mike  Domenis)', 
has  two  chililren;  Jane,  wife  of  Fred  Schwab, 
has  five  children;  Margaret,  wife  t)f  Joseph 
Wochtery,  has  two  children;  Theresa  is  the 
wife  of  James  Lah'uey;  Mary,  wife  of  Peter 
Wochteiy,  has  one  daughter;  Joseph  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years  from  a  burn  ;  William 
lives  at  home  with  his  father  and  his  sister 
Catherine,  who  is  the  housekeeper.  Mr. 
George  has  served  his  fellow-townsmen  as 
Assessor,  Constable,  and  as  Collector,  faitli- 
fully  performing  the  duties  of  each  position. 
Politically  he  is  a  sound  Democrat,  and  re- 
ligiously is  a  Catholic, 


\CAY  n.LARD  W.  WHEELER  is  a 
/sX/  prosperous  farmer  and  grain  dealer 
of  Livonia,  in  Livingston  County, 
New  York,  his  native  town.  The  birth  date 
and  birthplace  of  his  grandfather,  Peter 
Wheeler,  are  alike  unknown.  Mis  home, 
however,  during  a  part  of  his  life,  if  not  all 
of  it,  was  Vermont,  in  which  State  his  son, 
Warner  Wheeler,  was  born.  The  family  had 
probably  lived  in  New  Ijigland  for  several 
generations,  and  were  doubtless  of  ICngli.sh 
ancestiy. 

Li  1807  Warner  Wheeler  turned  his  back 
on  the  green  uplands  and  picturesque  dales  of 
his  native  State,  and  started  on  a  tramp  trip 
westwartl,  seeking  a  new  home  and  better  iip- 
portunities  for  advancement  in  prosperity, 
lie  walked  all  the  way  to  South  Livonia, 
where  he  bought  a  few  aeri's  of  land,  and  set- 
tled.    Gradually  accumulating  money,  he  in- 


vested it  in  land  until  he  was  the  projjrietcjr 
of  one  hunched  and  sixty  acres.  This  he 
cleared,  planted,  and  imjiroxed  by  buildings, 
displaying  grcLit  iiulustry  and  [iractieal  sense. 
Here  he  sj^ent  the  greater  ])art  of  his  life, 
which  extended  n\cv  a  perind  of  eighty-six 
years.  His  wile  was  Miss  Loriuda  Ikiker,  a 
dauglUer  of  Mr.  Timothy  J5aker,  of  Livonia. 
Three  daughters  and  cme  son  were  born  of  this 
marriage;  namely,  IMaria,  Willanl  W.,  Jean, 
and  Delia. 

Willaiil  W.  Wheeler  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools,  antl  has  followed  his  father's 
example  in  being  an  energetic  and  pros]K'r()US 
farmer,  his  acres  numbering  [wu  hundred  and 
ten.  I'"or  twenty-fi\e  or  thirty  years  he  has 
also  been  engaged  in  the  grain  business  in 
Livonia.  In  i860  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  ]'~liza  McDonald.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren. Mr.  Wheeler  has  been  a  zealous  Re- 
publican e\-er  since  the  formation  of  that 
party. 


ffiWrs  lAjOR  JACOP  W.  KXAPP,  who 
— /  ilied  a  lew  years  since  at  his  home 
in  Warsaw,  N.\'.,  where  he  had 
spent  the  larger  |)art  of  his  entire 
lite,  having  been  born  in  this  town  August  20, 
1813,  was  a  descendant  of  sterling  pioneer 
stock,  his  fathei',  grantlfather,  and  several 
othei"  mendiers  of  the  Knai)])  family  having 
settled  in  this  section  of  the  county  in  the 
earl)-  part  of  tliis  centur}'. 

His  giandtather,  William  Knap]),  was  born 
in  Canaan,  Coluiubia  Count}',  X.\'.,  Januar\- 
4,  1758,  and  died  in  Warsaw  in  1817.  He 
married  Olive  Rowle)',  who  boie  him  ten  chil- 
dren—  Daniel,  ()li\e,  William,  John  K., 
Mima,  Sally,  P'.sther,  (hson  S. ,  Hethiah,  and 
IL(ile\-.  Daniel,  the  eldest  child,  was  the 
first  one  to  make  his  wa\'  to  this  [xut  of  the 
Slate.  He  had  pre\  iou'-h'  spent  a  short  time 
in  ()r\ille,  \'t.,  coming  fiom  there  to  Wai'saw 
in  1 8c)('),  and  bringing  with  him  a  |)art  of  his 
nuniei'ous  famih',  he  having  been  thrice  mar- 
ried. He  and  two  of  his  brothers,  William 
ami  John  R.,  were  engaged  in  the  War  of 
18 1  J,  the  two  former  as  oOicers.  ,A11  of  the 
chihlren  rounded  out  a  full   period  of  )ears; 
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and  I'^stlicr,  wlio  nian  ictl  .Abel  Ta}'lor,  of  At- 
tica, li\'cd  til  the  \'en(.Tal)lc  aj^e  of  nincty-fnur 
years. 

John  Iv.  Knai)p,  tlie  fourth  chik!  named 
alj(j\'e,  was  born  in  C'.uiaan,  N.  \".,  Jul)  7, 
l/cS/,  and  renmvL-tl  iioni  tlie  ])lace  of  his  na- 
ti\'it\'  to  Rutland,  \'t.,  where  he  was  united  in 
wedhiek  {n  Afelinda  Wilson.  In  uSij  he 
joinetl  his  lather  and  brothers  in  Warsaw, 
brinj;in^'  his  famil\"  and  j;ootls  with  teams, 
otten  euttiiii;'  a  path  through  the  woods.  b'or 
thirty  }'ears  he  livetl  in  Warsaw,  then  remo\-ed 
to  Marion,  Ohio,  where  the  death  of  his  wife 
occurred  in  1^4^,  when  fifty-se\'en  years  old. 
.She  boi"e  him  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  the  following-  are  nowlix'ing:  William 
L. ,  a  retired  wagon  manufacturer  in  IIow\dl, 
Mich.  ;  ami  John  R.,  Ji-.,  who  was  a  Lieuten- 
ant in  the  late  Ci\  il  War,  and  has  since  held 
a  position  in  the  Second  Auditor's  office  in 
Washington,  ]).C.  On  Jime  24,  1849,  Mr. 
Knapp  was  married  to  L}-dia  l^radfield  ;  and  of 
their  union  one  son  was  born,  James  U. 
Knai)p.  The  father  died  at  his  home  in 
Marion,  Maich  8,  1864;  and  his  widow  still 
occupies  their  Ohio  home. 

Jac(jb  W. ,  son  of  John  R.  Knapp,  was  edu- 
cated in  Warsaw,  and  in  early  life  learned  the 
blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some 
years,  but  afterward  established  a  grocery  busi- 
ness in  the  town  of  Warsaw,  and  from  1852 
until  1861  was  the  \  illage  Postmaster.  r)ur- 
ing  the  recent  civil  conflict  his  valuable  ser- 
vices as  a  bra\e  commanding  officer  won  him 
his  title  of  ^hijor.  Thi'ough  his  efforts  Com- 
pany 1),  ot  the  famous  h'irst  New  York  Dra- 
goons, was  recruited,  in  September,  1862;  and 
he  was  elected  Caiitain  of  the  comjiany,  serv- 
ing as  such  until  January,  1865,  when  for  his 
bra\'e  conduct  he  was  pi-omoted  to  the  rank  of 
Major,  being  subsecjuently  in  command  of  the 
regiment  more  than  half  of  the  time  In  J)e- 
cember,  1864,  while  still  a  captain,  he  led  the 
regiment  into  battle,  and  won  distinction  as 
a  commander;  and  his  intrejiid  charge  at  Cul- 
peper,  \'a. ,  is  noted  in  the  war  records, 
'["hree  of  the  sons  of  Major  Knapp  —  Augus- 
tus, Lucien,  and  Thomas,  ,dl  now  deceased — • 
were  members  of  his  regiment. 

In    1837  I\Iajor  Knapp  was  united  in  mar- 


riage to  Miss  ]'d\ira  I'utnam,  of  Warsaw,  a 
daughter  ol  lulwaul  and  Rachel  (Mutton)  Tut- 
nam  ;  ami  their  happy  wedded  life  exteiuled 
o\er  a  pei  iotl  ol  lilt\'-one  \ears.  'I'hiee  daugh- 
tei's  and  lour  sons  wei"e  born  ol  theii'  union,  of 
whom  the  tollowing  aie  not  li\ing;  Au;4ustus, 
Lucien,  rhomas,  |olin  R.,  and  Margaret. 
I  he  surviving  are  :  .M  i  ss  Oa  roji  ul-  Knapp;  and 
llan  iet,  the  widow  ol  (  Ji'soii  C".  KiKi])p,  who 
died  April  if),  1877,  lea\ing  three  children  — 
Claience  Wilson,  h'rederic  11.,  aiitl  Ldward 
M.,  the  first  of  whom  is  engaged  in  the  laun- 
dr)'  business,  while  the  other  two  sons  are  stu- 
dents at  Hobart  Ctdlege,  in  Cieneva.  The 
sisters  riccupy  the  tamily  home  on  (leneseo 
Street.  (  )rson  C.  Knajjp  was  also  a  soldier  in 
the  late  l-iebellion,  haxing  enlisted  as  a  pri- 
\-ate  in  the  Thirty-third  ()hio  \'<dimteer  In- 
fantry, and  being  afterwartl  pi'omoted  through 
the  \'arious  grades  to  the  rank  of  Captain,  ha\'- 
ing  command  of  Compan)-  I.  He  was  for- 
merly Lulian  Agent  at  l^n  t  Klamath,  Lla. , 
and  after  the  close  ot  the  way  was  a  siddier  in 
the  regular  army  until  the  fall  of  1870,  when 
he  resigned;  and  in  the  following  December 
his  nuptials  with  the  daughter  of  Major  Knapp 
were  celebrated.  In  politics  the  Alajor  was 
always  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  for  more  than 
f(jrty  years  was  a  Justice  of  the  Leace.  He 
and  his  family  were  commimicants  of  the 
Lpiscopal  church. 


-OHN  H.  BROWN,  who  materially 
assists  in  maintaining  the  reputation 
of  this  section  of  Livingston  County 
as  one  of  the  finest  agricultural  and 
fruit-gro'ving  regions  of  the  lM"ni)ire  State,  is 
one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  progressive 
farmers  of  Mount  Moriis.  He  is  a  native  of 
New  V'ork,  having  been  l)orn  May  18,  1853, 
in  the  town  of  Amlover,  .Allegany  Count\'. 
His  lather,  Jolm  W.  Hrown,  was  a  native  of 
Truxton,  Cortland  County,  being  one  of  a 
famil)'  of  ele\'en  children.  His  ])arents  were 
lor  mail)'  }-ears  residents  of  Cortland  Comitv, 
going  from  there,  howe\er,  to  Allegany 
Count)',  and  tlience  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

John  W.  Riown  was  bound  out  wlien  a  bov 
of  eleven  years  to  a  farmer,  with  whom  he 
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lived  until  reachiiifj  his  majority,  receiving 
for  compensation  of  his  services  his  board  and 
clothes  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land.  The 
land  was  in  Truxton  ;  and  he  carried  it  on 
until  1842,  when  he  removed  to  Allegan)' 
County,  settliiiL;  in  the  tnwn  of  Antlovei . 
lUiyin^  a  farm  he  carried  on  mixed  hushanilry 
some  sixteen  year.-i,  then  migrated  to  South 
Dansville,  Steuben  Count}',  where  he  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business,  renting  a  saw-mill,  in 
which  lie  manufactured  the  lumber.  In  1862 
he  enlisted  in  Compan)'  1-",  One  Hundred  and 
b\)rty-hrst  New  York  \'(dunteer  Infantry,  but 
after  a  few  months"  service  in  the  army  was 
discharged  for  physical  disability.  Return- 
ing to  Steuben  Count)-,  he  once  more  became 
a  farmer,  resitling  there  until  1869,  when  he 
sold  his  farm,  and  wended  his  way  to  ]\'Iichi- 
gan.  Locating  near  Bay  Rapids,  Osceola 
County,  he  purchased  a  farm,  on  which  he  has 
since  been  actively  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing. Tile  maiden  name  ol  his  wife  was  Eliza 
Perkins.  She  was  born  in  Andover,  Allegany 
County,  being  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
Lucetta  (Stewart)  I'erkins.  The  latter  was 
descended  from  a  family  noted  for  its  lon- 
gevity, her  mother,  Mrs.  Stewart,  having 
lived  to  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred 
and  eight  years.  John  \V.  and  1^1  iza  (Per- 
kins) Prown  reared  three  children,  as  follows: 
lulgar  \\'.,  who  touglil  in  deience  of  his  coun- 
try during  the  late  Civil  War,  serving  for 
three  years  and  three  months  in  the  same 
regiment  to  which  his  father  belonged;  Ben- 
jamin v.;  ami  John  11.,  the  special  subject  of 
this  brief  sketch. 

John  II.  Brown  was  bred  to  the  life  of  a 
farmer,  and  received  frcjm  his  parents  many  a 
lesson  in  diligence,  honesty,  and  thrift,  which 
have  been  his  guiding  principles  through  life, 
lie  came  to  Mount  Morris  when  but  a  youth, 
and  entered  the  employ  of  Edward  L.  Anient, 
whose  daughter  he  afterwanl  married.  Me 
remained  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Anient  two 
years,  and  then  took  charge  of  the  farm,  which 
he  has  since  successful !)■  managed.  In  1882 
lie  turned  his  attention  to  the  growing  of 
choice  fruits;  and  this  branch  of  his  industry 
he  has  gradually  enlarged,  until  he  now  has 
a  magnificent   orchanl,  containing  six  thou- 


sand j)eaci'i-trees,  three  lumdred  pear-trees, 
besides  an  abundance  of  ajjple,  j)lum,  and 
cherry  trees,  and  the  various  small  fi'uits,  the 
whole  eiubracing  forty-four  acres  of  land  ami 
netting  him  a  handsome  annual  income. 

On  September  22,  1872,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  ot  lolm  II.  Prown  and  Henrietta 
Amenl,  a  daughter  of  Edwartl  L.  and  Mary 
(  Baridiart)  yVment,  a  sketch  of  whose  lives 
may  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 
The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  has  been 
brightened  and  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two 
children Mai^)'  vYment  ami  lulward  A. 
Politically,  Mr.  Prown  isaholid  Republican, 
and  su])i)f)rts  the  ])rinciples  of  that  party  by 
voice  and  \'ote.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of 
Pehvood  Lodge,  No.  315,  Independent  Oriler 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  of  Mount  Morris  Tent  of 
Maccabees.  Poth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prown  are 
conscientious  and  sincere  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  and  hold  a  high  place  in 
the  esteem  ot  their  numerous  triends  and 
accjuaintances. 


T^lDW'ARH  LIAVIS  AMP:NT  was  for 
many  years  an  important  and  useful 
■  citizen  of  Mount  Morris,  where  he 
was  extensively  engaged  in  general  farming. 
He  was  b(U-n  in  .Schenectady,  N.Y.,  on  De- 
cember 12,  1795.  His  father,  ICldrit  Ament, 
was,  as  far  as  known,  a  life-long  resident  of 
the  Empire  .State. 

Mr.  Ament  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Schenectady,  li\  ing  there  until  sixteen  years 
old,  when  lie  came  to  this  ccjunty,  locating  in 
Hansville  at  a  time  when  the  countr)'  was  in 
its  primi,i\e  condition.  He  had  mucli  nati\e 
mechanical  abilil\-,  and  learnetl  the  cabinet- 
makei"'s  trade,  whicli  he  followed  for  several 
years,  carrying  on  a  profitable  business.  He 
subsecpient  ly  bought  a  faian  in  Steuben 
Count)',  where  he  engaged  in  cultivating  the 
soil  until  1854.  Disposing  of  his  interests 
in  that  place,  I\Ir.  Ament  then  visited  Living- 
ston County  with  a  view  to  making  a  perma- 
nent settlement  here,  and  in  the  town  of 
Mount  Morris  bought  a  faini,  a  jiortion  of 
which  is  included  in  the  limits  of  the  present 
village  of  this  name.     With  the  energy  an^l 
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sagacity  that  had  characterized  his  pre\  ious 
efforts  in  agriculture,  Mr.  Anient  began  the 
cultivation  of  his  land.  He  continuetl  pros- 
perously engaged  in  this  occuiKition  until  his 
decease  in  November,  1S77. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Aineiil  was  Mary  l^arnhart, 
a  native  of  l)ans\ille  ami  the  daughter  of 
l-'rederick  l^arnhait.  .She  died  in  1872,  five 
)'ears  before  her  husl)am.l,  at  an  advanced  age. 
Six  children  were  born  of  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Anient,  the  following  being  a  lirief 
mention  —  Nelson  15.  tiled  at  the  age  of  forty- 
three  )'ears;  Chamller  \V.  died  when  forty-one 
}'ears  old;  Cornelia;  Henrietta  A.  became  the 
wife  of  John  II.  l^rown,  of  whom  a  sketch 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  biographical  volume; 
Rhoda  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  and 
Frances  luul  a  short  earthly  life  of  nine  )ears. 
Mr.  Anient  was  a  well-read  and  intelligent 
man,  and  took  a  warm  interest  in  the  enter- 
Ijrises  calculated  to  build  U|j  his  township, 
and  in  ])olitical  matters  uniformly  cast  his 
vote  with  the  Republican  party.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  were  \alued  members  of  the  I'res- 
byterian  church,  ami  they  are  remembered 
as  having  been  held  in  tleserved  respect  and 
esteem. 


(S>r  UGUSTUS  FRANK,  a  banker  in  War- 
til  saw,  whose  financial  acumen  is  recog- 
nized  throughout  the  county,  was 
— '  born  in  that  village,  July  7,  1826. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Andrew  I"' rank,  was 
of  German  birth,  and  came  to  America  in 
1756  witli  his  widowetl  mother  and  an  elder 
sister.  The  I'Vank  family  had  been  noted  for 
many  generations  for  learning  and  philan- 
thropy, and  many  of  this  name  had  been  eminent 
professors  and  men  of  position.  The  sister, 
Catherine,  married  Mr.  Oliver  Mildeburger, 
of  New  V(;rk;  anil  Mrs.  I'rank  made  her  liome 
with  her  during  the  latter  part  of  her  life. 
Andrew,  who  grew  up  under  the  Colonial  gov- 
ernment of  Connecticut,  became  an  agricultu- 
rist and  manufacturer  in  that  State,  which 
occupation  he  followed  with  increasing  pros- 
perity. He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Shipnian, 
of  Norwich,  Conn.,  whose  family  was  then,  as 
now,  distinguished  in  that  State;  and  for  many 


years  they  lived  in  Canaan,  wliere  Mr.  b'rank 
died,  lea\ing  tour  sons  ami  two  (.laughters. 
The  whole  care  and  res))onsibility  of  the  fam- 
ily ilevolved  now  u|)on  the  widowed  mother, 
who  discharged  faithtully  and  conscientiousl)' 
the  sacred  duties  ol  maternit\'.  She  lived 
until  the  matinit}'  of  her  .son,  Augustus 
b'rank,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketcli, 
who  was  a  child  of  eight  years  at  the  time 
of  his  father's  death.  Throughout  the  long 
perioil  of  his  successful  life  he  remembered 
the  early  training  of  hi.-,  mother  with  grateful 
commendatit)n.  h'our  )'ears  after  the  father's 
death  the  b'ranks  mo\ed  to  Cirain'ille,  Wash- 
ington Count)',  New  York,  where  the  okler 
sons  engagetl  in  business  and  where  the 
}'ounger  members  of  the  family  pursuetl  their 
:  studies.  Auirnstus  taui-ht  for  a  shoit  time 
alter  completing  his  education.  Having  de- 
cided upon  medicine  as  a  profession,  he  en- 
tered the  medical  college  of  Dorset,  \T., 
from  which  he  graduated.  It  was  during 
these  )ears  that  he  fought  in  the  War  of 
I  81  2.  In  1 8 14  he  nK)ved  to  Victor,  Ontario 
County,  where  for  three  years  he  practised  his 
profession,  and  from  thence  came  to  Warsaw 
(then  in  Genesee  County),  and  formed  a  part- 
nership in  professional  practice  with  Dr. 
Chauncey  Sheldon.  Dr.  Frank  was  the  sec- 
ond physician  in  Warsaw,  and  their  practice 
extended  over  long  distances  and  necessitated 
long  and  lonely  rides  through  the  wild  terri- 
tory of  the  surrountling  country.  The  whole 
country  was  thinly  settled  at  that  time. 
Rochester  was  a  hamlet  and  Buffalo  a  small 
\illage.  Tlie  dwellings  were  plain  and  the 
roads  rough,  and  there  were  few  school-houses 
or  chu''ches.  The  fii'st  church  west  of  the 
Genesee  was  erected  in  Warsaw  in  1817,  and 
no  one  took  a  tieeper  or  more  active  interest 
in  its  building  than  Dr.  l^'rank. 

Soon  altei-  the  professional  partnership  of 
Doctors  Sheldon  and  I'raid^,  the\-  also  en- 
gagetl in  a  mercantile  venture ;  and  the  firm 
became  widely  known  throughout  the  country, 
wheie  there  were  very  few  stores.  This  con- 
nection was  tlissolved  in  1S22,  from  wliicli 
time  Dr.  Frank  gratluall}-  discontinued  his 
l)ractice,  and  de\()teil  himself  entirely  to  mer- 
cantile transactions.     He  purchased   real  es- 
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tate,  erected  l)uilcling;s  for  sale ;  and  probably 
so  larj^e  an  aiiiDunt  of  villaf^e  property  passed 
through  the  hands  of  no  other  citizen.  He 
was  identified  with  the  \\'lii<;-  party  from  its 
organization,  exeejjt  at  the  time  that  he  sup- 
l)()rtetl  tlie  I'^ree  Soil  candidate  in  1848. 
Throngh  the  ajjpointment  of  his  personal 
friend,  Governor  Seward,  he  became  Associate 
Judge  of  Wyoming  County,  which  office  he 
filled  until  its  abolition  by  the  Constitution 
in  1846.  Dr.  I-" rank  was  a  strong  and  effi- 
cient ojiponent  of  American  slavery,  and  took 
a  prominent  part  in  the  Warsaw  antislavery 
society  formed  in  1834.  fie  was  a  delegate 
to  the  first  meeting  of  the  State  society, 
which  was  heUl  in  Utica  and  was  dispersed 
by  an  enraged  mob;  and  the  first  meeting 
of  the  antislavery  Society  received  similar 
treatment.  At  Warsaw  in  1836  a  series  of 
resolutions  were  adopted,  together  with  a 
"Declaration  of  Sentiments,"  for  the  informa- 
tion of  those  who  were  ignorant  of  the  princi- 
l)les  of  the  society;  and  one  thousand  dollars 
were  jdetlged  for  the  establishment  of  a  free 
press  for  the  ilissemi nation  of  the  same.  Dr. 
Frank  aided  largely  in  furnishing  these  funds. 
Me  was  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance  at  a 
time  when  drinking  was  fearfully  prevalent. 
In  1827  he  became  a  member  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church;  but  his  charities  were  not  re- 
stricted to  it,  ami  his  contributions  were 
liberal  toward  the  support  of  religious  and 
benevolent  institutions  in  general. 

His  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married 
September  12,  1 8 16,  was  Miss  Jerusha  H. 
Haldwin,  of  Dorset,  Yt.  They  had  three  chil- 
tlren,  two  sons,  who  died  young,  and  one 
daughter,  Henriette,  who  outlived  the  mother. 
This  daughter  was  born  September  12,  181 7, 
and  was  educated  at  Ingham  University, 
LeRoy,  and  married  lulward  A.  McKay,  a  law- 
\'er,  who  was  for  many  years  connected  with 
the  National  15ank  Department  at  Washing- 
ton, D.C.     Mrs.  McKay  died  in  1877. 

Dr.  I'Tank's  second  marriage  was  with  Miss 
Jane  ralterson,  of  Londonderry,  N.H.,  Au- 
gust 25,  1825.  She  was  the  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  Thomas  Patterson,  and  was  born 
yXugust  30,  1795.  She  was  a  woman  of  deep 
piety  and  a  most  lovable  personality,  and  few 


who  experienced  her  cordial  and  graceful  hos- 
pitality ha\e  e\er  forgotten  the  charm  of  her 
presence.  Iler  death  on  !'\'bruar)'  19,  1867, 
made  a  loiigTelt  \'oid  in  ch.urch  aiul  commu- 
nity. Ilei"  children  were:  (leorge  W.,  born 
November  29,  1830,  an  energetic  business 
man;  ITizabeth  W.,  tlie  wife  of  the  Rev. 
Joseph  ]i.  Nassau,  pastor  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church  in  Warsaw  for  man\'  years;  and 
Augustus  b'rank,  the  eldest  child,  born  July 
17,  1826,  the  original  of  this  memoir. 

Mr.  Augustus  I'rank's  early  life  was  spent 
in  mercantile  i)ursuits,  but  for  some  years 
past  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  banking  busi- 
ness. He  married  Agnes,  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  William  W.  McXair,  of  Groveland,  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.Y.  Tlie  only  son  of  this 
marriage  died  in  1S71.  They  have  one 
daughter,   Mary  L.  ITank. 

Mr.  Augustus  l-'rank  as  banker  holds  a  posi- 
tion of  influence  and  trust  in  the  community 
in  which  he  lives,  and  his  sound  judgment 
as  a  financier  is  universally  acknowledged. 


VCA/Mf'^'IAM  IlLLIOTT,  who  was  for 
V^V/  niany  years  a  well-known  resilient 
^  ^  of  the  town  of  Leicester,  was  born 
in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  in  1799,  and  was 
the  son  of  James  rniiott,  a  native  of  the  same 
countr)',  but  of  Scotch  ancestry.  James  ICl- 
liott  learned  the  trade  of  linen  weaving,  and 
worked  at  a  hand  loom.  He  was  also  some  of 
the  time  engaged  in  farming,  and  spent  his 
entire  life  in  his  native  land.  He  married 
Nancy  Knox,  who  was  also  of  .Scotch  descent 
and  a  life-long  r(.si(lent  of  County  Antrim, 
where  both  she  and  her  husband  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  IClliott  had  three  cliildi'en  — 
James,  Nancy,  and  William.  Nancy  spent 
her  entire  lite  in  Ireland.  lames  emigrated 
and  S('ttled  in  Maine,  where  he  reared  his 
family,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  da\s. 

William  b^Uiott  received  his  education  in 
his  nati\e  country,  wlu  ie  he  lived  until  1S2S, 
v.'hen  with  his  wife  and  three  children  he 
came  to  America,  embarking  at  Ikdfast  in  a 
small  sailing-vessel,  and  afti.'r  a  voyage  of 
eight  weeks  and  three  da\"S  landing  at  (Juebec, 
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where  they  reniaineil  for  four  months,  whence 
they  came  to  Livingston  County.  Mr.  Elliott 
entered  the  emi)loy  of  Ksquire  VVadswortli  as 
a  L;arc.lener,  and  there  remained  three  years. 
He  then  purchased  a  farm  in  Nunda,  which 
he  occupied  four  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  sold  out,  and  moved  to  the  town  of 
Crroveland  and  later  to  Geneseo,  in  each  place 
living  on  a  I'ented  farm.  In  1853  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  the  town  of  Leicester,  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  passing 
away  wlien  eighty-five  years  old.  I\Ir.  Elliott 
was  a  great  reader,  making  the  most  of  his 
opportunities  to  secure  a  good  education,  and 
in  young  manhood  was  a  member  of  a  society 
known  as  the  ]5ook  Club.  He  was  exceed- 
ingly caretul  in  the  selection  of  his  books, 
and  consequently  was  more  than  usually  well 
informed. 

William  i-Illi^Ut  married  Jane  McLain,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  county  as  her  husband, 
and  was  the  daugh.ter  of  James  and  Nancy 
McLain.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Ire- 
land and  of  Scotch  extraction.  Mrs.  Elliott 
was  thi:  mother  of  ten  children  —  James; 
Thomas;  Nancy;  Jane,  who  married  James 
Chalmers,  of  the  town  of  York;  Nancy; 
William,  who  is  a  resident  of  Green  Lake 
County,  Wisconsin;  John;  Maria;  Adam; 
and  Sarah  A.  Thomas,  John,  and  Sarah  A. 
Elliott  now  reside  on  the  oUl  homestead. 
Thomas,  the  eldest  n(nv  living,  was  born  in 
County  Antrim,  Sejjtendjer  12,  1825,  and  was 
in  his  thu\\  year  when  he  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  America.  Until  his  father's  death  he 
assisted  him  on  the  farm,  and  since  that  time 
he  has  been  associated  with  his  brother  John. 
He  has  never  been  married.  John  lilliott  was 
born  in  Nunda,  September  16,  1835,  and  was 
married  August  19,  1872,  to  .Sophia  Mc- 
Laughlin, who  was  born  in  Vergennes,  Vt., 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Nancy 
(ITliott)  McLaughlin,  natives  respectively  of 
.Scotland  and  Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
I'^lliott  have  two  chiklren  —  Mary,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  McLain,  of  Tecumseh,  Mich.  ; 
and  Helena.  Mr.  William  bTliott  and  his 
wife  were  honored  members  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church,  and  reared  their  children  in  the 
same  faith. 


blRlCMlAH     L.l'CKWITH,     a  retired 
farmer   and    a  sueeessful    breetler  of 
blcjodctl    sloelv    at    Avon,  Livingston 
Count)',   N.\'.,   was   born   on    Ma}'  6, 
1833,  his  birthplace  being  the  \er)'  farm  that 
he  now  owns  and  occupies.     Ikit,  although  he 
is  a  native  and  a  life-long  resilient  of  the  Em- 
pire State,  he  is  of  Connecticut  ancestr)';  tor 
both    his    father,    .Setli    Beckwith,    and  his 
ifrandfather  were   natives   of    the   "Land  of 
Steady  Habits,"  or,  to  use  a  less  complimen- 
tary but  more  familiar  nickiiame,  the  "Nut- 
meg .State."     Grandfather  Heckwith  spent  all 
his  days  in  Connecticut;  and  perhaps  his  son 
Seth    would    ha\'e    done    the   same,    but  he 
learned  the  shoemaker's  trade  at  an  early  age, 
and,  being  thus  prcn'ided  with  the  nieans  of 
earning  a  living  in  any  civilized  community, 
he  was  ene(juraged  to  roam  about   and  "see 
the    country."      .After    r^ome    wandering  he 
penetrated  the  wilds  ot  the  Genesee  countr)', 
and  brought  up  at   Lima,  where  he  f(d lowed 
his  trade  tor  -lome  years,  and  fmall}'  decided 
that  this  regit)n  was  gooil  enough  for  him:  so 
he  bought  an  extensive  tract  of  timber  land, 
which  inckuled  the  farm  now  owned  and  occu- 
pietl  by  the  subject  of  oiu"  sketch.     Erom  shoe- 
iiiaking  to  farming  was  an  easv  transition  in 
those  days  —  in  fact,  every  shoemaker  was  a  far- 
mer, although  every  farmer  could  not  be  a  shoe- 
maker: and  so  Seth  iSeckwith  went  manfully 
and  skilfull)'  to  woik  to  clear  and  otherwise 
im])rove  the  va^t  tract  which  he  bail  ])urchased. 

At  that  time  the  farmers  of  tliis  region  not 
only  had  to  do  a  good  deal  of  work  before 
their  lands  were  made  fit  for  culti\'ation,  but 
the)'  had  to  go  a  good  way  to  hud  a  market 
for  Jieir  produce  when  the\'  able  to  raise 

more  th;in  wa>  required  lor  home  use.  There 
were  no  railroads,  no  canals,  and  might\  pool" 
highways.  Hence  it  took  a  good  deal  of 
time,  antl  required  a  good  deal  of  power  to 
travel  about  the  country,  as  may  be  imagined 
from  the  fact  that  ox  teains  were  usetl  in 
going  to  church.  Mr.  Beckwith  cleared  a 
large  jiroportion  oi  his  laml,  erected  good 
frame  buildings,  and  passed  the  rest  of  his 
days  on  the  tarm  which  he  had  t:ikcn  from  the 
wilderness.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Thankful  .Se\'mour.     It   is  liardlv  neces- 
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sai'v  t(j  adtl  tliat  she  was  ui  good  old  New 
ICngland  stock.  Her  native  place  was  Con- 
necticut. -She  died  in  iiS46,  when  her  son 
Jeremiah  was  thirteen  )ears  of  a^'e.  The  lad 
receivetl  his  education  in  the  district  schools, 
and  was  a  farmer  from  boyhood  until  he  rc- 
tiretl  from  active  labors  in  the  field  about  ten 
years  ai^o.  I'hc  success  he  has  met  with  in 
agriculture  may  be  cited  as  one  more  example 
of  the  important  fact,  wliich  is  being  generally 
recognized  nowada}'s,  that  it  pays  to  concen- 
trate your  attention  upon  one  business  at  an 
early  age  and  stick  to  it,  not  wander  around, 
trying  at  everything  and  not  succeeding  at 
an)-tliing.  Jeremiah  lU'ckwith  has  made  a 
record  as  a  farmer  and  as  a  raiser  of  live  stock 
of  which  he  ma}'  well  lie  jiroud;  for  he  has 
not  only  pri)ved  his  ability  to  "hold  his  own 
in  any  comi)any,"'  as  the  saying  is,  but  has 
been  awarded  many  premiums,  which  furnish 
con\dncing  proof  that  he  could  not  only  equal 
but  surpass  the  best  of  his  friendly  competi- 
tors when  given  "a  fair  held  and  no  favor." 
He  retired  from  act ive  farming  in  1885,  and 
since  then  has  had  the  farm  worked  on  shares, 
but  has  continued  to  raise  li\-e  stock,  although 
now  in  a  comparativel)'  small  way;  and  at  the 
present  writing  he  owns  a  small  herd  of  Jer- 
seys, which  is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the 
finest  herds  of  that  l)reed  in  this  section  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Heckwith  is  a  man  who  knows  how  to 
"enjoy  life"  in  a  very  worthy  sense  of  that 
much  abused  term.  He  is  a  great  reader,  is 
thoroughly  informed  on  the  important  sub- 
jects of  the  day,  and  is  one  whose  opinion  is 
of  value,  because  it  is  the  opinion  of  an 
expeiienced,  intelligent,  and  uni)rejudiced 
man,  who  api^reciates  the  fact  that  there  are 
two  sitles  to  every  ([ueslion,  and  is  not  to 
be  guided  entirel}-  by  "heai'say"  evidence. 
Iking  a  life-long  resident  of  the  town  and 
ranking  among  the  most  successful  of  its 
farmers,  of  course  he  is  \-ery  widely  known, 
and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  he  is 
ecpially  widely  respected;  for  a  man  of  fixed 
convictions,  wlio  has  the  coui'age  to  act  on 
them,  no  matter  what  the  circumstances  may 
be,  is  bound  to  be  well  thought  of  in  any  civ- 
ilized comniunit)'. 


/  ^  I'ORGI-:  B.  CHASE,  a  resident  of 
\  '*)  I  Arcade,  is  an  enterprising  journal- 
ist, and  is  the  editor,  proprii-tf)r, 
and  foundei'  of  the  Wyoming  Count)-  ILrdUl, 
a  lively  anti  well-conducted  newspaper.  He 
was  born  at  Pavilion,  (lenesee  County,  July 
23,  1867;  and  both  his  father  and  grandfather 
were  natives  of  Allegany  County,  where  the 
latter  was  reared  to  agricultural  life.  From 
there  he  moved  to  Genesee  County,  and  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  James  Sheldon,  which  was  a 
part  of  the  great  Holland  tract.  Here  he 
labored  diligently  among  the  other  early  set- 
tlers of  that  section,  whose  persistent  efforts 
in  opening  these  vast  and  fertile  districts 
have  i)roihiced  such  mar\'ellous  results;  and 
after  a  long  and  useful  life  he  died  in  1869. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Rebecca 
Winne,  was  born  at  Guilden,  Albany  County, 
and  died  at  the  old  homestead,  leaving  five 
children,  as  follows:  h'lizabcth,  now  deceased, 
who  married  Ebenezer  'I'owner  for  her  first 
husband  and  foi-  her  second  I'lumley  Strout ; 
Emeline,  also  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
William  Harris;  Alai)',  who  died  young; 
Alida,  who  resides  at  EeRoy,  and  is  the  wife 
of  James  Eawrence;  and  Henry  Chase,  the 
lather  of  Ceorge  R. 

Henry  Chase  was  born  at  Grove,  in  Alle- 
gany County,  and  obtained  all  the  education 
possible  at  the  district  schools.  He  came 
into  possession  of  the  home  farm  at  the  ileath 
of  his  father,  and  successfully  conducted  it 
until  his  decease,  which  occurred  when  he 
was  forty-three  )'ears  old.  He  married  Jen- 
Jiie,  daughter  of  Xorman  and  llannali  (Haw- 
ley)  IMeldrum,  the  former  of  Caledonia, 
Eivingston  Count)-,  the  latter  from  Allegany 
County.  Air.  Mebh  uin  was  a  stone-mason  by 
trade,  but  on  his  removal  fiom  /\llegan\- 
County  to  Caledonia  bought  a  fai'ni,  and 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  agricultural 
l^ursuits.  He  reared  the  following  childien; 
Jennie,  who  became  the  niother  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Norman,  a  ca|)tain  in  the  Ci\-il 
War,  whose  son  John  was  aEo  a  Lieutenant 
of  artillei-y;  Coi-iulia,  who  now  resides  at 
Rush,  Monroe  County,  the  wife  of  James  S. 
Warren;  Maggie;  and  George.  Another  son, 
Gideon,  also  a  soldici-  in  the  Civil  War,  was 
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taken  prisoner  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and 
died  wliile  in  captivity.  George  B.  Chase's 
uncle  Norman  was  City  Treasurer  of  ]  )enver, 
Col.,  wheie  he  became  very  prominent  in  pol- 
itics, afterward  being  appointed  .Secretary  of 
State,  which  office  he  held  for  nine  years, 
when  he  was  elected  Lieutenant  Governor  and 
re-elected  to  the  same  position,  and  on  retir- 
ing was  appointed  .Surveyor-general,  and  is  at 
present  Receixer  of  Public  Moneys  in  that 
.State.  The  grandmother  still  resides  at  the 
old  homestead  in  Genesee  County,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Mr.  Chase's  parents  reared  a  family  of  six 
children,  namely:  George  B.  ;  James;  Norris; 
Henry;  Charles,  who  died  young;  Louise; 
and  John. 

George  1^.  Chase  made  the  most  of  the  pos- 
sibilities offeretl  him  for  an  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  whatever  he  learned  was 
carefully  retained  in  his  well-trained  memory 
for  future  use.  Labor  became  a  part  of  his 
life  at  an  early  age;  and  when  but  thirteen  he 
began  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade,  at  which 
he  worked  until  the  ileath  of  his  father.  That 
sad  event  occurretl  when  he  was  but  fourteen 
years  old;  and  though  so  young  he  carried  on 
the  farm  for  a  time,  until  he  commenced  to 
learn  the  printer's  tiade  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
in  the  office  of  tlie  LeRoy  Gazette^  where  he 
worked  one  year.  P'rom  there  he  went  to 
Caledonia,  where  he  was  emi:)loyed  as  a  jour- 
ne)'man  on  the  A(/:ui/isfi\  remaining  only  a 
short  time,  an  advantageous  opening  having 
presentetl  itself  in  the  purchase  of  the  .Scotts- 
ville  U)iio)i^  then  a  monthly.  This  he  ad- 
vanced to  the  dignity  of  a  weekly  journal, 
conducting  it  for  two  years,  gaining  valuable 
experience,  if  not  a  great  amount  of  profit. 
His  next  move  was  to  Rochester,  where  as  a 
journeyman  printer  he  worked  on  various 
newspapers,  going  from  there  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  was  employed  on  the  IW'ivs  in  the 
same  capacity  for  one  year,  thence  to  a  job 
printing-office  as  foreman  for  six  months,  from 
which  |)lace  he  went  to  Berry,  remaining  with 
the  yWa'.v  of  that  town  for  eighteen  months. 
Finally,  in  April,  1891,  he  embarked  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  once  more,  starting  the  Bliss 
Hcrnld,  a  four-page  paper,  which  he  conducted 


imtil  ( )ctober  of  that  year,  when  he  estab- 
lished the  .Silver  .Springs  llciald^  also  a  four- 
])age  sheet;  and  in  lScj2  he  enlarged  them 
both  to  eight-page  [tapers,  Liter  cons(d  idat i ng 
them  under  the  name  (<l  the  \\')'oming  County 
Uciald^  which  he  has  brought  to  a  successful 
footing.  'i"he  ILrald  was  first  published  in 
this  consol iikited  form  at  Bliss  upon  a  hand 
press;  but  after  a  few  months  the  business 
warranted  the  expense  of  improvement,  and 
he  put  in  a  large  Cottrell  job  and  book  press, 
which  greatly  facilitated  the  publication  of 
the  Ht  idld,  besides  giving  oijportunit  ies  for 
attentling  to  job  work.  In  1894  he  mf)Ved 
part  of  his  [)lant  to  Arcade,  adding  more 
machinery,  and  has  now  the  largest  and  best 
job  printing  establ  isliment  in  \\')'(jming 
Count}-.  Umler  Mr.  Cha.'^e's  management  the 
Hcriilil  has  developed  from  a  four-page  sheet, 
with  a  circulation  of  less  than  two  hundred, 
to  a  well-arranged  and  han(Lomel\'  ])iinted 
eight-]:)age  journal,  with  a  regular  circulation 
of  fifteen  hundred,  besides  having  a  large 
local  sale;  and  as  an  advertising  medium  its 
faei  1  ities  are  unec[ualle(l  in  that  section.  lie 
makes  a  specialty  of  furnishing  law  supple- 
ments to  other  journals,  and  does  an  extensive 
job  printing  business.  Mr.  Chase  is  a  Re- 
[jublican  in  politics,  and  has  been  a  Notary 
Public  tor  some  time.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Oriler  of  C)(ld  P\dlows,  the 
Maccabees,  and  other  societies.  He  is  a  hard 
worker,  and  is  stricll)'  honest  in  all  business 
transactions,  treating  with  kindness  and  cour- 
tesy all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

On  November  25,  1891,  Mr.  Chase  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Addie  M.,  daugh- 
ter cf  William  McKenzie,  of  Perry,  where  she 
was  born.  Her  father  is  now  superintendent 
of  a  street  car  line  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  She 
was  one  of  two  children,  and  is  now  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Mildred,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ba|)tist  church. 


YgrON.  J  AMI'S  H.  LOOMLS,  banker, 
|-=H  '•^  prominent  resident  of  Attica,  \\'\- 
1 19  I  oming  County,  N.Y.,  was  born  in 
this   village,    June   4.    1823.  He 

was  a   son   of   Timotlu'  Loomis,  a  native  of 
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Windsor,  Conn.,  ami  a  j^rantlson  of  George 
Loomis,  a  farmer  of  the  same  locality.  In 
the  year  18  16  Timothy  Loomis,  then  being  in 
his  t\venty-se\'ent]i  )'ear,  set  oLit  with  his 
young  wife  for  the  wilds  of  Western  New 
York.  'I'his  journey  was  in  reality  their  wed- 
ding trip,  as  Mi-.  I.oomis  liad  hut  just  married 
Miss  Suphronia  Collar;  and  there  was  a  very 
original  fla\'or  of  enjo)'ment  in  the  expedition 
which  was  to  bring  them  to  a  new  home. 

Mr.  Loomis  was  a  tanner  by  occupation. 
He  possessed  a  little  stock  of  money,  with 
which  he  was  able  to  buy  tnit  a  small  establish- 
ment alreaily  successfully  started  in  that  line, 
and  went  on  with  the  business  for  twenty-five 
)'ears.  Mr.  Loomis  was  a  man  well  thought 
of  in  the  commimity,  as  a  person  of  sterling 
business  qualities  and  actively  interested  in 
public  enterjjrises.  He  died  July  12,  1841, 
aged  fifty-two  years,  having  been  twice  married. 

His  first  wife,  .Sophr(~)nia  Collar,  died  in 
1823,  leaving  two  sons  —  Ge(jrge,  since  de- 
ceased; and  James  IL,  the  chief  character 
of  this  sketch,  then  but  a  tew  weeks  old. 
His  second  wife  was  Miss  l'di[jhael  Collar,  a 
sister  of  the  first  wife.  One  other  child  was 
added  to  the  family  after  this  union,  a  son, 
named  Timothy,  who  became  one  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Attica  after  coming  to  manhood,  but 
died  in  1 871,  being  forty-five  years  old  and 
unmarried.  The  second  Mrs.  Loomis  sur- 
vived her  husband  nineteen  years,  dying  in 
i860;  and  their  remains  now  rest  in  the  !)eau- 
tifui  I'\)rest  Hills  Cemetery. 

James  H.  Loomis  attended  the  district 
school  and  the  acadeui)-  of  the  town,  supjde- 
menting  the  course  bv  stud\'ing  for  three 
months  at  Wyoming,  then  considered  one  of 
the  best  schools  in  Western  New  York.  He 
afterward  taught  several  years  in  the  academy. 
He  was  but  sixteen  when  he  took  charge  of 
his  first  school;  and  in  later  years  he  gave  the 
school-house  a  bell,  to  make  up,  as  he  gener- 
ously said,  f(jr  the  deficiencies  of  his  admin- 
istration. At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  tanning,  leather,  and 
shoe  manufacturing  business;  but  eight  years 
later  he  sold  out,  and  engagetl  in  the  hardware 
business,  continuing  in  this  enterprise  from 
1852  till  1872.     Live  years  previously  he  had 


jjegun  a  banking  business  for  himself,  carry- 
ing on  i)Oth  at  the  same  time,  the  banking 
business  i)roving  a  success  which  is  somewhat 
noteworthy,  considering  his  youth  and  that  it 
was  undertaken  and  develojsed  by  himself 
alone.  Mr.  Loomis  has  been  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican from  tile  bcj^inning  of  the  organization, 
he  having  helped  jiersonally  to  establish  the 
i'iepublican  party,  being  a  delegate  to  the 
Free  Soil  Convention  at  Syracuse.  He  has 
served  as  Supervisor  of  the  town  several  terms, 
was  also  United  States  Assessor  from  1869 
to  1870,  and  State  Senator  from  1878  to  1882. 

Mr.  Loomis  was  married  October  14,  1845, 
to  Miss  Janette  Howe,  ol  Attica,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Azuba  (Sprout)  Howe,  who  mi- 
grated from  Massachusetts  to  Attica  in  1804. 
They  hatl  a  family  of  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  Judge  Alonzo  Sprout,  of 
California,  is  the  only  survivor.  Mrs. 
Loomis  died  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four 
years,  leaving  three  sons  —  George,  James, 
and  Charles  L.  Cieorge,  who  is  employed  in 
the  bank,  married  Miss  Aggie  Potter,  daughter 
of  D.  Milton  Potter,  of  this  town;  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  named  Florence.  James 
Hervey,  Jr.,  the  second  son,  died  unmarried 
at  the  age  of  twent\'-two.  His  tleath,  due 
to  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  was  a  sad  blow 
to  the  communit),  but  esjjecially  to  his 
father,  as  he  was  a  young  man  of  gieat  prom- 
ise, with  pronounced  business  cjualifications. 
Charles  l'~.  has  also,  like  his  brcjther  George, 
been  for  some  time  connected  with  the  bank,  he 
holding  the  position  of  partner  and  Cashier, 
the  name  of  the  firm  being  Loomis  &  Sons. 
Mv.  Charles  li.  Loomis  married  INLss  Amy 
Wicks,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  Wicks,  of 
Attica.  'i'hey  have  two  sons,  Charles  and 
Van  Wick,  boys  of  two  and  three  years  of  age. 

iNlr.  James  II.  Loomis  was  again  married 
on  April  25,  1860,  to  Miss  Harriet  S.  Lllen- 
wood,  ot  Pend)roke,  N.Y.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  ITi  and  Sophia  Jillenwood,  of  the  same 
town.  Hy  this  marriage  is  one  daughter, 
named  Janette  L.  Mrs.  Harriet  S.  Loomis 
dietl  P'ebruary  13,  1892,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
one  years.  The  daughter,  who  is  a  graduate 
of  Wells  College,  now  efficiently  ]n"esides 
o\-er  her  father's  home,  the  pleasant  residence 
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oil  rro.si)cct  Street,  wliich  has  been  oeeupied 
by  the  family  for  turty-lwo  years. 

George  Lowmis,  D.D.,  the  eldest  child  of 
Timothy  Loomis  and  Sophronia,  his  wife,  was 
born  June  29,  1817.  lie  was  a  Methodist 
clergyman,  and  devoted  to  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, lie  was  giaduated  at  the  Wcsleyan 
College,  M iildletowii,  C](jnn.  For  a  long  time 
he  was  princijial  oi  the  Genesee  Wesleyan 
Seminary  of  Lima,  N.V.,  but  left  that  posi- 
tion to  go  out  as  chaplain  for  seamen  to  the 
port  of  Canton,  China.  After  three  years  he 
returned,  and  took  the  jjosition  of  principal  of 
the  Women's  C(jllege  at  Wilmington,  Del. 
Later  he  was  called  to  the  Presidency  of  the 
Allegany  College  at  Meadville,  Pa.  This 
position  he  held  with  honor  for  fifteen  years. 
The  last  ten  }ears  of  his  life  were  spent  in 
carrying  on  a  young  ladies'  school  at  Clif- 
ton Springs,  N.\'.,  a  place  which  has  been 
noted  for  its  sulphur  springs.  The  school 
was  considered  an  established  success.  Dr. 
Loom  is  dieil  while  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
work,  P'ebruary  26,  icS86,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine,  leaving  a  wife,  two  sons,  and  a  daugh- 
ter, who  reside  in  Rochester,  N.Y. 

Rev.  Dr.  Loomis  was  popular  in  the  pulpit; 
but  he  gave  his  [irincipal  time  and  thought  to 
the  interests  of  education,  and  as  an  educator 
his  memory  will  long  continue.  lie  was  a 
man  of  commanding  appearance,  over  six  feet 
in  height,  his  brother  James  being  only  a 
trille  less,  both  possessing  that  youthfulness 
of  spirit  which  defies  bodily  age.  Mr.  James 
H.  Loomis,  surviving  his  brother  George, 
represents  a  family  of  uncommon  worth  and 
ability.  Inheriting  the  strong  virtues  of  his 
ancestors,  he  has  shown  what  might  br  done 
by  many  others,  with  honor  to  themselves,  in 
the  pri\'ate  walks  of  life  and  in  the  broader 
arena  of  political  acti\ity.  Mr.  Loomis  has 
been  an  Polder  and  an  active  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  for  over  fifty  years. 


T^OLOXl'L    TIMOTHY    H.  GRANT, 
I  \y     for  many  years  a  leading  merchant  in 
Dansville,  and   now  Secretary  and 
Treasurer    of    the    George  Sweet 
Manufactm-ing  Company,  and  also  Corporation 


Treasurer,  was  born  at  Laston,  Washington 
County,  N.Y.,  August  2,  1819.  His  father, 
Peter  Grant,  was  probably  born  in'  Dutchess 
County,  where  he  [)ashed  his  early  )ears  in 
agricultural  i)ursuits.  I'he  Colonel's  family 
trace  their  antecedents  back  to  four  brothers 
who  came  fnun  Scotland,  one  going  West; 
and  it  is  supposed  that  General  Li.  S.  Grant 
was  a  distant  relative  of  their  famil).  Our 
subject's  father  remoxed  tn  Ivaston,  N.Y., 
where  he  purchased  a  farm,  but  spent  his  last 
years  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.Y.,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  'I'he 
maiden  name  of  Colonel  Grant's  mother 
was  PLinnah  Ranker,  a  nati\e  of  Rensselaer 
County,  New  York;  and  she  I'eared  thiiteen 
children,  four  of  wIkjui  still  sur\  i ve -  - Har- 
riet, wife  of  John  JC.  Birch,  now  of  Allegany 
County;  Timothy  P.;  Washington;  and 
Alexander.  June  24,  1894,  the  Colonel  had 
the  misfortune  to  lose  a  sister,  Maria,  who, 
had  she  lived  until  August  of  the  same  year, 
would  have  been  ninety-three  years  of  age. 
'Pile  Colonel's  mother  ])assed  her  declining- 
years  in  Rensselaer  County,  where  she  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy  years. 

Our  subject  left  his  parental  roof  at  a  little 
over  thiiteen  )'ears  of  age,  and  began  work  in 
a  store  at  Schaghticoke,  Rensselaer  County. 
He  remained  there  three  years,  and  in  1836 
commenced  work  at  Rochester  in  a  hardware 
store.  He  continued  to  apply  himself  closely 
to  his  duties,  gaining  business  experience 
which  served  him  well  in  his  future  careei. 
In  1846  Colonel  Grant  went  to  Daiis\-ille,  and 
established  a  hardware  store  in  the  town  upon 
the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Ldwards'  store, 
wliieii  is  devoted  to  the  same  business.  In 
this  he  was  associatetl  with  Mi'.  Brown,  the 
tirm  being  Brown  (irant.  'Phev  remained 
in  jxirtnership  until  1870,  when  the  latter 
disposed  of  his  interest  to  his  son,  and  retired. 
Colonel  Grant  continued  with  Mr.  Blown, 
Jr.,  for  a  time,  when  he  puichased  the  hitter's 
interest,  and  carried  nn  the  business  alone 
until  1887,  anil  then  sold  to  Mr.  Ldwanls,  the 
l)resent  owner.  He  was  thus  engaged  in  busi- 
ness about  forty-one  years  in  one  location. 
I  During  the  gieat  fire  in  1854,  his  main  store 
I  was  destroyed  among  many  others.  Another 
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store  which  tlicy  were  running  at  the  time 
was  sa\e(l,  and  in  this  they  continued  business 
until  their  new  Idoclv  was  completed. 

After  retiring  from  the  hardware  business 
Colonel  Grant  accepted  the  position  of  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer  of  the  (leorge  Sweet  Manu- 
facturing Compan}',  whose  plant  is  situated  at 
Cummingsville,  a  section  ol  iJansville.  Colo- 
nel Grant  is  now  the  on!}'  survivor  of  his 
early  business  contemporaries.  His  business 
career  embraces  a  period  of  over  fifty-four  years. 

In  1846  Colonel  (irant  married  Delia  A. 
Smith,  of  Rochester,  wIkj  died  in  1848.  For 
his  second  wife  he  married  Caroline  A. 
Smith,  of  Dansville,  daughter  of  Samuel  W. 
Smilli,  a  merchant  and  one  of  the  oldest  citi- 
zens of  the  town.  ]})■  Colonel  Grant's  second 
marriage  he  had  two  children.  Lansing  B. 
married  Miss  Ida  llartman,  daughter  of  Henry 
Hartman,  of  Dans\ille,  and  died  aged  thirty- 
si.\  years.  His  wife  tiled  November  29, 
1894.  They  luul  one  child,  Lansing  Fred. 
Hylie  married  Bernard  II.  CJberdorf,  a  sketch 
of  whom  appears  elsewhere. 

Colonel  Grant  has  been  Town  Clerk  for 
about  twenty-five  years,  holding  that  of¥ice 
fifteen  years  without  opposition.  He  has 
also  heki  his  present  office  of  Corporation 
Treasurer  at  different  periods,  in  all  about 
eighteen  years.  He  is  now  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  gas  company.  In  his 
younger  days  Mr.  Grant  was  a  member  of  the 
Rochester  fire  depailment,  and  was  forced  to 
resign  in  consequence  ol  injuries  received  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties.  I  I  then 
turned  his  attention  to  military  affairs,  was 
elected  Captain  of  the  Canaseraga  Light  In- 
fantry, an(l  commanded  the  Company  for  four- 
teen years,  from  184S  to  iS6j.  During  this 
time  he  was  elected  ("olonel,  but  at  the  same 
time  held  command  ni  his  company.  He  was 
acti\-e  in  (organizing  ami  was  a  member  of  the 
examining  board  at  hdmira  during  the  Rebell- 
ion. The  abo\e-named  company  was  cele- 
brated in  its  day  as  one  of  the  most  proficient 
and  well-drilled  militar\-  organizations  in 
New  York  State,  and  the  Ctdonel  had  much 
to  do  in  accomplishing  this  result.  He  is 
a  member  and  lias  been  N'estryman  of  .St. 
Peter's  Church.     Although  he  is  now  seventy- 


five  years  okl,  his  step  is  still  elastic,  and  his 
intellect  is  bright  and  active.  He  is  an  ex- 
tensive reader  and  an  intelligent  and  interest- 
ing conversationalist  on  many  subjects.  He 
has  been  a  li])eial  contributor  to  all  worthy 
objects  and  an  earnest  promoter  of  any  and  all 
nu)\ements  that  would  be  of  benefit  to  the 
general  communit)'. 


Jb:NAT()R  BLAKFSLFI-:,  of  the 
town  of  \'ork,  Livingston  County, 
whose  ninety-fifth  year  was  made 
memorable  Ijy  a  visit  to  the  Colum- 
bian ICxposition  in  Chicago,  was  born  in 
Wallingford,  Conn.,  on  March  25,  1799. 
His  father,  Joseph  Blakeslee,  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  town,  and  was  born  in  the 
'  same  house.  His  uncle,  Samuel  Blakeslee, 
;  was  a  Drum-major  in  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  filled  the  office  of  Colonel  at 
Buffahj  in  the  War  of  181 2.  Joseph  Blakes- 
lee was  a  farmer,  and  lived  in  Coiniecticut  all 
his  life.  He  married  Mi.-^s  Mary  Andrews, 
also  a  native  of  Wallingford,  and  they  had 
six  children;  namel)',  Orator,  Moreney, 
Wealthy,  Dacey,  Mary,  ami  .Senator,  the  sub- 
ject of  the  present  sketch  being  the  only  sur- 
vivor of  the  family.  One  sister  lived  to  the 
age  of  ninety  years,  and  all  were  married  ami 
had  famil  ies. 

.Senator  Blakeslee  received  his  education  in 
the  district  schoids  of  Connecticut;  and  after 
he  became  old  enough  to  travel  he  went  west- 
ward from  his  early  home  on  a  prospecting 
tour,  and  finall)'  in  1837  bought  a  farm  in 
York,  Livingston  County,  N.\\,  where  he 
settled  do.vn,  the  farm  comprising  about  (Jiie 
hundied  and  sevent)-five  acres,  situated  in  the 
southern  jxirt  of  the  town.  Having  made  his 
residence  there  so  long  ago,  he  was  satisfied 
to  remain  on  the  familiar  sjiot  till  a  few  years 
ago,  when  he  bought  an  addition  to  his  estate, 
consisting  of  fi\e  acres  of  land  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  roadway.  lleie  he  erected  a 
new  residence,  and  has  settled  ilown  to  spend 
the  remainder  ol  his  life. 

Mr.  Blakeslee  married  his  first  wife  in 
1826,  and  mo\ed  to  the  town  of  LitchfieKI, 
Conn.,   wheie  he  resided  eleven  years. 
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Mrs.  I^hikcslcc  died  in  1839.  They  had 
four  cliiUireii  Moii  ucy,  Josc])!),  Lyman,  aiul 
Sandi.  Not wilhsland iiii;  ihc  ijcauty  of  their 
native  town,  one  nt  the  ohie.st  and  most  pict- 
uresquely situated  in  the  State,  the  first  and 
second  named  |)relei  red  ;i  lionie  witli  a  hroader 
prospect  for  (le\ eh)[)inei)l,  ami  so  trusted  their 
fate  to  the  Inlure  dl  the  great  hike-bordered 
State  of  Miehii;\in.  Mr.  IMakeslee's  second 
wife  was  Miss  J.ucy  Hull,  of  Connecticut; 
and  tliey  bi'oughl  up  two  children,  both 
daughters,  Lucy  and  Marietta,  who  live  in  the 
vicinit)'  of  their  father's  home  in  Vork. 
I\hirietta  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  George  \V. 
Greene.  Mr.  l^lakeslei'  married  for  his  third 
wife  Miss  Lucy  i-Cendall  Hopson,  wIkj  still 
makes  his  h(jme  pleasant. 

Mr.  ]51akeslee  has  long  been  known  as  one 
of  the  most  ]jrominent  business  men  in  Liv- 
ingston County.  lie  was  for  a  long  time  a 
Director  of  the  Mount  Morris  Bank,  and  has 
been  a  Director  of  the  Genesee  Valley  iiank 
for  thirty  years.  lie  is  a  Deacon  in  the  Bap- 
tist church  of  the  town,  having  been  a  memljcr 
of  that  denomination  foi-  over  si.xty  years.  In 
politics  he  was  first  a  Whig,  and  is  now  a 
Republican.  His  first  Tresidential  vote  was 
'cast  in  i8jo  f(jr  John  Quincy  Adams.  In 
1893,  at  the  age  (jf  ninety-fcnu'  years,  Mr. 
151akeslee  was  .111  interested  visitor  at  the 
World's  h'air,  even  taking  jjassage  on  the 
l'\'rris  Wheel  on  two  tl liferent  occasions,  antl 
appreciatively  viewing  the  beauties  and  won- 
ders of  the  White  City  on  the  lake  shore. 

1  ^.^  

I^l^h^I^'I"   SWh:]':'!',   a   leading  business 
tjl      nian  (jf  DansviUe,  N.Y.,  and  (jne  of 
the  directors  and  managers  of  the 
—  -Sweet  M.iiuifcU  luring  Comjxin),  was 
born  in  Dansville,  X.V.,  June  2,   1847,  son 
of  George  and  Rutli  (Dunn)  .Sweet  and  grand- 
son of  Thomas  Sweet.     The  latter  was  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  and  came  from  there  to 
Dutchess   C(junty,   New   York,   being  among 
the  early  settlers  of  that  county.     Later  he 
went   to   Camillus,    ()iu)n(laga    County,  puv- 
chased  a  faiin,  and  resided  there  for  the  rest 
of  his  life.     He  had  nine  children. 

(jeorgc,  who  was  the  fifth  child,  was  born 


in  Dutchess  County,  and  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  ()n(jn(laga  County,  where  he  ix-ceived 
his  education  in  the  di^-trict  scIiodI,  and  be- 
came accustomed  to  laini  lileand  work.  .\l 
the  age  of  twenty  lie  came  to  .Springwater, 
Li\'ingston  County,  and  later  r(.ino\'ed  to 
Dansville,  somewhere  in  the  loitie:-,  obtain- 
ing work  in  a  machine-shop.  llax  ing  a  nat- 
ural aptitude  foi'  mechanics,  he  soon  mastered 
the  iletails  of  the  work,  and  became  a  profi- 
cient at  his  trade.  ResoU'ed  not  to  remain  a 
journe)nian  all  his  life,  he  practised  economy, 
and  in  course  ol  time  purchased  tlie  factory, 
which  he  cai  ried  on  successful  1}'  for  (jver  forty 
years,  when  he  retired  from  at'ti\e  woik, 
though  retaining  an  interest  in  the  factor)'  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  June 
19,  1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  II  is 
wife,  Ruth,  was  a  daugliter  ol  John  Dunn,  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Avon.  .She  reaied  ftjur 
children  —  Albert,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Elvira,  who  married  J.  C.  Whitehead,  of 
Dansville;  branny;  and  hjuma.  Mrs.  George 
.Sweet  is  still  living  at  the  old  homestead,  at 
the  age  of  si\t}'-nine,  a  lady  of  charming  i)er- 
sonality  and  sweet  disposition.  The  house, 
which  was  built  b)'  Mi'.  .Sweet  in  1867,  is  still 
f)ne  of  the  most  attracti\e  lesidences  in  the 
village. 

Albert  Sweet  accpiiretl  a  fair  store  of  use- 
ful knowledge  in  the  Dansville  .Seminary,  and 
at  the  age  ot  twenty  engaged  in  the  gi'ocery 
business,  forming  a  partnership  with  Thomas 
1'^.  Gallagher  under  the  lii'm  name  of  .Sweet  iv 
(jallagher.  lie  (ontiiuied  so  employed  f(jr 
five  years,  but  in  1873  purchased  an  interest 
in  the  .Sweet  .Manufacturing  ComiKiny,  and 
has  ever  since  been  pi'ominently  connected 
with  this  c(;ncern,  which  raid^s  among  the 
leading  industries  (jI  the  thriving  village. 
The  firm  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
reapeis,  nioweis,  aiul  othei  larming  iuiple- 
ments,  and  has  an  enviable  rejnitation  for  the 
(piality  of  its  prtnlucts  and  its  "st|uare" 
methods  of  dealing.  The  business  has  grown 
to  large  jiroportions  since  (ieorge  .Sweet  w  ith 
his  hard-earnc'd  savings  first  |)urchased  the 
little  factor)'  lU'ar  Cummingsville,  oin-  mile 
south  of  the  village  of  Dansville. 

Mr.    Sweet's    wife    was    belore  marriage 
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Miss   I'.l  i/.il.i  l  h    I'.ilvvin'l  ,.     A    ■,kcl(  li    <,l    In  i 
f;itlici,  A  I''\,iimIii    ImIumi        ;i  ii.ilivr  ol  r,,illi, 
."^.l  III  1)1  11   (1,11  Illy,  N  .  \' . ,  111,1  y        \(i<i\.i  (\  I'll  1)11 
;i  ni/l  lid    |m;','  ■  "I    I  li  1  ■     "  1 1 1 1  im'  .      All.  ,1  ml  Mr,. 
Swccl     li;ivi     DIM'     ,'/ii,     'i'  ''i!M',    '.vIm>,    , till  I 
rccciviii;',     lir,    ])ii  I/.u.iIdi  y    >  i|iii  .il  imi    .il  lli' 
1  );ili.S\' i  1 1</   Nc:\v   .S(  IiddI,  miIi  miI   '  Mini  II  llni 
vcrsity,  wlicif  lie  is  now  i|ii,il  ilyin;;  luin.rll  Id 
1)11  ijim-  ;iii  ;ii(  liili  (  I .     ,M  1 .  Swijct   is  ;i  iii.iii  ul 
iiilliH  iiii    ill   llic  ;ifl,iii'.  <)(   lii',  tov/ii  ;iii'l  vil 
ia<.',i;.     Ill   :,i  I  vcd  ;i  j   '  ,ii))'  1 1  .01    in  ,iii'l 
1882,  was  I'll  ,t  111,1,1 1  1    1)1    b, in  . villi   lniin  i'/',y,ii 
to   ]H(/)^   ami    I/, I,   :,'')Vr(l    ..omi-    yi.ii  ,   on  iIh' 
Scliool    '  iiHiiiiiUcC.      lie   is  a    im  inl)i  ;    ol  llii- 
Masoiiic  (;i'l<  r,  lM'loii;.';iii;;  lo   I'lioni/.   I  .odfo  ,, 
So.  115,  A,  I .  &  A.  M.,  ami  al  .o  lo  I  in-  Hoy.il 
Alt!)   ('Ai'A])l(:t.     Ill    |;olili(al  allaiii   lic  .',ii|/ 
ports  t!i(;  J>>c)iiot rat ic  j/.tity;  ;iii'l  i'Otli  Im  anil 
hi.s  wife  attend   tlie   I'rc  sbyti  1  mn  'l/nnli,  ol 
which  Mr.s,  Sweet  in  an  at  live  inciuber.  Mi. 
Sweet's  htisijie.sH  and  .sof  iai  standini:  in  fl/e 
cfnnniunity  well  illiislrateft  tlie  value  o(  <  am'  ,1 
anfl  well -directed  effort.     In  this  he  ha;  lol 
lowed  in  the  foot.steps  of  his  falher,  who  at 
tained  a  high  degree  of  hiisinewH  JH,ieceH>»  and 
acquired    a   wcll-eartied    eojupetenee.  JJolh 
Mr.  and  Mr*.  Sweet  occupy  a  high  place  in 
iJansville  .society,  and  their  j^leanant  home  i;v 
often  the  »cene  of  a  generoun  hospitality  to 
their  numerous  friends. 


A.MJ'.S  11.  l'>A(-K{yr>,  a  retired  ru\]ft/,u\ 
engineer  residing  at  No.  H(j  Main 
.Street,  Attica,  N.V.,  wa»  born  at 
.Stafford,  r<r;nc»ec  Comity,  in  tH'zy 
His  father,  John  M.  iJackun,  wa^  a  r»ative  0/ 
the  town  of  .MarcelhiM,  All;any  (l(>unty.  lia 
WH%  horn  in  tfic  year  iJ{<yji,  and  at  the  age  of 
Msvcfi  ycar»  wan  brought  by  hi*  |>arent»  to  fic/i 
e.M:e  County  nhcii  there  wa»  hut  one  houw;  in 
the  city  of  l^atavia.  J  he  grandfather  wa»  a 
farmer,  and  folloHcd  tliat  vocation  through 
life.  He  wa»  twice  married,  and  raided  a 
»mall  family. 

.Mr.  ikii  ku!*'*  father  wa»  trainc<l  to  agriculf 
iiral  \A%rftu\t»,  whkh  he  al^/  followc/l  a«»  a  V/^a 
tion.    The  maiden  narrte  of  hi*  wife  wa.*  .Sally 
.Sutton,  of    Jeremiah    Sult/>ri,  of 

liiAnv'iu,  :  .Marctfllu*,     Ihcy  we/t  »iar- 
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loi  oniol  I  ■.(■    woil,  ,   ol    III'     I  oiiijiany    al     I  («na 
.van'l.i.      II''    h'j'^aii    iiinniii;',    'ai    lli<  l!,ila',i,i 
■•,(•' I  ion  al)(;iit  I '"I  ,  I ,  .iii'l  'oi)ln(M''l  .il  III'  llii'il 
t|c  '  oii'iid'a  al/ly  '/vi   l«;ily  year-,,  heiof',  ''/in 
);'  lli'l  hy  iiiij>aii''l  ','1,1011  and  l-iiliiij',  Imaltli  I'/ 
/'tire  permanently  liom  ila    I'l.i'l   m  .M.ii'h, 
iH'^,!.     With  hut  oil'.  (  .<( '  pi  I'//),  l/(    wa'i  th*  11 
the 'ddest  engineer  in  the  Stale,     M/,  I'/afl.nM 
(hning  his  long  e'<peiieiite  a^  a   lo( '/motive; 
engine-er  ha»  ne<.es';;i(  ily  pa>»(»ed  Ih/ough  many 
ex(  iling  wcncrt.    In  he  wa»  Mcve/ely  in 

jured,  hiH  ei/gine  having  jumped  fio;n  the 
tra(  k,  (aiming  him  to  lose  a  lind/;  hut,  ;i-4 
Sioon  aid'',  he  wa»  at  )d<*  |>o*t  ',t^',uu,  II- 
wa»  alway*  a  most  effif  ient  and  tru.-;t wo/th/ 
onployce,  and  of  e^xreedlng  value-  fo  the  /  (,m 
j/any,  nevf  havi/ig  heen  <  en.sujed  of  even 
blamed  for  a  sinj'Je  fault  dining  hi<*  lo/ig 
Hcrv  ire, 

Mr.    ha'ku4  was   married    on  October 
1850,  to  ,Mi>»<*  Mary  Murphy,  and  they  have 
but  one  child  left,  a  miu,  Hyton,  who  wai  mar 
ried  to  hh  w cond  wife  m  ,'»epterr(hrr,  tH(j\, 
arid  is  rrovv  with  his  father  in  the  livery  hu«;r 
iie<»<»-    '1  he  only  daughter,  who  wa*  highly  edu 
cated  and  a< ' on«plivlied,  a  •tktlfirl  piarti^t,  arrd 
a  very  estimable  yorrng  lady,  e;«cedrr>gly  de 
voted  to  her  \TUfCu\''.,  died  at  the  age  of  Iwenfy. 

or»  Jrdy  z'j,  s^My.  Mr,  |{a<l<u'»  «iorr»e 
year<»  ago  pnrchaM'd  the  farm  in  ,Staffr;fd  \\\io\y 
wJdeh  W\%  (/iirerrlH  re*ide'l  previou*  I//  »h<'ir 
removal  lo  the  VV'e^t,  ar»d  which  he  afterward 
V/ld  for  ten  lhou'4ar»d  dollar^  reali/rrrg  a  very 
handsome  |//oht/    He  ha»  '/ccu^ied  hi»  |/re*errt 
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C(jnit\)rtal)lc  residence  since  i  CS69  ;  and,  having 
erected  and  fitted  uj)  a  ^nod  livery  .stable  upon 
an  adjoining'  Int,  lie  and  his  son  conduct  a 
hist-class  ])nsiness,  1)\'  couitesy  aiul  reatliness 
to  acc(jniniodate  winning  a  liberal  patronage. 


h.Rl'.MIAll  W.  ClIANDLl'lR,  a  well- 
to-do  and  highly  resi)ecteil  citi/en  of 
the  town  oi  \unda,  is  a  thorough -going 
farmer  who  is  carrying  on  mi.xed  hus- 
bandry after  the  most  approved  modern 
methods.  .Mr.  Chandler  was  born  March  28, 
1839,  ill  the  town  of  Castile,  Wyoming 
Count)'.  11  is  grandfather,  William  Chandler, 
was  born  and  bred  in  Cayuga  County,  and 
lived  there  sexeial  )'ears  after  his  marriage. 
He  subsec|Uentl\'  migrated  to  Livingston 
County  with  his  faniih',  and  for  some  time  was 
engagetl  in  the  pioneer  lab(jr  of  clearing  off  a 
ptjrtion  of  the  land.  After  partly  improving  a 
homestead,  he  removed  to  ()liio,  where  he 
bought  another  farm,  on  which  he  spent  his 
I'eniaining  years. 

Walter  I).  Chandler,  son  of  William,  was 
born  and  educated  in  Cayuga  County,  and, 
while  li\  ing  with  his  parents,  acquired  a  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  various  brandies  of 
agriculture.  When  his  father  remoxxd  to 
Ohio,  he  stayetl  in  this  county,  aiitl  soon  after 
bought  a  farm  on  the  .State  Road,  three  miles 
north  of  Nunda,  where  he  pursued  his  chosen 
vocation  for  some  }  ears.  l  ie  afterward 
changed  his  place  of  residence  to  the  town  of 
Castile;  and  there  he  ]jassed  his  remaining 
days,  dei)arting  this  life  in  iiS47.  He  married 
Chloe  Church,  daughter  of  Richard  Church; 
and  she  sur\i\'ed  him  neaily  half  a  century, 
d)'ing'  in  )iine,  1<S<J3,  at  the  ach'anced  age  of 
eight}'-tw(j  )  CiU's.  Se\  en  cliihiren  were  born 
of  their  union;  naniel)',  Susan,  Maria  C. , 
Ruth  Jeremiah  W. ,  l{meline,  Walter  D., 
and  rinebe  J.  lAll  are  now  living,  with  the 
exception  of  Susan  and  Walter;  but  few  of 
them  ha\'e  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  their 
birth,  their  homes  now  being  in  different  [xirts 
of  the  count  r)'. 

Jeremicdi  W.  Chandler  recei\'ed  a  substantial 
common-schoid  ctlucation  in  the  town  of  Cas- 
tile, and,  on  arriving  at  years  of  discretion, 


engaged  in  farming  pursuits.  in  i  S60,  in 
]jartnershi[i  with  his  fathei'-in-law,  Albert  11. 
I'rescott,  he  bouglil  one  luuidi'ed  acres  of  land 
on  ivist  Hill,  where  he  lixed  tor  about  twehe 
)ears.  He  then  mo\ed  into  a  house  owned  1j)' 
Mr.  Trescott  ;  ami  in  this  he  resided  until 
kS(S8,  when  he  bought  his  jjreseiit  fine  pro])- 
erty.  In  1860  Mr.  Chandler  and  Miss  Abbie 
A.  Prescott,  the  daughter  of  Albert  H.  and 
I'diza  (Ih'own)  I'rescott,  were  unitetl  in  niar- 
ritige.  Their  domestic  hearthstone  has  been 
brightened  by  the  birth  of  eight  children, 
namely:  Walter  H.,  a  resilient  of  Xunda,  who 
married  b.sther  Johnson,  and  has  two  chiltlren; 
Blanche  I''.,  the  wife  of  Herbert  S.  Barker, 
who  has  one  child,  a  bo)'  named  Ray;  Grace 
M.  ;  Ruth  A.,  the  wife  of  Frank  Seager,  who 
has  one  child,  Blanche;  .Susie  ]{.  ;  Arthur 
W.  ;  James  C.  ;  and  Jessie  H. 

Socially,  Mr.  Chandler  and  his  pleasant 
family  are  held  in  high  consideration;  and 
their  happ)'  home  is  noted  for  its  genei'ous  lios- 
jiitality.  In  his  jxilitical  \'iews  Mr.  Chandler 
has  always  been  a  warm  and  active  siipp(ji'tcr 
of  the  principles  advanced  by  the  Republican 
part)';  and  his  first  Presidential  vote,  cast  in 
i860,  was  given  to  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Larmers'  Alliance. 


W 


Charles 


<.  P.  S.  GOODWIX,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing physicians  of  the  town  of  Pcrr\', 
Wyoming  Comity,  N.  \'. ,  was  boi  n 
.Se]3tember  30,  1862.  His  father, 
L.  Cioodwin,  who  is  (jf  P'.nglish  de- 
scent, was  iiorn  October  9,  1821,  at  Akron, 
()hio.  When  still  \'ei'\'  \'oung,  he  was  em- 
plo)ctl  as  contractor  foi'  the  Warsaw  .Salt  Coui- 
pau)-,  and  later  in  life  mo\ed  to  Llorida,  whoe 
he  now  resides  in  I'lalirokc,  and  is  c\leii--i\ id\' 
engaged  in  the  fruit  business.  His  ti\e  chib 
ilren  are  ;  Martha,  who  married  S.  Moibra,  of 
Ohio;  Cvntliia  R.,  who  lix'es  in  Thompson, 
Ohio;  Mattie,  who  niarrietl  William  Da\'is, 
and  li\'es  in  ()liio;  Charles,  who  resides  in 
C  ireigs\  i  1  le,  X.  \'.  ;  and  P.  .S. ,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

P.  -S.  Cioodw  in  was  etlucated  at  Western  Re- 
serve University,  Cle\'eland,  Ohio,  receiving  a 
diploma  from  that   institution   Tebruary  25, 
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1(^85,  and  the  following-  Jul)-  came  to  Perry 
Centre  and  be>;'an  practising.  Alter  eij^ht  \'er)' 
successlul  )ears  in  that  place  he  reniovetl  to 
I'ei'r)',  wheie  he  l)(>n<;ht  a  larj^e  residence 
(in  Main  Stieet,  and  continued  his  practice 
with  an  e\er- increasinj;-  circle  of  patrons, 
both  in  the  xilla^e  and  in  the  suirountlini; 
country. 

In  iScST)  Dr.  (iomlwin  married  Ilattic  L. 
Ball,  who  was  born  .\o\ember  30,  US65,  at 
Perry  Centre,  danj;lUci  ol  Chailes  S.  and  Har- 
riet (.Seymour;  iSall.  Charles  S.  \ki\\  was  a 
nati\e  of  I'eir)'  Centre,  born  July  13,  1843, 
son  of  haniel  am!  Jane  li.  (Higgins)  Ball, 
and  graiulson  (if  Jabe/  and  .Abigail  (l^ristol) 
l-5all.  Jabe/.  i^all  was  born  in  C'onnecticut, 
.May  30,  1780,  and  b\'  tr.tde  was  a  carpenter 
and  joiner.  Maich  11,  1807,  he  married  Abi- 
[;ail  Bristol,  born  Januar)-  27,  1791  ;  and  su(jn 
after  their  niarria<;e  they  came  to  Wyoming 
Count)',  and  buuyht  a  faini  in  the  town  (jf 
Perry,  where  the)  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives. 
Jabez  died  when  se\ent\'-two  )ears  of  a^e,  and 
his  wife  passed  awa)'  at  the  at^e  of  eighty-nine, 
ihc)'  had  nine  children  —  ^Alanson,  Reuben, 
Daniel,  Almira,  .Samantha,  Chloe,  Mary  J., 
Phebe,  and  Dorcas.  Daniel,  the  third  .son, 
was  born  in  the  town  ol  Warsaw,  \\'y(jmini; 
County,  March  3,  i8i(j.  In  1842  he  married 
Jane  1'!.  lliggins,  who  was  b(irn  June  16,  1820, 
and  died  in  .March,  18(^4.  Alter  his  marriage 
he  fcillowcd  the  shoemaker's  trade,  and  was 
also  I'ostmaster  for  t we'nt)'-eight  )'ears.  P'or 
twent)-one  )'eai"s  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  has  been  'Prustee  (if  the  Congregati(inal 
church.  He  still  li\cs,  and  enjoys  the  au- 
tumn of  a  useful  life.  His  two  children  were: 
Chai  les  .S. ,  the  lather  ol  .Mrs.  (joodwin ;  and 
M.  l^all,  who  died  at  the  age  of  si.xteen. 
Charles  .S.  Ball  was  Depul\'  Postmaster  and 
clerk,  also  book-keeper  tor  his  father,  and  at 
one  time  was  occupied  as  ckak  in  a  drug  store 
at  Perr)'.  He  now  follows  the  ti'ade  of  carj^en- 
ter  and  joiner  at  Perry  Centre.  Piis  wife  dietl 
at  the  age  ol  lort)-  )ears,  le.i\  ing  (iiie  daughter, 
who  is  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  biog- 
laphy. 

Dr.  Ciootlwin  is  a  member  of  Consolation 
Lodge,  No.  404,  A.  &  A.  M.,  of  Perry; 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  arc  members  of  the 


Presb)'tei'ian  church.  He  is  a  stanch  lve|)nb- 
lican,  and  is  e\er  act  i\'e  in  town  alfaii's.  His 
large  pra(.'tiee  in  Peir)'  ociupies  the  grcalci' 
part  ol  liislime;  and  i  n  add  i  I  ion  to  t  h  is  he  h.is 
man)  patients  at  the  Centre  who  were  loinierl)' 
patrons  lif  Dr.  Kudges,  the  well-known  and 
highl)'  esteemetl  ph)sician  whose  jjractice  Dr. 
Cioiidwin  bought  out  when  the  former  rem()\ed 
t(j  Hornellsx  ille,  N.  Y.  It  is  liften  .said  that  it 
is  the  busiest  [jcoiile  who  find  the  nuist  time  to 
dcMite  to  others;  and  this  is  most  plainl)' 
deuKinstrated  in  the  life  of  Dr.  (j(iodu'in,  who, 
in  spite  of  his  large  practice,  is  alwa)'s  ready 
to  interest  himself  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
welfai'e  lif  the  town  (ir  his  lellow-men. 


VDVy '^'^'^'^^^  CCl'LD  McNI\X"lI,  an 
X/sX/  energetic,  thrifty,  and  well-to-do 
farmer  of  Ossian,  comes  of  Scotch 
ancestr)',  and  is  the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  (if  the  C(iunt\'.  His  grand- 
father, William  ?ylcXinch,  .Sr.,  was  born  in 
Scotland,  and  was  reared  to  a  laiinei-'s  lile,  his 
fathei"  having  lieen  a  small  landholder  there. 
Pail  ii;  rat  in  Li,'  to  the  L'nited  .States  when  a  \  iiuni'" 
man,  he  settled  in  1  .i\ingstiin  C(iunty,  being- 
one  (jf  the  first  to  take  up  land  in  the  town  (if 
Conesus.  He  married  Hannah  Pickles,  a  na- 
tive of  PennsN  K-cUi ia,  who  boie  him  one  child, 
William,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
writing.  After  the  (leath  of  the  grandfathei-, 
his  widow-  lormed  a  sec(ind  marriage,  bcLdiiiing 
the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Carter;  and  of  liei'  se(-(ind 
union  eight  cliildren  were  biirn.  .She  spent 
the  last  years  lif  her  life  with  her  eldest  son, 
the  only  child  of  her  first  marriage. 

Williar.i  McXinch,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Ciiiie- 
sus,  Livingston  Count\-,  ()ctober  7,  1812,  and 
was  but  two  )-ears  old  wIk-ii  bis  mother  ic- 
moxctl  to  West  .Sp.iita,  wheie  he  li\ed  until  lif 
age.  He  then  began  working  b\-  the  iiKiUlii, 
continuing  thus  employed  lor  si.\  years.  In 
l83(j,  in  C(im|)an)-  with  one  ol  his  ste|)- 
brothers,  he  engaged  in  general  farming.  In 
1843  he  removed  to  the  Iciw  n  of  (  )s>i,in,  where 
he  purchased  a  farm  liu  whi(.h  Ik-  lived  some 
ten  )-ears  befiire  he  bought  his  present  fine  es- 
tate, which  contains  one  hundred  and  si.xt)' 
acres  of  us  fertile  and  productive  land  as  there 
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is  in  this  localit)-.  On  October  4,  1841,  he 
was  married,  and  lias  reared  f(jur  chikh'en,  of 
whom  the  Idllmvinj^  is  chronicled:  William 
(i.  is  the  subject  nt  this  bi  iet  sketch.  Louis 
J.  marrietl  Mai)'  AIosici\  Louise  is  the  wife 
of  Gairett  Smith,  of  l)akota.  Harriet  is  the 
wife  of  Jnhn  I'assaj^e. 

William  (lonld  McNinch  was  born  in  Al- 
mond, Allegany  Count)-,  X.Y.,  July  28,  1842, 
but  acquired  his  education  in  the  ])ublic 
schools  tif  this  count)',  his  parents  having  re- 
moved here  when  he  was  c[uitc  young.  Like 
many  of  the  farmers'  ,^ons,  he  followed  in  the 
footsteps  ot  his  ancestiii's  in  regard  to  choo.sing 
his  1  ifc  occuijation,  and  has  dev(jted  his  atten- 
tion chiert)'  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  re- 
maining with  his  father  until  twenty-seven 
years  of  age.  lie  had  in  the  mean  time,  Ikjw- 
ever,  bought  a  farm,  and  tor  four  years  w<;rked 
l)oth  his  fathei''s  and  his  own  land.  He  sub- 
sequentl)'  purchased  one  himdred  and  sixty 
acres  of  his  jiresent  larni,  to  which  he  has 
since  adiled  another  purchase  of  fifty-five 
acres,  so  that  his  homestead  now  includes  two 
hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of  land.  This  he 
de\'otes  to  general  fai'ining,  iii  which  he  has 
met  with  rare  success,  the  excellent  results  of 
his  methods  of  work  being  so  a[)parent  to  c\'en 
the  most  casual  (jbser\'er  that  he  is  considered 
one  ot  the  niodel  tarmers  of  this  section  of 
the  county.  Mv.  AlcXinch  is  a  wide-awake, 
progressix'e  man,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Ivepublican  party,  the 
same  political  oigaiii/ation  that  his  father  has 
alwa)'s  suppiiitetl.  In  their  religious  belief 
the  AIcNinch  fainil)'  are  regidar  worshippers  at 
the  Fresl))'terian  church,  towartl  the  support  of 
which  they  give  generousl)'. 

An  important  e\ent  in  the  career  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Ninch was  his  union  with  Annetta  Cuey, 
which  was  celebrated  in  11X67.  IMrs.  Mc- 
Xinch  is  a  nati\'e  of  Ossian,  being  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Andrew  and  )eanette  Grev,  who 
were  prominent  anmng  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
the  town.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McNinch  have  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  namely: 
Carrie,  who  married  James  Covert,  a  well- 
known  fanner,  and  the  representative  of  an 
old  and  honored  fam  i  ly  of  Ossian  ;  Grey;  and 
Lester. 


XMl'.S  L.  hlDMUXD.S,  a  late  well-to- 
do  tarmer  and  ])rominent  citi/en  of  I'or- 
tagi.',  Liviugstnii  (_'oimt)',  N.\'.,  who 
died  April  28,  1893,  esteemed  and  le- 
gretted  1))'  a  large  circle  (if  friends  and  ac- 
(piaintances,  was  a  natix'c  of  Dutchess  County. 
J I  is  father,  Henry,  and  his  grandfather,  Ken- 
nedy Ltlmunds,  were  boin  antl  reared  as 
farniers,  the  latter  owning  and  oi)erating  a 
large  farm,  upon  which  he  lived  until  his  de- 
cease. Henry  lulmunds  moved  from  Dutchess 
to  Livingston  County  in  the  month  of  April, 
l(S56,  and  settled  ujjon  a  tarni  of  eight)'  acres 
in  the  tnwn  of  I'ortage,  which  was  in  a  high 
state  of  culti\ati(jn,  and  contained  good  ami 
substantial  buildings.  Here  he  resided  for 
the  remainder  ot  his  life.  He  was  married 
three  times,  his  first  wife  being  Sally  (3rt<jn, 
who  died  young  and  without  issue.  His  sec- 
ond wife  was  h'diza  Wing,  by  whoni  he  had 
two  children;  and,  she  d)'ing,  he  wetlded  Jo- 
hanna \\  ing,  by  whcjm  he  had  four  children  — 
h^llen,  James  L. ,  I'^liza,  aiul  William  H. 

James  L. ,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  whose 
birth  occurred  on  h'ebruary  4,  1826,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools,  and  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  1848,  while  still  a 
youiig  man,  he  went  to  California,  arri\'ing 
there  in  the  \'ery  midst  of  the  excitement  of 
the  gold  fever,  and  remained  about  three  years. 
Upon  his  return  Last,  he  came  to  Lix  iiigston 
Count)',  and  settled  in  I'urtage  in  1835.  In 
1845  he  marrietl  Mary  M.  Griffin,  daughter  of 
Barthidomcw  and  .Sarah  (I-"ilkins)  Gritfin,  ot 
Dutchess  Count\'.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  hldmunds 
reared  four  children  —  Dona,  I-"redei'ick,  i\r- 
thur,  and  Carol.  Dona  niarried  Miltt)n  (iriffin, 
and  resides  in  .St.  Paul,  Minn.,  where  !\lr. 
(iritfin  is  Professor  of  Languages  at  Haiiilin 
College;  the\'  ha\'e  two  children  —  Lawrence 
and  Maridii.  h'rederick  married  Levancha 
Dryer,  of  X'ictor,  .X.  \'.  ;  he  is  a  lawver,  ;nul 
was  formerly  I'ostiiiaster  of  that  jjlace,  attei'- 
ward  becoming  one  ot  the  jiioneers  ot  the 
Cherokee  stiip.  Arthur  married  Almy  Will- 
ianison,  of  Canieron,  X.\'.,  and  is  now  a  ranch- 
man in  Kansas;  he  has  one  ch i Kl,  J ohii.  Cand 
married  Henr\'  A\'erall,  and  resides  at  Portage. 

I\lrs.  luliiiunds  survived  her  husband,  anil 
still    li\'es  at  the  old   homestead,  one   ot  the 
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handsomest  houses  in  the  \-illage.  Mr.  lul- 
niunds  was  a  man  of  rare  worth,  a  true  friend 
and  e\em|dai'\'  eili/eii.  lie  was  for  many 
\'ears  a  member  n|  the  Alelluidist  church  at 
Halton,  as  was  his  wile.  lie  had  served  three 
terms  as  Assessoi'  ot  riutage.  Pre\  ious  to  tlie 
election  of  .Ai)iaham  Lincoln  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat, but  had  e\er  since  been  a  stanch  adherent 
to  the  ])rinci])les  of  the  Republican  party. 


ARI.i:S  A.  rOAX,  one  of  the  lead- 
,  iu'^  business  men  of  Perry,  Wyoming 
is  ,  C'ount\'  was  born  in  Aurora,  Cayuga 
Count}',  X.  \'.,  Jul}-  4,  1861,  son  of 
John  S.  and  Hannah  (Kendall)  Toan.  lie 
was  educated  in  the  di^tiict  schools  (jf  his 
town,  and  at  the  age  ot  sixteen  began  his  busi- 
ness career  as  clerk  for  W.  A.  Ogden,  at 
King's  l'"erry,  Cayuga  County.  He  remained 
there  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
went  to  Sihei'  .Spiings,  where  he  assisted  m 
the  eiecticiu  of  a  salt  ])laiit,  of  which  he  was 
afterward  Superintendent.  Later  he  accepted 
a  ])osition  with  the  Sih'er  Lake  Ice  Company 
in  Perry.  .All'.  Toan  married  Hattie  Da\'is 
.Smith,  who  was  born  in  Perry,  P'ebruary  22, 
1864,  and  is  the  daughter  of  IMarvin  and  Mi- 
randa (Mills))augh)  Smith.  (See  sketch  of 
Clarence  M.  .Smith.)        ,        .  ., 


Rs.  ri<:hi-;cca  c.  \vhitp:man, 

of  l)ans\'ille,  was  born  in  Sjiarta, 
Livingston  County,  N.Y.,  in 
1S24.  llei'  father,  'Pelemachus 
Clenions,  a  nati\'e  of  Xcw  York,  came  from 
Ronie,  (  )neida  (.'ount\',  to  Sparta  diu'ing  his 
childhood  to  li\'e  with  a  sister,  who  resides  in 
that  place.  Here  lie  lemained  uiitil  he 
reached  his  majority,  when  he  started  out  to 
earn  his  own  lix'clihood.  Hy  industry  and 
economy  he  was  at  last  aljle  to  purchase  a 
small  estate,  which  was  enlarged  by  frequent 
additions  to  an  expanse  of  four  hundred  acres. 
Ml',  (demons  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
this  local  it}',  antl  cleared  the  dense  forest 
gi'owth  Ironi  the  land  upon  which  he  built  his 
house.  As  the  popidatioii  of  Sparta  increased 
and  the  evolution  from  hamlet  to  town  was  in 


progress,  his  recognized  abilities  placetl  him  in 
a  jn'ominent  i)osition  in  the  comnumit}'.  lie 
was  Justice  ol  the  Peace  lor  man}'  }'ears,  and 
was  held  in  uiu\ersal  respect  and  esteem. 
Alter  s(jme-  \'ears  he  sold  his  estate  in  .Sparta,, 
and  moved  to  l)ans\ille,  where  he  bought  a 
house  and  lot,  although  the  last  four  years  of 
his  lite  were  spent  beneath  his  (.laughter's 
I'oof,  wheie  Hlial  tenderness  and  care 
smoothed  the  rough  places  of  infirmity,  and 
brightened  the  diinncss  that  shadows  the  long- 
stretch  of  more  than  fourscore  }'ears. 

I\Irs.  'Pelemachus  Clemoi-is,  whose  i-naiden 
name  was  Khoda  Roberts,  belonged  to  a  Jersey 
faiuih'  who  were  aiiiong  the  early  settlers  of 
Spring-water.  Tweh'e  sons  and  daughteis 
were  born  to  these  [parents,  seven  ot  whom  are 
still  lixing  -  Mai}';  Lvdia;  Rebecca,  of  whoiri 
this  biograph}'  is  written;  .San-iuel  ;  Abner; 
Cieorge;  ami  Lli/a.  I'he  mother  died  in  18S4, 
at  eight}'-lhree  }'ears  of  age.  Poth  Mr.  ami 
Mrs.  demons  were  in  the  communion  of  the 
Methodist  chui\h;  and  the  foip-ier  took  an  ac- 
tive part  in  cliurch  work,  lieing  a  class  leader 
for  many  \'ears 

Rebecca  Cdenions  was  married  in  11845  to 
Keuben  W  hitemaii,  whose  latlier  was  a  farmer 
in  Sparta.  Jacob  W'hiteman  was  a  native  of 
J'eniis\'hania,  but  was  ol  (icrman  ])arentag-e. 
He  remo\'ed  to  Sjiarta  in  i8:'4,  and  ren-iained 
there  until  his  death.  Mi-.  Reuben  W'hiteman 
was  educated  iu  the  district  schocd  ;  and  after 
coming  ot  age  he  became  a  land  owner  in 
\\a}lancl,  Steuben  Count}',  where  he  farnied 
until  I  S3  J,  when  he  caiue  to  Hansx'ille,  and 
established  a  lumber  \'arcl,  of  which  he  con- 
tinued the  head  until  his  death  in  1888.  He 
was  |u-on-iinent  in  the  business  circle,  and 
faxorabl}-  known  throughout  the  entire  conunu- 
nil\'  in  which  he  li\ed.  l-"i\e  children  have 
been  born  to  Mrs.  W  hiteman,  twd  ol  whon-i  are 
still  lix'ing — Aloii/o  J.,  who  married  Julia 
Xettleton,  of  St.  Paul;  and  Clara  J.,  who  mar- 
ried A.  Lester  Cilibs,  and  ha^  oue  child. 

The  domestic  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White- 
man  was  an  ideal  one.  Polh  .spr.mg  fidiu  old 
fan-lilies,  ex  idenlh'  inheriting  the  sort  of  a  s- 
theticism  that  makes  attracti\e  homes;  and  in 
their  costh'  and  beautiful  residence  in  Dans- 
ville  are  e\  ei}  where  .seen  the  traces  of  Intel- 
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Icctiial  cultivation.  ,AIis.  W'hitcman's  .su[)LTi()i" 
intelligence,  tof^ether  with  her  charm  of  nian- 
nei",  make  her  the  tit  mistress  of  this  handsome 
mansion,  a  most  gracious  hostess  ami  a  leader 
in  the  social  lilc  of  the  ])ictnrcs(|ue  little  cit}' 
of  the  ( ienesee  \  alle\'. 


(^rr  LI'XAXJJJ'R  lilAl),  a  farmer  and  mer- 
/^\  chant,  one  of  the  i)r()minent  residents 
/J(^\  of  \'oi"k,  Li\inj^ston  County,  was 
'  horn  in  this  town,  Novemher  22, 
liS2(S.  His  father,  who  ;i]so  hore  the  name 
Alexander,  was  a  native  of  Ayrshire,  Scot- 
land, lie  left  his  natixe  heath  for  the  broad 
continent  of  America  in  1819,  and  after  a 
\'o\-aLie  of  thirteen  weeks  lantled  m  New  \'ork. 
l''rom  that  city  he  sailed  up  the  Hutlson  River 
to  AlhaiiN'.  He  was  not  alone  in  this  new 
land,  tor  a  companx'  ol  frientls  trom  his  nali\'e 
country  were  with  him  ;  and  they  ilroxe  in 
wagons  from  Alhan\'  to  (ienesee  County,  where 
they  made  cjuite  a  settlement  in  what  was  then 
Caledonia. 

-Alexander  Ried,  Sr.,  bought  for  himself  a 
farm  of  about  ninet\'  acres  at  l^'owlcrville,  in 
the  present  town  of  \'oik,  and  immediately  set 
to  work  to  inii)ro\e  the  land  and  set  up  build- 
ings. Time  was  retpiiied  to  get  the  helds 
ready  for  i)loughing,  anil  then  to  sow  and  reap, 
before  tlie  crops  could  be  exchanged  at  the 
markets  for  t]>e  other  comforts  of  life  which  do 
not  gi'ow  from  the  soil.  'J'he  grain  and  ])rod- 
nce  were  taken  in  those  da\'s  on  Hatbuats 
down  the  river,  ami  this  must  have  been  an 
entertaining  journey  for  the  ijackwoodsiiian. 
Mr.  Reid  s[)ent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
this  new  home,  his  death  occurring  here  at  the 
age  of  fift}--eight  }ears.  lie  married  Mvs. 
Jane  (McKerrow)  Nichols,  who  was  born  in 
Scotland,  but  was  married  in  this  countr}'. 
She  had  one  child,  Jane  Nichols,  by  a  former 
marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J\eid  had  one  child, 
Alexander  Reid,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Mvs.  Reid  died  in  the  town  of  York,  at  the 
age  ot  se\enty-four  )ears. 

Alexander  Reid,  the  )'ounger,  the  narrative 
of  whose  lite  is  here  gi\en,  was  educatetl  in 
the  district  school  and  at  Temple  Hill  Acad- 
emy  in    deneseo.     When   a   young    man  he 


staited  in  mercantile  business  at  ^'ork,  ami 
was  occupied  in  that  eiiteiprise  foi-  nearl)' 
t\\ent\'-fi\e  )ears,  lie  then  sold  out  his  inter- 
I'st,  and  bought  a  l.irm  ol  iiinetv  acres.  lie  has 
als(j  ahout  iiiiiet\  acres  in  another  larni  in  N'oik, 
and  has  since  dexoted  his  lime  tn  tanning.  In 
liS6o.Mr.  Reid  was  marrii.'(l  to  Miss  hdlen  |. 
Hryce,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  C. 
(Dickey)  Rryce,  of  the  town  of  \'ork.  Her 
father,  James  Rr\ce,  came  from  Scotland  with 
his  jiarents  when  a  l)o\-  of  fourteen,  and  resided 
at  the  homestead  on  which  his  father  had  set- 
tled iluring  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  se\ent}'-six  years.  lliswife.  Mis. 
.Sara  C.  (Dickc)')  l^ryce,  sm\i\-eil  him  several 
}ears.  Her  jiarents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J(ihn 
Dickey,  who  were  among  the  earl\-  settlers  of 
\'oik,  came  herefrom  Lond(jnderr)',  N.H.,  in 
the  same  way  as  other  pioneers — with  an  o\ 
team  and  co\'ered  wagon.  Tlie  exhilaration 
attordetl  b)'  such  a  trij)  is  the  aim  of  man\' 
summer  health-seekers  in  modern  times  on 
northern  hills  and  mountain  sides  e\ei)')'ear. 
John  Dickc}'  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and 
was  a  son  of  Matthew  and  Janet  (Wallace) 
Dickey,  of  Londonderry,  N.H.  He  carried 
the  mail  on  horseback  main'  \  ears  from  Mos- 
cow to  the  town  of  York.  He  ami  his  wife 
brought  up  a  large  tamil}-,  mostU'  bo)s;  and 
they  earl)-  in  life  emigratetl  to  the  West. 

Mr.  Alexander  Reid  has  held  many  offices 
ol  trust,  and  has  probabl)'  settled  more  estates 
than  ail}'  one  else  in  this  section  of  the  countr\'. 
He  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many 
)  ears.  He  was  the  Clerk  of  the  town  for  eight 
)ears,  and  was  Assessor  of  the  jjlace  when  tlie 
memorable  lawsuit  on  accomit  ot  taxation  was 
going  on  with  the  Delaware  iK:  Lackawanna 
Railroad,  in  whicli  it  will  be  remembered  the 
latter  was  defeated.  Mr.  Reiil  has  been  a  Re- 
imblican  since  the  formation  of  the  part}'. 
His  hist  Presidential  \dte  was  cast  for  Major- 
general  Winfield  Scott  in  KS32. 


W.  'PlA\Ki: SlUTn',  a  well-known 
and  much  respected  citizen  of  Perry 
Centre,  N.Y. ,  was  born  in  that  part 
of    the    original    (ienesee  (."onnl\- 
which    is   now    Livingston   Count)',    fnlv  23, 
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1820,  soil  of  Samuel  and  Phcbc  \V.  (Shepard) 
'rewkcsbur)'.  i  1  is  grandfather,  Jacob  Tewkes- 
bury, who  was  a  native  of  Tewkesbury,  I'-ng- 
hind,  upi.n  coming  to  ^America  settled  in 
Ilopkinton,  Mass.,  where  he  married  Anna 
I.ee,  sister  of  (icneral  Lee,  of  that  Stale.  lie 
bought  five  himdred  acres  of  land,  ami  engaged 
in  farming  antl  in  working  at  the  trade  of 
cooper.  His  death  occui-red  at  the  age  of 
ninet\'  \-ears;  and  he  left  a  family  of  eight 
chililren  —  Jk'tse}',  Martha,  Mary,  Anna,  Sam- 
uel, Jacob,  'I'homas,  aiul  W  illiam. 

Samuel  was  boin  in  Ilopkinton,  December 
22,  1794,  and,  like  his  fathei',  was  a  farmer 
and  cooper.  Jn  1816  he  set  out  with  five  (Jtlier 
settlers,  each  with  a  pack  on  his  back,  for 
Rochester,  N.\'.,  which  at  that  time  was 
scarcely  a  village;  and  its  inn,  kept  by  A. 
Reynolds,  was  but  a  log  house  in  the  wilder- 
ness. ]'"rom  Rochester  they  ccjntinued  their 
journey  as  far  as  the  Ohio  River;  but,  being 
better  pleased  w  ith  \sliat  the)  had  seen  in  New 
York  Slate  than  with  an\  other  land  over 
which  tlic)  had  jomne_\ed,  they  returned  and 
settled  in  Wyoming  County.  .Samuel  Tewkes- 
bury bought  fifty  acres  east  of  Terry  Centre, 
anil  heie  he  started  his  co(ii>erage.  In  181  8  he 
married  Thebe  W.  Sheixird,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 2,  1797,  daughter  of  Otis  and  Grace 
(T;\erett)  Shepard,  her  father  being  a  farmer 
in  Connecticut.  Samuel  Tewkesbury  lived  to 
be  sevent)--three  )ears  (dtl,  his  wife  having 
died  when  she  was  but  fort\'-nine.  Tie  was  a 
member  oi  the  Haptisl  cliurcli,  and  in  politics 
a  Whig.  Of  liT-^  tliiee  children  but  one, 
S.  W. ,  the  subject  of  this  biograjjliy,  grew  to 
maturit}'. 

.S.  W.  'Tcwkesbni)'  is  a  giacluate  of  Wyoming 
.Seminar).  At  ihe  age  of  se\'enteen  he  began 
his  career  as  a  teacher,  wiiich  piolession  lu' 
lollowed  loi'  se\ei'al  _\eai's,  afterward  engaging 
in  conimeicial  jjursuils.  In  1842,  011  Decem- 
ber 21,  Mr.  'Tewkesbur)-  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Maiy  Heneilict,  a  native  of  Manches- 
tei-,   \'t.,   where   she   was   born   September  8, 

1821.  .She  is  the  daughler  of  Truman  and 
Hannah  Henedicl,  who  .settled  shortly  after  hci' 
biith  in  the  town  of  Terry,  N.Y.,  wheie  the\' 
spent  the  |-emainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  Bene- 
dict li\ed  to  be  si.\ty-three  years  of  age,  and 


his  wife  tlied  when  she  was  sixty-five.  He 
was  a  stanch  Ke|nildican,  and  in  1843  and 
1844  was  a  mend)er  of  the  legislal uie.  'Their 
three  children  were:  Charles,  Mai'y,  and 
William. 

.Ml",  and  Mis.  'Tewkeslnu)'  lia\e  had  si.x  chil- 
dren. Tanma  li.  married  I.ee  dross,  and  li\'es 
in  (irand  Rapids,  Mich.  H\ron  ]\.  married 
Addie  -S.  Nichols,  and  lives  on  a  farm  adjoin- 
ing the  homestead.  Mary  manned  Alfred 
Kershaw,  and  ilied,  lea\-ing  one  s<in,  Cliarles 
Tl.  Kershaw.  'The  other  children  died  at  an 
earl)-  age.  Mr.  'Tewkesbur)  was  a  member  of 
the  Assemi)l\-  in  1 874  and  1875,  and  has 
shown  much  interest  in  public  atfairs.  His 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  l'ni\crsalist  chui'ch  ; 
and  both  are  well-known  in  the  communit)'  as 
people  of  high  moral  princiides,  useful  citi- 
zens, and  jdcasant  neighbors. 


^TT^]:TT;R  CAMTBT;LL,  a  veteran  of  the 
\  Ci\il  War  of  1861-65,  a  citizen  of 

I  Caledonia,     the     north-west  corner 

town  ol  Lix'ingston  Countw  was  born 
in  LeRoy,  Cicnesee  C<iunt)',  N.\'.,  March  25, 
1818.  His  father,  James  Campbell,  Avas  born 
in  Scotland,  and  came  to  this  country  in  181  5, 
laiuling  in  No\a  Scotia.  He  later  remox'ed  to 
New  \'oik  .State,  and  took  up  a  grant  of  one 
hundred  anil  sixt)'-five  acres  of  woodland,  on 
which  had  been  built  a  log  hut.  He  jiroceeded 
to  clear  the  land  In  telling  the  trees  and  burn- 
ing the  timber.  The  soil  thus  prepared  tor 
the  plough  soon  smiled  with  its  \earl\'  harvest, 
and  Mr.  Campbell  and  his  growing  famih'  long 
li\ed  on  the  productions  ot  his  larm.  He 
married  M  irv  'Ta\  lo|-,  of  Wheatland,  daughter 
ot  Daniel  'Ta\lor,  a  .Seotchman,  and  they 
rearetl  eleven  children;  namelw  lane,  Teter, 
Christie,  Jeannette,  Daniel,  Marg.iret,  May, 
Catherine,  James,  Nanc\',  and  Duncan.  Dan- 
iel died  while  confined  in  the  prison  at  Ander- 
son\ille  during  the  war.  James  Canii)bell 
died  when  sixt)'-one  )ears  of  age,  and  his  wife 
passed  awa\-  in  her  fort)'-th i rd  war. 

Teler  Cani|il)i'll  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  ot  I.eRo)',  and  adopted  the  lite  ot  a 
farmer.  He  enlisted  to  serve  in  the  Civil 
War  at  the  age  of  foit)'-foui  )ears,  being  one 


■ni/'    '.>'jtb  Ai'/J 

'I''-  '      'i  I.  r'.i:// 

'''..'I  ;in     .        i.\y, : 


.  I  I  II  I  , I  ; 


f!;I  .■{■\ 

■>'  i!  j  /!t    IfjfiJ'-  ,  ...... 

iyj:^,:^,.  j         JhidI  In  ,••))  j/;  i/nbid/fl  .,,1 
.'v.  I  li      /-.r,    Mffj     ii.    (rji-firj-)',    lil,         -i  !  i      :x-H\>n^ , 

"  '.  '•'.•,>•'       X' I '•!«■'•'•  >.  '"I/,  ,  - i»/jv  Y>-»fii'i 

;-;  .  •■■i-'^  .v;).!/  ,v,>')-.,M   .  ^'/Ihlid; 

I  i     ','  l)fil,  ,.:i,f|i.Mi  !    ,(|,,  ,(;!    ,I  ju 
.-iyf'l'M  I     ili     ,i  r.il    ,     V     l';).v:-r„f  : 

I :  i  I 


;<)    \  .V.I 


>i         ■  r:. 


7  .(.,1. 


'  I. 


I  i 


..  /  /  J/!-)'. >| 

'I  I  ■■y.'i  .i'.'iiifn  /'iy| 

!   I  . 

I..' I  I  .!;!.(' 

;  I  &,\  fl 

'■'  ''i  '  i  r;;  ii-^l  i  n. 

"  I'        ;  .,1  M.jcf    /  ill.- 1 

'  •  ri  ,:i  ;,!(■ 
^'  ■■.(■.,:■! 

"•  ■   ■•      » >   I     ..'I >..-'.       : I i  .1  •,  >f!,!. .  HI 

'-     '  I  ■   ,  I  Jl  '  ■      r  ,    .  ;  /       ■.]•  I  ;  ■  ■'  I  ■  ■,'  lil       .  '  ..  .  i 

'   ,  'I'M    .):J'.    •!  m  I 

I     >!...  .  '  ,..(-!•,  ]'  ■  ■.■'.)!  ■)'{  ,  t<< 
'•:■•■•■»>!     >   •-•  ■  I'.'  I    .ni    !i  )       ;ji  (i  ,7  , 
••('■!-:  '<•■  .■:ifl!        -i-/'.^,!.';         ,.  y/ 

.<  i;  ;-;, 

■t'  .'  i'i  'Vu  r:      .  fi;  /(■  // 

•  ■      '  ■■"  '  ^  i"       ■jil '  I     .  r.  Ml  f  ,11  . 

•  •  '  ■  ■•  ■■I  iJ  .'ili/.'  ,■(•.■•!'•'(■•.< .t  ,,  •'.  n  .  .;.! 
•'■  ■  ;  ;  •••  I. 'Vi'.;  stiu  /  >/:>.;  i-,  iv/<,l,'.! 
'  ••       '     '■•.<'>:>■•■'  •    .in                III      ..fi'dc'  li.'fj  /ii.;,i!f|.i  I  ;m 

1   ;  '-.'fl  ■  /,//  •/>!•. i' v.-,'. .--i  V   . -i/.    ,  i '..    :  /•, 

'••  ;  '••  ■.".'iJi;'!  t;  ,>■•.-•!.■.,,  >M  /  (.!/  •■)  ;.''.,n 

•  •  .'•  »'(!  /).,'"'•  !••<  !  >•!///    ..'!..        fl  ..•  ,  r/ 
"•'(  '  '  ■  '    '■'         ''  !'i                '  .itJvi 


I  I' 
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ul  ihc  uldcsl  iiiit  eel  s  ;it  lli.il  lime  in  West - 
(  III  W'W  N'nik.  I  Ir  M'i\'c(l  iiikIci  (  Oloiicl 
I'ditci  ill  Ihc  l',i;;lilli  N'lu  N'oik  llcivy  /\itil 
hi  \  ,  'A  1 1  ii  li  I  <  1^1  liiii  II  \'  liu'li  III  I  lie  I  i:il  I  Ir  i  il 
(Hid  I  1,11 1  Mil ,  w  Ih'i  (■  t  lie  (oiiiiiiiinilci  \v;is  k  1 1  led. 
Ml.  (  ,iiii|j|)cl  I  \\,isl\\(j  yens  ;iiid  luiii  iihHillis 
ill  llic  si'i\i(i-,  Ix'iii;;  iiiiistcicd  mil  al  I'nil 
,M(l|ciiiv,  ,M(k  lie  li,i'>  iii'\'ci  enjoyed  ^ood 
lie.illli  siiKc  lli.il  lime,  and  now  r'eccMves  a, 
peiisioii  lioin  tlie  ^o\ I  rnineiil .  In  lie 
(  a  n  le  I  o  (  a  I  edon  ia  ,  and  I  n  a  e  lie  I  ioii<  di  t 
iiiiiel\  joui  a(ies  ol  kind,  I  waail  y  ei;jj  1 1  ol 
w  1 1  i  (  Il  he  a  1 1  ei  w  a  I  d  '.old.  lie  is  si  i  1 1  oe(  ii  |  lied 
Willi   ,i;m  il  II 1 1  111  a  I    I  111  1  ai  i  I  s. 

Mr,    ('ani|ilie||   has  never  mail  ied.      lie  lias 
lieeii  a  iiiiaiil)(a    ol    ihe    I 'i  esl  ly  I  (a  ia  n  iIiiim  Ii  al 
Wdieallaiid   loi    o\(a    loil\'  \a'ais,  and    is  also  a 
niemhi  I  III  ihe  M(  \'aii;diloii  I'osl ,  (oaiid  .Aim)' 
III  llie  l\e|)iildi(,  ol  <  ahdonia.      lie  lias  always 
siipjioited    ihe    {dalloim    ol     llie     kepiild  lean 
part)'  sinie   ils  i  n  ;.;a  ii  i/al  ion,  his  liisl  I'lesiihai 
lial  \o|e,  howe\'ei,  ha\iii;j,   luaai  i  ,isl    loi  Will 
iaiii   ll(aii\'  llaiiisoii    in    icS.jo.      Mi.  ('ampliell 
is  a   man  ol   eiuaj'^s    and   peise\'ia  a  lua-,  and  is 
inNaesled  in  all  iiialleis   pel  I  a  i  1 1  i  n;;  lo  llie  wel 
I  a  I  e  III  llie  1 1  iwai  in  \\  h  nh  he  i  esides. 


irx  k.  (;i:()k(i|.,  \v.  .si i I'.n ii'.k h,  lor 

many  \'ea i  s  a  li  i;di I y  sneeessi  ii I  meili 
'ly  |ii I  il  ioma  in  l)ans\ille,  N  \'., 

now  I  el  i  I  ed,  was  l)oi  1 1  al  A  II  la  iiy, 
Septemliei  .'S,  I  X  i(  i  ilis  iMaiidlallni,  Will 
I, III!  .Shepheid,  \slio  was  an  kai^l  isliman  liy 
ImiIIi,  laiiie  lo  /Xmeiira  wliiai  a  yoim;;  man, 
and  made  his  home  in  ,\lhan\'.  Me  was  a  sea 
captain,  ,iiid  loHowed  llial  vocal  ion  iiiilil  his 
death. 

Ilis  son,  (ieoi;o'  .Shcphi ad,  who  was  hoin  in 
;\ll)aii\',  one  ol  six  ihildMai,  was  leaied  and 
eihiialeil  with  a  \.  lew  lo  ciileiiii;',  meicinlile 
lile,  lull  loisook  Ihe  p.illis  ol  liade,  and, 
lo  ()lse;',o  ('oiiiil\',  sellleil  in  a  lowii  (ailed 
I  )iil  I  CI  mil  s,  whiac  he  pmehased  a  laiiii,  and  lor 
some  t  ime  iai^a;;e(l  in  i  I  ,  (  1 1 1 1  i  \'at  ion,  hul  aih 
scMjiieiit  I  \'  nano\'eil  to  .Si  hcnei  I  ad  \',  whiac  he 
livi'd  in  I  el  i  I  (aniail  iinlil  lies  dei  ease,  wliiih 
ocean  1 1(1  al  Ihe  a;',e  ol  (i  1 1  s  I  om  .  (  ieoi  ;■<• 
.Slieph(a(l  was  lwi(e  mail  ied,  the  i)oiloi's 
iiioIIk  i    Ixaiu'    his  sci  ond    w  ile.      I  ha  maiihai 


name  was  Saiah  llaiisoii.  .She  was  ol  S(  he 
ma  I  ad  \'  ,  and  shi  1 1  a  i  ed  six  i  li  i  Id  i  en,  as  I  o| 
lows:  knhanl,  (icoi-e  W  ,  kolnal,  Xiihoki,, 
Mar\  (  '.  ,  and  S.ii  a  h  I  \  I  a  i  \-  (  '.  is  I  i  \  1 1 1 w  a  I  h 
IliaiiS'  I).  \'aink,  ol  I 'iin;d  i  k  cep,  ie.  .Saiali 
I  ,.  was  I  w  II  e  iiiai  I  ied,  lua  In  ,1  liii  diaiid  lieiii;', 
M  r.  I'll  e\  I'a  lima  ,  nl  (  anad.i,  and  la  a  sei  ond 
ImI  w  a  I  d  (  looihiia  n,  .i  l.i  w  \  ei  o|  I  I  .i  i  1 1  oi  d, 
(  onn.  ,  w  Ina  e  In  •  sl  i  1 1  1 1  \  cs.  Mis,  .S,n  .ih 
I  laiisoii    .Shepheid    spciil    Ina     lallei    \cais  in 

(  )|  se;_;i  i    (  'ol  ml  \',    a  lid    d  led    I  Ina  e    111     I  ,S  '( 1, 

(ieoi;;e  \\'.  ,  sei  olid  smu  u|  (.eoij'e  .Shepheid, 
passed  hi^,  eailv  |io\hood  on  liis  l,illiia'\  l.iim 
in  (  )|  sc'.M  I  (  'oil  lit  \',  and  al  llie  a;',e  nl  I  li  i  1 1  cen 
waail  to  Si  Ik  IKS  l,i(|\  t  o  a  1 1  ( aid  si  Imol ,  .\l  ihe 
lime  ol  his  lallaa  ,s  dei cise  he  was  (aiiplo\eil 
in  a  diii,t;  slme  al  .A  1 1  i.i  1 1  \',  win  le  he  nan, lined 
a  lew  \cais,  and  lln  ii  wiail  .""nuilh,  .  \  1 1 1  i  p.iss 
in;;  the  w  i  nl  ei ,  he  i  el  ii  i  m  d,  a  lid  I  oi  .i  lime 
(oiiliiiiied  lo  li.i\e!.      In    I  lie   (iileicd  the 

din;.',   Iiiisiness  in   Moiil;',oiiiia\  ('oiiiii\,      I, alia 
lie    sold    olll    his    liiisi  iiess,  and   hcislli  ihe  pi.ii 
I  i(  ('  ol  1 1 II  al  il  i  I II  ■  in   X  c\\'  \  oik    (  i  1  \',   I  e  111,1 1 1 1 1 1  ij; 
ihere,  howe\ii,  liiil    a   ,slioi  I    lime,  ,illia  wliiili 
lie    pi  ,i(  I  i  -.ed    his   pi  III  ess  i  on    loi    loin    yens  III 
(  liilai  Id  (  'limit  \ ,  will  an  c  he  I  ,11111-  to   I  ),nis\  i  1  le 
ill   I  .S,  |(  I,       I  I  e  I  111  il  i  111  led    I  o    pi  ,i(  1  1  se    w  1 1  h    ,'a  li 
(a-ss,    liolh   peiinii,iiil\    .nid   pi  ol  ess  ion,i  1 1  \  ,  Im 
lll,lll\'  \e,llS,  ,ll   the  s,iiiie    lime    ,il|endili;;   to  I  he 
duties  ol    (  ha  k    ill   a   i  II  1 1;',   sl  oi  e,  ,i  i  id  thus  In] 
low  CI  I   a    lile  ol    ,ict  i  \'  it  \    until   his  i  el  i  i  (iin  a  il 
.ihoiil    I  he  \  c,ii    I  ,S;a  i.      1  I  is    ja  esi  ail    liciiil  did 
home  w  as  la  (s  I  ed  1 1\  h  i  him  1 1 , 

I  II   I  .S  ji  )  hi,    .Shepheid    111,1 1  I  ied    |  1 1 1  i,l   ,\  ,    ,\l  i 
I'.l  ide,     i|,ill;dil(  I     III      koliel  I      Mi  I'.l  lile         I  lei 
I  ,il  Ina  w,r>  ,i  (  oiil  i  ,ii  I  m   on  llie   k  i  ie  (  ',ni,i  I ,  ,iiid 

(  oust  I  111  I  III  ,1  I  I  ol    llie  111, con   Will  k   I  I  olll   ,\  1 1 1,111  \ 

III  I'lii  II  ,1  III  III  I  IMI  I'd  ,1  1 ,11  n  i  I  \  III  ten  I  h  i  I 
(lien.  Ihe  I  )i  II  I  Ml  h,is  live  i  h  i  id  I  i  n  Ills 
son,  I  I  en  I  \  \'  ,  111,1 1  I  ied  \  1 1 II  I  1 1  ,' p,  1 1  I  1 1  k  ,  ,1 
\.\'\\  ol  (  hi(  ,i;',ii  ;  ,inil  1  lic\  h.id  loin  (  li  i  Idi  en, 
I  wo  ol  w  hum  ,11  c  I  i  \  111;;.  | .  II 1 1  cs  ,M  i  I !  I  i  i|e ,  who 
now  li\cs  111  I  III  I  i, I  n,  1 1  III  1 1  s,  ,niil  who  •.civcd 
some  lime  III  ihc  I'liileil  .Sl.ites  ,iini\,  nriiind 
,M  a  I  \'  M  (a  k(d  ,  ,il  I  III  I  i,i  li.ipol  i  ^  ,  I  he\  li,i  \  e 
two  lio\s  Willi, nil  ,iiid  kilw,ii(l  I'dw.nd, 
t  II  i  I  d  Mill  ol  I  i|  Slicpin  a  1 1,  i  ,1  nn  anl  K  1  ol  ihc 
1 1 1  III  III  (  '  I  ( a  ,  n  ,  ,  \  d ,  I  III  s  \'  (  II  ,  111  I  II  1 1  , 1 ! ;  1 1 ,  who 
,n  e  dc, I  ha  s  in  i  ,i  i  1 1 1  i,id  supplies,  he  ni,n  i  nd 
I  II I  1,1     k  ceil,    ol    tint    (  Il  \  ,    ,lliil    I  lic\     ll,l\  e    I  wo 
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children — ■  I'rcd  R.  and  Julia  1".  Susan  B. 
Shepherd,  who  died  in  1894,  married  hVank 
Sliepard,  a  fanner  (jI  I'axilion,  and  had  two 
ehihiren —  Ralph  15.  and  Maijorie  15.  Mary 
L.  is  unmarried. 

Dr.  Shepherd  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  (leneral  William  Ilairison,  being  then  a 
Whig',  hut  is  now  a  Republican  in  politics. 
He  united  with  the  I'resb)  terian  church  in 
1848,  and  j(jined  the  present  church  in  1857. 
He  has  been  an  Inkier  for  man)'  \  ears,  and  also 
sui)erintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He  wa.s 
largely  instrumental  in  the  erection  of  the  new 
church. 


^-IT^in'lCR   I'ASSACil-:,   a  venerable  and 
I  respected   octogenarian,   owning  and 

J^lS  occupying  a  well-stocked  and  well- 
ecpiipped  homestead  in  the  town  of 
Nunda,  N.  V.,  is  a  good  rejjresentative  of  the 
industrious  and  able  agriculturists  of  Living- 
ston County.  He  has  been  a  hard-working  man 
all  his  life  until  recentl)-,  not  only  as  a  farmer, 
but  for  a  iunnl)er  of  \'ears  as  a  carpenter,  he 
ha\'ing  learned  that  trade  when  a  young  man. 
Many  of  the  mills  in  this  \  icinity  were  built 
by  him.  He  was  born  in  Herkimer  County, 
in  this  State,  January  12,  1812. 

His  father,  (leorge  Passage,  vvas  born  at 
(ireenbush,  Alban\  Count\',  X.Y.,  and,  when 
very  young,  remo\'ed  to  Herkimer  County, 
makipig  the  trip  with  wagons.  He  was  a 
farmer  b)'  occupation,  and  owned  and  improved 
a  comfortable  homestead  in  the  town  ol  his 
adoption.  He  married  Margaret  Ilelmer,  the 
daughter  of  Adam  Helmer,  and  they  reared 
the  following  chihlien:  Henry;  Peter;  John, 
who  is  now  a  resident  of  Illinois;  Adam;  live, 
who  married  a  Mr.  I'ox,  of  Michigan;  and 
L.'uiy,  Mrs.  S])0(jn,  now  deceased.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  wife  ol  Adam  Helmer  was 
liellinger. 

Peter,  the  second  son  of  (ieorge  I'as.sage, 
was  reared  and  educated  in  the  place  of  his 
birth,  and  while  an  inmate  of  the  parental 
home  became  well  accpia i nted  with  practical 
faiming.  In  the  month  of  January,  1838,  Mr. 
Passage  drove  from  his  home  to  Nunda,  where 
he  bought  a  tract  of  land.     Returning  to  Her- 


kimer County,  he  remained  there  imtil  after 
his  marriage  in  1842,  when,  accompanied 
by  his  britle,  he  again  journeyed  to  this 
county,  and  settled  on  the  land  he  had  previ- 
ously [)urchased,  and  where  he  continues  to 
reside.  He  hati  sent  his  furniture  b}'  canal  to 
Rochester,  and  from  that  place  he  brought 
it  with  a  team.  \'er\-  little  of  tlie  tind;er  had 
been  cut  from  his  farm,  the  region  hereabouts 
being  in  a  wild  and  unsettled  contlition  ;  but 
two  log  cabins  had  been  erected,  and  in  one  of 
these  he  and  his  )'oinig  wife  began  housekeep- 
ing, li\-ing  in  it  for  four  }-ears.  He  had  then 
got  a  good  stait  in  his  agricultural  labcjrs,  and 
built  a  substantial  frame  house,  which  is  still 
in  a  good  state  of  preservation.  He  performed 
the  larger  ])art  of  the  manual  labor  of  clearing 
and  improving  his  land  himself;  f(;r,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  comj^etent  men  with 
teams  could  then  be  hired  to  work  from  sun  t(j 
sun  for  the  modest  sum  of  one  dollar,  he 
could  not  find  the  necessary  dol lar  to  pay  them. 
His  good  wife  ably  seconded  all  of  his  efforts, 
and  not  (jnly  did  they  raise  the  fia.v  from  which 
their  garments  were  made,  but  with  her  own 
hands  she  carded,  spun,  and  wove  the  cloth, 
and  fashionetl  the  clothes  for  her  family,  be- 
sides milking  the  cows  and  making  the  butter. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  trusted  companion 
was  Ilairiet  Ward.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Abram  and  Rosanna  (luirnest)  Ward,  of  Lan- 
singburg,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Passage  died  July  27, 
1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy-si.x  years  and  ten 
months,  she  and  her  husband  ha\'ing  lived 
together  for  fifty-two  )'eais. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Passage  reared  four  children 
—  CJeorge,  Rosanna,  Waril,  anil  Walter. 
George  married  Charlotte  L}'on.s  ;  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  tour  sons-  -  Lewis,  PI  inn,  Xeal, 
and  Don.  Rosanna  married  Harrison  Colton  , 
and  they  ha\e  two  children —  W'alter  and  Har- 
riet. Waril  married  Phnma  Coon,  of  Wiscon- 
sin, and  the)-  are  the  parents  of  five  children; 
their  home  is  now  in  Bidtish  Columbia. 
Walter,  the  )-oungest  chihl,  died  at  the  early 
age  ot  eighteen  )ears,  when  his  ]irospects  for  a 
hajjpy  future  were  most  bright  and  joyous.  In 
politics  Mr.  Passage  is  a  straight  Republican, 
having  been  an  adherent  of  that  party  since  its 
formation;  but   he  cast   his  first  I'residential 
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vote  in  1840  for  \\'illi:ini  H.  Harrison.  Both 

he  and  his  wife  were  for  many  years  esteemed 
and  conscientious  menibers  of  the  Methodist 
church  of  ])alton,  with  which  he  is  still 
connected. 


H1;N  O.  McNAIR,  banker  of  Warsaw, 
N.  Y. ,  was  boi  n  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich., 
in  1858.  1 1  is  grandfather,  Hugh 
McXair,  was  born  near  Philadelphia,  and 
settled  in  New  Ynvk  in  1796.  Mr.  Hugh  Mc- 
Xair  was  a  civil  engineer,  and  was  connected 
with  the  i'helps  &  Gorham  Land  Company. 
Vov  many  years  he  was  Comity  Clerk,  and  dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  his  life  was  County  Judge 
and  a  member  of  the  legislature.  He  erected 
the  first  dwelling  west  of  the  Genesee  I-iiver  at 
a  time  when  there  was  but  one  mill  in  the  city 
of  Rochester,  lie  was  twice  married;  and  his 
second  wife,  who  was  Miss  Iilizabeth  Tate 
Boyd,  daughter  of  \)v.  Boyd,  a  IVesbyterian 
clergyman  for  many  years  in  charge  of  the 
pastorate  at  Allentown,  I-'a. ,  left  two  children, 
namely:  Clements,  who  was  engaged  in  min- 
ing in  the  West,  and  who  died  in  the  prime  of 
life;  and  David  H.,  the  father  of  liben  Mc- 
Nair.  Mr.  Hugh  McNair  lived  to  be  cpiite  an 
old  man.  His  gra\'e  is  in  the  old  country 
church)ard  at  I)ans\ille. 

David  II.  AIcNair  was  born  in  Canandaigua, 
N.Y.,  in  1S19.  He  married  Julia  A.  F.  Wil- 
cox, of  Detroit,  whose  parents,  Charles  and 
Mlmira  Wilcox,  weie  both  natives  of  Connect- 
icut. .Six  chiUlren  weie  born  to  David  and 
Julia  McNair,  two  of  whom  —  an  infant  daugh- 
ter and  Orlandii,  a  boy  of  nine  years  —  died 
many  )'ears  ago.  Those  living  are  the  follow- 
ing: Julia  W'.,  the  wife  of  William  M.  Tenny, 
of  .M  iiuieapolis,  Minn.  ;  David  W. ,  an  unmar- 
rietl  m;in,  who  li\es  in  Warsaw,  and  is  ct)n- 
nected  with  the  bank  ;  I'^ben  O.  McNair,  of 
whom  this  biography  is  written;  and  Marie 
L.,  at  I\Iinneapolis,  who  is  a  graduate  of  El- 
mira  College. 

Mben  ().  McNair  was  educated  at  ;i  select 
scliool  in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  when  a  lad 
of  fifteen  went  into  the  banking  house  of  Jay 
Cooke  &  Co.  at  the  nation;il  capital,  in  whose 
emiiloyinent  he  remained  for  about  seven  years. 


being  promoted  from  one  office  to  another  until 
he  w;is  made  pa)'ing  teller.  At  twent)'-one 
_Ve;irs  (it  age  he  came  tu  W;irsaw,  and  entered 
upnn  the  duties  of  Cashier  in  the  bank,  of 
which  he  became  a  partner  in  1880.  In  1882 
he  married  Miss  Laura  H.  Snow,  a  chuighter  of 
Mr.  Kiibert  .Snow,  whose  reputation  for  legal 
abilit)'  was  witlely  known.  .She  has  one 
brotlier,  Scott  Snow,  living  in  Brooklyn. 
Ml',  and  Mrs.  McNair  h;i\e  a  f;nnily  of  fi\'e 
bright  and  interesting  children — Lben  O., 
aged  elex'cn  ;  Laurence  A.,  who  is  nine  years 
old;  Augustus  I'".,  twu  years  yoimger ;  Pau- 
line, aged  three;  and  bah)'  Julia,  who  has  not 
)et  begun  to  ctnmt  her  bii  thdays. 

Mr.  McNair,  who  traces  his  lineage  back  to 
the  sexenteenth  centur_\-,  shows  other  e\  idence 
of  his  ancestry  than  the  prefix  of  his  surname, 
his  thrift  and  good  judgment  being  stronger 
claim  to  the  "leal  and  true"  blood  of  his 
Scottish  forefathers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McNair 
li\e  in  their  handsome  biick  residence  on  Park 
.Street,  :it  the  head  of  ITm,  which  was  built  in 
18S9.  Both  husband  antl  wife  are  communi- 
cants of  the  Episcopal  church,  in  which  Mr. 
McNair  has  been  \T'str)  man  and  Warden  for 
ye:irs.     In  political  faith  he  is  a  Republican. 


Y^TARLEAI  G.  CHAMBERLAIN,  an  ex- 
tensi\e  and  skilful  farmer,  owning 
J^ls  I  and  occupying  ;i  \aluable  estate  in 
'  Mount  Morris,  is  a  well-known  loyal 
and  respected  citizen.  He  is  a  nati\e  of  Li\'- 
ingston  Ci)unt\',  ha\  ing  drawn  the  first  breath 
of  life  Marcli  20,  1 838,  in  the  town  of  West 
.Sparta.  His  t;ither,  IPiilem  (i.  Chamberlain, 
.Si  .  ,  was  born,  it  is  thuuglit,  in  Wa  nnait, 
being  a  son  ot  Jolin  Clunnberlain,  a  native  of 
New  luigland,  who  emigrated  to  the  Empire 
State,  and  settled  in  Cayuga  County.  John 
Chamberlain's  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Lydia  Horsford,  was  also  of  New  England 
birth.  After  the  death  of  her  husband  she 
matle  her  home  with  her  son,  Harlem  G.,  liv- 
ing with  him  until  her  decease. 

The  father  of  the  subject  w;is  reared  to  years 
of  discretion  in  New  pjigland,  and  when  a 
young  man  came  to  this  St;ite  to  select  a  home. 
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Mc  purchased  eighty  acres  of  timbered  land 
situated  in  West  Sparta,  and  there  erected  a 
log  cabin,  in  whicii  he  and  his  bride  began 
their  wedded  lile,  occup\ing  that  humble 
structure  until  after  the  l)irth  of  nine  of  the 
eleven  chiUlren  that  const ituleil  their  family 
circle.  ]'^)r  niLUiy  )ears  altci'  their  settlement 
there  were  no  railways  in  the  county,  neither  \ 
canals  on  which  their  pioducts  might  be  trans- 
ported, in  conseciuence  whereof  the  surplus 
grain  had  to  be  teamed  to  Rochester,  the  most 
convenient  market  and  milling-point.  He 
cleared  and  impro\ed  a  gootl  farm,  replaced 
the  log  house  with  a  substantial  frame  resi- 
dence, built  a  go(jd  set  of  farm  buildings,  and 
resided  there  a  number  (jf  years.  He  subse- 
quently bought  a  farm  of  uuc  hundred  and 
si.Kty  acres  at  Union  Corners,  in  the  town  of 
IMount  Morris,  where  he  engaged  in  general 
agriculture  until  his  demise,  at  the  age  of 
se\enty-three  years.  He  married  Anna  Bush, 
a  nati\'e  of  Cayuga  Count)';  and  she  survived 
him,  living  to  the  age  of  scventy-five  years. 
.She  bore  him  nine  children  ;  namely,  Emily, 
Orsamel,  Amplius  \\,  Albert  O. ,  Alonzo  B. , 
Lavina  11,  Lucetta  L. ,  Harlem  G.,  and  Lu- 
cinda  R. 

Harlem  G.  Chamberlain,  of  whom  we  write, 
received  a  practical  education  in  the  public 
scIkjoIs,  and  during  his  bo)-hood  and  youth 
made  himself  useful  on  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  lived  until  after  the  death  of  his  hon- 
ored father.  Renuning  to  the  village  of 
Mount   Morris,    Mi".    Chamberlain   soon  after 


bought  a  farm  within  the  town  limits,  and, 
although  attending  to  its  culti\'ation  and  im- 
provement, continuetl  a  resident  of  the  \-illage. 
In  1N77  he  disjjosed  of  that  piopcit)',  and 
bought  the  fai  ni  w  here  he  now  resides.  It 
contains  one  huntlied  and  ninet\'-three  acres  of 
product i\e  land,  wliich  he  has  brought  to  an 
excellent  state  of  eulture,  and  which  }'ields 
him  an  abundant  annual  crop  of  the  cereals 
common  to  this  section  of  the  c(nnUr)'.  M i-. 
Chamberlain  lias  an  honoiable  war  record,  lia\'- 
ing  as  a  member  of  Comixm)-  1-',  One  Hun- 
dred and  'l"hirt)--sixth  New  \'ork  X'olunteei' 
Infantry,  one  of  the  most  active  regiments, 
taken  part  in  twenty-three  engagements.  His 
army  life  extended  from  August,  1862,  until 
his  honorable  discharge  at  the  cK)se  of  the 
war,  ii-,  June,  1865.  An  im]>ortant  step  in 
the  life  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  his  marriage 
with  Kmma  A.  Sherwood,  a  native  of  Tioga 
County,  I'ennsylvania,  and  the  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  Abijah  Sherwood,  a  noted  ]5ai)tist 
preacher.  The  dimmest ic  life  of  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Chamberlain  has  been  made  bright  by  the 
advent  of  four  children  in  their  household, 
their  names  being;  Anna,  h'anny,  ITla,  and 
Carl.  .AltlKJUgh  taking  no  prominent  ]xart  in 
politics,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  as  did  his  father 
before  him,  xotes  the  straight  Republican 
ticket  at  the  general  elections.  Sociall)',  he 
belongs  to  the  Mount  Morris  Lodge,  No.  122, 
A.  ]■".  &  A.  M.  Mrs.  Chamberlain  is  an  ear- 
nest Christian  woman,  anil  an  esteemed  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  church. 
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